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Season Champions Part III
La Diana — An Almost 40-Year Love Affair
Trailer Sailors Cruise the Channel Islands

Max Ebb: Cast Off Your Chains



THE VERY WELL
PROTECTED GRAND MARINA   
with its central location, solid concrete docks, and 
clean facilities, it’s the perfect gift for your loved one. 
Take a closer look at Grand Marina and consider 
giving your boat a new home in beautiful Alameda. 

Happy Valentines Day!

F  Prime deep water double-fingered 
concrete slips from 30’ to 100’. 

F  Guest berthing available for a 
weekend or any day getaway. 

F  Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled. 

F  Free pump-out station open 24/7. 
F  Full-service Marine Center and  

haul-out facility. 
F  Free parking. 
F  Free on-site WiFi.
And much more...

Directory of Grand Marina Tenants

510 .865 .1200
Leasing Office Open Monday thru Saturday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.comG
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BE GOOD TO YOUR BOAT 

Alameda Canvas and Coverings
Alameda Marine Metal Fabrication
Atomic Tuna Yachts
BAE Boats
Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The
Blue Pelican Marine
MarineLube 
Mike Elias Boatworks
Mosely’s Café
New Era Yachts
Pacifi c Crest Canvas
UK Sailmakers
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JOAN BURLEIGH
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HOW TO BUY A
USED BOAT

PT. RICHMOND
1160 Brickyard Cove Road

SALES - SERVICE - SAILING

OAKLAND
Charter & Power Boat Club Fleet

JACK LONDON SQ. 

www.passagenautical.com                                                           510-236-2633

 FEBRUARY'S FREE WEBINARS

CRUISING SAN
FRANCISCO BAY

READY TO SELL?   

A Full-Service Experience Without The Full-Service Price

The depth of services and pricing needs of a seller in today's new
marketplace is not accommodated for in typical brokerage services
offered. 
You need a more defined, less costly selling experience and more personal
service.  Join the new world of selling with our innovative and exclusive
RCL Listing Program - Reduced Cost Listing Program.  
We guarantee you will save money, get better offers and go through the
survey process without the bumps and bruises of a typical listing situation. 

Meet The Program

YOUR BOAT AS
A BUSINESS

FEATURED LISTINGS 

  READY TO SAVE BIG ON BROKERAGE COSTS?
The world of retail has changed and we're changing

brokerage services to meet the new world

SAIL LIKE AN OWNER WITH OUR NEW STYLE SAILING CLUB

2020 LAGOON 40

DOWNLOAD
THE SPEC

SHEET

2019  BENETEAU 46.1
FIRST LIINE

DCHECK
OUT THE

VIDEO

All Inclusive Membership

One low monthly fee
gives you access to

anytime sailing. Lesson
included in your sIgn-

up fee. 
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https://sfport.com/maritime

South Beach Harbor is a great 
way to experience San Francisco. 

Boats of all sizes are welcome in our 
protected harbor. Bring your boat 

to South Beach and enjoy all the 
attractions of the city, including 

the new Chase Center.

Guest Berths up to 50’
Temporary Subleases Available
After Hours Security
South Guest Dock for Charters
Free Pump-Out Station
Convenient Access to Public Transportation
Adjacent to Oracle Park
Casual and Fine Dining Nearby
1.2 miles to Chase Center
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205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
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FAX 510-233-1989

MARINE & HARDWARE CO.

MONTHLY 
SPECIALS

DOCK STEPS  
by Taylor

1-Step ... List $129.99 .. Now $10999

2-Steps . List $289.99 .. Now $23999

3-Steps . List $349.99 .. Now $29999

FILTER 500 FGSS 
by Racor

Filter Element
Starting @ 
$1299

Filter Unit: List $299.99
NOW $25999

AIR-DRYER 1000 
by David

Handles up to 1000 cu. ft. 
Safe for marine use.
#255424: Now $6999

NON-SKID DECK 
CLEANER
by Star brite

Lifts dirt from non-skid 
deck surfaces. Leaves 
a non-slippery, 
protective polymer 
coating.
1 gallon: Now $2199

MARINE TOILET 
SEAT
Fits most 
marine toilets

#41050: Now $2199

CAMCO Water Filter

Inline RV/Marine Water Filter with flexible 
hose. Protects against bacteria, reduces 
bad taste, odors, chlorine and sediment 
in drinking water.
NOW $2999

NOW
$1599

SUPER BLAST
Horn

#88016

6” Blade: NOW $999

6” FILET KNIFE 
by Seachoice
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https://sfport.com/maritime

South Beach Harbor is a great 
way to experience San Francisco. 

Boats of all sizes are welcome in our 
protected harbor. Bring your boat 

to South Beach and enjoy all the 
attractions of the city, including 

the new Chase Center.

Guest Berths up to 50’
Temporary Subleases Available
After Hours Security
South Guest Dock for Charters
Free Pump-Out Station
Convenient Access to Public Transportation
Adjacent to Oracle Park
Casual and Fine Dining Nearby
1.2 miles to Chase Center
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WHALE  POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988

FAX 510-233-1989

MARINE & HARDWARE CO.

MONTHLY 
SPECIALS

DOCK STEPS  
by Taylor

1-Step ... List $129.99 .. Now $10999

2-Steps . List $289.99 .. Now $23999

3-Steps . List $349.99 .. Now $29999

FILTER 500 FGSS 
by Racor

Filter Element
Starting @ 
$1299

Filter Unit: List $299.99
NOW $25999

AIR-DRYER 1000 
by David

Handles up to 1000 cu. ft. 
Safe for marine use.
#255424: Now $6999

NON-SKID DECK 
CLEANER
by Star brite

Lifts dirt from non-skid 
deck surfaces. Leaves 
a non-slippery, 
protective polymer 
coating.
1 gallon: Now $2199

MARINE TOILET 
SEAT
Fits most 
marine toilets

#41050: Now $2199

CAMCO Water Filter

Inline RV/Marine Water Filter with flexible 
hose. Protects against bacteria, reduces 
bad taste, odors, chlorine and sediment 
in drinking water.
NOW $2999

NOW
$1599

SUPER BLAST
Horn

#88016

6” Blade: NOW $999

6” FILET KNIFE 
by Seachoice
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   third class subscription 
 

    subscription & Latitude 38  
    classic t-shirt (Designate women  
    or men, and the size.)

FPO/APO and correctional facilities  

require first class subscription.

WHALE      POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988

Mon-Sat: 8:30am-5pm & closed Sundays  •  FAX 5102331989
whalepointmarine@yahoo.com • www.WhalePointMarine.com

MONTHLY 
SPECIALS

• Marine Parts & Accessories • 
• Complete Hardware Store •

• NOW ALSO CARRYING LUMBER • 

MARINE & HARDWARE CO

PREMIUM TEAK OIL
by Starbrite

Pint
NOW $2199

Quart
NOW $3999

Gallon
NOW $9450

AIRDRYER 1000 
by David

Handles up to 1000 cu. ft. 
Safe for marine use.
#255424: Now $7399

WATER FILTER 
by Camco

Inline RV/Marine Water Filter with flexible hose. 
Protects against bacteria, reduces bad taste, 
odors, chlorine and sediment in drinking water.
NOW $3699

MARINE TOILET
by Jabsco

Manual & 
compact 
#29090
List $299.99
NOW $23999

TRINIDAD HD 
BOTTOM PAINT
by Pettit
Fast drying, 
high copper content, 
hard durable finish.
Black, blue, red 
& green.
 
Gallon: 
Now $22999

FILTER 500 FGSS 
by Racor

Filter Unit
List $299.99
NOW $25999 

Filters:
#82010, 10MC
#82011, 20MC
#19206, 2MC
EACH $1399

MASTER
Combo Lock

Short Shank 
NOW 
$1999

Long Shank 
NOW 
$2399

EPOXY SYSTEM
by West

Epoxy
105-A Quart:
$3999

105-B Gallon:
$9999

Hardener
205-A: $2199  • 205-B: $4999

206-A: $2199  • 206-B: $4999



EMERY COVE z 3300 POWELL STREET, SUITE 105 z EMERYVILLE, CA 94608 z (510) 601-5010
ALAMEDA z 1150 BALLENA BLVD., SUITE 121, ALAMEDA, CA 94501 z (510) 838-1800

SAN RAFAEL z 25 THIRD STREET z SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 z (415) 453-4770

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  

        

W W W . R U B I C O N Y A C H T S . C O M E M E R Y  C O V E  •  A L A M E D A  •  S A N  R A F A E LR U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

E M E R Y  C O V E  •  3 3 0 0  P O W E L L  S T,  # 1 0 5  •   E M E R Y V I L L E ,  C A  9 4 6 0 8  •  ( 5 1 0 )  6 0 1 - 5 0 1 0
A L A M E D A  •  1 1 5 0  B A L L E N A  B LV D . ,  S U I T E  1 2 1  •  A L A M E D A ,  C A  9 4 5 0 1  •  ( 5 1 0 )  8 3 8 -1 8 0 0

( 3 )  4 2 '  Aq u a L o d g e  H o u se b oa t s  2 0 2 0  -  $ 1 15 , 0 0 0  e a .  M a r k  M i n e r  (4 15 )  2 9 0 -13 47

Thoughtfully designed and beautifully finished inside and out, the Aqua Lodge features fiberglass pontoons, a wood-beamed lofted ceiling, a 
fully appointed galley, and a full bath with residential-sized fixtures. The main salon is open and bright, while the master stateroom features a 

panoramic water view and a private deck.  With the cost of building on the waterfront ever increasing, the Aqua Lodge is an affordable alternative.
We currently have three (3) identical Floating Cottages available at $115,000. each. These are new houseboats that have never been used. With 

the acquisition of all three one could start a unique Air B&B type business in a nice location. 
NOTE:  There is no propulsion included. An outboard engine could be installed on the bracket but, these boats are not equipped with any 

propulsion. They would need to be towed or trucked to their destination.

S A N  R A FA E L  •  2 5  T H I R D  S T R E E T  •  S A N  R A FA E L ,  C A  9 4 9 0 1  •  ( 4 1 5 )  4 5 3 - 4 7 7 0

FEATURED YACHT

2019 JEANNEAU 419   $289,000
“Like New” condition with 200 hours. Performance Sail Package upgrade, Harken Electric Winches, Bow Thruster, 

2 Private staterooms 2 head layout with garage / workspace aft to port, LLC owned with tax paid



36’ UNION POLARIS, 1984
  $39,000

    Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

EMERY COVE z 3300 POWELL STREET, SUITE 105 z EMERYVILLE, CA 94608 z (510) 601-5010
ALAMEDA z 1150 BALLENA BLVD., SUITE 121, ALAMEDA, CA 94501 z (510) 838-1800

SAN RAFAEL z 25 THIRD STREET z SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 z (415) 453-4770

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  

34’ ALOHA, 1984
   $29,900

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

36’ CATALINA MK II, 1999
$79,000

 San Rafael (415) 686-5665

53’ WATERLINE STEEL PILOTHOUSE, 2000
$590,000

   Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

54’ JEANNEAU 54 ’16
$498,888.88

San Rafael (415) 453-4770

42’ CONTEST KETCH, 1982
 $99,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

63’ MASON KETCH ’84
$249,000

Alameda (510) 838-1800

36’ ISLANDER SLOOP, 1981
    $39,500

    San Rafael (415) 453-4770

35’ BENETEAU OCEANIS 350, 1989
$49,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

42’ SCHOCK STAYSAIL SCHOONER, 1927
$249,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

        

W W W . R U B I C O N Y A C H T S . C O M E M E R Y  C O V E  •  A L A M E D A  •  S A N  R A F A E LR U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

E M E R Y  C O V E  •  3 3 0 0  P O W E L L  S T,  # 1 0 5  •   E M E R Y V I L L E ,  C A  9 4 6 0 8  •  ( 5 1 0 )  6 0 1 - 5 0 1 0
A L A M E D A  •  1 1 5 0  B A L L E N A  B LV D . ,  S U I T E  1 2 1  •  A L A M E D A ,  C A  9 4 5 0 1  •  ( 5 1 0 )  8 3 8 -1 8 0 0

( 3 )  4 2 '  Aq u a L o d g e  H o u se b oa t s  2 0 2 0  -  $ 1 15 , 0 0 0  e a .  M a r k  M i n e r  (4 15 )  2 9 0 -13 47

Thoughtfully designed and beautifully finished inside and out, the Aqua Lodge features fiberglass pontoons, a wood-beamed lofted ceiling, a 
fully appointed galley, and a full bath with residential-sized fixtures. The main salon is open and bright, while the master stateroom features a 

panoramic water view and a private deck.  With the cost of building on the waterfront ever increasing, the Aqua Lodge is an affordable alternative.
We currently have three (3) identical Floating Cottages available at $115,000. each. These are new houseboats that have never been used. With 

the acquisition of all three one could start a unique Air B&B type business in a nice location. 
NOTE:  There is no propulsion included. An outboard engine could be installed on the bracket but, these boats are not equipped with any 

propulsion. They would need to be towed or trucked to their destination.

S A N  R A FA E L  •  2 5  T H I R D  S T R E E T  •  S A N  R A FA E L ,  C A  9 4 9 0 1  •  ( 4 1 5 )  4 5 3 - 4 7 7 0

34’ ERICSON 342, 1987
$45,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

42’ BALTIC 42 DP, 1981
$59,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

SOLD



34’ SABRE 34 MK I
$37,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

 42’ CHEOY LEE CLIPPER KETCH, 1974
   $45,000

   Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

45’ SPARKMAN & STEPHENS SLOOP, 1982
$65,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

34’ BENETEAU 343, 2006
$119,800

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

41’ HUNTER DECK SALON, 2008
 $149,000

    Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

42’ BENETEAU FIRST 42, 1984
   $72,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

EMERY COVE z 3300 POWELL STREET, SUITE 105 z EMERYVILLE, CA 94608 z (510) 601-5010
ALAMEDA z 1150 BALLENA BLVD., SUITE 121, ALAMEDA, CA 94501 z (510) 838-1800

SAN RAFAEL z 25 THIRD STREET z SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 z (415) 453-4770

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  

35’ ORION SPARKMAN & STEPHENS, 1979
    $41,500

    Alameda (510) 838-1800

        

W W W . R U B I C O N Y A C H T S . C O M E M E R Y  C O V E  •  A L A M E D A  •  S A N  R A F A E LR U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

E M E R Y  C O V E  •  3 3 0 0  P O W E L L  S T,  # 1 0 5  •   E M E R Y V I L L E ,  C A  9 4 6 0 8  •  ( 5 1 0 )  6 0 1 - 5 0 1 0
A L A M E D A  •  1 1 5 0  B A L L E N A  B LV D . ,  S U I T E  1 2 1  •  A L A M E D A ,  C A  9 4 5 0 1  •  ( 5 1 0 )  8 3 8 -1 8 0 0

( 3 )  4 2 '  Aq u a L o d g e  H o u se b oa t s  2 0 2 0  -  $ 1 15 , 0 0 0  e a .  M a r k  M i n e r  (4 15 )  2 9 0 -13 47

Thoughtfully designed and beautifully finished inside and out, the Aqua Lodge features fiberglass pontoons, a wood-beamed lofted ceiling, a 
fully appointed galley, and a full bath with residential-sized fixtures. The main salon is open and bright, while the master stateroom features a 

panoramic water view and a private deck.  With the cost of building on the waterfront ever increasing, the Aqua Lodge is an affordable alternative.
We currently have three (3) identical Floating Cottages available at $115,000. each. These are new houseboats that have never been used. With 

the acquisition of all three one could start a unique Air B&B type business in a nice location. 
NOTE:  There is no propulsion included. An outboard engine could be installed on the bracket but, these boats are not equipped with any 

propulsion. They would need to be towed or trucked to their destination.

S A N  R A FA E L  •  2 5  T H I R D  S T R E E T  •  S A N  R A FA E L ,  C A  9 4 9 0 1  •  ( 4 1 5 )  4 5 3 - 4 7 7 0

35’ ENDURANCE PILOTHOUSE
   $59,000

   San Rafael (415) 453-4770

36’ C&C 36, 1978
$39,500

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

41’ JEANNEAU 419, 2019
$289,000

    Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

30’ HUNTER
   $29,900

   SAN RAFAEL (415) 453-4770

50’ SOLARIS 50, 2017
$839,000

 Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

SOLD



CALENDAR

Non-Race
 Feb. 1, 15, 22 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon, via 
YouTube, noon. StFYC, www.stfyc.com/wyl.
 Feb. 2 — Groundhog Day.
 Feb. 2 — Speaker Series, Corinthian YC, Tiburon, 7 p.m. 
Behind the PHRF Curtain with Seadon Wijsen of North Sails. 
Free; open to the public. RSVP to speakers@cyc.org.
 Feb. 3-11 — Seattle Boat Show, Lumen Field Event Center 
& Bell Harbor Marina. Info, www.seattleboatshow.com.
 Feb. 4 — USCG Auxiliary Vessel Safety Check, Oakland 
YC, 9:30 a.m. Free. Non-members RSVP (and reserve a spot 
at the guest dock) with gm@oaklandyachtclub.com.
 Feb. 4 — Race to Alaska Tailgate Party, Seattle Boat Show, 
4 p.m. until the free food and beer runs out. Games, music, 
food, stories. Free. Info, www.r2ak.com.
 Feb. 4-5 — International Offshore Safety at Sea Seminar 
with Hands-On Training, San Diego YC. $375. Info, https://
sailaweigh.org.
 Feb. 4-25 — Small Boat Sailing, South Beach Harbor, San 
Francisco, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays, weather permitting; 
RSVP in advance. Free. BAADS, www.baads.org/sailing.
 Feb. 5 — Ted Keech will discuss Rounding, Oakland YC, 
Alameda, 10 a.m. Free. RSVP, race@oaklandyachtclub.com.
 Feb. 5 — Herring Festival, Spinnaker Restaurant, 
Sausalito, 4-7 p.m. Herring tasting, no-host bar, magic show, 
raffl e, auction. SCBC, secretary@cassgidley.org.
 Feb. 7-Mar. 9 — USCGA Boating Skills & Seamanship, 
via Zoom on Tuesdays & Thursdays with in-person option on 
Tuesdays at Loch Lomond YC, San Rafael, 7-9 p.m. Satisfi es 
CA Boater Card education requirement. $85 cash or check 
only includes textbook. Info, marinboatingclasses@yahoo.com.
 Feb. 8 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon, in person at 
StFYC, noon. Jim DeWitt 8 Bells Celebration of a Life Well 
Sailed & Painted. Bring boats, fl owers, stories. Followed by 2 
p.m. parade of boats, fl ower drop and ash scattering. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com/wyl.
 Feb. 8 — Transpac Seminar, 6-8 p.m. Presented by Peter 
Isler for navigators, tacticians and watch captains. Info, www.
transpacyc.com.
 Feb. 8 — Singlehanded Transpacifi c Race seminar, via 
Zoom, 7:30 p.m. Returning the boat (under sail or by freighter). 
Free. Register, https://tinyurl.com/3bcb5f8j.
 Feb. 9 — Speaker Series, Corinthian YC, Tiburon, 7 p.m. 
Figure-8 Voyage Version 2 with Randall Reeves. Free; open 
to the public. RSVP to speakers@cyc.org.
 Feb. 9, Mar. 9 — Single Sailors Association Mixers, Oak-
land YC, Alameda, 6:30-9 p.m. RSVP by noon on 2/7 or 3/7. 
$15. Info, www.singlesailors.org.
 Feb. 10 — Movie Night, Spaulding Marine Center, 
Sausalito, 6:30 p.m. Pirates of the Caribbean — The Curse of 
the Black Pearl. Free. Info, www.spauldingcenter.org.
 Feb. 10 — First Time Caribbean Chartering, Berkeley YC, 
7 p.m. Presentation by Ann and Rick Waltonsmith. Free; all 
are welcome. Info, www.berkeleyyc.org.
 Feb. 11 — USCG Boater Safety Course, Oakland YC, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. $50 cash or check includes book, exam, card & 
certifi cate and lunch. RSVP required by 2/8 to education@
oaklandyachtclub.com. Followed by:
 Feb. 11 — Open House, OYC, 3-5 p.m. Info, membership@
oaklandyachtclub.com or www.oaklandyachtclub.net.
 Feb. 11 — Grand Opening, Naos Yachts San Francisco Bay, 
Maritime Centre, Richmond, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Info, www.
naosyachts.com.
 Feb. 13-18 — SUP Build Week, Spaulding Marine Center, 
Sausalito. Info, www.spauldingcenter.org.

Latitude 38

CALL OR EMAIL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina 

for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~ THE ONLY BOAT YARD IN ALAMEDA ~

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.boatyardgm.com
We're just a 'click' away.



Latitude 38

Alameda:  (510) 521-1327 
Sausalito: (443) 454-2275
San Diego:  (619) 681-0633
Marina del Rey: (310) 821-8300 

www.CruisingYachts.net

JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN BOAT EVENT, FEB. 18 & 19
BEST WAY TO START THE NEW YEAR IS WITH A NEW BOAT

‘96 CATALINA 36 - $69,000

‘95 CATALINA 42 - $139,000

‘94 CATALINA 36 - $65,000

CATALINA 315 - IN STOCK ‘07 CATALINA 42 - $189,000

‘09 ROBERT PERRY 20 - $39,500

BAVARIA C50 - IN STOCK

‘92 CATALINA 34 - $43,000

‘94 MORGAN 38 CC - $89,900

BAVARIA C45 - IN STOCK

‘82 TAYANA 37 - $55,000‘94 JEANNEAU 37.1 - $56,000

Come aboard our 
new Catalina 425 and 
Bavaria C 42, at our 
Alameda location at 
1070 Marina Village 
Pkwy., Suite # 101A, 
Alameda, CA 94501.

When: Saturday & Sunday,  
February 18th & 19th, 
10am to 4pm.
Phone: 510-521-1327
Refreshments provided. 

MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR EVEN BETTER! IN STOCK AT OUR SISTER LOCATIONS.
SAN DIEGO: CATALINA 315, BAVARIA C-42, C-45        

MARINA DEL REY: BAVARIA C-38, C-45, C-50

Catalina 425 Bavaria C 42

Free Custom Dodger 
by Alameda Canvas 

on all new boats.

NEW

NEW

NEW

Sale Pending

SOLD!



CALENDAR

Feb. 14 — Valentine's Day.
Feb. 16, 23, Mar. 8 — Newport to Ensenada Race semi-

nars, 7 p.m. 2/16: Dana Point YC; 2/23: Bahia Corinthian 
YC, Corona del Mar; 3/8: Seal Beach YC. Info, www.nosa.org.

Feb. 17-19 — SODA Youth Match Racing Clinic, San Diego 
YC. With Dave Perry. SDYC, www.sdyc.org.

Feb. 20 — Presidents' Day.
Feb. 23-24 — First Aid/CPR for Mariners, Seattle Sailing Club, 

5:30-9:30 p.m. $225. Info, www.maritimemedicalguides.org.
Feb. 25-26 — First Aid/CPR for Mariners, Corinthian YC 

of Seattle, or Squalicum Harbor, Bellingham, WA, 8 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. $375. Info, www.maritimemedicalguides.org.
 Mar. 4 — Sail a Small Boat Day. Test-sail a variety of small 
craft. Free. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
 Mar. 8 — Singlehanded Transpacifi c Race seminar, via 
Zoom, 7:30 p.m. Provisioning: food, water, medicine. Free. 
Register, https://tinyurl.com/3bcb5f8j.
 Mar. 9 — Speaker Series, Corinthian YC, Tiburon, 7 p.m. 
Sounds of the Ocean with Michael Stocker, Ph.D., founder of 
Ocean Conservation Research. Free. RSVP, speakers@cyc.org.
 Mar. 11-12 — First Aid/CPR for Mariners, Los Angeles 
Maritime Institute, San Pedro, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $375. Info, 
www.maritimemedicalguides.org.
 Mar. 12 — Spring forward one hour for Daylight Saving 
Time, 2 a.m. (Beer can racing will soon follow!)
 Mar. 14-16 — Mariners Weather Hazards Workshop, Na-
tional Hurricane Center, Miami, FL, and online (hybrid), 9:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. EDT. Registration, https://tinyurl.com/2sne4372.

Racing
 Feb. 4 — Double Up and Back. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
 Feb. 4 — Super Bowl Charity Regatta. Santa Monica Wind-
jammers YC, www.smwyc.info/Juniors.
 Feb. 4, Mar. 11 — Spring Shorteez Regatta. CPYC, www.
cpyc.com.
 Feb. 4-5 — Women's Winter Invitational. SDYC, www.
sdyc.org.
 Feb. 4-5, 18-19, 25-26 — SCYA Midwinter Regatta at 25 
Central/Southern California venues from Morro Bay to San 
Diego. SCYA, www.scyamidwinterregatta.org.
 Feb. 17-19 — Birthday Regatta & Leukemia Cup, Lake 
Pleasant, AZ. Arizona YC, www.arizonayachtclub.org.
 Feb. 18 — Girts Rekevics Memorial Foul Weather Race & 
Cruise, Friday Harbor, WA. SJIYC, www.sjiyc.com.
 Feb. 24-25 — Islands Race, Point Fermin to San Diego. 
NHYC/SDYC, www.nhyc.org or www.sdyc.org.
 Feb. 25 — Singlehanded/Doublehanded Corinthian Race. 
SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.
 Feb. 26 — Tune-Up Race, Monterey. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
 Mar. 4 — Linda Newland All-Women's Skipper Race. IYC, 
www.iyc.org.
 Mar. 4 — Mercury NorCal #1. EYC, www.encinal.org.
 Mar. 4 — Berger/Stein Series, Palos Verdes Point & Return. 
Del Rey YC, www.dryc.org.
 Mar. 4-5 — California Dreamin' Match Race Series. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com.
 Mar. 4-5 — BAYS Winter #3 (youth). SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
 Mar. 4-5 — E.E. Manning Regatta, with ocean and bay 
courses in Long Beach. ABYC, www.abyc.org.
 Mar. 5 — Bob Furney Memorial Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
 Mar. 11 — Long Distance #1. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
 Mar. 11-12 — Big Daddy Regatta, with buoy racing Satur-
day and a pursuit race Sunday. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
 Mar. 11-12 — J/105 & J/88 Invitational Regatta. SYC, 
www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.

Latitude 38

(510) 981-6740
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MARITIME CENTRE

530 West Cutting Blvd.

Point Richmond, CA 94804

Life is too short to stay at the dock! 
naosyachts.com

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
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BENETEAU OC30.1 #265
$250,819

LOS ANGELES

BENETEAU OC 40.1 #112
$441,714

LOS ANGELES

BENETEAU OC38.1 #713
$333,597

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BENETEAU OC46.1 #376
$625,427

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BENETEAU OC51.1 #317
$870,473

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

NEEL 43 #15
$648,500

LOS ANGELES

LAGOON 42 #749
CALL FOR PRICE

LOS ANGELES/SAN FRANCISCO BAY

LOS ANGELES - GUNNAR SWANSON (714) 659-3066
CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR - BRAD FISHER (808) 679-1700

SAN FRANCISCO BAY - TORBEN BENTSEN (510) 851-3082 - SAM GORDON (415) 465-9045
 

NAOSYACHTS.COM

LAGOON 40 # 331
CALL FOR PRICE

LOS ANGELES/SAN FRANCISCO BAY
 

BENETEAU OC34.1 #34
$310,085

LOS ANGELES

DEALERSHIP
BROKERAGE

LAGOON 46 # 505
CALL FOR PRICE

LOS ANGELES/SAN FRANCISCO BAY



FLYER 10 #213
$409,965

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

ANTARES 8 #141
$202,979

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

FLYER 9 SpaceDeck #40
$269,671

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

WELLCRAFT 222 #41
$117,885

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

ANTARES 11 #259
$461,928

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

FLYER 8 SpaceDeck #209
$191,347

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

TIKI BLUE 2005 BENETEAU 423 
$165,000

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

 MAINTENANCE
SERVICE
RIGGING 

LOS ANGELES - 13555 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292
CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR - 3617 Victoria Ave., Oxnard, CA 93035

SAN FRANCISCO BAY - 530 West Cutting Blvd., Point Richmond, CA 94804
 

MOKE 2016 DUFOUR 512
$429,000

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

E2 2015 BENETEAU OCEANIS 31
$104,000

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

FOUR WINNS H2 #213
CALL FOR PRICE

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR



CALENDAR

 Mar. 11-12 — Intercollegiate/High School Regatta. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com.
 Mar. 12 — Single/Doublehanded Series #1. SeqYC, www.
sequoiayc.org.
 Mar. 12 — PHRF Spring 1 & 2. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
 Mar. 14 — First Tuesday Night Beer Can Race. SCYC, 
www.scyc.org.
 Mar. 15 — First Wednesday Night Beer Can Race. SCYC, 
www.scyc.org.
 Mar. 17-19 — San Diego NOOD Regatta. SDYC, www.
sdyc.org.

Midwinter Series
 BENICIA YC — Frostbite Series: 2/11, 3/11. Info, www.
beniciayachtclub.org.
 BERKELEY YC — Separate Saturday & Sunday Midwinter 
Series: 2/11-12; Champion of Champions: 2/26. Chowder 
Series: Every Sunday through March except when it confl icts 
with the Midwinters. Info, www.berkeleyyc.org.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.
 CORINTHIAN YC — Final Midwinters weekend: 2/18-19. 
Info, www.cyc.org.
 COYOTE POINT YC — Winter Races: 2/12, 2/26, 3/12, 
3/26. Info, www.cpyc.com.
 ENCINAL YC — Jack Frost Series concludes: 2/4, 3/4 
(make-up). Info, www.encinal.org or www.jibeset.net.
 GOLDEN GATE YC — Manny Fagundes Seaweed Soup 
Regatta: 2/4, 3/4. Info, www.ggyc.org or www.jibeset.net.
 ISLAND YC — Island Days: 2/12, 3/12. Info, www.iyc.org 
or www.jibeset.net.
 KONOCTI BAY SC — OSIRs (Old Salts in Retirement) every 
Wednesday, year round. Info, www.kbsail.org.
 LAKE MERRITT SC — Robinson Memorial Midwinters: 
2/11, 3/12. Denis, (707) 338-6955.
 MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Perry Cup for Mercurys: 
2/4. Info, www.mercury-sail.com.
 OAKLAND YC — Sunday Brunch Race Series: 2/5, 2/19, 
3/5, 3/19, 4/2. Info, www.oaklandyachtclub.net or www.
jibeset.net.
 RICHMOND YC — Small Boat Midwinters: 2/5, 3/5. Info, 
www.richmondyc.org.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Midwinters: 2/18, 3/18. Info, www.
scyc.org.
 SAUSALITO YC — Chili Midwinter Regatta: 2/5, 3/5. 
RegattaPRO Winter One Design: 2/11, make-up races TBA. 
Info, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Winter Series: 2/4, 3/4. Redwood Cup 
pursuit race series: 2/11, 3/18. Info, www.sequoiayc.org or 
www.jibeset.net.
 SOUTH BEACH YC — Midwinters: 2/18, 3/18. Info, www.
southbeachyachtclub.org.
 TIBURON YC — Mott Midwinters: 2/4, 3/4. Info, www.
tyc.org or www.jibeset.net.
 VALLEJO YC — Tiny Robbins Midwinters: 2/4, 3/4, 4/1. 
Info, www.vyc.org or www.jibeset.net.
 YACHT RACING ASSOCIATION — Shorthanded Sunday 
Midwinters: 2/26. Info, www.yra.org or www.jibeset.net.

In the Tropics
 Feb. 4-13 — Cruise-in Week/Fiesta de Veleros, Barra de 
Navidad, Jalisco, Mexico. Fundraiser for local schools. Info, 
www.facebook.com/profi le.php?id=100063917807042.
 Feb. 12-26 — Sailfest, Zihuatanejo, Mexico. Fundraiser 
for local schools. Info, https://porlosninos.com/sailfest-2023.

Latitude 38

Alameda  (510) 865-4700

clubnautique.net

New 2022 Jeanneau SO 440 - 3 cabin, 2 heads, electric
winches, dodger and Jeanneau proprietary walk around decks

Coming in 2023: Jeanneau SO 490 - 3 cabins, 2 heads,
electric winches, inverter, and more

Coming in 2023 Jeanneau SO 380 - owners cabin layout
with 2 cabin, 2 heads and Jeanneau walk around decks

Coming in 2023: Jeanneau SO 349 - 2 cabins, 1 head 
family cruiser

Available Now/Early 2023
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                                                   Benefits include:
� Excellent employee discounts

� On Site Job Training

� Weekly pay

� 401(k) plan with profit sharing component

� Paid time oo (PTO) and paid holidays

� Health, dental & life insurance� Health, dental & life insurance

Schedule / Pay:

Full Time - M-F  8:00 am - 5:00 pm

$24 - $34/hr DOE

 The ideal candidate is a competitive self-starter 

  that thrives in a fast-paced environment. The 

   inside Sales Representative is responsible for 

    maximizing product sales as well as expanding 

     the company’s customer base. The Inside 

      Sales Rep assists walk-in and phone-in 

       customers on product selection and performs        customers on product selection and performs 

        sales/return transactions. The Rep must 

         develop a strong working know  ledge of  our 

          20,000 products.
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Full Time - M-F  8:00 am - 5:00 pm

$24 - $34/hr DOE

 The ideal candidate is a competitive self-starter 

  that thrives in a fast-paced environment. The 

   inside Sales Representative is responsible for 

    maximizing product sales as well as expanding 

     the company’s customer base. The Inside 

      Sales Rep assists walk-in and phone-in 

       customers on product selection and performs        customers on product selection and performs 

        sales/return transactions. The Rep must 

         develop a strong working know  ledge of  our 

          20,000 products.

Inside Sales Representative:



CALENDAR

Source: https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov

date/day slack max slack max
2/04Sat 0112 0324/1.1E 0542 0842/2.1F
 1142 1454/1.9E 1848 2212/2.8F
2/05Sun 0148 0354/1.1E 0624 0918/2.2F
 1224 1524/2.0E 1924 2242/2.7F
2/11Sat  0100/2.4F 0424 0706/1.4E
 1012 1330/1.4F 1706 1936/0.9E
 2148 
2/12Sun  0142/2.2F 0500 0742/1.4E
 1106 1436/1.2F 1842 2036/0.6E
 2236 
2/18Sat 0012 0218/1.1E 0442 0748/2.6F
 1042 1354/2.5E 1800 2118/3.3F
2/19Sun 0048 0306/1.4E 0536 0842/2.8F
 1136 1448/2.6E 1842 2154/3.4F
2/20Mon 0124 0342/1.6E 0630 0930/2.9F
 1230 1536/2.6E 1918 2230/3.4F
2/25Sat  0106/2.6F 0430 0706/1.6E
 1054 1412/1.7F 1742 1948/1.0E
 2224 
2/26Sun  0148/2.2F 0518 0748/1.4E
 1206 1548/1.5F 1906 2100/0.7E
 2318 

February Weekend Currents
NOAA Predictions for .88 NM NE of the Golden Gate Bridge

February Weekend Tides
Predictions for Station 9414290, San Francisco (Golden Gate)

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW
2/04Sat 0418/3.0 1006/6.0 1706/-0.5
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
2/5Sun 0017/4.8 0454/2.8 1044/5.9 1735/-0.4
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
2/11Sat 0252/5.3 0901/1.5 1506/4.0 2031/1.8
2/12Sun 0327/5.5 1005/1.2 1634/3.6 2114/2.4
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
2/18Sat 0307/2.8 0915/6.8 1610/-1.4 2318/5.1
2/19Sun 0401/2.3 1010/6.8 1654/-1.4 2354/5.3
2/20Mon 0452/1.9 1104/6.7 1735/-1.2
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
2/25Sat 0254/5.8 0932/0.6 1610/4.0 2103/2.3
2/26Sun 0336/5.7 1042/0.6 1751/3.8 2205/2.9

 Mar. 10-16 — Newport Beach to Cabo San Lucas Interna-
tional Yacht Race. NHYC, www.nhyc.org.
 Mar. 14-18 — Banderas Bay Regatta. Racing and fi estas 
for cruisers. Vallarta YC, www.banderasbayregatta.com.
 Apr. 28-30 — 75th Newport to Ensenada Race. Traditional 
125-mile course plus 90-mile Newport-San Diego course. 
NOSA, www.nosa.org.
 May 17-20 — Tahiti Pearl Regatta, îles Sous-le-Vent, 
French Polynesia. Info, www.tahitipearlregatta.com.
 June 25 — Singlehanded Transpacifi c Yacht Race to Ha-
nalei starts from San Francisco. SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.
 June 27, 29, July 1 — Transpac Race to Honolulu starts 
from L.A. TPYC, www.transpacyc.com.
 July 21-24 — Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendez-vous. Latitude 
38 is a sponsor. Info, www.tahiti-moorea-sailing-rdv.com.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. Please, no phone-ins! Calendar 
listings are for marine-related events that are free or don't 
cost much to attend. The Calendar is not meant to support 
commercial enterprises.

Latitude 38

Largest and newest charter fleet in the Bay!

Nationally-recognized boating school

US Sailing and US Powerboating Certifications

Club events and flotillas

Private instruction available

clubnautique.net

Alameda
(510) 865-4700

Sausalito
(415) 332-8001

Making Dreams Come True Since 1980
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A boatyard for the 21st century 
built with the experience of decades. 

• Professional project management • Fixed price quoting • 
• Customer satisfaction guarantee • Environmentally conscious • 

• Full service • Modern technology •

310 West Cutting Blvd., Richmond, CA
510-237-0140 • office@baymaritime.com
sbm.baymaritime.com



LETTERS

⇑⇓ ANDY TURPIN, PACIFIC PUDDLE JUMP RALLIES, 
EMAIL LISTS AND FACEBOOK GROUPS
 The Pacifi c Puddle Jump rally (not connected with this 
email list, Pacifi cPuddleJump@groups.io) was created by 
Andy Turpin and Latitude 38 25 years ago. At that time, 
there was no easy way to connect to other boats heading 
across the Pacifi c, nor was there an easy way to receive and 
share information between boats planning on that voyage.  
 Since its inception, Andy has run or organized scores of 
free seminars, written dozens of articles sharing information
about the Pacifi c crossing, liaised with government offi cials, 
and created long-lasting relationships throughout the re-
gion. He basically laid much of the groundwork for all the 
groups and rallies that followed.
 I was recently made aware of the Pacifi c Voyagers (Puddle 
Jump Boats) Facebook group that was started as an alterna-
tive to the PPJ Rally. Though I prefer people share cruising 
information via email lists (like this one) which are more 
inclusive, there's room for multiple channels to distribute 
information about crossing the Pacifi c.
 In the case of the Pacifi c Voyagers group, however, the 
tone of the administrators is not very kind in reference to 
the Pacifi c Puddle Jump rally. They seem to ignore Andy's 
contribution to the Pacifi c sailing community and depict him 
as taking advantage of cruisers. 
 Nothing could be further from the truth.

 The FB group uses the term "Puddle Jump" in their title, a 
phrase which Andy coined 25 years ago. The discounts they 
tout at Tahiti Crew would not have existed without the PPJ; 
in fact, Tahiti Crew is the successful business it is because 
of the PPJ rally's support and promotion of their services. 
Many of the marinas and businesses that offer discounts to 
cruisers through a variety of rallies or groups were brought 
into the fold because of Andy's work with Tahiti Tourisme 
and the South Pacifi c Sailing Network.
 Unfortunately, social media has become such a strong 
voice in the cruising community that those whose fi rst expo-
sure to the Pacifi c Puddle Jump was via that FB group will 
have a skewed view of its history and motivations.
 This is not an advertisement for the PPJ rally. Whether 
you join or not is a personal decision, and it's clear the ad-
ministrators don't want to join. That's fi ne; we're not really 
rally people either. However, I hope they will take a kinder 
tone to the work done by others. 
 The online world is fi lled with those trying to get rich, 

Latitude 38

Latitude's editor-at-large, and the visionary of the Pacifi c Puddle Jump, 
Andy Turpin.
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NAPA VALLEY MARINA

Distributors for Brownell
Boat Stands

Dealers for

(707) 252-8011
www.napavalleymarina.com

Dry Storage Available
Power and Sail

We think all boats belong in the water, but 
sometimes life gets in the way.
Reasons beyond your control sometimes
dictate a change.

 Hydraulic trailer. NO STRAPS!

 out your boat.

Come visit us – let's talk!

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

GREAT
RATES!



Luxury Reimagined

Walking a beach where the only footprints in the sand, are your own. Enjoying a refreshing drink from an 

island bar only accessible by boat. Waking up each morning with the flexibility to sail anywhere you wish. These 

experiences redefine luxury -- and are the hallmark of any yacht charter vacation. 

This year, we invite you to discover unbridled freedom and authentic travel experiences with The Moorings. 

Unforgettable moments await.

MOORINGS.COM | 800.669.6529
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get famous, or form a brand/cult-following. Rather than 
hold those people up as our oracles, how about we recognize 
when individuals support the cruising community without 
that agenda? Those are people who should be thanked, not 
derided.
 So, thanks, Andy. And thanks to all of you for reading 
and being part of this group.

Bruce Balan 
Migration, Cross 46 Trimaran

Nuku Hiva, Marquesas

⇑⇓ KUDOS FOR ANDY
 We would like to acknowledge the extraordinary contribu-
tion Andy Turpin has made to the success of small cruis-
ing boats crossing the Pacific to French Polynesia. First and 
foremost, he created community through his work, and that 
made us all safer. He also created enthusiasm for our hosts 
and they for us, which helped us to arrive and stay as wel-
come guests.
 We chose to jump off from Panama City to the Marquesas, 
and he recognized that there were many of us doing so. In 
2009, he organized a PPJ rally from Panama City. Thanks to 
Andy's efforts, we met, we organized, and we crossed safely 
and dealt with a few serious issues along the way.
 We are so glad he's now out there on the Puddle enjoying 
the benefits he worked so hard to acquire and protect.

Leslie and Philip
Carina, M33 #16

The Pacific

⇑⇓ KUDOS, AND BEER, FOR ANDY
 Andy is a treasure to the cruising community. For years, 
Andy has been the mainstay each year to insure the PPJ 
runs well and the Mo'orea party goes off without a hitch.   
 Finally, Andy was able to tear himself away from Lat38 
and set off on his own boat. He's now enjoying French Poly-
nesia, so you may see him sharing an anchorage with you. 
Stop by, introduce yourself, and let him know he is appreci-
ated. Saying 'thank you' seems a little light — I think "Buy 
Andy a beer" along with a thank you seems more appropri-
ate. The cruising community needs more people like Andy 
within their ranks. Safe sailing.

Chuck Houlihan
Jacaranda, Allied 39 sloop

The Pacific

⇑⇓ WHAT A CROC! OR IS IT? 
 Crocodiles are definitely in the mangroves near the 

Vallarta Yacht Club. 
We would jump into 
the dinghy — to the 
delight of my lovely 
wife, Laura — and 
slowly motor along 
the overgrown edg-
es of the mangrove. 
Finally, after sev-
eral excursions, she 
spotted one!
 Iguanas? Now 
that's another sto-
ry. There are more 
than you can count. 
A large male had a 
romantic affliction 

Latitude 38

Yes, that is a crocodile at the Puerto Vallarta 
Marina in Mexico. It's another symptom of 
development in or near wild animals' habitats.
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Mōli,

Randall Reeves with 
Full Batten Mainsail, 
125% Genoa and Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
TIM HENRY/LATITUDE 38

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro  (800) 883-7245  (415) 332-4104  Fax (415) 332-0943

www.hoodsails-sf.com  hoodsails@aol.com

THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN 
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH

Great Job Randall on the Figure Eight  
Voyage. Sixty thousand miles in the 
world's toughest  oceans  with  Hood Sails.

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth 
performs like the laminates with the 
durability of Dacron®, especially in roller 
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® 
is lighter, lower stretch, and retains 
its shape over a longer life than any 
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruis-
ing sailors. That's because Hood 
Vectran® is woven, not laminated 
to Mylar® fi lm. And you can be 
sure that each sail we roll out 
is built by hand, with the same 
care and craftsmanship that has 
been the Hood hallmark for 50 
years. To discuss your sailcloth 
needs – whether our state-of-
the-art Vectran® or our soft, 
tight-weave Dacron® – give 
us a call today.

  Sails & Service 
  New Sails
  Sail Repairs
  Furling Conversions
  Free Pickup & Delivery
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with our sailboat (docked in slip E6) and would come aboard 
time after time. Upon returning from the states we would 
not be pleased with the presents he'd deposited on Tally Ho's 
deck. Laura and the intrepid intruder once met unexpect-
edly near the solar panels. (He was obviously working on 
his tan.) Meeting face to face caused both parties to scream 
in horror. Laura dove through the companionway while the 
rough-skinned trespasser dove headlong into the estuary.

Rich Brazil
Tally Ho, Nauticat 43

Mexico

 Rich was commenting on the December 21, 2022, 'Lectronic 
Latitude with the same name as this letter. Are there croco-
diles in Mexico? Yes there are, along with signs, and locals, 
warning about them. 

⇑⇓ THE SUSPICIOUSLY "WILD" CROCS CONVENIENTLY 
FOUND ON A "JUNGLE TOUR"
 I wanted to share this sign we saw in Islita, near San 
Blas. We took the "Jungle Tour" up the Tovara River, which 
was well worth it and advertised croc sightings, but we be-
came suspicious when the panga driver seemed to know ex-
actly where the crocs were, and they were conveniently on 
the waterway so we could slow down to take pictures. 
 Further innuendo: There's a sign at the Marina Riviera 
Nayarit in La Cruz, where we are right now, that warns of a 
croc being resident in what I believe in Australia is known as 
a 'billabong' situated in the marina basin. Of course, we will 
share any photographic evidence. 

Nick Sands 
Escapade 

Sausalito; Currently in La Cruz, Nayarit

⇑⇓ LOCALS ONLY ON DOCK THREE
 There is a crocodile at La Cruz Marina in Banderas Bay. 
It hangs out at dock three. I have a picture of it.

Eric and Kerry Meiier
Arinaar, Bristol 40

Mexico
 

⇑⇓ POR FAVOR! TENGA CUIDADO! (PLEASE BE CAREFUL) 
 I'm grateful the attendants at Marina Ixtapa warned me, 
urgently, to pull my legs out of the water from the dock. Yes, 

Latitude 38

"If you spot a crocodile or nest, stay away," reads the sign above. "The 
nesting season is between the months of April and May." The sign also 
says that the female is always watching the nest, and advises not to 
throw away any food near the nest, which adversely affects the habitat. 
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Is Your Fuel Keenan Clean?

Is Fuel Your 
Dirty Little 
Secret?
Dirty fuel is the most common 
cause of diesel engine shut-down! 
Take control of your motor 
with a complete fuel 
management system. 
Our MK60SP 
premium dual 
filter system 
incorporates 
all our newest 
features and offers 
everything you 
need to keep your fuel 
clean and motor running.

Motor Reliability 
Starts With Clean Fuel

MK60SP

Systems Include Remote Mounted 
Warning Panel With Alarm Mute

Single & Dual Filter Systems 
Available With Up to                     
1500 GPH Flow Rates.

Cleans

Warns

Tests

Primes

Saves

For Fall Show Discounts
Shop Online or Call - Use Discount Code - 9382
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LIVE THE ADVENTURE

SEA BEYOND
WASHINGTON • CALIFORNIA • FLORIDA • MARYLAND • CANADA • PHILIPPINES

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

(510) 227-2100
SAN DIEGO

(619) 523-1745
LOS ANGELES

(310) 827-2567

2023 Tartan 455
Seattle Yachts  844.692.2487

2022 Hanse 458 
Seattle Yachts  844.692.24878

IN BUILD

2015 Hanse 455   $399,000 
Tom Mowbray  415.497.3366

2023 Tartan 365
Seattle Yachts  844.692.2487 Seattle Yachts  844.692.2487

2019 J/121   $524,500 
Kenyon Martin  858.775.5937

2023 Hanse 460
Seattle Yachts  844.692.24878

2009 Jeanneau 54  $388,000
Tom Mowbray  415.497.3366

2007 Tayana 460 PH   $265,000 
Tom Mowbray  415.497.3366

IN BUILD

IN STOCK

SELL YOUR 
BOAT!

LIST WITH US!

IN BUILD
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crocs lurk there, maybe even under that dock to cool. Div-
ers there insist the boat owners move out to ocean water for 
them to scrub the bottoms.

Marlaina Lindauer

 Marlaina — We were afraid for our dogs just walking 
down those docks.

Gayle Fox

⇑⇓ CROCS? YES. MICROSCOPIC THINGS? YES. AND 
FISHING? YES.
 Yes, there are crocs here at Vallarta Yacht Club — I have 
seen them several times. There are also typically many div-
ers in the water cleaning boat bottoms every day. Typically, 
the crocs (crockagators?) stay well up within the waters that 
feed the Nuevo Vallarta estuary and have no effect on any-
one. I have occasionally seen crocs moving through the ma-
rina area, and if they decide to stop near any of the docks, 
the divers are not allowed to remain in the water.  
 Something about safety and all that.  
 Once in a great 
while, one sees a 
"log" that is moving 
against the wind or 
the current while it 
is in the middle of 
the estuary. Sel-
dom do they come 
near the boats. 
People scare them, 
too.
 All of this said, 
when folks take 
their dinghy into 
the freshwater in-
put channel, it is 
worth taking time 
to be observant. The water gets shallow not extremely long 
after passing under the bridge at the end of the marina, and 
the crocs do like shallow water. There's also a great deal of 
building taking place along those parts of the channel, and 
it affects where the crocs are able to spend their time.  
 All in all, I would be more concerned about the micro-
scopic things growing in the water. Even in cool weather, 
there are many types of "things" growing that affect the color 
of the water. With luck, one can see a couple of feet into the 
water, but typically it's more like inches. Then there are the 
red tides, which happen frequently during the warm weath-
er. Red tides kill fi sh and make diving a problem.
 Thinking of fi sh and when the water is favorable — which 
is most of the time — there are many local folks who fi sh with 
nets. Watching them throw the nets from both dock and/or 
very small boats is one of the very beautiful and magical 
sights to see: hands at an angle, nets spreading through 
the air with no tangles and then landing fully spread is awe-
some. I have had several of the net fi shermen offer to let me 
have a chance to throw their nets. Perhaps I will attempt it 
one of these days, but never having done such a thing, I am 
afraid I will get everything tied into knots.

PJ Landresse 
   La Cuna, Hunter Passage 42 

San Pedro/Mexico

⇑⇓ OTHER UNEXPECTED SEALIFE
 I once went solo snorkeling with the sea lions at Los 

Latitude 38

With all the dinghies and docks, and with the ocean 
so near, it's easy to forget that Vallarta Yacht Club, 
seen above, is uncomfortably close to the habitat 
of native crocodiles.
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• Apprentices work along-side tradesmen
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Islotes north of Espiritu Santo. During the COVID times, 
there was no one else around, and it took a bit of nerve to 
slip into the water. They were fascinating, to say the least. 
One of my favorite memories from the Sea.

Brian Timpe
Epic, Wilderness 1100 Catamaran

Mexico

⇑⇓ EMERGENCY DRESSING 
 Anchored off Martha's Vineyard four years ago, I dove 
head first into a jellyfish.
 That was an experience I have no interest in repeating.
 All we had on board to help was balsamic vinaigrette, 
which helped ease the stinging, but then I smelled like a 
salad. But at least the pain subsided. I'll be more careful in 
the future blithely diving off the boat!

Jan Passion
Hokahey, Seawind 1000

Richmond

⇑⇓ SWIMMING IN THE OCEAN
 I often snorkeled in Central America, Guna Yala, Bonaire, 
and the Bahamas. Never knew what I'd meet, but saw nurse 
sharks, barracudas, sea turtles, needlefish, and all kinds of 
gorgeous tropical fish. 
 Once in Costa Rica, we were awoken by porpoise squeaks, 
and went on deck to witness a midnight display of them 
feeding on bait fish. The phosphorescence looked like fire-
works. Love and miss swimming in the ocean.

Laura Fortune

⇑⇓ I'M BEING FOLLOWED BY A MOON ... BOW? 
 I saw a 'moonbow' and it's pure white, because our eyes 
are very sensitive. But when you take a photo, it will appear 
to be colorful. The light is not coming directly from the sun; 
instead, it is reflected by the white full moon.

Fazekas Andreas
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fazekas was commenting on the August 2016, 'Lectronic: 
Ever Seen a Moonbow? 

⇑⇓ WILL KEEPING IT SIMPLE GET YOU ON THE BAJA 
HA-HA THIS YEAR?  
 I am looking to head south with the Baja Ha-Ha in 2023. 
I have an older Catalina 30 TR that I have been sailing on 
a local reservoir. I have no fridge, watermaker or dedicated 
navigation equipment. I'm trying to put together a list of es-

Latitude 38

Yes, the 'moonbow' is a thing. (And yes, the picture was actually taken 
on a moonlit night.) You can just make out a more faint, secondary 
rain- ... sorry, moonbow.
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Ullman Sails San Francisco  
& Monterey Bay
Dave Hodges
104 Bronson St. #20  
Santa Cruz, CA
831.454.0868  
dhodges@ullmansails.com

Ullman Sails Sausalito
Robin Sodaro
465 Coloma St., Sausalito, CA
415.332.4117
UllmanSailsSausalito@gmail.com

Synthia Petroka
510.205.9412

spetroka@ullmansails.com

1,2,4 seen here at the 2022 Santana 22 Nationals.
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SwiftsureYachts
www.swiftsureyachts.com

206.378.1110
info@swiftsureyachts.com

facebook.com/ swiftsureyachts

P U S H I N G T H E B O U N DA R I E S

The all-new Hallberg-Rassy 50 follows on the 
success of the 57, 44, 40C and 340. The new 
50 is designed for eff ortless sailing and great 
comfort with lots of storage. The Hallberg-Rassy 
50 pushes the boundaries for what is possible 
up to 50 feet and at the same time remains true 
to the classic Hallberg-Rassy fundamentals.

• Carbon mast
• Easily handled modern sailplan
• Spacious center cockpit with twin 

wheels
• Renowned Hallberg-Rassy fi nish
• Walk-in engine room
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340, 372, 400, 40C, 44, 50, 57, 69

SWIFTSURE  YACHTS  PRESENTS  THE  NEW HALLBERG-RASSY 50
EUROPEAN

OF THE YEAR

2022

YACHT
LUXURY CRUISER CATEGORY

FEATURED  LISTING

Ardent
2001 Moody 46 

$289,000

Ardent is an excellent 
example of a well-main-
tained blue water cruising 
yacht. She was designed by 
Bill Dixon of Dixon Yacht 

Design and built by Marine Projects (Plymouth) Ltd 
formally Moody Yachts (A. H. Moody & Sons). Her 
three-cabin, two-head layout allows for a family to 
cruise with plenty of room aboard for everybody. She 
has the overall length to accommodate her center 
cockpit design, allowing the galley to be included in 
the main saloon. Wide side decks, electric winches 
and the cutter rig with furling genoa and staysail 
make for comfortable sailing and easy sail handling, 
even with a shorthanded crew. Ardent has continually 
been upgraded and serviced since the current owner’s 
purchase in August of 2019. She is an excellent value 
for a recently upgraded, high quality three-cabin 
cruising yacht. 

–  KEN  MONAGHAN

QUALITY YACHTS FROM SWIFTSUREYACHTS.COM

In the San Francisco Bay Area,
contact Swiftsure Yachts broker 
Allison Lehman at 510.912.5800
or allison@swiftsureyachts.com.
Swiftsure Yachts serves the 
West Coast from San Francisco 
to Sidney, BC. 

Hinckley Sou’wester 59
1997 • $695,000

Outremer 50S
1999 • $395,000

Beneteau First 45
2010 • $320,000

McConaghy Reichel/Pugh 55
 2007 • $538,000

New yachts for world cruising: 
Allures Yachting     Garcia Yachts

Hallberg-Rassy

53 Gorbon PH 2008 $449,000 
52 Off shore Sedan 1997 $545,000 
48 Monk 1964 $149,000 
48 Saga 2003 $325,000 
47 Tayana 1990 $99,000 
46 Hershine 1987 $99,000 
46 Swan 1984 $155,000 
46 Ker 2006 $229,000 
44 Swan 441 1979 $125,000 

42 Baltic 1982 $130,000 
42 Passport  1980 $150,000 
41 Sceptre 1988 $165,000 
41 BeneteauOceanis41.1 2019 $309,000 
40 Saga 409 2006 $224,000 
40 Ellis Custom 1990 $189,000 
34 Able 1988 $75,000 
34 Jeanneau 349 2020 $215,000 
30 Henderson 1997 $29,000

IN SF BAY AREA • PRICE REDUCEDIN SF BAY AREA
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sential items (I'm fi ne roughing it a bit), just the things that 
you wouldn't leave without. Any information will be helpful.

Duane Woolsey

Duane was commenting on the July 13, 2022, 'Lectronic 
with the same name as this letter. Visit www.latitude38.com/
headingsouth for a link to Latitude's First Timer's Guide, 
which will give you some basics. 

 After doing it twice, it's a fun, safe start to an adventure 
you'll never forget. Prepare properly and just go! We headed 
straight for Z Town and Ixtapa. But you do whatever feels 
right. Don't wait until you're too old to do it on your own.

Tim Mueller
Spica, Catalina 36

San Diego

⇑⇓ WAS THIS MY WORST DAY IN 55 YEARS OF SAILING?
 Nice to read something in Latitude 38 written in that in-
imitable Spindler style. Hang around long enough and you'll 
have an even worse day. 
Embrace it.

Ron Sherwin 
Kinda Blue, Tartan 4100

Latitude Nation

Ron was commenting on 
the December 19, 2022, 'LL 
with the same name as this 
letter, written by Latitude 
founder Richard Spindler.

⇑⇓ YOUR WORST DAY IS 
MY MOST CHERISHED 
READING MATERIAL
 Glad no one was seri-
ously hurt. Keep the faith; 
we mainly armchair sailors 
rely on your stories to get 
us through the gloomy days 
of the Pacifi c Northwest 
winters. 

Ken Brinkley
PNW

⇑⇓ WAS THIS MY WORST DAY IN MANY, MANY YEARS OF 
MARRIAGE?
 From experience I can say that when your wife (or sig-
nifi cant other) goes into the water, that is a bad day. Also, I 
have learned that if they get wrapped in the mooring line and 
slammed against the transom, that is also a bad day. 
 When I switched from dinghy sailing to bigger boats, I no-
ticed that instead of getting wet, I started breaking expensive 
gear. If you take on any sort of adventure, stuff is going to 
break. These things happen when you use your boat. 
 But I think we can agree: Keeping your wife on the boat is 
a good start to a better sailing day!

Mark Wieber

⇑⇓ A QUESTION ABOUT SPINNAKERS, SYMMETRY AND 
RATINGS
 I have an Ericson 35 Mk3 that is raced with a bow-tacked 
asymmetric kite. The rating PHRF (in SoCal) assigns is based 
on a poled-out symmetrical kite, which offers a signifi cant 
advantage on deep downwind runs, particularly windward/

Latitude 38

In December 2022, Latitude founder Rich-
ard Spindler, at the helm of the famed 
mothership 'Profl igate' — seen above 
having some bad luck on an entirely 
different day — ran aground off Punta 
Mita, and sent Spindler's wife, Doña 
de Mallorca, into the drink. No one was 
seriously hurt.
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If you love boating,
this is your place.

www.marinavillageharbor.com

Call now to experience 
resort-caliber amenities 

all year long.

510-521-0905
www.marinavillageharbor.com

1030 Marina Village Parkway 
Alameda, Ca 94501

ASK ABOUT OUR WINTER SPECIALS

If you love boating,
this is your place.

www.marinavillageharbor.com

WATERFRONT OFFICE 
SPACE AVAILABLE
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leewards.
 They either do not understand, or just don't care, about 
the difference. (And they question why their membership is 
on a death spiral!)
 The sailmakers (Ullman, Quantum, etc.) tell me there 
should be a correction due to the inability to square back 
the kite. 
 Have you guys ever covered this topic? Max Ebb?

Jim Morgan
Green Flash, Ericson 35 Mk3

Oceanside

⇑⇓ GO AHEAD AND USE A POLE
 In San Diego, if you are a PHRF boat that was designed 
for symmetrical spinnakers but are using an asymmetrical, 
you are free to use a standard J-length spinnaker pole to 
pole back your asymm without penalty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There are a few more strings attached, but it does give 
you better performance as you sail deep. It is incumbent on 
the owner to equip their boat to the extent the rules allow to 
go fast, not ask for a better rating because they don't have 
all of the equipment they should.  
 If it is a downwind race, we use our symmetrical. If it is 
random length, we use an asymm and a pole. Our A1.5 was 
fl own on a pole during a recent Hot Rum race.

Jay Sorensen
Infi nity, Sydney 41 

San Diego

⇑⇓ DITTO ON THE POLE
 Fly the asymmetrical off a conventional pole, with the 
outboard end of the pole, down and forward when reaching, 
then take the outboard end of the pole up and back to your 
shrouds for deeper sailing. Lots of people are doing that. 
 I was involved with racing and delivering a Jeanneau 52.2 
out of Marina del Rey, and she won her class in the '03, '05 
and '07 Transpacs. Between The Sheets [a Hallberg-Rassy 
62] was a very early adopter of fl ying an asymmetrical this 
way, if you didn't have a sprit. They won double-digit Mexico 
races with the same setup, and every race was a podium fi n-
ish with no hit on their rating.
 All Santa Cruz 70s fl y asymmetricals off conventional 
poles. (There is a certain Andrews 68 that's being optimized, 
and they are putting a TP 52 sprit on her for Transpac.)

Jeffry Matzdorff

Latitude 38

It's time for a spinnaker montage from the Latitude archives. 
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BUY OR RENT A SLIP
• BUY A SLIP – Save money and earn equity! Enjoy tax savings. Listings start at $33,900. 
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• Wide fairways, free wireless, modern facilities and Marina Guard® ground fault monitoring. 
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• Emeryville Yacht Club 
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• SailTime 
• Webosolar
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⇑⇓ A'S ON Z'S, FYI
 We've put Asails on Zamazaan, a custom Farr 52, to help 
compete with the boats in our fl eets. We're doing just fi ne. 
We added a sprit for transfer during jibes, FYI.

O.J. Olson
Zamazaan, Farr 52

Bay Area

⇑⇓ DESECRATING THE ALTAR
 I raced on the Cal 40 No Parlay out of Dana Point for 10 
years, and when we fi nally bought an asym, we poled it back 
just like a symmetrical kite. It worked great, and were able 
to sail a lot deeper. As the wind went forward, we followed 
with the pole until it hit the headstay, then tacked it to the 
bow. We never had any issues with PHRF until we put a 
28-inch sprit on the boat. You would have thought we had 
desecrated an altar. We fi nally ended up taking a small hit, 
but nothing drastic.

Pat Shoemaker, Spin Trimmer
No Parlay, Cal 40

Dana Point 

⇑⇓ A DEBATE BETWEEN RATING AND CLASS
 The only constant with handicap racing is that nobody is 
ever happy with their handicap (aka rating). You do not want 
to be a part of this argument. Find a one-design fl eet.

David Weil

 David — For an Ericson 35 Mk3? Good luck with that! 
Face it, there aren't enough one-design fl eets for all of us 
who want to race.

Max Crittenden

⇑⇓ SPEAKING OF SPINNAKERS
 Here's Freedom fi nishing the SSS Half Moon Bay Race 
near Bell 1. 
 My wife (Muriel) and I did this race, and I did not even 
know someone was taking the photo. (I assume it was some-
one from the Half Moon 
Bay Yacht Club as they 
hosted us after the race. 
Cool pic!)

Jib Martens
Freedom, Worth 40
San Francisco YC 

⇑⇓ THE RESURREC-
TION OF ROSEBUD
 There's a special 
place in this world for 
people who bring old 
sailboats back to their former glories.

Carliane Johnson

 Carliane was commenting on the December 2022 issue 
feature: The Resurrection of Rosebud. Last year, a group of 
friends rescued the Santa Cruz 52 Rosebud from San Lean-
dro Marina. 

⇑⇓ SISTERSHIP 
 I sailed on SC52 Ingrid, hull #2, for many years. Very nice 
boat — fast and comfortable, if you got the full interior. More 
like an SC50 if you got the racing interior, though.

John Sully
Latitude Nation

'Freedom' looking good with symmetrical-
spinnaker power.
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⇑⇓ A DIRE SITUATION
 Kudos on getting the boat out of San Leandro. Rosebud is 
still visible on Google Maps satellite view and on Street View. 
You can see there is approximately zero depth between the 
fingers.

Jack Lennox

⇑⇓ THE FORBIDDEN PATH 
 We have chartered many times in the Puget Sound/Haro 
Strait area with San Juan Yachting, and they have a name 
for forbidden paths in numerous areas up there. "Boat 
blood" can result from crossing or anchoring in these spots 
and you will pay dearly!

Jay Lambert
Nanea, Seawind  Kona, Hawaii

 Jay was commenting on the December 12, 2022, 'Lectronic 
Latitude: The Trouble With Sailing the Forbidden Path.  

⇑⇓ THE PENALTY BOX
   I agree with the other 
commenters that a lack 
of navigation diligence 
is the cause of these 
types of events. A few 
years back, I took my 
sailboat Endless Hu-
bris (appropriate for the 
story!) out during what 
I knew was a king tide. 
 I got stuck in the 
lane going back to Em-
ery Cove Marina for five 
hours until the tides 
released me from the 
"dumb-sailor" penalty 

box. My pride, and being on time for dinner, were the only 
damages.

Maxwell

⇑⇓ NOT THE FIRST TIME
 In years of racing on the Bay, I've seen several boats (all 
sailboats) hung up on that rock. Low tide, and a lack of local 
knowledge, will bite even high-end racers.

Leonard Sellers
Planet Latitude

In late 2021, a boat ventured in between Alca-
traz and the red/green AZ buoy, where there's  
a submerged rock known as 'Little Alcatraz'. 
Have you ever taken a Forbidden Path?
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"The situation was worse than we had imagined," wrote Blaine Pedlow, 
who found the decaying and destined-for-the-crusher 'Rosebud'. Blaine 
and his friends rolled up their sleeves and breathed new life into an old 
boat. "'Rosebud' stands out to me as a testament to the camaraderie 
and find-a-way attitude in the sailing community."
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⇑⇓ INDICATIVE OF A DANGEROUS TREND
 It just illustrates what is happening these days with 
fewer and fewer boaters having any idea how to look at 
a chart or having any concept of navigation. There's too 
much reliance on electronics, or reliance on nothing.

Phil Jay

⇑⇓ WE'RE NOT FINISHED TALKING ABOUT SAILING 
BOOKS (WE NEVER WILL BE)
 Thanks to the days when used-book stores had rows of 
books to discover, there were two great reads published by 
Seven Seas Press in Newport, Rhode Island: North to Baffi n 
Island by John T. Rowland tells the tale of the delivery of a 
30-ft yawl to the Grenfell Mission on Baffi n Island in 1911. 
The Lure of Labrador by Dr. Paul B. Sheldon and members 
of his crew describe the logs from voyages from 1955 to 
1970. 
 The books allowed me to read about places I would not 
visit, but set the basis for how those places and communi-
ties have changed within my lifetime. I always love a great 
book about adventure.

Ants Uiga
Founder, The Three Bridge Fiasco

⇑⇓ THE LASTING INFLUENCE — AND MYSTERIOUS DIS-
APPEARANCE — OF JOSH SLOCUM
 I built a replica of the Spray with my father in New Jer-
sey in the mid-1980s, but after getting the hull built, he 
never fi nished it. Divorce goes with boat building, I guess.

 Prior to that, we traveled to Maine to sail on a replica of 
Spray made by Ed Davis in Bar Harbor. Real sailing in his-
tory, Ed's Spray was as close to original as you could get, if 
you ignored the diesel engine.
 I spent time in the Fairhaven, Massachusetts, library 
doing research on the Spray. In their vault, I found an old 
newspaper article that said, "The Spray was run down by a 
steamer in the night." (They actually had the old newspa-
per clippings in a vault.) 
 Slocum was known not to run with lights at night, and 
a steamer had damage at the level that would indicate a 
boat similar to Spray. (Go to Fairhaven and read it for your-
self. In this day and age, I would have a picture of the 
newspaper clipping.) None of the historians that I know of 
read that clipping, and I do not know if any had been to 
Fairhaven Library.

Joe Maciorowski

Our favorite photo of Captain Joshua Slocum. 
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  Joe was comment-
ing on the December 
9, 2022, 'Lectronic: 
Read of the Week: 
Sailing Alone Around 
the World. 

   We have contacted 
the Fairhaven (aka 
Millicent) Library to 
inquire about these 
newspaper clippings. 
Can light be shed on 
the ultimate demise 
of Captain Joshua 

Slocum? In 1909, Josh Slocum departed Martha's Vineyard, 
Massachusetts, for the Caribbean. Slocum never arrived. 
His wife, Henrietta, told local reporters that she believed the 
famed captain had been lost at sea; Slocum was declared 
legally dead in 1924. 

⇑⇓ THE MOXY
 I can't imagine 
sailing around the 
world singlehanded 
on a boat with all 
those ropes, lines, 
pulleys and thin-
gies all over the 
place that need 
to be attended to, 
not to mention no 
NOAA, Windy, and 
the other weather-
forecasting help we 
have today. "I think 
I'll sail around the 
world by myself 
and whatever hap-
pens, happens" is 
pretty ballsy.

Steve Hajnal
Sugar Magnolia, Kalik 33

Bay Area

⇑⇓ SEEDING FUTURE ADVENTURES
Sailing Alone Around the World was the fi rst book I bought 

for my nephew's own personal library when he was but a 
wee lad. I hoped that in time, when he grew old enough to 
read it, the book would inspire him to live a life of adventure.

Kelvin Meeks
Renaissance, Islander 32 

SoCal

 I have a copy. He was one of the infl uences who encour-
aged me to sail off into the blue.

Michael Scott

 Aside from my "textbooks," it was the fi rst book about 
sailing that I read when I took up the sport in 2003.

William Crowley

 One of my favorite books! I have given it to friends when 
they've purchased a cruising sailboat. A must read.

Dorothy Zimmermann

Few boats are as famous as (or more famous 
than) their skippers, but 'Spray' has inspired 
many replicas over the past century.
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'Spray' was hauled up the Erie Canal to the 1901 
Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo. In the wake 
of 'Sailing Alone Around the World's success, 
Arthur Ransome, the author of 'Swallows and 
Amazons', said, "Boys who do not like this book 
ought to be drowned at once."
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⇑⇓ RECOMMENDATIONS?
 May I offer a recommendation for a book to add to your 
"Books Recommended by Our Readers" list [which you can 
find at www.bookshop.org/shop/Latitude38]?
 The book is Cochrane: The Real Master and Commander 
by David Cordingly. It is an authorized biography of Thomas 
Cochrane, who lived during the Napoleonic age of fighting 
sail (1775-1860), and whose real life became the primary 
source for the fictional life of Jack Aubrey in the series writ-
ten by Patrick O'Brian.
 This biography is well-written and reads easily — not in 
any way dry or academic — and it brings back all the memo-
ries of the various escapades of the fictional naval officer, 
sailor and adventurer. O'Brian's is arguably the best such 
series ever written, and Cochrane's biography makes Aubrey 
seem even more alive.

Bill O'Connor

⇑⇓ THE CURVE OF TIME BELONGS ON EVERY SAILOR'S 
BOOK SHELF
 It's hard not to be pedantic when browsing a sailor's 
bookshelf, including Latitude's. I scrapped my pedantic rant 

and figured I'd stick to 
something more hope-
ful: The Curve of Time 
by Wylie Blanchet. 
Blanchet's story of sail-
ing around Vancouver 
Island in the 1920s 
with her five children 
is pretty amazing. 

 Once you get into her 
style of longing prose, 
you'll soon realize 
she'll never speak of 
anything being ardu-
ous. She doesn't much 
talk about anything di-
rectly — her language 
moves with grace and 
purpose through the 
past, attempting to 
recreate years of sail-
ing with only her chil-
dren, aka her "crew," 
in uncharted waters 
and into dangerous 
frontiers. 
   Her sea stories will 
stand juxtaposed to 

most of the 119 stories Latitude has on its shelf. Blanchet's 
The Curve of Time is at the junction of the boating and liter-
ary worlds. This story is dreamy like Moitessier, but Blan-
chet never ditched her family. It is a great maritime biogra-
phy without the ego and lone-genius bull. It's sea adventure 
garnished with the reflections of a mother and steward of 
the land. It's a call for sailors to remember the basics of the 
world they love — the people, the places, the small moments.
 Wylie Blanchet wrote her memoir like an epic, and some 
30 years after the fact. With her five children, she packed 
full a 25-ft boat and shoved off for adventure on the British 
Columbia coast. With a quiet narrative voice, almost like an 
internal dialogue, Blanchet captures all of the features one 
would expect in a sea story, but she does so through a som-
berness that attracts and a pining that creates no anxieties. 

Latitude 38

Thanks to Bradley Angle for this thoughtful 
letter, and for an unconventional recom-
mendation.
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The Curve of Time captures us with what it leaves out, and it 
sells us with the way what is left in is spoken. We never learn 
much about her children, though they are there through the 
turning of every tide. We don't learn much about her 25-
ft boat, but we know Blanchet and her children kept it in 
repair and operating themselves. We only learn about her 
deceased husband through extrapolation. When the family 
enters a risky inlet for the night, we learn of the stars and 
the trees.
 For those Latitude members who want sailboats in their 
sailing stories, this is not for you. If you want family adven-
ture, trials and tribulations, and the deep reflective thoughts 
of a single mother and salty sailor, this is a must. The Curve 
of Time belongs on every sailor's shelf, every poet's shelf, 
every philosopher's shelf, and every historian's shelf. 
 For those who need inspiration, motivation, and a reality 
check, this book is all you need. 

Bradley Angle

⇑⇓ WE'RE NOT FINISHED TALKING ABOUT SAILING 
MOVIES (WE NEVER WILL BE)
 We got a fantastic and very unexpected sailing scene in 
a mainstream movie [Top Gun: Maverick]. I was thrilled, so 
hopefully we can minimize the whining and critique and say 
yes, thank you, and more sailing, please!

Harold Bradley
Latitude Nation

 Harold was commenting on the  June 1, 2022, 'LL: Bay 
Area’s J/125 Rufless Gains Movie Star Status. Several peo-
ple commented that actors Tom Cruise and Jennifer Connelly 
should have been wearing lifejackets during a sailing scene 
shot on San Francisco Bay. If you're Tom Cruise, who is one 
of the most powerful people in Hollywood, and who fires stunt 
coordinators who won't greenlight his wanting to jump off a 
building, then wearing a lifejacket to appease the sailing safe-
ty squad is probably a pretty big ask. 
 We agree with you, Harold: More sailing in movies, please!

⇑⇓ THE THREAT TO THE CALIFORNIA DELTA THAT 
JUST WON'T GO AWAY
 Growth and overpopulation are the real problems that no 
one is willing to address. Protect the Delta. Protect the eco-
system. Do not sacrifice them to problems that cannot be 
solved.

Kimball Livingston
Staff Commodore, St. Francis YC

        
 Kimball was commenting on the December 7, 2022, 
'Lectronic Latitude: Help Keep Water in the California Delta. 
Latitude 38 supports the Recreational Boaters of California 
(RBOC) in urging the State of California to amend or abandon 
the Delta Conveyance Project, a proposed plan to "improve the 
infrastructure that carries water through the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta," according to the Department of Water Resourc-
es. For more information, and a way to contact your legislative 
representatives, boaters can go to  www.rboc.org.

⇑⇓ LOBBY FOR BOATING 
 Great article that shows how little the California legisla-
tors care about boaters. We provide lots of money to their 
coffers and provide related income to people that serve the 
boating community. We all need to call on them and make 
them see our needs as boaters and anglers.

Themis Z. Glatman

Latitude 38 
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⇑⇓ THE WAY CALIFORNIA MUST GO

I would like to suggest that all boaters get behind a push 
for California to start major desalination projects along the 
coastline, now. If you do not push for desalination, and the 
state keeps doing what it's doing for water, the Delta will 
become another Mono Lake, Lake Mead or Lake Powell. 
 Average rainfalls and snowfalls can no longer support the 
water needs of the population of California and its agricul-
ture businesses. The state has been taking water away from 
agriculture businesses for years. Do you think they care 
about the needs of recreational boaters and their use of the 
Delta? 
 It is time to push for a new way to get water for the state; 
that new way is already being used in India, most countries 
that border the Mediterranean, Pakistan and Australia. The 
way California must go is desalination, if you really want to 
save the Delta for future generations, boaters and animal 
species. With the predicted rising of sea levels, desalination 
is the way to go.

H Arthur

        
        
       A r t h u r 
— We think desalination is a last-resort option. 
  Desalination is very energy intensive, meaning that you 
essentially have to burn fossil fuels to make up for the water 
shortage created by climate change, which has been exacer-
bated by burning fossil fuels. 
 Long before we add desalination to the portfolio of options, 
we have the opportunity to increase conservation. There are 
numerous ways to dramatically reduce water consumption in 
farming, industry and residential usage, including drip irri-
gation, composting toilets — which are growing in popularity 
among cruising boats — and overall water management. 
 When you start out by increasing supply without address-
ing waste, you're simply perpetuating a faulty system and 
increasing the energy usage that caused the problem in the 
fi rst place. 

⇑⇓ MORE IMPORTANTLY
 I would like to express my opposition to the latest draft 
Delta Conveyance that would negatively impact the ability of 
the recreational boating public to navigate in the waterways 
of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. More important are 

Latitude 38

The Delta is a haven for sailors, motorboaters, anglers, jet skis and 
wakeboarders. To a point made in this thread: The problem is not just 
a question of supply, but rather the insatiable demand for water by the 
ever-growing population of California. Throw all the money you want 
at infrastructure; it will never be enough to meet our current demand.
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the negative impacts of reduced water fl ow to all the animal 
species dependant on the water remaining in the Delta.

Douglas Moler
⇑⇓ AND I QUOTE:
 [The draft report says:] "Disruption to navigable waters 
in the Delta for 14 years during construction. Does not 
adequately address climate change and its impacts on de-
creased snowmelt." My boat club has camping property on 
one of the islands in the Delta.

Amelia Amy Rose

⇑⇓ DEFINING FLOATING HOMES (SORT OF), AND SUP-
PORTING RENT CONTROL
 Some of the confusion surrounding AB 252 [a recently 
passed bill that imposes rent control on several Bay Area 
fl oating-home marinas] is because it was crafted to protect 
"fl oating home" slips as opposed to boat slips. 
 Floating home is a legally defi ned term (see California 
Health and Safety Code  — HSC§18075.55n.), and is quite 
different from houseboats, powerboats, or sailboats. Most 
importantly, fl oating homes do not have motors built into 
them and rely on local sewer and utility lines.
 Not being mobile, the Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission [BCDC] considers fl oating homes to be 
"Bay fi ll," and ruled that there are a fi xed number of fl oating-
home slips, and that there will never be any more than there 
are today.
 The downside of this is that fl oating homes, unlike house-
boats, powerboats and sailboats, have no other slips to move 
to. So if a marina owner were to raise slip rents exorbitant-
ly, the fl oating-home owner can't just move the house to a 
different location; an exorbitant increase in slip rent could 
make it diffi cult to impossible to sell. This would constitute 
constructive eviction, an illegal action a landlord takes when 
not physically or legally evicting a tenant, but taking actions 
that interfere with the use of the premises. 
 This is the exact situation fl oating home owners face.
 Although the author of the article references the rental 
protection passed through AB 1482, marina owners said 
that protection was trumped by admiralty law (covering ma-
rine matters), which has jurisdiction over county and state 
laws. However, in the 2013 Lozman case, the US Supreme 
Court ruled that fl oating homes indeed were not vessels and 
would not be covered under admiralty law.
 Therefore, I feel that AB 252 provides much-needed pro-
tection for the vast number of fl oating-home owners.

Peter Alan Thelin

 The article Peter was referring to was the October 14 
'Lectronic Latitude: Rent Control Comes to Bay Area Float-
ing-Home Marinas. Are Liveaboards Next? 
 Peter — Being a sailing magazine, we've never understood 
the difference between a fl oating home and a houseboat. 
Some people insist on making a distinction, while others use 
the terms interchangeably. We believe the implication is that 
houseboats have some degree of mobility, however limited, 
where fl oating homes do not. 
 Over the years, the BCDC has considered all boats — be 
them sail, motor, house or fl oating — "Bay fi ll," especially 
when people live aboard them full time. Maybe the BCDC 
has developed some nuance over the years when discussing 
boats, but there are times when it feels as if the lawmak-
ers ultimately responsible for permitting harbors and marinas 
do not understand how basic maritime systems work. (Many 
non-sailors, some of whom work in government, still seem to 

Latitude 38 

@Compasscanvas

1 1 50  B R I C K YA R D  C O V E  R OA D

415.299.3415
www.compass-canvas .com

Compass Canvas @Compasscanvas

P O I N T  R I C H M O N D ,  C A

Compass Canvas specializes in the design 
and fabrication of:

• Canvas • Dodgers • Solar
• Boat covers • Flooring • Awnings
• Bimini • Enclosures • Repairss

Custom Rigging 
Delivered Worldwide

Shipping Worldwide Since 1974

We Speak Sailing!

www.sailingservices.com

sales@sailingservices.com

305 758 1074

80 NW 73rd Street, Miami FL 33150

Rigging | Lifelines | Rope | Hardware

And More!

Shipping 

80 NW 73

gging | Li



LETTERS

believe that people on boats simply dump sewage overboard.) 
 With that said, there's no question that fl oating homes, 
which are dependent on slips and utilities as you described, 
have evolved into a different classifi cation. We can't imagine 
a scenario where we'd see more fl oating-home slips created, 
making fl oating-home owners vulnerable to the fi nite supply 
of marinas available. 
 Isn't it therefore imperative that these marinas maintain a 
sustainable operation? 
 Exactly what constitutes a "sustainable" business is sub-
jective and no doubt a topic of fi erce debate. We would recom-
mend speaking with Chris Tellis, the owner and harbormaster 
of the 22-vessel Yellow Ferry Harbor in Sausalito, for an ear-
nest discussion about what it takes to run a small fl oating-
home marina. We'll quote a letter from Tellis, which was pub-
lished in the December 2022 issue of this magazine: 
 "No houseboat with a lease has ever been evicted. In the 
70 years I have lived here, there has never been a large in-
crease in berthage rates. There is no wrong here that needs a 
right. AB 252 is not rent control. It is protection for people who 
want to speculate on somebody else's land." 
 With that said, we understand why some fl oating-home 
tenants sought protection. Last year, the new owners of Barn-
hill Marina & Boatyard sought to raise berthage fees, and in 
some cases the percentages could objectively be considered 
"exorbitant." One person we spoke with said that before AB 
252, the owners had wanted to raise their berth fees from 
about $500 to about $1,000. No one seems to disagree, how-
ever, that berth rates at Barnhill hadn't been raised in years, 
perhaps as long as two decades.
 "The low rent I paid for my berth almost made up for the 
high price of insurance, the 14% interest rate on my loan, my 
property taxes, and the constant maintenance living in a ma-
rine environment required," a resident of Barnhill wrote in the 
Alameda Post, acknowledging both the additional costs that 
fl oating homes face (Isn't it fair to say that marinas face simi-
lar costs?), and seeming to acknowledge that low berth fees 
had made their lifestyle possible.  
 Floating-home owners and residents need to have that 
debate, however fi erce it may be, about what a sustainable 
business looks like, especially as several marinas are aging 
and in need of vast, expensive upgrades to buttress against 
climate change. Both owners and residents have told us that 
they cannot shoulder these costs on their own, which is un-
derstandable. The money will have to come from multiple 
stakeholders.  
 We're sure that a common refrain for businesses being 
saddled with regulation or rent control is: "We can't operate 
under these conditions." But surely there is a tipping point 
when it no longer becomes profi table or desirable to stay in 
business. What happens if a fl oating-home marina goes out of 
business? That might not constitute a "constructive eviction," 
but it would be a disaster for fl oating-home owners.

 Have a story, thought, adventure or comment? Please 
email us at editorial@latitude38.com, and include your 
name, your boat's name, and its model and hailing port, 
or just tell us where you're from.
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The photo below has been on the internet for a long 
time, and the human face behind the frog has varied to in-
clude everyone from a young boy to the prime minister of 
Canada. But regardless of who is sitting in the tub, the com-
ments we received this month were fun and to the point. 
Many readers saw the benefi t of sailing with a hot tub, or 
ice bath, depending on their preferences. "Finally I got the 
hot tub I always wanted! Soaking and sailing all at once." — 
Jim Curtis. "Save time. Go sailing and get your ice-cold bath 
together." — George Shea. There was also a good amount of 
heckling about the various sailboats, again, depending on 
one's preferences. "They are clearly training to race a Farr 36 
in the Pacifi c Cup!" — Shana Bagley. "What can I say? I'm an 
'Optimist'." — svendsensean. And perhaps we should have 
expected this: Some readers came up with the inevitable ref-
erence to nature's most urgent calls. "Hey Mom, I set a new 
record for wetting my pants!" — Dennis N Susie Barry. Our 
favorite and next top ten comments are below.

"My prediction for 2023? Well, it goes a little something 
like this…" — @spwarrington.

"DAD! I passed capsizing! I can sail in the red fl eet with 
water ballast!" — Bill Huber.

"Hey, I've sailed my El Toro that way too." — @gee_darling_530.
"This is fi ne. Nothing wrong here. I just needed a wee bit 

more ballast." — Kelvin Meeks.
"An early Flex Tape® commercial that never aired." — Ron 

Harben.
"I started out as a tadpole and discovered it's not easy be-

ing green aboard a 'bullship!' - Kermit the Frog." — Eben L 
Kermit.

"Good job, Don, but the water goes on the outside of the 
boat." — Peter Bellak.

"Come back, Dad. I'm sure it's the captain who goes down 
with his ship." — Rob Falconer.

"When the race started it became clear little Johnny didn't 
grasp the concept of a longer waterline." — Vince Clements.

"Camp Runamok sailing lessons." — Janel M Chrestenson.

And now for something completely different, we have 
a few sailing jokes that we found on the internet: What do 
you call the fastest sailboat in the world? Usain Boat. Why 
is sailing like sex? When it's good, it's really, really good. 
And when it's bad… it's still pretty good. How do you make a 
yacht look younger? Boat-Tox. 

The winner:"A hundred yards out of San Francisco, Kermit's hopes to 
reach Hawaii within the week began to dim." — RT.
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 "Admiral," my high-tech IT son-in-law grinned broadly as his FaceTime 
image materialized on the iPad, "I need your advice!" 
 I could see he was in his offi ce, a high-rise overlooking Puget Sound. 
When a younger man asks an elder for advice, it is a huge honor, and one 
needs to give it his full attention. 
 "John, I'm all ears; what's up?" 
 "My wife, the Admiral's daughter, wants to buy a boat." 
 I couldn't suppress my smile. I must have raised my daughter well. "If a 
wife tells her husband to buy a boat, that's a good wife and that's a prob-
lem you want to have." 
 "Of course, I want one too, but it's a lot of money… how did you buy 
Pegasus?" 
 "Simple. Sandy [my wife] wanted her."
 "Come on," my son in law urged. "I need the full story." 
 I could see my eyes on the screen, looking up to the right, searching, 
remembering. "Well, our old boat was not big enough to have our kids and 
growing number of grandkids aboard for long stretches, so we were look-
ing for a larger one. This was back in 1999. We had been visiting yacht 
brokerages and looking at listings, but anything I liked in our price range, 
Sandy did not. Can you imagine that?" 
 John's head cocked and eyes squinted. "Doesn't surprise me; you two 
are all-time disagreement champions."
 "Long story short," I continued, "We'd been looking all day up in 
Sausalito and coming up blank. Sandy was hot and cranky. She asked the 
broker to show us a boat we would like, regardless of the price, you know, 
'just for fun.' I remember the broker looking away quickly so that we could 
not see the look on his face. He took us over to the high-end, bigger-boat 
section of the marina. You know, the place where only rich people keep 
their yachts." 
 "Yeah, believe me, I know what you mean," John gulped.
 "We came around the corner of the dock, and there was this huge, sleek 
white cutter with a red and black winged horse painted on the side at the 
bow. Remember those fl awless, honey-colored varnished railings and the 
gray-honed teak decks?" 
 "Oh, yeah, you kept them sparkling, but I think you liked those massive 
winches and that fast, rigid infl atable dinghy best." 
 "John, I gotta level with you. I was intimidated and just knew we could 
never afford such a boat. Forty-fi ve feet was as long as our house, her mast 
was almost six stories up, and she weighed something like 15 tons; twice 
as heavy as anything I had sailed." 
 "Keep going." 
 "I was up on deck, drooling over all the navigation gear, the massive 
anchor windlass and the world-class autopilot. Sandy called from below, 
in a half whisper, 'Al, there's a full aft stateroom with a king bed and its 
own head and shower, and the galley has a big reefer and freezer and all 
kinds of storage space. It even has a microwave. The woodwork down here 
is luscious.'"
 John piped in, "Don't forget the two radars and the walk-in engine 
room. I can just see the two of you on board. So how did you end up with 
the boat?"
 "We were still aboard, the salesman left us on our own; you know how 
they do when they know the hook is set? Sandy gave me that fl irtatious, 
wide-eyed look she has and nodded her head up and down. I just laughed 
her off. I thought she was kidding — until, that is, her eyes narrowed and a 
chill went through me, and I'm telling you, she had a voice I'd never heard 
before. 'Get this boat!' she said."
 "I think I was stunned, and could only manage, 'But it needs a water-
maker.' 
 "'Get this boat,' she said again. I told her that it was over twice our bud-
get. 'Get this boat,' she repeated. 
 "I said the taxes and slip fees and insurance would be huge. 
 "'Get this boat!' 

and away they go:
 The Ocean Race blasted off from Alican-
te, Spain, on January 15, with fi ve high-
tech IMOCA 60s beginning their furious, 
foiling, fully crewed race around the globe. 
Two West Coast/Pacifi c sailors are manag-
ing one of the Ocean Race's favored teams: 
11th Hour Racing. 
 Heading up 11th Hour Racing is presi-
dent Mark Towill, who grew up sailing in 
Hawaii. Towill started his climb up the off-
shore racing ladder when he joined Roy Dis-
ney's Morning Light project at age 18 for the 
2007 Transpac Race. It was an auspicious 
start. Towill went on to do the Volvo Ocean 
Race in 2014-15 with Team Alvimedica and 
did a second Volvo Ocean Race for 2017-18 
with Vestas 11th Hour Racing. 

continued on outside column of next sightings page

the day a sailboat changed our lives 

Clockwise from top left: Owner/author Al Fricke in 
Desolation Sound with a fresh cod; generations 
aboard 'Pegasus' in Princess Louisa Inlet, British 
Columbia; two nieces ready for a brisk jump into 
Ayala Cove on Angel Island; 'Pegasus' lookin' 
good in Puerto Escondido in the Sea of Cortez.
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the 2023 ocean race
 Renowned Bay Area sailor Bill Erkelens 
is also playing a key role as chief operating 
officer. Previously, he's led America's Cup 
teams for Oracle Racing and did both the 
Team Alvimedia and Vestas 11th Hour Rac-
ing campaigns with Towill. Erkelens took a 
break last summer when he and his wife 
Melinda took second in class in the 2022 
Pacific Cup aboard the Moore 24 Foamy. 
 Newport, Rhode Island, sailor Charlie 
Enright and media man Amory Ross are the 
only Americans on board 11th Hour Rac-
ing's Malama for the first leg in this ultra-
international competition.
 The 14th edition of the round-the-world 
classic — which began 50 years ago as the  

 "I whimpered that our kids were still in college. 
 "'Not much longer. Get this boat!'
 "I'd never seen her like this. Her tone was halfway between seductive — 
suggesting she'd love me more than ever, and ominous — as in a divorce 
was probable if I had the wrong response. Inside I was like, 'Good God 
Almighty!" 
 I could see John's jaw drop. "How did you manage it?" 
 "Simple. We sold the old boat, used our savings, refinanced the house, 
and I raised my rates and worked more hours. And you know what? It was 
worth every penny, by far. You just can't put a money value on our experi-
ences. Think of how we were able to expose friends, relatives, all our chil-
dren and their children to grand adventures in Mexico, British Columbia, 
and many places in between. Hell, you and the Admiral's daughter even 
borrowed Pegasus a few times and went on your own adventures." 
 I had made my point as best I could. There was really only one thing 
left to say: "Now it is your turn to own a boat." Well, maybe there were two 
things left to say: "I'd love to crew for you."

— al fricke
continued in middle column of next sightings page

changed our lives — continued
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 For most marine enthusiasts, the Oakland Estuary is considered to 
be a treasured jewel of a boating locale in San Francisco Bay. Situated 
between Alameda and Oakland, the sunny, calm waters of the Estuary 
microclimate are largely protected from the blustery winds, waves and 
fog of the Central Bay. It is a true watersports playground with rowing, 
sailing, kayaks, canoes, SUPs and even occasional recreational swimmers 
throughout the year.
  The unfortunate reality is that this unique environment is becoming 
increasingly impacted by the presence of illegal anchor-outs, derelicts and 
abandoned vessels.
 Protection of the Estuary falls largely to the jurisdiction of both the 
Oakland and Alameda police departments, supplemented by the Alameda 
County sheriff. The United States Coast Guard defers most enforcement to 
these agencies and seemingly provides a free pass to the renegade vessels 
on issues of registration and safety equipment that are expected from re-
sponsible boaters at the time of boarding and inspection. There is no legal 
anchorage area anywhere on the Estuary. 
 Why, then, is this allowed to happen?
 In 2019, the Oakland Police Department's marine patrol unit conducted 
a cleanup in the Estuary using funding obtained from the California Divi-
sion of Boating and Waterways SAVE program (Surrendered and Aban-
doned Vessel Exchange). Despite all illegal anchor-out vessels being prop-
erly posted with a 30-day notifi cation, the City of Oakland was sued for 
$900,000 for impounding and crushing two derelict vessels. The city ulti-
mately settled for $280,000. While this fi nancial hit was considerable, the 
worst outcome was a de facto standdown by the Oakland Police Depart-
ment's marine patrol unit. With no on-the-water enforcement, the Estuary 
has become a haven for watercraft owners willing to break the law.
   Allowing unhoused individuals to anchor-out on the Oakland Estuary 
in derelict, end-of-life vessels has proven to have dire consequences. Since 
most of these vessels are not properly registered or insured, when they 
break away and cause damage or sink, they are simply abandoned, leav-
ing the cost of cleanup to taxpayers. It is well past time that appropriate 
shoreside housing is made available to this population so that the Estuary 
can be cleared of this environmental threat.
 The consequences of this lack of enforcement are considerable. During 
the recent storms of late December and early January, multiple vessels 
sank, resulting in fuel spills into the Estuary. On January 5, an entire raft 
of derelict vessels broke loose and drifted into the bridge at Coast Guard 
Island. Further incidents should not be required to demonstrate the sub-
stantial threats posed by these vessels. 
 What can be done?
 Most importantly, all responsible agencies must acknowledge the ur-
gency of the current situation. In 2013, there was a large, $7 million multi-
agency cleanup project on the Estuary, so it can be done if simply made a 
priority. Aside from the watersports on the Estuary, there are many large 
shoreline developments underway or proposed, such as Brooklyn Basin, 
Alameda Marina, Del Monte, Encinal Terminal, and the $12 billion Oak-
land A's waterfront stadium. Given the increased tax revenue that these 
projects will provide, it would certainly make sense to protect and preserve 
the adjacent waterway.
 It is also important for SAVE funds to be made available to Estuary 
marinas on a regular, ongoing basis. Under the current SAVE legislation, 
funding can be granted only to another government agency. Private ma-
rinas cannot apply for this funding directly. As a result, the Estuary ma-
rinas are dependent on the Oakland and Alameda marine patrol units to 
apply for this funding annually. 
 Marinas simply cannot afford the salvage costs of end-of-life vessels 
that are abandoned in their marinas, and it is far better to salvage aban-
doned/liened vessels directly from marinas before they become a public 
nuisance on the waterways.
 While Alameda has done an exemplary job of obtaining and administer-
ing SAVE funds, the Oakland Police Department has been missing in ac-
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the ocean race
Whitbread Round the World Race, then be-
came the Volvo Ocean Race before losing its 
primary sponsor and becoming, simply, The 
Ocean Race — will barely be recognizable to 
most viewers when compared with previous 
editions, with the latest iteration including 
a new two-division format and the debut of 
the fully-crewed foiling IMOCA 60s.
 Six Volvo 65s will join the fi ve IMOCA 
60s on three legs, but the full course will 
only feature the IMOCAs. Each of the six 
Volvo 65s sailed in the last two editions of 
the Volvo Ocean Race, and will compete in 
the inaugural '"Sprint Cup" that will consist 
of the fi rst leg and the last two legs of the 
seven-leg circumnavigation of the globe. 
 Crewed by a mix of younger sailors, 

a growing crisis in the oakland estuary

A bad situation on the Oakland Estuary was made  
much worse by the onslaught of severe storms in 
late 2022 and early 2023. Clockwise from top left: 
A 73-ft wooden vessel, once part of the US Navy, 
sank near Union Point Marina; several vessels 
sank near shore; a raft of vessels broke free on 
January 5 and were pushed into Coast Guard Island 
Bridge. (With the current anchor-out anarchy on the 
Oakland Estuary directly offshore from the largest 
Coast Guard base in the Bay Area, many people 
are furious that the federal government is not more 
involved.); another sunken vessel near shore; 
several anchor-outs have built makeshift docks.
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pay-to-play amateurs and professionals 
alike, the Volvo 65s have certainly lost some 
of their luster when compared with previ-
ous editions and the newer, more radical 
IMOCA 60s. (Most of the IMOCAs are fully 
enclosed, with crews trimming sails from 
inside the "cabin.")
 The third leg of this year's Ocean Race  
will be a monster: The five teams will sail 
nonstop from Cape Town, South Africa,  
through the Southern Ocean and around 
Cape Horn before stopping in Brazil. 
 The IMOCAs will visit nine cities dur-
ing the six-month, 32,000-mile round-the-
world race. To follow the action and online 
tracker, go to www.theoceanrace.com. 

— latitude 

— continued  
tion on this front, and has not helped marinas obtain this funding for the 
past several years.
 A final consideration is the ready availability of on-the-water law en-
forcement. The Port of Oakland, the fourth-largest on the West Coast, is 
located at the mouth of the Oakland Estuary. Should there be a need, it is 
currently unclear whether the Oakland Police Department could respond 
in a timely manner with a single on-the-water police unit. This would re-
quire both a functional vessel and appropriate, certified staffing. 
 To date, it would appear that the City of Oakland has not prioritized 
this need. If new funding is necessary, the Port, a division of the City of 
Oakland, should step up appropriately.
 This problem cannot be allowed to continue to fester. Those responsible 
must act responsibly.

— brock de lappe

 For more reporting on the Oakland Estuary, go to www.latitude38.com 
and search for The End of the Anchor-Out Era on Richardson Bay: Part 2.

oakland estuary  — continued
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salty sailors,
 Most sailors are familiar with some of the 
seagoing words that have made their way 
into everyday jargon. But you might be sur-
prised at how many familiar phrases also 
came down the gangplank. Here are a few 
— and pay attention to how many are re-
lated to fl ags. In the days before radio, fl ags 
were the main way ships communicated 
with each other and the shore.
 (In the spirit of full disclosure, we can't 
guarantee that all these are 100% accurate. 
If any need corrections or clarifi cations, 
please let us know.)
 Above Board: The term today means 
someone who is honest and forthright. 
In the old days, it just meant visible. The 

 There are lots of good reasons to join a cruising rally. 
 There are social benefi ts when large groups can coalesce to share an ex-
perience, revel in a collective accomplishment, and boast about a success. 
There is so much to learn when fi nally leaving the dock behind and setting 
sail. Whether it is your fi rst cruise or your 30th, no amount of preparation 
at the marina will reward you as much as letting the dock lines go, setting 
sail, and making a turn — left or right — toward whichever latitude piques 
your interest.
 Cruising rallies set a date, a line in the sand, helping to create an op-
portunity to make it happen. We tend to feel comfort in numbers: reduced 
uncertainty with the hope you have support from your fellow cruisers. This 
can be in the form of mechanical assistance, help with new weather-rout-
ing tools and software, or just knowing that the boat with a blender will be 
guaranteed to make great margaritas when you reach the next anchorage.
 There are some of us who have taken a different approach to cruising 
Baja California. With a couple of years of living in, on and around Baja, 
I am more familiar with all that it has to offer. This "despacio," or slow 
approach, is another option for those of us who have more time. Poco a 
poco (little by little) provides the opportunity to create a rich story with 
more exposure and time to soak it all up. 
We become in tune with our environment, 
the ways of the people, the pace of the local 
society, and — of course — our pace on the 
boat.
 As we poked our way down the coast, 
leaving San Diego on November 10, we 
found a fair bit of solitude on the water. 
Ensenada was our fi rst stop to clear immi-
gration and customs and to provision with 
proper necessities like fresh tortillas, chil-
es, avocados, onions, beans and rice. All 
that was lacking was the fresh fi sh, soon 
to be caught, for our daily diet.
 San Tomas, a short hop south of 
Ensenada, provided a quiet respite for two 
nights. Tucking in deep to avoid swell and 
wind was the answer to great sleep. Some 
might fear anchoring alone and close to 
shore. During our departure preparations, 
we decided to upgrade our ground tackle 
with oversized chain and anchor, allowing 
for the comfort of a good night's sleep and 
less trepidation. The water was still chilly, 
at 58 degrees. However, hull inspection, bottom cleaning and a chance to 
meet our fellow Mexican mariners brought a close to a great day's sail.
 The small fi shing village was a beehive of early-morning activity. 
Pangueros shuttling from the rudimentary, hand-built landing to their 
moored pangas were speeding by our sanctuary pre-dawn. Late in the day, 
we had a chance to converse with El Capitan, Alejandro, and his two crew, 
who had been out for seven hours scouring the bottom for red urchins in 
deep water. It appears they are now using nitrogen and mixing gas with 
their compressors for longer and deeper bottom times in an effort to con-
tinue to feed their families and make the best of a limited resource. 
 Alejandro and crew approached us upon their return, as a deep burnt-
orange sunset was fast approaching. "¿Les gustan los mariscos?" Do you 
like seafood? "Si, si señor," knowing full well that our freezer was full of 
fresh-caught bonita.
 "¿Cuanto cuestan?" I say. "How much does it cost?" "Oh, señor, nada, 
es un regalo." A gift! 
 Knowing I couldn't let them motor away with nothing in return, my 
mind raced thinking of what I could offer them. Quickly I hit the liquor 
cabinet to retrieve a half bottle of quality Scotch. I sprang back into the 

continued on outside column of next sightings page

mas despacio — taking it slow to baja

Main Spread: That's 'Firefox' at a quiet anchorage 
in San Benedicto, in the Revillagigedo Islands. 
"Good ground tackle is advised," said author Mike 
Casey. Inset, left: A beautiful, sun-kissed evening 
near San Tomas in Baja. Inset, right: The crew, 
Don Winglewich, left, and Aidan O'Sullivan, taking 
it despacio during the leisurely, in-no-hurry cruise 
down the Baja coast. (Note the rather large quiver 
of fi shing poles above the crew.) 
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salty phrases
phrase apparently came from a practice by 
pirates, masquerading as merchantmen, to 
hide most of their crew behind the bulwarks 
("below board?") until the ship was within 
striking distance. By contrast, the crew of 
a genuine — or honest — merchant ship 
would be visible "above board."

As the Crow Flies: In everyday lan-
guage, "as the crow fl ies" means the short-
est distance between two points. In the old 
days, it gave you a bearing to land. Coastal 
ships in Europe — perhaps back as far as 
the Viking days — often carried one or more 
caged crows. When it was foggy and/or they 
were unsure of their position, they would let 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

cockpit and extended my reach to present a fi ne after-dinner sipping bev-
erage. "Señor, no gracias," Alejandro responds. "¿Tienen galletas?" "Do you 
have cookies?" Well, we certainly could have provisioned with 20 bags of 
cookies, had we known or been more thoughtful. Lo and behold, we had a 
bag of home-baked chocolate chip pecan cookies, baked and delivered by 
my wife a week earlier in San Diego. 
 A cultural exchange: fresh seafood for fi ve cookies. My wife's cooking is 
the best; however, we may have come out ahead on this deal.
 These are the kinds of experiences we will never forget, and can make 
for a bit of a good yarn around the cockpit. We feel lucky to have the time 
for these encounters when traveling "lentamente" down Baja: helping to 
expand our social horizons and urging us to eschew the landlubber's haste 
for the cruiser's ease.
 Just a different approach! Off to the San Benitos and Revillagigedos for 
more solitude and local encounters.

— mike casey, sv foxfi re

despacio — continued

P
H

O
TO

S
 M

IK
E 

C
A

S
EY

/F
IR

EF
O

X



SIGHTINGS

Latitude 38 

a fl aring, dead-end economy
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salty phrases 
a crow loose, knowing it would fl y straight 
for the nearest land. The practice of carry-
ing the birds in a cage suspended aloft is 
also where we get "crow's nest."
 Bamboozle: To get the better of some-
one through trickery. Said to originate in 
the 17th century to describe the Spanish 
custom of raising false fl ags to deceive — or 
bamboozle — enemies.
 Batten Down, or Batten, the Hatches: 
Make preparations, particularly for some 
kind of looming disaster. Aboard cargo 
ships, battens were long lengths of wood. 
When a storm was coming, heavy tarps 
were thrown over cargo hatch covers, and 
the battens were wedged along the outside 
edges to ensure the hatches would not leak.
 Turn a Blind Eye: Today, if you turn 
a blind eye, you intentionally ignore 

 Congratulations on your new sailboat! You'll be needing a few things 
before you can safely, and legally, get on the water. Let's Google what's 
required: "All boats 16-ft or more in length must carry at least one of the 
following devices suitable for day or night use," says the California Division 
of Boating and Waterways. "Hand red fl are; fl oating orange smoke dis-
tress signals (day); pistol-projected-parachute red fl are; hand-held rocket-
propelled parachute red; hand-held orange smoke distress signals (day 
only); red aerial pyrotechnic fl are; orange fl ag (day); electric-distress light 
for boat (night)." 
 Wow, rockets and pistols and parachutes? Pyrotechnics on a boat? Are 
you also required to put on a fi reworks show?
 But here's the catch, which we should just call a Catch 22: Once you 
buy these required, 42-month-lifespan products, you are responsible for 
their disposal. Spoiler alert: Almost no one will take your old fl ares. Con-
gratulations, they are yours until the end of time! 
 In purchasing the required equipment, you have entered a dead-end 
economy. Neither the government, the manufacturers nor the retailers 
have a solution for disposal. Whether it's marine fl ares or plastics, manu-
facturers have convinced the public that while they're happy to sell you 

Most sailors probably sleep in close proximity to the fl ares they're 
required to have on board. Once they expire, if you want to light up 
those very same fl ares in an empty parking lot, you'll need to contact 
the bomb squad, notify the nearest hospital, and set up a traffi c plan.   
We're not sure how many times we've written about the quagmire 
of fl are disposal, but we're sure this editorial will be the spark that 
gets government agencies to sit down with fl are manufacturers 
and retailers to develop a coherent solution. Ha! Just kidding. In all 
likelihood, the "fl are economy" will start to shift from pyrotechnics 
to electric-distress lights whenever possible, and partially solve, or 
at least reduce, the fl are-disposal problem. 
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a flaring dead-end — continued— continued
something. In 1801, during the Battle of 
Copenhagen, then Vice-Admiral Horatio 
Nelson deliberately put his telescope to his 
blind eye in order not to see the flag signal 
from his commander to disengage. And, be-
ing Nelson, he emerged victorious.  
 Cup of Joe: In 1913, Woodrow Wilson 
appointed Joseph Daniels to be the new 
Secretary of the Navy. (Fun fact, Daniels 
was also a newspaper editor and publisher.) 
Among Daniels' reforms when he took the 
post was abolishing alcohol consumption 
aboard warships, which was then limited to 
wine in the officers' mess. 
 From then on, the strongest drink aboard 
a Navy ship was coffee, and it wasn't long 
before it got nicknamed "a cup of Joe." 
 Does Starbucks know this? 

— latitude/ jr

their products, it's your responsibility, and frankly, your righteous duty as 
a conscious, responsible consumer, to dispose of these companies' prod-
ucts properly, safely and in a way that protects the environment for the 
benefit of everyone around you. 
 You might get lucky and find a marine flare collection event, but these 
can be exclusive both in terms of their infrequency, and in the insistence 
you live in the county in which the event is held. Sure, other countries — 
like Australia — have easy-to-use disposal points, and sure, here in the US 
of A, you can, theoretically, set up a date within your county to "detonate" 
your flares, which sounds like a good idea. Practice makes perfect.
 Here is some actual information from the San Francisco Department 
of the Environment about acquiring permits and approvals, and making 
proper notifications, to set off old flares: 
 — "Apply for a special permit with the Department of Transportation's 
Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration to be granted party 
status to SP-20599 [permit]." (The website to apply for this permit was 
"down for maintenance" when we tried it in mid-January.)
 You can also apply for a "Department of Toxic Substance Control Tem-
porary Permit-by-Rule Notification," then send it to your local Certified 
Unified Program Agencies (CUPA). "You will also need to get approvals from 
local government and emergency response organizations as outlined in the 
PBR [Permit-by-Rule] checklist: 
 — "Site map with buffer zone approved by local fire department; traffic 
plan approved by local police department; notify nearest hospital about 
your event.
 — "A written agreement between the property owner where the event 
will be held and the operator (if different).
 — "A written agreement between the contractor and the operator; notify 
local bomb squad. While this was not outlined in the checklist, it's prudent 
to inform them as you'll be handling explosive materials."
 Wow, you have to notify the bomb squad when you dispose of something 
that you and your family sit and/or sleep next to while bashing through 
a choppy Bay? (Is the bomb squad's number easy to get? Do they have a 
Facebook page where we can reach them?) 
 We've recently learned that you can also schedule an on-the-water ex-
ercise to use your old flares by calling the Coast Guard and giving them 
a day's notice and the details about when and where you hope to light up 
your flares. The process seems shockingly doable. (Here in the Bay Area, 
the number for Sector San Francisco's Coast Guard Command Center is 
[415] 399-3539.)  
 Still, shouldn't getting rid of old flares be just a little easier? Can't we 
all agree how absurd the current situation is, and how it places the bur-
den entirely on the consumer, while government and businesses shrug 
their shoulders and say, "Good luck with that." What's more, we should 
all admit that expired flares still usually work. We understand why the 
Coast Guard wants boaters to update their equipment, but to add insult to 
injury, your old flares, which you can't get rid of, probably work just fine. 
 "A number of local jurisdictions that operate Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) collection programs are working toward bringing boaters 
some options," a spokesperson from Alameda County's Hazardous Waste 
Division told us, offering a glimmer of hope, before bringing us back to the 
strange reality of a dead-end economy. "Only a government agency can 
set up collection for hazardous waste from boaters. Those agencies, cities, 
counties take months to complete the steps to set up for a flare collection 
event. What's not mentioned is getting funding as disposal of flares col-
lected from boaters is quite costly."
 Still, congratulations on your new boat! 
 You probably didn't think that boat ownership would involve collecting 
old flares and navigating an intractable bureaucracy that can't seem to  
fathom or cope with a problem that it created. But alas, the problem is now 
yours, beleaguered consumer. We applaud your new vessel, and commend 
you for having the proper safety equipment on board.      

— latitude
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wild, stormy and deadly start to 
the west coast's new year

 Winter storms ravaged the California coast in early Janu-
ary, bringing an overdose of rain to the drought-plagued state 
as well as huge surf along the coastline. At least 20 people 
were killed in fl oods, mudslides, and the general chaos of 
severe weather. 
 The high tides and surf washed away the beach in front 
of the Santa Barbara Yacht Club, threatening the clubhouse 
and damaging the parking lot. (King Harbor Yacht Club also 
had their oceanfront parking lot torn up by oversize ocean 
swells.) If you didn’t know better, you'd think all that sand 
was taken up to Santa Cruz Harbor, which as of this writing, 
has a beach across the harbor entrance, which has essen-
tially sealed the harbor until it can be dredged. 
 Meanwhile, Chuck Hawley — US Sailing's Herroshoff 
Award winner and longtime West Marine product leader — 
lost a family home along Beach Rd. in his hometown of Santa 
Cruz. Boats sunk in their slips in Antioch and South Beach, 
many docks were damaged, trees fell on boathouses up in 
the Delta, several roller-furling jibs came undone and were 
fl ogged to death, and owners found never-before-seen leaks 
while their boats got their best freshwater rinse in years.

— latitude 

 Jeff Brown Yachts is the new leaseholder of the former 
Eichenlaub Boatyard, home to the legendary San Diego 
yachtsman and boat builder Carl Eichenlaub. A true Renais-
sance man, Eichenlaub built countless boats in his Shelter 
Island boatyard for nearly six decades. He was also the ship-
wright to the US National Sailing Team for seven Olympic 
Games spanning three decades. A highly respected sailor in 
his own right, Eichenlaub was a world-class competitor in 
Sabots, Snipes and Lightnings, and had a huge infl uence on 
some of the best sailors and yacht designers coming out of 
San Diego, including Lowell North, Pete Bennett, Malin Bur-
ham and Doug Peterson.
 In 2000, Eichenlaub was awarded US Sailing's Nathanael 
G. Herreshoff trophy for his many contributions to the sport. 
He was also named to the Intercollegiate Sailing Hall of Fame. 
 In an effort to keep the working waterfront alive, Brown 
will develop the "Olde Boatyard" in two phases, with improve-
ments to both the street-level workspaces and dock facilities.

— latitude

jeff brown yachts acquires 
eichenlaub boatyard

Clockwise from top right: The Santa Cruz Harbor entrance was shut 
down for obvious reasons after experiencing unprecedented shoaling;  
the Santa Barbara Yacht Club parking lot was battered, with part of it 
washed into the sea; the Ericson 'Outatime' sank at the dock in Antioch. 
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Visit fisheriessupply.com/harken

MKIV and MKIV Ocean  
Jib Reefing & Furling

MKIV Furlers are one of the most popular products in  
the Harken product line for racing. Harken now offers 
MKIV OCEAN built with MKIV quality but configured for 
the cruising sailor. For the occasional racer, the MKIV line 
is engineered with ease, durability, and winning in mind.

1900 N. Northlake Way, SeattleFisheriesSupply.com Call us 800.426.6930 

40’ to 48’ Foot Slips Now Available at $10.27/ft.

vallejomarina@f3marina.com

City of Vallejo 

Marina

42 Harbor Way Vallejo, CA 94590
707.648.4370 www.vallejomarina.com
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two-day Drake's Bay Race. 
 "The key to Drake's Bay was making 
it up there and making sure we had 
enough fuel and the engine kept roll-
ing, because we didn't fi nish." (When a 
singlehander uses the pronoun "we," be 
advised that he or she is referring to him 
or herself and the boat — they're a team.) 
Chris was one of only three singlehanded 
monohull fi nishers in Day 2's race back 
to San Francisco.
 "Half Moon Bay was another race I 
didn't do particularly well in, but I fi n-
ished." He delivered his boat home the 
next day, despite a daunting forecast for 
big wind and waves. "I left right at the 
worst time. The kids on the Moore 24 
were just back from Hawaii, and they 
were like, 'C'mon, we're just going to go.' 
Charlotte, my wife, is just, 'Call me before 
you go.' 
 "I did not win any points there in the 
seamanship category. The boat was well 
dialed, and it did blow 32 on the way 
back." The wind was from the south. "We 
were under autopilot and eventually just 
double-reefed main. The boat hit 17.5. 
It was a little nerve-racking." Getting 
around Colorado Reef, the boat dropped 
off a couple of big waves. "That wasn't 

 On the afternoon of Saturday, 
December 17, we attended an actual 
in-person meeting of the Singlehanded 
Sailing Society at Encinal Yacht Club in 
Alameda. Beginning with the initial CO-
VID lockdown, almost all SSS meetings 
have been on Zoom. Going forward, the 
SSS is considering how many meetings 
to have, and the ratio of virtual versus 
actual. The weeknight rush-hour traffi c 
is defi nitely a factor that makes Zoom 
meetings more accessible and practical. 
But the sense of community and cama-
raderie afforded by in-person contact 
increases cohesion and team spirit in 
any organization.
 The top agenda item on December 17 
was the awarding of the 2022 season 
championships in four divisions. We lead 
off these profi les with those SSS winners, 
and wrap up with a few small-boat one-
design champs.

SSS Singlehanded Monohull
The Pork Chop Express, Express 27

Chris Jordan, SSS
 Chris Jordan has signed up for this 
summer's Singlehanded Transpacific 
Yacht Race to Hawaii. In order to prepare 
for that adventure, he raced his Express 
27 solo in the 2022 SSS season. 
 "I had a good Three Bridge Fiasco — I 
fi nished," he told his fellow SSS racers 
about the first race of their season, 
which only three singlehanders fi nished. 
"After that it 
got tough." He 
said he was 
doing pretty 
well in the sec-
ond race of the 
season, the Co-
rinthian, and 
almost made 
it around the 
course, but in 
the end nobody 
fi nished. 
 " I  missed 
R o u n d  t h e 
Rocks because 
I did a Mexico 
race, so at least I was sailing. Then we 
got into the Singlehanded Farallones. I 
got tanked because I went over to Bo-
nita. I chose the wrong way. I sat there 
for three hours and watched on the AIS 
as everybody plowed along to the Faral-
lones. 
 "That's obviously the key to this thing: 
making it around the course and making 
as many races as you can. I didn't have 
that great of a season. It's just perse-
verance." A case in point was August's 

the crazy part. The crazy part hit 6 or 7 
miles out. The waves were stacking up 
because you're in 50 feet of water. That 
was the most adventurous of the entire 
year. I was just happy to get home" 

 Chris said he had a good fi nal race of 
the season to Vallejo. His wife Charlotte 
sailed the doublehanded leg back with 
him the next day. 
 "It was a fun year. I actually enjoyed 
sailing alone quite a bit, but I enjoy sail-
ing with my wife even better. Charlotte 
did the 2018 Pacifi c Cup with me. She 
said before I go to Hawaii [alone], we're 
going to try the boat out with two of us, 
so that was a very good intro run. Since 
then we've added systems, and we'll get 

"It's not fl ashing out and 
being fabulous in any 

one race, but just being 
consistent."

Chris Jordan

Alongside the Hobie 33 'Vitesse Too', Chris 
Jordan's Express 27 'Pork Chop Express' starts 
the SSS Half Moon Bay Race in September.
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there in one piece. 
 "This whole thing for me is just 
becoming a better sailor. I have a lot to 
learn still. In my eyes, I'm still a neophyte 
singlehander, because I just don't have 
a lot of ocean time. That's why I keep 
dragging off of the SSS brains — we all 
make each other better." 

SSS SINGLEHANDED MONOHULL (8r, 1t)
 1) The Pork Chop Express, 4.302 points; 2) 
Galaxsea, Nauticat 44, Daniel Willey, SSS, 5.191. 
3) Osprey, Jeanneau SO 349, Todd Arnold, SSS, 
5.652. (50 boats)

SSS Doublehanded Monohull 
Arcadia, Mod. Santana 27

Gordie Nash, RYC
 A bit of a scoring snafu kept the re-
sults for the Doublehanded Monohull 
division incorrect on Jibeset for a while. 
Gordie Nash explains the backstory: "My 
father was relatively large in the world of 
sailing. He was Gordo, and I was Gordie, 
to make sure that there wasn't confu-
sion. The confusion came when I started 
winning sailboat races and trophies at 
the yacht club, and people would come 
up to me and say, 'I'm so glad your fa-
ther's doing well in the races.'" Gordie 
chuckled. "So I had to be Gordie. 
 "In the spring Bay races of SSS, you 
can enter under any name on Jibeset. 
But in the ocean races, when the Coast 
Guard gets involved, you gotta use your 
real name and sign your firstborn away. 

So it was Gordon. So in the beginning 
of the season I was Gordie, and in the 
back end of the season I'm Gordon, and 
Arcadia's listed twice. I apologize for the 
confusion."
 Arcadia was thus scored under two 
different skippers (who were actually the 
same person), and her points were split 
between the two names. Therefore, David 
Scott's Olson 25 O'mar was temporarily 
listed at the top of the standings, until 
Gordon and Gordie could be merged into 
one scoreline. 
 Outgoing commodore of the SSS 
Joe Balderrama said, "I have to apolo-
gize to David Scott and JP Camille. I 
sent them an 
email, and they 
replied back. 
We gave them 
t h e  c h a n c e 
to protest the 
race commit-
tee. In the end, 
they said, 'You 
know,  we ' re 
h a p p y  t h a t 
we have some 
redress, but 
we're going to 
go ahead and 
keep our sec-
ond place.' So 
a sincere apology from myself and the 
board for putting O'mar in first place in 
the doublehanded category and leaving 
it up there for so long without going 
through and double-checking things.

 "For next season, we would 
like everyone to use your same 
name. Just think about the ro-
bot scoring that doesn't know 
you."
 "My father died last May, 
so there won't be a confusion 
anymore," said Gordie. 
 "It's hard to win this sea-
son," he continued. "There are 
a lot of good sailors. I think I 
won one of the races, but I'm 
always kind of in the mix, run-
ning with the big dogs most of 
the time. It's not flashing out 
and being fabulous in any one 
race, but just being consis-
tent." 
 "You're a marker out there," 
said Joe. "I can see Gordie; 
I'm in good shape. We want to 
recognize Ruth as well, as the 
doublehanded partner." Ruth 
Suzuki is Gordie's wife and 

usual sailing partner.
 "And Terry Bennett was on board for 
a couple of the races," added Gordie.
 "A lot of racing is just not making 
mistakes. When you have options, what 
do you do next? It's constant. Talking to 
your navigator. Talking to your tactician. 
And the driver and the trimmer — all 
the same person, but the conversations 
are unbelievable. And you have to make 
decisions all the time. How do you make 
less mistakes?"

SSS DOUBLEHANDED MONOHULL (7r, 1t)
 1) Arcadia, 3.256 points; 2) O'mar, Olson 25, 
David Scott, BYC, 4.219. 3) Timber Wolf, Farr 38, 
David Hodges, RYC, 4.777. (207 boats)

SSS Singlehanded Multihull 
Greyhound, F-22 Trimaran

Evan McDonald, BYC
 Evan McDonald sails most of the SSS 
races doublehanded, but his regular 
crew hurt his back. "I ended up not hav-
ing a normal sailing partner for much of 
the racing season, so I thought I'd try to 
do these races singlehanded," Evan told 
the crowd at the SSS meeting. "It was 
really fun, and I had some great races. 
As a matter of fact, Drake's Bay was one 
of the best races I've ever done. It was a 
great learning experience, having to do 
stuff like anchor for the night, and not 
only handle the boat offshore, but the 
whole thing, like food. 
 "I'd never anchored in Drake's Bay 
before, and I was honestly a little wor-
ried about it. I'd studied where the 

Gordie Nash and Ruth Suzuki prepare to start 
the Vallejo 2 in October aboard 'Arcadia'.

Gordie Nash
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anchorages were, and I thought, 'Do I 
want to anchor for the first time in this 
bay in the dark?' I quit because I wanted 
to get in before the sun went down. Then 
of course half an hour later the wind 
came up. Before I quit, I was right next 
to Bottle Rocket. We were still right next 
to each other." Bottle Rocket, the fast 
SeaCart 30, was sailing triplehanded 
in an OYRA division, and did finish 
August's race to Drake's Bay around 
9:30 p.m.
 "If I had just hung it out, I think I 
possibly could have finished, but — next 
year," added Evan. "The southerly made 
the night kind of interesting. It was 

kind of rough. I 
woke up; I had to 
tie some things 
down.
 "I had a great 
second day.  I 
pushed the boat 
really hard and 
went on the inside 
along the shore as 
close as I dared 
to get and had 
a really fun run 
with my screa-
cher coming in 
under the bridge 
singlehanding. I'll 

never forget it. 
 "Doing some singlehanded races this 
year was a good learning experience. 
I think I'll be back next year for some 
more." 

SSS SINGLEHANDED MULTIHULL (8r, 1t)
 1) Greyhound, 9.5 points; 2) Koke Honu, F-24 
II, Rick Elkins, RYC, 9.7. 3) Caliente, Explorer 44, 
Truls Myklebust, BAMA, 10. (5 boats)

SSS Doublehanded Multihull 
Bottle Rocket, SeaCart 30 Trimaran

David Schumann, SFYC
 O u r  a n -
nual Season 
Champs fea-
tures come in 
three parts , 
as we visit the 
various fleets 
and organiza-
tions around 
the region. This 
will be the third 
feature in a row 
to include Da-
vid Schumann 
and his quick 
SeaCart Bottle 
Rocket, and the 
third issue in a row in which we've run 
this photo of him.

SSS DOUBLEHANDED MULTIHULL (7r, 1t)
 1) Bottle Rocket, 4.743 points; 2) Greyhound, 
6.2. 3) Bird of Prey, F-27, Glen Murray, BAMA, 
6.671. (18 boats)

More info at www.sfbaysss.org

West Coast Sailing Laser Grand Prix 
Radial — Voyager I

Toshinari Takayanagi, 
RYC/Shoreline Lake YC

 The West Coast Sailing-sponsored 
Laser Grand Prix Series took a pandemic 
break in 2020 and 2021 but returned in 
2022. 
 The series comprises 13 regattas from 
the Sierra to Humboldt County to San 
Francisco Bay to Monterey Bay. The 
season begins in March with St. Francis 
YC's Spring Dinghy Regatta and ends in 
October, circling back to StFYC for Fall 
Dinghy.
 "COVID started impacting us March 
2020," writes Toshi Takayanagi. "In that 
March, I flew to Melbourne to partici-
pate in the Masters World Champs, but 
the first thing I 
found out arriving 
at the airport was 
that the event was 
canceled. Pretty 
much all the yacht 
clubs around the 
world closed for 
three months, and 
none of us could 
sail .  But there 
were online web-
inars hosted by 
a couple of sail-
ing organizations, 
which refreshed 
my knowledge about sailing, as well as 
kept me connected with other sailors 
around the world. 
 "After that period, my yacht club 
opened up in limited scale, and we were 
able to go out on the water. We had to 
wait for another year before the major 
race events started happening, but I was 
able to spend most of my time on the 
water for my own practice to improve my 
boat speed and boat handling, so I think 
it was actually a productive duration in 
a sense."
 Toshi's favorite regatta in 2022 was 
the Laser NorCals in Santa Cruz in Au-
gust. "We had nice weather and nice wind 
for two days, and it was very pleasant to 
sail. As a bonus point, I was able to win 
the regatta."
 Another memorable regatta for him 
was St. Francis YC's Elvstrom/Zeller-
bach in May. "I usually do not do very 
well at Cityfront races as the wind tends 

to be too strong for me, so I had thought 
I would never be able to win the regatta 
there. But I did well on the first day in 
medium wind and survived the very 
windy race the second day, ending up 
with winning this historic trophy.  
 "We had three very windy District 24 
races this year: Monterey, Cityfront and 
Santa Cruz. It was pretty windy (average 
20 knots, gusting up to 30 knots) with 
lots of waves. I aimed at safe sailing in 
these conditions, but I still ended up cap-
sizing a couple of times. When I capsized 
in Monterey, my body was thrown about 
two feet away from the boat, so I got very 
desperate to swim back to grab the boat. 
This was indeed a very scary moment." 

West Coast Sailing Laser Grand Prix 
Standard Rig — Seaweed Magnet

Emilio Castelli, RYC
 In order to qualify for championship 
consideration in this series, an indi-
vidual Laser sailor must compete in at 
least five of the counting regattas.
 "This season saw lower than usual 
participation in our regattas," reports 
Emilio Castelli of the Bay Area Laser 
fleet. "I was hoping for big turnouts after 
COVID, but it didn't happen. Hopefully 
in 2023 we'll see a return to bigger fleets.
 "Highlights of the year were the High 
Sierra Regatta and the NorCal champion-
ship in Santa Cruz."
 The series saw its biggest fleet at 
Stampede Reservoir for the Tahoe Fleet 
and District Championship in early 
September, "but we sailed in smoke," 
said Emilio. He reports no really scary 
moments, although he did capsize twice 
at Richmond YC's Big Dinghy Regatta in 
April. 

LASER GRAND PRIX (13 regattas)
 STANDARD — 1) Seaweed Magnet, 41. (43 
boats, 1 qualifier)
 RADIAL — 1) Voyager I, 65; 2) JITIY, Chris 
Boome, StFYC, 34. (41 boats, 2 qualifiers)

More info at 
http://westcoastsailing-grand-prix.myfleet.org

Mercury Travel Trophy — Jade
Mike Burch, Cabrillo Beach YC

 Mercury racers and their boats travel 
up and down California to compete for 
the fleet's Travel Trophy, named for 
longtime fleet member and organizer Pax 
Davis. The standings for the 2022 season 
went down to the final regatta, the Fall 
One Design hosted by Cabrillo Beach YC 
in San Pedro.
 "Mike Burch winning the Fall OD 
put him in a tie with John Ravizza at 16 
points," explained Don Whelan. "Mike 

Toshinari Takayanagi

JA
Y

 D
EA

N
 / 

S
TF

Y
C

Evan McDonald

David Schumann

B
A

M
A



THE SSS AND SMALL BOATS

Latitude 38

and John each had two first-place finish-
es, but Mike had a second-place finish to 
John's fourth-place finish, which makes 
Mike the winner of the Paxton Davis 
Travel Trophy. Congratulations to both 
Mike and John on some good sailing."
 This is a repeat win for Mike, who gets 
to keep the trophy he won in 2021 for 
another year.

MERCURY PAXTON DAVIS TRAVEL TROPHY 
(8 regattas)
 1) Jade, 16; 2) Fortran, John Ravizza, StFYC, 
16; 3) Fast Break, Randy Smith, SFYC, 14. (33 
boats)

More info at www.mercury-sail.com

El Toro Senior — Cygnus
Arthur Lange, FSC/HPSC

 "The best regatta of the year in 2022 
was the El Toro North American Cham-
pionships on Lake Washington in Sac-
ramento," asserts El Toro champion Art 
Lange. "The venue is a turning and land-
ing basin for oceangoing grain-carrying 
ships. During the regatta, we had to clear 
the basin for the arrival of one of these 

grain transporters for an hour or so while 
it docked. Over the next few days, we 
were able to see it loaded up with rice, 
which is grown in the Sacramento River 
area. 

 "The Lake Washington Yacht Club did 
a great job with the hospitality extended 
to the sailors. The wind on the lake was 
generally southeast, coming mostly down 
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Emilio Castelli in RYC's Big Dinghy Regatta.



the long axis of the lake. Although there 
was some tidal motion, the current never 
seemed to play an important part in 
tactical decisions.
 "The race days had mostly light winds, 
although there were two races on one of 
the days that had hard hiking conditions 
with moderate chop on the lee side of 
the lake. The key to racing success was 
to get a clear-wind start and guess cor-
rectly which side of the course would be 
better. Very often in the last 100 yards 
or so to the windward mark there were 
signifi cant wind shifts, and it was very 
important to be in phase with these 
shifts. It was easy to drop a few places 
by missing a shift. 
 "When the last day started, three 
boats were very close on the scoreboard. 
In the fi nal race, a very large port-tack-
favoring shift opened up a hole at the 
port end of the start line, which allowed 
me to cross the fl eet on port tack in clear 
air and be positioned on the starboard 
side of the fl eet for when the wind shifted 
back. It is very unusual to have such a 
port-favorable wind shift at the start and 
to be in the right place to benefi t from it. 
 "In the 2021 El Toro NAs in Half Moon 
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Bay, the wind 
was generally 
l ighter  wi th 
much smooth-
er water. Going 
into the last 
day of races, I 
was very close 
in points to 
Gordie Nash, 
who had two 
fi rst-place rac-
es on the last 
day and won 

the series. In this 2022 Championship, 
Gordie and I were similarly close in 
points, but I was able to win both of the 
last two races and the championship."  
 The final numbers had not been 
crunched in time for this issue, but we 
can tell you that Gordie Nash, sailing his 
yellow Sorcerer's Apprentice, and Buzz 
Blackett sailing Micro-Wave, fi nished the 
season second and third. Both sail out 
of RYC. For more info about racing the 
enduring 8-ft cat-rigged El Toro pram, 
see www.eltoroyra.org.

 This feature concludes our three-
part series celebrating 2022 season 
champions. If you didn't catch the fi rst 
and second parts, you can fi nd them in 
the December and January issues of 
Latitude 38.
 We've been pleased to see a return 
to a full-on smorgasbord of yacht and 
dinghy racing in Northern California 
and beyond. The Yacht Racing Associa-
tion has processed approximately 1,000 
races for this year. Find them and more 
in the 2023 Northern California Sailing 
Calendar and YRA Schedule, distributed 
with the January Latitude and mailed in 
December to YRA racers. You can fi nd it 
online too, at www.latitude38.com. 
 Use the Calendar to put together your 
own regatta schedule, sign up for races 
early, show up on the line consistently, 
and have a great time racing in our big, 
beautiful playground! Maybe it will be 
your smiling face pictured in these pages 
as 2023 gives way to 2024.

— latitude/chris

Art Lange

On the Bay, on the ocean, race, cruise 
or daysail. June 24 is the day to 

#raiseyoursails
Sign Up, Sails Up, WIN!

THE BEST SUMMER 
OF SAILING
STARTS JUNE 24: SUMMER SAILSTICE

Serving the entire Bay Area for more than 30 years.

(415) 999-4159

westwinddetailing@sonic.net
www.boatdetailing.com

Adjacent to South Beach Harbor and Oracle Park

"The boat looks 

great, you've got 

a great team 

working on it."

D. Robertson

Pacifi c Seacraft 34'

"Santana"

Pelican Yacht 

Harbor

Washing, Waxing, Varnishing
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 In 1974, Marina del Rey yachts-
man Paul Berger purchased a Contessa 
35 sailboat from Jeremy Rogers, the re-
nowned builder of fine sailing yachts in 
England. The boat was shipped to MdR 
and Paul proceeded to actively race his 
new boat, Decision, in race venues all over 
Southern California, with winning results 
everywhere. During the years Paul owned 
Decision, he maintained her in yacht 
condition, and he continually made en-
hancements to make his boat sail faster 
and better. Paul's good friend, the notable 
Bay Area designer Carl Schumacher, re-
shaped and added depth to the keel. Paul 
had Seatek, the fine Southern California 
mast builder, build a new, bendy three-
spreader mast, one and a half feet taller, 
to replace the original mast, which was, 
as was normal on boats in those days, 
stiff as a wharf's piling
 In the mid-1980s, Paul commissioned 
the construction of a new Schumacher-
designed 50-ft fast cruising boat. He then 
approached me about procuring his Deci-
sion, which I had long admired.
 In 1986, my wife Diane and I pur-
chased Decision, replacing our wonderful 
Yankee 30 — also La Diana — that for 12 
years we had happily cruised and raced 
with great success (usually with our two 
boys aboard) everywhere in Southern 
California. Our family cruised that La 
Diana up to the Bay and into the Delta. 
By 1986 our two little boys, Brendan and 
Dana, had grown into much bigger guys, 
so we were ready to move up to a larger 
boat.
 We've now owned La Diana for more 
than 35 years, and I've come to admire 
and love her more year by year. I'm con-
stantly impressed by her high-quality 
construction, her sailing performance, 
her beautiful lines, and, well, everything 
about the boat. Also, over the years I've 
had the huge pleasure of implementing 
numerous innovations and enhance-
ments to the fine vessel — so-called 
"Huffmanizing." 
 During the early 1970s, in the US and 
worldwide, a type of sailboat racing called 
"level racing" was immensely popular 
among boats called "one-tonners." It was 
termed "level" racing because, although 
all the boats racing in the various regattas 
were not identical (or, they rarely were), 
they were all of similar size — 35- to 39-
ft long — and they raced one another on 
a "boat-for-boat" basis; i.e., there was no 
handicap system of time allowances, so 
the racers were ranked according to their 
actual place of finish in the fleet. In the 
early 1970s, in all of Southern Califor-
nia's racing venues, one-ton level racing 
was highly popular, very active, and very 

competitive, and it attracted the highest 
caliber of racing sailors.
 During the late 1950s and '60s, tech-
niques of fiberglass construction for 
building boats were perfected, leading 
to efficient assembly-line manufacturing 
of all types of recreational craft. I think 
Southern California, particularly Costa 
Mesa in Orange County, was the preemi-
nent area in the world for the production 
of fiberglass sailboats. Among local boat 
builders were Columbia Yachts, Catalina 
Yachts, Ericson Yachts, Ranger Yachts, 
Yankee Yachts, Newport Yachts, W. D. 
Schock Sailboats, Islander Yachts, and 
several smaller companies. Several of 
them produced their own versions of one-
ton racers, e.g., Yankee 38, Ranger 37, 
and Ericson 37. 

 Renowned among the numerous Or-
ange County boat builders was Jensen 
Marine, builders of the "Cal" line of sail-
boats. I think, over the years, Jensen 
Marine must have offered 30 or 40 differ-
ent types of racing and cruising sailboats 
— all fine boats. Their hugely successful 
Cal 40, first available in the early '60s, 
is regarded as a classic. With its amaz-
ing reaching and surfing capabilities, the 
Cal 40 seemed to "own" the Transpacific 
races. All the Jensen-built boats were de-
signed by the brilliant naval architect Wil-
liam (Bill) Lapworth. 
 In 1973, San Diego YC staged the US 
National OneTon Championship Regat-
ta. Several boat builders entered their 
one-tonners, and there were a number

of custom boats as well. I was there as 
helmsman, together with a bunch of my 
sailing buddies, aboard a Ranger 37, 
Broomhilda, designed by my friend Gary 
Mull. As I recall, there were at least 25 
entrants, and every boat was thoroughly 
race-tuned and all had crack crews. It was 
quite a who's-who of well-known Ameri-
can racing sailors. The regatta was a gru-
eling week of intensely competitive racing, 
and it was great fun: three days of shorter 
races of about 15 miles around set marks, 
one medium-distance race of around 70
miles, and one race of about 200 miles.
 The fleet of sleek and beautifully 
decked-out one-tonners was moored be-
tween races together at the docks in front 
to SDYC's beautiful clubhouse. Among 
them was a recently launched 35-footer 

called Ganbare that seemed oddly out of 
place among her glamorous neighbors. 
She was very simple and plain; she had 
no varnish or shiny painted surfaces, 
and she was the only boat there built of 
wood, not fiberglass. She appeared as 
though her construction had been kind of 
rushed. Most remarkably, Ganbare had a 
large block of lead strapped down on her 
deck just forward of the mast. She cer-
tainly did not have the appearance of a 
yacht. However, since she was built by 
the highly regarded San Diego builder 
Karl Eichenlaub, she was undoubtedly 
strong. Ganbare was designed by the 
young naval architect Doug Peterson, 
who was aboard his boat in the regatta. 
Doug's personal appearance and casual 
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Fred, right, and son Brendan working the boat south in the early '90s in the Oakland to Catalina race.



demeanor were also notable. He was very 
casually dressed, bearded, and had rath-
er longish and unkempt hair. Although 
Doug was quite sociable, he was not your 
usual clean-cut yacht club sort.
 When race number one got underway, 
it was soon apparent that Ganbare was 
an extraordinarily fast boat. As I recall, 
she led the fleet in each race and was 
definitely the boat to beat in the fleet. 
(Broomhilda won the medium-distance 
race.) Ganbare's first-place victory in that 
important regatta catapulted Doug Peter-
son into international prominence as a 
sailboat designer. Ganbare was a "break-
through" in sailboat design.

 Soon, the British yacht builder 
Jeremy Rogers began producing boats 
identical in hull shape to Peterson's new 
breakthrough racer, which they called the 
Contessa 35; ultimately, 150 Countessas 
were produced. One of the earliest Con-
tessa 35s built was Gumboots (meaning 

sea boots in Great Britain), which placed 
first in the 1974 One-Ton Championship 
Regatta held in southern England. Jer-
emy Rogers himself was aboard one of his 
creations in the regatta, I think as skip-
per. Incidentally, that fleet included two 
boats from Southern California: Terror-
ist and America Jane, both custom-built 
one-tonners. I had friends crewing on 
each of those boats including Commodore 
Tompkins aboard America Jane.
 In the following years, Contessa 35s 
dominated one-ton and IOR racing in Eu-
rope, and several were imported to the US. 
Although I know there is one located some-
where in the Bay Area, I have never seen 
another Contessa 35 on the West Coast.
 By the time we acquired La Diana in 
1986, activity in "level" racing had begun 
to wane — then dissolved. So we entered 
La Diana mostly in the highly popular 
and increasingly competitive Perfor-
mance Handicap (PHRF) races. For about 
20 years we raced the heck out of La Di-
ana, winning many races and losing a 

AN ALMOST 40-YEAR LOVE AFFAIR

bunch, too. We raced her 
in many races around the 
various Channel Islands 
off Southern California 
and Ensenada, in coastal 
races from S.F. to SoCal, 
in doublehanded Faral-
lon Island races, and in 
a Puerto Vallarta Race. 
We also did a good deal 
of cruising, including a 
cruise to Socorro Island, 
400 miles south of Cabo 
San Lucas.
 The high point of our 
racing efforts was my son 
Brendan and I winning 
first place in the double-

handed division of the 2000 Pacific Cup 
race to Hawaii. 

Left: The Contessa 35 'La Di-
ana. Above: Brendan and Fred 
just before the start of the 
2000 Pacific Cup.
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'La Diana' struts her stuff off Southern California 
in the '90s.



Brendan and Fred at 'La Diana's current home in Sausalito. Right: 'La Diana' post-Pacific Cup in Hanalei Bay, HI.

LA DIANA — AN ALMOST 40-YEAR LOVE AFFAIR

Latitude 38 

 I understand Jeremy Rogers Co. 
offered two versions of his Contessa 
35s. One was a rather bare-bones full-
out racer (no doubt Gumboots was this 
version), and another version, with the 
same hull, was more commodious in 
general, with an ingeniously designed 
interior layout crafted in teak that is all 
beautifully satin-varnished, to which 
I've added numerous improvements. 
A sleek trunk cabin affords full head-
room throughout, and the large cockpit 
is comfortable and safe. Obviously, our 

La Diana is the "cruising" version of the 
Contessa 35. All of this should inform 
you why I continue to admire and love 
my La Diana year after year. She's been 
my admired beauty for 36 years.
 Now I'm a happily retired sailboat 
rigger and a has-been sailboat racer. 
I do not race La Diana anymore. My 
sailboat racing, in which I was so thor-
oughly engrossed for decades, is histo-
ry. I keep La Diana in Sausalito, which 
is the nicest and most interesting place 
I've ever kept her. (Yes, I do keep her 

like my mistress, and I visit her as often 
as possible.) I sail her everywhere on 
the magnificent San Francisco Bay and 
occasionally up or down the coast, most 
often with new or old sailing friends 
aboard. For the most part, however, I 
just mess around on my beautiful boat 
and pat her while I relish the wonders of 
that wonderful, interesting sailing area. 
From long habit — or is it compulsion? 
— I always have an ongoing list of proj-
ects to enhance her.

— fred huffman
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TRAILER SAILORS CRUISE

for sailing the Channel Islands is an in-
herited old edition of Cruising Guide to the 
Channel Islands, by Brian Fagan. It was 
written prior to the availability of GPS, 
and we have been adding the GPS info 
as we go. We are delighted by the great 
descriptions of the anchorages, but also 
by the descriptions of how crowded these 
anchorages used to be. Cueva Valdez was 
described as commonly holding up to 15 
boats anchored bow and stern, with the 
beach teeming with children playing on 
hot summer days. This day, there was 
only one other boat in the anchorage.

 There are several scenic, semi-pro-
tected anchorages along the north coast 
of Santa Cruz Island. We settled at Peli-
can, a more protected and particularly 
beautiful one with only one other boat 
anchored on a single hook. It was a fam-
ily from Ventura who had been exploring 
these islands since the 1970s. The cap-
tain remarked that every year there are 
more boats in the marinas that never 
leave the slips, and fewer boats visiting 
the islands. Our old cruising guide noted 
up to 40 boats anchoring there! Over the 
next couple of days, several more boats 
arrived, all setting bow and stern anchors 
closer to the western cliff, apparently a 

Santa Barbara Yacht Club custom. Peli-
can Bay was the site of an old resort that 
catered to sportsmen and early Holly-
wood royalty. It was owned by a couple 
who had been eking out a living on the 
island since the early 1900s. Diary of a 
Sea Captain's Wife, by Margaret Holden 
Eaton, is a charming and brutal descrip-
tion of their life on the island.
 Sailing downwind along the north and 
east coast of Santa Cruz Island is spec-
tacular, with the following sea sometimes 
teasing and feathering above Minnie's wa-
terline. We don't have a special sail for 

downwind runs, so we set up "wing 
on wing" by sheeting the headsail out 
with a whisker pole (noting ahead 
what our next tack will be so it can 
stay in place). To form a "guy," the lazy 
jib sheet is clipped into a carabiner 
lashed at the beam that also serves as 
part of the preventer system. With this 
small boat, we really feel the follow-
ing sea against the rudder, but with 
close management of the tiller, Minnie 
makes a respectable downwind run.
   Rounding the points is interest-
ing, with expected wind and heading 
changes, so we prepared ahead to bring 
the mainsail around with a controlled 
jibe and continued on a broad reach, 
leaving the headsail on the whisker 
pole. For the approach to Smugglers 
Cove on the protected south side, we 
begrudgingly took the sails down and 
fired up the six-horsepower engine, as 
"island blockage" calms the prevailing 
wind close in on this side of the island. 
We had an idyllic summer evening af-
ter a glorious sail, enjoying the calm 
conditions, hot sun, clear, warmish 
water and lingering daylight. 
   There were just a couple of small 
points of concern. Raging offshore 
winds can kick up after sundown here, 

so setting the anchor well and laying plen-
ty of scope is critical. Minnie carries 50 
feet of 5/8-inch chain and 150 feet of line. 
Since Minnie is almost always the small-
est sailboat at island anchorages, and the 
other sailboats mostly carry all chain with 
a windlass, we have noticed that because 
of the rope scope versus the chain scope 
of the larger boats, Minnie moves quite 
differently at anchor on a single hook, 
especially in light wind. Another con-
cern was the imminent 42-nautical-mile 
open-ocean crossing to Santa Barbara Is-
land, Minnie's farthest to date. We made 
sure the handheld electronic navigation 
devices were fully charged, checked our 
"ditch bag," verified our planned route, 

 June 18, 2022 — Sometimes a long 
day isn't a bad thing. When our plan-
et tilts toward the south, and the sun 
springs up by 5 a.m. and hangs around 
until well past 8 p.m., it can be pure plea-
sure to while away those hours cruising 
in a small, slow sailboat.
 A Southern California downwind tour 
in Minnie, our trailerable Catalina 22, 
was the plan — from Santa Barbara to 
Oceanside with visits to Santa Cruz, San-
ta Barbara and Catalina islands. After 
battling our way through congested Los 
Angeles freeways, we finally arrived at 
Santa Barbara Marina on the first sunny 
day after a long stretch of June gloom. 
Stepping the mast, preparing the rig-
ging, testing new wiring for steaming 
and anchor lights, and setting her free 
to float again took us into the golden 
evening hours. To be on the water 
again, off the freeway, back on the 
boat, even just dockside on this beau-
tiful summer evening, was pure joy. 
 After driving the van and trailer 
home to San Diego, we returned to 
Santa Barbara by train to complete 
provisioning perishables and fill the 
new "Rough Country" 12-volt, 48-quart 
refrigerator/freezer, powered by a Yeti 
1,500-watt battery bank, which can 
keep the little fridge powered for up to 
six days without a recharge. The Yeti 
battery bank can be charged by shore-
power, or while cruising with a 110-
watt solar panel.
 The morning of the summer sol-
stice felt like a perfect time to depart 
for Santa Cruz Island, part of Chan-
nel Islands National Park. In the 
Santa Barbara Channel, the south-
ern-flowing California Current comes 
around Point Conception to meet the 
northern-flowing Southern California 
Current, which mixes warm and cool 
waters, creating one of the most bio-
logically diverse environments on the 
California coast. Early departures are es-
sential to cross the channel, as winds can 
increase rapidly and cause steep waves to 
form in the western section, away from 
the shelter of Point Conception. This oc-
curs just about the time you reach the 
shipping lanes. During the COVID lock-
down, traffic in these lanes was nearly 
absent. Now it's back in full force, with 
ships serving the ports of both Los An-
geles and Long Beach, the busiest and 
second-busiest ports in America. 
 On this summer solstice day, with 
hours of daylight to spare, we made for 
the anchorage at Cueva Valdez to visit the 
"pirate" caves and to swim in the crystal-
blue water. One of our cherished resources
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Erin Quinn is enjoying the setting sun aboard 
'Minnie'.



thought about stocking the kayak dinghy 
with food and water, and decided against 
sleeping in our wetsuits. 
 Pre-dawn, Rod discovered that the 
boat's electrical system was not function-
ing. Prior to the trip, he had passed a new 
electrical wire through the mast to serve 
the anchor, steaming, deck and running 
lights, which had also been replaced with 
LED bulbs. Because of the stepping of the 
mast, the wiring connections between the 
mast and the deck suffered from excess 
movement, and this wear and tear caused 
fraying. He located a blown fuse, replaced 
it, and we were on our way. 
 We departed the Smugglers anchorage 
just before first light with a gentle east 
wind. It was a long, slow trip, checking

navigation, practicing knot-tying and 
times tables, assisting the sails with 
the motor to maintain headway above 4 
knots, and always wondering, "What hap-
pens if that 1.5-mile rock is not where it 
is supposed to be?" To our delight, just 
before noon, it was "land ho" as we spot-
ted the twin peaks of Santa Barbara Is-
land. With clearing skies and increasing 
wind, we sailed into the anchorage in the 
lee of the island. Access to the island is 
very limited by steep cliffs; there used to 
be a ladder, but it has fallen into disre-
pair, and the only accessible landing was 
occupied by a motley gang of raucous sea 
lions. Their "locals only" vibe was not very 
inviting, nor was the thought of running
their gauntlet to access the island, or 

THE CHANNEL ISLANDS
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The popular main harbor of Avalon.

spending the night at anchor worried that 
we could be boarded by invading pinni-
peds.

 The long hours of summer sunlight 
beckoned; we answered the call and de-
cided to head straight to Catalina, which 
offered more civilized anchorages. Mid-
way on the crossing, wing on wing, we 
were visited by a playful, lovely creature. 
It stayed with us for half an hour, flirt-
ing with Minnie's fin keel, speeding ahead 
and circling back to join us again, twirling 
underwater alongside us to show off its 
16-foot-long fluorescent white belly. Per-
haps it was a small minke whale or a very 
large bicolored dolphin — either way, it 



 We passed some lovely days there, 
drinking in daylight, kayaking and snor-
keling the clear water, hiking, napping, 
and just loving the fact that we were here 
together. Michelle had booked one of the 
campsites overlooking the anchorage for 
her stay, so each morning we kayaked 
to the beach to hook up for the day's ad-
ventures and each evening returned her 
to shore. Having the campsite was a nice 
way to share the journey and keep ev-
eryone comfortable on the small boat. It 
also made for some interesting sojourns 
climbing the hill barefoot to her camp af-
ter dinner and drinks aboard! 

 Eventually, we made our way around 
the south end of Catalina to Avalon, 
where Michelle caught the ferry back to 
the mainland, and July 4 celebrations 
were ramping up. With its steep hills, 
restaurants and beautiful boats in the 
harbor, Avalon could pass for a Mediter-
ranean port. Like many resort towns, it 
is the kind of place where the residents 
have either three jobs or three houses. 

was an absolute delight to be in 
the right place at the right time 
to share the ocean with this 
beauty.
 Our trusty cruising guide for 
"Cat Harbor" cautioned us not to 
anchor in the lane reserved for 
the landing of the seaplane that 
has not arrived for many years. 
Compared to the cacophony of 
the anchorage at Santa Bar-
bara Island, it was a pleasure 
to awaken to the golden, fog-
crowned hills of this protected 
and quiet anchorage on Catali-
na's west side. One of the lovely 
things about Catalina Harbor is 
its proximity to the hot showers 
and hamburgers of Two Har-
bors on the opposite side of the 
isthmus, which is also served by 
direct ferry service to the main-
land. We planned to pick up a 
friend who was joining us for 
the next leg of the journey.

 
 Catalina Island is a sun-
warmed rock of steep moun-
tains surrounded by cool water, with 
cliffs forming the entrance to the isth-
mus harbor. Significant winds can blow 
through the anchorage, but nestled deep 
in the harbor it is difficult to know if 
those winds signal a gale blowing on the 
open ocean, or if it is just a localized Ven-
turi. After meeting our friend Michelle, 
who arrived at Two Harbors from Los 
Angeles via the Catalina Express ferry, 
we did the easy walk across the island to 
board Minnie and continue to idyllic Little 
Harbor, four miles south. It was blowing 
at least 15 knots in the anchorage, so we 
briefed Michelle on safety and use of the 
Lifesling, and put two reefs in Minnie's 
small mainsail. We departed, believing 
we were going to be 
in for a very excit-
ing sail, but outside 
the harbor entrance, 
the wind calmed so 
much that we im-
mediately raised 
full sails and even 
had to employ the 
engine before we reached Little Harbor. 
We anchored bow and stern, closer to 
shore and dividing the space between 
the two large sailboats that occupied 
the anchorage. Later we learned that 
the previous night both boats had bro-
ken free of their anchors and bumped 
their deep keels in the shallows of the 
bay. The bottom is sand and gravel over
rock, so the holding can be sketchy.

 We met a couple of very colorful 
characters who shared some of the 
island's history with us. Marcelino 
Saucedo, an octogenarian and author 
of Dream Makers and Dream Catch-
ers, told us about the Mexican fami-
lies who'd settled on the island, done 
dangerous work in the quarry, built 
many of the homes, and supported 
the growth of the tourism industry 
during its Hollywood heyday. As kids, 
they played baseball with the Chicago 
Cubs, who did spring training in Ava-
lon, and worked as golf caddies for 
the rich and famous visiting from Los 

Angeles. And then 
there was Lolo, 
whose barbershop 
is an essential stop 
on any visit to Ava-
lon. It is an eclectic 
museum, a tribute 
to Catalina's rich 
history of baseball 

and a repository of some of the ele-
gant remnants of the long-gone Hotel 
Catherine, with photos of the retired 
World War II planes and the pilots that 
brought in the tourists, and photos 
of the movie stars and the mariachis 
that entertained them. Lolo knew them 
all. The stories he told were ones you 
could not hear from anyone but a bar-
ber or a bartender.

TRAILER SAILORS CRUISE

'Minnie' was usually the smallest boat in the harbor.
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When our planet tilts toward the south, and the
sun springs up by 5 a.m. and hangs around until
well past 8 p.m., it can be pure pleasure to while

away those hours cruising in a small, slow sailboat.
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Getting a trim at Lolo's in Avalon. 

not playful or showing off; he was going 
where he needed to go, and if we wanted 
to go along too, that was our choice. We 
parted company with him at the Oceans-
ide Harbor entrance buoy, where he was 
spotted by a commercial whale-watching 
boat. As we entered the harbor, we heard 
the whale watchers let out a collective 
gasp of joy and awe as they spotted "our" 
whale surfacing before another deep dive. 
It was a perfect ending to the journey.

— erin quinn

  Avalon to Dana Point 
was a light-wind sail with 
a motor assist, and we ar-
rived at the free anchorage 
off Baby Beach just before 
the arrival of the Fourth of 
July revelers. When we de-
parted for Oceanside the 
following day on July 3, the 
anchorage was nearly full, 
requiring some tight nego-
tiations to make our exit. 
Sailing south to Oceans-
ide made the fi nal leg of 
the trip, and a spectacular 
trip it had been. We were 
blessed with fi ne weather 
and wind, new connections 
made, and old ones rein-
forced. 
 Minnie performed beau-
tifully, despite her little 
electrical glitches. Motor-
sailing during the last hour 
off Camp Pendleton, we 
kept company with an old 
humpback whale. He was 
slow-moving and grizzled, 'Minnie' anchored in Catalina Harbor.
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MAX EBB — 

note to ask Lee, some day when we had 
more time, to explain why water ballast 
works on ships. 
 But as the chain rattled out through 
the chock at the end of the carbon an-
chor sprit, Lee made an interesting 
technical point: "The most efficient way 
to increase the effective scope is to add 
weight at the anchor, not distributed 
along the chain."
 "Really?" I questioned. 
 "The chain hangs in a catenary," she 
reminded us. "So when the boat is at 
a higher level than the anchor, which 
is, like, always true unless the boat has 
sunk, then the center of gravity of the 
chain will always be more toward the 
boat than toward the anchor. Draw the 
anchor chain as a free-body diagram 
showing the force equilibrium, and you 
can see that more than half of the chain 
weight pulls the boat down, and less 
than half of the chain weight is applied 
at the anchor. Like, you'd get the same 
effect putting something less than half 
of the chain weight at the anchor stock 
and using Dyneema or Spectra for the 
rest of the rode."   

 This got the owner's interest. A small 
weight at the anchor could weigh much 
less than 200 feet of chain, and still 
keep the pull on the anchor closer to 
horizontal. 
 "But what about the resiliency?" 
I asked. "Don't you need the sag of a 
heavy chain to absorb the surges from 
wind gusts and swells?"
 "For sure," said Lee. "But that only 
works for light loads. When the chain 
is maxed out to a nearly straight line, 
then the resiliency is gone and the stiff-
ness of the system approaches infinity. 
That's why cruisers go to all that trou-
ble to add a soft snubbing system to ab-
sorb the surges after they anchor with 
an all-chain rode. It's like, a real hassle; 
much easier to put a length of stretchy 
nylon in the system."
 "Here's a fun fact," added our PRO, 
the principal race officer in charge of 
setting the line, choosing the course, 
and managing the race. "The word 'ny-
lon' was contrived in 1935 by the chem-
ical engineers who invented it. Some of 
the team were in New York and some 
were from London, so the word 'nylon' 
is a fusion of abbreviations for the two 
cities."
 "Or so the legend goes," I added 
skeptically. 
 Lee, however, was not content to let 
the problem of heavy anchor rodes go 
unsolved.
 "Hey, there's another way to build 
a resilient anchor system without all 
that weight," she proposed. "Like, use 
buoyancy instead. You could have your 
ultralight Dyneema rode with a 'spring 
buoy' pulling up on the rode somewhere 
in the middle, instead of chain pulling 
the rode down. You're carrying a couple 
of those big, round fenders anyway, and 
submerged they pull up just as hard as 

 "It was an offense to science, na-
ture and yacht design." That was how 
the owner of this home-built catamaran 
described adding 200 feet of chain to his 
ultralight carbon fiber creation.
 That comment pretty much summed 
it up. He had home-built a large cruis-
ing catamaran, and his being skilled 
in composite construction, just about 
everything on the boat was made with 
carbon fiber and weighed nothing. Not 
just the foils, the spars and the main 
structural components of the hull, but 
the hatch boards, the cabin table, even 
the treads on the steps leading down to 
the accommodations in the hulls. And 
then, following recommended practice 
for a cruising boat, he felt compelled to 
add 200 feet of steel anchor chain.
 The anchor rode was massive overkill 
for the project at hand: We were the race 
committee boat for a midwinter race on 
the Bay. There were no rocks or coral 
heads, and the holding ground was 
good, sticky mud. The heavy all-chain 
rode was the only option on board. 
  "Like, you couldn't find carbon fiber 
anchor chain?" asked Lee Helm, only 
half joking. 
 Lee was not part of our RC crew. She 
was racing on a boat that sailed from a 
club on the opposite side of the Bay, so 
she had talked her skipper into picking 
her up from the committee boat prior to 
the start. 
 "Carbon chain would be wonderful, 
if it existed," the owner agreed. "Strong 
and light. But for a cruising anchor we 
need the weight, to increase the effec-
tive scope at the anchor by keeping the 
pull more parallel to the bottom." 
 I was about to suggest, "Just use wa-
ter ballast," but stopped short when I 
remembered that water ballast weighs 
nothing underwater. I made a mental 
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Horizontal holding force applied to the anchor as the catenary straight-
ens. The forces are for 20-ft water depth, 4-ft freeboard and 100 ft of 
5/16" chain. But the resiliency is all gone when the chain is nearly 
straight: Another inch of aft surge doubles the horizontal force to 643 lb. 

The spring buoy saves weight, but doesn't offer nearly as much re-
siliency at the low end of the surge vs. force curve. At maximum 
holding power, it functions the same as chain. Much better with an 
elastic rode. 

Leibniz solved the catenary in 1691, and even 
developed a Euclidean-style construction for 
locating the elusive position of the origin that re-
duces the equation to a hyperbolic sine function. 
Have no fear: If you need to analyze your anchor 
chain, there's an online calculator at https://www.
peacesoftware.de/einigewerte/seile_e.html.



CAST OFF YOUR CHAINS

your chain pulls down. Just put one of 
them between the boat and the anchor. It 
will be pulled underwater when the boat
surges back in the waves or the gusts."
 "But then I lose the effect of the more 
horizontal pull from the heavy chain," 
the owner noted as he engaged the 
brake on the windlass to hold the chain 
at the desired rode length, judging that 
he had let out more than enough for the 
shallow depth in the starting area.
 "True," said Lee. "At light loadings 
you don't get that effect, but at light 
loadings the holding is easy, and a con-
centrated weight at the anchor might be 
all you need. For the high-load situa-
tion, the rode with the spring buoy will 
be pulled straight. For the same high-
load situation the anchor chain would 
also be pulled straight, so the anchor 
geometry and the effective scope would 
be almost exactly equal."
 "What about chafe?" I said. "Any-
thing sharp on the bottom, like coral or 
rocks or lost anchors, is likely to be a 
problem for an all-rope rode. And know-
ing how you feel about weight on race 
boats, you're probably going to propose 
a rode made of eighth-inch Dyneema."
 "Heck, no," she answered. "But like, 
maybe wire would be a good choice near 
the anchor if there's totally gnarly stuff 
on the bottom."

 "I guess it's still much lighter than 
chain," I allowed, "and 7x7 wire is fl ex-
ible enough to wrap around a windlass 
winch drum."
 "Wire on a winch drum?" The owner 
did not like the idea. Neither did the 
PRO. 
 "Kids these days," I sighed. "In my 
day, the big boats all used wire for jib 
sheets and spinnaker guys. Halyards 
too, even on small boats."
 Some quick bearings confi rmed that 
we were not dragging and the wind di-
rection was holding steady. Our PRO 
directed the mark-set boat to place the 
buoy for the other end of the starting 
line well off on our starboard beam, 
judging an angle that gave the left end 
of the line a very slight upwind advan-
tage. 
 "Shouldn't the RC boat be on the 
starboard side of the line?" I asked. 
 "There's nothing in the rules that 
requires it," he explained. "And putting 
the boat on the port end of the line is 
much better for photography. The sun 
is low in the south so we get the light 
behind us, and shots of boats sailing 
toward the camera are always more ex-
citing than shots of the sterns sailing 
away. Unfortunately our freeboard is 
kind of high, so it's going to be hard to 
avoid the horizon line passing through 

the boats' rigs and breaking up the 
composition; much better to shoot from 
below the deck level of the subject. Or 
from above the masthead, of course. 
But if the boats are clustered so the ho-
rizon is obscured, we'll get some really 
good starting-line pics for the website."
 The wind was building, and the 
starting area began to fi ll up with race 
boats of all sizes. 
 "There's a lot of wind drag on these 
big cruising cats," I observed after 
climbing out to reach the anchor chain 
and putting my hand on it to check 
the tension and feel for vibration that 
might indicate dragging. But the sag 
in the chain was doing its job to damp 
out most of the wave action. It was only 
when the occasional ferry or tugboat 
wake rolled through the starting area 
that we could feel that hint of a sharp 
jerk when the chain straightened out. 
No problem in these conditions, but I 
could see that it might be an issue if 
we were anchored out someplace with 
major surge or swells.  
 "I'll rig the snubber," said the owner, 
probably to demonstrate how it worked 
more than because it was actually 
needed. 
 "Let's use a generous length of nylon 
instead," suggested Lee. "Do you have a 
spare dock line on board?"
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end, so less chance of snagging a keel 
or rudder."
 Lee, meanwhile, had tied the length 
of nylon dock line to a link in the an-
chor chain and let the chain out far 
enough to transfer load to the dock line. 
 "There!" she said. "Much smoother 
ride with, like, some stretch in the sys-
tem." 
 A few minutes later Lee's ride luffed 
up alongside, and she made the leap to 
join her crew. I threw her small gear bag 
after her.
 Then the PRO made another request 
to the owner: "Can you disconnect the 
bitter end of the chain from inside the 
chain locker?" 
 The owner did not seem to under-
stand the reasoning here, but said it 
was no problem. While he did this the 
PRO brought a spare fender up to the 
bow and attached it to the tail end of 
the dock line on deck. 
 The wind continued to build and 
shift counterclockwise, and the starts 
came off without a hitch. No prema-
ture starters and no recalls, thanks to 
a light fl ood current. And the photo ops 
really were spectacular, with packs of

 The owner was happy to do the ex-
periment and went below to fetch the 
requested length of stretchy line.
 "The best case for nylon instead of 
sagging chain," Lee advised, "is made in 
an old book called Oceanography and 
Seamanship, by Van Dorn. He goes into 
the math of the catenary, but the con-
clusion is that elastic rode is much bet-
ter than chain in almost all situations."
 "No, cruisers will always have a 
strong preference for all chain," said the 
owner as he emerged back on deck with 
the dock line, "because it works well in 
the windlass. No need to shift from tail-
ing the rope on the gypsy head to chain 
in the wildcat when the rode is part-way 
in. Also the chain self-stows, so we lazy 
cruisers can set up the ground tackle 
with a button for 'down' and a button 
for 'up,' and that's all the anchor han-
dling we need except for setting up the 
snubber."
 "And don't forget the third button for 
the washdown system," I added, "to get 
the mud off."
 "Race committees like that too," said 
the PRO. "Also, chain keeps the angle 
of the rode closer to vertical at the boat 

close-hauled starboard tackers run-
ning the line to our favored left end, 
aimed right at the camera. Except for 
the last division to start, when the wind 
had shifted a little more counterclock-
wise and one boat, trapped in bad air 
and not pointing high enough to clear 
our nylon rode extension, and not hav-
ing the presence of mind to jibe away 
while there was still room, came to a 
stop directly off our bows when his keel 
snagged our rode. The owner was frozen 
in terror, his face suggesting that years 
of delicate carbon-fi ber repair work 
were fl ashing through is mind.
 For the rest of the crew it was instant 
panic. All hands ran forward on each 
hull to fend off. Except the PRO, who 
calmly released the brake on the wind-
lass and unwrapped the cleat hitch at 
the boat end of the nylon dock line. 
The chain ran out and the dock line 
was free. We drifted away from disas-
ter, leaving our buoyed ground tackle 
wrapped around the rudder of the un-
fortunate race boat. 
 "I've been here before," the PRO re-
marked.   
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time it would take to get to Treasure 
Island. In fact, winds were so spare that 
five of the six didn't even qualify," he 
reports. The lone crew within hailing dis-
tance was Liz Diaz's Kaze (the 1956 23-ft 
sloop was built at Maya, Okamoto and 
Sons' boatyard in Yokohama, Japan). 
This crew followed the full route north 
to Point San Pablo Yacht Club and, once 
all feet had touched the clubhouse floor, 
was declared the winner.

THE RACING 

MMBA New Year's Day Race
 January 1 saw more blue sky and 
calm conditions than Bay Area locals 
had seen in many weeks. It was an ideal 
day for the Master Mariners Benevolent 
Association's New Year's Day race, chili 
feed and Tacky Trophy exchange. 
 Just before noon, in the area east 
of Treasure Island, race organizer Ian 
Powell anchored his vessel Briar Rose (a 
1939 32-ft Hanna ketch) as the course 
marker. Powell, inventor of this year's 
altered rules, stipulated entrants merely 
sail within a potato throw of his vessel if 
they wished to be scored. "With the winds 
so light, some boats underestimated the 

 "Today offered a bewitching blue-sky 
day with a nice northerly breeze," Sandee 
Swanson said with a smile. She has re-
cently completed her first year as owner 
of Black Witch (a 1949 32-ft gaff-rigged 
modified Friendship sloop). Swanson is 
pleased that her "used-to-be catamaran 
crew" has graduated to salty seasoned 
Marconi status able to expertly manage 
a gaff. "We now have the boat pointing 
as well as any modern rig." 
  The slightly altered rules enhanced 
the fun of the day's sail. Competitors 

 Sailors welcomed 2023 with New Year's Day races north and south 
and sat out races on two stormy Saturdays, but found success in Sunday 
midwinters hosted by Sausalito YC, Island YC, Richmond YC, Berkeley 
YC, and the YRA. A savvy tipster clues us in to tricks for dealing with tricky 
winter currents on S.F. Bay, DRYC's Malibu Race faces sea swell, and 
we end with a pair of Race Notes.

Latitude 38 

MMBA New Year's Day Race and Tacky Trophy Exchange. Clockwise from top left: the winning 
crew of 'Kaze' — Shelly Willard, skipper Liz Diaz, Juliett Dowler, and, unseen behind the camera, 
Martha Blanchfield; 'Aïda', now owned by new wooden-boat enthusiasts Andy and Melissa Flick; 
the Flicks with the swimmers-in-a-chip-dip bowl and Mike and Sue Proudfoot of 'Farida'; and Louis 
Nickles of 'Vectis'.

M
AR

TH
A 

BL
AN

CH
FI

EL
D



Latitude 38  

The Super Saturday That Wasn't 
 We've called the first Saturday of the 
month Midwinters Super Saturday due 
to the preponderance of midwinter races 
on that day, ranging geographically from 
Vallejo down through San Francisco Bay 
to Redwood City.
 With one destructive storm in the 
rearview mirror (on New Year's Eve) and 
a dread forecast for the weekend of Janu-
ary 7-8, clubs had to choose whether to 
carry on with their scheduled races — or 
play it safe and keep volunteers, assets 
and racers off the water.
 The first to cancel, on that Thursday, 
was Golden Gate YC on the San Fran-
cisco Cityfront. As Andrew Lesslie of Se-
quoia YC in Redwood City wrote that day, 
"The runoff from the heavy rain has put 
a lot of heavy debris into the water (logs, 
stumps, etc.). In calm conditions, that's 
less of an issue because large debris is 
visible, but when the water is choppy 
that same debris is not easily seen."
 On Thursday night, Stan Phillips 
of SeqYC confirmed, "Winter Series #3 
scheduled for January 7, 2023, is can-
celled for safety concerns." He pointed to 
the forecasts for 2:00 p.m. on Saturday 
that included up to 24 knots of wind with 
gusts of up to 34.
 "Flotsam in the water will be difficult 
to see in these conditions," he added. 

could decrease their race time by an-
swering various questions. Also, for each 
flag flown, more deductions could be 
earned; racers were permitted to make 
flags out of anything found on board. "I 
think Kaze had a good time making pen-
nants out of anything they could find, 
including a fur piece, shopping bags and 
dish towels," remarked Powell. 
 Additional members joined post-race 
for the potluck/chili feed, race results 
and Tacky Trophy ceremony. During 
the results recap, a wee kerfuffle piped 
up when it was thought that club com-
modore Hans List may have been trying 
to flex his executive privileges and desig-
nate the official race start to be closer to 
the location where his vessel, Sequester 

(a 1940 36-ft Hanna gaff ketch), was at 
noon. Diaz schooled him on rules, then 
re-asserted her win. "At the official start, 
five other boats could be seen north of 
Treasure Island — already in race mode." 
 Tacky trophies are a fun way for mem-
bers to jab at each other. Some trophies 
are handed down through the years; 
some are new. Each is nonsense, and 
there is no rhyme or reason as to who 
gets one. Commodore List handed Louis 
Nickles (of Vectis, a 1929 Bert Wolacot 
sloop) a copper rooster plaque. Mike 
Proudfoot (Farida, a 1960 38-ft Atkins/
Archer ketch) found a reason to give new 
owners Andy and Melissa Flick (Aïda, a 
55-ft 1964 Colvin gaff schooner) a chip 
dip bowl. 
 Nine boats registered, six started, and 
six finished. Two were marked DNS due 
to weather issues. The Egelstons' Water 
Witch (a 1928 55-ft Lester Stone ketch) 
retired due to maintenance challenges, 
but sailed north for chili. 
 Diaz summed up the day with props 
to organizer Powell. "His creativity, 
follow-through and enthusiasm for get-
ting these singular beauties out on the 
water is just what is needed. More than 
ever, it's important to celebrate the Bay 
Area's wooden sailing vessels, because 
the ranks are waning."

— martha blanchfield

SHEET

For more racing news, subscribe 
to 'Lectronic Latitude online at 

www.latitude38.com 
January's racing stories included:

 o a e or ot to a e
 a iela oro   or ot er 

Ya ts oma  ar
 C ra satla ti  a e

 e ea  a e  e s Bites
 Be i ia YC Frostbite a e 

 Cori t ia  i i ters
 li atio s or at  a i  ra ts

 re ie s o  Februar  a es, 
and more.

Hello from Sandee Swanson's new-to-her 32-ft gaff-rigged sloop 'Black Witch'.
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half tacking out into the ebb in search of 
more wind and the others sailing a close 
reach toward Point Blunt and to YRA #8 
a mile farther east. Staying in paid off.
 "As the wind filled in and began to 
clock around from southeast to north-
west, the stranded boats began to make 
progress toward the turning mark. But 
by then most of the larger Spinnaker 
boats had fetched YRA #8 and were on 
their way back toward the finish line near 
the Sausalito sewer plant. As the wind 
clocked around to the northwest, these 
boats found themselves close-reaching 
back down the course, meeting some 
spinnakers on their way to the turning 
mark.
 "With the big ebb and lots of runoff, 
boats threaded their way through an 
obstacle course littered with large tree 
trunks, broken pilings and miscel-
laneous flotsam. Misjudging the ebb 
running out of Raccoon Strait, early 
finishers found themselves sailing back 
upstream in the ebb toward the correct 
side of the finish line. Later finishers 
demonstrated better seamanship and 
local knowledge, calculating the ebb 
better."
 Even with the strong ebb and lighter-

Latitude 38  

Chili Midwinter race could go forward 
on January 8. Everyone was excited to 
get out on the water after the holidays; 
15 of the 19 registered boats showed up 
ready to race. 
 With light air from the east and a 
strong ebb, choosing a course that kept 
the racers from being pulled out the Gate 
was a challenge. The race committee 
decided on a windward/leeward course 
starting south of Sausalito channel 
marker 2, with YRA #8 as the windward 
mark. 
 Racer Pat Broderick picks up the tale: 
"Combining all spinnaker boats into one 
division and all non-spinnaker boats into 
another, the starting sequence went as 
scheduled. Except for the wind that had 
been forecast.
 "Shortly after the first start, the 
high-single-digit wind dipped into the 
low single digits. The lucky larger spin-
naker boats got away from the start line, 
with the smaller boats lagging behind. 
Shortly after the spinnaker start, the 
wind shut down, leaving slower Spin-
naker boats, Non-Spinnaker boats and 
the sole Doublehanded boat stuck near 
the starting line. As the wind speed fell, 
the faster Spinnaker boats split, with 

"News reports included notice that San 
Francisco sewer treatment plants over-
flowed, with warnings not to swim in the 
Bay."
 We especially wondered about Encinal 
YC's Jack Frost races. The club is based 
on the Estuary, and their race commit-
tee trawler, mark-set boat and many 
of their racers have a long haul to get 
to the race course west of the Berkeley 
Pier. On Friday afternoon, PRO Charles 
Hodgkins wrote, "Encinal has canceled 
the Jack Frost race for Saturday. After 
consulting the EYC flag and reviewing 
the available wind models for Saturday 
that all have gusts 30+ knots over an ebb 
tide, we have decided to abandon racing 
on Saturday and re-schedule it on March 
4."
 We checked in with Tiburon and 
Vallejo YCs, which also had races sched-
uled on January 7, and they had both 
canceled as well.
 The storm actually hit a bit later than 
forecast on that Saturday, but it hit hard. 
Sunday would be a whole different day, 
with a lot of super sailing for racers in 
Sausalito, Richmond and Alameda. Read 
on… 

— latitude / chris

Sausalito's Sunny Sunday
 After a week of rainy and windy 
weather, the sun finally broke through 
and winds settled down so the SYC 

Bob Betancourt captured these images of the New Year's Day Race in San Diego. On January 1, that 
bay was looking more like San Francisco Bay than its usual mellow self. Bob said, "It was pretty 
breezy. Good sailing weather. And good for taking photos." A fleet of 64 boats signed up; 24 actually 
raced. For results, see www.sdyc.org/calendar/event/new-years-day-race23/new_years_day_race.

THE RACING
 

S 
S 

 B
B 

B
C



SHEET

than-expected winds, the fleet completed 
the course in good time and returned to 
SYC for appetizers (a power outage ear-
lier in the day prevented the usual chili) 
and the last quarter of the 49ers game. 
 Finishing first in Spinnaker A class 
was Glenn Isaacson's 40-ft Schumacher 
daysailer Q. Pat Broderick's Wyliecat 
30 Nancy finished first in Spinnaker C. 
Each retained their first-place positions 
for the series. Randy Grenier's Newport 
30-III La Mer finished first in Non-Spin-
naker D, moving him into first place. 
Tom and Cam Hutton's J/100 H-Pod 
was the sole racer in the Doublehanded 
Non-Spinnaker class.
 The next race in the series will be on 
February 5. For standings and info, see 
www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.

— mary wand

Island Days on the Estuary
 Things were a little different for the 
third Island YC Island Days race on 
January 8. Nineteen of the 33 registered 
boats came out in spite of doom-and-
gloom predictions earlier in the week, 
and it turned out to be a pretty pleasant 
day to be on the water. 
 Normal wind on the Estuary comes 
from the west, but it blew from the east 
that Sunday. This year's Sailing Instruc-
tions call for any course to be "reversed" 
with an "R" flag. The committee used 
that option to send the first three fleets 

on course 7R, and the last two fleets on 
course 5R. At 5.0 and 4.0 miles respec-
tively, those two-lap courses had most 
boats race for 70 minutes.
 The eastern end of the Estuary does 
not typically see much commercial traffic 
on Sundays, but shortly after the D fleet 
start, a barge came up into the first up-
wind leg for the four D competitors. The 
barge graciously positioned itself to the 
north of the fleet and slowed down, then 
stopped as the first three boats passed, 
then tacked behind her. She then started 
backing up dead slow to maintain steer-
age, at which point a second barge came 
out, moving fast, and passed to the 
south, leaving the remaining competitor 
sandwiched between both barges for a 
few moments.
 The remainder of the race was un-
eventful.
 Two racers accidentally passed on 
the wrong side of the "X" buoy and were 
scored NSC. One boat retired after real-
izing she had sailed the wrong course.
 The next Island Days is scheduled 
for Sunday, February 12. Standings 
and sign-up information are available 
at www.jibeset.net. 

— richard r.

Another Stormy Saturday
 Storm-avoidance cancellations re-
turned on the second Saturday in Janu-
ary. Regarding the RegattaPRO Winter 
One Design races scheduled on January 
14, fill-in PRO Forrest Gay advised on 
Friday the 13th: "I've been watching the 
forecasts all week and it's pretty similar 
to last month, unfortunately, now that 
they have solidified today. I just had a 
chat with Jeff Zarwell, and we decided 
that for the safety and comfort of all (and 
based on last month's six boats showing 
up), we will not race tomorrow. 
 "Postponed races will be attempted 
on a future scheduled day of the series, 
and/or on a new date in February or 
March, as yet to be determined."

— latitude / chris

Berkeley's Saturday and Sunday
 If y'all hadn't noticed, it's been an 
exceptionally rainy winter. Saturday, 
January 14, brought us an atmospheric 
river and gale warning with a sprinkle of 
lightning on top. As a result, Berkeley YC 
canceled Saturday's Midwinter race. 
 Sunday, on the other hand, looked 
pretty good and turned out pretty good 
— right up until it was less good. The 
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Richmond YC midwinters on Sunday, January 8. Clockwise from top left: Mira Agarwal's 420 raced 
on the Keller Cove course; Wylie Wabbits raced on the Southampton course; yes, this Montgomery 
15 was racing, with Tyler Backman at the helm; Emilio Castelli's Laser beats up to Ultimate 20s 
and Wylie Wabbits flying spinnakers on a run. See www.richmondyc.org for info and standings.
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weather at race time was a steady 7-9 
knots out of the SSW with clouds and 
rain looming to the west. Twenty-nine 
boats showed up filled with sailors hung 
over from 49ers victory parties. The 20 
registered boats that did not show up 
were assumed to be Seahawks fans. I 
don't blame them. 
 The two-lap 8-mile round-the-buoys 
race started on time with very little fuss, 
the only exception being that a few of 
the Wylie Wabbits were over the wine, 
but they came back and made nice. 
As the race progressed, the committee 
crew watched the city of San Francisco 
completely disappear when the storm 
headed our way. The rain came. It was 
cold. It was wet. Just about then, the 
winds went from 9 mph to 18 mph with 
about a 20° shift south. The racers kept 
racing. Foulies were donned, and warm, 
boozy drinks were served. 
 As the racers began to cross the finish 
line, the Etchells Chomp! skippered by 
David Janinis took first place in the Hold 
on to Your Ass Division. In the That's 
a Nice Little Cruiser You Have There 
Division, Randall Rasicott's Express 
27 Tequila Mockingbird crossed the line 
first. In the How Much Did That Cost 
Again Alerion 28 Division, Fred Paxton 
and Arnie Quan co-skippered Zenaida 
for first place, and they're still friends. 
In the Four Knots on a Sunday Division, 
Donn Guay's Newport 30 Zeehond won 
the day. 
 The Doublehanders, which included 
the slippery Wabbits, started finish-
ing. Michele Sumpton and Erik Menzel 
on Bad Hare Day took first. Jonathan 
Gutoff, skippering the Laser 28 Stink 
Eye, captured first in the Singlehanded 
Division. See www.jibeset.net for more.

— mark bird
 

YRA Doublehanded Midwinters
 Nineteen of the 48 entered boats came 
to the YRA Doublehanded Midwinters 
on Sunday, January 15. Because New 
Year's Day was on a Sunday, this was in 
unfortunate conflict with Berkeley YC's 
Sunday Midwinters, which also boasts 
significant shorthanded turnout. 
 Several boats had trouble starting in 
the 15-minute window specified in SI 
7.6. One boat checked in, realized they 
would not make the SI 7.6 cutoff, and left 
without telling the race committee. This 
caused consternation on the RC deck 
at Golden Gate YC until that skipper's 
phone number could be found. Please 
do not leave the course after checking 
in unless you finish or let the RC know 
you are retiring!
 The predicted ebb never appeared, 
and there was flood across the start-

down-current from the line. If you're six 
boatlengths up-current of the line, how 
quickly will you get there when you turn 
down? What if you were six boatlengths 
downcurrent?

how long it will be until your start, minus 
the time you think it will take to get six 
boatlengths to the starting line in the 
prevailing wind and current. Try to be 
about six boatlengths from the line at 
that time. When in doubt, reach back 
and forth near that six-boatlengths-out 
location until it's time.

-
ally hard to get there, but just slowing 
the boat down will help keep you from 
going over early. So keep closer to the 
line than normal. Maybe even hang out 
in the barging zone outside and up-
current of the line, so you can swoop in 
at the start. That might force you into 
a second-row start if someone is right 
at the line close-hauled and shuts the 
door on you, but a second-row start, or 
even a third-row start, is far better than 
struggling to get to the start line well 
after your start time.

be really easy to get to the line — and 
swept over it early. Which is doubly hard 
to recover from: Not only do you need to 
get back up-current, your competitors 
are probably right there and you need to 
keep out of their way under RRS 21.1. 
So keep farther away from the line than 
normal.

— avoid it! If you were a savvy swimmer 
you wouldn't fight a riptide current by 
swimming against it, you'd swim across 
the current to get out of it. You can 
usually get out of the worst current by 
getting close to shore, because current 
is usually moving fastest in the middle. 
For example, there might be a knot or a 
knot and a half at Golden Gate YC's X 

finish line all day. Wind 
varied, but was mostly 
in the 6- to 10-knot 
range. 
 Boats were given 
courses 13 and 8, a 
Bay tour from GGYC to 
Blackaller Buoy, Hard-
ing Rock or Alcaraz, 
Blossom Rock and fin-
ish.
 Most finished in less 
than two hours and 
were done before the 
rain came in.

— richard r.

Racing Tips for S.F. Bay Currents
 Midwinter racing on San Francisco 
Bay is a good chance to learn about the 
currents. They're full-strength while the 
boat speeds are down because the winds 
are lighter. This makes currents a big-
ger part of the midwinter racing strategy 
game. Which is great, because the same 
lessons pay off in the summer, too.
 Some suggestions for success:

you go. Even if the prediction is wrong, 
for example because of a lot of rain or 
snowmelt increasing the ebb, it will get 
you thinking about what will happen.

near some of the buoys and look for a 
wake. If you're motoring, you might even 
try to put yourself 30 feet away from the 
buoy, downcurrent, and try to hold that 
exact relative position with it. If you do, 
your boatspeed indicator will tell you the 
current speed, and your compass head-
ing will tell you the current direction. 
That's what the current is actually doing. 

with the predictions? If yes, the predic-
tion is more likely to be good elsewhere 
on the Bay, or at later times today. If 
no, maybe the prediction won't be good 
elsewhere/later, either. A fancy predic-
tion chart that is wrong is worse than 
no chart. Don't be seduced by a pretty 
picture if the Bay is doing something 
different.

for current at the starting marks. That's 
the first current you'll have to sail in, so 
it's important to know where the water 
will move you. Which way, and how fast, 
is current moving at the right-hand end 
of the line? Which way, and how fast, 
is it moving at the left-hand end of the 
line? Which end of the line will be easier 
to cross?

half a dozen boatlengths up-current and 
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Island Days on the Estuary on Sunday, January 8: Ghaida Zahran's 
Harbor 25 'Sashay Aweigh' and Alan Hebert's 24-ft Piper One Design 
'Alpha', a David Boyd design.
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buoy and only half a knot close to shore, 
so if current is hindering you, get close 
to shore.

current gets going it has the most mo-
mentum in the middle, where a large 
volume of water is moving fast. The fl ip 
side of that is that along shore, where 
there is less water moving less quickly, 
there's less momentum to reverse when 
the tide changes. So the general rule is 
the shore changes fi rst. If you are racing 
when the tide changes, you can often 
fi nd current going one way close to shore 
while it's going the other way out in the 
middle. If you have a choice, put your 
boat where the current will help you.

shore, or take advantage of favorable 
current along shore, it's vital to know 
how close you can get to shore without 
risking going aground. At best, going 
aground is really slow. Going aground 
can also have much worse consequenc-
es. So look at your charts, pay attention 
to the tide level, and watch your depth-
sounder. It's better to be cautious than 

greedy.

or your competitors, get away from shore 
if you (or they) are getting nervous. If 
you think you'll need to hail to get clear, 
do so early enough that they have time 
to respond, or pass on a hail to outside 
boats. If someone hails you, respond and 
either tack as soon as possible or answer 
immediately and let them through. If 
you think someone hailed with plenty 
of depth and distance to shore, respond 
and let them through anyway, then pro-
test. No one should go aground because 
of problems with RRS 19 or 20.

the racers on the Bay have been sailing 
here for decades and know a thing or two 
about where to be. They'll give you a free 
lesson every race if you just watch them.

— anonymous

Malibu Race Features Big Swells 
 On Saturday, January 7, Del Rey YC 
ran their annual (except for 2021) Malibu 
and Return regatta on Santa Monica 
Bay. It's the fi rst race of the William 
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Berger/William Stein Series and the fi rst 
race of the new year. It regularly draws 
a lot of boats: Some years saw well over 
100 entries.
 This year, 70 boats entered and 62 
started despite SoCal being ravaged by 
heavy rain off and on since mid-Decem-
ber and a major thunderstorm hitting the 
region all day on the Thursday before the 
race.
 Record surf was forecast, and only 
materialized north of Malibu, but the 
storm left some nasty swells, most ex-
ceeding 6 feet. 
 The race traditionally has had light 
air, and 2023 was no exception. The 
start was postponed 15 minutes to wait 
for the wind machine, and the PHRF 
courses were shortened to 17 miles. A 
mark was set off Big Rock in Malibu for 
the PHRF fl eets; the Cruising fl eets sailed 
the normal 13-mile course to Topanga 
and back.
 Of the 62 starters, all but four fi n-
ished, and all were in by 5:05 p.m.
 In PHRF AA, Dave Moore and his San-
ta Cruz 52+ Westerly pulled a horizon job 
on the remainder of the fl eet, fi nishing 14 
minutes ahead of Jeff Janov's Melges 32 

WHATEVER  
 IT TAKES.

Already dreaming about a cruising adventure or big race for 
this season? Contact a representative or stop by your local loft 
for assistance with service and new sails. We’re here to do 
whatever it takes to get you on the water and keep you sailing.

SAN DIEGO
2832 Cañon St, San Diego
619.226.2422
sandiego@quantumsails.com

SAN FRANCISCO
1230 Brickyard Cove Rd, #200,  
Pt. Richmond
510.234.4334
pacific@quantumsails.com

LONG BEACH
5122 Bolsa Ave #110,  
Huntington Beach
562.799.7444
nwheatley@quantumsails.com

BEACON MARINE
3695 Harbor Blvd, Ste 305,  
Ventura
805.232.1513
splomteaux@quantumsails.com
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The Baby Screams. Westerly sailed the 
course in 3 hours, 12.5 minutes to claim 
line honors.
 In PHRF A, 82-year-old longtime 
Marina del Rey racer Brack Duker got a 
bullet skippering his new J/111 Revo.
 Other class winners were Jim and 
Scott Barber's J/109 Faleena in PHRF 
B, William Wells on the Santana 30/30 
Wahzoo in PHRF C, Yehuda Elmakias 
on the Jeanneau 490 Zuzu in Cruising 
A, and usual suspect Rascal, a Hunter 

Legend 37, in Cruising B, driven by 
Monica Chaban. For complete results, 
see www.dryc.org/racing.

— andy kopetzky

Race Notes
 The contretemps in the J/105 fl eet 
has continued from the initial confl ict 
during September's Rolex Big Boat 
Series. As we reported in November's 
Racing Sheet, Tim Russell's Ne*Ne was 
disqualifi ed from the RBBS for a prank 

involving competitor Maverick's 
lifelines on the evening of Saturday, 
September 17. Ne*Ne had placed 
third in the regatta in the 29-boat 
J/105 fl eet.
 Following the disqualifi cation, 
the protest committee assembled 
by St. Francis YC referred their 
decision to US Sailing and the 
J/105 Class Association for further 
action. The J/105 Class executive 
committee met on January 9 and 
voted to suspend Tim's member-
ship in the class for 2023.
 The fi rst stops on US Sailing's 

Open Sailing Series wrapped January 
16 in Fort Lauderdale and Miami, FL. 
Ian Barrows and Hans Henken (Coro-
nado, CA) won the 49er class with Nevin 
Snow (San Diego) and Mac Agnese in 
second. Paris Henken (Coronado) and 
Anna Tunnicliffe Tobias in the 49erFX 
fi nished ahead of second-place Ian and 
Noah Nyenhuis (San Diego). Foiling kite-
boarder Daniela Moroz (San Francisco) 
took fi rst place in a mostly international 
fl eet.

— chris / latitude

The start of PHRF B in DRYC's Malibu Race on January 7.
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ENJOY MARINA EL CID at just $.30/ft./day

www.elcidmarinas.com
011-52 (669) 916-3468
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Th e Cruiser's Home in Mex ico

Complete, modern amenities
in the heart of Mexico's lush

tropical coastline.

Mex ico Winter Savings

Your Home in the Sea of Cortez
www.marinadelapaz.com



Latitude 38

DeWitt Art Gallery & Framing  (510) 236-1401  pam@jimdewitt.com
Online Stores: www.jimdewitt.com  www.DeWittAmericasCupArt.com

Jimmy DeWitt Day 
 Wednesday Yachting Luncheon, 

February 8, Noon, St Francis Yacht Club

8-Bells Celebration 
of a Life Well Sailed & Painted 

 

Bring your boats, fl owers, DeWitt objects 
and especially your stories to share. 

The WYL will be followed by a 2 p.m. parade 
of boats approaching from the east, for a 

starboard rounding of the “B” and northward
 – as guests drop fl owers. 

The Gianola Family has been designing and 
fabricating custom canvas and interiors since
1969. Gianola Canvas Products offers you the best 
in quality, more choices, and personal service.

1301 Rand St., Ste. C
Petaluma, CA 94954
(415) 332-3339
www.gianolacanvas.com
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MAKELA BOATWORKS
Family owned since 1948

(707) 964-3963

Capt. Rick Whiting, AMS
Capt. Andy Schwenk, SA 

www.starboardmarine.com
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 Sonrisa — Valiant 40
 Leslie and Andrew Godfrey
 A Milky Sea
 Las Vegas
 Suddenly, down is up and up is down. 
The usual bluebird color of the sky is 
no longer above the horizon, but below. 

I turn a full 
circle in the 
cockpit of Son-
risa, scanning 
the horizon to 
the west, then 
north, east, 
and south. I 
find no end to 
the soft blue 
light emanat-
ing from below. 
I blink, rub 
my eyes, and 
squint at the 
horizon where 

the sun used to be only a few moments ago.
 No, we haven't capsized. 
 Sonrisa's sails are still filled with 17 
knots of sustained, beam-on breeze. I 
grasp the binnacle and focus my eyes 
on the GPS screen, which shows us sail-
ing along at 7 knots over 15,000 feet of 
ocean depth. It was the start of my night 
watch on day four of our 1,000-nautical-
mile passage across a jot of Indian Ocean 
between Mahé, Seychelles, to Zanzibar, 
Tanzania.
 "Andrew, wake up!"
 I wouldn't normally wake my captain 
during his off-watch sleep, but we have 

a few standing rules on this topic. We 
must wake each other if: 1) the watchper-
son has any need to go forward; 2) the 
watchperson can see a squall coming and 
foresee being overpowered before he/she 
can shorten sail; 3) there are ship lights 
on the horizon not appearing on AIS; or 4) 
something weird starts going on. 
 The sea glowing from horizon to hori-
zon qualified as "something weird." 
 But, was it actually glowing?
 We had enjoyed a steady wind on our 
port beam at 20-25 knots for the past 
few days. We'd set a triple-reefed main, 
then adjusted our roller-furling headsail 
to accommodate stronger or lighter con-
ditions. But with the strange, swirling 
currents of the Indian Ocean, we were 
experiencing 3- to 4-meter waves from 
the southeast, mingled with 2- to 3-me-
ter waves from the south around eight 
seconds apart. I commonly refer to this 
sea state as "Mr. Toad's wild ride." Maybe 
my brain had been sloshed around long 
enough that I was beginning to see things?
 Sailors are known to hallucinate from 
time to time while at sea. I've heard bark-
ing dogs hundreds of miles offshore. One 
cruising friend described a watch during 
which she found a live-action, miniature 
version of her very own captain inside the 
navigation desk. Even Andrew will swear 
he once witnessed me cavorting atop our 
solar panels mid-ocean in the Arafura 
Sea. Maybe it's the occasional side effect 
of seasickness meds, lack of consistent 
sleep, or the unique sensory experience 
a passage at sea offers, but it happens. I 
wondered if I might be slipping into some 
such experience myself. 
 "Andrew! Wake up!" I insist, and this 
time I see him stir from behind the lee 
cloth. He climbs the stairs and pokes his 
head out. "What the… heck?" he says — 
and I am vindicated. "Wow, that is crazy!" 
Latching his own harness and tether, he 
joins me in the cockpit.
 It's a moonless night, and the sky of-
fers a cloak of black save for pinpricks of 
starlight, a streak of Milky Way along the 
southern horizon, and Venus just start-
ing to rise. Nonetheless, Sonrisa's fore-
deck and her wind-filled sails are lit from 
the bottom up with a soft, blue light. 
 "A phosphorescence bloom?" Andrew 
proposes. We both look behind to see the 
usual green sparks lighting up on the 
crest of waves roiling in the boat's slip-
stream. But beneath the sparks of green, 

there is a blue light dispersed as far into 
the depths as we can see. "It might be 
phosphorescence, but certainly different 
from the usual kind."
 "Maybe it's one of those enormous 
deep-sea gremlins with the fearsome 
teeth and the lightbulb hanging from its 
forehead," I suggest.
 "Radiation plume?" Andrew counters.
 We make a few more guesses, then An-
drew retires to bed. I'm left alone to keep 
watch over Sonrisa and guide her through 
this unusual specter. I sit perched on the 
cockpit coaming, looking out at the globe 
of stars and white foam curling across the 
incandescent ocean. I wonder how long it 
will last. Will it gradually fade? Or, will 
we sail out to see a line where the ocean 

With reports this month from Sonrisa's rare encounter with a milky sea; Geja 
heading to new cruising grounds after 14 years in Croatia; the sixth installment 
of Taliesin Rose's guide to off-the-beaten-track post-Ha-Ha destinations — and 
a footlocker full of Cruise Notes. 
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Andrew and Leslie are in the 
seventh year of a five-year 
circumnavigation. (That's not 
a typo.)

One possible explanation for the glow from below. 



turns from light to darkness as if a switch 
turned off?
 I never did find out. The ocean contin-
ued to glow through Andrew's watch, but 
when the sun rose, we could no longer see 
anything unusual, and upon nightfall of
day five, everything was back to normal. 
 The last few days of the passage were 
champagne sailing at its best. The waves 
died down, we were acclimated to the 
motion, and the sunsets glowed red as 
we neared the woodsmoke of land. After 
seven days total, we sailed into the port 
of Zanzibar, alive with dhows, Tanzania's 
ancient sail-powered cargo ships. 
 We enjoyed the approaching skyline 
of Stone Town, built ages ago by Arab 
traders. The tingling anticipation of ex-
ploration ignited every nerve in our bod-
ies, producing that new-landfall high to 
which we've become addicted. 
 Not long after our arrival, another 
sailor connected me with Steven Miller, 
a scientist studying the phenomenon of 

milky seas. He confirmed it is a rare event 
that scientists have only recently started 
to explore. Previously, the only evidence 
of the phenomenon has come from sea-
farers who witnessed it: There are 235 ac-
counts contained in the Marine Observer 
between 1915 and 1993, and even older 
accounts by the likes of Herman Melville, 
Jules Verne, and Charles Darwin.
 When Miller found a more recent ac-
count (in 1995) by a British merchant 
ship that spent more than six hours sail-
ing in a milky sea "so bright you could 
read a book by its light," he got the idea of 
searching satellite images that might have 
recorded the light from space. Indeed, he 
and his colleagues were able to locate the
event as a faint light source in the imagery. 
 Since then, a new generation of satel-
lite technology has advanced the capa-
bilities, and by 2021 Miller and team had 
catalogued nearly a dozen more episodes, 
including a truly massive case offshore of 
Java in 2019, which also yielded the first 
known surface photos of the phenomenon,
taken by crew members of a private yacht. 
 But even now, not all milky seas can 

IN LATITUDES

be seen from space. NASA and NOAA are 
cooperating to improve the sensitivity of 
the technology available. Scientists, in-
cluding Miller, hope to one day detect a 
milky sea as it is happening, and some-
day even send researchers with the right 
equipment to study, photograph, and 
sample the water of one in progress. 
 Until then, Andrew and I add one more 
seafarer's account to the story trove.

— Leslie 11/21/22
(www.oddgodfrey.com)  

 Geja — 1976 Islander 36
 Andrew Vik
 Bye Bye, Croatia
 San Francisco
 Has it really been 14 years since I 
bought Geja, then based in Italy, through 
the pages of Latitude 38? At the end of 
that first epic summer, I ended up near 
Split, Croatia, which has been Geja's 
home base ever since. Well, until now.
 As I'd done every year since 2008, I 
boarded a flight from SFO last summer 
for my annual six-week Mediterranean 
cruise, this time a one-way journey out 
of the friendly confines of Croatia's Dal-
matian Coast. I'd made plenty of friends 
and acquaintances there over the years, 
and the goodbyes were tough. Even the 
normally tight-lipped head honcho of 
Marina Trogir said, "You know, Andrew, 
Croatia has the best cruising." I knew he 
was right, but my quest to discover new 
territory prevailed.
 This year's voyage brought me south 
along the Dalmatian Coast, and no fare-
well tour would be complete without a 
stop in Hvar, where everyone from back-
packers to billionaires goes to party. Hula 
Hula Bar's daily after-beach parties are 
legendary, and the hardcore among us 
can experience an epic 12-hour party ses-
sion by closing down Carpe Diem Beach 
nightclub at 5:00 the next morning.

Latitude 38 
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Above: 'Sonrisa' underway on a sunny day. Left: 
One of many visits from dolphins. Above left: 
The dhows of Zanzibar on the way to work. 
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A colorized satellite photo of a 'milky sea' event 
in the Java Sea in 2019. 
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stressful situation. I then called a local
acquaintance, a Montenegrin girl who 
lives part-time in San Francisco, and she 
calmly said to relax and that she would 
handle it. I doubted that she, a landlub-
ber, fully understood the situation. But 
when I met her the next morning as she 
directed, it had all been sorted out.
 With a valid crew list in hand, I sailed 
away from the Porto Montenegro customs 
dock as quickly as I could, venturing far-
ther into what looks like a flooded Yosem-
ite Valley, the bay of Kotor. The UNESCO 
town of the same name has a convenient 
pontoon just outside its walls, and there I 
moored Geja for two nights while my crew 
and I explored Kotor's labyrinth of cat-
infested alleys, often gazing up in awe at 
the adjacent 5,000-foot cliffs.
 With the marina at Porto Montenegro 
now well established as a megayacht ha-
ven, several more luxury marinas have 
popped up in this rather small country. 
One of them is Portonovi, just two years 
old. It is the spiffiest marina I've ever visit-
ed, surrounded by a tastefully outlandish 
development that includes a very exclu-
sive One and Only Resort. Sure, it's too 
much "Disneyland" in this otherwise poor 
country, but wait until you see the ma-
rina bathroom facilities! All of this fanci-
ness costs just 65 euros a night, a bit less 
than your average Croatian marina.
 Just a few miles northwest of Porto-
novi is another new marina called Lazure. 
Its scale is certainly smaller than Porto-
novi's, but Lazure's spiffiness and prices 
are the same. Neither marina was more 
than half full, despite it being well into 
the early-August high season. A little way 
farther down the coast is yet another new 
development at Lustica Bay, where the fa-
cilities are presumably on par. With all of 
this new yachting capacity, Montenegro is 
growing as a winter home for foreign Med-
iterranean sailors, as it is in neither the 
E.U. nor the Schengen Zone. But most 
full-time cruisers probably prefer the 
shorter, warmer winters farther south.
 Budva, Montenegro, was my last stop 
in the Balkans, and what a party place 
it is! Or used to be. Being an Orthodox 
nation (Croatia is Catholic), its riviera at-
tracts summer beachgoers from Serbia, 
Russia, and Ukraine. But with the war 
going on up north, there were few young 
people from the latter two. Still, the su-
permodel parade was impressive, and 10 
friends converged there to help me cel-
ebrate a big birthday weekend.
 If friends hadn't already booked 
flights into and out of various Italian air-
ports in the upcoming weeks, I might've 
just sailed right back up to Split. But 
the voyage continued as planned with 

 After three nights in Hvar, it was time 
for some detox, and the islands of Korcu-
la, Lastovo, and Mljet provided just that. 
Pomena on Mljet has a great setup where 
numerous restaurants offer free over-
night Med-moor berthing if you dine with 

them. I chose 
Konoba Ana, and
in the morn-
ing there was 
even time to rent 
bikes and check 
out the nearby 
saltwater lakes 
at the national 
park, something 
I hadn't man-
aged to do all
of these years. 
 Farthest south 
in Croatia is Du-
brovnik, a stun-
ning seaside old 

town like no other. By this point, two 
groups of friends had joined me, but there 
I set aside a few days of solo time. There 
are two marinas, but neither is near the 
old town. In calm weather, one can an-
chor just outside the old medieval port on 
the east end of town, and in this anchor-
age one day, a guy from L.A. swam along-
side to say hi. From the beach he'd recog-
nized the boat from my previous articles 
in Latitude 38 and decided to swim out for 
a closer look.
 With new crew on board, and pos-
sibly a hangover thanks to Dubrovnik's 
"retox'"opportunities, I sailed across the 
border into Montenegro. For check-in, the 
customs dock at swanky Porto Montene-
gro in Tivat is very handy, until it isn't. 
My USCG six-pack license had recently 
expired, and the new one hadn't arrived 
back home in San Francisco in time for 
my departure a month earlier. A friend 
sent a photo of the new one, but neither 
that nor my ASA instructor's license was 
enough to satisfy the harbormaster. 
 Luckily, they were willing to put entry 
stamps into our passports so we could 
roam ashore, but the boat could not leave 
the customs dock without a licensed 
skipper. For 48 hours, Geja remained, 
along with a couple of other scofflaws 
that had one or another paperwork is-
sue, under fear of being expelled from the 
country and fined for entering without a 
license. At least we were in a very fancy 
marina with access to the Regent Hotel's 
fancy rooftop pool. And at the end of the 
customs dock is the permanent home of 
the 350-foot sailing yacht Black Pearl, an 
impressive sight.
 While my crew lounged at the pool, 
I kept busy trying to resolve this most 

a rowdy overnight sail to Otranto, Italy.
It was a 15- to 25-knot broad reach, 
Geja's ground speed often exceed-
ing 10 knots surfing the steep swell. 
 The anchorage in Otranto was pret-
ty lumpy, and despite references in the 
handy Navily app, we couldn't easily fig-
ure out how to inquire about a berth. But 
thanks to Navily's chat function, we were 
able to message a powerboat on the quay 
for help, and were soon waved in to join 
him there. AC power was included with 
the slip, but with reverse polarity. Wel-
come to Italy.
 Like Otranto, Santa Maria di Leuca is 
another default stop for sailboats entering 
or exiting the Adriatic. It's just under the 
tip of Italy's heel, with a small marina and 
a long commercial seawall. We side-tied

So far, says Andrew, Italy 
is no Croatia. But it has 
a few charms of its own.
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(for free, a welcome perk in Italy) to the 
latter not far from a number of derelict 
sailboats previously used to smuggle mi-
grants from Turkey. These late-model ex-
charter boats are now just left to rot, sails 
flapping and hulls bouncing unprotected 
against the concrete quay.
 A detour brought Geja up into the Gulf 
of Taranto to the town of Gallipoli for the 
Italian Ferragosto holiday around August 
15. It is a hectic place where both the pe-
destrian and vehicular traffic will drive 
you nuts. But the old town is a gem.
 Most of the sole of Italy is a coast of 
transit requiring an overnighter or two, 

but one amazing gem we discovered was 
Le Castella. The island castle just in front 
of the village is incredible, as was the 
town's open-air nightclub.
 The summer was hotter than usual, 
and the sea temperature, never below 
85°F in August, fed an active and early 
season of thunderstorm activity. While in 
Le Castella, a 100-knot squall destroyed 
dozens of yachts on Corsica just a few 
hundred miles away. With few ports of 
refuge in this part of Italy, we timed our 
southwestward movement carefully, eyes 
peeled to the Windy app and its myriad 
forecasts and live weather feeds.

Latitude 38 

 With careful planning, we reached 
the island of Sicily unscathed, and man-
aged some decent sailing along the way. 
We first visited Taormina, taking an ex-
pensive mooring buoy belonging to the 
"Yacht Hotel" run by a Maltese guy named 
George. The 60-euro charge includes con-
cierge services and even the possibility of 
breakfast delivered to the boat. Next time 
I'll anchor, but it was worth it to quickly 
get the lay of the land in a new place. We 
weren't decadent enough to try the break-
fast service.
 On a hill overlooking the bay, Taormina 
is quite spectacular. Regular bus service 
takes you up the hill, but only if you've 
got the right kind of COVID mask (FFP2, 
apparently). If you stay past midnight at a 
bar like Morgana or Daiquiri, don't expect 
to easily find a ride back down the hill, as 
taxis are sparse in Italy.
 A stone's throw south of Taormina is 
Riposto, Geja's new winter home. It's the 
only proper marina on the east coast of 
Sicily and sits at the foot of Mount Etna, 
one of the world's most active volcanoes. 
If she blows, as she does most years, the 
prevailing winds bring ash and other vol-
canic debris raining down on the town 
and port. But the marina is very friend-
ly and the town is convenient by Italian 
standards. Too bad it's paved with black 
lava rock for a depressingly dark ambi-
ence. One fun fact, though, is that Ripos-
to sits at the exact same latitude as San
Francisco. 
 All in all I covered 700 miles, 44% un-
der sail alone, overnighting in 25 different 
places.
 So far my cruising experience in south-
ern Italy and Sicily has been far inferior 
to that of Croatia. How could I leave be-
hind the countless islands, the trees, the 
(slightly) cooler weather, the absence of 
crime, the magical car-free harbor towns, 
a sea free of jellyfish, the taxis, the toi-
let seats, the all-weather anchorages, the 
daily swims, and more? Not to say that 
Sicily isn't fantastic, but it's much better 
explored by car.
 At least I'm well situated to see some 
amazing new stuff in 2023, such as Mal-
ta, Tunisia, and the Aeolian Islands. I'll 
report back!

— Andrew 12/27/22

 Taliesin Rose — Bavaria 46E
 Fennell Family
 The Route Less Traveled
 (Part 6 — Panama)
 Port Townsend
 We said goodbye to friends who had 
become family and a place that felt like 
home in the sweet gulf with promises to 
return. We had been traveling with our 

Above left: 'Geja' at picturesque Kotor. Top: Dubrovnik's Bokar Fortress has appeared in 'Game 
of Thrones'. Top right: Sharing dock space with 'Black Pearl' in Montenegro. Center right: Colorful 
umbrellas decorate the downtown piazza in Catania, Sicily. Bottom right: Ex-charter yachts used to 
smuggle migrants from Turkey lie neglected along the quay at Santa Maria de Leuca.

AL
L 

PH
O

TO
S 

G
EJ

A



CHANGES 

Latitude 38 

frangipani flowers and delighted in when 
they would fall, gently spinning onto the 
surface of the water in the anchorage. At 
Isla Brincancon we sheltered from the 
swell and enjoyed some hammock time 
in the U-shaped bay, surrounded by tall, 
tree-covered rock walls that offered excel-
lent protection from the wind.
 On the mainland, there is an incred-
ible natural harbor called Bahia Honda. 
Surrounded by tall mountains covered 
with thick jungle, the bay is only acces-
sible by boat. When the Spanish coloniz-
ers forcibly claimed land in the 1500s, 
many Indigenous communities fled to 
the mountains, jungles and islands of 
Panama. Bahia Honda is one of those 
undisturbed places where generations of 
Indigenous people have been living in rel-
ative peace. The population of the areas 
surrounding the bay is just over 1,000. 
One of these locals is a welcoming and 
friendly man named Domingo who has a 
homestead on the protected shores of the 
Bahia. He came to the boats in his canoe 
and graciously allowed us to anchor in 
front of his home. He offered the beauti-
ful tropical fruit his family had grown for 
sale, which was a welcome addition to our 

buddies Pati and Eric (who were more like 
family) on Shearwater since El Salvador, 
and together we continued southeast. 

piles, each with a clump of lush green 
jungle atop, each with a white sand beach 
lined with coco palms, it's easy to imagine 
some omniscient being placing each one 
carefully for the sole purpose of creating 
something beautiful to behold. Even more 
astounding to realize that it all occurs by 
a series of happy accidents, without a 
thought to the human gaze, just existing 
in tropical splendor.
 The waters around Partida are littered 
with submerged rocks and small islands, 
so navigation into the anchorage was a 
nail-biter. We were rewarded for the effort 
with a gorgeous view in each direction. 
 The nearby Islas Secas are equally 
beautiful and contain a national park. 
We explored the white sand beach sur-
rounded by clear aquamarine water. We 
all delighted in the shell game a cluster of 
hermit crabs were participating in, where 
they each level up into a bigger shell in 
order of size, biggest to smallest. The girls 
practiced making a beach bonfire with 
Eric. And we aimlessly walked along the 
beach under the steaming trees, dripping 
with rain drops from the earlier squall and 
draped in vines and bromeliads. In every 
direction we could see the white of the 
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 The passage to Panama was pleasant 
as we buttonhooked around Punta Banco 
toward Puerto Armuelles. At the time that 
we were transiting, the regulations on 
the books were being enforced and it was 
mandatory to check in at the first avail-
able port of entry, which was unfortunate 
because Armuelles is an unprotected 
open roadstead with terrible anchoring, 
and the southern swell season had al-
ready started. We had to wait overnight 
for our paperwork to be processed and 
it was the most uncomfortable night on 
the hook we experienced the entire three 
years cruising. 
 As soon as we were official, we headed 
for the relative calm of the open sea to 
let our nerves and stomachs settle, and 
ventured toward the picturesque islands 
off the northern coast of Panama.  
 We had been to islands all along the 
Pacific Coast — the rocky, evergreen-cov-
ered islands of the Salish Sea; the craggy 
California islands; the arid, cactus-cov-
ered islands of Mexico; the palm-tree-lit-
tered isletas of El Salvador; the ancient 
volcanoes of the Golfo de Fonseca; the 
vine-laden islands of Costa Rica. All so 
beautiful in their own right. But none of 
them quite prepared me for the breath-
taking beauty of the islands of Panama. 
 My personal belief system is based 
firmly in science and the astounding 
"magic" involved in the natural processes 
of the world. Gazing upon the Islas Parti-
das for the first time, the azure sea dotted 
with postcard-perfect, slate-colored rock 

The Fennell family (l to r), Vikki, Emmy, Lucy and 
Rowan, in front of a cafe made from one of Pan-
ama's crazy chicken buses. 



our passage was 
uneventful, except 
that our friends 
on Shearwater lost 
engine power. We 
had enough wind 
for sailing, but it 
was late in the day 
and they were un-
comfortably close 
to the lee shore of 
the Azuero Pen-
insula, with wind 
predicted to die as 

the night went on. We stayed safely near-
by, keeping Pati company on the radio as 
she steered the boat under sail while Eric 
was down below troubleshooting. With a 
great sigh of relief from all of us, Eric was 
able to get the engine running again and 
we had a calm rounding of the point and 
safe passage into Vista Mar Marina. 
 Vista Mar is a resting point for many 
cruisers. The marina is well appointed, 
with a cruisers' lounge, a cafe and res-
taurant, and a pool. It also has a dry yard 
for boats to summer over. A number of 
cruisers live aboard full time, and there 
were weekly cruiser potlucks. It's a quick 
taxi ride to the nearby town of Corona-
dos, which has great medical and dental 

offices, a number of 
grocery stores, res-
taurants, depart-
ment stores, and 
hardware stores. 
And it's easy to get 
buses that can take 
you wherever you 
need to go from the 
main stop in town. 
During the rainy 
season, this is 
where we kept the 
boat (parked right 
next to Shearwa-
ter) to hide from the 
lightning squalls 
that rolled through 
most evenings. In 
the mornings, the 
girls would wake 
up early and climb 

aboard Shearwater to sing songs with 
Eric while he played guitar and had his 
morning coffee. 
 We took a day trip on the bus to El 
Valle de Anton, which is a beautiful vil-
lage in the caldera of an ancient volcano 
that is now a lush tropical rainforest. The 
bus ride is an adventure in itself, and I 
think the bus driver was having a laugh 
at our expense as he careened like a race 
car driver down the winding road into the 
valley. We were rewarded with a vibrant 

IN LATITUDES

depleted fresh stores. Supplies are hard 
to come by in the Bahia, so Domingo's 
son Kennedy was happy to receive one of 
our fishing poles as a gift of appreciation 
for the hospitality. And we offered some 
of our canned goods to the family as well. 
The next day, Domingo took us upriver  
in his panga to the small community and 
local school, where we visited with the 
students and donated some school sup-
plies. Domingo was a jovial tour guide, 
wonderfully chatty, despite the fact that 
our Spanish was rudimentary, cracking 
jokes with a big grin the entire way home. 
 We stopped at the tranquil surf town 
of Santa Catalina. We delighted in a fancy 
coffee drink at Sugar Mamas café as we 
walked into the small town. We grabbed 
vegetables off the farmer's truck that was 
delivering to the hostels in town, and en-
joyed lunch and an oceanfront view at 
Hotel Vista Linda. We explored the tiny 
Isla Santa Catalina and the wreck of a 
cruising yacht repurposed as a canvas for 

colorful street art. 
 As we made our 
way around the Azu-
ero Peninsula we 
caught a beautiful 
tuna that I will re-
member forever. We 
had poke bowls and 
sushi for days, and 
plenty went into the 
freezer to share with 
friends. Playa Venao 
is a beautiful bay, and a good place to 
wait for favorable weather to round Punta 
Mala, as long as the southerly swell is at 
a minimum. It's a tranquil beach town 
that has been discovered by surfers who 
also happen to love festivals, so there are 
a number of cafes, restaurants and beach 
bars. On weekends, young folks from the 
city come to dance under the stars until 
the sun comes up. 
 Punta Mala is notorious for its confused 
seas and strong currents. Weatherwise, 

Latitude 38 

Clockwise from above: 'Taliesin Rose' crosses the bar in El Salvador; on a 
river tour of Bahia Honda with Patio and Eric; a wrecked yacht provides a 
"canvas" for local artists; birthday pancakes for Emmy's 7th; trading with 
Domingo; the tuna that provided several days' worth of meals and treats for 
family and friends. Right: Learning how to build a fire on the beach. 

PH
O

TO
S 

BI
LL

/C
RU

IS
ER

S 
RA

LL
Y 

TO
 E

L 
SA

LV
AD

O
R



CHANGES 

farmers' market, walking paths, a but-
terfl y museum, a hike through the jungle 
with hanging bridges and a swimming 
hole, and a hike to a waterfall and petro-
glyphs.

— Vikki 1/4/23
 The fi nal installment of Vikki's series on 
off-the-beaten-track, post-Ha-Ha destina-
tions will appear in the March issue.

Cruise Notes

conveyance is a sailboat. Every Changes 
in Latitudes from our first issue in 1977 
has chronicled bits and pieces of this phe-
nomenon, but few so eloquently as long-
time contributors Bruce Balan and Alene 
D. Rice of the Cross 46 trimaran Migra-
tion. As set down many times in these 
pages, they have been cruising the Pacific 
full time since 2005, with many stops in 
the South Seas, New Zealand, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Japan, Alaska and most of the 
US West Coast — more than 60,000 nau-
tical miles, all told.
 But as Bruce writes on their website 
(www.svMigration.com), nothing has im-
pacted their lives as much as their time in

Latitude 38 

The giant mantas of the Revillagigedos kept 
Bruce and Alene coming back for more. 
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Mexico's Islas Revillagigedos.
 How much? When they took off for 
French Polynesia in 2019, they got exact-
ly 17 miles before deciding to turn back 
for another season in Mexico, this time 
with a focus on the "Revillas." As Bruce 
explains, "We decided to let giant fish rule 
our lives."
 "The Revillagigedos are known for 
their resident population of giant oceanic 
manta rays — some are 18 feet wingtip to 
wingtip — who happen to be very social 
and seem to enjoy being around humans,"

writes Bruce. "During 
many of our dives at 
Islas San Benedicto 
and Socorro, mantas 
would remain with us, 
gliding by so close we 
could have reached 
out and touched 
them.
   "Because we decided 
to stay in Mexico — 
and then due to COV-
ID — our planned four 

months turned into 41 months. But the 
time we spent at the Islas Revillagigedos 
transformed our lives. No other place we 
have visited has affected our plans, focus, 
and level of happiness more than the Re-
villas. The islands captured us and forced 
us to change course — to become differ-
ent people."

Migration finally did make it to French 
Polynesia again. Bruce and Alene are cur-
rently in the Marquesas. They'll stay in 
French Polynesia until 2024 and then 
head west. 

to be away from their Oyster 485 Shindig
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for only a few months. However, due most-
ly to COVID, they only recently returned 
to the boat, stored in a cyclone pit at Vuda 
Marina in Fiji, after two and a half years. 
After what Rob calls a "grim readiness 
phase," they were off for four months of

exploration of the Fijian is-
lands. 
   "We were surprised and 
enchanted with the genu-
ine friendly culture, and the 
beautiful waters with lots of 

scuba and kiteboarding opportunities 
amidst extensive reefs," says Rob. 
 "As there are over 330 islands, and the 
government is being flexible on keeping 
Shindig there one more season, we plan 
to return again to Fiji for another season 
next May. Then head down to New Zea-
land in the fall."

-
ship," noted Morrie Schwartz in Mitch Al-
bom's book Tuesdays with Morrie.
 Vikki Fennel lives that thought. A doz-
en years ago, her love of travel, sailing and 
adventure found a kindred spirit in Jade 
Kim — they were introduced by a mutual 
sailing friend — and it wasn't long before 
the two of them became fast friends. They 
traveled together, both on land and sea, 
and became so close that Vikki consid-
ered Jade more like a sister than a friend. 
She was also honorary Auntie to Vikki's 
kids, Emmy and Lucy. When Vikki and 
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husband Rowan took off on their big 
cruise to Mexico and Central America 
aboard their (then) Tiburon-based Bavar-
ia 46E Taliesin 
Rose, Jade 
would fly in for 
visits — by that 
time carefully 
planned so that 
she was well 
enough to travel 
between treat-
ments for an 
aggressive can-
cer diagnosed in 
2012.
 "We lost Jade 
in 2022, a few 
months after 
her 50th birth-
day," says Vik-
ki.
 But she still "travels."
 "Her last wish was that her ashes be 
spread all over the world, so all of her 
friends have a vial of her dust that we 
take to all the beautiful places we go. So 
far, we've taken her to the sand bar in 
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Imagine thinking you'd be away from the boat for 
a few months  and not getting back for more 
than two years. Look for more of Rob and Nan-
cy's latest adventures in next month's 'Changes'.

Jade and Vikki: fellow trav-
elers through life — and a 
bit beyond.

Large, fenced, secure dry storage area

Professional boatyard in the heart of Paradise

B.P. 1111 Uturoa Raiatea 98 735 Polynésie Française
Tel: (689) 40 600-545 ~ Fax: (689) 40 600-546 ~ VHF 68 
Web site: http://www.raiateacarenage.com ~ email: raiateacarenage@mail.pf 
Facebook : Chantier Naval Raiatea Carenage

Raiatea Carenage will make sure 
paradise is everything you expected. 
Call, write, or sail in . . . we're here to serve you.

TAHITI CUSTOMS POLICY
Foreign Flag vessels can stay on dry storage

in our yard for up to 12 months out of 24.

HAULOUT 

Storage in adjustable steel cradles 

PAINTING 

MECHANICAL WORK 

REPAIRS 

SAIL LOFT 

STORE 

DO-IT-YOURSELFERS WELCOME!
BoatUS Cooperating Marina

Your Boatyard in the Heart of Paradise
Our Services|
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of the 2022 Ha-Ha fl eet on 
October 31. "The experience 
was simply amazing for ev-
eryone," says Ed. Highlights 
included a 20+ hour spin-
naker run, reaching speeds 
of 11-12 knots; catching lots 
of tuna and dorado ("At one 
point we had three yellowfi n 
tunas on our three lines… 

yikes!"); and enjoying amazing sunsets.
 "I have to say I'm super proud of Liz. 
She stood her fi rst-ever solo watches, 
handled all of the cooking, and even 
learned how to fi llet fi sh." 
 Voyager is currently in Puerto Vallarta. 
"We're looking forward to more adven-
tures as we continue to explore Mexico. 
Next is a trip south down to Zihuatanejo 
for Sailfest in February."  

Sailfest, the 20th edi-
tion of this fun and worthwhile event is 
happening February 21-27 this year. Lati-
tude 38 and a handful of cruising boats 
started this event back in 2002 with the 
aim of raising some money for a woman 
who taught Spanish to kids under a tree 
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Kaneohe Bay, the San Juan 
Islands, and the islands in 
the Sea of Cortez. We miss 
her a lot, but she's always 
with us."

just completed the Baja Ha-
Ha on Ed's Alameda-based 
Hylas 54, Voyager. A lifelong 
sailor, Ed purchased Voyag-
er in January 2022, in Seattle. Once Liz 
heard about the Ha-Ha, she was all in. 
With no sailing experience, she signed up 
for some classes and completed her basic 
keelboat courses last summer.
 After an extensive refi t at KKMI and 
Hansen Rigging, Voyager headed south. 
Ed sailed the boat to San Diego with a 
crew of friends: Bill Nork, Rick Leclair 
and Eddie Starr. Stops along the way in-
cluded Monterey Bay YC, Santa Barbara, 
and Catalina before they eventually land-
ed in San Diego on September 30.
 Liz and the rest of the Ha-Ha crew — 
a returning Eddie Starr along with Mike 
Plowman — arrived the last week of Oc-
tober, and Voyager set sail with the rest 

in town. It was such fun, and for such a 
good cause, that they did it again the next 
year. And the next. The event soon took 
on a life of its own, and to date has raised 
more than $1 million for scholarships, 
charities and repair work to schools 
around Z-Town, making it possible for 
more than 1,000 disadvantaged kids to 
attend school, period. All this and it's a 
heap of fun for both locals and cruisers. 
Festivities afl oat include a "Rally Round 
the Rock" and a Parade of Sail. Ashore, 
there are tons of food, drink and enter-
tainment. For more information: https://
porlosninos.com.
 If you're interested in even more pay-
ing-it-forward, consider the fi fth annual 
Barra de Navidad Cruise-In Week/Fi-
esta de Veleros, scheduled a bit earlier 
in the month: February 4-12. Modeled 
on the Zihua event, this shindig also fea-
tures lots of fun events for sailors and 
locals, and all money raised also goes to-
ward helping local schoolkids. For more, 
go to Facebook and type 'Cruise-In Week 
Barra' into the search function.

— latitude/jr
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Thanks to many fi sh caught, 
Ed, Liz and the 'Voyager' 
crew ate like kings (and 
queens) during the Ha-Ha. 

Explore the most energy-efficient 
and quiet watermakers at 

www.spectrawatermakers.com

Speak to a technical representative 
to find the right system for your 

needs at 415-526-2780

Freedom 
to Exploreto Explore
Freedom 
to Explore



NAVAL ARCHITECT & MARINE ENGINEER - MASTER IN SAIL
ACCREDITED MARINE SURVEYOR (SAMS accredited Oct. 2004)

EXPERT MARINE SURVEYOR Capt. ALAN HUGENOT

RIGGING ONLY  SMALL AD, SMALL PRICES
Standing and running rigging, life lines, furling gear, winches, line,  

windlasses, travelers, wire and terminals, blocks, vangs, and much more. 
~ Problem solving and discount mail order since 1984 ~

www.riggingonly.com 

DAVE’S DIVING SERVICE
Serving Southern Marin Since 1984

 Visit our website and sign up as Skipper or Crew  It’s Free 
Need Crew? A Boat to Crew on?Crew ListLatitude 38

DINGHIES, LIFERAFTS & 
ROWBOATS 

Hand-

crafted lightweight wood and epoxy 

dinghy. Low draft. Oars, sail, and dagger-

board included. No trailer. Currently dry 

stored in garage. $2,500. San Jose, CA.  

maywood623@gmail.com  

The 18-ft 10-in ‘Helen Mae’ is hand-

made with eight kinds of wood, fiber-

glass, epoxy, lots of varnish. Four-oz. 

tanbark sails, oars, outboard motor 

mount (motor not included) and cus-

tom trailer. $10,000. Sebastopol, CA.  

jerrykermode@gmail.com (707) 824-9893 

http://www.tinyurl.com/3vkdcfh2

Brand-
new. Epoxy/wood construction. Arch 
Davis design. Includes trailer, sail, cover 
& oars. $10,000 OBO. Carpinteria.  
carpdory@gmail.com (720) 250-8060 

24 FEET & UNDER  
SAILBOATS 

2010 open mono-
hull racing sailboat, excellent con-
dition. Designed by Finot and man-
ufactured by  Columbia. Trailer in-
cluded. $11,000 OBO. Sebastopol.  
lancerstone@gmail.com (510) 600-5993

Lyle 
Hess design, seaworthy rare sloop. 
LOA 23-ft, LWL 21-ft 10-in, beam 8-ft, 
draft 2-ft 8-in. Lapstrake hull, dual-
axle trailer, 8hp outboard recently over-
hauled. Lots of sails. Good headroom. 
Various improvements. Downsized to 
smaller boat. $6,000. Phoenix, AZ.  
 (602) 938-0711 

Hull #1109. Ex-
cellent shape. 2017 Triad trailer with 
spare tire. 2.3 Honda. (3) suits of North 
Sails. Cross-sheeting cam cleats. New 
companion cover. Harken boat cover. 
J/70 spinnaker launch bag. Welded 
aluminum mast bunk. J/70 Third Hands 
with Keepers. $39,960. Sandpoint, ID.  
rimar@turbonet.com (208) 290-6544 

Gaff-rigged sloop, strip plank 

Atlantic white cedar and steam bent 

oak frames. Bronze fastened. Built by 

internationally recognized violin builder, 

Scott Hershey. $15,000. San Diego.  

scarpy47@gmail.com (619) 694-7696 

Home built by my brother-in-law. Fin-

ished in 2001. All marine plywood on the 

exterior covered with fiberglass. We had 

it redone last year. Shoal draft boat with 

a cat ketch rig designed by Bruce Kirby. 

Sails are basically brand-new. Tohatsu 

motor has barely been used. Rebuilt 

carburetor two years ago and haven’t 

used it since. Trailer comes with it. Link for 

description. $12,500 OBO. Camas, WA.  

flylady21@icloud.com (503) 720-0096 

https://tinyurl.com/3z8c58as 

 THE PRINT DEADLINE IS ALWAYS THE 15TH AT 5 P.M.

Latitude 38’s Classy Classifieds  
is the place to buy or sell boats, 

marine gear, trailers, liferafts, boat 
partnerships, trades and more!  

Submit your ad online at 
www.latitude38.com/adverts

Your ad is live online immediately upon completion  
of payment. Ads automatically renew every  

30 days, you can cancel anytime. 

MAXPERSONAL ADS BUSINESS ADS

PERSONAL ADVERTISING ONLY
No business or promo ads except
Non-Profit, Job Op, Business Op

$70 FOR 40 WORDS 1-40 words ................ $40
41-80 words ............... $65
81-120 words (max) ... $90
Photo ........................ $30

ALL PROMOTIONAL ADVERTISING  

One boat per broker, per issue.
Logo or Graphic $30 Additional

Biz ads do not appear on website.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
C L A S S Y

Q U E S T I O N S ?  ( 4 1 5 )  3 8 3 - 8 2 0 0  O R  C L A S S @ L A T I T U D E 3 8 . C O M
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V E S S E L  M OV I N G
No ocean too big, no trip too small, no ship too large, no mast too tall.

Sail or power, we move them all! When you are ready give us a call.
Professional Service • cappytom@aol.com • (206) 390-1596

STEVE JONES MARINE SURVEYOR
www.stevesurveys.com

SAMS AMS

WATERCRAFT MOBILE MARINE PROS
Specializing in: Stem to Stern Mechanical and Electrical Repair 

and Installation for Most Marine Watercraft
 (510) 367-8537 D Watercraftmobile@gmail.com

        25 – 28 FEET SAILBOATS  

 
 Two mains — 

Doyle Dacron, one never used. Foil 
track headstay. #1 Pineapple carbon, 
#3 Pineapple carbon. Symmetrical 
spinnaker in great condition, and other 
sails. Six-hp Tohatsu recently serviced. 
Bottom job Micron 2019. New sail 
cover. Clean interior. Recently varnished 
deck teak and tiller. Garmin GPS, VHF/
stereo. CA registration up to date. Must 
sell. $10,000 OBO. San Francisco, CA. 
tlarocca@gmail.com (347) 406-4238  

  
 New 

standing rigging, bottom, topsides, and 
non-skid deck paint. Included equip-
ment: new — deck hardware, furlers, 
Anderson winches, Harken pulleys, 
sails, water tanks, bilge pumps, bat-
tery, electronics. Some interior work 
and fittings needing completion. Lots 
of extras included. Hard dinghy avail-
able if required. $17,000 neg. Sausalito. 
jaygrant11383@gmail.com 4154136707  
  

 This is a great 
Bay boat. New set of sails used in one 
regatta. Second owner. Original engine 
with parts engines. Needs some love 
from a new owner. $6,500 OBO. RYC. 
tim.logan63@gmail.com (510) 219-7550
  

  
 PHRF racer and 

comfortable cruiser. Interior and exte-
rior maintained in excellent condition by 
meticulous owner. Yanmar 1gm10 diesel 
with very low hrs. Garmin chartplotter, 
Raymarine VHF radio, emergency beacon 
and many other items. $10,000. Alameda. 
Jnovie@aol.com (415) 271-3441  
    

    29 – 31 FEET SAILBOATS  
 

 November 2020 
bottom and survey. 2000 new electrical 
system/control panel. 2013 installed Yan-
mar 2GM20F diesel motor. Two self-tailing 
winches. Was in Pittsburg till this past 
spring. Needs haulout again in November 
2023. $14,000. Marina Village, Alameda. 
f.j.marshall@sbcglobal.net (925) 260-
6429  
  

Bird Boat 1932 .  Alden-de-
signed #22. Many recent updates, includ-
ing major restoration 2001 and 2022. Call 
for details and pics. $20,000. Sausalito. 
pjpillsbury@icloud.com (415) 444-6180  
  
   

  
 Well main-

tained throughout its life. We purchased 
in 2019; since then it has had many 
upgrades including: swim platform, cut-
down transom rail, new bimini with solar 
panel, new anchor rode (30-ft chain, 200-
ft rode), furler, water lines, raw water pump 
to sink, prop, three house batteries 180 
Ah each, intake thru-hull, heat exchanger, 
alternator, mainsheet, main halyard and 
single-line reef run to cabin-top winch 
with new clutches, stainless mast base 
plate, mast wiring and all new LED light-
ing in mast, wind and depth instruments, 
black water system and rebuilt head. 
Has full winter cover. May be available 
with buoy. Call for additional information. 
$25,000 OBO. West Shore Lake Tahoe. 
ridgecowee@gmail.com (410) 714-0007
  

  
 ‘En-

core’ is a beauty. Recent out-of-water 
survey. Check out Wooden Boat issue 
12 for more build info. I would prefer that 
both boats go to the same buyer, but they 
have been apart before. By far the fastest 
boat I have ever sailed. Mylar main and 
jib, spare Mylar jib and a #3 Dacron jib. 2 
spinnakers. $20,000. Treasure Island, CA. 
sawinery2004@yahoo.com (925) 219-
2279  

  

 ‘Legacy’ is a beauiful racing boat, and so 
is ‘Encore’. Want to own a pair of dueling 
pistols? Check out Wooden Boat issue 
12 for all the details. Recent survey out 
of water. Send an email and I will forward 
it to you. $20,000. Treasure Island, CA. 
sha32015@outlook.com (925) 219-2279  
    

Well-maintained 
race boat. Has won more races than it 
has lost. New racing instruments: wind, 
speed etc. 10hp Farymann diesel engine. 
Fully reinforced reverse-turn strength-
ening members. 3 jibs, 2 spinnakers. 
Full Delta cockpit awning/dodger. 8ft 
Avon w/8hp Mercury. Best race record 
over the last 20 years on the Oak-
land Estuary. $12,000 OBO. Alameda. 
marinesurveyor32@att.net (510) 769-6753

    32 – 35 FEET SAILBOATS  
 

 ‘Rejoice’ neat, 
clean, well maintained. Low engine hours 
950+/-, new bottom paint May 2022, new 
lower shrouds August 2022. North Sails 
full batten main with easy track. 2.3 Honda, 
dinghy. Radar, Garmin GPS, many extras. 
$36,000 Firm. Alamitos Bay Long Beach. 
rotaryrocks@gmail.com (530) 307-8120
  

  
 ‘Tooloco’ previ-

ously ‘Ripple’ sistership to ‘Terramoto’ is 
available. ‘Tooloco’ is a 35-ft ultralight wa-
ter- ballasted planing machine designed 
by Paul Bieker, with a 40:1 sail area to 
displacement ratio. In the last 24 months 
she has been completely refi t to include 
new: running and standing rigging, com-
plete rewire with B&G 5000, new Quantum 
wardrobe, main, genoa, code 0 w/furler, 
J3, A1.5, A2, North main, A1,.J1, A2. New 
keel with cutter, rudder bearings, Awlgrip 
in/out+ nonskid, all deck hardware, 
clutches, turning blocks, lifelines, Yanmar 
20GM rebuilt. Complete list available. 
Turnkey program. I have purchased inter-
est in a RP 51 to campaign this year, so 
selling the 35. $150,000. San Diego, CA. 
larry.andrews@unitvestinc.com (760) 
805-2883  

  
 2019 

survey and refit for Mexico cruising. 
New electrical, solar, wind vane, wind-
lass, 3 anchors, new opening port-
lights, 2017 standing rigging and life-
lines, propane stove/oven, refrigera-
tion, main, jib and genoa good condi-
tion, refurbished Westerbeke, 2022 
bottom. $30,000. Owl Harbor, Delta. 
paulasunn@gmail.com (530) 514-1584  

  
 Hull #382. Excellent 

condition, must see, turnkey and ready 
to go. A great example of a “low-mileage” 
J/105. Extremely clean. Includes racing 
and cruising/daysailing gear. Brand-new 
standing and running rigging, brand-new 
sails in 2022, full updated modern elec-
tronics and communications, clean interi-
or, all canvas, recent re-fi t. Nonskid decks 
in great condition. Sailed regularly and 
gear is upgraded or replaced as needed. 
Deck and hull core are dry. Information 
and photos at website. $68,500. Alameda. 
cjackson2191@gmail.com (925) 487-6847 
www.cjackson2191.wixsite.com/my-site-2  

  
 Great coastal 

cruiser. New gelcoat – decks & inside. 
Yanmar diesel. Danforth anchor. Roller 
furling. VHF, AM/FM/CD stereo with 
Bose speakers. EZ Jacks. Onboard 
head. Adjustable backstay. $25,600. 
San Francisco South Beach Harbor. 
cameronkane@gmail.com (415) 307-5805  

Afterguard Sailing Academy 
The Affordable Way to ASA 
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OUT HERE SAILING REAL TIME, showing you the challenges and rewards of full time family cruising.

www.LiveFree2SailFast.com
Come check out and FOLLOW our website for current info and questions/concerns you may have. 

  
 One of only 3 

JPKs in North America, two-yr waitlist 
for a new one. If you know JPKs then 
you know! Exceptional build & design 
quality. JPKs routinely place at the top of 
every major regatta in Europe. One of the 
best “do everything” boats ever. Planing 
hull, offshore or inshore, long-distance 
racing or family weekend cruising: the 
1080 comes with few compromises. See 
JPK website 1080 info: https://www.
jpk.fr/en/gamme/jpk-1080/. More info & 
pictures available. $245,000. Sausalito. 
jng7000@gmail.com (916) 719-5225 
https://tinyurl.com/4a823ebk  

  
 ‘Anna Salen’, 

with a traditional galley/dinette, 2-cabin, sin-
gle-head layout and a separate V-berth and 
aft cabin, is perfect for families and friends, 
with some privacy. ‘Anna Salen’s sail plan pro-
vides good performance in most wind condi-
tions. The Ericson 34-2 is designed by Bruce 
King, as a racer/cruiser, with a traditional look 
and interior design. They have healthy sail 
area:displacement:ballast ratios, a moderate 
fi n keel, and a semi-balanced shallow spade 
rudder; combined, they make ‘Anna Salen’ 
comfortable and fast  With a fi berglass hull-
to-deck joint, keel-stepped mast, and lead 
ballast keel, ‘Anna Salen’ will address your 
needs for performance cruising in a classic 
sailboat design. $34,900. Alameda, CA. 
t.reigelman@gmail.com (925) 683-0425  

  

 A Westsail-like boat, 11-ft beam, 
5.3-ft draft, 41.3-ft LOA, 20,000+lb dis, 
Volvo MD3B frozen — needs replac-
ing, sails old, dodger newer, very stout 
boat, polyester resin/fiberglass hull, 
wood deck 1.5-in thick. $7,000 OBO. 
ghenry1102@yahoo.com (510) 501-4927  

  
 Beautiful, 

strong cruising cutter Herreshoff de-
signed, bowsprit and boomkin, cedar 
cold-molded hull, full lead keel, spruce 
spars, sails in great condition (mainsail 
with 3 reefs; stays’l, jib; 120% Da-
cron; 120% 1.5 oz. nylon; storm sail; 
trys’l); Aries wind vane self-steering; 
10-ft fiberglass dinghy; sails beauti-
fully; no engine; sail into and out of 
upwind Berkeley berth or use 16 ft oar; 
4 anchors (45# 35# 25# CQR, fisher-
man); windlass. $39,500. Berkeley. 
kennoble40@gmail.com (925) 786-7878  

  
 This 

Bristol-condition boat is being offered 
with a possible liveaboard slip in the bay 
area. She is a comfortable fast cruiser, 
liveaboard, and competitive racer with a 
great sail inventory and many upgrades 
performed in the last 9 years. Twelve feet 
of beam and clever use of space give 
her an amazing and practical interior. 
Possible trade for a motorhome or van + 
or – value. $29,500 OBO. San Francisco. 
dr iente@aol .com (650)  714-7777 
www.schocksantana35.com/  

    36 – 39 FEET SAILBOATS  

 The 
Blackwatch 37 is a predecessor of 
the Tartan 37 and is ready to be out 
on the water. She used to be a racing 
boat and was recently outfi tted to go 
cruising. New in last 2 years: Autopilot, 
watermaker, electric toilet, windlass, 
anchor & rode, solar. $25,000. Tiburon. 
ilchianti@gmail.com (916) 995-7853  

 ‘Can-
dide’ is a Hawaii, Australia and Mexico vet. 
Yanmar diesel, ProFurl, Monitor windvane, 
IC-710 SSB, new Spectra watermaker, 
etc. Selling as is. $30,000 OBO. Brisbane. 
hogancanoes@aol.com (650) 728-9528 
or (650) 773-3834  

 
 ‘Honu’ is for 

sale. Proven cruising boat with a full keel 
and wooden spar, plenty of headroom 
and storage. Worm wheel steering/seat, 
Perkins 4.108 50hp. A lot of new things 
on it since 2018: solar panels, electri-
cal panel, batteries, inverter/charger, 
standing and running rigging, mainsail, 
EPIRB, B&G electronics, etc. A lot of 
spare parts and products. Teak removed 
in 2021, new nonskid. ‘Honu’ is on dry 
storage in the Cabrales Boatyard. The 
mast is down, and a few hardware items 
need to be reinstalled on the deck. SSB 
needs tune-up, fridge lost its coolant. 
Finish installing the watermaker. ‘Honu’ 
will bring satisfaction to its new owner. 
$70,000. Puerto Penasco, Sonora, MX. 
bbhonu@yahoo.com (510) 213-9739  

  
 This J/36 is a bigger 

brother of the J/24 and J/30. The frac-
tional rig sails well under the modern 
7/8 rig. Cruise with two or race with fi ve 
crew. The small jib and the larger main-
sail are the key. Has 10 bags of sails, 
Yanmar diesel, boat cover, new oven, 
Raymarine instruments, Martec folding 
prop. Engine mounted over the keel gives 
brilliant balance. Price reduced. Call or 
email. $32,500. Stockton Sailing Club. 
bonitamarine@gmail.com (209) 772-9695
  

  
 Great family 

and Bay boat. Replaced main and roller 
jib eight yrs ago. The stainless stand-
ing rigging was inspected fi ve yrs ago. 
Fitted with autopilot and radar. Great 
start boat to get out on the Bay and 
sail. $15,000 OBO. Berkeley Marina. 
kh.weisenberger@gmail.com 

 Dick 
Carter-designed Olympic sloop. Wester-
beke 50hp diesel, dual steering, 12.75-
ft beam. Lines run below deck. Full 
standing headroom. Lewmar winch-
es. Fast cruiser. $12,000. Oakland. 
cattail1956@yahoo.com (510) 537-9689
  

  

 Great cruiser. Outfi tted for offshore. 
Custom interior. Totally self-sufficient 
with solar-operated watermaker and 
Frigoboat. Too much to list — get in touch 
for details. See YouTube video at URL. 
$59,900 OBO. San Carlos, Sonora, MX. 
Alindyrosen@Cybermesa.com (360) 758-
7452 https://tinyurl.com/2yrz4rzh  

 Sloop. 
Single Universal Diesel engine, 3-cyl, 
4-cycle. Refrigerator. Double SS sink. Mi-
crowave. Toilet. Shower. Engine-mounted 
alternator. Titan VHF transceiver. Autohelm 
4000 autopilot. Depthfi nder. Three-cabin 
layout. U-shaped dinette. V-berth. Dinghy. 
Stereo. $39,900. Redwood City, CA. 
iamerv@gmail.com (916) 792-6389 
https://tinyurl.com/2tfm96d8  

    
 Con-

dition: 9.5 of 10. Totally equipped for 
cruising Mexico- watermaker, solar. 
Super electronics, new canvas, solid 
sails, rocna anchor, all chain. Really 
clean Catalina. Marina slip included!. 
$68,000. Marina Palmira, La Paz, MX. 
davidjvidmar@gmail.com (541) 727-1409  

• FUEL POLISHING 
• FUEL FILTERING 
• BILGE CLEANING 
• TANK WORK

510
882-3402 www.marinelube.biz

2,000 GOOD USED SAILS!
Listed at minneysyachtsurplus.com

More info? email: minneys@aol.com
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If you’re reading this, it works!

www.latitude38.com

 ‘Nimbus’ is an 
excellent racing and cruising family sail-
boat for San Francisco Bay. Fiberglass 
hull and deck, varnished mahogany inte-
rior with teak and holly sole. Accommoda-
tions: Large “V” berth forward with head 
to port. Hanging lockers to starboard. 
Main salon: two settee berths, center 
table stows out of the way. Double quarter 
berth to port aft of the navigation sta-
tion. Galley: Stainless steel sink, icebox, 
stove/oven. Mast and boom aluminum 
with stainless steel rigging. Manual jib 
furling system. Mainsail with two reefs. 
Jib and spinnaker. Engine: Westerbeke 
38. Nimbus sits in a 40-ft slip in the West 
Basin of the San Francisco Marina. Slip 
rights available, additional cost. $20,000. 
West Basin, San Francisco Marina. 
daphnej@pacbell.net (415) 385-4157  

 This is a 
project boat although pics show her in 
good condition. Needs work on motor 
and some electrical as she is an older ves-
sel. Batteries in good shape, all new thru 
hull fi ttings. She is a proven cruising boat 
with a full keel, plenty of head room and 
storage. New standing rigging of this past 
year and new electrical wiring and LED 
lights, VHF antenna. Brought overland 
from the East Coast so life lines, stations 
and bow sprit were removed and will need 
to be reinstalled (all are included). Stain-
less frames for both dodger and Bimini 
but no canvas. Sails and covers are in fair 
condition. Interior cushions are in good 
condition. Nice interior layout. Well suited 
for someone with time and a little experi-
ence to complete the projects mentioned. 
Priced to refl ect engine and other work to 
be completed. $25,000 neg. Sausalito. 
jaygrant11383@gmail.com (415) 413-
6707  

      40 – 50 FEET SAILBOATS  

 
 This 

amazingly equipped boat is in rough shape, 
with reported hull damage in front of the keel. 
Propulsion system is fi ne. Rig is new. Genera-
tor, heat, and air conditioning that need work; 
rest fi ne. $49,000. San Francisco Peninsula. 
pkshopper@zoho.com  
 

  
 Proven 

cruiser available in PV, Mex, with optional 
assist to fi rst port for buyer, get to know 
your boat! Owner aboard now. Depend-
able boat, needs cosmetics, hull paint-
ing, refurbishing interior, make it to your 
standards. Has reliable Perkins 4-108. 
Sails are excellent, VHF, Garmin plotter, 
Fish fi nder, excellent power windlass, 4 
anchors (Fortress FX45#,French Plow 
35#, 30# Danforth), 92 gal water, 72gal 
diesel, 30gal holding, Avon with OB 
and more. $39,000. Puerto Vallarta, MX. 
boatstuffster@gmail.com (541) 361-0239
  

  
 S/V ‘Indeed’ is 

a Charlie Morgan design built by S&J after 
Morgan sold the molds. It was a pre-IOR 
design so had a racing lineage. Narrow beam, 
modifi ed full keel, attached rudder, beautiful 
lines, and sails well on all points. Goes upwind 
extremely well. Masthead rig. Single-spreader 
rig with oversized standing rigging. The yacht 
is still original gelcoat on hull and deck. We’ve 
owned and sailed ‘Indeed’ for the past fi ve 
years; cruising plans have changed. Boat 
is currently on San Francisco Bay. ‘Indeed’ 
has a beautiful light ash interior. Comfortable 
liveaboard for a couple, simply rigged. This 
is a professionally built S&J. PM or email for 
more info. $52,500 OBO. Redwood City, CA. 
weberdesignfab@gmail.com (408) 656-7745  

      

 Roomy, solid sailer in 
good shape with lots of equipment 
including: 75 hp Yanmar diesel with 
less than 800 hrs. Onan generator. New 
standing rig in 2020. New Harken roller 
furler in 2020. New headsail in 2020. 
Radar. Two heads, one with holding tank. 
Very spacious and comfortable cabin 
due to wide beam. Aft berth a double 
bed with adjacent head. Ketch rig with 
110 genoa makes it feel comfortable, 
even in heavy air on the Bay. Great pro-
tected slip in Berkeley Marina possibly 
available. $50,000. Berkeley Marina. 
Suncoasttrans@yahoo.com (415) 960-
8414  

  

 ‘Endeavor’ is a strong, sea-kindly ves-
sel, designed by Henk Tingen and built 
in Holland in 1958. Purchased 1987 and 
brought back from near-extinction. We 
had 13 years cruising about the world; 
maybe now it’s your turn. Fall in love 
with your dream boat. Lots of good kit 
included, can be ready to sail to Norway 
in 2023! Contact C. Masters for complete 
list. $100,000. Ipswich, Suffolk, UK. 
svendeavor1958@gmail.com (206) 960-
3793  

  
 Sun Odys-

sey 440 fully loaded, option to con-
tinue in CN charter fleet/tax shelter. 
No sales tax on purchase via Assign-
ment of LLC. Teak decks, radar, lifer-
aft, bow thruster, EPRIB, 415hrs on 
57Hp engine. $475,000 OBO. Sausalito. 
jkrensavage@gmail.com (650) 906-1713  

  
 10k PRICE 

DROP! PPJ veteran, ‘Mandolin’, our sea-
worthy home 14+ yrs. Cruising equipped, 
stable at sea, custom Hasse sails, me-
ticulously maintained. Galley renovated, 
rebuilt shower, refi nished fl oors, many 
upgrades. See boattrader link for specs 
& photos. $117,900. San Diego, CA. 
loriserocki@yahoo.com https://tinyurl.
com/2p8pu38k  

  
 ‘Upside’ was 

built in Santa Cruz. She is an ocean racer/
cruiser. Masthead sloop with rod rigging. 
This boat is an amazing sailer: It’s very 
nimble and super-responsive, can do 360 
almost on the spot. She is well maintained 
and ready for weekend club racing and 
longer trips to the islands today. It is a 
true turnkey. $61,900. San Diego, CA. 
nadav59@gmail.com (949) 554-9841 
https://tinyurl.com/4znhuu9e  

  

 Lovely ocean-sailing vessel. Needs TLC. 
Excellent deal as a fi xer project. Now 
in Emeryville, CA. Three cabins, two 
baths. Complete details and photos on 
website. All serious offers considered. 
$49,000 OBO make offer. Emeryville, CA. 
gmeader@gmail.com (415) 987-3948 
http://maxfx.biz  

She combines style, handling and safe-
ty, and is an exceptional example of 
Hunter design and engineering with 
new rigging, electronics, two elec-
tric heads. Can deliver West Coast. 
$88,000 OBO. Port Angeles, WA. 
toad35692@gmail.com (360) 584-4051 

QUALITY MARINE SERVICES ~ ABYC accredited electrician
Installations/Upgrades - Maintenance /Repairs, Selfsteering, Solar, Watermakers, 

aloft rigging, Vessel Management - Offshore Prep & consultation
qmsboat@gmail.com • (858) 218-4718 ALAMEDA

QUALITY MARINE SERVICES 
Installations/Upgrades - Maintenance /Repairs, Selfsteering, Solar, Watermakers, 

qmsboat@gmail.com • (858) 218-4718 ALAMEDAqmsboat@gmail.com • (858) 218-4718 ALAMEDA

 DIY Friendly
Bottom Paint Packages 

Insured Boat Work Professionals Welcome!
VallejoMarineCraft@gmail.com • 707-554-2813 • www.vallejomarinecraft.com
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Extensive refit 
in 2000 — Lefiell mast, standing rigging, 
Yanmar 50hp, custom hard dodger, 
new fuel tanks, LP water heater, BBQ, 
windlass, roller furling main and jib, MPS, 
etc. Winner best maintained at SGYC 4 
years. New house and start batteries, 
dinghy. See pictures info at website. 
Strong cruising boat and great live-
aboard. Call Ron. $119,000. San Diego.  
ron@griffinformation.com (619) 226-6071 
https://tinyurl.com/yc7r4p8m 

Type of vessel: 
ketch. Estimated speed: 10 kt power, 6-8 
kt sail. Built Netherlands 1980. Time of 
lay-up: fall 2012. Hull: length 48-ft, beam 
15-ft, draft 7-ft. Frames: varied dimen-
sional steel. Topsides single skin steel 
plate, 1/4� thick estimated; bottom single 
skin steel plate, 1/4� thick estimated; 
deck and bulkheads steel plate. Hull 
layout: V-berth, forward head, forward 
triple berth, settee/berth, chart station, 
galley, captain’s berth, engine/machinery/
maintenance room, after master bath, 
after head, straight inboard diesel engine 
auxiliary powered. New bow thruster 
(2010), electronics, autopilot, forward 
underwater sonar. Six-cyl Leyland diesel, 
midline, 350 gal water, 250 gal fuel. Pic-
tures at website. $54,900. Cleveland, OH.  
maudeij@yahoo.com.au (954) 235-2527 
http://guapasailboat.com 

Hull #73. Classic 
racer/cruiser. If a Cal 40 is on your bucket 
list this is very clean and mostly original 
example! Perkins 4108, electric head w/
macerator and tank. Smart charger, 2 
batteries. Original “vintage” Tillermaster 
autopilot and Signet instruments. Harken 
furling w/cruising yankee 138% and lightly 
used racing Dacron 150%. Kevlar #3, tall-
boy. Removable carbon sprit w/2 asymm 
kites, all original spin gear, poles, 4 kites 
included. Successful PHRF racer in So-
Cal. Harken primary self-tailers, halyards 
led aft w/clutches to cockpit. Stainless 
cabin top handrails, eyebrows shaved, 
teak toerail cap. Nice clean updated look. 
Nice interior foam and cushions. newly re-
covered cockpit cushions. $20,000 OBO  
must sell, make offer! Dana Point, CA.  
defsailor@gmail.com (949) 510-7353 

PRICE REDUCED: 
‘HIgh Five’: Cookson-built Farr 40 / Kev-
lar hull. Volvo Penta 40 hp; 250 hrs on 
engine and saildrive. Includes multiple 
sails. Extremely well maintained. Call to 
get more details. $43,000. Morro Bay, CA.  
goldconcept@sbcglobal.net (805) 550-
1118 

Cutter 
rig, New Zealand Yachts, center cockpit, 
aft cabin, cold molded kauri pine, Dynel 
cloth, Epiglass design: Jim Young N.A. 
Re-rigged 2018, New standing and run-
ning rigging, North main and jib, lazy 
jacks, Harken mechanical backstay ten-
sioner, B&G wind and depth instrumen-
tation, Simrad radar, Yanmar 4HJ, 50hp, 
ZF Trans, Fireboy auto fire extinguisher 
system, slipstream Aust. Feathering prop, 
toerails, handrails, caprail, companionway 
hatches, forward cabin top hatch var-
nished. Steering: mechanical, hydraulic. 
Natural gas stove/oven. New 300-ft 5/16 
high-test chain, stainless plow anchor, 
Engel refrigeration, Lavac manual heads. . 
$100,000 Reduced. Long Beach, CA.  
jimwaide@gmail.com (949) 838-5880 

51 & OVER SAILBOATS 

Looking for 
an ocean view every day? Want the best 
sleep of your life and to live a lifestyle that 
feels like you are on vacation? Amazing 
waterfront home with 3 bedrooms for 
just under $250K in the Bay Area (San 
Francisco or anywhere else you’d like 
to take it). We have enjoyed these very 
things for almost five years and now it 
is your turn. $249,000. Alameda, CA.  
(702) 875-3144 www.sailingtevega.com

‘Vela’ is 
fully outfitted for the 2023 Transpac with 
updated sail inventory and rigging. She 
has successfully competed in several 
offshore events including a podium fin-
ish in the San Diego to Puerto Vallarta 
Race in 2022. ‘Vela’ is turnkey and ready 
to fulfill your dream of sailing across the 
Pacific in both comfort and style. Check 
out her YachtWorld listing. $299,000. 
Cabrillo Way Marina, San Pedro, CA.  
stevedd@pacbell.net (213) 925-7895 

Fully load-
ed in mint condition — This boat was truly 
loved on! She is ready to take you any-
where in the world with safety, class and 
style. Please call for extensive inventory 
list. Must see her!. $425,000. Alameda, CA.  
lrtravioli@hotmail.com (559) 269-7669 

MULTIHULLS 

Refurbished and 
repainted. High-performance multihull, 
ready to move. Email to set appointment 
to view. $29,000 OBO. Los Angeles, CA.  
davidcollins@mindspring.com (310) 
310-4914 

The Extreme 40 is a super-fast 
high-performance catamaran. Simple 
to maintain and affordable to run. Sailed 
with a crew of 4 or 5 or shorthanded 
with 2 she is ready to sail today and 
comes with an extensive inventory of 
sails, spare parts and a 40-ft work-
shop container. $69,000. Sausalito, CA.  
kylegundersen@gmail.com (415) 341-
7787 https://tinyurl.com/yc44abx3 

Light, fast cat built at Delta 
Marine in Seattle. Roomy, 2 full state-
rooms, galley up, Spectra watermak-
er, large spillover freezer, 10 Lewmar 
hatches, solar, SSB, spinnaker, Rocnas. 
Cruised Zihua to Peñasco last 6 seasons. 
$100,000 OBO. Puerto Peñasco, MX.  
svepiccat@gmail.com  

POWER & HOUSEBOATS 

Good con-
dition. Comes with its trailer. Only 
used in fresh water. Only two own-
e rs .  $3 ,000  OBO.  Va l l e j o ,  CA .  
 (707) 771-1050 

CLASSIC BOATS 

Designed by the renowned William 
Atkin for doublehanded exploration of 
the North Atlantic in 1928, this boat 
has sailed from Hong Kong to Cape 
Horn, Germany, France, the East Coast, 
Panama Canal, and West Coast. She is 
ready for more, with the right stewards. 
Her old-growth Burma teak construction 
on Philippine ironwood framing makes 
her as tough as her forebears: the Colin 
Archer rescue vessels of Norway. Recent 
haulouts have kept her bottom in good 
shape, and her low-hours Beta 28 diesel 
sips fuel and moves her right along. Her 
displacement, hull shape, and rig make 
her comfortable when other boats are 
not. $28,000 Must sell, make an of-
fer. Westpoint Harbor, Redwood City.  
robert.schulke53@gmail.com (650) 245-
0226 

Low 
hrs Yanmar diesel. NEW: worm drive 
steering, SS fuel tanks, solar panels, 
air head, Simrad plotter and more. 
Completed extensive boatyard over-
haul. Master Mariner race winner, 
Transpac vet. $11,000. Owl Harbor.  
sagieber@gmail.com (206) 384-1175 

PARTNERSHIPS 
Dehler 34, 

1986, tiller, Yanmar. An established 
non-equity sailing partnership: $275/
month includes fuel, insurance, two 
pre-assigned weekend days, four week-
days per month. No charge for vacant 
days. Maintenance fee $1000/year. For 
details call/text. South Beach Harbor.  
valtaft@gmail.com (650) 670-5300 



Latitude 38

Looking for partnership on 30-50-ft 
sailboat, preferably East Bay. Equity and 
non-equity considered. Have 20+ years 
of experience sailing on the Bay and 
chartering internationally. I have partnered 
successfully on a 31-ft Beneteau for five 
years. Now I have a small sailing dog that 
I want to sail with me and the others are 
allergic. Looking for a clean boat in good 
condition that is sailed regularly, and 
responsible, nice sail partners. Berkeley.  
ddodgesf@gmail.com  

CREW 

I have some ocean 
experience, some racing experience 
and some Spanish. I can help with 
expenses, sail changes, driving, and 
cooking. Thanks, Michael. S.F. Bay.  
michael.s.121@att.net (707) 354-4326 

Jo in  us 
fo r  an  ocean passage in  2023.  
andy@sailingbiz.com (707) 953-0434 
http://www.sailingbiz.com 

BERTHS & SLIPS 

Gated facility.  56- to 60-ft slip 
for sale. 30-/50-amp service. TV + 
internet, swimming pool, bocce ball, 
barbecue, concrete docks, easy ac-
cess to main channel. Incredible view 
of Mt. Tamalpais. $10,000. San Rafael.  
cmbross@comcast.net (415) 716-6339 

Upwind 40ft slip in newly 
refurbished marina. Possible liveaboard. 
Close to parking. Easy access to the 
Bay and just 20 minute commute time 
to the City. $45,000. Pollock Pines.  
gts1938@gmail.com (530) 412-3958 

Galilee Harbor 
is a low-income cooperative commu-
nity in a marine service harbor. Ap-
plicant must own the vessel and meet 
requirements for membership. Please 
see our website for information and 
to get an application. Sausalito, CA.  
applyGHCA@gmail.com (415) 332-8554 
https://tinyurl.com/2fc24m3y 

I no longer 
need my 36-ft slip (#B28) at Pier 39. The 
slip has about 10 years left. Pay XFER 
fee ($1,200) and it’s yours. No text, just 
call or email. $1,200. Pier 39 S.F., CA.  
rwnicho@hotmail.com (415) 648-7960 

Many at-
tractions on the Pier, clean private 
restrooms with showers and laundry 
facilities. Discounted secure park-
ing available. $4,400. San Francisco.  
sailingfearless@gmail.com (415) 745-
2292 

Slips 30�-75� at great rates! Ameni-
ties: parking, bathrooms, laundry, pump-
out, free wi-fi, keyless entry. Guest berths 
also available. Call for availability. 451 
Seaport Court, Redwood City, CA 94063.  
crevay@redwoodcityport.com (650) 
306-4150 http://www.redwoodcityport.
com/marina 

BUSINESS  
OPPORTUNITIES 

 Love 
to sail? Make a great living in the Pacific 
Northwest running a fantastic charter 
business! After 34 years it is time to 
sell our dream job. We have already 
done the hard work for you. Dedicated 
client base, beautiful website, five-star 
reviews. Outstanding modern 55-ft 
sloop with moorage. USCG Coastwise 
trade endorsement. Great income if you 
are ready to take the helm of the best 
job in the world! San Juan Islands, WA.  
islandsailor600@gmail.com  

PROPERTY FOR SALE  
OR RENT 

Enjoy breathtaking sunsets from this 
lovely 3BR, 1BA home perched above 
the gentle shore of Beal’s Cove, per-
fect for kayaking adventures, watching 
wildlife, and relaxing by the sea as the 
afternoon light floods the windows. 
You’ll love exploring all the islands have 
to offer during the day and retreat-
ing to the cottage in the evenings to 
catch the gorgeous pink, purple and 
orange hues of a Harpswell sunset.  
marcia@homesandharbors.com 866-835-
0500 https://tinyurl.com/43475rkj 

Dramatic water-
front Alameda 3BR/2.5 BA townhome 
with a private 44-ft deep-water slip 
attached to the property. An impres-
sive 2,054 sq ft with multiple living 
spaces all designed to overlook the 
glistening Ballena Bay. $1,249,000.  
leah@leahtounger.com (510) 701-6497 
https://tinyurl.com/3wdmepyu 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

is Hiring Cap-
tains!. We are seeking licensed captains 
for private charters on our three boats 
in Sausalito and Alameda. Our motto is 
“Best Day Ever” because we emphasize 
providing our guests with great customer 
service. Check out our reviews on Yelp/
Google. We train our team and maintain 
our boats to high standards for safety and 
comfort. Part- or full-time possible. Please 
send résumé to email below. Thanks!  
joe@sfbaysail.com http://sfbaysail.com 

Seeking a contractor 
to work 20 hours as project manager 
for special projects related to our live-
aboard community. Responsibilities 
include maintaining regulatory compli-
ance with environmental agencies, 
documenting annual income reports, 
providing administrative support on 
legal issues, and helping to initiate and 
coordinate fundraising and grant writ-
ing. Occasional onsite evening meetings 
required; flexible in-office and remote 
hours. Requirements include proven 
computer skills, excellent communica-
tion and presentation skills, and project-
management experience. Sausalito, CA.  
galileeharbor@gmail.com (415) 332-8554 
https://www.galileeharbor.org/ 

The 
Oakland Yacht Club is currently looking 
for an Assistant Harbormaster for our 
200-slip marina. The ideal candidate 
will have 1–2 years experience, possess 
a current California Boating Card, and 
be competent in electrical, carpentry, 
plumbing and other mechanical skills. 
We are looking for candidates that enjoy 
providing exceptional member/guest 
service and value working for an organi-
zation that appreciates their employees 
and provides a nurturing and supportive 
work environment for them to flourish. 
The position is a full-time position with 
medical benefits. The work environment 
is 80% outdoors and 20% indoors. If you 
are interested in the position, please email 
a cover letter and résumé. Alameda, CA.  
gm@Oaklandyachtclub.com (510) 522-
6868 

Berkeley Marine Center is looking 
for a new member of the team! We are 
currently looking for someone to work 
in our chandlery and boatyard office. 
Experience in retail or customer service 
is key, as the position involves com-
munication with boatyard clients and 
chandlery customers. We are looking 
for a friendly and detail-oriented person 
who is interested in boats and ready for 
the fast-paced boatyard bustle. Work 
schedule is Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, start date 
ASAP. Email us for details and to apply.  
office@berkeleymarine.com  

Custom canvas business ISO 
sewers! More sewing/making experi-
ence the better and willing to train 
for the right can-do attitude! Quickly 
growing company looking for another 
great fit in our team. Great benefits 
and culture. PT/FT. Point Richmond.  
david@compass-canvas.com (415) 299-
3415 http://compass-canvas.com 

The Canvas Works, 
on the water in Sausalito, specializing in 
custom canvas fabrication for marine and 
other applications, is seeking to fill a field 
and in-house technician position. This 
job is full time, weekdays 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Responsibilities: Install canvas 
covers and structures on boats, homes, 
and commercial buildings. Oversee 
and organize shop mechanical areas, 
supplies and equipment. Demonstrate 
proficient operation of hand and power 
tools. Safely operate company vehicles. 
Qualified candidates must have solid 
mechanical skills, be proficient using hand 
and power tools. Training available for job 
specifics. Contact Lisa for more details.  
lisa@thecanvasworks.com (415) 331-
6527 https://tinyurl.com/2p8dd8ae 

Inspire Sailing Berkeley is looking for sail-
ing instructors to join our growing team! 
USCG OUPV License is required, though 
if you are interested in getting your cap-
tain’s license we can help out there too. 
We have opportunities to teach aboard 
both tiller- and wheel-steered sportboats 
as well as larger cruising boats. We focus 
on the education of adults in a fun, wel-
coming and safety-oriented environment. 
Located in the heart of SF Bay, we are just 
minutes from the best sailing grounds, not 
miles! Do you enjoy racing? Our perfor-
mance program is going strong and we 
need racing- and spinnaker-experienced 
captains as well. US Sailing and ASA 
Instructors welcome! Competitive pay! 
Free boat use! Fun!. Berkeley, CA.  
careers@inspiresailing.com (510) 831-
1800 https://tinyurl.com/bdhdzn6c 

Spinnaker Sailing in 
Redwood City is looking for someone 
to assist in the maintenance and repair 
of our fleet of 30 sailboats. Should be 
familiar with sailboat rigging, ship’s 
systems, outboard motors, light electri-
cal, plumbing and diesel engine service. 
Consider either part time or full time. 
Pay rate commensurate to experience. 
Call or email Rich. Redwood City, CA.  
rich@spinnakersailing.com (650) 363-
1390 http://Spinnakersailing.com 
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 Posi-
tions available! Two Harbors Harbor De-
partment, on the west end of Catalina Is-
land. Looking for experienced boat opera-
tors for seasonal harbor patrol positions 
(March – October). Harbor patrol assigns 
and facilitates the use of 700+ moorings 
on the west end of Catalina Island and 
assists with transporting passengers to 
and from shore. USCG license required 
for passenger transport, seasonal moor-
ing included for patrol personnel with 
liveaboard vessels. Inquire at website. 
Jrconner@scico.com (310) 510-4254 
https://tinyurl.com/wheb7kvn  

  

 Volunteer docents wanted to staff 
educational science exhibitions. Volunteer 
or contract graphic designer wanted. 
Photographers and photography wanted. 
Ask about other volunteer positions. 
info@sailingscience.org (510) 390-5727 
https://www.sailingscience.org/  

  

 SLO Sail and 
Canvas is hiring for multiple positions 
in our busy sail loft in beautiful San Luis 
Obispo, California. We specialize in 
building boat covers, trampolines, and 
sails for sailing dinghies, one-designs, 
and beach catamarans. The following job 
opportunities are open for immediate ful-
fi llment: Sailmaking Department Manager, 
Manufacturing Assistant — Industrial 
Department, Production Sewing & Prep 
— Trampoline or Boat Cover Depart-
ment, and Offi ce Assistant. To learn more 
about each job opening, visit website. 
erik@slosailandcanvas.com (805) 479-
6122 ext.9 https://tinyurl.com/fpdkrmt  

 . 
 Spinnaker Sailing in Redwood City is 
looking for ASA-certified sailing in-
structors to teach out of our Redwood 
City Marina location. Part-time, flex-
ible schedules, midweek and/or week-
ends. Please contact Rich or Bob by 
phone or email. Redwood City Marina. 
offi ce@spinnakersailing.com (650) 363-
1390 http://www.spinnakersailing.com  

  
 Join the 

captains at Club Nautique and start 
teaching US Sailing’s most compre-
hensive curriculum of sail and power 
courses, both offshore and inshore, in 
the nation. We have openings now for 
USCG-licensed captains who exhibit 
exceptional communication and boat-
ing skills, and the willingness to train 
and work in a professional environment. 
Full-time and part-time positions avail-
able. $28-$35 depending on experience. 
schooldirector@clubnautique.net (510) 
865-4700 x313 www.clubnautique.net  

  

 Rubicon 
Yachts is seeking a professional yacht 
broker/salesperson for its new Alam-
eda, CA offi ce. Yacht sales experience 
required, must be a self-starter, mem-
bership in CYBA is a plus. Contact 
owner/broker Mark Miner. Alameda, 
C A .  m a r k @ r u b i c o n y a c h t s . c o m 
www.rubiconyachts.com  
  

  
 Wanted: 

Licensed Captain with towing endorse-
ment for TowBoatUS./Vessel Assist 
on the San Francisco Bay and Del-
ta. Preferred if you live by SF water-
front, Alameda or Bethel Island areas. 
Philipdelano@gmail.com (925) 382-4422 
http://www.towboatusdelta.com  
    

 NON PROFIT  

 The Bay Area 
Association of Disabled Sailors strives to 
make sailing accessible to people with 
disabilities. BAADS is always on the look-
out for donated boats to support its mis-
sion. Help an all-volunteer organization 
while receiving a charitable tax deduction. 
boatdonations@baads.org (415) 532-
9831  

    SOUTH OF THE BORDER  

 

 At the gorgeous Cielo Y Mar con-
dos. Located in Punta Mita, 35 minutes 
from Puerto Vallarta, available to rent from 
private owner. On the beach, 10 feet from 
the water, they offer spectacular views of 
ocean and mountains, the biggest infi nity 
pool in the area, an endless beach, great 
surf breaks, great fi shing, tremendous 
views of whales, bird life and the islands. 
While uncrowded and tranquil, just a fi ve-
minute walk to several waterfront restau-
rants. Choose from a spacious, beautifully 
furnished one- or three-bedroom unit, or 
an amazing two-story penthouse with 
lovely shade trellis on the top fl oor. To 
reserve, call or email Dona de Mallorca. 
puntamitabeachfrontcondos@gmail.com 
(415) 269-5165  

           MISCELLANEOUS  

 

 Dive into “Exploring Our Amazing 
Ocean: Trivia, coloring, challenging 
puzzles & games with S.T.R.E.A.M. 
educational pages!” Discover fascinat-
ing scientific and historic facts. Test 
your ecological and habitat knowl-
edge. Vacation diving, aquariums and 
more! Paperback $20 coming soon. 
musepubl icat ionsl lc@yahoo.com-
    Big Sale .  40-ft double-spreader, ta-
pered mast section #4430 with run-
ning and standing rigging. Four North 
Sails, four Barient winches. Lots of 
hardware and much more! $2,500. 
cblair1015@yahoo.com (209) 704-4982

     TRYING TO LOCATE  

 

 ISO owner of a Lake Union 

Dreamboat bought at auction from Oys-

ter Point Marina after she sank. I have 

fi ttings that I want to return. Peninsula. 

Sheilaholmes@mac.com   

   CLUBS & MEMBERSHIPS  

 Moved 

overseas and sail in different waters 

now. Selling (transferring) two Passage 

Maker memberships to Club Nautique, 

single member plus additional family 

member. All the Club’s social, charter, 

and boat access benefi ts with sail train-

ing through Offshore Passage Making 

with US Sailing Certification. ($8,000 

from Club). $5,500. San Francisco. 

dfgillen@gmail.com   

     GEAR  

Selden B200 boom 18-ft, 

complete HW + 2 internal reefs: $1750. 

RodKicker 20 vang: $400. Doyle full 

batten main, P=50-ft 4-in, E= 17-ft 4-in: 

$1750. Doyle StackPack: $500. All excel-

lent. 10% off 2+items. Offers considered. 

chyrne@comcast.net 

Deadline for the March 
issue is  February 15

Your ad goes live online 
immediately at

www. latitude38.com

LIST YOUR 
BOAT!
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72’ DEERFOOT 72 KETCH ’85  $575,000
Locura. A true, independent offshore cruiser, easily 
handled by two. Comfortable in all climates with re-
verse cycle heating and air.

39’ FREEDOM ’85  $49,500
Entrophy. Free-standing cat ketch rig and carbon fiber 
spars work well for minimal crew. Sturdy lightweight 
hull for great performance.

46’ DUNCAN MARINE 46 ’73  $79,900
Infinity. Classic cruising ketch. A veteran of long-dis-
tance cruises including the Panama Canal. Extensively 
updated. Rare opportunity!

28’ BRISTOL CHANNEL CUTTER ’80  $48,000
Cosmic Dancer. Bristol condition and priced right! 
Ready for final outfitting as a coastal cruiser or ocean 
voyager. All offers considered.

43’ WAUQUIEZ 
AMPHITRITE ’85 

$79,500 
Party Time. A strong, 

well-found cruiser 
with much equipment 
included. Could use a 
handy person to per-

sonalize and is priced 
accordingly.

41’ C&C 41 ’88 
$59,900 

Shamrock.  
High-performance 

sailing and spacious 
accommodations. 

Triple-spreader  
rig. Ready to win 

regattas or take the 
family to Catalina.

38’ PEARSON 
INVICTA II ’66 

$54,500 
Jigger. Rejuvenated 
classic turns heads 
wherever she goes. 

Custom companion-
way, newer standing 
rigging and Yanmar 
diesel. A real treat!

THINKING OF SELLING 
YOUR BOAT? 

LET US HELP!
Power or Sail, we have 
buyers waiting. Call us 

at 619.224.2349 or email: 
info@yachtfinders.biz

26’ NONSUCH 26 ’84  $32,000
SOLAR WINDS. Fast, easy sailing with unstayed cat 
rig and wishbone main. Amazing accommodations. A 
pocket cruiser ready for new adventures.

A LEADER IN
BROKERAGE 

SALES
ON THE

WEST COAST!

REDUCED

NEW LISTING
OLYMPIA



New & Brokerage Yachts • Power & Sail
www.richardboland.com

Open boat eVeRY 2nd weekend of the month • oVeR 30 Yachts @ ouR docks to View 

1070 marina Village pkwy., #107 alameda, ca 94501 • cell: 510-610-6213 - office: 510-521-6213
RIVIERA • BELIZE • NEW & BROKERAGE • POWER & SAIL

Richard Boland Yacht Sales
Office: (510) 521-6213 Direct: (510) 610-6213

Email: rbys@aol.com
www.richardbolandyachts.com

Richard: 510-610-6213  
Mik:  510-552-7272
Roy: 916-595-7500

43’ JEANNEAU 2003  
$99,900 

—CALL BILL

53’ SKOOKUM CUTTER 
1979 $200,000 

—CALL BILL

37' PACIFIC SEACRAFT 
1980 $25,000
—CALL BILL

65’ SPARKSMAN & STEPHENS 
CUSTOM 1968, $312,000

—CALL ROY

36’ CATALINA 1995 
$67,500

—CALL BILL

61’ CUSTOM SCHOONER, 
2000 $74,000  

—CALL ROY

30’ HUNTER,1996
$37,500

— CALL MIK

34’ HANS CHRISTIAN, 
1977   $22,500

—CALL BILL

40’ HUNTER 1986
$59,900  

—CALL MICHAEL

40’ FREEDOM 1996  
$119,000

—CALL BILL

48’ CHEOY LEE SLOOP
$149,000

—CALL MIK

44’ CATLALINA  
MORGAN, 2005 $139,900

—CALL MIK OR BILL

44’ HARDIN 1977  
$69,000

—CALL MIK

36’ WESTERLY CORSAIR, 
1985 $49,000
—CALL MIK

 ISLAND PACKET 350  
2001 $139,000 

 —CALL MIK

38’ ERICSON 
$49,900 ASK FOR BILL  

510-410-5401

47’ VAGABOND, 1986  
$149,000 

—CALL BILL

35’ CATALINA 350
2011 $219,000

— CALL MIK

GREAT INTERIOR

GREAT INTERIOR
BRISBANE

2008 OCEANIS 40 
$185,000

—CALL MIK

DEAL PENDING!

BRICKYARD COVE
AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS
AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS
ALAMEDA

ALAMEDA

AT OUR DOCKS

1972 COLUMBIA 45 CC, 
$89,995

— CALL MIK

RICHMOND

MONTEREY

BODEGA BAY
PRICE REDUCTION!

PRICE REDUCTION!

 37’ PEARSON 1988 
$39,500

ASK FOR BILL 

PRICE REDUCTION!

PRICE REDUCTION!

PRICE REDUCTION!

41’ SOVEREL, 1976   
$15,000

—CALL BILL

PRICE REDUCTION!

 

   PRICE REDUCTION!

 

   PRICE REDUCTION!

 

   PRICE REDUCTION!

Barney: 510-541-1963 
Bill: 510-410-5401

Michael: 831-236-5905  
Latitude 38



+1 510.981.2021
DenisonYachting.com

San Diego, CA 
Newport Beach, CA

Long Beach, CA
Marina del Rey, CA

San Francisco, CA

Seattle, WA

619.822.2715
3330

949.791.4220
562.594.9716
310.821.5883

510.469.

206.686.5400

EXCESS 12  
38' EXCESS CATAMARAN 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

DUFOUR 360 
36' DUFOUR 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

DUFOUR 530  
54' DUFOUR 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

DUFOUR 390  
 $39' DUFOUR 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

EXCESS 15  
48' EXCESS CATAMARAN 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

2021 DUFOUR 390

EXCESS 11  
37' EXCESS CATAMARAN 2022 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

+1 510.981.2021
DenisonYachting.com

San Diego, CA 
Newport Beach, CA

Long Beach, CA
Marina del Rey, CA

San Francisco, CA

Seattle, WA

619.822.2715
3330

949.791.4220
562.594.9716
310.821.5883

510.469.

206.686.5400

EXCESS 12  
38' EXCESS CATAMARAN 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

DUFOUR 360 
36' DUFOUR 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

DUFOUR 530  
54' DUFOUR 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

DUFOUR 390  
 $39' DUFOUR 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

EXCESS 15  
48' EXCESS CATAMARAN 2023 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

2021 DUFOUR 390

EXCESS 11  
37' EXCESS CATAMARAN 2022 | CALIFORNIA

$CALL FOR PRICING

SPORT EXCELLENCE
Alameda, CA

2020 LAGOON 42 
$659,000

2009 CATANA 52 
$659,000

2023 EXCESS II  
DON 510 469 3330

2006 LEOPARD 43 
$299,000

2017 LAGOON 450 
$699,000

2003 ISLAND PACKET 48 
$435,000



and a boatyard that cares 
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