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Baja Ha-Ha XXVI
Season Champs Part 2

Where’d Windsurfi ng Go?
Martin Machado’s New Coat of Paint

user
Sticky Note
Welcome to the December 2019 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-ups are enabled.

Cover: The 26th Baja Ha-Ha fleet lines up on San Diego Bay for the start of the 750-mile rally to Cabo San Lucas.

Photo: Latitude/John



THE BAY AREA’S PREMIERE BOATING COMMUNITY

AT GRAND MARINA YOU GET MORE  
than one of the best protected marinas in the  

San Francisco Bay. You get first class service, 

quality amenities, a full service marina center 

with certified craftsmen, and so much more…

Grand Marina: the best on the bay!

F  Prime deep water double-fingered 
concrete slips from 30’ to 100’. 

F  Great Estuary location in the heart  
of beautiful Alameda Island. 

F  Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled. 

F  Free pump-out station open 24/7. 
F  Full-service Marine Center and  

haul-out facility. 
F  Free parking. 
F  Free on-site WiFi.
And much more...

Directory of Grand Marina Tenants

510.865.1200
Leasing Office Open Daily
2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.comG
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FROM ALL OF US HERE AT GRAND MARINA!

MANY THANKS AND WARM HOLIDAY WISHES 

Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The ... 25
Marchal Sailmakers ........................ 26
Alameda Canvas and Coverings
Alameda Marine Metal Fabrication
Blue Pelican Marine
MarineLube
Mosley’s Cafe
New Era Yachts
Pacifi c Crest Canvas
Pacifi c Yacht Imports
True Pacifi c Insurance
UK Sailmakers
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When we asked Falk Meissner 
for a photo for our Latitude ad, 
he sent a picture of a broom. 
Sailing his Olson 25, Shark on 
Bluegrass, he made a clean 
sweep of this summer’s Single-
handed Sailing Society’s Long 
Pac, so the photo was only fit-
ting. First to finish, first in class 
and first over-all on corrected 
time. Not bad for a 25-foot boat!

The Long Pac is a 400 nautical 
mile singlehanded competition. 
For some it is the (required) 
qualifier for the Society’s next 
Single Handed Transpac. For 
others, a personal challenge.

Testing both sailor and boat, the three days and nights offshore provided a full range 
of wind and sea conditions. Falk used a 7-year-old Pineapple mainsail and a months-old 
Carbon jib for most of the race.

For fast sails that prove themselves time and time again, and are made from start to  
finish right here in sunny Alameda, give us a call.

Powered by Pineapples

YOUR DEALER FOR: Dubarry Footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off in Alameda at Svendsen’s Marine, Blue Pelican Marine and 
West Marine (at Alameda South Shore Center).

Like us on Facebook.

They Are All Out There 
Somewhere 

Phone (510) 522-2200
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Avenue 
Alameda, California 94501
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They  are all out there somewhere

★
Happy Holidaysfrom all of us at Pineapple Sails. We’ll be closed from Dec. 25, 2019 through Jan. 1, 2020.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, 
anecdotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta 
draw the line somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publica-
tion must pertain to a West Coast or universal sailing audience and 
be accompanied by a variety of pertinent, in-focus digital images 
with identification of all boats, situations and people therein. Send 
both text and photos electronically. Notification time varies with our 
workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com. For more additional information see 
www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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Cover: 
The 26th Baja Ha-Ha fleet lines up on San Diego Bay for 

the start of the 750-mile rally to Cabo San Lucas.

Photo: Latitude/John

B O A T
LOANS

from

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

Please contact

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770
jburleigh@tridentfunding.com

MIkE CURtIN

(888) 883-8634
mcurtin@tridentfunding.com

www.tridentfunding.com
Loans will be arranged or made pursuant to a 
California Finance Lenders License #605 1871.

http://www.tridentfunding.com


What MULTIHULLS WORLD magazine reports:
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What MULTIHULLS WORLD magazine reports:

What MULTIHULLS WORLD magazine reports:

What MULTIHULLS WORLD magazine reports:

2008 Beneteau 37
$120,000

2001 Beneteau 361
$84,000

2006 Beneteau 423
$157,500

2006 Beneteau 343
$86,000

2008 Lagoon 420 
$364,000

2018 Dufour 390 
$289,000



Page 6  •  Latitude 38  •  December, 2019

Publisher/Editor ...................John Arndt ..................... john@latitude38.com .............ext. 108
Managing Editor ..................Tim Henry ......................tim@latitude38.com ..............ext. 105
Racing Editor .......................Christine Weaver ...........chris@latitude38.com ............ext. 103

Contributing Editors
Richard Spindler, John Riise, Paul Kamen, LaDonna Bubak, John Skoriak

Editor-at-Large ....................Andy Turpin ...................andyturpinatlarge@gmail.com 
Roving Reporter ..................Donna Andre
Advertising Manager ...........Mitch Perkins ................mitch@latitude38.com...........ext. 107
Production Supervisor .........Soren Hemmila ..............soren@latitude38.com...........ext. 102
Production/Photos ..............Annie Bates-Winship .....annie@latitude38.com ...........ext. 106
Marketing Administrator ......Monica Grant.................monica@latitude38.com ........ext. 109
Bookkeeping .......................Penny Clayton ...............penny@latitude38.com ..........ext. 101

www.latitude38.com  •  (415) 383-8200
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941

Founded 1976. Published from 1977-2016 by Richard Spindler.

we go where the wind blows

Latitude 38

	o	MASTERCARD o	ViSA o	AMERiCAn ExPRESS
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Address

City State Zip

Phone number

Email

Subscribe online at  
www.latitude38.com 

or mail this form to Latitude 38 
at 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941

Latitude 38 
Subscriptions 
make great 
GIFTS! 

Latitude 38
Latitude 38

o	Enclosed $36 for a one year  
 third class subscription 
o	Enclosed $60 for a one year subscription  
 & Latitude 38 t-shirt + free shipping
o	Enclosed $100 for a one year subscription  
 & Latitude 38 sweatshirt + free shipping
o	Enclosed $55 for one year first class  
  - Canada, Mexico, FPO/APO, and correctional  
 facilities require first class subscription.

Safe Harbor Emeryville
3310 Powell Street
Emeryville, CA 94608
(510) 654-3716

Safe Harbor Ballena Isle
1150 Ballena Boulevard
Suite 111 | Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-5528

Safe Harbor Ventura Isle
1363 Spinnaker Drive
Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 644-5858

Safe Harbor Anacapa Isle
3001 Peninsula Road
Oxnard, CA 93035
(805) 985-6035

Safe Harbor Cabrillo Isle
1450 Harbor Island Drive
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 297-6222

80+ premier waterfront 
locations across the country.

Join us.

W E ST  COAST  N E T WO R K

Learn more at SHMARINAS.COM
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W W W . R U B I C O N Y A C H T S . C O M

3  L O C AT I O N S  W I T H  S A L E S  D O C K S  T O  S E R V E  Y O U

3 3 0 0  P OW E L L  ST. ,  E M E RY V I L L E   ( 5 1 0 )  6 0 1 - 5 0 1 0

1 15 0  BA L L E N A  B LV D. ,  S U I T E  12 1 ,  A L A M E DA   ( 5 1 0 )  8 3 8 -1 8 0 0 

2 6 0 1  WAS H I N GTO N  ST. ,  P O RT  TOW N S E N D   ( 2 0 6 )  6 0 2-27 0 2

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

Y A C H T  S A L E S  &  A C Q U I S I T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S

Q U A L I T Y  Y A C H T S   •   B R O K E R S  Y O U  C A N  T R U S T !



R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  EMERY COVE  ALAMEDA

EMERY COVE  3300 POWELL STREET, SUITE 105  EMERYVILLE, CA  94608  (510) 601-5010
ALAMEDA  1150 BALLENA BLVD., SUITE 121, ALAMEDA, CA 94501  (510) 838-1800

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  

34.5’ J BOATS J105, 2001  
    $69,500

    San Francisco (415) 867-8056

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  WWW.RUBICONYACHTS.COM

33’ HANS CHRISTIAN 33, 1980
    $79,900

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

42’ HUNTER PASSAGE, 2001
$115,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

49’ HUNTER 423, 2007 
$183,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

45’ SPARKMAN & STEPHENS  1960
    $74,900

    San Francisco (415) 867-8056

33’ FLYING TIGER 10M, 2006
    $39,500

    San Francisco (415) 867-8056

62’ CUSTOM KETCH, 1992
$190,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

42’ BENETEAU 423, 2006
$160,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

41’ BENETEAU OCEANIS 41.1, 2014  
$239,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

36’ UNION POLARIS, 1988
$69,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

37’ JENSEN PILOTHOUSE
$84,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

36’ HUNTER 36, 2011
$109,000

    Emery Cove (510) 601-5010



R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  EMERY COVE  ALAMEDAR U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  WWW.RUBICONYACHTS.COM

40’ ELAN 40, 2004
$119,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

31’ ISLAND PACKET 31, 1988
    $46,000 

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

36’ ISLANDER 36, 1977
$29,500

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

44’ HARDIN VOYAGER
    $77,000

   Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

43’ C & C SLOOP, 1973/2010
$139,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

36’ LAPWORTH L-36, 1960
    $38,500

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

30’ CATALINA MKII SLOOP
$27,500

    Alameda (510) 838-1800

43’ HANS CHRISTIAN CHRISTINA, 1989 
$139,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

32’ TAYANA VANCOUVER, 2000
    $104,000

    Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

38’ ISLAND PACKET 380, 1999
$175,000

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

35’ SPENCER, 1968
    $39,500

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

EMERY COVE  3300 POWELL STREET, SUITE 105  EMERYVILLE, CA  94608  (510) 601-5010
ALAMEDA  1150 BALLENA BLVD., SUITE 121, ALAMEDA, CA 94501  (510) 838-1800

R U B I C O N  Y A C H T S

  

    

  

40’ BENETEAU 40, 2009
$139,900

Emery Cove (510) 601-5010



CALENDAR

Non-Race
 Dec. 1-29 — Keelboat Sail, noon-4 p.m., every Sunday 
with BAADS at South Beach Harbor in San Francisco. Free. 
Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.
 Dec. 2 — First Mondays, live jazz with Randy Craig, 7:30  
p.m. Members of reciprocal YCs welcome. No cover. BVBC, 
www.bvbc.org.
 Dec. 3-31 — Live jazz with Don Prell every Tuesday night, 
BVBC, San Francisco, 7:30 p.m. Members of reciprocal clubs 
welcome. No cover. Info, www.bvbc.org.
 Dec. 4-25 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series, StFYC, 
11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Lunch and a talk each week for about 
$25. All YCs' members welcome. Info, www.stfyc.com.
 Dec. 5 — Educational Meeting, California Clean Boating 
Network, Martinez YC, 9:15 a.m.-1 p.m. Topics: microplastic 
pollution, Surrendered and Abandon Vessel Exchange pro-
gram, expired marine flares, sewage pumpout. Free. RSVP 
required. Vivian, vmatuk@coastal.ca.gov.
 Dec. 6 — Lighted Boat Parade in Benicia. Info, www.
beniciayachtclub.org.
 Dec. 7 — Lighted Yacht Parade, Oakland-Alameda Estuary. 
Benefiting Oakland Firefighters and Alameda County Food 
Bank. Info, www.lightedyachtparade.com.
 Dec. 7 — Lighted Boat Parade, South Beach, San Fran-
cisco, 6 p.m. Honoring the anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day. 
SBYC, www.southbeachyachtclub.org.
 Dec. 7 — Lighted Boat Parade, Santa Cruz Harbor, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Info, (831) 475-6161 or www.santacruzharbor.org.
 Dec. 7 — Lynn Hahn Memorial Delta Reflections Lighted 
Boat Parade, Stockton YC. $25 entry fee benefits charity. 
Roger, (209) 603-7147, www.stocktonlightedboatparade.com.
 Dec. 7 — Lighted Boat Parade, Riverbank Marina, Sacra-
mento, 6 p.m. Craig, (916) 956-7515.
 Dec. 7 — Christmas Lighted Boat Parade, Oxbow Ma-
rina, Isleton, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Info, www.facebook.com/
events/2381762955277022.
 Dec. 7 — Christmas Boat Parade, downtown Long Beach 
marinas, 5:30 p.m. Shoreline YC, (562) 435-4093.
 Dec. 7, Jan. 4 — Chantey Sing aboard Eureka, Hyde Street 
Pier, San Francisco, 8-10 p.m. Dress warmly and bring a mug 
for hot cider. Free, but RSVP to Peter, (415) 561-7171.
 Dec. 7-28 — Small Boat Sailing, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. every 
Saturday with BAADS at South Beach Harbor in San Fran-
cisco. Free. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.
 Dec. 8, 15 — Parade of Lights, San Diego, 5 p.m. Theme: 
Comic-Con on the Bay. Info, www.sdparadeoflights.org.
 Dec. 11 — Full moon on a Wednesday.
 Dec. 11 — Singlehanded TransPac Seminar, Oakland YC, 
Alameda, 7:30 p.m. Power requirements and types of com-
munications, with Chris Case. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
 Dec. 13 — Decorated Boat Parade, San Francisco, 6 p.m. 
Anita Rock to Pier 39 to StFYC. Info, www.stfyc.com.
 Dec. 14 — Lighted Boat Parade & Fireworks, Sausalito, 6 
p.m. Info, www.winterfestsausalito.com.
 Dec. 14 — New Lighted Boat Parade, Richmond, 6-7:30 
p.m. Boats assemble outside RYC/Brickyard Cove breakwa-
ter and travel east to Marina Bay/Inner Harbor Basin. RYC, 
www.richmondyc.org.
 Dec. 14 — Lighted Boat Parade, Redwood City. SeqYC, 
www.sequoiayc.org.
 Dec. 14 — Holiday Party, Single Sailors Association, Spin-
naker YC, San Leandro. Info, www.singlesailors.org.
 Dec. 21 — Lighted Boat Parade, Coyote Point, San Mateo, 
5:30 p.m. Viewing along the levee and the berm in front of 
CPYC. Followed by holiday treats and music at CPYC and 
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2018 Catalina 425  $410,000

 

1999 Catalina 320 $59,000

Farallone Yacht Sales, Exclusive Northern California dealer
for Catalina sailboats, also offers a quality selection of

pre-owned sail and power boats in our brokerage.
Visit www.faralloneyachts.com for more information.

(925) 998-5445

New Catalina Yachts (base price)
45’5" Catalina 445 3-cabin, 2020 ................................... 323,609
42.5’ Catalina 425 3-cabin, 2020 ..................................  290,442 
38’ Catalina 385, 2020 .................................................... 238,000 
35’ Catalina 355, 2020 .................................................... 199,972 
31’ Catalina 315, 2020 .................................................... 141,025
Pre-Owned Catalina Yachts
47’ Catalina 470, 2009 .................................................... 279,900
47’ Catalina, 2000 ........................................................... 260,000
42’ Catalina, 425, 2018 ................................................... 410,000
42’ Catalina, 2006 .....................................................COMING SOON
42’ Catalina 42, 1996 ................................................SALE PENDING
36’ Catalina 36, 2000 ............................................................SOLD
35’ Catalina 355, 2014 .................................................... 169,900
34’ Catalina 34, 1988 ...........................................................SOLD
32’ Catalina 320, 1999 ...................................................... 59,900
30’ Catalina, 1985 .................................................................SOLD
28’ Catalina, 1991 ............................................................. 28,900
Pre-Owned Sailing Yachts 
37' Pearson, 1989 ............................................................ 46,500
20' Schock Harbor 20, 2012 ............................................ 25,900
Pre-Owned Power Yachts
37' Tiara 3700 Open, 1987 ............................................... 53,000
Pre-Owned Ranger Tugs
29' Ranger Tug 29, 2010 ......................................................SOLD
29' Ranger Tug 29, 2011 ................................................ 168,000
27' Ranger Tug 27, 2011 ................................................ 109,000
27' Ranger Tug 27, 2013 ................................................ 129,000

2011 Ranger Tug 29 SL $168,000

2009 Catalina 470  $279,900

2011 Ranger Tug 27 $109,0002014 Catalina 355  $169,900

1070 Marina Village Parkway, Alameda, CA 94501

http://www.faralloneyachts.com
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San Francisco's Yacht Brokers Since 1969 Northern California's exclusive agent

PLEASE VISIT our FuEL Dock AT GAShouSE coVE mArInA • oPEn 7 DAyS A wEEk

10 mArInA BLVD., SAn FrAncISco, cA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
social: @cityyachts  •  email: nick@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com

New Chris-Crafts offered in 

partnership with H&M Marine

2008 Protector 38 $210,0002000 Jeanneau 37  $68,000

1972 Cheoy Lee  $49,500

"INCA" 1973 S&S 45  $185,00

2005 Morris M36  $295,000

2012 SACS RIB $63,000 2011 Greenline Hybrid 33’  $195,000

1991 Eldredge-McInnis $195,000

1972 Cheoy Lee  $49,000

Reduced

2020 Chris-Craft Launch 27 2020 Chris-Craft Catalina 30 Chris-Craft Corsair 34  $300,866

NEW

Build It
Build It

In Stock

1981 Grand Banks 42 Classic  $175,000

SF Slip

2004 Riviera M470 $350,000

50ft SF Slip

Sold

Sold

1986 Boston Whaler 18  $20,900



CALENDAR

special guests arriving by boat. Dinner available at the club. 
Catherine, rearcommodore@cpyc.com.
 Dec. 21 — Winter Solstice.
 Dec. 22 — Hanukkah begins at sunset.
 Dec. 25 — Merry Christmas!
 Dec. 26 — Kwanzaa begins.
 Dec. 27 — Live R&B with Tommy D', fourth Friday nights, 
BVBC, San Francisco, 7:30 p.m. Members of reciprocal clubs 
welcome. No cover. Info, www.bvbc.org.
 Dec. 28 — Boarded! Pirate Adventure, Maritime Museum 
of San Diego. Includes a new Little Pirate Costume Contest. 
$25-$40. Info, www.sdmaritime.org.
 Jan. 1 — Happy New Year!
 Jan. 11-12 — SSS Emergency Rudder Race and cruise-in, 
Richmond YC. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.

Racing
 Dec. 7 — Fall Race. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
 Dec. 7 — Hot Rum III. SDYC, www.sdyc.org.
 Dec. 7 — Die Hard Regatta. HMBYC, www.hmbyc.org.
 Dec. 8, 22 — Coronado 15 Sailing & Racing. HMBYC, 
www.hmbyc.org.
 Dec. 14 — Santana 22 Team Racing & Holiday Party. SCYC, 
www.club.scyc.org.
 Jan. 1 — Brrr Rabbit. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
 Jan. 1 — Master Mariners race to & potluck at Point San 
Pablo YC, Richmond. Info, www.sfmastermariners.org.

Midwinter Series
 BENICIA YC — Frostbite Series: 12/7, 1/11, 2/8, 3/7. 
Dan, (707) 319-5706 or www.beniciayachtclub.org.
 BERKELEY YC — Midwinters: 12/14-15, 1/11-12, 2/8-9; 
Champion of Champions: 2/23. Chowder Series: every Sunday 
through March except when it conflicts with the above. Info, 
www.berkeleyyc.org.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.
 CORINTHIAN YC — Midwinters: 1/18-19 and 2/15-16. 
Info, www.cyc.org.
 COYOTE POINT YC — Winter Sails: 1/12, 1/26, 2/9, 
2/23, 3/8, 3/22. Info, (650) 347-6730 or www.cpyc.com.
 ENCINAL YC — Jack Frost Midwinters: 12/7, 1/4, 2/1, 
2/29. Info, www.encinal.org.
 GOLDEN GATE YC — Manuel Fagundes Seaweed Soup 
Regatta: 12/7, 1/4, 2/1, 3/7. Info, www.ggyc.com.
 ISLAND YC — Island Days: 12/08, 1/12, 2/9, 3/15. Info, 
www.iyc.org.
 KONOCTI BAY SC — OSIRs (Old Salts in Retirement) every 
Wednesday at noon, year round. Info, www.kbsail.org.
 LAKE MERRITT SC — Robinson Memorial Midwinters: 
12/14, 1/12, 2/8, 3/8. Gary, (510) 653-1743.
 MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Perry Cup for Mercurys: 
12/7, 1/4, 2/1. Info, www.mercury-sail.com.
 OAKLAND YC — Sunday Brunch Series: 1/5, 1/19, 2/2, 
2/16, 3/1, 3/15, 3/29. Info, www.oaklandyachtclub.net.
 RICHMOND YC — Small Boat Midwinters: 12/1, 1/5, 2/2, 
3/1. Info, www.richmondyc.org.
 SF MODEL YC — Victoria R/C races Wednesday afternoons, 
Spreckels Lake, Golden Gate Park. Info, www.sfmyc.org.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Midwinter Series: 12/21, 1/18, 2/15, 
3/21. Info, www.scyc.org.
 SANTA ROSA SC — Spring Lake Winter Series: 12/15, 
1/19, 2/16. Info, www.santarosasailingclub.org.
 SAUSALITO YC — Chili Midwinter Series: 12/1, 1/5, 2/2, 
3/1. RegattaPRO Winter One-Design Invitational: 11/9, 12/7, 
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Call Today!
Sausalito • 1-415-332-8001 
Alameda • 1-510-865-4700

www.ClubNautique.net

* Not combinable with other offers. Requires 1 year minimum Club 
Nautique membership (dues $82/month). 1 year US Sailing 
membership includes dues. Sea bag quantities are limited.

Give The Gift Of Sailing
Holiday Lesson Package
• Basic Keelboat Course (4-days)
• Basic Cruising Course (4-days)
• US Sailing Certifications
• US Sailing membership*
• Club Nautique membership*
• Graduation Guaranteed or repeat FREE! 
• Only $1,395! (Total Value Over $3,000!)

Graduates are certified to skipper up to a 
35’ sailing yacht like this Jeanneau 349!

Order by December 
22nd and get a 
FREE sea bag to 
put under the tree — 
an $89 value.*

Call Today!
Sausalito • 1-415-332-8001 
Alameda • 1-510-865-4700

www.ClubNautique.net

* Not combinable with other offers. Requires 1 year minimum Club 
Nautique membership (dues $82/month). 1 year US Sailing 
membership includes dues. Sea bag quantities are limited.

Give The Gift Of Sailing
Holiday Lesson Package
• Basic Keelboat Course (4-days)
• Basic Cruising Course (4-days)
• US Sailing Certifications
• US Sailing membership*
• Club Nautique membership*
• Graduation Guaranteed or repeat FREE! 
• Only $1,395! (Total Value Over $3,000!)

Graduates are certified to skipper up to a 
35’ sailing yacht like this Jeanneau 349!

Order by December 
22nd and get a 
FREE sea bag to 
put under the tree — 
an $89 value.*

http://https://www.clubnautique.net


SAIL CALIFORNIA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #108

Alameda, CA 94501

BOATS

Visit our website at 
www.SailCal.com

‘99 J Boats J/125  $309,000                                              

ON ORDER! J Boats J/112E

‘14 J Boats J/88  $119,900

ON ORDER! J Boats J/99

‘07 Columbia 32 $59,000

‘89 IACC ITA-1 75’  $269,000

Alameda Offi ce
(510) 523-8500

‘99 Farr 40  $79,900‘96 X Yachts IMX38  $74,900

Join the J Boats J/88 Fleet!

‘86 Custom 52 $89,000

‘11 J Boats J/111  $199,900 ‘97 J Boats J/105  $79,900

‘85 Passport 40  $114,900‘07 Custom RP 45  $345,000

NEW J BOAT DEALERSHIPS LAUNCH 
ACROSS CALIFORNIA! 

SAIL CALIFORNIA HAS PARTNERED WITH J WORLD SAILING 
SCHOOL TO OFFER YOU NEW J BOATS ACROSS ALL OF CALIFORNIA.

‘05 Beneteau 423 $149,900 ‘06 Transpac 52 $249,000

‘01 J Boats J/105  $74,900

‘04 Leopard 47  $299,000

J World / Sail California San Diego
Wayne Zittel

(619) 224-4774

Sail California Long Beach
Stan Gibbs

(562) 335-7969

Sail California Northern California 
Norman Davant
(510) 523-8505

Better Sailboats for 
People Who Love Sailing

2 
Available
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1/11, 2/8. Info, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Winter Series: 12/7, 1/11, 2/8, 3/14. Red-
wood Cup: 12/14, 1/18, 2/22, 3/28. Info, www.sequoiayc.org.
 SOUTH BEACH YC — It Ain't Over till It's Over: 12/21, 
1/18, 2/15, 3/21. Info, www.southbeachyachtclub.org.
 TIBURON YC — Bob & Esther Mott Midwinter Series: 12/7, 
1/11, 2/8, 3/7. Info, www.tyc.org.
 VALLEJO YC — Tiny Robbins Midwinter Series: 12/7, 1/4, 
2/1, 3/7. Info, www.vyc.org.

In the Tropics
 December 5 — Panama Posse rally from Mexico to Panama 
starts. Info, www.panamaposse.com.
 Jan. 22-25 — Fort Lauderdale to Key West Race. SORC, 
www.keywestrace.org.
 Jan. 26-31 — Grenada Sailing Week. Grenada Sailing As-
sociation, www.grenadasailingweek.com.
 Jan. 30-Feb. 2 — Zihua Sailfest, Zihuatanejo, Mexico. 
Fundraiser for kids' education. Info, www.porlosninos.com.
 Feb. 3-9 — Antigua Superyacht Challenge. Antigua YC, 
www.superyachtchallengeantigua.com.
 Feb. 14-16 — Caribbean Multihull Challenge, Sint 
Maarten. Info, www.smyc.com/caribbean-multihull-challenge.
 Feb. 15-22 — Barra de Navidad Cruise-in Week & Fiesta 
Mexicana, Barra de Navidad, Mexico. Pat, (916) 458-1882 or 
cruisingnotes@yahoo.com.
 Feb. 21-23 — Caribbean Foiling Championships for leisure 
and pro kite/windsurf foilers, Orient Bay, St. Martin. Info, 
www.caribbeanfoiling.com.
 Feb. 24-28 — RORC Caribbean 600, with starts and fin-
ishes in Antigua. Info, www.caribbean600.rorc.org.
 Mar. 5-8 — St. Maarten Heineken Regatta. World-class 
racing. St. Maarten YC, www.heinekenregatta.com.
 Mar. 5-13 — San Diego to Puerto Vallarta Race, 1,000 
miles. Followed by MEXORC. SDYC, www.pvrace.com.
 Mar. 13-15 — St. Croix International Regatta. St. Croix 
YC, www.stcroixyc.com.
 Mar. 13-18 — The Centennial MEXORC, Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico. Info, www.mexorc.com.mx.
 Mar. 19-22 — St. Barths Bucket Regatta. St. Barth YC, 
www.bucketregattas.com/stbarths.
 Mar. 24-28 — Banderas Bay Regatta. Friendly racing for 
cruisers in Mexico. Info, www.banderasbayregatta.com.
 Mar. 26-29 — St. Thomas International Regatta in USVI. 
St. Thomas YC, www.stthomasinternationalregatta.com.
 Mar. 30-Apr. 5 — BVI Spring Regatta & Sailing Festival. 
Royal BVI YC, www.bvispringregatta.org.
 Apr. 1-7 — Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta. Antigua YC, 
www.antiguaclassics.com.
 Apr. 8-13 — Bequia Easter Regatta, Windward Islands. 
Bequia Sailing Club, www.bequiaregatta.com.
 Apr. 19-25 — Les Voiles de St. Barth. St. Barth YC, www.
lesvoilesdesaintbarth.com.
 Apr. 24-26 — Newport to Ensenada Race. NOSA, www.
nosa.org.
 April 25-May 2 — Conch Republic Cup/Key West Cuba 
Race Week. Info, www.conchrepubliccup.org.
 Apr. 28-May 3 — Antigua Sailing Week. Antigua Sailing 
Association, www.sailingweek.com.
 May 5-9 — Tahiti Pearl Regatta. International fleet racing. 
Info, www.tahitipearlregatta.com.
 May 6 — Antigua Bermuda Race starts. Royal Bermuda 
YC, www.antiguabermuda.com.
 May 28 — Transpac Tahiti Race starts from Los Angeles. 
Transpac YC, www.transpac-tahiti.com.
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WHALE  POINT  
MARINE & HARDWARE CO.

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS

SPECIALS
Also check out the items
on our special sale table

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988

Mon-Sat: 8:30am-5pm, Closed Sundays  •  FAX 510-233-1989
whalepointmarine@yahoo.com • www.WhalePointMarine.com

FORCE 10
3 Burner
Propane
Stove

Model 63351
3-burner
NOW $139900

Model 63251: 2-burners 
NOW $129900 

ORION 544 Alert/
Locate Deluxe Flare Kit
Comes complete 
with flare gun, 
flares, whistle, 
flag, info CD... 
all in a waterproof 
case.

List $149.99
Now $12999

ROPE CUTTING 
GUN

NOW $3999

Extra Blade: $799

PORTA POTTI
Portable Toilet

Model 135
Two piece 
fresh water
toilet. 2.6 gal 
holding tank 
detaches for  
easy emptying. 
List 101.99
Now $8999

WINCHESTER
Multi-Tool

12 different functions
NOW $1999

SEA-DOG COWL VENTS
Fits standard snap in deck plates.

Standard Low Profile
3” $3999 3” $3900

4” $4999 4” $4999

3M 5200 
ADHESIVE 
SEALANT

White
#0650 
$1499

CRESCENT 148 Piece 
Toolset

Great set 
to keep on 
your boat!

NOW $9999

Less than ¢80 per tool! Includes case.

http://http://whalepointmarine.com
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DUFOUR 520 GRAND LARGE

DUFOUR 460 GRAND LARGE
LOA 46'4" | BEAM 14'7" | DRAFT 7'2"  

DUFOUR 412 GRAND LARGE
LOA 41'7" | BEAM 13'7" | DRAFT 6'8" 

DUFOUR 390 GRAND LARGE
LOA 39' | BEAM 13'1" | DRAFT 6'4" 

DUFOUR EXCLUSIVE 56
LOA 56'3" | BEAM 16'6" | DRAFT 8'2" 

DUFOUR 360 GRAND LARGE
LOA 35'2" | BEAM 11'6" | DRAFT 6'2" 

DUFOUR 310 GRAND LARGE
LOA 31'7" | BEAM 10'8" | DRAFT 6'2" 

Newport Beach
San Diego 

Marina Del Rey
Long Beach

San Francisco

949.791.4220
619.822.2715
310.821.5883
562.594.9716
510.981.2021

LOA 49'9" | BEAM 15' 7" | DRAFT 7'5"

DenisonYachting.com
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date/day slack max slack max
12/07Sat  0018/2.1E 0336  0618/2.1F
 0912  1242/3.0E 1712 1912/1.4F
 2206 
12/08Sun  0054/2.1E 0412  0654/2.1F
 0936  1306/3.3E 1748 2000/1.8F
 2300 
12/14Sat 0254 0524/2.0E 0818  1106/2.0F
 1306  1648/4.3E 2118 
12/15Sun  0018/2.8F 0336  0612/1.9E
 0912  1154/1.9F 1354 1736/4.2E
 2206 
12/21Sat 0230 0518/2.5F 0806  1148/3.5E
 1612  1830/2.2F 2124 
12/22Sun  0012/2.5E 0324  0612/2.6F
 0854  1236/3.9E 1706 1930/2.7F
 2230 
12/24Tue  0206/2.5E 0506  0748/2.7F
 1024  1406/4.3E 1842 2118/3.3F
12/25Wed 0024 0300/2.5E 0600  0836/2.6F
 1106  1454/4.3E 1930 2206/3.4F
12/28Sat 0254 0530/2.5E 0842  1106/2.1F
 1324  1712/3.7E 2148  
12/29Sun  0024/3.0F 0342  0618/2.4E
 0936  1154/1.8F 1406 1800/3.5E
 2230  
12/31Tue  0148/2.5F 0506  0754/2.2E
 1136  1336/1.2F 1530 1936/2.8E
 2348 
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 June 27 — Singlehanded Transpacific Yacht Race starts 
in Tiburon, bound for Kauai. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
 June 29-July 3 — Pacific Cup starts. San Francisco to 
Oahu. Info, https://2020.pacificcup.org.
 July 3-6 — Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendez-vous, with Lati-
tude 38. Info, www.tahiti-moorea-sailing-rdv.com.
 July 10-17 — Vic-Maui starts. Victoria, BC, to Lahaina, 
Maui. Info, www.vicmaui.org.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill 
Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that are either free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.

December Weekend Currents
Predictions for San Francisco Bay Entrance Outside Golden Gate

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
12/07Sat 0117/1.6 0801/5.6 1437/1.0 2052/4.1
12/08Sun 0159/1.9 0831/5.8 1513/0.5 2147/4.3
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
12/14Sat 0141/4.9 0601/3.1 1204/6.3 1857/-1.1
12/15Sun 0229/4.9 0653/3.1 1251/6.1 1944/-0.9
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
12/21Sat 0024/1.3 0719/6.2 1354/0.5 2018/4.3
12/21Sun 0120/1.7 0802/6.5 1445/-0.2 2128/4.5
12/24Tue 0304/2.4 0926/6.8 1617/-1.0 2323/4.9
12/25Wed 0354/2.7 1007/6.8 1659/-1.1 
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
12/28Sat 0142/5.1 0617/3.0 1208/6.1 1859/-0.7
12/29Sun 0224/5.0 0706/3.1 1248/5.7 1939/-0.4
12/31Tue 0345/4.9 0859/3.0 1418/4.8 2102/0.4

December Weekend Tides
Predictions for Station 9414290, San Francisco (Golden Gate)

Attention 
Cruisers!

mexiCAn
liAbility

insurAnCe 
online

Mariners Quote: 

'To young men contemplating a voyage  
I'd say go," Joshua Slocum 

Insuring Personal/ 
Commercial Vessels,  
Marinas & Shipyards  
World Wide

From California 
to Maine  
Alaska to Florida

Retail and  
Wholesale Divisions

Contact us for a quote at 
800-992-4443  

or 800-639-0002 
www.marinersins.com

San Diego, CA
 Newport Beach, CA 

 Bradenton, FL

Since 1959

Ins. Lic. #0D36887

www.marinersins.com


2017 Bavaria Virtess 420 Flybridge   
$597,000

1999 J BOATS J/46 BOLERO   
$320,000

bespoke brokerage & yacht sales  
2614 Shelter Island Dr. Suite A  |  San Diego, CA. 92106  |  619 222 9899  |  JeffBrownYachts.com

Join Our Team.  We’re growing and looking for help in Sales & Service.

F E AT U R E D  L I S T I N G S

[ R E D E F I N I N G ]

[ P O W E R F U L ]

[ S U B L I M E ]

2007 J BOATS J/122 TKO  
$264,000

2006 J BOATS J/65 GOODCALL
$1,475,000
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⇑⇓ QUICK WORDS OF PRAISE FOR RANDALL REEVES
 Well done, Randall. I enjoyed following your adventures 
and the stories.
 Jerry L. McNeil 

 Impressive! Welcome back!
Memo Gidley

Basic Instinct, Elliott 1050
Sausalito

 Welcome home! You are so inspiring. I wish I had been there 
with the flotilla to greet you! Our best from Friday Harbor [in 
the San Juan Islands, Washington] and SV Spring Fever.

Sherri Wilkinson 
Spring Fever, Morgan 382 

Friday Harbor, WA
 
 Oh, he used lazy jacks, easy as pie to do that Figure 8 
circumnavigation with those installed.

Ibrahim Sargin
 
 How did he make out without a watermaker? 

Kevin Joseph McKinnon

 Kevin — Tanks, rationing, and catching rain when possible. 

 I would love to see the write-up on the human side of 
things, and I also would love a deep dive on his equipment/
electronics, what worked, and what did not.

Chad Hedstrom
Spartan, J/105
 San Francisco

 
 Thank you for the fine article on the Figure 8 in the No-
vember issue of Latitude 38. It's very much appreciated, and 
thank you for taking such care in your writing. Of all the 
press I've gotten so far, yours is the best work. 

Randall Reeves
Moli, 45-ft Aluminum Dubbel & Jesse sloop

Richmond

⇑⇓ THE LASTING GREATNESS OF THE EXPRESS 37 FLEET
 As a former owner/partner of the Express 37 G.U. 

Page 18  •  Latitude 38  •  December, 2019

LA
TI

TU
D

E 
/ T

IM

Randall Reeves, his wife Joanna Bloor and an auspicious rainbow at 
the Sausalito Yacht Club on October 19.

www.southbeachharbor.com



Full Page Bleed Ad: 9.125" wide x 11.625" high 

Image area: 7 1/2” x 10” 

Full Page Bleed Ad: 9.125" wide x 11.625" high 

Image area: 7 1/2” x 10” 

50% off haul out with purchase of bottom 
painting package, and a $100 gift card to 

Now through January 31st, 2020.

310 West Cutting Blvd., Richmond, CA • 1-510-237-0140 • sbm.baymaritime.com

Limited to vessels 69’ or under. 
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(Geographically Undesirable), now Elan, I have great memo-
ries of the many one-design races and ocean series, and a 
Pacific Cup on the 37. Our mentor, Carl Schumacher, and 
fleet captain Glenn Isaacson provided a very stable program 
that has continued all these years. It's probably one of the 
strongest, most durable fleets on the Bay. Congrats to the 
whole fleet and crew.

Chuck Cunningham
St. Francis YC

 Readers — Chuck was referring to an October 9 'Lectronic 
Latitude about the Express 37 Nationals hosted by Berkeley 
Yacht Club on October 4-6.

⇑⇓ THANKS. IT'S BEEN FUN
 It has, so far, been a pleasure and huge learning 
curve racing offshore, random and buoy racing as well. 
I was fortunate to acquire Limitless (originally Secret of 
Nimh) in 2015, Pacific Cup 2016 and proven coastal/
offshore thoroughbred. We look forward to next year and 
maybe another Pac Cup is in store for Limitless and crew.

Shawn Ivie
Limitless, Express 37

San Pedro

⇑⇓ AS GOOD AS IT GETS 
 Hard to think of a nicer weekend for sailboat racing 
[October 19-20]. The Berkeley Yacht Club hosted the YRA 
season-closing regatta as well, punctuated with an amazing 
Oktoberfest feast Saturday night. A huge shout-out to the 
BYC members who put on one helluva party.

Kirk Denebeim
Mirthmaker, Archambault 35. 

Sausalito

 Nation — Kirk was referring to an October 23 'Lectronic, 
As Good As It Gets, about that weekend's dreamy conditions 
for the Leukemia Cup. "The breeze was a pleasant 12 knots. 
A mellow flood and warm air made for easy, flat-water rac-
ing." Autumn in California can be a lovely time to sail, so 
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The crew of 'Limitless', left to right, back row: Will Paxton, Tim Anto, 
Aisling Power, Shawn Ivie, Jenny Thomson, Duke Urch. Front row: 
Angie Liebert, Collette Meyers, Bill Blazer. Not pictured: Aidan Mobley.
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If you love boating,
this is your place.

1030 Marina Village Parkway  •  Alameda, California  94501  •  510 521-0905
www.marinavillageharbor.com

Welcoming.  Serene.  Convenient.

Perfect.

Proud Sponsor

Visit the Oakland  
Lighted Yacht Parade

Saturday, Dec. 7
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Call (510) 521-1327 for special mfg. introductory pricing & to schedule a private showing.

Blue Jacket 40

Bali 4.1 Catamaran

Bavaria C45

Bavaria Cruiser 41

Island Packet 379

Bavaria Cruiser 34

ONORDER

JUST
ARRIVED

New Boat Lines! New Models! Low Interest Rates! A Great Time to Buy a Boat!

IT’S TRUE. LIFE IS JUST BETTER WITH A BOAT! 

Now Hiring! Sales positions available at our Marina del Rey office.

Alameda:  (510) 521-1327 
Sausalito: (443) 454-2275
San Diego:  (619) 681-0633
Marina del Rey: (310) 821-8300 CruisingYachts.net

LIFE IS JUST BETTER WITH A BOAT!
CRUISING YACHTS WISHES YOU A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

‘04 Hunter 36 $99,900 ‘81 Islander 36 $39,250

‘06 Jeanneau 49DS  $299,900

‘11 Ranger 27  $110,000‘85 Hans Christian 33 $95,000‘06 Catalina 34  $99,900 ‘13 Sparkman 30 $99,950

‘01 Caliber 40 $179,500

‘97 Jeanneau 45.1 $94,500

‘12 Tartan 4000 $425,000

‘92 Catalina 42  $99,500

‘96 Hunter 37.5 $95,000

sistership

‘96 Custom McGuire 23  $59,950

Elan Impression 45 - $349,000 ‘93 Hunter 42 $109,000

sistership

SOLD

SOLD

CruisingYachts.netCruisingYachts.netCruisingYachts.netCruisingYachts.netCruisingYachts.net



LETTERS

long as the entire state isn't burning down or without power.

⇑⇓ BELATED CONGRATS FOR A BELATED ARRIVAL
 Congratulations to Stephen Ashley and crew of Onde Amo! 
My first experience following the Transpac race was watching 
the starts, and being a greeter volunteer to two out-of-town 
entries for host Shoreline Yacht Club. Your efforts and ac-
complishments for 2019 are extraordinary! Thank you so 
much for sharing.

Linda White
 
 Readers — Linda was taking it back to an August 2 
'Lectronic Latitude, where the Shoreline YC-flagged Onde Amo 
was forced to withdraw from the Transpac less than 188 miles 
from Diamond Head. The Beneteau First 40.7 lost the rudder. 
They didn't lose their 
steering, mind you. 
They lost their entire 
rudder. After some 
harrowing motoring 
and towing, the boat 
finally made it into 
Honolulu after 2,250 
miles and 14 days. 

⇑⇓ CLOSE CALLS 
BREED BRAZEN 
SAILORS
 That 's how to 
practice! Our team 
would push the lim-
its with no marshal 
to protest. We did 
the same type of 
practice on the San 
Francisco shoreline 
near Crissy Field, 
to see how far we 
could drive it and 
flop, without stick-
ing it!

Garritt Darling

 Readers — We 
posted this video on 
our Facebook page of 
a boat (its breed not 
clear to us from the grainy video) tacking at the last nail-biting 
and possible moment in front of what appeared to be a mark-

set RIB. 

⇑⇓ THE PRONTO 
II SAGA
 I was an owner 
of Pronto II circa 
1976. We found 
her in a harbor in 
L.A, sinking lower 
each month. We 
trucked her up 
101 to a shipyard 
in Santa Barbara, 
stripped the in-
terior to a basic 
mode, replaced 
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The remains of 'Pronto II' in Sausalito in late 
October.
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At Alameda Marina, 
experience the excitement of

boating on the San Francisco Bay, 
while enjoying the comforts of a 

marina in a protected location along 
the Oakland/Alameda Estuary. 

Paul Houtz, Harbormaster 
510-521-1133

www.alamedamarina.net
info@alamedamarina.net

1815 Clement Ave
Alameda, CA 94501

• Slips available 24’ to 40’ 
• Covered slips 32’ to 44’
• End ties 45’to 75’
• Plenty of free parking
• Competitive rates

We offer convenient access to a wide 
range of marine services, riggers,
sailmakers and yacht clubs in a 

convenient location.

!
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Mōli,

Randall Reeves with  
Full Batten Mainsail,  
125% Genoa and Solent Jib
Photo Courtesy 
tim henry/Latitude 38

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro  (800) 883-7245  (415) 332-4104  Fax (415) 332-0943

www.hood-sails.com   hoodsails@aol.com

The FinesT sails Begin 
wiTh The BesT sailcloTh

Great Job Randall on the Figure Eight   
Voyage. Sixty thousand miles in the 
world's toughest  oceans  with  Hood Sails.

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth 
performs like the laminates with the  
durability of Dacron®, especially in roller 
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® 
is lighter, lower stretch, and retains 
its shape over a longer life than any 
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruis-
ing sailors. That's because Hood 
Vectran® is woven, not laminated 
to Mylar® film. And you can be 
sure that each sail we roll out 
is built by hand, with the same 
care and craftsmanship that has 
been the Hood hallmark for 50 
years. To discuss your sailcloth 
needs – whether our state-of-
the-art Vectran® or our soft, 
tight-weave Dacron® – give 
us a call today.

  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Free Pickup & Delivery

http://www.hood-sails.com
http://www.hood-sails.com
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many original hull 2×4s and ribs, recaulked and painted. 
 Pronto II was sailed to Sausalito in Marin County, where 
the then owner lived aboard.

James Cooper

 James — Thanks for this. Sadly, Pronto II was crushed in 
late October. After an outpouring of concern from our readers, 
the miracle that might have saved her never materialized.

⇑⇓ THE REED BOAT EXPEDITION
 Jin [Ishikawa] came to me and wanted to do an indig-
enous collaboration. He came to my tribe where we have a 

tule boat race 
once a year 
with local na-
t ive tr ibes. 
T h a t  w a s 
three years 
a g o .  T w o 
weeks ago we 
harvested our 
first bundle of 
all-native Cal-
ifornia tules. 
I will be going 
with him and 
working with 
him on har-
vesting tule 

from local Northern California tribes for the good medicine 
they will give us for this journey and to bring as many native 
tribes on this historic indigenous collaboration. I feel honored 
to be a part of this.

 Joseph Weber

 Readers — Joseph is referring to a July 18, 2018, 'Lectronic 
about Captain Jin Ishikawa's Reed Boat Expedition. This is not 
his first foray into reed-boat construction. In 1998-99, Ishikawa 
was part of a team of 10 people from seven countries who 
built a 100-ft reed boat in Arica, Chile. The crew "sailed" to the 
Marquesas over 88 days and almost 5,000 miles. While the reed 
boats have sails, they travel in a type of controlled drift — not 
unlike Thor Heyerdahl's Kon-Tiki expedition. When asked about 
Heyerdahl at Spaulding a few summers ago, Ishikawa said, 
"Ah, Thor. He is the master. He is my Yoda, my Obi Wan Kenobi."

⇑⇓ THE END-
L E S S  A C 7 5 
DEBATE
 For the AC, 
I  d o n ' t  s e e 
why  honk in ' 
big monohulls 
wi thout  fo i ls 
w o u l d n ' t  b e 
equally exciting 
as Martian pray-
ing-mantis con-
traptions that go 
highway speeds, 
but not as fast 
as a Prius. How 
about eight crew 
members on tra-
pezes — let's see 
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Captain Jin Ishikawa has been on some epic adven-
tures, including sailing aboard the 100-ft 'Mata Rangi', 
which traveled from Chile to the Marquesas in 1999.
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The Ocean Race has plenty of fully planing, big-ass 
monohulls. No, they don't foil, but they do charge into 
big seas carrying absurd amounts of sail, and they're 
tons of fun to watch. Foiling is cool, and speed is cool, 
but if we're having a regatta featuring the best sailors 
in the world, then we think the sailing should include 
all conditions, and not just flat water.

 ALAMEDA, CA
WWW.FORTMAN.COM  

(510) 522-9080

HAPPY

HOLIDAYS

BEST VALUE ON THE BAY

ENJOY 2020 
AT YOUR  

NEW MARINA

      
      

      
     P

ROTECTED

      
      

      
     E

ASY ACCESS

Now Available

60' SLIP
Prime Waterfront 

Real Estate!



Your full service boat yard.

Gallery  |  Links |  Green YardHome  |  Services  |  Rates

(510) 521-6100 • Fax (510) 521-3684

2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   ThE ONLy BOAT yARd IN ALAmEdA   ~

• Prop and Shaft Work

• Mast & Rigging Repair

• Fiberglass & Blister Repair

• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel Engine Service
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the pros tack that! When it blows, monos would go 25 knots, 
and I think the boat-to-boat stuff would be closer and bolder 
and the whole contest more like yachting and less like NAS-
CAR. Hey, Formula One de-tuned their cars — the drivers 
liked it better and so did the fans. Speed sells, but it's relative. 
True, the 12-Meters were like watching paint dry. But we've 
had exciting trapeze dinghies for years, and if a 70-ft version 
wouldn't be advertiser-worthy TV, I'm a cactus.

Christian Williams

 Christian — You bring up a good point. Since the America's 
Cup went to foils, we have seen some exceptional speeds — but, 
as you said, it's relative. As Max Ebb wrote last month, "Even 
at 30 knots, watching other people sail is still like watching 
grass grow." 

⇑⇓ FACEBOOK FAKE NEWS FAKES OUT OUR FAV FANS
 On November 1, we posted a story titled Mark Zuckerberg 
Plans Open-Ended Cruise in Mexico under our Three Sheets 
to the Wind section, which is devoted to fabricated stories. 
The 'article' got a lot of play on social media, including — not 
un-ironically — on Facebook. 

 Thank God this was a BS story. Otherwise, I would have to 
sail away from where I am in Mexico if Zuckerberg comes here. 

Mark Anderson

 Hah, this is great! I smelled a rat at the mention of an 
Islander 36 — a regular-Joe boat. There's nothing regular 
about our ol' Zuck.
 Ros de Vries

The Sunken Hat, J/24
San Francisco

 
   In other news, 
the FTC has an-
nounced the ar-
rest of Latitude 
38 Publisher 
John Ar ndt , 
who is alleged 
to have been ex-
ecuting a ver-
sion of "pump 
and dump." Au-
thorities claim 
Arndt secretly 
acquired sev-
eral early-'70s 
built "Islander 
36" sailboats 

from the "Classy Classified" section of the publication he runs 
from "motivated sellers" in 2018 and 2019. Arndt is said to 
have fabricated a story about Facebook founder Mark Zuck-
erberg's buying the same type of vessel and sailing it with his 
family to Mexico like cool, normal people do. They say Arndt 
published it to drive the price of Islander 36 boats higher. 
Former publisher Richard Spindler commented: "Sounds like 
something John would do."

Captain Barry Demak
Whale Tale Marine LLC

Oakland

 He's not actually a bad guy, sorry to say.
John Speck
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We mused that Zuckerberg, his wife and two daugh-
ters were headed to Isla San Francisco in the Sea 
of Cortez.
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2021 AlAskA PAcker PlAce, AlAmedA, cA 94501

Dominic Marchal • (510) 239-5050
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(510)
521-7027
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Sat/Sun by appt.
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	 	Booms
	  Running rigging
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	 	Standing rigging
	 	Deck hardware
	 	Upgrades
	 	Leisure Furl

Rigging Specialists
Hansen Rigging 
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 The Zuckerberg piece was excellent. I was taken in the 
first time I read it to the point that I intended to make refer-
ence to it in my journal. I do not use Facebook or any other 
social media — they are not a way I want to communicate. 
But I found myself impressed by a very un-billionare choice 
of boat. I should have become suspicious at the navigating 
with a sextant. My congratulations to whoever wrote it.

Webb Chiles
Gannet, Moore 24

Currently in San Diego

 Readers — Like most fiction, our Zuckerberg story was just 
us imagining an alternative universe — and also a bit of an 
experiment. There's lots of debate about the impact of 'fake 
news'. One thing we discovered in posting our own Zucker-
berg fake news is that it received higher-than-normal traffic. 
A pretty quick conclusion for us is that, if we want to increase 
our online readership and improve the business model, we 
ought to increase the amount of fake news we spread. It's a 
perverse relationship that creates poor incentives for journal-
ism. It became clearer why some companies would not want 
to eliminate fake news from their websites. 
 To John Speck, there wasn't any commentary about whether 
Mark Zuckerberg was a nice guy. We were just imagining a 
world where Facebook's CEO wanted to live a simpler life and 
get away from it all. 

⇑⇓ SETTING A COURSE THROUGH THE WEBB
 Webb Chiles, we met forty years ago on my Swan with Gene 
T. You became my hero and remain so. My life at sea became 
my livelihood, working up the ladder to master unlimited. 
That meeting with you set a course for my voyage through 
life. Thank you!

Captain David Hare

⇑⇓ SMILE FOOL, AND SAIL ON
 As Webb wrote in one of his books, "Smile fool, and sail 
on." Or to paraphrase; when it all turns to sh*t, push on. 

David Bailey

⇑⇓ WHERE TO DOCK IN SAN DIEGO? 
 Not sure if it goes under another name, but the Police Dock 
is another option. Showers, reasonable rate, book online, not 
secured, has an odd group of characters and their boats there, 
but we had no issues of any kind while there waiting to join 
the Baja Ha-Ha. It actually is an excellent spot to enter into 
the group of vessels leaving and be one of the beginning ones.

Sheila Mckinnon
Good Rain, Pearson 365 ketch

Nanaimo, BC

⇑⇓ WHAT'S SAILING MISSING? KIDS!
 It's time to put the fun back into the sport we love. An-
nouncing More Kids On Sailboats. 
 What is it? We don't know for sure, but we do know it's a 
collection of parents, kids and friends who want to see this 
sport grow again. Give kids the opportunities to learn sailing, 
just like we did. We have elected to launch and make YouTube 
our foundation. Please subscribe to help this grow. We will 
start by posting videos and fun content and use social and 
traditional media to share our adventures. We even had a 
printed newspaper article written about us this summer — 
now that's old-school. 
 We cannot do this alone — if you have a video and want 
to contribute your sailing story let's talk. Share, take some 
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videos, pick some cool songs 
and grow the sport of sail-
ing. #MoreKidsOnSailboats. 
Link: www.youtube.com/ 
morekidsonsailboats.

Brett Langolf
Knee Deep, J/34 

Sandusky Bay, OH

⇑⇓ LATITUDE NATION IS 
WHERE THE HEART IS
 I just dropped off some cop-
ies of the October Latitude 38 
at the Taina Marina in Tahiti!

Ann Krieg

⇑⇓ LATITUDE 38 AT 
LATITUDE 37
 I thought I'd share 
a photo from our vaca-
tion sailing the Greek 
Islands. This is me on 
the sand bar on Kithnos 
in the Cyclades.

Dale Land

  Dale and Ann — We 
can't begin to tell you 
how much we love get-
ting these kinds of pho-
tos. Thanks for sending 
them, and keep sailing!

⇑⇓ A COMMENT ABOUT DRINKING AND SAILING 
 Not all people who sail also drink. Promoting it is something 
I certainly have an issue with. Teaching the kids to be messed 
up on the roller coaster of consciousness is bad policy. If a 
boat was sinking or a child fell off nearby, would you, (as a 
drunk), be prepared to answer the call? Because it has been 
proven that many people drown while swimming on alcohol 
because the equilibrium is thrown off. Not to mention, they're 
also more likely to take a fall. Exposure to the skipper and 
vessel owners in libel is already a precedence. 

Will Leroy

 Will — Thanks for bringing this up. (Will commented on a 
Facebook photo from the Baja Ha-Ha in which several sailors 
have beers in their hands. We have decided not to post that 
photo here, because we don't want to drag a bunch of beer-
drinking bystanders into a debate that got a little intense on 
social media.) To be honest, we've kind of been waiting for 
someone to call out the drinking-while-sailing culture that can 
be pervasive in this magazine. (It depends, we suppose, on 
who's writing in Latitude's 'editorial we' voice.) To be sure, 
we love the idea of libations while on the water — a cold beer 
as the rail's down in a warm fall breeze, a glass of red on a 
windless winter day, etc. Call us cheesy, but there's something 
romantic about it. It would be something of an understatement 
to say that alcohol has long been tied to sailing culture. 
 It is, of course, a slippery slope. Drinking while sailing is 
full of the same pitfalls as drinking and driving. Perhaps we're 
lured into thinking it's OK to catch a buzz, because everything's 
moving so slowly (until it's not). For all the safety issues that 
the Latitude Nation hammers on — such as wearing PFDs, be-
ing properly trained, practicing MOBs, having the right safety 
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Dale Land in Greece with a 'Latitude' shirt.
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415•332•2509

Sure  Marine  Service

Shop Online: www.suremarineservice.com

At home comfort on the water!
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at
Sure Marine Service

Can Extend your Cruising Season!

Sure Marine Service, Inc.

(800) 562-7797 or (206) 784-9903

5320 28th Ave. N.W.
Seattle, WA 98107
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gear, etc. — you're the first person, Will, to say anything about 
drinking. Romance and culture aside, we take drinking and 
sailing with all due seriousness.
 With that said, we think you are looking at drinking in 
a somewhat myopic way. First of all, as much as we might 
indulge in our own lives, we weren't 'promoting' drinking 
any more than we were promoting the brand of sunglasses 
people were wearing, the type of gear on the boat, etc. (Our 
libertarian roots lead us to abhor judging other people or 
commenting about what they should or shouldn't do in their 
lives.) We were — and will continue — promoting sailing and 
sailors of all stripes. We consider any and everyone under 
our West Coast umbrella to be part of the Nation. We don't 
agree with the blanket statement that alcohol inevitably leads 
to consciouslessness, nor call everyone who's been drinking 
drunk (or a drunk). But with that said about that which was 
said, we won't try to say that there are no inherent dangers 
from the most inherent of vices. Drinking is a serious thing 
and must be moderated accordingly.

⇑⇓ LIVING VICARI-
OUSLY THROUGH 
THE BAJA HA-HA
 I'm glad everyone is 
having a ball on this 
year's Ha-Ha. Richard 
[Spindler] anchored 
right behind me in 
Turtle Bay back in 
2014. I had bought a 
sailboat in San Carlos 
Nuevo Guaymas six 
months before and 
singlehanded it back 
to Ventura, and was in 
Turtle Bay when the 
fleet came through. 
That was lots of fun. 
Although I quit drink-
ing three years before, 
I heard that after the 
Ha-Ha left TB, there 
was not one drop of 
beer left!

Mark Anderson

⇑⇓ ANYONE NEED CREW FOR THE NEXT HA-HA? 
 Man oh man, I wish I were with the fleet! I've done two 
Ha-Ha's and I need more. If anyone needs an old but very 
experienced hand for next year's, please let me know.

Barry Foster
Tillie, Hans Christian 38T 

San Diego

 Barry — Sorry, man, but if we hear about a boat looking 
for crew, we're taking that spot for ourselves. LOL. 

⇑⇓ CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME
 Club Cruceros of La Paz congratulates all the sailors for 
taking their first steps into the wonder of the Baja. We're 
waiting for you in the city of peace, and invite you to join 
Club Cruceros!

Teri Hagen, Commodore, Club Cruceros
M/Y Content

La Paz
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Were you at home or on your computer while 
a good chunk of the 'Latitude Nation' was 
cruising down the coast of Baja California? 
Well, Ha Ha! Baja Ha-Ha, to be exact!

69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY • SAUSALITO, CA  94965
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

415-332-5478
www.listmarine.com

SAUSALITO

• Full service  
engine shop
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RESTAURANT
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⇑⇓ THE HOLY TRIN-
ITY OF HIGH-SPEED 
PASSES
 I have been blessed 
with numerous bril-
liant sailing experi-
ences on S.F. Bay — truly, my cup runneth over. I have 
learned: "A sailor makes the passage — not the vessel, nor 

weather, nor sea." I 
have absorbed much 
and have o f fered 
much — you see.  
 This, I wish to 
share: The Holy Trini-
ty of High-Speed Pass-
es — Hydroptere [top 
photo; shot through 
a dodger], 2012 (dis-
tance of one to two 
boatlengths at 30+ 
knots); AC 72 [middle 

photo], 2013 (distance of two meters at 35+ knots); SailGP 50 
[bottom photo], 2019 
(distance of 3-4 boat-
lengths at 25 knots).
 Warships of the 
past were referred to 
as "Ships of the Line." 
The mariner's desire 
to be "on the line" 
flows from father to 
son, and so on. It is 
there, however, and 
wherever it is for you, mariners' cups are filled. 

Jake Goza

⇑⇓ WHAT WEATHER-ROUTING SERVICES DO YOU USE TO 
PLAN COASTAL TRIPS?
 Thanks for this excellent article [from a November 8 
'Lectronic]! I learned that there is a free version of Predict 
Wind. We use Windy for wind, gusts, swells and waves. We 
use NOAA for the macro prediction and its availability a fair 
distance offshore if your VHF antenna is at the top of the 
mast. For longer passages, we use Rick Shema of www.
weatherguy.com to give us predeparture weather windows 
(especially important going north). Underway, we use Garmin 
inReach marine weather, which we've found to be excellent.

Tim Dick
Malolo, Lagoon 42

San Francisco/Mexico

⇑⇓ THINKING OUTSIDE THE WEATHER-APP BOX
 None of the above would be the best response. The National 
Weather Service, or NWS, dataset is good. I look at the NWS 
graphical marine forecast (when I have internet access), lis-
ten to the short-term weather forecast on VHF for the local 
picture, and can get weather fax via email (Iridium/SailMail) 
or SSB for the big picture.
 Windy is interesting, as it brings in the ECMWF European 
weather model as a comparison to the GFS (global) and NAM 
(North American Mesocale) weather models — but ECMWF is 
only available with internet access, not through offshore ra-
dio/satellite communications. Windy's ECMWF is the longest-
term weather forecast currently easily available (nine days 
out) that I know of. The GFS model is also available online.
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WINNER: JEAN-LUC VAN DEN HEEDE

“I changed absolutely nothing in 212 days! ”
  

“Thank you very much because Hydrovane 
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Hydrogenerator
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 Those forecasts are either people-created or blind computer- 
created weather models. To get the best weather information, 
look out the window, watch your barometer (ideally you have 
a recording barograph), look at pressure readings around you 
and compare those to what the forecasts think will happen. 
If you're big on weather models, then take a good look at the 
HRRR (High Resolution Rapid Refresh) model — this is an 
excellent tool for near-shore short-term forecasting.

Rob Macfarlane
Tiger Beetle, N/M 45

Alameda

⇑⇓ HOW ABOUT THESE . . . 
 We use mostly Squid, Passage Weather and NOAA broad-
casts. We get the NOAA graphical forecast maps, 500 mb, 
surface, winds and wave info, weather sat photos and other 
data via SSB and Pactor modem. The NOAA graphical fore-
casts are good to use in conjunction with the model-based 
forecasts, as they have been produced by meteorologists who 
can interpret the raw data outside model parameters. With 
some formal training, seminars and self-education, we are 
also able to do our own forecasts based on current local data 
we generate. 
 Our observations of barometric pressure and its history 
along with wind, wave, temperatures and cloud progression 
allow us to see if the models and forecasts are accurate or if 
there are deviations and system movements that will affect 
us. The models used by various apps can be quite good, but 
they can fail horribly as well; they are just models and often 
do not interpret inconsistencies; I would not use them alone. 
Being able to observe, measure and interpret your local condi-
tions and apply them to those models with the corroboration 
of NOAA forecasts is the absolute best means of planning and 
preparing for longer cruises. We believe having the means 
to get information while offshore (or even on the coast) is a 
critical safety issue.

Marc Bodian
Averi, Bristol 35

Boulder, CO

⇑⇓ WINDY ALL THE WAY
 For weather info I highly recommend one site — it's com-
pletely free, and it's the best — www.windy.com. Take it 
from Oyster Yachts' team of professional skippers who just 
delivered a 67-ft Oyster for me from Gibraltar to Barcelona. 
At the last 24 hours before their arrival, I helped them avoid 
a 40-plus-knot gale that hit just after they tied up at Mataró 
Marina, Barcelona.

Page 36  •  Latitude 38  •  December, 2019

W
W

W
.W

IN
D

Y.
C

O
M

Just look at that mishmash of weather off the West Coast on November 
11 — this from Windy. Threading the needle through no wind, moderate 
breeze, no wind again and full-blown gales is no laughing matter. With 
myriad weather-forecasting tools now available, how do you plot your 
course? (You know where to send your letters.)
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Best wishes for 2020!



PLACE ONE OF THESE NEW JEANNEAU YACHTS IN 
CLUB NAUTIQUE’S CHARTER FLEET THIS YEAR AND 

SLASH ±$200,000 FROM YOUR 2019 INCOME TAX BILL!

Sun Odyssey 519
4 cabins w/ ensuite heads, crew cabin, generator, AC & 
heat, electric winches, electronics... perfect for charter!

Sun Odyssey 440
3 cabins, 2 heads, generator, AC & heat, electric winches, 

innovative walk-around decks & convertible cockpit.

Sun Odyssey 389
3 cabins, ocean equipped with full Raymarine electronics 
suite including radar, diesel heating, cockpit dodger, etc.

YOUR BOAT AS A BUSINESS
If you would like to own a new Jeanneau, use tax savings and charter revenues to help pay for it and 
dramatically reduce your income tax bill, we can help. Club Nautique has openings for these new yachts 
in its Alameda, Sausalito and Puerto Vallarta locations, but time is short. Call today for complete details!

1150 Ballena Blvd., Alameda, CA 94501 • 415-366-7267 • www.cruisingspecialists.net

Exclusive Dealer 
no. calif & mexico

Sun Odyssey 349 Performance Edition
2 cabins, 1 head, performance sails, Code 0, folding prop, 
Dynema rigging, composite wheels, etc. A pocket rocket!
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 I also use the same site to direct Seaward every year when 
she returns from Mexico in March, a 17-20 day slog straight 
from Puerto Vallarta to Sausalito. I usually get a forecast at 
least once a day, and often a few times more. Then I text the 
info to their mobile phone if they're close in or sat phone if 
they're farther out. I give them wind direction and speed, as 
well as max gusts, wave height, swell height and period, and 
often temp, rain, etc. It's incredibly accurate for a free site 
and can get accurate info up to seven days — perhaps even 
more, though I usually plan a week and do it a day at a time. 
 Windy.com has great info, and it covers the whole ocean, 
so you can get wind, waves, swell, temp, and more — over 
400 miles or even more — out to sea. It has a very good user 
interface and great intuitive menus, and also gives lat and 
lon. It's all completely free; they never have pop-ups trying 
to sell a subscription or 'upgrade'.

John 'Woody' Skoriak
Point Richmond

⇑⇓ ANOTHER ACTUAL 
LETTER 
 Enclosed is a poem 
describing my experi-
ence long ago in the 
Bullship Race. I have 
used Dylan Thomas's 
style that he used in 
his poem "Don't Go 
Slowly into That Black 
Night." Every stanza 
has three lines with an 
ABA rhyming pattern. 
I hope you will publish 
it.

Shirley Bates
Walnut Creek

Cowships and  
Bullships, 

a true story,  
by  

Shirley Bates

Do not sail that unfamiliar Bullship across San Francisco Bay

When offered to race that eight foot El Toro see the light
Though Cowships are for rescue, resist, say nay, nay, nay

The Bullship starts at break of day
To avoid later raging waters and wind howling fright
That blow a dinghy's mainsail a naughty way

When the starting gun booms be ready for come what may
Unpredictable winds can give the fragile El Toro a fight
Do not race that unfamiliar El Toro across the Bay

And do not race that borrowed El Toro across the bay

Without the owner's permission, it isn't right
Though delivered by a friend who says it's OK
Some want the only woman sailor to win the day

And sail the competition out of sight
Racing against daring men, come what may
Do not race that El Toro across that Bay
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I did and westward was my plight
My competition went east, an advantage that for me  
should pay

A fifty foot Cowship slid to my port side, hooray
Grabbed my mast and put me in first place out of competi-
tor's sight
For those who want a lady winner, that's the cheating way

I fell behind, now not so victoriously happy and gay
The Coast Guard slipped to my port side blocking the line 
of sight
Grabbed my mast and put me in first place again to win 
the day

But alas I must pay for the sinful fray
The Bristol, an aircraft carrier on collision course, was my 
plight
I jerked hard on the unfamiliar helm to get away

And capsized to my dismay
My dinghy fell apart and couldn't be set right
The mast fell out. The rudder fell out. The tiller fell out. The 
centerboard fell out. I fell out, the hopeless way

A Cowship rescued me that day
While Bristle sailors at attention ignored my plight
And Bristle canons boomed away

Do not race a stolen dinghy across the bay.

⇑⇓ WHO NEEDS A SUPER-YACHT? WHO NEEDS A YACHT 
AT ALL? 
 No I don't need a super-yacht, but I want a super-yacht. 
Yet, I'll be content with my 38-footer that I didn't need either.

Brian Cross
A 38-footer

Latitude Nation

 Readers — Brian was commenting on a New York Times 
article we shared on our Facebook page, titled No One Needs 
a Superyacht, but They Keep Selling Them. Needless to say, 
the Times piece sparked an interesting discussion . . . 
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If we're talking about need, then we just need one floor on 'the 300-plus-
ft 'Aviva', seen here in Marin waters in late August. We would even be  
happy with the 'garage' area. But really, we're happiest with our Ranger 
33, from which we snapped this shot. Do we even 'need' a 33-ft sailboat? 
Not really. But it's a luxury we sometimes feel that we can't do without.  

CALL US TODAY:  508-995-9511  |  SALES@SCHAEFERMARINE.COM
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BATTSLIDE

L I F E S T Y L E

BLOCKS

HARDWARE

Safest location in La Paz
Solid protected breakwater

BOOK YOUR MOORAGE
Email:  reservation@marinapalmira.com.mx   
Phone: 011-52-612-121-6159 • VHF Channel 16

Web page: www.marinapalmira.com.mx  

La Paz,
BCS, Mexico

Welcome to your home away from home!Welcome to your home away from home!

¬	New marine store
¬	New bathrooms and showers
¬	New Laundry room
¬	New storage & dry marina
¬	New fuel dock
¬	New customers' lounge
¬	New pool bar 
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For over a century, a league of canned crusaders have been fighting to keep boats safe from  barnacles, slime, 
algae and other aquatic evils that rob your boat of its true performance. With advanced know-how and unique 
capabilities, each antifouling is tailored to different conditions, and has the power to defeat fouling in all its 
forms.

Enhanced by Biolux® technology, Ultra with Biolux is specially adapted for harsh conditions and high fouling 
waters, combating the toughest fouling threats for a hard and durable finish with long-term protection. With 
Ultra-fast dry times, your boat can be painted and launched in a single day.

For super-powered antifouling protection and proven performance, choose Interlux®.

The hero your boat deserves!
interlux.com
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⇑⇓ THE TRICKLE-DOWN EFFECT
 How about the billions of dollars (yen, Deutschmarks, 
etc.) that leave the billionaires' hands and go directly into the 
middle-class craftsman's hands while the megayacht is being 
built? And the crew that gets paid. And the service workers 
who get paid. And the provisioners, etc. A megayacht is a huge 
transfer of wealth, from the top 1% to the working class.

Erik Bacigalup
Stuart, FL

 Erik — I like your point, so maybe we need more products 
to cater to the extremely rich to consume their wealth and 
return it back down the ladder to the lowest craftsmen and 
workmen.

Brian Kepner

 Erik — An old, poorly crafted excuse for a rich person 
to keep jacking up regular folks. How about just investing 
all that largesse into a proper nonprofit/non-governmental 
organization that directly, sincerely helps folks, and settling 
for a smaller sailing craft? Get a 40-ft sloop/ketch, learn to 
sail, and travel the world without burning up an engine. You 
might get in shape and feel better to boot. Come train on the 
1877 tall ship Elissa at the Texas Seaport Museum. Learn to 
sail and work with regular folks. Good karma. Win/win. You 
might like it.

Layne Barrack
  
⇑⇓ LATITUDE, JUST DO WHAT YOU'RE GOOD AT
 1. No one needs a boat of any kind, but they keep selling 
them, and we keep buying them for whatever purpose in our 
life we wish to fulfill.
 2. I'm thankful that Donald Trump's tax cuts have enabled 
me to pay berth fees on my 32-ft stink boat in Alameda.
 3. Before virtue-signalling over the sins of the mega-rich, 
maybe we ought to conduct background investigations on the 
owners of every large yacht berthed at the local yacht club. 
 How about Lat 38 just staying out of politics and social 
justice and just doing what you're good at — reporting on 
boats on the Bay?

Kregg Miller
32-ft Stink Boat

Alameda

⇑⇓ NO ONE NEEDS THESE THINGS, BUT . . .
 No one needs a boat either, or a motorcycle or a quad, yet 
they all keep selling. What's your point?

George Smiley
San Diego

 No one needs a newspaper either, and yet they seem to 
keep selling them.

Mike Nash
Los Olivos

 Latitude Nation — You all bring up a fair point. We were not 
advocating the point of view of this article when we shared it, 
but we understand that that's how it would come across. If the 
truth be told, we pretty much share anything boating-related 
— sight unseen — when boats make their rare appearance in 
the mainstream media. It's clear that this strategy might need 
some retooling (it's clear that everything about our device- and 
social media-driven culture might need some retooling), though 
we appreciate your comments, and think this was an interest-
ing, worthwhile discussion. 
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HARDTOP DODGERS

HARDTOPS ARE:
•  Versatile
•  Dependable   
•  Robust Protection  
•  Low Maintenance  
•  Rigid Support 
•  Long Lasting

The Canvas Works Hardtop 
Dodger provides the ultimate 
sailing experience! 
Expertise in Cushions, Repairs, 
Deck Accessory Covers, and 
Eisenglass Replacement

CALL US FOR MORE INFO!

7 Marina Plaza    Antioch, CA 94509    At The Antioch Marina
Latitude 38°-01'10" N – Longitude 121°49'10" W – Buoy 4 Red – On The San Joaquin River

- Representing -

License #0E32738

WWW.BOATINSURANCEONLY.COM

• Shop Your Renewal & $ave – Flexible Survey Requirements
• Broad Navigational Areas • Liveaboards
• Agreed Value Policies • Fuel Spill Liability

Call Us Now For The Most Comprehensive Policy At The Most 
Competitive Price ~ Get A Quote Online

Your
Twin Rivers

Policy
Comes With
An Agent

800.259.5701

Providing boaters with 
their insurance
needs for over

22 years

WEST COAST          HAWAII          EAST COAST

Marine Insurance Made Simple, Affordable And Effective

Years Of Unbeatable Experience To Match Your Needs To The Right Product

Commercial Marine Insurance    CALL DOUG for a QUOTE

• Marinas/Resorts
• Yacht Clubs
• Dealers/Brokers
• Rental Vessels
• Yacht B&B
• Charter/Tour/Fishing Vessels

Doug Rader - Your Commercial Marine Specialist  •  Direct: 209-334-2858

• Vessel Repair Facilities
• Boat Builders
• Marine Contractors
• Marine Products Manufacturers
• Wholesalers & Distributers
• Workboats

Doug Rader

“Your Marine Insurance Specialists”

marine insurance agency, inc.

http://www.boatinsuranceonly.com
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 It's a fair point, Erik — there is a trickle-down effect in the 
marine trades. Many of the Latitude staff worked on super-
yachts when they were younger; some of us put ourselves 
through journalism school this way.
 It's a fair point, Kregg (and everyone who brought this up) 
— no one 'needs' a boat of any size. What's more, 'luxury' is 
relative, and some of us with 55-year-old, 24-ft boats feel as 
if we're living like billionaires. 
 The question of whether we should engage in politics is 
totally fair, though we would argue that: 1) Our intention was 
not to get political or advocate any position when we shared 
this article, and 2) Our experience has been that most people 
say "don't get political," only when they disagree with the 
politics in question. We think it's fair to say that the Wanderer 
occasionally delved into politics during his tenure at Latitude, 
and that we're all better for it.
 Our motto is We Go Where the Wind Blows, and the wind 
has carried us to strange shores of late. We never thought that 
reporting on the Bay Area's waterfront would mean that we're 
also reporting on homelessness, but that's what it means. You 
might say, "Just stick with the fun stuff," but the homeless cri-
sis directly affects many of our friends who are liveaboards or 
work in marine businesses — and, again, we don't think that 
Latitude has ever shied away from serious issues that affect 
our community. 
 
⇑⇓ NAVIGATING GALES, DARKNESS, AND FIRES IN  
CALIFORNIA
 Excellent summary of the fires in Northern Cali-
fornia [from an October 30 'Lectronic Latitude]. Cal-
ifornia is losing her crown in many ways. Since 
1995, I have watched the desert plants creep north.
 Back then, Northern California had a Cascadian, mossy 
moisture. Today that wet has evaporated away, along with some 
of the other good things about our state. What happens when a 
Garden of Eden turns dry? It fails to bloom and eventually burns.

Sargent Stan

⇑⇓ THIS IS NOT NORMAL
 How can you opine on "a new normal" without mentioning 
PG&E? I have lived in Marin for almost all of my 66 years. I 
graduated from San Rafael HS in '71. It has always been windy 
in October. And the hot, fall offshore winds were in contrast 
with the summer, onshore prevailing northwesterly breezes. 
And, surprise, the vegetation is always dry around this time 
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The October 27 gale that caused no small degree of panic in Northern 
California — and widespread power outages — looked innocent enough, 
but had a ferociousness to it that we've rarely seen. The Vallejo ferry was 
shut down, probably more due to the lack of power rather than the wind.
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S C H O O L  &  C L U B
MODERN SAILING

SAUSALITO, CA
(415) 331 - 8250

ModernSailing.com
office@modernsailing.com

Learn skills and gain confidence to 
skipper day sails! 

• Course dates and prices available on our website.
• Purchasing online? Apply promo code Online25 at

checkout to save $25!
• Questions? Call or email our friendly office team.

ASA 101/103 Combination Course
Basic Keelboat Sailing - Basic Coastal Cruising
In 5 days (Mon-Fri), you'll learn crew communication, knots, points of sail, 
steering, sail trim, reefing, crew overboard recovery, boat systems, 
docking basics, and much more. This course is taught by  USCG-licensed 
ASA instructors aboard 30' to 32' keelboats with wheel helms and inboard 
diesel engines. Gain skills, confidence, and 2 ASA certifications while 
you experience the beauty of sailing San Francisco Bay!
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In 5 days (Mon-Fri), you'll learn crew communication, knots, points of sail, 
steering, sail trim, reefing, crew overboard recovery, boat systems, 
docking basics, and much more. This course is taught by  USCG-licensed 
ASA instructors aboard 30' to 32' keelboats with wheel helms and inboard 
diesel engines. Gain skills, confidence, and 2 ASA certifications while 
you experience the beauty of sailing San Francisco Bay!

Heading south of the border?
Our Island in the Sun  
is a must read book!

Available at Amazon and Barnes and Noble
and www.ourislandinthesun.com

•	Illustrated	with	
charts,	photos,	log	
entries and more 
and	in	color

•	Covers	the	com-
plete	trip	 
from	San	Diego	 
through	the	Pana-
ma	Canal.

•	“Not	much	left	out	
in	terms	of	the	life	 
of a cruiser” 
-Bob	Perry

Your guide to the trip south 
A wonderful Christmas Gift for anyone heading south
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of year.
 So, what changed? IMO, it is the pigeons coming home 
to roost on the neglected maintenance and capital improve-
ments both required by CPUC of PG&E. The common decency 
required of our electricity provider to do everything it can to 
protect us was clearly demonstrated as not a priority for them 
after they were found guilty of multiple felonies in the San 
Bruno tragedy. 
 Their complete disregard for the long-known and incon-
trovertible truth of climate change in terms of planning and 
preparing just adds another element to their culpability. This 
isn't a new normal. It is a criminal conspiracy that operates 
with a big moral hazard — the fact that the state (CPUC) 
gave them a pass due to heavy conflicts of interest by many 
past commissioners, and lax oversight by the governor and 
legislature of that body.
 There's much to do to fix this, but we must stop calling it 
a "new normal" lest we legitimize it. It was and is a crime to 
operate this electric utility in this negligent manner!

Dane Faber
WAFI, Vagabound 38

Sausalito

⇑⇓ THIS IS NOT A PROBLEM IN ALASKA
 In the Palmer-Wasilla area of Alaska, we suffered multiple 
outages during winter as branches took down lines during 
‘weather events', but we were prepared for them. The local 
electrical co-op had hundreds of miles of lines to patrol on 
dirt roads through the forests, but keeping the lines clear was 
a priority. 
 It looks like PG&E did not have the same priorities, but 
one must also look to the oversight bodies who were lax, if not 
chummy. Big business requires vigilance and reality checks 
when it comes to billion-dollar tragedies.

Damon Cruz 
Rose of Erin, Hughes 40

Juneau, AK
Baja Ha-Ha XVII
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For the last three years, the California wildfires have been far too close 
for comfort throughout the state. On October 27, fire came perilously 
close to Cal Maritime Academy's training ship 'Golden Bear'. The CMA 
campus was singed, lost a few small buildings and some cars, and was 
closed for about a week.R
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 Location

Deep  
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Brand New Docks in
Marina del Rey
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Up to $500 Referral Fees* 
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FREE
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⇑⇓ THIS IS BAD NEWS
 Bad news, PG&E, and their regulator is us, the ratepayer/
taxpayer. There is no Big Business here, because all losses 
are eventually put on us in the form of pension fund losses, 
rate increases, insurance premiums, increased taxes. And 
who among those in charge lost their jobs or suffered financial 
harm? No one.
 The big high-power lines should follow rail lines for access, 
maintenance and emergencies. Longer and less efficient but 
much better. Remote communities and remote residents need 
to assume their own higher risk of loss without everyone in 
the state picking up the bill for their country lifestyle.

Dan Reed

⇑⇓ BLAME THE FOREST MANAGEMENT?
 Exactly in line when California stopped forest management 
that Governor Pat Brown wisely started. After the Reagan 
years, this went out the window.

Scott

 If only they had used sensible policies about forest and 
brush management.

Michael Kennedy

 Readers — Well, in heeding to from the previous thread . . . 
of all the things that might be in Latitude's wheelhouse, public-
utility policy and forest management are certainly not among 
them.
 With that said, you bring up a good point, Dane, about not 
wanting to "normalize" parts of our lives that are, in fact, not 
normal at all. As you said, dry conditions and strong easterly 
winds are the norm in California come autumn. 
 We have heard loose theories that climate change has 
caused drier weather in the West Coast's fall months, thus 
delaying those critical first rains — which, as of this writing, 
we're still waiting for — that typically end the season's fire 
danger. While we believe in climate change, we're not quite 
ready to subscribe to that theory. Fall in California is dry, and 
the rains come when they come. 
 What's not normal, it seems, is California's utility companies. 
Again, this is a bit outside our purview, but given the fact that 
our homes and offices were shut down for several days, we 
feel that we've earned the right to comment. Simply turning 
the power off cannot be the lone answer to fire danger. When 
the October 27 gale was raging, we were frankly happy to 'go 
dark' for a few hours. But this cannot be the long-term solution. 
It's clear that there's a critical need to improve and upgrade 
infrastructure.
 We imagine that a few people sought refuge from the power 
outages by going to their boats, where lights and refrigeration 
were available via solar panels or diesel generators. These 
systems certainly aren't the solution to everything, but, as 
always, nobody knows how to go green quite like sailors do. 

 We welcome and read your letters on all sorts of topics, 
though the ones we run in the magazine tend to be those of 
interest to sailors. Please include your name, your boat's name 
and model, and your hailing port.  
 The best way to send letters is to email them to editorial@
latitude38.com, though the postal carrier visits daily, so you can 
still mail them — with your best penmanship — to 15 Locust 
Ave., Mill Valley, CA, 94941.
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SAUSALITO’S BOUTIQUE MARINA
• 80 SLIPS FROM 20’ TO 40’ WITH POWER AND  

DOCK BOXES AT EACH SLIP
• FREE WATER AND HIGH SPEED WI-FI 
• SUP, KAYAK AND OC-1 STORAGE WITH 24/7 ACCESS

www.bluewateryachtharbor.com
chris@bluewateryachtharbor.com  
55 Liberty Ship Way
Sausalito, CA 94965
415.289.0135

The Iverson’s Dodger is now 
available in the Bay Area!
Dodgers • Bimini Tops • Enclosures

206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com

Check out our “Must-See” website!!

www.iversonsdesign.com
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 "Stairway to Heaven" was the subject line on the email 
Mark Bettis sent us containing this month's World Famous 
L38 Caption Contest(!) photo. And like the song of the same 
name (released by Led Zeppelin in 1971), the list of entries 
this month was long, crescendo-ing, and seemed as if it would 
never end. We mean this in a good way. This month's CC(!) was 
a bit off kilter, and inspired all manner of clever comments. 
Well played, Nation. Aaaaaannnnnnd the winner (and top 10 
runners-up) is (are): 

 "Curing your sailing addiction is more than a 12-step 
program." — Mike Turner 
 "Dang it! Gonna have to run and get another ladder to 
reach the masthead." —          Greg Torok
 "There's gotta be a better way to string Christmas lights!" 
— Laurie Morrison
 "Do you call OSHA or the Coast Guard?" — Lee Blaireau 
 "That ladder has more extensions than a hair salon!" — 
Jeanne Evans
 "Should I call 911 now or wait for the sound of thump then 
splash?" — Jim Major
 "Just a little confusion between bosun's chair and Jacob's 
Ladder." — Patrick Broderick 
 "Hold my beer. On second thought, I'll just take it with 
me." — Bill Willcox
 "That powerboat threw up a big wake and now the rigger 
is missing." — Admiral 
 "The two most useless items on a sailboat. This is one of 
them. An umbrella is the other (I think), according to L.F. 
Herreshoff." — Tom Woodruff

  "Now I have been There and Back Again. The epic has 
run its course. After a year of being the only boat on the hori-
zon, I am, suddenly, just another car on the road. I am, again, 
a regular Joe, which is not at all disagreeable, but it's a bit 
like jumping into a cold pool. It takes some getting used to."
— Randall Reeves on life back onshore
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The rung way to get high. — Steve Hodges

° Most Effective SAIL Washing Process
° Environmentally Friendly [No run off into Ocean]
° FREE PICKUP and Quick Turnaround
° Competitive Rates

www.vacuwash.com
(603)431-6004

Email: jeff@vacuwash.com

http://www.marinacortez.com 
http://www.vacuwash.com


D O C K O M I N I U M S  A V A I L A B L E  N O W !

Open and Covered Slips

18-75 feet

GlenCoveMarina@gmail.com

www.GlenCoveMarina.net

Glen Cove Marina, Vallejo, CA

 

Bay Area Real Estate Investment Opportunity

2014 National Marina of the Year

Free Gift with Tour

December, 2019  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 47



SIGHTINGS

Page 48  •  Latitude 38  •  December, 2019

continued on outside column of next sightings page

 There is a magnifi cently salty corner in San Rafael with a mish-
mash of boats both old and new, of memorabilia, and of all manner 
of maritime mementos and detritus. Located at the bitter end of the 
San Rafael Canal, with the droning Highway 101 just a football fi eld 
away, the Abe Blumenfeld Landing — comprised of a long dock and 
an adjacent pier — is an unexpected marine museum wedged behind 
a shopping mall. 

 The main attraction of this salty oasis is the 116-year-old, 105-ft 
Dutch-built, square-rigged, wishbone ketch Active. With her tra-
ditional rigging, the piratey-looking ship catches the eye from the 
suburban, strip-mall surroundings of San Rafael. 
 We will call Dale Friberg the 'keeper' of Active. He gave us a tour of 
the ship and adjacent facilities in early November. Active has a sizable Active has a sizable Active
brood around her — some fi ve sailboats, as well as a tugboat. Friberg 
said that several of the sailboats are donations, the sale of which will 
go into the big ship's kitty for repairs and maintenance. 
 "I would say that this boat belongs to the children of Marin," Friberg 
told us. The boat is under the umbrella of the nonprofi t Sailing Ship 
Active. In 1967, Friberg was cofounder of the Sea Exploring Group, 
which has the continuing mission of serving the youth of the North 
Bay. "This is our 52nd year of operation," Friberg said. "We have moved 
our operation four times in those years, all in Marin." The vessels 
used by the group over the years included a 26-ft whaleboat and a 
73-ft torpedo retriever. "In 1996, we acquired the 105-ft iron ketch 
for our main vessel," Friberg said, referring to Active. The ship was 
briefl y associated with Sea Scouts, and her interior is full of character-
building plaques with maxims such as: "There are no great men, only 
great challenges ordinary men must meet," and, "Rank does not confer 
privilege or give power . . . It imposes responsibility." (People can also 
serve community service time by working on the boat.)
 According to literature that Friberg gave us, Active fi shed in the Active fi shed in the Active
North Sea, under sail and without an engine, for nearly 30 years with 
the name Gerald de la Rey VL. In 1929, she was sold to a Swedish 
sailor and renamed Violett. After a motor was fi nally installed, she 
was in service as a freighter until 1969, then converted into a yacht in 
the early 1970s. She sailed across the Atlantic, spent time in Florida, 
and fi nally made it to the West Coast, specifi cally San Diego, in 1977. 
It's not entirely clear at what point the boat was named Silver Girl, 
but she was sold to Darwin Leman and Valery Fields in 1979; she 
won the '78 and '79 Ancient Mariner races in her class, according to 
the literature. In 1989, the boat was sold to Ross Alan and moored 
in Sausalito. "The hull was very sound — it's black iron — and there 
were several locals who stayed on it from time to time in exchange 

nautical books
 Books make great gifts, to the sailor(s) 
in your life, or to yourself. As well as being 
informative and entertaining, books are 
more personal than gift cards, classier 
than a gallon of bottom paint, and easier 
to wrap than a new dinghy.
 We do our best to read all the books 
that are sent to our offi ce. The fi rst batch 
got reviews in the November issue. Here's 
the rest of this season's bunch:
  The Long Way and A Sea Vagabond's 
World (Bernard Moitessier, $16.95 each) 
— These books are reprints. The Long 
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an active history

Dale Friberg gives us a tour of the Abe Blumenfeld Landing, which is full of old 
boats — including a Star that Friberg said won the Worlds — and a wood shop. 
Note 'Active' at dock on the left, and her unique wishbone gaff.
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active — continuedactive — continuedactivefor holiday gifts
Way, Bernard's account of the inaugural 
Sunday Times Golden Globe Race (the 
fi rst singlehanded race around the world), 
in which he famously eschewed the fame 
of fi nishing fi rst and continued on to 
Tahiti, was fi rst published (in English) in 
1973. A Sea Vagabond's World was fi rst A Sea Vagabond's World was fi rst A Sea Vagabond's World
published in 1995, a year after he died. 
It's a summary of his life and philosophies 
regarding sailing and the sea in a time 
well before computers, GPS, weather 
routing and even the widespread use of 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

for some work, upkeep, etc.," said longtime Latitude contributor Latitude contributor Latitude
John 'Woody' Skoriak. "In the 1980s, it was moored off Schoon-
maker Point before the marina was built." Friberg renamed the boat 
Active when he bought her in 1996. He said that youth involved in 
his program have gone on to work in the Bay Area maritime trades, 
or to attend Cal Maritime Academy in Vallejo. "Our chairman of the 
board is an alumnus of Sailing Ship Active and a graduate of CMA."Active and a graduate of CMA."Active
 So if you're grocery shopping at the Montecito Plaza in San Rafael, 
or drinking a beer at Terrapin Crossing across the Canal, your eye 
may or may not stumble upon this little piece of history. But once 
you see her, Active is quite the sight. As with all old boats, we hope 
she sails into the future.

— tim
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Clockwise from top left: 'Active' in her home waters in the North Sea, where, after three Clockwise from top left: 'Active' in her home waters in the North Sea, where, after three Clockwise from top left: '
decades as a fi shing boat, she was converted to a freighter and hauled saltpeter; 'Active' decades as a fi shing boat, she was converted to a freighter and hauled saltpeter; 'Active' 
in her current perch at the end of the San Rafael Canal; Another iteration of the 105-ft 
ketch. (Some of the pictures given to us by the Sailing Ship 'Active' nonprofi t do not have 
captions, so we're not entirely sure when or where this is); Some of the salty decor at 
the Abe Blumenfeld Landing; Friberg in his equally salty shop; One of the boats built by 
the youth programs hosted at the landing, with a Toyota dealership in the background.  
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nautical books
 The paint was gleaming green as Martin Machado — an artist, 
sailor, fi sherman and merchant marine — peeled back the blue 
tape, revealing a perfect line separating the shiny new coat from the 
copper-colored bottom paint. Machado, who has spent his fair share 
of time applying paint to all manner of surfaces, was Instagraming  
the fi nishing touches on his new-to-him Pearson Commander Larus. 
After a partnership with a few friends on a Santana 22 sailing out of 
Fort Mason Marina, Martin has found a new boat. 
 "Some buddies of mine — one of whom deckhands on my salmon 
skiff in Alaska — fi nally had an opening with the crew," Machado told 
us. "She was due for a haulout, and I was amped to paint the topsides. 
In my experience, everyone gets more excited to fi x up a boat if she's 
looking good." Martin had his sights set on Spaulding Marine Center 
to do the work; he's friends with Clark Beek, the general manager 
at SMC. (The two met in 2012 during the Clipperton Project, a col-
lection of artists, writers and scientists who sailed 1,000 miles from 

martin machado's fresh coat of paint
two-way radios. (He did the Golden Globe 
with a radio set that received only.) One 
of the biggest gifts you can give yourself 
is to read Moitessier.
  Storing Food Without Refrigeration
(Carolyn Sherlock, $12.99) — This one 
should be on every seagoing bookshelf. It 
goes way beyond the confi nes of the title 
to include such tidbits as: Green onions 
— when stored properly — will regrow 
their tops several times; and many wilted 
greens can be restored to crispness after 
about half an hour in a glass of water. 
Eggs (which don't need to be coated in 
Vaseline) store better in foam contain-
ers — which can be cleaned and reused 
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martin machado — continued— continued
— than cardboard, where bugs can stow 
away. There are also great hints on can-
ning and pickling, and home-growing 
sprouts, as well as many tasty-sounding 
recipes. The author has come by this 
knowledge pragmatically — she and her 
husband have lived aboard two different 
boats for 12 years. They currently cruise 
their Gemini 34 cat out of Florida.

South (Pieter van der Merwe with 
Jeremy Michell, $26) — Few 'races' have 
captivated the imagination like the com-
petition of three famous explorers all 
vying to be the fi rst to reach the South 
Pole. At the dawn of the 20th century, 
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La Paz south to Clipperton Atoll.) "They let us paint the topsides and 
they handled the bottom, plus helped hugely with advice all around." 
Requiring special attention was Larus' rudder. "It's a glass boat, but Larus' rudder. "It's a glass boat, but Larus'
back then, they had nice rudders — we were going to replace it with 
marine ply, but we're using the old mahogany rudder and re-did the 
post. It looked great, and pretty, when we sanded it down."  
 Of the Pearson, Machado said that "people are super into them 
and stop to chat with you all the time." The Pearson Commander 
was designed by Carl Alberg; they have the same hull as the Ariel, 
but the Commander has a longer cockpit and shorter coachroof, ac-
cording to www.sailboatdata.com, which adds, "The standard boat 
has an outboard well, but an Atomic 4 inboard was available as an 
option." Martin said he tries to keep Larus's motor tucked away. "One 
of the few unfortunate things about these boats is that you can't fl ip 
up an outboard, so it's either dragging or you have to tuck it up in 
the well when you're sailing," Machado said. "One of my fi rst goals as 
the annoying new partner was to move slips; now we are much closer 
to the mouth of the harbor and can easily sail in and out. There is a 
lot more surge to deal with, but I think it's worth it." 
 Machado said he enjoyed his time working on Larus at Spaulding, Larus at Spaulding, Larus
which he said is full of unique characters. "It's so much fun over there," 
he said of the community-oriented boatyard. Martin mentioned the 
many maritime-themed events hosted by Spaulding, including a talk 
by Kurt Lombard, author of The Sea Forager's Guide to the Northern 
California Coast. "He's an interesting character," said Machado, who 
himself is part of a project called Easy Breezy, which envisions gath-
ering "crazy water people" who would be part of a market showcasing 
cargo shipped by sailboats. ("Sadly, the project is at a standstill," 
Machado said, "but I realized I had this food component of the event 
that I was hoping for — sail-caught seafood. We are hoping to have 
some fun little events with crab caught from the boat. One of the 
Larus' original partners, Stephen Amato, is a natural winemaker, so 
he'll pair some Dungeness with something tasty. We are lagging, but 
hoping to drop some pots past the Gate this week and see if we can 
start catching crab under sail.")
 Martin said that he's "relatively new to exploring the Bay by small 
boats." In the last few years, he's done a long trip to the Carquinez 
Strait and an overnighter in Clipper Cove. "I'm eager to do a lot more 
in the Bay and just outside. This boat isn't rigged for singlehanding 
— there's a bit of electrical work to do, and we're hoping to rig up a 
roller furler and improve our reefi ng setup. But I fi nally got the whole 
fam out on a mellow day. Success!" 
 Machado's roots in all things maritime run deep. Every year, he 
does commercial salmon fi shing at Graveyard Point in Bristol Bay, 
Alaska. This year "was pretty much the best season I've had since I 
started going up there," he said. Martin also tried his hand at com-
mercial crab fi shing about a year ago, but was trying to run a boat 
plagued with mechanical diffi culties. "I still want to try crabbing. It's 
so close to my house [he's a stone's throw from Fort Mason]. It's a 
fascinating community; I think if you have the right boat, it could 
be interesting." Martin is still a member of the Sailor's Union of the 
Pacifi c, where he's shipped out as an Able Seaman on container 
ships over the years. "With the birth of our daughter last January, 
I'll likely take a few years off to focus on family and art-making."
 On the art front, which represents yet another of Machado's sea-
centric devotions, he did an installation at the San Francisco Maritime 
Museum, and has "a number of commissions I'm trying to jam out 
— one is for two large works for a new sustainable sushi restaurant 
popping up on the Embarcadero on Pier 3 this spring." Machado also 
did a mural at Facebook's new San Francisco offi ces earlier this year. 
 "I'm just bouncing back and forth between painting and drawing. 
Basically, I'm drawing with paint."

— tim

From top left: Martin Machado works on a mural 
at Facebook's San Francisco offi ces. "There is a 
bit of imagery from 'The Landing at Erramanga', a 
work by William Hodges, who sailed with Captain 
Cook," Machado said. "The rest of the mural is my 
own imagery, with a couple of folks sailing a ship-
ping container and vignettes from my container 
ship travels"; Martin catching salmon in Bristol 
Bay, Alaska; The Pearson Commander 'Larus' in its 
various stages of refi t at Spaulding Marine Center.

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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answering the open ocean's call
 "That trip changed my life," recalls Chris Mellor. In 2006 he and his 
wife doublehanded 3,000 miles from Mexico to the Marquesas with their 
young daughter on board, and he's been itching to get back to South 
Pacifi c waters ever since. Next spring he'll fi nally get the chance, as he 
has entered his Norseman 447 Sensei in the Transpac Tahiti 2020, a Sensei in the Transpac Tahiti 2020, a Sensei
3,570-mile nonstop sprint from L.A. to Papeete.
 Although top-tier racing machines such as Roy Pat Disney's Volvo 70 

Pyewacket, her sistership, 2019 Fastnet win-
ner Wizard, and others will undoubtedly draw 
the focus of most international press coverage, 
Sensei and several other racer/cruisers in the Sensei and several other racer/cruisers in the Sensei
Ia Ora Na division have a compelling story to 
tell also. While the big boys battle to improve 
on the current 11-day, 10-hour course record 
(set in 2008 by Doug Baker's Magnitude 80), Magnitude 80), Magnitude 80
Chris, his buddy Andy Kurtz — who has en-
tered his vintage Columbia 57 Angelique — and Angelique — and Angelique —
a few other skippers will be primarily focused 
on meeting the challenges of the journey itself, 
and reveling in the surreal experience of being 
essentially alone on the open ocean. 

"It's completely wild and desolate out 
there," says Chris, "and I consider it a great 
privilege to be able to cross those vast ex-
panses while being self-suffi cient."  
 Chris, now 58, is what you might call an 
all-around sailor. Despite the demands of his 

career as a general contractor, he often races around the buoys in San 
Francisco Bay as well as offshore, he frequently runs day charters 
aboard Sensei, and he loves bluewater cruising — in fact, the dream 
of doing a post-retirement circumnavigation is penciled in on his 
bucket list.
 Because Chris's pockets aren't quite as deep as the top-tier boat 
owners', he's taking a creative approach to crew recruitment. In addi-
tion to himself and his longtime friend and navigator Neal Holmlund, 
Sensei'sSensei'sSensei crew will consist of four to six additional shipmates, all of 
whom will contribute both physically to the pre-race boat prep, and 
fi nancially to the costs of completing the voyage. 
 Evidently a very well-organized guy, Chris set up a special website 
about Sensei's involvement in the race (Sensei's involvement in the race (Sensei www.TahitiRace.com). There, www.TahitiRace.com). There, www.TahitiRace.com
he promises, "We will assemble the best team possible to enable Sen-
sei to reach her performance potential with maximum camaraderie sei to reach her performance potential with maximum camaraderie sei
and cooperation." That said, though, applicants need not have exten-
sive offshore résumés. "We know from experience that the difference 
between adventure and misery often comes down to attitude." The 
website promises that less-experienced applicants will be "coached 
to their full potential by the captain and navigator," and if selected, 
all crew will "drive, trim, stand watch, and discuss strategy."
 In addition to pitching in for trip costs, Chris wisely requires ap-
plicants to complete a US Sailing Safety at Sea Course, and he will 
provide a $150 credit to the fi nal payment of any crewmember who 
also completes the International Offshore Safety at Sea with Hands-
On Training. 
 In addition to participating in a number of daytime practice sails,  
selected team members will also be required to join a 150-mile shake-
down sail before heading to the SoCal starting line. If you're interested 
in applying, check out this YouTube channel by Googling: "Sensei's 
Tahiti campaign, Chris Mellor."
 Having logged some 10,000 miles aboard this boat during the 12 
years that he's owned her, Chris estimates this romp to Tahiti will take 
21 to 28 days. "I'm up for the challenge, and I think the rewards will 
be huge," regardless of whether he scores a podium fi nish.

nautical books

Racer, cruiser and yacht charter 
skipper Chris Mellor is what some 
might call an all-around sailor. 
He's currently recruiting race 
crew for the Transpac Tahiti 2020.

The Norseman 447 'Sensei' glides across SF 
Bay at twilight. She'll soon be racing to Tahiti.
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the competition between British explorers 
Robert Falcon Scott and Ernest Shackle-
ton, and the eventual 'winner', Norway's 
Roald Amundsen (who got there in 1911), 
is the stuff of legend. Shackleton and 
Scott became even more famous for their 
failed attempts. Shackleton's ship Endur-
ance became trapped and crushed in the 
ice, and he made an epic journey with two 
men on a 23-ft open boat some 800 miles 
to civilization — then went back and saved 
the rest of his crew, who were camped on 
a remote island, not losing a single man. 
And Scott, who reached the pole a month 
after Amundsen —  devastated to fi nd the 
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 Like other Ia Ora Na division entrants, after reaching Tahiti, Chris 
plans to dial back the afterburners and do some slow-paced inter-island 
cruising with friends, then will eventually bring Sensei back home to Sensei back home to Sensei
the Bay Area via Hawaii.
 Meanwhile, some of the big boys — boats up to 80 feet are entered 
— may continue on to Australia for the Rolex Sydney-Hobart race, or 
down to New Zealand to be on site for the 2021 America's Cup and 
several high-profi le pre-Cup events.
 If this is the fi rst you've heard about the upcoming Transpac Tahiti 
Race, you should know it was initially sailed in 1925, and has been 
staged only 12 times in its 95-year history, making it a wish-list event 
for many international sailors — and it's not too late to enter. With a 
rhumbline distance of 3,570 miles, this is one of the longest nonstop 
ocean races in the world. See transpac-tahiti.com for more.transpac-tahiti.com for more.transpac-tahiti.com

— andy

open ocean — continued— continued

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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remains of his camp there — perished 
with four of his men on the way back. 
Scores of books have been written about 
all three expeditions. This one, a third 
edition fi rst published in 2010, is one of 
the better ones. It really gives you a sense 
of the men, their times, their quests, and 
'the great white silence' that is Antarctica.

Nelson's Arctic Voyage (Peter Good-
win, $32) — Speaking of high-latitude 
sailing, in 1773 the naval vessels HMS 
Racehorse and HMS Racehorse and HMS Racehorse Carcass (referring Carcass (referring Carcass
not to a dead animal, but to a type of 
incendiary device fi red from a mortar) 
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not just another haulout

continued on outside column of next sightings page

 As we drove alongside the KKMI yard in Richmond, we could see 
her peering above the fence — like the teenager who has sprouted 
early and grown a head taller than the rest of the class, Seaward's 
topsides towered above her yard-mates to reveal her freshly painted 
hull. The 31-year-old schooner was on day eight of her haulout, and 
the crew was scattered about the vessel in the yard working hard 
to put the boat back together and get her sailing again. Seaward is 
bound for Mexico this winter.
 We found captain Jay Grant and fi rst mate Jessica Bucklin rewir-
ing the mainmast, which along with the foremast, had been removed 
for inspection. "We're meant to go back into the water on Friday," Jay 
said, as he fought with what should have been a simple job, but be-
came a 20-minute exercise in patience and perseverance. "This isn't 
just your usual haulout," he added. "We're painting the hull, refi tting 
the interior, and having our 10-year Coast Guard inspections."

nautical books

Clockwise from top left: First Mate Jessica Bucklin and Head Educator Erich von Has-
seln put on a fresh coat of paint; 'Seaward's pre-haulout look suggested hard work 
ahead; Thanie Pesavento and von Hasseln remove the last of the rigging before hauling 
the boat; Educator/Deckhand Duncan Harvey sports the mandatory hard hat as 'Sea-
ward's masts are lifted; A mastless 'Seaward'; The faithful crew after a hard day's work.

were fi tted out and strengthened — in-
cluding an extra layer of planking below 
the waterline — for an attempt to fi nd and 
transit the Northwest Passage. As Arctic 
expeditions go, this one was fraught with 
diffi culties, and was ultimately unsuc-
cessful. It might have faded from memory 
except for a 14-year-old midshipman 
named Horatio Nelson, coxswain of one of 
Carcass's small boats. By most accounts, 
this voyage began the legend of the man 
who would become one of Great Britain's 
greatest naval heroes. Included in this 
detailed and well-illustrated account is 
the tale of Nelson's unauthorized foray 
onto the ice fl oes to get a polar bear pelt 
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haulout — continued
 Jay was making the most of his access to the mast by upgrading 
the existing wind indicator to a Raymarine I70 that will also give them 
wind speed. Fortunately, the Coast Guard's inspections revealed only 
minimal items requiring attention, which were easily repaired. Even 
the mast, mast step and rigging had passed close examination. The 
rest of the exterior work involved replacing the zincs and propeller-
shaft cutlass bearing, and painting the bottom, topsides, boot stripes 
and rub rails.
 Of course, no sailor can resist messing around with boats. We 
quickly found ourselves pitching in, though in the end, all we did was 
carry armloads of tools. As we climbed the broad staircase to deliver 
our goods, we compared the luxury and safety of this fi ne access to the 
usual 'rickety ladder tied to the transom' arrangement — navigating 
steep narrow rails while carrying all manner of necessities is a skill 
most sailors aquire at some point. The deck itself was a confusion of 
demolition and construction — paint cans, tools and hatch covers 
were adorned with rubber gloves, face masks and rags, and several 
unrecognizable boat parts.
 For crewmember Thanie Pesavento, Seaward's haulout is her 
fi rst real experience with a boat refi t. And while the yard work has 
many similarities to her time as a volunteer helping to build Call of 
the Sea's tall ship, Matthew Turner, Thanie says the experience is 
very different. Thanie and her crewmates have spent the last seven 
months sailing aboard Seaward — and for most of them, the vessel Seaward — and for most of them, the vessel Seaward
is also their home.
 "At fi rst you take everything apart," Thanie explanied. "It's a little 
bit sad to see it in such mess. But then you start doing things and 
you can see it coming back together, just as you planned. And then 
you imagine yourself sailing her again, and it feels really good. And 
she'll be ready for Mexico!" The other crew were slightly less animated 
in their replies. Clearly, they view Seaward and their shipmates as Seaward and their shipmates as Seaward
family, but with many refi ts under their belts, hard work has long 
since overcome romance. Head educator Erich von Hasseln didn't even 
pause his paintbrush as he told us he's worked on several haulouts. 
"Mostly tall ships, square-riggers," he said.
 "I've done four or fi ve," said Jessica. "One that lasted an entire 
winter in Newport, Rhode Island. The boat was schooner Aurora, a 
101-ft herring transporter built in 1947, which was later refi tted to 
become a 68-passenger charter vessel." When we asked if working on 
the haulout was creating an increased sense of camaraderie among 
the crew, Jessica replied, "We're getting a lot of stuff done. But mostly 
everybody's just tired and sore."
 Watching as she and Erich leaned head-and-shoulders over the 
toe rail to paint the topsides, we could understand their sentiment. 
Below, Thanie was painting the galley, nav station, salon and berths, 
while crew member Duncan Harvey was trying to wrangle new zincs 
into place. 
 "Of course the holes don't line up," he said as he headed off to fi nd 
the drill. "Nope," we agreed, "they never do."
 While we waited for the crew to tidy up and gather for a group 
photo, we took in the vista from our elevated vantage point. Seaward 
was in good company with the likes of Randall Reeves' Moli sitting at Moli sitting at Moli
a nearby dock, and a very conspicuous-looking red catamaran sitting 
on its custom-made, rotating cradle.
 Haulouts and refi ts are commonplace and most sailors have ex-
perienced them at some time, in one form or another. In this case, 
Seaward's crew has been inspired by their upcoming sail to Mexico. Seaward's crew has been inspired by their upcoming sail to Mexico. Seaward's
"We'll be there for three months," said captain Jay, "and guests will 
spend up to a week onboard. We'd like everything to be really nice for 
them so we're putting a lot of time into the boat."
 "You should join us," he laughed. Perhaps we should, we mused, 
as we pictured Mexico’s tropical blue waters and sunsets.

— monica

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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for his father. When he came face to face 
with one, his rusty old fl intlock misfi red. 
He turned the gun around to use as a club 
when — luckily for history — a cannon 
shot from the ship scared the beast away.

The Boat Cookbook (Fiona Sims, 
$22) — We fi nd it awkward when we get a 
cookbook for review. If there's an opposite 
of 'foodie,' this reviewer is it. Which is why 
we were delighted to fi nd this book was 
much more than just a bunch of recipes. 
There are instructions on how to catch 
and clean fi sh, a lesson on what sailors 
ate back in the day, how to BBQ on the 
beach, and much more. In addition to her 
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2019 queen of the women's circuit
 During the Yacht Racing Association awards party at Berkeley Yacht 
Club in November, Latitude 38 crowned a new Queen. A Queen of the  Latitude 38 crowned a new Queen. A Queen of the  Latitude 38
Unoffi cial Women's Circuit, that is. The Women's Circuit is a loose list 
of women-skipper races and seminars that we feature in the annual 
Northern California Sailing Calendar and YRA Master Schedule. We 
had encouraged participants in those events to advise us of their own 
accomplishments or to nominate a worthy woman sailor.
 This year, Patti Mangan, membership offi cer of South Beach YC, 
nominated her fellow club member Joan Byrne, who sails (and sails, 
and sails, and . . .) the Olson 911S Heart of Gold.
 "Joani Byrne is certainly a Queen of the Sailing Circuit," wrote 
Mangan in her nomination letter, "but she does much more than just 
being out on the water racing. Joani's mission is to empower women 
on the water and get them involved in racing.
 "Behind the scenes for the SBYC Red Bra Regatta, Joani and her 
co-chair Winnie Kelley put in countless hours to make this regatta 
a success. This is the ninth year running, with 20 boats out on the 
water, all female skippers and crew." The Red Bra Regatta is the only 
all-women regatta in Northern California. 
 "Joani is instrumental in encouraging other women to skipper 
and participate, often connecting crew with willing skippers, creating 
lasting bonds within the growing women's sailing community," con-
tinued Patti. "She was on the Women and Sailing Panel at the Pacifi c 
Boat Show, talking about what women want on the water, sharing 
her experiences, reassuring women that it's okay to want different 
outcomes from boating, and offering various ways to get involved. 
 "Joani takes the time to impart her knowledge, helping others grow 
and connecting them with other mentors in the community. She is 
well known for her dockside entertainment after racing. People are 
drawn to her charismatic personality — matched with a dangerously 
good Bloody Mary." (Joani is also generous in sharing delicious liba-
tions with her competitors.)
 "In the Friday Night Series races at SBYC, she is always recruiting 
women on her boat, Heart of Gold," says Patti. Joani is the leading lady 
of our year-round racing at SBYC — she welcomes all new members 
as crew on Heart of Gold. Her passion for sharing the team experi-
ence is part and parcel of what SBYC stands for. It is an element of 
warmth that adds to our ability to win 2019 Yacht Club of the Year 
from PICYA."
 SBYC past commodore Mike Satterlund said: "Joan Byrne is the 
Kevin Bacon of racing on San Francisco Bay, in that, if you race here, 
you either know Joani or you know someone who does. There is a 
maximum of two degrees of separation."
 From our Women's Circuit list, Joani sailed in Island YC's Sadie 
Hawkins Regatta in March. In addition to donating her time and 
talents in organizing it, she raced in the Red Bra Regatta in October. 
Then she loaned her boat to regular crewmember Collette Meyers so 
that Collette could skipper in the Amazing Grace Cheney Cup hosted 
by Richmond YC in early November. 
 "Joani has been instrumental in enhancing my racing experience 
and helping me build my network in the Bay Area sailing community," 
wrote Meyers. "I often refer to her as my sailing mom. She has chal-
lenged and encouraged me both on and off the water."
 When Patti introduced Joan, the crowd at BYC gave her a huge 
round of applause. "This is all due to my fantastic crew of women 
sailors — and a few good men on the crew," Joan told the audience. 
"It's wonderful. This is my life, and I thank this sailing community 
for this honor. I am very, very grateful, and I want to see more women 
out on the water." We presented Joan with a tiara, 'Queen' certifi cate, 
and a gift certifi cate for Latitude swag.Latitude swag.Latitude
 Look for an updated list of Women's Circuit events in the 2020 
Northern California Sailing Calendar and YRA Master Schedule,

nautical books

continued on outside column of next sightings page

own recipes and those of some famous 
chefs, Sims got a few favorites from sailors 
such as Robin Knox-Johnston, Dee Caf-
fari, Brian Thompson and Mike Golding. 
There's even a section on how to mix some 
of the traditional sailor's drinks — and 
their 'virgin' alternatives!
 Our Island in the Sun (Garry and 
Carol Domnisse, $46.95) — The most 
common books we get these days are of 
the "I gave up a normal life ashore and 
went cruising" genre. If we had to rec-
ommend just one, this year Our Island 

Above: Queen Joan. Spread: 'Heart of Gold' romp-
ing through the South Bay in a good breeze during 
the Red Bra Regatta on October 19.
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queen joan — continued— continued
coming out with the January issue on December 30. Pick a few that 
are geographically desirable, maybe add an away game, and give them 
a try. Sign up as a student, instructor or volunteer at a women's sail-
ing seminar or clinic — that counts too. Corinthian, Half Moon Bay 
and Island YCs host such events.
 Not female? That's OK, we know you guys outnumber us on the 
race course. Winter would be a great time to train up a female crew-
member or signifi cant other on the helm. Are you female, but don't 
own a boat? You don't need to have your own boat to participate. Ask 
the skipper(s) you sail with if they're willing to let you prove yourself 
at the helm. Other options abound, including club charters — and 
boat shopping!

— chris

in the Sun would be it. Garry, a career in the Sun would be it. Garry, a career in the Sun
Coast Guard offi cer, and Carol, a nurse, 
acquire the run-down Valiant 40 Yellow 
Rose and spend several years restoring Rose and spend several years restoring Rose
it. The relaunch and departure coincides 
with Garry's retirement in 1996, and the 
rest of this phase of their story follows 
their many adventures between San Di-
ego and Fort Lauderdale. We particularly 
liked the collaborative writing style, which 
features separate text — and male/female 
viewpoints — by both Garry and Carol.

— jr
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"These are the golden years" "These are the golden years" "T
might as well have been the theme for the 
26th annual Baja Ha-Ha — sponsored 
by the fi ne people at Latitude 38.  For no 
matter whether the participants were 7 
or 77, male or female, there were lots 
of memorable moments in the Ha-Ha.
 As Walt and Linda Dreschler of the 
Everett, Washington, Moody 47 Pelluci-
dar put it, "We had a blast, having to dar put it, "We had a blast, having to dar
pinch ourselves that we were actually 
at the start, sailing almost all of leg one 
and all of leg two, which were much all of leg two, which were much all
longer distances than we ever sailed be-
fore. It was the experience of a lifetime; 
we had a blast and met cruisers who 
will be friends for life."
 There were two new features to this 
year's Ha-Ha. First, adding a third stop 
at Man o' War Cove. And second, hav-
ing to deal with the prospect of the rem-
nants of what once had been Tropical 
Storm Raymond. In the previous 50 
years, no signifi cant storm had ever 
crossed the Ha-Ha route when the fl eet 
was passing through.
 Given the uncertainty of what be-
came a depression — and the unfor-
tunate fact that nobody maintains 150 
open slips in Cabo just for the arrival of 
the Ha-Ha — the fl eet ended up being 
fragmented before the start of the third 
leg. Fifteen boats stayed in Man o' War 
Cove in the care of much-experienced 
bluewater cruiser 'Polar Bear David', 
who was aboard Jim Carter's Catali-
na 34 Ripple. David has sailed tens of 
thousands of ocean miles with his Ta-
yana 52, has rounded both horns, and 
has intimate knowledge of Turtle Bay.
 Fifty-seven boats, about four times 
as many as last year, were accommo-
dated by the hard-working staff at Ma-
rina Cabo San Lucas, thanks to the 

never-ending communication efforts of 
Assistant Poobah Patsy Verhoeven on 
the Gulfstar 50 Talion. Others found 
shelter in slips at Puerto Los Cabos or 
anchored inside the waters of that ma-
rina's basin. A smaller fourth group 
hustled the 300 miles around to La Paz. 
 No matter where the boats went, all 
were sheltered in place well in advance 
of what was left of the depression. None 
were hit by more than 20 knots of wind, 
and most saw much less. All, however, 
were drenched by torrential rain.
 Thanks to three of Cabo's annual 
fi ve days of rain falling on the sched-
uled days of the third leg of the Ha-Ha, 
Saturday's prize-giving ceremony had, 
for the fi rst time in a quarter century, 
to be cancelled. It so happened that the 
Profl igate crew was eating in Cabo's Mi Profl igate crew was eating in Cabo's Mi Profl igate
Casa restaurant, which features both a 
covered and large alfresco dining area, 
during the time period the awards cer-
emony normally would have been held. 
Torrential rain, driven by gusts in 
the 30s, suddenly drenched the well-
dressed alfresco diners, splattering 
them with bougainvillea fl owers. Watch-
ing them fl ee their meals and seats was 
as good as any slapstick comedy we've 
ever seen.

 A total of 121 boats with 464 sail- A total of 121 boats with 464 sail- A
ors started the 26th annual, 750-mile 
Baja Ha-Ha from San Diego to Cabo 
San Lucas, with stops at Turtle Bay, 
Bahia Santa Maria and, for the fi rst 
time, Man o' War Cove in Mag Bay. Jeff 
Berry's Bristol 29.9 Whirled Peas was Whirled Peas was Whirled Peas
the smallest entry. Stephen Sidaras 
and Lisa Wallace's Deerfoot 72 Deerfoot 
II from Austin, Texas, was the largest, II from Austin, Texas, was the largest, II
because Rick Jakaus's Frers 111 Cyg-

nus Montanus from Stockholm was a nus Montanus from Stockholm was a nus Montanus
last-minute cancellation.
 The 13 multihulls represented a big 
drop from 25 last year. The smallest cat 
was Kyrie, a Prout Snowgoose 37 that 
has sailed around the world, with the 
Grieser family, from Juneau, Alaska. 
The largest cat, not counting the 63-
ft mothership Profl igate, was Ticket to 
Ride, a sparkling new HH55 Cayman 
Islands-fl agged carbon cat owned by 
Frank and Mary Grace Stich of North-
ern California. The single trimaran was 
Greg and Jeanne Carter's Novato-based 
homebuilt Farrier 36 Ravenswing. One- 
hundred boats fl ew spinnakers or gen-
nakers; 21 were white sails only.  
 The 26th Ha-Ha started with the 
Last Cheeseburgers in Paradise Kick-
Off Costume Party in the West Marine 
superstore in San Diego. There were 
lots of great costumes, but for sight- 
gag humor, none rivaled the oversized 
masks of Supreme Leader Kim Jong-
un and President Trump, as worn by 
Kevin and Katie of the Kauai-based 

Francesca Rand enjoys one of the many spectacular Pacifi c sunsets aboard John Sweeney's 
Chance 55 'Glory'.
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Fortunately, the Ha-Ha's sophisticated 
handicap system and high-speed com-
puters are able to account for such im-
precisions, so it was no big deal.
 After a few years of light winds, this 
year's Ha-Ha delivered. There was nice 
sailing the fi rst day and for those who 
went outside, the rest of the way to Tur-
tle Bay. Six boats would sail the entire 
fi rst leg: Paul McGarvey's lovely alumi-
num sloop Elan from Vancouver, B.C.; 
Arinaar, Eric and Kerry Meiier's Bristol 
40 from Portland; Patsy Verhoeven's 
Talion from La Paz; Kevin and Katie Talion from La Paz; Kevin and Katie Talion
Millett's custom 50 cat Nawiliwili from 
Kauai; Day Dream, Robert Day's New-
port Beach-based J/122; and the afore-
mentioned Ravenswing. Day Dream
nipped Kalewa for line honors.  Kalewa for line honors.  Kalewa
 While a few folks, mostly less ex-
perienced sailors on white-sails boats, 

50-ft custom cat Halewa. The party 
gave the kids a chance to set up a 'no 
adults' radio net on the Ha-Ha. Adults 
weren't allowed to listen in, but appar-
ently, it was a big hit.
 Once again, numerous offi cials and 
dignitaries from San Diego, the Port of 
San Diego, and Mexico were on hand 
for the huge Monday morning starting 
parade off Shelter Island aboard Dol-
phin — organized by Ken Franke of the 
Sportfi shing Association of California —Sportfi shing Association of California —Sportfi shing Association of California
which was loaded with TV crews, pho-
tographers, and mandatory mariachi 
band. With a port tug giving the fl eet a 
six-nozzle send-off, it was a lively start 
to the event.
 The Poobah is not saying that the 
fl eet was eager to get going, but 10 
minutes before the offi cial start, 90% 
of the fl eet was over the line early. 

groused a little about what they felt was 
the lack of wind, most of the sailors were 
more than satisfi ed, having sailed 50% 
to 80% of the fi rst leg. As one pointed 
out, "I sailed more in the fi rst leg this 
year than in the entire Ha-Ha last year." 
And multi-Ha-Ha vet Leonard Lee on 
the San Diego-based Hunter Legend 
40 Mi Casa described having enjoyed a 
"sleigh ride" during parts of leg one.
 The fi shing was as good as the sail-
ing. One boat landed a tuna just south 
of the Coronado Islands, and the next 
day the irrepressible Jacques Lorch of 
the Long Beach-based Irwin 38 Jacquot-
Bateau landed a 60-inch wahoo. Bateau landed a 60-inch wahoo. Bateau
 It was a curious year for weather. 
In the weeks prior to the start of the 
Ha-Ha, the weather in San Diego had 
been spectacular. There were endless 
days of cloud-free skies and salubrious 
temperatures. The fi rst day and night of 
Ha-Ha sailing featured the same clear 
skies and unusually warm and dry con-
ditions. But on the second day, things 
got weird. Thick clouds descended over 
the fl eet and it got cold. Really cold for 
off the coast of Baja. The majority of 
the fl eet arrived in desert-like Turtle 
Bay to fi nd these same overcast skies 
and unusually cool temperatures. What 
warmed things up was the people of 
Turtle Bay rolling out a redder-than-
ever red carpet for the fl eet. Of course, 
some things never change. The rick-
ety stairs up to the pier and the pier 
itself were as dangerous as ever, and 
Gordo was vending fuel at $7 a gallon. 
 There were also enterprising boys 
and young men who collected trash for 
$3 a bag, delivered ice, and offered ferry 
service ashore. 
 After some quick socializing with 
the always-friendly locals, it was time 
for the World Famous Turtle Bay 

Clockwise from top left: "And they're off!"; Benny Bones says adios to San Diego; The Modern Sailing 
School & Club gang on their Spencer 1330 'Coho II'; David and Becky Elmore of 'Tranquility' going 
full Day of the Dead; The most tremendous Halloween-costume duo in the history of our country 
(believe me), courtesy of 'Halewa'; The welcome in Turtle Bay. Center photo: An unidentifi ed boat 
fl ies their chute. Bottom left: The Ha-Ha fl eet at night; Assistant Poobah Patsy Verhoeven's 'Talion'. 

It was a great Ha-Ha for fi shing.

AN
TO

N
IA

 F
EL

IX

AL
L 

PH
O

TO
S 

TH
E 

G
R

AN
D

 P
O

O
BA

H
 O

R
 B

AJ
A 

H
A-

H
A.

C
O

M
 U

N
LE

SS
 O

TH
ER

W
IS

E 
N

O
TE

D

BE
N

N
Y 

BO
N

ES

M
O

D
ER

N
 S

AI
LI

N
G

LA
TI

TU
D

E 
/ J

O
H

N
 

December, 2019  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 59



BAJA HA-HA XXVI —

Cruisers Bazeball game, which in-
cluded participation by seemingly ev-
ery Mexican boy and girl in the region. 
They love their bazeball, which is re-
fl ected in the fact that the stadium is 
the pride of the dusty village. 
 Ha-Ha-brand bazeball is extremely 
fast-paced, with pitches every 20 sec-
onds or less, no strikeouts allowed, and 
participants aged 3 to 70. It is a bla-
tantly sexist event, however, as when-
ever possible, women and girls are safe 
no matter what happens. So all three 
pitchers, Kenny Knoll of the Irwin 65 
Jersey Girl — a one-time pick of the Jersey Girl — a one-time pick of the Jersey Girl
Dodgers — the Grand Poobah, and KJ 
of the Malibu-based Nautitech 40 cat 
Cheval de la Mer, were all shelled. This 
year's bazeball game was prefaced by 
a singing of the American national an-
them by Wade of Kyrie, who normally 
sings opera. Most people stood with 
hands over hearts, and many sang 
along. Ironically, the most solemn and 
respectful of all were the Mexican kids.
 After the conclusion of the game —
which ended with the score of Mexi-
can kids 354, cruiser men, 220, and 
cruiser women 700 — all the baseball 
equipment was given out to the 100 or 
so kids. It was a minor mob scene, but 
each kid got more than one item, and 
there was still stuff left over for dona-
tions farther down the line. After the 
game, everyone headed down to the 
beach restaurants, which were more 
numerous and brightly lit than ever be-
fore. The skies may have been gray and 
the temps a little cool, but spirits were 
warm and bright. 
 One of the main activities during the 
two full days in Turtle Bay was the 9 
a.m. VHF net, where skippers asked for 
assistance. As always, a number of par-
ticipants offered their diesel and elec-
trical and rigging skills for free. Leo of 

Mi Casa seemed to jump at the chance Mi Casa seemed to jump at the chance Mi Casa
to help in any way he could, but there 
were many others, too. And Chuck and 
Sabine of Ullman Sails began fi xing the 
fi rst of what would be 15 damaged sails 
on Profl igate. For free.
 Day Two is beach party day at Turtle 
Bay, and the weather turned 'typical', 
with lots of sun and warm tempera-
tures. There were beers and tacos from 
several local vendors. The Poobah's hot 
dog stand raised $700 for Mexican kids 
in elementary schools who normally 
have to watch classmates eat lunch 
while they go hungry. Some cruisers 
paid as much as $100 for a hot dog. 
We're looking at you with thanks, John. 
Jacques Lorch also donated fi lets of his 
wahoo to raise money.
 The annual men-versus-women tug 
of war resulted in a 26th straight victory 
for the women. Some of the men grum-
bled about allowing eight women to pull 
for every man. Unfortunately for them, 
whining is not permitted in the Ha-Ha.

 The weather forecast for the sec- The weather forecast for the sec- T
ond leg was promising, and after a brief 
'rolling start', there was 12- to 18-knots 
of wind and excellent sailing; 33 boats 
sailed the entire leg, the highest num-
ber for any leg in years. Line honors 
fl ip-fl opped from the fi rst leg: the cat 
Kalewa nipped the J/122 Day Dream. 
 After the fl eet arrived at 240-mile 
distant Bahia Santa Maria, one boat 
reported having seen 44 knots of wind, 
and others in the high 30s. Having 
never seen such winds on the Ha-Ha 
course in 25 years, the Poobah was just 
a tiny bit skeptical. But Daniel Casey of 
the Jeanneau 469 Shanti had a photo of Shanti had a photo of Shanti
his instruments showing 38 knots. The 
Poobah became an embarrassed be-
liever instead of a doubter. Forty knots 
has four times, not twice, the force of 20 
knots, and as one might expect, there 
was quite a bit of damage. The Code 
Zero on Thomas Elliot's Beneteau 41 
tore, while the tack on John Sweeney's 
Chance 50 Glory's asymmetrical "ex-Glory's asymmetrical "ex-Glory's
ploded." Mike and Colleen Vining of the 
Honolulu-based Lagoon 420 Air Bend-
er wrapped their chute and described er wrapped their chute and described er
the conditions as being similar to the 
boisterous ones off Hawaii. There was 
broaching aplenty. Spinnaker poles 
were bent. And the dinghy on Stephen 
Sidaris' Dashew 72 Deerfoot II some-Deerfoot II some-Deerfoot II
how went missing.  
 The potentially most dangerous sit-
uation developed on Kevin Stenberg's 
Raven, one of four Catalina 42s in the 
Ha-Ha. Her chute blew, the pole broke, 
and then the sheets on her headsail 

came loose and started fl ogging madly. 
Kevin went to the bow in an ill-advised 
attempt to tame the fl ogging sheets. In-
stead, one sheet wrapped around his 
neck, but he was able to slip free of it 
before he was garroted by his own boat. 
Before long, the headsail was in the wa-
ter, and shortly thereafter had fouled 
both the prop and the rudder. Raven 
was helpless in beam seas, and appar-
ently without a functioning radio. They 
fi red an orange fl are, which attracted 
the attention of both Rich and Sharon 
Premzic's Outbound 46 Bumblebee and Bumblebee and Bumblebee
Carlton Baab's Swan 46 Obsession. As it 
turned out, the sail came free of Raven's
prop and rudder on its own, and the 
boat made it to Bahia Santa Maria with-
out material assistance. But Obsession
and Bumblebee put in eight hours es-
corting Raven to port — a perfect exam-
ple of the Ha-Ha cruising spirit. 
 Except for that big squall, which 
lasted an hour or so and seemed to af-
fect about a quarter of the fl eet, the sail-
ing was terrifi c. Frank and Mary Grace 
Stich of Ticket to Ride reported "an Ticket to Ride reported "an Ticket to Ride
amazing sail." Despite having a boom 
vang break, Peter and Tracy Cowperth-
waite of Portola Valley-based Hylas 49 

A little 'bazeball' action in Turtle Bay.
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THE GOLDEN YEARS

MickeyJean said they had their "best 24 MickeyJean said they had their "best 24 MickeyJean
hours of sailing, ever"; Steven and Deb-ever"; Steven and Deb-ever
orah Ginder of Park City-based Jean-
neau 45.2 Exit Strategy said the same, 
while many skippers reported their 
highest boat speeds ever. The route to 
Turtle Bay passes over Uncle Sam and 
Thetis banks, so the fl eet continued to 
land lots of fi sh. The duo on Kalewa
hauled in seven tuna in one hour be-
fore putting the hooks aside. The crew 
on the Marina del Rey-based Lagoon 
40 Rochambeau caught nine yellowfi n Rochambeau caught nine yellowfi n Rochambeau
and a mahi. One boat even landed a 
human-sized marlin. This was a great 
year for Ha-Ha fi shing.
  The second leg also featured lots of 
wildlife. Anything over 12 dolphins is 
not a pod, but offi cially, a super pod. 
They were everywhere, and the mem-
bers unusually acrobatic. Many tur-
tles were spotted, and Profl igate had Profl igate had Profl igate
a killer whale racing up her transom. 
While far offshore, David and Becky 
Elmore of the Catalina 36 Tranquility 

were visited by a 'LBB' — little brown 
bird. They fed it dinner, after which, 
unbeknownst to them, it sneaked be-
low and spent the night. After a rest on 
David's chest in the cockpit the next 
morning, the LBB continued on its way.
 Spectacular Bahia Santa Maria has 
always been the fl eet's favorite stop on 
the Ha-Ha. The huge anchorage is well 
protected, the views from the local 
peaks are spectacular, the panga guys panga guys panga
are as friendly as can be, and phone and 
internet connections are both reliable. 
 On the second day, Victor, the 
Poobah's friend of over 20 years, put 
on another great show, offering up 
lunch, cold beers, and a rock 'n' roll 
band that had traveled many miles 
from La Paz to play. The rock 'n' roll 
on the bluff overlooking the 100-plus 
boats in a normally empty bay was, 
as always, surreal. Special features 
were Rich Brazil of Tally Ho joining Tally Ho joining Tally Ho
the band to sing Hotel California, and 
Doña de Mallorca Spindler, head of se-

curity, leading her annual conga line.
 Some members of the Ha-Ha fl eet 
are more introverted then others. As 
was the case in Turtle Bay, they could 
anchor at the fringes of the huge an-
chorage at BSM and hike to the local 
peaks, explore the nearby mangroves, 
and beachcomb in solitude. 

It was the morning after Victor's 
party that the 26th annual Ha-Ha 
took a turn for the unusual, a func-
tion of both the weather and changing 
times. Cabo has become so ridiculously 
popular — 16 more luxury hotels are 
planned or under construction — that 
there simply is no longer a viable venue 
for a party on Medano Beach that isn't 
half sex show and half drunkfest, nei-
ther of which are Ha-Ha values. So the 
decision was made to spend an extra 
day at BSM, and one less day in Cabo. 
Someone suggested that the former 
Cabo day be spent at Man o' War Cove 
in Mag Bay, about 27 miles from Ba-
hia Santa Maria. The Poobah, who had 
never been there, thought a new stop, 
even though not exactly on the way to 
Cabo, would be worth trying.
 The Poobah is sure that Man o' War 
Cove is often wonderful, but as soon as 
Profl igate rounded the corner, an enor-Profl igate rounded the corner, an enor-Profl igate
mous and relentless kamikaze squadron 
of bugs descended. Hoping it was just a 
phenomenon caused by passing a small 
fi sh camp, the Poobah thought Man o' 
War would be as pestilence free as Tur-
tle Bay and Bahia Santa Maria have al-
ways been. Alas, it was not to be, and in 
fact it stayed that way in the anchorage. 
 What made it even more disap-
pointing was the fact that getting 
to Man o' War, which has attractive 
scenery, required an extra four or fi ve 
hours of motoring. To make the most 
of the situation, the Poobah held a 

Clockwise from top left: A party on 'Profl igate'; The crowd goes wild at the Bahia Santa Maria beach 
party; Kevin and Katie of the Kauai-based 'Halewa' kick back some cold ones; Bartending at BSM; 
That's BSM guru Victor and the Grand Poobah himself; An impromptu diving contest; Center: The 
World Famous Conga Line. Bottom left: A four-legged cruiser enjoys the view. Middle left: The views 
of boats and Baja are always on demand in one of the world's largest cruiser rallies.  

The fl eet on tranquil water somewhere in Baja.
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Junior Olympics diving contest for kids 
off the back of Profl igate, after which 
there was a raft-up behind Profl igate. 
KJ, who had been such an excellent 
pitcher at the bazeball game, led most 
of the singing. Jacques Lorch of Jac-
quot-Bateau and Lisa of the Lipari 41 quot-Bateau and Lisa of the Lipari 41 quot-Bateau
Winston headed up the wild and cra-Winston headed up the wild and cra-Winston
zy back porch dance corps. 
 The Man o' War stop soon be-
came a minor issue, as Commanders 
Weather, and websites eebmike and 
Windy indicated that a tropical de-
pression had formed to the south and 
was headed right toward Cabo. What's 
more, there was a chance that it would 
reach tropical-storm force, although it 
would surely drop down to a depres-
sion again well before it reached Cabo. 
Depending on whether you believed 
the US model or the European mod-
el, the diminishing depression would 
work its way up either the west or the 
east of Baja. Of course, the next day 
both models fl ip-fl opped on what side 
of Baja it would go up, and the Na-
tional Hurricane Center said it would 
go up the middle. Weather models are 
like that, and they would all change 
dramatically in the next few days.
 Although it was unlikely that the de-
pression would be serious, the Grand 
Poobah had to assume the worst. As 
such, he advised all members of the 
fl eet to evaluate the weather for them-
selves and make a decision about what 
to do. If they had been assured a berth 
in Cabo or Puerto Los Cabos, the choice 
was pretty clear: They could safely con-
tinue onto those places. The only two 
other options, given the lack of viable 
anchorages between Mag Bay and La 
Paz, were to hustle down around Cabo 
and up to La Paz, or stay in well-pro-
tected Man o' War Cove. After laying 
out the options, the Poobah suggested 
that those with slower boats, unreliable 
engines, and less experienced sailors 
or kids, might want to stay where they 

were, or return to nearby BSM, which 
had better internet and phone service, 
so each skipper could follow the weath-
er for themselves.
 Had the Poobah been sailing on his 
own, he would have stayed in Bahia 
Santa Maria, but there were numer-
ous berthing and fi rst-time paperwork 
issues that had to be overseen. Polar 
Bear David was appointed to fi ll in for 
the Poobah; 18 boats decided to stay.
 What really complicated things for 
some boats staying behind was that 
some had crew with plane reservations 
out of Cabo days before any of the stay- 
behind boats would be able to get there. 
As a result, small groups of sailors got 
onto pangas to San Carlos, then into pangas to San Carlos, then into pangas
cars to La Paz, then onto buses to the 
airport. Getting out of Mexico without 
a prior visa can be tricky, but given the 
threat of the storm, we assume offi cials 
were sympathetic. It was out of neces-
sity that the fl eet split into four groups, 
and that the last leg of the Ha-Ha was 
cancelled, as was the awards ceremony.

Thanks to the constant communica-
tion between Assistant Poobah Patsy on 
Talion and the marina, many of the 51 Talion and the marina, many of the 51 Talion
original boats with confi rmed reserva-
tions in Cabo were switched around in 
order to squeeze in another seven more 
boats. One great new success of this 
year's Ha-Ha was the pre-check-in pro-
cess initiated by ship's agent Victor. His 
tent was set up on the fuel dock pier at 
noon on Friday, and he quickly issued 
all the paperwork for the 71 boats that 
had signed up prior to the Ha-Ha. It 
worked out brilliantly. Crew who need-
ed to get out Saturday (or even Friday) 
could do so. This will be a major feature 
of all future Ha-Ha's. Also big successes 
were the brief visits by Agriculture and 
Aduana (customs), which were free and 
took fi ve minutes.
 The crews that arrived in Cabo 
had a raging bit of dance party fun at 
Squid Roe on Friday night. The crews at 

Puerto Los Cabos apparently organized 
their own party. But the surprise is 
that the boats that had to stay behind 
at Mag Bay were the big winners. They 
had a big bonfi re, and a pizza party at 
a New Age whale exhibit; 29 of them 
boarded the 42-ft Alibi IV for a wild, 12-Alibi IV for a wild, 12-Alibi IV
hour beer and food run to San Carlos, 
and on the last night, they scored 66 
lobsters for dinner when the owner of 
the only restaurant, who was in La Paz, 
gave them free run of his establishment. 
Mexicans in Baja can be like that.
 When the remnants of Raymond 
fi nally hit the various Ha-Ha factions, 
it was with lots of rain but hardly any 
wind. The rain closed ports and air-
ports at Cabo, La Paz, and even Loreto. 
Streets were fl ooded, often with raw sew-
age. But after 24 hours, it was history.
 That one or two boats felt aban-
doned should serve as an important 
reminder to those thinking about doing 
the Ha-Ha in the future. The Notice of 
the Rally clearly states that the Ha-Ha 
is not "an offshore baby-sitting service" 
and is only open to those willing to sail 
to Cabo on their own. 
  Assistant Poobah Patsy Verhoeven 
responded to literally thousands of 
emails before the event, and respond-
ed to thousands of InReach messages 
during the event. She rarely had time 
to come on deck. The Poobah couldn't 
have done the Ha-Ha without her, nor  
without all the other behind-the-scenes 
work done by Doña de Mallorca Spin-
dler. A huge thanks also goes out to the 
crew of Profl igate: Dino, Chris, Sabra, 
Gordon, Edwin, Christopher, Lynn, 
Mia, Donna, and Scott.
 Mind you, nobody is looking for even 
an ounce of sympathy. The Poobah, the 
Assistant Poobah, the Chief of Security, 
and the Profl igate crew all love putting Profl igate crew all love putting Profl igate
on the Ha-Ha. Absolutely love it! It al-
lows us to enjoy our Golden Years.

— richard spindler
aka the grand poobah
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From left: Edmund Smith's 'Sonho' heads into Cabo; Tikis in Baja? Apparently. Stan Palwak gets the Spirit of the Ha-Ha award from Doña DM Spindler. 
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THE GOLDEN YEARS

 And now, some notes and remarks 
from a few of the participants:
  — Stan Palwak of the Beneteau 411 
Believe is the hands-down winner for 
Spirit of the Ha-Ha. Having to walk bent 
over from what Doña de Mallorca Spin-
dler understood to be a burst artery in 
or near his spine, Stan believes he, with 
crew, can still enjoy sailing. 
 — Eric and Kerry Meiier of the 
48-year-old Bristol 40 Arinaar not only Arinaar not only Arinaar
sailed the entire fi rst leg with their spin-
naker up, they hand-steered. Indeed, in 
a yeoman like effort, they had to hand- 
steer the entire 750-mile Ha-Ha course 
because all efforts to repair the autopi-
lot failed. Nonetheless, they report hav-
ing had "a great time, especially seeing 
all the sea life. Best of all was the LBB!" 
 — "When our dinghy engine died at 
Bahia Santa Maria two miles away from 
the fl eet, four boats offered to come get 
us, with Runaway getting the honors. Runaway getting the honors. Runaway
So nice to know that we weren't alone 
and were part of such a helpful group of 
people." Kim and Donna Eddy, Amazing 
Grace III, Island Packet 44.Grace III, Island Packet 44.Grace III
 — "Oh wow, so much more of every-
thing than we expected." John and Sue 

Adams family, Winston, Lipari 41 cat. 
They've sold their house, car, and ev-
erything in Sausalito, and are starting 
a new kind of life with their son. 
 — "We had great sailing this year, 
and it was wonderful to meet everyone. 
An incredible event." Kevin Millett, who 
is on his third Ha-Ha, and new wife  
Katy.
 — "Great wind for the Ha-Ha. Lots of 
sail changes, and we had a real rocket 
scientist on the foredeck." Jane and 
Jerry McNaboe of Shamaal.
 — "We caught 12 fi sh. The Mag Bay 
stop was really cool. While in Turtle 
Bay we worked on Unicorn's genset and Unicorn's genset and Unicorn's
Mermaid Magnet. In BSM, we worked 
on MickeyJean's vang, and MickeyJean's vang, and MickeyJean's Bumblebee's
genset and leaking rudder post. We 
sailed all of the fi rst two legs." Paul Mc-
Garvey, Radford 46, Elan.
 — "We had a great time again in 
this, our fourth Ha-Ha. The music raft- 
up behind Profl igate in Man o' War Cove Profl igate in Man o' War Cove Profl igate
was fun." Tom and Marianne Mangold, 
Hunter 42cc Prana
 — "Awesome time! Love the cama-
raderie and the parties. Also appreci-
ated the charitable spirit of most folks 

toward the 
people in the 
small towns 
of Baja. 
Loved play-
ing soccer 
and volley-
ball with lit-
tle kids on the beach in Turtle Bay, and 
meeting the friends and skilled panga 
drivers of BSM. Great time dancing on 
aft porch of Profl igate." Ken and Kristie 
Naime, Hudson Force 50, Kristina Marie.
 — "We fl ew our cruising spinnaker 
on every leg. The highlights were the 
double rainbow at sunset on Leg Two, 
and the spectacular night sail to Cabo 
on the last night." Doug Villepique, 
Spindrift 43, Kanumera. (The double 
rainbow was seen by many boats.)
 — "A great start to our new cruising 
life. First time extended passage of three 
days. First time catching fi sh, yellowfi n 
and tuna, on our boat. First time BBQ-
ing fi sh 80 miles offshore. Lovely peo-
ple. Awesome fun." Julian Jones and 
Colin McMillan, Passport 42, Boundless
— The tentative dates for Baja Ha-Ha 
XXVII are November 2-14. Be there!

Cabo San Lucas.
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CHRIS BOOME
INSURANCE AGENCY

650-464-0728

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALIST

Here's what our customers have to say: 
 
“Chris has precisely the qualities that a boat owner should be looking 
for in an insurance agent...” –Tim Knowles, Wyliecat 39 Lilith, San 
Francisco Bay

 “…I have learned that if you are in a hurricane, have Chris Boome as 
your insurance agent.” – John & Sharon Warren, Passport 47, Warren 
Peace, MX

"We have been using Chris Boome for insurance on Golden Moon 
for 18 years.  I recommend him wholeheartedly.” – Kame Richards, 
Express 37 Golden Moon, San Francisco Bay

A DECEMBER 
TO REMEMBER!
A DECEMBER 
TO REMEMBER!
Christmas is a time for giving, and I want to help 
support sailing in San Francisco Bay by donating 
100 percent of my new business commissions 
for policies sold in December.
Just tell me you saw this ad, and you will support 
groups like: 

• Alameda Community Sailing Center, 
• Bay Area Association of Disabled Sailors

• Encinal Sailing Foundation, 
• Peninsula Youth Sailing Foundation
• Richmond Yacht Club Foundation

• St. Francis Sailing Foundation
• Treasure Island Sailing Center.

Merry Christmas & Thanks to all of my customers!
Chris

Call Chris 650-464-0728
chris@chrisboome.com       www.chrisboome.com       License: OA99058



WHERE'D WINDSURFING GO?
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 On July 3, 2008, the wind came 
out of nowhere. I drove down to Hs Lord-
ships in Berkeley Marina to have a look, 
and was about to call it a day when the 
breeze turned on in a big way, going from 
glassy to 25-ish knots in short moments. 
I happily charged ahead, even though the 
sudden breeze was at the top end of the 
range for my gear. I was 33 years old, 
full of confi dence, and hubris, and hav-
ing my best-ever season of windsurfi ng. 
 What could've possibly gone wrong? 
 I had a few good runs before feeling 
seriously overpowered, and sailed the 
two-ish miles to the Oakland toll plaza 
beach at the eastern end of the Bay 
Bridge, where the breeze stays lighter 
and the water fl atter, and found a good 
rhythm again. It was still super windy, 
but manageable, even awesome. I went 
into some of the fastest, smoothest jibes 
of my life. 
 It got windier still, and I went for 
another warp-speed jibe; I leaned into 
the turn before I suddenly felt a terrible 
weightlessness. Everything moved in 
an awful slow motion. The sail felt light, 
then instantly snapped full. I felt an ago-
nizing pop, and fell in waist-deep water. 
 When I stood up, my shoulder was 
hanging out of its socket.  In excruciating 
pain, I dragged my gear into the bushes, 
and started the nearly four-mile-long 
walk back to Berkeley. I was barefoot 
and wearing a wetsuit, and had to walk 
on the narrow shoulder of a busy Inter-
state 80, against traffi c, for about three 
quarters of a mile. When I was about 
a mile away (and delirious with pain), 
someone gave me a ride back to my car. 
I drove to the hospital where the doctor 
quickly grabbed my limp arm and said, 
"Just hang tight . . . and . . . There!"  
 The first thing I thought about 
wasn't the damage to my body, or the 
time and money I would lose from work; 
I didn't ponder the total time and money 
spent windsurfi ng, nor the opportunity 
costs subtracted from pursuing other 
things, the strain on relationships, or the 
overarching "toll" that windsurfi ng — no 
matter how fulfi lling and endlessly fun 
it was — took on the rest of my life. 
 All I thought about, as my shoulder 
popped back into place, was how soon I 
would be able to sail again. 

Calling sailing or windsurfing 
an addiction is, to me, both a clunky 
and apt way to describe the sport and 
lifestyle. I grew up under the ethos that 
one should be devoted to at least a few 
sports, ideally those tied to the weather 
and its changing conditions.  

 Without taking ourselves too serious-
ly, this magazine fi rmly believes that sail-
ing is good for people, and perhaps the 
world would be a better place if everyone 
could take the time to be on the water. 
 But as we all know, fewer and fewer 
people are sailing. Windsurfi ng has had 
a particularly dramatic arc, from raging 
popularity to the now-common question, 
"Do people still windsurf?" 
 Windsurfi ng was well represented in 
the pages of Latitude 38 in the maga-Latitude 38 in the maga-Latitude 38
zine's early days, before it slowly disap-
peared through the '90s. In 2001, Sports 
Illustrated ran a story with the lengthy Illustrated ran a story with the lengthy Illustrated
title, "Where have all the windsurfers 
gone? It was the adventure sport of the 
1980s, but now, sinking in popular-
ity while its sister sport soars." (That 
sister sport is kitesurfi ng, which, after 
booming in the early aughts, has also 
been declining in numbers.) Sports Il-
lustrated quoted the National Sporting lustrated quoted the National Sporting lustrated
Goods Association, which said that 
"windsurfi ng participation in the United 
States plummeted by 71.4% between 
1995 and 2000. There were only 200,000 
Americans who got on a board more 
than once last year, a substantial drop 
from more than a million during the 
mid-'80s." In 2011, The New York Times
reported that "from 1999 to 2004, wind-
surfi ng ranked dead last among some 
80 American recreational pursuits. 
While nearly 10% of the population in 
2004 said it Jet-Skied, less than 2% 
windsurfed."  
 "Where did windsurfi ng go wrong?" 
the Sports Illustrated article asked. Sports Illustrated article asked. Sports Illustrated
"Much of the blame can be assigned to 
those who marketed the sport after 
its initial surge in popularity. Instead 
of promoting windsurfing as physi-
cally challenging, environmentally 
sound and accessible to practitioners 
at all levels, 'wind snobs' played up the 
extreme element. Television coverage 
and product brochures featured acro-
bats negotiating mast-high swells in 
Maui and freestyle daredevils execut-
ing midair sorcery in 30-knot winds." 
 It's helpful to understand windsurf-
ing's original novelty and initial boom, 
in order to fully grasp its decline. 
 The documentary Wind & Water — 
The Invention of Windsurfing, traces 
the sport's modern roots to the 1930s, 
when Tom Blake, a Wisconsin native 
and Hawaii transplant who would go on 
to be a surfi ng pioneer, designed a surf-
board with a sail plopped on it, though 
Blake could only lie on his stomach and 
putt around. In 1964, Newman Darby 
designed a sailboard "out of frustra-
tion because the waves on lakes, like 

the one near his home in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, were not big enough to 
surf on," The New York Times reported. Times reported. Times
A few years later, "Jim Drake and Hoyle 
Schweitzer built what they called a Skate 
before renaming it the Baja Board and 
fi nally the Windsurfer," the Times said. Times said. Times
There was some controversy over the 
patent, and therefore windsurfi ng's true 
roots, but the enthusiastic Schweitzer 
is often called the father of the sport. 
"It was only through passion — I think 
through the Schweitzers — that [wind-
surfi ng] grew the way it did," said Robby 
Naish, windsurfi ng's greatest maestro, 
in Wind & Water.  
 There was, and remains, confusion 
over what to call the sport. "As a result of 
attempts to claim the word 'windsurfer' 
as a trademark, participants [were]
encouraged to use different names to 
describe the sport, including 'sailboard-
ing' and 'boardsailing'. 'Windsurfi ng' has 
persisted as the accepted name," said 
Wikipedia. (Please forgive us for sourc-
ing Wiki, but the windsurfi ng page is 
surprisingly enlightening.) Sometimes, 
when rigging or unrigging, pedestrians 
ask me, "Oh, so you're going wind-, sail-,   
boarding? Is this the one with the . . . 
[motioning to the sky] . . . kite?" 
 Windsurfi ng may have never gotten 
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over its identity crisis, and had diffi culty 
defi ning itself even as the sport soared in 
international popularity in the '80s, and 
became an Olympic sport in 1984. "At 
one time referred to as 'surfi ng's ginger- 
haired cousin' by the sport's legendary 
champion, Naish, windsurfi ng has long 
struggled to present a coherent image 
of the sport to outsiders," Wikipedia 
said. The many subgenres, such as 
racing, wave sailing, speed sailing, and 
freestyle, further muddied the sport's 
identity. When kitesurfi ng came along in 
the late '90s, it seemed as if windsurfi ng 
might become a dated fad — much as 
it seemed skiing would wither and die 
when snowboarding came along. 

 "When I first started going to  "When I first started going to  "W
the Gorge, it was hard to fi nd a spot to 
even rig your gear, there were so many 
people. I was there recently, and it's 
a fraction of that," Tony Swei, one of 
the East Bay regulars, told me. Origi-
nally from the East Coast, Swei came to 
California to attend Stanford business 
school in 1989. "Me and my buddy had 
been in California a week — we were so 

happy to be here, and we decided to go 
to the Golden Gate Bridge, where we saw 
these people windsurfi ng. I was like, 'Oh 
my God what is that?'" Not long after, that?'" Not long after, that
Swei took a trip to Maui ("You literally 
could not walk across the street without 

running into gear," he repeated), where 
he saw Robby Naish sail at the famed 
Ho'okipa Beach. Swei decided to give it 
a try. "I got it pretty quick. It was just up 
hauling on big boards. It was really just 
kind of luck that I was exposed to it." 
 I only met Richard Schneider re-
cently. Originally from Austria but now 
living in Alameda, he has a strong ac-
cent (I'll spare you trying to mimic it in 
writing), is a talented sailor, and — like 
Swei and much of the East Bay crew 
— has stories about sailing all over the 
world, like Lake Garda, Italy, the Canary 
Islands and Maui. "When I was 16, we 
were south of Vienna on a huge lake and 
messing around with an old wooden sail-
boat," Schneider said. "But one day we 
were driving to Munich and I see a wind-
surfer. I had to do it as soon as I could." 
 Swei thinks windsurfing's decline 
might be attributed to the faddish na-
ture of American consumerism. "Ameri-
cans just try things and then give up. 
We want everything fed to us," he said, 
adding that windsurfi ng is still massively 
popular in Europe, an assertion which 
Schneider both affi rmed and rejected. 
 "It's a different culture; you can't com-
pare America with Europe," he said. "If 
you had something like the Bay Area in 
Europe, or a spot where there was wind 
for six or seven months a year, then on 
the weekend, you would have 10,000 
people windsurfi ng. How many wind-
surfers do you have in the Bay Area? I 
don't know. Maybe 500 or 600?" 
 Windsurfi ng — and sailing as a whole 
— has been shrinking in part because 
there are simply more things to do 
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A young man sends it in Berkeley, off Hs Lordships restaurant, in 2017 during a contest. Rather than 
fading away when kitesurfi ng took over in the 2000s, windsurfi ng actually 'improved' and progressed. 
Freestyling is another niche of the sport, and it's brought new blood and a new vibe to the scene. 

Newman Darby testing his windsurfi ng concept 
on a lake in Pennsylvania.
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with one's life. There are more niches 
available, such as kitesurfi ng (foiling or 
non-), snowboarding or skiing, surfi ng 
(now available in foiling), SUPing, or 
wake surfi ng, etc. Sailing is loaded with 
subgenres, too; where there used to be a 
handful of super-popular classes, there 
are now countless different boats to sail 
— but sailors are more likely to move 
from boat to boat and stay in the sport. 
 You can't talk about the ethos of rec-
reation without discussing the intrusion 
of our electronic devices. If any of us were 
to calculate the time spent staring at our 
screens, we'd be universally shocked at 
the totals; surely, time on phones repre-
sents time that could be spent instead on 
the dedicated pursuit of a sport. Add on 
top of all this the increased cost of living 
(we're talking to you, Bay Area) and crip-
pling traffi c, and it's obvious why fewer 
people fi nd time to sail. 
 "People defi nitely aren't sailing like 
they used to," said Anthony Sanberg, 
the founder and president of OCSC 
Sailing in Berkeley. "And if I was in my 
mid-20s or -30s, I wouldn't be sailing, 
I'd be kiteboarding." Sanberg said that 
when he fi rst started OCSC in 1979, it 
took an hour to drive from Santa Cruz 
to Berkeley Marina via Silicon Valley, 
which was farmland. "I would surf in the 
morning, and again when I got home," 
Sanberg said. 
 David Wells is a championship wind-
surfer and co-owner of 101 Surf Sports 
in San Rafael, which sells windsurfi ng 
gear. Wells admits that windsurfi ng sales 
aren't great, other than small items. 
(I've admittedly bought very little new kit 
over the years; I buy used gear from other 

boom and bust.
 "Suddenly in the '80s, everything 
changed, and people were windsurf-
ing, mountain biking and snowboarding, 
and there was a whole industry behind it 
all — even fashion companies," Schnei-
der, who is 65, said of the culture in 
Europe 30-plus years ago. "People had 
a lot of time on their hands. Everybody 
had money, everybody did well. It was a 
shift in the whole society. We had enough 
money to do some fun stuff."

"The fi rst time I got planing..." "The fi rst time I got planing..." "T
Tony Swei said to me on a few differ-
ent occasions; I don't remember his ever 
fi nishing the thought. To be fair, and to 
paraphrase an old surf-company slogan: 
"Only a [wind]surfer knows the feeling." 
 I was in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
when it fi rst happened to me. It was the 
sound that surprised me: The board 
was loud as it chattered over the water, 
which was blurry with speed. I couldn't 
believe it was real. I couldn't believe you 
could go that fast. That was 2001, and 
my every moment of windsurfi ng since 
then has essentially been chasing that 
feeling. "You're an addict, like the rest of 
us," Swei told me.
 I've always managed to work wind-
surfi ng into my life and routine in some 
kind of appropriate(-ish) balance. Still, 
on any given day during the Bay Area's 
seven-month windy season, my attention 
is instantly consumed by any and all 
indications of wind. If the leaves rustle, 
if the fog is seeping over the edges of Mt. 
Tam, then I won't stop thinking about go-
ing sailing, until I do. As soon as I'm done, 

Page 66  •  Latitude 38  •  December, 2019

windsurfers. This summer, I was given
three boards, good ones, from the crew.) I 
asked Wells about windsurfi ng's fall from 
its 1980s prominence, but he put it in 
perspective. "There wasn't as much stuff 
to do back then," he said. "There was no 
internet. There was no snowboarding." 
 But windsurfi ng is actually seeing 
a resurgence driven by technology both 
simple and high-tech, according to 
Wells. He showed me a board that felt 
like light, rigid gelcoat, but was in fact 
an inflatable. "The military invented 
the technology, called drop stitch, in 
the 1950s," Wells said, adding that the 
boards are popular among cruisers be-
cause they're easily stowed. The boards 
double as stand-up paddleboards — the 
current ultra-popular fad in boardsports 
— or low-tech windsurfers.
 The other advancement is foiling, 
which is "revolutionizing windsurfi ng," 
according to Swei. "It's lowering the 
planing threshold to 10 to 16 knots. 
The windsurfi ng season could be ten 
months long." When I spoke to wind-
surfer Jim McGrath in mid-November, 
when it was blowing 10 every day, he 
said, "It's been sailable — on a foil." But 
if windsurfi ng has a steep learning curve, 
then foiling is a rickety ladder balanced 
on the tiny peak of that curve. I've never 
tried it, but all the windsurfers who have 
told me that it takes lots of time with 
some serious crashes guaranteed for 
beginners. McGrath said that foil tech-
nology has already evolved into a second 
generation, which has made it easier.  
 Beyond technology and business 
models, don't forget about the cultural 
issues at play that fueled windsurfi ng's 
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Left to right: Robby Naish, posing with the venerable Gary Jobson, was inducted into the National Sailing Hall of Fame in 2017. "I was a sailor at heart," 
Naish said at the ceremony. "I loved tactics, I loved feeling the shifts and reading the wind and catching the bumps — that feeling that you get from 
sailing that you don’t fi nd anywhere else in life." Ditto, brah; Tom Blake on one of the fi rst sailing surfboards.
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I'm already scheming my next session.
 After the 2015 release of his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book Barbarian Days: A 
Surfi ng Life, author William Finnegan  
said of his memoir, "The book is partly 
a story about the struggle to become 
a responsible citizen and equally the 
struggle against responsibility. Surfi ng 
has always been this North Pole of ir-
responsibility; it's the ultimate useless 
thing to do. It's nature worship, it's 
rejection of duty, achievement and pro-
ductivity. It's devotion to strange gods." 
 "Addiction" sounds inherently nega-
tive. Imagine, instead, getting the best 
exercise of your life, while doing the 
funnest thing you know how to do in the 
most beautiful, awe-inspiring place you 
can be. The psycho- and physiological 
effects seem obvious, as does the insa-
tiable urge to do it again and again. 
 I've largely given up surfi ng in the Bay 
Area; it's too far to drive, good conditions 
are sparse, and it's become unbearably 
crowded. By contrast, there is unlimited 
room to windsurf, and the window for 
sailable conditions is simply enormous. 
What's more, when you're windsurfi ng, 
you're doing the thing the entire time — you're doing the thing the entire time — you're doing the thing
you're standing, planing, and using your 
entire body. When you're surfi ng, you're 
catching a wave for 5 or 10 seconds, then 
paddling, then waiting, waiting. (With 
that said, catching a good, serious wave 
is a feeling unrivaled by most sports, 
making chasing waves a dedicated life-
style. Quoting a famous surf movie, "Just 
paddling out is a total commitment.")  
 "It takes a lot of commitment to wind-
surf; you've really got to be into it to learn 
the sport," Swei said of windsurfi ng's 

infamously steep and perilous learn-
ing curve. Unlike jumping on a sailboat 
and going for a ride, or even learning 
to singlehand a dinghy in a weekend, 
windsurfi ng takes hour upon hour of 
frustration before even a glimmer of 
reward — planing — reveals itself. 
 "You've got to be into it to go through 
the beatings, and most people just don't 
have that kind of commitment," Swei 
said, adding that it's obvious why wind-
surfi ng will never be a mainstream sport. 
Richard Schneider agreed, saying, that 
young people want "instant gratifi cation 
and instant fun. But it's a long road until 
you have fun in windsurfi ng." 

A s if sensing that I'd recently writ-
ten blunt, harsh things about its current, 
run-down state, Berkeley Marina turned 
on in a big way in late August and Sep-
tember. Never have I seen such strong, 
consistent wind so late in the season. It 
was a gift that kept giving, and it seemed 
like the entire crew was always on it. This 
was the last hurrah of the season, and 
of these seasonal friendships.
 As we conclude this three-part series 
about Berkeley Marina, every windsurf-
er, public offi cial, liveaboard, sailor and 
non-sailor alike I've spoken with wants 
to see Berkeley Marina revamped and re-
stored to a safe, functioning waterfront; 
the money appears to be slowly trickling 
in. Improvements are on the horizon.
 How did Berkeley Marina get to its 
current state? "Part of the problem is 
a history of underpricing in the '60s, 
'70s and early '80s," wrote longtime 
Latitude contributor Paul Kamen in a Latitude contributor Paul Kamen in a Latitude

2018 op-ed in Berkeleyside. (Kamen is 
also vice chair of Berkeley's Parks and 
Waterfront Commission.) "In the mid-
'70s, there was a fi ve-year waiting list 
for a Berkeley berth. Back then, the low 
prices could cover the low cost of main-
taining the new infrastructure, and we 
made the mistake of not charging market 
rates and not building reserve accounts 
for dock replacement. As a result, all 
dock-replacement projects have been 
funded by loans from the California 
Department of Boating and Waterways, 
and the Marina Fund is saddled with 
debt service and interest payments." 
 A sailor who's long been involved 
in Berkeley's waterfront issues (and 
who preferred to stay anonymous) agreed 
with Kamen's assessment, and added 
that the problem is endemic to the city's 
political culture. "I like big challenges, 
but I never considered working for 
Berkeley; you get beat up by the citizens 
and the council. And the bureaucracy is 
really tough. They have a crisis-to-crisis 
mentality, and aren't good at doing some-
thing besides the current emergency."
 There is an irony to democracy. 
Groups advocate for their interests, be it 
the environment, recreational needs, or 
business-driven. When it comes to build-
ing infrastructure, say a new wind- or 
kitesurfi ng launch, each of these groups 
will inevitably need to give up something, 
but 'compromise' usually takes the form 
of lawsuits. Public projects for the public 
good become mired in battles that take 
years and gobs of money, and often sow 
bad blood. This is a healthy democracy 
in action, but it's not pretty. 
 Surely, there must be an easier way. 

From left: Catherine Betts was one of the original hardcore sailors in Berkeley. She was sponsored and traveled the country and world to windsurf. 
"The Berkeley days made me feel like a bird," she said; Top: "Berkeley got a bus to drive us and our longboards down to La Paz, driving way too fast," 
Betts said; Bottom: A windsurfer foils under the Golden Gate; A sick, super-steezy progression session off Hs Lordships in Berkeley in summer 2017.
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 "I do actually get a 
little depressed when wind-
surfing season wraps up," 
Gordon Meyer told me, after 
I asked him if he had 'with-
drawls' when the windy sea-
son is over. "October is a dead 
month for me; I don't have 
any physical activity. I can 
walk my old dog, but I'm just 
waiting for skiing. But really, 
it's the fact that I don't get to 
see my windsurfi ng friends."
 I've probably known Mey-
er, and his dog Bela, the 
longest of anyone in the crew. 
We'd talk sailing, of course, 
but would always gravitate 
toward life and politics. In 
early October, after I'd sailed my last day, 
Meyer and his wife Linda, a chef, hosted 
the East Bay crew at his house in the 
Oakland hills. The gathering was, ap-
parently, a semi-regular thing, but this 
was my fi rst invite. As I said in a previous 
article, the only membership require-
ment to this group is simply to show up 
and sail. But my 14 years makes me a 

rookie next to people who've been doing 
the sport for several decades.  
 Hanging out at the party, I said — with 
all sincerity and perhaps a tad too much 
sentimentality — "sometimes I'm almost 

happy when there's no wind;  
at least I get to chat with ev-
eryone." There was a pause, 
before Meyer, who admittedly 
loves the community, said, 
"Yeah, I'd rather be sailing."
    When contemplating wind-
surfi ng, Tony Swei said, "It's 
as much about the people as 
it is about the sport. It's very 
much a surf culture, and I 
dig that. It's about something 
bigger than you; it's West 
Coast culture instead of rigid 
East Coast institutions." (In 
November, I asked Swei how 
he was 'coping' with the end 
of the windy season. "Oh 
man, I'm so [expletive] de-

pressed," he answered.) 
 Even after serious injury, and even 
as I've struggled to properly balance my 
addiction, I, like the crew I sail with, re-
main devoted to a sport that has boomed, 
busted, and slowly come back to life. And 
right now, even when there's no wind, all 
I can think about is sailing.  

— latitude / tim

The East Bay crew. That's Gordon Meyer in the 
left front, with Carol Valk behind him. Richard 
Schneider is in the right foreground, with Doug 
Yamamoto behind him.
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WINTER SPECIAL STARTS NOW! PLEASE CALL FOR RATES

» Marine parts and supplies

» Complete haul and repair

» Engine Repair and service

Authorized dealer for

     

San Francisco's boatyard | www.sfboatworks.com



1200 Milton Road • Napa, CA 94559

(707) 252-8011

• Privately owned since 1957

• Largest full-stock marine store  
  of any marina in Northern California.

• Within a short drive of 400 wineries,  
  10 Michelin starred restaurants and  
  dozens of micro breweries.

• 400 Feet of Guest Docks

• Eight miles by boat to downtown Napa

• Epic bike rides

• Great Striper & Sturgeon fishing

• Electric entry security gate

Why Would you Want to be anyWhere else?

GROCERY • FUEL DOCK • BOATYARD • COVERED SLIPS

WhAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
ChECK OUR WEBSITE AT  

www.napavalleymarina.com

napa’s premier Full service marina

Spectacular 
sunsets
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Wealth in this context comes in Wealth in this context comes in W
numbers, but not dollars. Despite the 
title of this feature, most if not all of 
the boats profi led in this issue don't 
cost a lot to purchase, berth or operate. 
The designs are old and plentiful, and 
newcomers to the fl eets can get started 
without a big outlay of cash.
 To make it to the top of the score-
board, of course it helps to have new 
sails, a fresh racing bottom, and gear 
that won't bust in a blast of breeze. Per-
haps equally or more important is time 
spent on the water, and, for those boats 
that aren't sailed singlehanded, the crew. 

Santana 22 — Albacore
Mike Quinn/Frank Van Kirk, RYC

 Mike Quinn and Frank Van Kirk have 
owned Albacore for four years. "We start-Albacore for four years. "We start-Albacore
ed racing her immediately," says Mike. 
"Frank and I had been sailing together 
in another fl eet, but we wanted to fi nd 
an active design that could be raced by 
three people. The fact that the Santana 
22 is also economical was a bonus. We 
bought Albacore for $4,500 with new Albacore for $4,500 with new Albacore
rigging, new sails and a new bottom 
job from KKMI. That was a pretty good 
bargain!
 "We wet-sail the boat out of RYC and 
were almost immediately competitive in 
the fl eet. It's possible that we could be 
a fraction slower in super-light air, but 
there is no difference when it blows. We 
like heavy air!"
 Their toughest regatta this year was 
RYC's Big Daddy in March. "That day 
started out mean and got nastier as it 
went. Cold, windy and blowing from the 
south. We saw at least 10 boats turn 
back — not from the Santana fl eet — 
before they even exited the Richmond 
breakwall. Jan Grygier sailed an awe-
some regatta that day, could not be 
touched, and fi nished comfortably in 
fi rst."
 Their favorite regatta was the Nation-
als in July, also hosted by RYC. "The sail-
ing was beautiful, with the wind getting 
stronger every day. We had 15 boats on 
the line. Chris Klein won the event. Alba-
core got second. Phil Vandenberg ended core got second. Phil Vandenberg ended core
the regatta with bullet, bullet to fi nish 
third. Newcomer Logan Jager, who was 
rigging his new boat at the RYC docks 
for the week leading up to the regatta, 
fi nished fourth."
 Crew on Albacore include Larry Nel-Albacore include Larry Nel-Albacore
son, Todd Edmister and Grant Edmister 
(an RYC Junior — actually, all of them 
belong to RYC).
 This winter, the fl eet is enjoying the 
Jack Frost Regatta, hosted by EYC. "We 
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had 11 boats on the line, in beautiful 
November conditions, for Races 1 and 2.
 "Did I mention you can get into a race-
ready Santana 22 for less than $5,000, 
and that you can win wet- or dry-sailed?"

1) Albacore; 2) Alegre, Chris Klein, RYC; 3) 
Carlos, Jan Grygier, RYC. (15 boats)

J/24 — Downtown Uproar
Darren Cumming/Melissa Litwicki, 

SSS
 "The J/24s had a blast this year," 
reports Melissa Litwicki, "with fi ve or 
six regular participants showing up for 

eight season-coun-
ter regattas (as well 
as multiple RYC 
Wednesday night 
beer cans): StFYC's 
Spring One De-
sign, SFYC's Resin 
Regatta and Sum-
mer Keel, the Great 
Vallejo Race, Jazz 
Cup, Richmond's 
Great Pumpkin, 
and two fl eet-only 
events, one PRO'd 
by Jef f  Zarwell 
and one by Robin 
Van Vliet. We had 
a total of 30 races, 
with 6 throwouts.
 "As the winner 
of last year's Dis-
trict Champion-
ships, Jasper Van 
Vliet and the Evil 

'Albacore' leads a school of Tunas in a Great 
Pumpkin race. Their bow crews appear to have 
taken a page from the Folkboat playbook.
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Octopus team ventured to Miami Octopus team ventured to Miami Octopus
for the J/24 Worlds this past 
October. We also cobbled together 
two crews to go down to Valle de 
Bravo in late April/early May for 
the J/24 North Americans. Last 
but not least, we set up our own 
very casual Ditch event and took 
a couple of J/24s to Rio Vista for 
the long Fourth of July holiday 
weekend. We had a resoundingly 
awesome time."
 "This was a pretty challenging 
season for us," said Darren Cum-
ming. "We had a fairly slow start, 
not placing very well in the fi rst 
couple of events. I also skipped 
the Great Vallejo Race this year to 
watch the foiling catamarans. All 
this made it feel like we were play-
ing catch-up the rest of the year. 
We found our legs in the end and 
posted a lot of regatta wins in the 
second half of the season.
 "StFYC's Spring One Design 
was pretty tough. We had to sail 
that one shorthanded, unfortu-
nately. Conditions got the better of 
us, and it just wasn't possible for 

us to sail competitively. We fi nished the 
weekend with smiles, but we were down 
in the standings. 
 "The fi nal regatta of the season, the 
Great Pumpkin, was pretty exciting. 
Everything was just clicking aboard 

Downtown. We had good starts and were 
on the correct side of the course. Our 
maneuvers were so fast and fl uid, it just 
felt great. We scored three bullets for the 
day and clinched the season win.
 "Loren Moore joined us (on trim) again 

for the majority of the season events. 
We enjoy his strength and expertise. 
Carol Holder was new to Downtown
this season. Carol is super-fun to sail 
with, and a big contributor to our suc-
cess. Melissa, my partner in Downtown 
Uproar, continues as most talented and 
valuable foredeck. Marina Modlin and 
Paul Zimmer, each continuing on from 
last year, joined us for several events this 
year. Ilya Fishman, Ivan Hayes, Michele 
Soumpton and even Loren's cousin from 
Switzerland, Eli, all joined us in a race 
this year. We're happy to share the boat 
and good times with them all." 
 For their winter season, the J/24 
fl eet is joining Jeff Zarwell's Winter One 
Design. "But there are regular informal 
Sunday fun matches run out of Rich-
mond — our own 'Frosty' series — if 
people want to bring out their own boats 
to join or are looking to crew," advises 
Litwicki. "Interested folks can reach out 
to us via www.facebook.com/j24sf."
  1) Downtown Uproar, 44 points; 2) Shut Up 
and Drive, Valentin Lulevich, OPBYC, 49; 3) Evil 
Octopus, Jasper Van Vliet, RYC, 63. (6 boats)

Knarr — Niuhi
Randy Hecht/Russ Silvestri, StFYC

 The Bay Area Knarr fl eet has a heavy 
schedule: 29 races with 5 throwouts, 
ending with the Leukemia Cup on Octo-
ber 20. 
 Russ Silvestri's favorite event of the 
season was the Resin Regatta at SFYC in 

April. He re-
calls "sailing 
home in 35 
knots, laugh-
ing a l l  the 
way at the ab-
surdity. Resin 
Regatta was 
really, really 
windy! Knarrs 
a r e  s t r ong 
boats. We had 
a good series. 
We got good 
starts, had 
OK upwind 
s p e e d  a n d 
fast  down-
wind, which 
I credit to La-

ser and Finn sailing, where you go by the 
lee to reaching to ride the wave.
 "Other highlights are the family din-
ners after the Wednesday night races at 
StFYC — a ton of fun."
 The International Knarr Champion-

ship (IKC), host-
ed by SFYC in 
September, was 
by far their most 
diffi cult regatta. 
It required a dif-
ferent mindset. 
"The team was 
committed all 
year to the task 
of winning the 
IKC. We had a 
set of objectives 
and key results 
that drove our effort all year. We missed 
out on a few boatspeed things in the 
breeze, but we've learned what they are 
now."
 Randy Hecht owns the boat; Silvestri 
drives. (Hecht was traveling when we 
prepared this report.) The crew this 
year were Ethan Doyle, trim; and Nick 
Leal, bow; with Spencer Cole and Halsey 
Richartz fi lling in. 
 Incidentally, Russ is the latest in-
ductee into the Redwood High School (in 
Larskpur, class of '79) Hall of Fame.
 In 2020, Silvestri says they plan to "go 
to Bergen, with Randy driving!" Bergen, 
Norway, will host the next IKC in August.
  See www.knarr.us.
 1) Niuhi, 57 points; 2) Jon Perkins, Aquavit, 

SFYC, 77; 3) Gjendin, Graham Green, StFYC, 
120. (20 boats)

Ultimate 20 — U Decide
Phil Kanegsberg, RYC

 This year, the Ultimate 20 fl eet sailed 
the RYC Midwinters and Big Daddy, the 
Behrens and HO Lind at Tiburon YC, the 
Pacifi c Coast Championship at Monterey 
Peninsula YC, the North Americans at 
Sandpoint Sailing Center in Idaho, and 
the Great Pumpkin back at RYC.
 The season ended with a tie. "The 
tie was broken based on the number of 
races where the two boats competed, and 
Phil had more wins over Dave Woodside," 
reports fl eet captain Mike Josslyn.

U Decide's favorite regatta was the 
PCCs, for great attendance with a good 
group of people and diverse sailing con-
ditions. "Donna Womble (Peabody) and 
MPYC put on a great event and helped 
with housing in an expensive area," re-
ports Denise Hammond. 
 "The Nationals provided some inter-
esting sailing weather. Rain is almost 
never pleasant to sail in (or to wait to 
sail in). The Great Pumpkin offered the 
following insight: If your crew tells you 
'No, it is once around,' don’t follow the 
lead boat. (Drivers: Always listen to the 
tactician. Even if they are wrong, you will 
not hear the end of it if you don’t.) Phil 

ALL PHOTOS LATITUDE / CHRIS EXCEPT AS NOTED

Russ Silvestri

Darren Cumming and Melissa Litwicki
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Left to right: Phil and Torston Kanegsberg, Ruby, 
Shawn MacCabe and Denise Hammond at the 
East Keystone Canyon trailhead in northwest 
Reno. "Don't all of your sailors send pictures 
from the desert?" quipped Hammond.
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threw away a fi rst with that maneuver."
 Joining the crew in various races were 
Mike Josselyn, Julian Slee, Shawn Mac-
Cabe and Michael Mayberry. Phil and 
Denise loaned out their son Torston to 
Dave Woodside on UAgain and Michael UAgain and Michael UAgain
Eisenberg on Toon Town. "He likes to 
beat us," said Denise.
 "It has been an interesting year for 
us. Julian Slee, our regular third and 
favorite Aussie ex-pat, injured himself 
and could not race for much of the year. 
The weather for the Midwinters forced 
the cancellation of January and Febru-
ary’s races (which we appreciated since 
driving over from Reno involves the I-80 
pass and ugly driving conditions in that 
weather)." Denise signifi cantly injured 
her hand in May and therefore didn’t 
race as a functioning crew again until 
the Great Pumpkin. 
 "Shawn MacCabe and Phil drove 13 
hours from Reno to Sand Point, ID, with 
only one trailer fl at tire on the way. It 
only took Phil and Shawn 20 minutes 
to change the tire (advantages to having 
great tools — thanks Shawn), and then 
a 45-minute detour to get new tires in 
La Grande, OR. 
 "The competition was close, and we 

only just barely 
squeaked by on a 
tie-breaker. Basi-
cally, some lucky 
breaks let us be 
in front of Dave."
 U  D e c i d e ' s
plans for 2020 
include the RYC 
Midwinters and 
Big Daddy; Go for 
the Gold ("Torston 
typically drives for 
this one and crew 
is typically De-
nise and a friend 
of Torston’s that 
typically has nev-
er sailed or raced 
before. The boys 
enjoy the swim-
ming and rac-
ing against some 
great Catal ina 
22s"); PCCs ("the 
date is not set for 
this, so there may 
be a confl ict with 

Go for the Gold"); High Sierra; and Great 
Pumpkin.
 "Torston is hoping to be a sailing in-

structor at Lake Tahoe this summer. (He 
was a Junior Instructor last summer.) 
In addition, we try to make Sail a Small 
Boat Day at RYC, and help with race 

committee for Big Dinghy, Lipton Cup 
and Totally Dinghy." 
 1) U Decide, 44.4 points; 2) UAgain, Dave 

Woodside, RYC, 4.4; 3) Breakaway, John Wolfe, 
RYC, 29.6. (8 boats)

Cal 20 — Baby Blue
Craig McDow/Chris Cassell, CYC

 "Attendance at our fl eet regattas was 
light this year, to put it mildly," said the 
Cal 20 fl eet captain, Richard vonEhren-
krook. "However, two boats attended 
every race, one sometimes while actu-
ally falling apart. This did not dissuade 
their skipper, nor their stalwart crew. 
When others bailed out, sometimes for 
justifi able reasons, sometimes not, one 
boat came out to play, regardless of the 
prospects for victory. 
 "That boat was Dr. Craig McDow’s 
Baby Blue, ably crewed by Chris Cassell, 
her co-owner. In the Big Daddy, when 
others headed for home, they stayed and 
competed. In the Resin Regatta, they 
stayed and competed, even when they 
had a delaminating main bulkhead. Fully 
repaired, they came out for the CBRA 
series when others stayed home. And, 
in the Great Pumpkin, they showed up, 
along with the other three of us Cal 20s. 
They did us proud.

 "Therefore, I propose to the fl eet mem-
bers that Baby Blue be given the Honor-Baby Blue be given the Honor-Baby Blue
ary Fleet Champion award for this year. 
This is not intended as a 'goodminton' or 
'everyone’s a winner' award, but instead 

Chris Cassell and Craig McDow
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in recognition of their solid commitment 
to the fl eet. 
 "I hope their example will be food for 
your stoke in 2020," he added in a mes-
sage to the fl eet.
  "Baby Blue is hull #506, built in "Baby Blue is hull #506, built in "Baby Blue
1964," says Chris Cassell. "I got the boat 
in 2004 in Redwood City to learn how to 
sail. We've been racing this boat with the 
fl eet for fi ve years now.
 "At the end of the 2018 race season 
we replaced some broken spreaders and 
shroud fi ttings on the mast," he reports. 
"We thought we were in good shape for 
the 2019 race season. We think it was 
during the Big Daddy in March that a 
structural support to hold the bulkhead 
in column place failed. This went unno-
ticed, since it was mostly in place and 
not in plain sight.
 "During a rough CBRA race in May 
out on Southampton, our boom split 
from corrosion where the vang attached. 
We borrowed a boom for the next day 
and arranged to get a replacement. Dur-
ing this time we installed a jib halyard 
tension adjustment control. We had our 
new boom and vang in time for the next 
fl eet race, CBRA #2 on June 1.
 "The wind was heavy as usual that 
day, and we had everything cranked 
down tight on the upwind legs. I remem-
ber the lee spreaders sagging a bit more 
than usual during the last race. On the 
way back home, as we sailed up Rac-
coon Strait, I noticed we weren't point-
ing as high as usual. The lee spreaders 
were sagging even more. That's when I 
noticed the deck under the mast-step 
sagging too. Then I looked below decks 
and gasped when I saw the crushed 
bulkhead.
 "We dropped sails quickly, secured the 
mast on either side with the halyards so 
that it wouldn't slam back and forth, at-
tached the outboard, and motored back 
into the dock to assess the situation. 
We dropped the mast before we hauled 
the boat. With the new controls and the 
broken support piece, the bulkhead had 
crushed down like a soda can. Fortu-
nately the laminate on the deck held and 
didn't crack."
 "Chris put a heck of a lot of work 
into this season," added Craig McDow. 
"I couldn’t ask for a better boat buddy." 
 See www.sfbaycal20.com.

Mercury — Citron
Lyn Hines, RYC

 Lyn Hines tells how he became a Mer-
cury sailor: "My wife and I were racing a 
borrowed International 110 at Inverness 

YC. The overlapping jib was hard to 
get in, and we heard that a cut-down 
Mercury jib was legal. After looking at 
the Mercury website for a used genoa, 
I thought this boat was more suited to 
my wife and me, since there wasn't a 
trapeze and spinnaker. We were able to 
get a Mercury jib — but ended up buy-
ing the boat at the same time. It's been 
two years now and we have been a lot of 
places and made some good friends."
 The top scores for the California state-
wide Travel Trophy were very close in 
2019: One point separated fi rst, second 
and third place. "The guys who went 
to some of the counting Travel Trophy 
regatta events got bonus points for 
placing," said Hines. "We were moving 
up in the fl eet, but it's not easy to place 
with talented and experienced sailors. I 
would like to say we won because of our 
top results, but for 
the most part, it was 
because we showed 
up for regattas, which 
is what the trophy is 
about."
 Hines particularly 
enjoyed the Perry Cup 
in Monterey. "I like 
the ocean swell and 
wildlife." 
 He found diffi cult 
venues in SoCal. 
"Sailing in San Pedro 
at Hurricane Gulch 
is always a challenge 
because of the local 
competition."  
 In 2020, Hines 
plans to continue 
sailing the fleet's 
schedule but also 
help new people get 
involved and see if a 
Mercury fi ts into their 
goals. "There is an 
emerging fl eet in San-
ta Cruz, so I would 
really like to see that 
happen. We are also 
working on a Mer-
cury Archive project 
to document Mercury 
history. Other than 
that, I'll be helping my 
wife learn to sail her El Toro,
 "Odile, my wife, has been sailing 
with me since we started Mercurys. She 
started off without much sailing experi-
ence and has learned so much that we 
won the Jack and Jill Trophy during 
the Nationals in Richmond this year. It 

was great to see a more than 50% male/
female mix in the fi rst Perry Cup in Mon-
terey just recently."
 Lyn is particularly proud to win the 
Travel Trophy, which has been named 
after Pax Davis. "Pax has done so much, 
not only for the Mercury Class, but for 
the sailing community in general." 
  1) Citron, 16 points; 2) Fortran, John Ravizza, 
StFYC, 15; 3) Stars, Jim Bradley, StYC, 15. (29 
boats)

Express 27 Long Distance Series
— Abigail Morgan

Ron & Oliver Kell, CYC
 The Express 27 Championship Series 
consists of 27 races; 14 are required to 
qualify. The Long Distance Series in-
cluded 11 races. The last race of year, the 
Great Pumpkin pursuit on October 27, 
was not sailed due to extreme winds, so 
fi ve were needed to qualify for the season. 
 The father-and-son team of Ron and 

Oliver Kell topped the Long Distance 
Series — again.
 "I think we have won three of the last 
four," said Oliver. "Every year is great. 
Great competition in our fl eet, great va-
riety with the ocean races vs. Bay Tours, 
and challenging but different conditions 

Lyn Hines with Pax Davis and the C. Paxton Davis Travel Trophy
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every time out. You always have the 
tides, but one week it can be blowing 5 
knots and the next 25 knots, so you have 
to be prepared for anything."
 "I enjoy the strategy of fi nding the best 
way to get around the course," added 
Ron. "We had some very mixed results. 
We were able to recover from some disas-
ters in the Three Bridge Fiasco and the 
fi rst day of the Great Vallejo Race with 
some good performances in other races.
 "The SSS races are the most fun: in-
teresting courses and good competition. 
The Express fl eet usually has a good 
turnout for the shorthanded races, and 
being able to have one-design racing is 
fabulous. 
 "My son Oliver is a big part of our 
success, with great contributions from 
Jack Hastings, Kim Niu, Matt Everett, 
Seth Cohen, Chris and Rich Davison and 
Rich Korman."
 Topping the Championship Series, 
the nearly invincible Motorcycle Irene has Motorcycle Irene has Motorcycle Irene
won innumerable titles for the dynamic 
duo of Will Paxton and Zachery Ander-
son, This year, Zach was also honored 
by RYC as Sailor of the Year.
 See www.express27.org.

EXPRESS 27 LONG DISTANCE SERIES
  1) Abigail Morgan, .87 points; 2) Salty Hotel, 
John Kearney, CYC, .85; 3) Wile E Coyote, Dan 
Pruzan, EYC, .77. (32 boats; 9 qualifi ers)
EXPRESS 27 CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
  1) Motorcycle Irene, Zach Anderson/Will 
Paxton, RYC, .98 points; 2) Wile E Coyote, .89; 
3) Peaches, John Rivlin, StFYC, .77. (29 boats; 7 
qualifi ers)

Laser — Gorilla Tactics
Julian Soto, Del Rey YC

 Julian Soto's favorite Grand Prix 
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event this year was the Tahoe Laser 
Championships at Stampede Reservoir 
in September. "Rick Raduziner really put 
on a great regatta. The BBQ was great, 
the camping was relaxing, and the con-
ditions were diffi cult. One of the days, I 
hit 17.5 knots on a downwind. I have not 
seen the mast bend that way in a while." 
 That regatta was also the most dif-
fi cult, but the second-toughest was the 
Elvstrom Regatta at StFYC in May. "It 
blew hard the second day. I couldn't 
believe the chop that builds up at the 
Golden Gate 
B r i d g e .  I 
ripped my sail 
that regatta, 
but still sailed 
the remainder 
of the races."
 Soto grew 
up in Venice 
(SoCa l ,  not 
Italy) and has 
been sailing 
Lasers since 
2 0 0 5 .  H i s 
goals in 2020 
are to "win the 
Laser North Americans at StFYC, and 
increase my VO2max!"
 We noticed that his sail number has 
‘ECU’ in it. He's not from Ecuador, but 
his grandfather was.

Laser Radial — Voyager 1
Toshinari Takayanagi, RYC

 "My favorite regatta in this year’s 
Grand Prix was Fall Dinghy at St. Francis 
YC," says repeat Radial champ Toshi-
nari Takayanagi. "The regatta is always 
challenging, with strong breeze and 
more young talents in the race course. 
In fact, I straggled in the two regattas 

at St. Francis in the spring. I had good 
sailing practice and physical training 
during this summer and autumn, so I 
was better prepared for the fall regatta. 
These efforts paid off, and I was able to 
fi nish in third. I was pretty happy about 
the result.
 "Outside the District Grand Prix, the 
European Masters Worlds held in Roses, 
Spain, was fantastic, with nice weather, 
nice breeze, beautiful sea and delicious 
foods. I was also pretty happy about 
winning the US Masters Nationals in 
Monterey Bay after fi ghting through the 
tight competitions.
 "The diffi cult ones were Spring Dinghy 
and Elvstrom regattas held at St Fran-
cis, as I men-
tioned above. I 
struggled with 
the Cityfront’s 
strong breeze 
and also made 
lots of mis-
takes, ending 
up with un-
happy results. 
 "Since I had 
bad scores at 
St. Francis re-
gattas in the 
early race sea-
son, I was in 
the position to catch up with the two 
leading sailors. 
 "In the summer, I had a couple of 
good regattas and was able to move up 
to the leading position. Then, I was able 
to defend it throughout the autumn. I 
was also able to feel more improvement 
in my sailing in the latter half of this race 
season. So, at the beginning it was not 
easy, but later I felt more comfortable. 
 "There are two other sailors who sailed 
more than four regattas in the Grand 
Prix series. There are several very good 
sailors in this District, both masters 
sailors and youth sailors. They often 
sail faster than me. I just sailed more 
regattas, which is why I was able to win. 
Especially, young talents are amazing. 
Every time I meet them, I fi nd they have 
gotten bigger and faster! Trying to keep 
up with them on the race course is a 
challenge, but it motivates me and it is 
fun."
 In March 2020, Takayanagi plans 
to participate in the Masters Worlds in 
Geelong, Australia. "Since the place will 
have good breeze, this will be a challeng-
ing regatta for me, as I am a lightweight 
sailor. So, my goal is to train and practice 
enough so that I can feel confi dent and 

Julian Soto
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A WEALTH OF ONE DESIGNS

enjoy the high wind there." 
 The West Coast Sailing Grand Prix for 
Lasers consisted of 16 regattas in a va-
riety of venues. Laser class membership 
is required to qualify for fi nal standings, 
and sailors must participate in at least 
fi ve regattas. For more info, see http://
westcoastsailing-grand-prix.myfl eet.org.
 Laser District 24 secretary Stephen 
Aguilar donated the Marphen Trophy 
(named after Stephen's late wife, Mari-
lyn, and himself). This trophy recognizes 
people in the middle of the fl eet who've 
been to the most regattas. Chris Simen-
stad and Sergio Rizzo in standard rigs 
and Hideki Saito in Radials received the 
award in 2019. 

WEST COAST SAILING GRAND PRIX
 LASER STANDARD — 1) Gorilla Tactics, 
160 points; 3) 'murrica, Lance Kim, TISC, 131; 3) 
Seaweed Magnet, Emilio Castelli, RYC, 102. (81 
boats; 3 qualifi ers).
 LASER RADIAL — 1) Voyager I, 85. (51 boats; 
1 qualifi er).

Evan Sullivan

El Toro Junior — Pinto
Evan Sullivan, RYC

 El Toro regattas counting toward the 
Junior season were the Fremont Relays 
in May, the Regional Championship at 
Stockton Sailing Camp in June, the 
Mayor's Cup on Oakland's Lake Merritt 
in July, August's Hawaii State Champi-
onship and Nationals in Kaneohe, the 
West Marine Fun Regatta in Santa Cruz 
in September, and the Stampede at RYC 

in October.
 Evan Sullivan, 13, topped the Junior 
fl eet of kids 15 and under. "I have been 
sailing El Toros for about four years and 
all of them have been at Richmond Yacht 
Club," he said. "I love sailing because it's 
very competitive in the racing category, 
and I am a very competitive person."
 Evan's favorite regatta this past 
season was the El Toro Nationals in 
Kaneohe, Oahu. "It was so fun to sail in 
a new environment. The only scary parts 
of the season were at Hawaii, when the 
wind started to really pick up into the 
20-25s, in which I capsized a lot.
 "I still have plans to keep sailing and 
see no point where I will stop," he added. 
 See www.eltoroyra.org.

1) Evan Sullivan; 2) Jenna Englehart, RYC; 3) 
Abby Mitchell, RYC. (22 boats)

Y ou can take a look back at our Y ou can take a look back at our Y
November issue for coverage of more one-
design fl eets. And, you can look forward 
to profi les of the YRA, SSS and BAMA 
divisions — and possibly more — in the 
January edition of Latitude 38. 

— latitude/chris
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BUY OR RENT A SLIP
• BUY A SLIP – Save money and earn equity! Enjoy tax savings. Listings start at $33,900. 

Emery Cove Yacht Harbor is the only marina on the Bay with FEE SIMPLE 
(not a grounds lease) dockominium ownership. 

• RENT A SLIP – 35-60’ slips, rates from $12.15 to $13.15 per foot.

CALL FOR AN INFORMATION PACKET | 510-428-0505
3300 Powell Street, Emeryville, CA 94608 | www.emerycove.com | Email: info@emerycove.com

In The Center of San Francisco Bay
      Perfect Location - Great Investment!Ea
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AMENITIES
• Wide fairways, free wireless, modern facilities and Marina Guard® ground fault monitoring. 
• Restaurants and shopping within walking distance. 
• Free bus: Emery-Go-Round to 
 Bart & Amtrak

ON PREMISES
• Emeryville Yacht Club 
• Rubicon Yachts 
• SailTime 
• Webosolar

Certified

cooperating marina

Clean Marine
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ROB AND ANDI OVERTON — 

 As newlyweds (Rob was 22 and Andi, 
21) the couple began grad school to-
gether at the University of Washington 
in Seattle. Sailing was relegated to some-
thing Rob only dreamed about. "In our 
fi rst year, we both studied hard and lived 
on very little money," Rob said. "I stayed 
away from sailing because I knew it was 
a huge distraction; it certainly cost me a 
grade point or so in college." 
 But during the couple's six years in 
the Seattle area, the sailing bug kept bit-
ing at Rob. With Andi's encouragement, 
he started sailing an OK dinghy as the 
two pursued their studies: Andi got her 
master's in Romance languages and 
linguistics while Rob got a PhD in math-
ematics, and took a job at the University 
of Wisconsin-Green Bay in Sheboygan as 
a professor. The Overtons daughter Lisa 
was born shortly thereafter.
 About three years into their life in 
Sheboygan, Rob got itchy to sail again. 
And this time, Andi was keen to sail, too. 
They began looking for a suitable boat. 
There was a then little-known company 
in Pewaukee, Wisconsin, named Van-
guard, owned by the then little-known 
Harken brothers. "They built every Olym-
pic Class except the Tornado, and one 
of their boats was a 470, which we had 
never heard of," Rob said. "We thought 
it looked like a neat little boat for two 
people our age."
 Andi had never raced a sailboat, 
but she quickly learned to trapeze on 
the 470. They spent the fi rst summer 
mainly swimming. "We capsized over 

and over again, 
and raced the 
b o a t  a  f e w 
times with no 
success," Andi 
laughed. "But 
by the second 
year, we were 
at least keep-
ing the boat 
upr ight  and 
started moving 
up in the fl eet."
 The Over -
tons improved 
e n o u g h  t o 
qualify for the 
Olympic trials 
in 1976, which 
c o n s u m e d 
their life for 
s o m e  t h r e e 
years. About 
the same time, 
Lisa became cognizant that her life was 
somewhat different from her school-
mates. Every weekend, the family loaded 
into a van pulling a trailer and headed 
off to a regatta, where someone would 
babysit for Lisa. While she hung around 
onshore, her parents raced. "I didn't even 
know the difference between playing on 
a boat and sailing. I used to joke that 
other kids had jungle gyms and I had 
the trapeze on a 470," Lisa said. 
 Rob eventually took a job in Tide-
water, near the Norfolk-Virginia Beach 
area. The 470 didn't exist there, and 
Rob gravitated toward Lasers, which he 
raced every weekend while Andi did race 
committee work. 
 In 1983, Lisa was 13 and doing well 
academically, but not so well socially be-
cause most of her classmates were a year 
or two older. Rob and Andi's solution was 
to quit their jobs and take Lisa to Europe. 
They sold their house to buy Mehitabel, 
a 41-ft Rival, and sailed from Mallorca 
to Gibraltar, south to the Canary Islands 
and across to Barbados, spending a 
winter in the Caribbean before sailing 
back to Virginia Beach, where they sold 
the boat. It was a formative year for the 
Overtons, particularly Lisa.
 "I was about to go to high school, but 
instead was on a boat with my parents 
for an entire year with no friends, no 
TV, no radio and no internet," Lisa said. 
"But, it was a year where I learned to 
be interested in things in a way which I 
think teenagers don't often get. I learned 
to sail and to navigate by sextant and 
chart navigation. Early on, I bargained 
to exchange a watch for cooking duties 
— I got out of sitting behind that wheel 

R ob and Andi Overton's story is 
one of endearing friendship, adventure 
and love — loads of it. Great buddies 
since they were in high school, the couple 
are now in their mid-70s, have done 
an Olympic campaign, spent 15 years 
cruising, raised a terrifi c daughter and 
continue to serve the sport they cherish. 
In the lifestyle and sport of sailing, rac-
ing and cruising are not always equal 
partners, but the Overtons have fully 
embraced both in their life on the water.
 At the conclusion of their cruising, 
the couple now live in San Francisco's 
Marina District, close to their daughter 
Lisa, as well as the Bay and the sailing 
it has to offer. As chairman of US Sail-
ing's Racing Rules Committee, Rob is 
involved in all things having to do with 
regulations, such as writing, umpiring, 
and judging. He gives seminars on the 
nuances of racing rules to various clubs 
and fl eets, and is often called up as an 
expert or consultant. 
 A lifelong sailor, Rob grew up in Bell-
port, a small town on the south shore of 
Long Island, New York, where everyone 
just sailed. Andi grew up in a neighbor-
ing town on Long Island and went to 
the same high school as Rob; she was 
not a sailor, but a competent swimmer. 
She and Rob were very good — but not 
romantic — friends. When Rob went off 
to Dartmouth College, where he joined 
the sailing team, Andi would occasion-
ally visit him. The relationship grew from 
being best friends to being married for 
55-plus years.
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Andi Overton gets the hang of the 470's trapeze somewhere in Wisconsin in the 1970s.



FROM 470s TO A 50-FT SLOOP

for four hours if I committed to making 
every meal!"
 Returning to Virginia Beach in sum-
mer 1984, the Overtons were boatless 
once again. At that year's Annapolis Boat 
Show, they saw a J/24 and decided that 
was the boat — as did thousands of other 
people that year. Lisa eventually went to 
Dartmouth and took a 10-year sailing hi-
atus, while Rob and Andi embarked on a 
15-year jaunt in the J/24 fl eet. Rob had 
left his teaching job for a position outside 
academia, doubling his salary, but they 
continued to live the same lifestyle they 
had under his professorship. The couple 
were able to accumulate some savings, 
and return to the conversation they'd 
had while cruising with Lisa.  
 "With the exception of the Rival 41, 
we'd never actually sailed on a boat 
where we hadn't been trying to beat 
someone," Rob said. "It's a big transition 
from racing to cruising — still, when we 
are cruising, I go down to ease a little 
sheet because I can't otherwise stand it!"
After a long search, they found Akka, a 
Stevens Custom 50 sloop, in New Jersey. 
 "I remember my parents saying, 'We're 
going to do the work that we do when 
we want to do it, to accommodate what 
we want to do with our sailing life, not 
the other way around,'" Lisa said of her 
parent's gradual road to retirement. "And 
even though that was not a generally ac-
cepted concept at the time, in their case 
it was kind of accepted. People didn't 
really know what to say."
 Rob chimed in, "It's amazing what you 
can do by just saying, 'I'm going to do it!'"

 Cruising life started on a part-time 
basis in winter 1998, when Rob and Andi 
sailed Akka to St. Croix and left her on a 
friend's mooring. They fl ew back to work, 
put in 14-hour days, then fl ew back to 
the boat, sailed to the next point, and 
did it all over again. After two years of 
this routine, which really helped them 
transition to the cruising life, they fi nally 
quit their jobs for good. The couple were 
just shy of 60, young to be retiring and 
with no clue that this adventure would 
consume the next 15 years of their lives. 
 After committing to full-time retire-
ment, the Overtons made their way from 
the Bahamas to Bermuda, followed by 
the Azores, then Falmouth, England, 
blowing up both jib and mainsail during 
their fi rst doublehanded Atlantic cross-
ing. "It was a mistake to do a long pas-
sage in the North Atlantic with storms 
coming in and only two of us onboard, 
but that was our arrogance from racing," 
Rob conceded. 
 From the UK, the couple sailed 
down the French coast, back across the 
Bay of Biscay, and into the Med. They 
spent their first full cruising winter 
in Barcelona, which they loved, then 
covered the western part of the Mediter-
ranean, from the Balearics to Corsica. 
This was followed by another winter in 
Barcelona, back to the Balearics, then 
to Italy, where they cruised the Amalfi  
coast before spending a summer in the 
Adriatic. They sailed back across the 
Atlantic via the Canary Islands, then 
to Barbados, followed by Carnival in 
Trinidad. After two years in the east-

ern Caribbean, they eventually sailed 
to Mexico, then south to Cartagena to 
dodge a hurricane. They were headed 
for the Panama Canal when they dis-
covered the exquisite San Blas Islands, 
where they got "stuck" for three years. 
 Before cruising, Rob had become 
interested in judging at the Hampton 
Yacht Club in Virginia, where they were 
members. He continued to judge while 
cruising, and got into umpiring — espe-
cially for team racing, periodically fl ying 
off to umpire events, leaving Andi on 
Akka. Rob had joined the Rules Com-
mittee in 1993 and was instrumental 
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From left: 'Akka' anchored off an idyllic-looking spot; Akka at the West Cocos, or Keeling, Islands 
in the Indian Ocean; the Overtons celebrate a halfway crossing somewhere in the Seven Seas.

The Overton family stands on the Prime Merid-
ian in Greenwich, England, in the 1980s.
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in reworking the new rules 
that came into effect in 1997. 
This engagement ultimately 
helped the Overtons make the 
decision not to sail the South 
Pacifi c, but instead to head up 
the West Coast from Mexico to 
join Lisa in San Francisco.
 "We wanted to go through 
the Canal, and when you do, 
you make a fundamental deci-
sion — you either turn left or 
right," Rob explained. "A big 
factor in that decision was 
that if we went to the South 
Pacifi c, I would have had to 
give up my work on the Rules 
Committee, as we would be 
way too remote, so instead we 
sailed up the coast and got 'stuck' again, 
this time in the Sea of Cortez, because 
it's so beautiful."

Fifteen years fl ew by, and in all Fifteen years fl ew by, and in all F
that time, the Overtons were fortunate 
to have just several serious incidents on 
board — Andi lost the tip of her fi nger as 
she literally showed a guest the ropes on 

the boat as they were leaving Cuba, and 
they got knocked down at night off the 
coast of the Dominican Republic on the 
north side of the island, taking on a ton 
of saltwater inside the boat. Otherwise, 
they were extremely happy with Akka
over all those years of sailing. "She just 
did the job and it never felt frightening," 

Rob said. The family sailed 
under the Golden Gate Bridge 
on July 4, 2016, "through a 
pod of whales bigger than our 
boat," Rob said. Akka is now Akka is now Akka
in Sausalito and is up for sale. 
   Rob and Andi are still tran-
sitioning to the new phase of 
their life, but happy to be close 
to Lisa and their fourth family 
member, Tyson the lab. They 
have seamlessly slotted into 
the local sailing community, 
and are now members of San 
Francisco Yacht Club. Andi is 
racing on Alice Shinn's Laser 
28 Sonata with an all-women 
crew, while Rob is doing spin-
naker trim with Don Wienecke, 

owner of the J/105 Lulu. Lisa, a strategy 
and management consultant, sails on 
different boats and is currently a regular 
on Oaxaca, a Santa Cruz 50. 
     Rob and Lisa sail Vanguards out of 
Treasure Island Sailing Center — and 
they keep a trainer kite in the back seat 
of the car, hopeful that kiteboarding may 
be one of their next adventures. 

— michelle slade

A recent photo of the Overton family. From left: 
Lisa, Andi and Rob.
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New Mexican
Liability Program

* Lower Rates * Instant Coverage *
* Short Term Policies Available *

(800) 992-4443
www.marinersins.com
See Our half-Page Ad In This Issue

Newport Beach 
San Diego • Bradenton 

Latitude 38Latitude 38
The West's Premier Sailing & Marine Magazine

In print and online

www.latitude38.com
Proud sponsors of:

Congratulations 
to all 2019 

Baja Ha-Ha 
PartiCiPants

 
Visit www.baja-haha.com to:

 • See list of current 
  registered participants.

 • See alumnae list of    
    almost 3,000 participating 
  boats from the past 26 
  years.

 • Download the First Timer’s 
  Guide.

 • Be on the start line next  
    November in San Diego.

Follow the adventure in Latitude 
38 and plan your trip  south for 
2020!

gone Cruising
BAJA HA-HA



Independent Self 
Steering Windvane

Emergency 
Rudder/Steering 

Add tiller pilot  
for motoring

www.hydrovane.com

STEERING THE DREAM
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Let Marina El Cid
Welcome You to Mexico

A Cruiser's Paradise!

www.elcid.com

marinaelcidmazatlan@elcid.com.mx
011-52 (669) 916-3468

www.marinarivieranayarit.com

011-52-329-295-5526

Best Marina in Banderas Bay

 SAN DIEGO BAY’S 
  
  

HHARBORARBOR  IISLANDSLAND  WWESTEST  MMARINAARINA  
Serving Southbound Cruisers in San Diego 

Bay for over 40 years
www.harborislandwestmarina.com

619.291.6440
CALL ABOUT OUR BAJA HA-HA CRUISER SPECIAL! 

BAJA HA-HA XXVI

www.cruiseROwater.com • (619) 609-3432

TECHNAUTICS
CoolBlue Marine Refrigeration

Mexico is 
Hot Baby!
You need 
water for 

showers and 
refrigeration 
for cold beer

011 52 314 337-9014 • www.islanavidad.com.mx

Marina Puerto de la Navidad is consid-
ered to be among the 10 best marinas in 
Latin America. Guests can enjoy all the 
services and facilities of the spectacular 
Grand Isla Navidad Resort.

24-hr Security • Electricity
Wireless Internet • Laundry

200-Yacht Capacity

harbormaster@islaresort.com.mx

Watermakers

Mexico - Call 011 52 322 297 6440 
or visit www.novamarinsurance.com.mx  

U.S.A. - Call (206) 281-8144 
or visit www.novamarinsurance.com  

It’s About You, Our Client!
Providing Cruising and Racing Yacht Insurance Coverage Since 1987

La Paz Tourism Board
welcomes you to

La Paz!

Enjoy our
Baja Ha-Ha Beach Fiesta

Sunday, November 24

(612) 122-4624 • info@golapaz.com • www.golapaz.com

GOAL FOR 2020: 
THE 27TH ANNUAL 

BAJA HA-HA  
IT'S NOT TO EARLY TO 
START PLANNING TO 
SAIL SOUTH IN NEXT 
YEAR'S BAJA HA-HA.

To fi nd crew or join a boat 
all cruisers and sailors with 

voyaging dreams should visit 
the Latitude 38 Crew List at:

www.latitude38.com
Sign up and sail!

NEXT:
THE PACIFIC 

PUDDLE JUMP?
After cruising Mexican waters 
for a season or more, it's time 

to hang a right and head
west into the Pacifi c.This 

annual spring-time migration 
is the Pacifi c Puddle Jump. 

Making the 3,000-mile 
passage is one of the most 
thrilling accomplishments in 

the realm of sailing.

Learn more at
www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com
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NO MAS FLOP!

www.fl opstopper.com

• Makes every anchorage
 comfortable by greatly reducing 
 side-to-side rolling.
• Hang 6-8' deep from center
 cleat or pole.
• Largest platform, fastest
 engaging, tuck-away stowable
 (bundle=10x36x4).
Essential cruising equipment

Custom Screen Printing & Embroidery for Sailors by Sailors
Yacht club and crew gear, wicking shirts, hats and more.

(888) 724-5286 •  www.pirateslair.com

Imagine You Were
Designing the Perfect Marina

MARINA CORTEZ
An idyllic La Paz location

011-52-612-123-4101 
www.marinacortez.com

Haul-outs up to 150 tons, Maximum Hurricane Safety 
in the Sea of Cortez, 1 Hour South of the Border

Recinto Portuario 91-A Zona Astilleros
Puerto Peñasco, Sonora Mexico 83554

www.cabralesboatyard.com

Downwind Marine/Sailing Supply
The Cruiser's Chandlery/
Performance Sailing Gear

(619) 225-9411; (800) 532-3831 

www.downwindmarine.com

http://vallartayachtclub.org
http://banderasbayregatta.com

Free trial membership for Ha-Ha registrants

Your
Yacht Club 

South of the 
Border

Home
of the

Banderas Bay 
Regatta

Vallarta Yacht Club

Mexico 
(619) 365-4326 

San Diego
(619) 517-5630

sail@westcoastmultihulls.com
www.charter-catamaran.com

Catamaran Sales, 
Charters, and 
ASA Sailing 
Lessons in 
San Diego and 
Loreto, Mexico

BENETAU – LAGOON – AMEL
CNB – SAILTIME – SAILING SCHOOL

310-821-8446 • www.naosyachts.com
info@naosyachts.com

Baja Ha-Ha, LLC
c/o 417 South Hill St., Suite 646

Los Angeles, CA 90013
(Note: This is a mailing address only.)

www.baja-haha.com
haharally@gmail.com

Recognized for world class design, luxury and performance.
Built by craftsmen to fulfill your dreams.

011-52 613 131 8097 • www.marinapuertoescondido.com

Baja Ha-Ha, LLC
c/o 417 South Hill St., Suite 646

Los Angeles, CA 90013
(Note: This is a mailing address only.)

www.baja-haha.com
haharally@gmail.com

THANK YOU!
Latitude 38 and the Baja Ha-Ha 

would like to thank all participants and 
sponsors for making 2019 another 
spectacular year for sailing South. 

The dream is kept alive by those who 
have sailed before and made possible 
by the people and organizations who 

support this cruise of a lifetime.

You won't hear from the Baja 
Ha-Ha again until spring 2020 

when we get ready to open entries 
for the 27th running of this 

annual cruising rally.  

Registration for 2020 will open 
in early May and departure South 

will be in early November.

To keep in touch with 
announcements follow 'Lectronic 
Latitude at www.latitude38.com.

SEE YOU ALL IN MEXICO!
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boutique in 1923, in the former fi shing 
village of Cannes. As with many of her 
designs, Chanel took sartorial cues from 
the Duke of Westminster and, after her 
fi rst trip on board his yacht the Flying 
Cloud, she is said to have said that navy 
and white are the only possible colours. 
This was also the year that American 
artist Gerald Murphy took a trip to 
Marseille to get supplies for his boat, 
returning with striped marinière tops for 
himself and his guests and kick-starting 
a trend that continues to this day. Gerald 
and Sara Murphy fi rst visited the Cap 
d'Antibes the previous year as guests of 
Cole Porter. They liked it so much they 
returned, creating a summer 'season' 
and welcoming various shining lights of 
the modernist movement into their 'Villa 
America', including Man Ray, Dorothy 
Parker, Stravinsky, Ernest Hemingway, 
Picasso and Zelda and F. Scott Fitzger-
ald, who dedicated his novel Tender is the 
Night to the couple. 
The novel chron-
icles the Riviera 
as it shifted from 
creative colony to 
an overcrowded 
holiday spot, and 
the sartorial in-
fluence is noted 
as one character 
reminisces about 
'the sailor trunks 
and sweaters they 
had bought in a 
Nice back-street 
— garments that 
a f t e r w a r d  r a n 
through a vogue 
in silk among the 
Paris couturiers." 
 "Reads like a 
goss ip  co lumn 

about the who's who in 
art and literature from 
the '20s and '30s," Lee 
added. "And well re-
searched, too. Check 
out the footnotes."
   "It seems that this 
Murphy character," I not-
ed as I read further, "won 
the 'best dressed' award 
at Yale for wearing fi sher-
man's hats. And then it 
attributes the popularity 
of the striped shirt to a 
couple of Hemingway's 
characters who did all 
their shopping at fi shing 
supply stores."

 "Striped shirts are more than just 
fashionable," Lee added. "Wide, con-
trasting stripes are easier to see in dim 
starlight than a solid color. Same with 
bell-bottoms — easier to put on over your 
sea boots, easier to roll up for swabbing 
the decks, and easier to kick off when 
you fall overboard." 
 "OK, that checks off at least one prob-
lem person on my shopping list. Maybe 
two. Any more ideas?" I asked.
 "The perfect gift for the confi rmed 
landlubber," said another guest, "has 
to be of great interest to someone with 
virtually no interest in sailing. And yet, a 
connection to a maritime theme, however 
subtle, is the only way to preserve your 
identity and keep the process from be-
coming totally generic. It is, admittedly, 
a subtle art."
 This was a person who would never 
be caught dead giving a gift certifi cate. 
"True," I said, "but let's not overthink 
this. Any more ideas?"
 "I was once given a wonderful little 

"The books on the "The books on the "T
coffee table might hold 
some clues," I thought to 
myself as I studied the 
offerings left out for guest 
entertainment. 
 It's hard enough try-
ing to figure out what 
to buy for sailor friends, 
especially after all the 
obvious ideas like fancy 
winch handles, novel 
fl ashlights, useful tools, 
interesting subscriptions 
and hand-held electron-
ics have been exhausted. 
But fi nding gifts for the 
non-sailors on the list 
presents an even more diffi cult problem, 
especially for those of us who can be ac-
curately described as "out of touch with 
popular culture." My eyes and ears were 
open for clues at a recent holiday dinner 
party, a rare chance to mingle with total 
landlubbers. 
 A well-dressed young woman was 
sitting diagonally across from me on the 
couch, and she had taken an interest in 
one of the larger books: Nautical Chic was 
the title, and it was big even by coffee 
table standards. 
 "What is 'nautical chic' and why did 
someone write a book about it?" I asked.
 "It's like, high-fashion history as 
informed by maritime culture and func-
tional clothing," she answered. "Not just 
a picture book. The text includes some 
good scholarly research."
 I was shocked to realize that the 
woman reading the book about fashion 
was Lee Helm, almost unrecognizable in 
a fancy dress and makeup, and the last 
person I would expect to have an interest 
in high fashion.
 "I know a sailor who looks just like 
you," I said, "except she doesn't own any 
nice clothes."
 "It's borrowed," she replied.
 "Still, you clean up pretty good."
 After some interrogation we estab-
lished which friends-of-friends we had 
in common, and how we both came to 
be invited to this very upscale holiday 
season gathering that was completely 
unrelated to sailing. 
 "Let me take a look at that book," I 
asked. "I know a few people who would 
much rather go shopping than go sailing, 
and this might be just the thing for them."
 Lee handed it over. At arm's length it 
nearly caused me to lose my balance and 
fall off the edge of the couch; the thing 
weighed about four pounds. It opened to 
page 101, and I read aloud:
 "Chanel opened another resort-based 
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Coffee table picks for the 2019 holidays.

Specialized histories, for New Yorkers and Californians.
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book called Ship's Cats: in War & Peace," 
another guest volunteered. "From a 
sailor friend who knows I'm a cat person. 
It's full of case histories and anecdotes. 
The one I remember best is about Simon, 
mascot on a Royal Navy frigate. They 
saw action, took some damage, and had 
a lot of wounded sailors. The cat was 
wounded too, by shrapnel, but dutifully 
made the rounds to every bed in sick 
bay. Decorated as a war hero." 
 Another huge book, this one even 
larger than Nautical Chic, fetched up with 
a glass-shaking thud on the coffee table 
when another guest returned it to its 
display position on the table. Thrillcraft
was the title. This was not just a book 
for non-sailors: This was about anti-
sailors; people who engage in motorized 
recreation with Jet Skis, snowmobiles, 
dune buggies, off-road vehicles and other 
crazy-fast overpowered idiot machines. 
Weighing in at about six pounds, this 
book easily took the prize for tonnage. I 
hauled the thing over to my lap to take 
a look.
 "The Environmental Consequences 
of Motorized Recreation," Lee read the 
subtitle from the book's cover. "Max, you 
can't give this to anyone who actually 
enjoys playing on the dark side." She had 
slid over to my section of the couch to 
better examine this work over my shoul-
der. "It's a collection of screeds against all 
of these activities. Great photos, though. 
And kudos to our hosts for leaving it out 
on display. But like, don't give this to a 
four-wheeler if you, like, expect them to 
stay friends . . ."
 I noticed that the list price was $60, 
and read from the inside fl ap of the book 
jacket: ". . . The ecological, economic, 
political, and cultural effects of this 
mounting crisis. Broad-ranging essays 
by scientists, economists, activists, so-
cial critics, and others outline the many 
ways thrillcraft attack and degrade our 
collective natural heritage. More than 
100 graphic photographs document 
how this motorized assault is destroying 
ecosystems . . ."
 "Good stuff!" I said. "But if I gave this 
to anyone who needs to read it, it would 
have to be anonymous."
 Meanwhile one of our hosts came by 
to replenish the supply of lobster salad 
and crackers, while I perused some of 
the essay headings: "Smoke and Gears, 
Seeing Through the Off-Roaders' Demo-
graphic Mirage," and "Who's the Elitist? 
Dissecting a Bogus Charge." 
 Lee took the opportunity to ask our 
host if she considered herself a partisan 
in the ongoing mortal struggle between 
kayakers and Jet Skis.

 "I was litigating a personal injury 
case," she replied. "Bad Jet Ski accident, 
one teenager killed and another with 
permanent brain damage. My expert 
witness used the term 'thrillcraft' and 
on cross-examination he was challenged 
for coining an expression that showed a 
clear bias. But he had the book with him, 
and I entered it into evidence to show 
that 'thrillcraft' is an established term 
of art."
 "Cool!" said Lee. 
 I found a clear spot on the coffee table 
to rest the giant and weighty book, and 
partook of the new tray of goodies. "What 
about the folks on my gift list who are not 
downscale off-road honkies and aren't 
Sierra Club operatives?" I asked. "I need 
some more book ideas, but without all 
the baggage."
 "People seem to get a lot more inter-
ested in reading history as they age," 
suggested another guest. "Especially 
well-written accounts of their hometown. 
If, for example, you're buying for a re-
located New Yorker, there are a couple 
of histories I've read recently that I 
really enjoyed."
 "Perfect," I said. "Titles?"
 "The best one is The Island at the 
Center of the World. This is a history 
of the Dutch colonial period, 1609 to 
1664. It was made possible because 
a scholar of 17th century 
Dutch language stumbled 
on the archives in Albany, 
New York, so a lot of info be-
came available more or less 
for the fi rst time. It's loaded 
with New York exceptional-
ism, which New Yorkers love, 
and makes the case that 
the diversity and tolerance 
of early New Amsterdam 
became a key element in the 
US Constitution."
 "For sure," added Lee. 
"Compared to those witch-
burning Puritans to the 
east, and the slave-owning 
plantation gentry to the 
south, New York was about 
a century ahead of its time 
in social values."
 "There's a great foodie 
history of New York," said 
another guest. The Big Oys-
ter. History as seen through 
the lens of the oyster fi sher-
ies, oyster bars and restau-
rants, and oyster politics. 
Reads like a novel!"
 "Great, that goes on my 
list too," I said as I entered 
titles into my phone's brows-

er and bookmarked the links. 
 "Don't forget The Great Bridge by 
David McCullough, about the Brooklyn 
Bridge," added Lee. "Maybe a little on the 
geeky side, but not too technical and ties 
in well with other histories."
 "Any suggestions for native Califor-
nians?" I asked. 
 "I really enjoyed a work that amounts 
to a history of the North Pacifi c Ocean," 
remarked our host, passing back near 
our coffee table. Let the Sea Make a 
Noise, I think is the somewhat off-topic 
title. By Walter McDougall."
 "That could be, like, perilously close 
to a book about our maritime history," 
Lee observed. 
 "But the thrust is geopolitics, not 
maritime history. Nearly 800 pages. The 
author uses a great device for introduc-
ing each chapter, putting historical 
characters from different eras in the 
same imaginary room and creating a 
fi ctional discussion about what hap-
pens next. You get to eavesdrop on Lin-
coln's secretary of state, William Henry 
Seward, debating Japan's Hiroshi Saito 
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"The square collar has at various times symbol-
ized innocence, heroism and homoeroticism. 
Here Jennifer Garner wears a Yohji Yamamoto 
sailor blouse, photographed by Gilles Bensi-
mon for American 'Elle', January 2007."
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m o d e r a t e d  b y  H a w a i i a n 
Queen Ka'ahumanu, all while 
Junípero Serra tries to jus-
tify the way his Spanish mis-
s ions  t r ea ted  the  l oca ls . "
 While dinner guests were dis-
cussing what Junípero Serra could 
possibly have to say to Hiroshi 
Saito, I continued to check out 
online sources. Amazingly, all of 
these books could be obtained 
used for less than $10, including 
shipping, even for the ultra-heavy- 
displacement Thrillcraftdisplacement Thrillcraftdisplacement  book. The  Thrillcraft book. The  Thrillcraft
shipper would certainly be losing 
money on that one. (Of course, all 
these titles can also be purchased  
for more money in support of your 
local bookstore.) 
 Giving books as gifts is always 
hit-or-miss, but at least when your 
tastes are as far off mainstream as this 
group's, the prices are low enough for 
even the most cheapskate sailor to take 
some risks. Not so if a book is too far off 
mainstream. My own wish list begins 
with Bernot on Breezes, by Jean-Yves 
Bernot. Recommended as a must-read 
by Stan Honey. Goes for $924 used. 

max ebb

Nautical Chic, Amber Jane Butchart 
$40 list, $27 new from Amazon, as low 
as $7.50 (including shipping) used. 

Ship's Cats in War and Peace, Val Lewis
$84 new hardcover (out of print), as low 
as $6 (including shipping) used. 

Thrillcraft: The Environmental Con-
sequences of Motorized Recreation, 
George Wuerthner (Editor) 
$60 list, $20 new from Amazon, as 
low as $8 (shipping included) used.

The Island at the Center of the 
World, Russell Shorto
$13 new, as low as $6 (including 
shipping) used. 

The Big Oyster: History on the Half 
Shell, Mark Kurlansky
$15 new, as low as $7 (including 
shipping) used. 

The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of 
the Building of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
David McCullough
$9 new paperback, as low as $6 

(including shipping) used. 

Let the Sea Make a Noise: A History of the 
North Pacifi c from Magellan To Macarthur, North Pacifi c from Magellan To Macarthur, North Pacifi c from Magellan To Macarthur
Walter McDougall 
$33 new, as low as $5.50 (including 
shipping) used. 

Bernot on Breezes, Jean-Yves Bernot
$924 (plus $4 shipping).

Sir Richard Wittington's cat went to sea in 1370.

lochlomondmarina.com

415-454-7228

LOCH LOMOND MARINA
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The FREE Pumpout Nav App is the most 

convenient way to locate nearby pumpout 

stations, learn how to empty your vessel’s 

tank, and report non-functional pumpout 

units. Do your part in putting your waste in 

the right place. Download the FREE Pumpout 

Nav App at BoatCalifornia.com/pumpout

The number one app
for getting rid of
number two.
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THE RACING 

that the Coast Guard had called him to 
see if they were going to race on Sunday. 
He said he'd make a decision at 9 a.m. 
and let everyone know.

The forecast for Sunday, October 27, 
called for a gale — and winds up to 100 
mph in the highest peaks. At 9 a.m., 
Fred hoisted the November over Alpha 
fl ags, indicating all races abandoned for 
the day. So the usual fun pursuit race 
around Angel Island and Alcatraz in 
either direction would just have to wait 
for RYC's Big Daddy Regatta in March.

Sailors gathered in the shelter of the 
clubhouse for breakfast and a trivia quiz 
(see 'Lectronic Latitude on October 30 'Lectronic Latitude on October 30 'Lectronic Latitude
and November 1). The chatter around 
the tables was overwhelmingly support-
ive of canceling the race. Meanwhile, 
crews who had to remove sails, hoist 
their boats out, or deliver them back 
to harbors across the Bay struggled in 
the gusts.

 — latitude / chris

RYC GREAT PUMPKIN REGATTA, 10/26 (3r, 0t)RYC GREAT PUMPKIN REGATTA, 10/26 (3r, 0t)
 PHRF A — 1) Twisted, Farr 40, Tony Pohl, 3 
points; 2) California Condor, Antrim Class 40, 
Buzz Blackett, 7; 3) Velvet Hammer, J/125, Zach-
ery Anderson/Will Paxton, 8. (6 boats)
 PHRF B — 1) Nuckelavee, Melges 32, Mark 
Kennedy/Pearl Prisco, 3 points; 2) Gentoo, Soto 
30, Paul Dorsey, 8; 3) Swift Ness, J/111, Nesrin 
Basoz, 8. (5 boats)
 PHRF C — 1) Encore, Sydney 36 CR, Wayne 
Koide, 3 points; 2) Pegasus, Newland 368, Ste-
phen & Patrick Lewis, 10; 3) Invictus, Jeanneau 
Sun Fast 3600, Nicolas Popp, 11. (6 boats)
 PHRF D — 1) Arch Angel, Antrim 27, Bryce 
Griffi th, 4 points; 2) Rampage, J/70, Thomas 
Thayer, 8; 3) Kangaroo Jockey, J/70, Peter 
Cameron, 11. (8 boats)
 PHRF E — 1) Bullet, Express 37, Larry 
Baskin, 5 points; 2) Stewball, Express 37, Bob 
Harford, 7; 3) Carmelita, Catalina 42, Chris Lew-
is, 9. (5 boats)
 PHRF H — 1) Strange Magic, Islander Ba-
hama 30, Mark & Carl Werder, 4 points; 2) Luna 
Sea, Islander 36, Dan Knox, 5; 3) The Shadow, 
Mull 30, Bruce & Gail Sinclair, 11. (3 boats)
 PHRF G — 1) Hoot, Olson 30, Andy Macfi e, 
4 points; 2) Heart of Gold, Olson 911S, Joan
Byrne, 6; 3) WYSIWYG, Olson 30, Hendrik 
Bruhns/Guillaume Canivet, 9. (7 boats)
 J/105 — 1) Archimedes, Larry Levit, 8 points; 
2) Vuja Star, Chris Kim, 8. (2 boats)
 SC27 — 1) Kasatka, Mark Voropayev/Rachel 
Cherry, 4 points; 2) Mistress Quickly, Evan Dio-
la, 5; 3) Furthur, James Clappier, 10. (7 boats)
 EXPRESS 27 — 1) Wile E Coyote, Dan Pru-
zan, 3 points; 2) Peaches, John & Michael Rivlin, 
6; 3) Dianne, Steven Katzman, 11. (9 boats)
 J/24 — 1) Downtown Uproar, Darren Cum-

had a hole coming down four minutes 
into the sequence, so PRO Fred Paxton 
called for a postponement. His gang re-
set the course. Then the wind fi lled in a 
lot, so they extended the course for the 
second race. This racing area saw super-
aggressive starts.

Among the day's mishaps: the Bene-
teau Vera Cruz hit the RC tug Vera Cruz hit the RC tug Vera Cruz Buoy Toy,
— it had to go to the boatyard. The Jean-
neau Invictus and the Sydney Encore
collided in a port-starboard crossing. 

The Henderson 30 
Family Hour TNG
lost the main hal-
yard at the start of 
the fi rst race and 
was out for the 
day. PHRF H only 
had three boats; 
one protested the 
other two.

I n  t h e  f i r s t 
d o w n w i n d  l e g 
o f  Race 2,  the 
Schumacher 30 
D o u b l e  D o w n
broke a spinnaker 
pole during a jibe.

During the last 
tack of the day, 
the Catalina 34 
Carmelita snapped Carmelita snapped Carmelita
the radar off the 
mast. It hit one 
of the crew in the 
back. "Fortunate-
ly, he broke the 
momentum, so 
the radar didn't 
damage the boat!" 
quipped skipper 
Chris Lewis.

While avoiding 
barge and ship 

traffi c, the J/105 Vuja Star got their Vuja Star got their Vuja Star
spinnaker caught in their rudder and 
tore it. "It was an expensive day," said 
owner Chris Kim.

On the Olson 30 WYSIWYG, a crew 
was dunked halfway in the water — 
twice. And, a crewmember on the Cal 20 
Baby Blue hit his head and was brought Baby Blue hit his head and was brought Baby Blue
in to shore.

That was just the normal day. At the 
awards presentation that afternoon, Pax-
ton told the assembled crowd of sailors 

The The T Great Pumpkin Regatta shortens sail(ing), the YRA closes their 
season with BYC's Oktoberfest, SDYC's Lipton Cup slips north, Santa Anas Lipton Cup slips north, Santa Anas Lipton Cup
spoil DRYC's Halloween Regatta, women skippers sail the Amazing Grace 
Cheney Cup, Seaweed Soup slowly simmers, fog descends on the Seaweed Soup slowly simmers, fog descends on the Seaweed Soup Berkeley 
Midwinters, and El Toros race the Corkscrew Slough. Plus Box Scores and Box Scores and Box Scores
Race Notes.
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A Reefed Great Pumpkin Regatta
Richmond Yacht Club's Great Pump-

kin Regatta on the weekend of October 
26-27 had to tuck in a reef to shorten 
sail. Actually, it had to shorten sailing
to one day.

Day 1 featured the usual three drop-
mark races in three separate racing 
areas for many, many PHRF divisions 
and one-design classes. As often hap-
pens, the westerly for the fi rst race was 
mellow, then it shifted a notch south 

and built enough that some mayhem 
ensued. On the Deep Water course, 
closest to the Slot, puffs peaked in the 
mid-20s. For the second and third races 
on that course, the race committee set an 
alternate windward mark to the south of 
Race 1's mark.

The Brooks Island course (formerly 
known as the Southampton course) 

While 'Arcadia' keeps the pressure on, 'Double 
Down' struggles with a busted spinny pole.
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Meissner; 3) Ahi, Santana 35, Andy Newell. (7 
boats)
YRA/BYC OKTOBERFEST RACE 2, 10/19YRA/BYC OKTOBERFEST RACE 2, 10/19
 PHRF 1 — 1) Nice Rack; 2) Invictus; 3) 
Psycho Tiller II, JPK 1080, James Goldberg. (6 
boats)
 PHRF 2 — 1) Mintaka 4; 2) Ahi; 3) Red 
Cloud, Farr 36, Don Ahrens. (6 boats)
YRA/BYC OKTOBERFEST PURSUIT RACE, YRA/BYC OKTOBERFEST PURSUIT RACE, 
10/20
 PHRF PURSUIT — 1) Nice Rack; 2) Psycho 
Tiller II; 3) Archimedes, J/105, Kathy Levit. (11 
boats)

Full results at www.jibeset.net

San Diego Lipton Cup
 The coveted Sir Thomas Lipton Chal-
lenge Cup trophy left San Diego YC at 
the end of October and headed north to 
Newport Harbor YC. After three days of 
intense, close racing, skipper Justin Law 
and his seasoned crew earned their brag-
ging rights by winning four of 11 races 
and staying in the top half of the fl eet for 

ming, 3 points; 2) Shut Up and Drive!, Val Lulev-
ich, 9; 3) Feral Rooster, Paul van Ravenswaay, 
10. (6 boats)
 MOORE 24 — 1) Mooretician, Peter Schoen/
Roe Patterson, 8 points; 2) Gruntled, Bart Hack-
worth/Simon Winer, 10; 3) Banditos, John Ker-
not, 11. (13 boats)
 WYLIE WABBIT — 1) Mr. McGregor, Kim De-
senberg, 3 points; 2) Kwazy, Colin Moore, 6; 3) 
Bad Hare Day, Erik Menzel, 9. (5 boats)
 SANTANA 22 — 1) Albacore, Mike Quinn/
Frank Van Kirk, 3; 2) Santa Maria, Nick Nash/
Russell Shroff, 7; 3) Zingaro, Jennifer McKenna, 
8. (5 boats)
 ULTIMATE 20 — 1) UAgain, David Woodside, 
4 points; 2) Toon Town, Michael Eisenberg, 8; 3) 
U Decide, Phil Kanegsberg/Denise Hammond, 9. 

(5 boats)
 Cal 20 — 1) Raccoon, Jim Snow, 5 points; 2) 
Can O'Whoopass, Richard vonEhrenkrook, 6; 3) 
Slainte, Paul Sutchek, 7. (4 boats)

Full results at www.regattanetwork.com

YRA/BYC Oktoberfest
 The weather was the talk of the week-
end of October 19-20. Saturday the 19th 
was cold, wettish and foggy. Sitting on 
race committee anchored at FOC on the 
Berkeley Circle, we watched while fi rst 
the Golden Gate Bridge, then Angel Is-
land, and then the City all disappeared. 
Then, I guess to keep us entertained, 
they all reappeared and then disap-
peared a few more times.
 Saturday belonged to Zhenya 
Kirueshkin-Stepanoff's Martin 243 Nice 
Rack and Gerry Brown's Farr 38 Rack and Gerry Brown's Farr 38 Rack Mintaka 
4. They both snagged two fi rsts in their 
divisions for the two buoy races held.
 On Sunday it was clear and warm, 
and I believe it was the nicest day on 
the Bay I've ever experienced. This was 
a pursuit race, and the top 10 racers 
all fi nished the 10.1-mile race around 
Harding Rock and Blossom Rock within 
12 minutes of each other. Nice Rack was Nice Rack was Nice Rack
fi rst, thus rounding out a fi ne weekend 
for them.

— bobbi tosse

YRA/BYC OKTOBERFEST RACE 1, 10/19YRA/BYC OKTOBERFEST RACE 1, 10/19
 PHRF 1 — 1) Nice Rack, Martin 243, Zhenya 
Kirueshkin-Stepanoff; 2) Encore, Sydney 36 CR, 
Wayne Koide; 3) Invictus, Jeanneau Sun Fast 
3600, Nicolas Popp. (6 boats)
 PHRF 2 — 1) Mintaka 4, Farr 38, Gerry 
Brown; 2) Shark on Bluegrass, Olson 25, Falk 

SHEETSHEET

J/24s approach the leeward mark on the Brooks 
Island course in the Great Pumpkin Regatta.
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For more racing news, subscribe
to 'Lectronic Latitude online at'Lectronic Latitude online at'Lectronic Latitude

www.latitude38.com
November's racing stories included:
• Leukemia Cup Perkins Challenge

• Transat Jacques Vabre • Mini Transat
• Brest Atlantiques • AC75 Splashdown

• US Sailing Nominations Open
• Singlehanded TransPac Seminars

• Pacifi c Cup Prep with Surprise
• Previews of December races,

and more.
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Why we didn't race on Sunday, October 27.
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many people are reaching out and saying 
congratulations. It's really cool."

— casey allocco  & latitude / chris

SDYC LIPTON CUP, 10/25-27 (11r, 0t)SDYC LIPTON CUP, 10/25-27 (11r, 0t)
 J/105 — 1) Justin Law, NHYC, 40 points; 2) 
Will Holz, Chicago YC, 43; 3) Tyler Sinks, SDYC, 
47. (11 boats)

Full results at www.sdyc.org

Santa Anas Spoil Halloween Regatta
 On Saturday, October 26, Del Rey YC 
ran their annual Halloween Regatta on 
Santa Monica Bay.
 The race is an oddity in that it features 
all sizes and shapes of sailing vessels, the 
boats may start up or downwind, it's an 
inverted start, and crews' costumes are 
judged on the water. The race focuses on 
fun, and the wardrobes of the various 
'yacht-ly crews' refl ect this.
 When Santa Ana winds hit Southern 
California, the Pacifi c Ocean either has 
winds exceeding 30 knots or there's zip, 
null, nada. 
 The 'land of no wind' ruled race day 
once again. While Santa Anas were rag-
ing all over the state, somehow the SoCal 
ocean was spared: The seas were smooth 
as glass, and masthead fl ies spent the 
better part of the afternoon doing 360s. 
Two and a half miles out, the anchored 

almost every other race this weekend.
 Down to the last race, multiple com-
petitors stayed in the running for fi rst 
place. Ending Day 2, three teams were 
tied for third place. NHYC went into the 
third and fi nal day of the regatta only 
one point behind Chicago YC and battled 
their way past them to the top.
 "It was super stressful. We just really 
played ball that last race," said Law. "We 
had to stay fi ve boats within Chicago. 
Winning the fi rst race made the tension 
go away and it was a great way to start 
the day."
 Crewing for NHYC were Bill Men-
ninger, Alex Curtiss, Daniel Geissmann, 
John Peschelt and Peter Kinney. "We've 
been doing this with the same team for 
a couple of years," said Law. "This is the 
fi rst time I'm driving."
 SFYC skipper Tim Russell commented 
on their great sailing Sunday: "If you look 
at the scores, we had gradually gotten 
better, and we just started to really gel. 
I actually hate that it's over because I'm 
ready to go again!"
 "I know it's a big trophy, and it's a 
huge deal for us to win the Lipton Cup," 
added Law. "The biggest thing is how 

THE RACING

committee boat barely felt a ripple.
 Of the 18 entries only one, John 
Staff's Synergy 1000 TBD, fi nished. TBD
completed the 8.75-mile circuit in just 
over 2 hours and 46 minutes.
 Jerry and Lea Kaye, driving the C&C 
SR 25 MisQue, got to within a half mile 
of the fi nish line when the current (inside 
Marina del Rey!) pushed them backward.
 The belle of the ball, the 58-ft Whit-
bread yacht Maiden, and its all-female 
crew also retired.
 After the race, the club put on a 
fi ne BBQ with tri-tip, salads, rolls and 
pumpkin pie. Pumpkins were awarded 
as trophies, and the crew from Maiden
received a bottle of Hornitos. They were 
excellent sports and took a few of the 
local female club members along for the 
ride.
 The winds were not letting up else-
where, and our thoughts and prayers go 
out to all of the families and courageous 
fi rst responders affected by the fi res.
 See more at www.dryc.org.

— andy kopetzky

Amazing Grace Cheney Cup
 RYC's Amazing Grace Cheney Cup, 
held this year on Sunday, November 3, 
is a women skippers' regatta that honors 
a club member who passed away unex-
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The Great Pumpkin costume party theme was 
Zombie Luau.
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pectedly. She was a Wylie Wabbit sailor 
and active volunteer. The race started at 
GOC, at the north end of the Berkeley 
Circle. The course called for a beat to 
Little Harding, a jibe around Blossom 
Rock, and a return to the start. Enough 
boats had signed up that they were split 
into two starts — but still scored as one 
division. The fast boats went fi rst, with 
a pause to allow them to get away from 
the line in the fl ood current before the 
slower boats took off.
 The fl eet enjoyed a nice beat in de-
cent breeze before sailing into a huge 
wind hole that stretched across the 
Bay between Angel Island's Point Blunt 
and Alcatraz. Everyone pulled up and 
parked, waiting for the westerly to creep 
east from the ocean. When it arrived, all 
the boats restarted at once and took off 
for Little Harding, where they sailed past 
Sausalito YC's fi rst Chili Midwinter race. 
 Ann Lewis skippered Mansplaining,
Erik Menzel's Wylie Wabbit usually (but 
not always) called Bad Hare Day. "Evelyn 
Ivey, Sarah Deeds (a Wabbit owner) and 
I were originally going to sail together," 
said Ann, "but Eve injured her knee, so 
Erik crewed for Sarah and me. 
 "We got a good start and were doing 
well, but eventually joined the parking 
lot by Angel Island and waited with the 
fi rst starters for the predicted westerly 
to fi ll in. We just happened to be in the 
right place when it fi lled. 
 "Once around the weather mark, it 
was a grand reach across the Bay, and 
Erik's weight was appreciated on the 

wire. After a smooth jibe, we just aimed 
for where we thought the committee boat 
should be. Done."
 The J/120 Shenanigans was the fastest-Shenanigans was the fastest-Shenanigans
rated boat in the race and fi nished fi rst, 
with Anne Thomas at the helm. But the 
24-ft Mansplaining would correct out Mansplaining would correct out Mansplaining
over the 40-footer.
 "We had a grand time," said Lewis. 
"Grace would have been right in the mix, 

enjoying the friendly 
banter between boats in 
the parking lot, waiting 
for the race to restart."
 The winning crew 
didn't get to practice 
together beforehand. 
"I did get to sail Erik 
and Eve's Wabbit in 
Inverness Yacht Club's 
Hog Island Race." That 
race sailed the length 
of Tomales Bay (and 
back) on August 31. 
"Wabbits are pretty neat 
boats, really responsive 
to trim, heel and helm."

— latitude / chris

RYC AMAZING GRACE 
CHENEY CUP, 11/3CHENEY CUP, 11/3
 1) Mansplaining, Wy-
lie Wabbit, Annie Lewis; 2) 
Shenanigans, J/120, Anne 
Thomas; 3) Just a Hare, Wy-

lie Wabbit, Merrill Pierce; 4) Bombora, Express 
27, Rebecca Hinden. (17 boats)

Seaweed Soup on a Slow Simmer
 Golden Gate YC's 49th Manuel Fa-
gundes Seaweed Soup Regatta kicked 
off on Saturday, November 2. A timid 
northeasterly was just enough to get 
most of the boats going, but without 
rolling starts. The last two divisions, the 
Knarrs and Folkboats, had less success 
in crossing the line against the fl ood.
 The race committee called for a quad-
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Racing in costume with DRYC, the 'Maiden' 
crew got into the spirit of Halloween while visit-
ing Los Angeles on their world tour.
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'Mansplaining' on the homestrech of the Grace 
Cheney Cup. Inset: Skipper Annie Lewis.
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but pretty light, so a short 
4-mile course was chosen. 
The fi rst division started at 
1:50. Naturally, the wind 
picked up, and — zoom — 
the last racer was fi nished 
before 3 p.m.
 Congratulations go to 
Bryce Griffi th in his Antrim 
27 Arch Angel. He snagged 
a fi rst in Division A by a 
mere 56 seconds over Dan 
Hauserman in the Melges 
24 Personal Puff. Reuben Personal Puff. Reuben Personal Puff
Rocci in his J/111 Swift 
Ness got third place only Ness got third place only Ness
65 seconds behind fi rst. 
 Division B also had 
some close fi nishes. Only 1 
minute, 29 seconds sepa-
rated fi rst place and third. 

Mike Devries in his Wilderness 30 Spe-
cial Edition took fi rst, Donald Newman cial Edition took fi rst, Donald Newman cial Edition
in the Olson 30 Yankee Air Pirate got Yankee Air Pirate got Yankee Air Pirate
second, and Andrew Macfi e in the Olson 
30 Hoot got third.Hoot got third.Hoot
 Twelve of the 16 Express 27 entries 
showed up and raced. First was Will 
Paxton on Motorcycle Irene, second was 
Seth Clark on Current Affair, and Andrew 
Groetz on Phoenix grabbed third. These Phoenix grabbed third. These Phoenix
three were separated by only 44 seconds. 
 Division C was led by Joan Byrne in 
her Olson 911S Heart of Gold, second 
was James Fair in his Merit 25 Chesa-
peake, and third went to Rick Raduziner 
in his SC27 Lickety Split. 
 The last division of Saturday is the Cal 
20s, and Richard vonEhrenkrook in Can 
O'Whoopass successfully grabbed fi rst by O'Whoopass successfully grabbed fi rst by O'Whoopass
virtue of being the only one to show up.
 The fog on Sunday, November 10 
wasn't as bad as Saturday's had been. 
A light but reasonable breeze appeared 

Light-air spinnaker wrangling in the GGYC Mid-
winter aboard Larry Baskin's Express 37 'Bullit'.
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rilateral course with Blackaller Buoy as 
the fi rst mark — a spinnaker start. All 
then sailed to Harding Rock Buoy on 
a one-tack beat. The fastest divisions 
were sent on a run to Blossom Rock, 
the slower ones to Fort Mason. But after 
the rounding of Harding Rock, the fl ood 
current took over from the dying breeze 
and the racers found themselves drifting 
backward toward Emeryville. Many sim-
ply turned the ignition key and headed 
back to GGYC for hot food, cold drinks 
and warm sunshine.
 Patience paid off, however, as the 
breeze did eventually return, and many 
boats were able to fi nish. No shocker that 
Hank Easom's Sabre Spirit Serenade
was fi rst to fi nish, with an elapsed time 
of 3 hours, 4 minutes on the longer, 7.4-
mile course. For standings, see www.
jibeset.net. The second of fi ve races will 
be held on December 7.

— latitude / chris
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Into and Out of the Fog with BYC 
 At the appointed hour of 11:55 on 
November 9, in the middle of the Olympic 
Circle, there was no wind. There were 
racers, a signal boat, a mark-set boat 
with blown-up buoys, but no wind.
 Thirty-two boats came out to race in 
the fi rst of four monthly Berkeley YC 
Midwinter races. The race committee 
attempted many different ploys to bring 
on the wind. The lunches were brought 
out. No help. Snacks and complicated 
dips and chips were set up. Nada. A 
doable breeze appeared, but the buoy 
disappeared in the fog. The buoy reap-
peared, but the little breeze stopped. Fi-
nally, the conditions improved, and after 
bobbing around for almost two hours, 
all 32 boats were still hanging out and 
ready to go racing. The wind was existent 

JESSICA CUP, StFYC, 10/19 (2r, 0t)JESSICA CUP, StFYC, 10/19 (2r, 0t)
 GAFF — 1) Brigadoon, Terry Klaus, 2 points; 
2) Makani Kai, Ken Inouye, 4. (2 boats)
 MARCONI I — 1) Mayan, Beau Vrolyk, 2 
points; 2) Fairwyn, Richard Leland, 4; 3) Water 
Witch, John Egelston, 6. (5 boats)
 MARCONI II — 1) Cuckoo, Bird, Bill Claussen, 
5 points; 2) Youngster, IOD, Ron Young, 5; 3) 
The Shadow, Mull 30, Bruce Sinclair, 6. (6 boats)
 FARALLON CLIPPER — 1) VIP, Don Taylor, 
2 points; 2) Hana, Brian Boyd, 6; 3) Mistress II, 
Richard vonEhrenkrook, 6. (4 boats)

StFYC FALL DINGHY, 10/26 (4r, 0t)StFYC FALL DINGHY, 10/26 (4r, 0t)
 5O5 — 1) Michael Holt/Rob Woelfel, 9 points; 
2) Jeffrey Miller/Steve Bourdow, 10; 3) Howard 
Hamlin/Andy Zinn, 11. (9 boats)

 C420 — 1) Julian Skerrett/Theodore Knobel, 
5 points; 2) Alec Van Kerckhove/Dylan Murphy, 
11; 3) Kyra Phelan/Sophia Browne, 15; 4) Reade 
Decker/Will Glasson, 17; 5) Jack Murphy/Tatum 
Gee, 18. (26 boats)
 CFJ — 1) Anson Walker/Arthur Serra, 7 points; 
2) Cal Smolenski/Corbett Malenfant/Silas Lam-
bros, 20; 3) Dawson Xuan/Jonathan Veis, 25. (15 
boats)
 LASER STANDARD — 1) Caleb Yoslov, 3 
points; 2) Will Foox, 7; 3) Andrew Holdsworth, 8; 
4) Julian Soto, 13. (17 boats)

 LASER RADIAL — 1) Lindsey Baab, 5 points; 
2) Sarah Young, 8; 3) Toshinari Takayanagi, 12; 
4) Walt Spevak, 12; 5) Benjamin Stevens, 13. (22 
boats)
 LASER 4.7 — 1) Tor Svendsen, 7 points; 2) 
Michele Biral, 8; 3) Hailey Thompson, 9. (5 boats)
 OPTIMIST CHAMP — 1) Morgan Headington, 
3 points; 2) Yann Menard, 11; 3) Gavin Murphy, 
16; 4) Nathan Posard, 18; 5) Akira Sophie Bratti, 
19; 6) Talia Hamlin, 19; 7) Parker Stacy, 22. (30 
boats)
 OPTIMIST GREEN — 1) Merritt Sellers, 5 
points; 2) Blake Oberbauer, 11; 3) Kai Watters, 22; 
4) Abel Toth, 35; 5) Ava Adamson, 41. (20 boats)
 RS TERA — 1) Omar Alami, 6 points; 2) Evie 
Littler, 7; 3) Ella Brady, 11. (9 boats)

Full results at www.stfyc.com

THE RACING THE RACING 

BOX SCORES



The C420 class adds a colorful visual to 
Cityfront racing in the Fall Dinghy Regatta on 
October 26. For top results, see Box Scores on 
the preceding page.
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after only about a one-hour wait, and the 
Sunday fl eets were sent out on an 8-mile 
windward/leeward course. This proved 
to be a good choice because the wind did 
an increase during the start sequence. 
Suddenly everything was fantastic! We 
had almost 10 knots of breeze from the 
'proper' direction, and the sun was out. 
Wow.
 But, contrary to all the weather 
prognostications I had seen, the wind 
increased to over 18 knots and a new 
fog came in. This fog was quite thick 
and down on the water — threatening to 
totally block our view of the fi nish line! 
The racers seemed to like it, however, 
and there were no DNFs.
 Division 1 was dominated by Hoot, fol-
lowed by Trig Liljestrand's J/90 Ragtime,
and Ray Wilson in his Melges 24 Magoo.
The second division was the seven-boat 
fl eet of Express 27s. First went to Motor-
cycle Irene with Julia Paxton, followed by cycle Irene with Julia Paxton, followed by cycle Irene
Magic Bus with Marc Belloli and Ross Magic Bus with Marc Belloli and Ross Magic Bus
Groelz on Eagle.
 Only 41 seconds spread the top three 
of Division 3. Lickety Split was fi rst; sec-
ond was Richard Stockdale in his J/24 
Froglips, followed by Jasper Van Vliet's 
J/24 Evil Octopus.
 Two Richmond YC Junior program 
teams in J/22s led Division 4. Chase En-
glehart was fi rst and Lilly Horri grabbed 
second. Third went to Larry Telford in 
his Islander 30-II Antares.
 Sunday races also feature short-

handed sailors. Five doublehanders and 
one singlehander showed up to race. 
Fred Paxton in the Alerion 28 Zenaida 
got fi rst, Bob Johnston in his Alerion 
38 Surprise! grabbed second, and Derik Surprise! grabbed second, and Derik Surprise!
Anderson in his Express 27 Public Enemy
got third. Jan Hirsch in his Islander 30-II 
Sweet Pea was the single singlehander Sweet Pea was the single singlehander Sweet Pea
and can be seen in the photo above fi nd-
ing the weather mark in the fog.
 See the complete series standings at 
www.jibeset.net.

— bobbi tosse

Corkscrew Slough Regatta
 Saturday, October 26, was a pleasant 
day for the El Toro sailors participat-
ing in the Corkscrew Slough Regatta. 
Sequoia YC in Redwood City hosts this 
last counting regatta of the El Toro 
Senior Series. "At the start, the breeze 
was light from the southeast," reports 
Paul Zander. "And the starting area was 

in the wind shadow of a building. Once 
the fl eet got past the line, Dennis Silva 
had a nice lead sailing up the left side 
of the course. Eventually everyone had 
to tack to clear the big wooden structure 
along the shore." Once everyone got back 
on starboard tack, Paul was in the lead. 
"Near the west branch of Redwood Creek, 
Art Lange got a boost. We don't know if it 
was a local wind puff or the ebb current. 
Anyway, he took over the lead." 
 As the sailors headed out the main 
channel, a barge suddenly appeared on 
the right. "Art, sailing on the left edge 
of the channel, passed in front of the 
barge." The other boats had to slow down 
and go behind the barge and through its 
wake. "During the rest of the race, the 
distance between boats closed, but never 
really threatening the eventual winner.  
After three hours, the time between the 
fi rst and last boat was less than 90 sec-
onds."
 Art Lange won, followed by Paul 
Zander and then Dennis Silva. "The big 
question of the day was, 'Where were the 
other sailors?'" wondered Zander.
 We can answer that question. On 
October 26, the majority of the Bay Area 
El Toro sailors were either racing big-
ger boats or volunteering at the Great 
Pumpkin Regatta at RYC (fl ip back to 
pages 86-87.)

— latitude / chris

Race Notes
 Returning California Dreamin' Se-
ries winner Shane Young had trouble 
getting his motor running on the fi nal 
day of racing, Sunday, November 3. A 
mark-set boat towed his Catalina 37 out 
to the racecourse in Long Beach. Once 
there, he and his LBYC crew won six out 
of seven matches to fi nish the two-day 
regatta with a 12 and 2 record.
 The win earned Young 100 points 
toward his 2019 series total, but it was C
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The BYC Midwinters' sole singlehander, Jan Hirsch on the Islander 30-II 'Sweet Pea', tries to find 
the weather mark in an afternoon fog on November 10.
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Matches against Breault were particu-
larly close and hard-fought, with numer-
ous lead changes.  
 Weis and his crew, Roberto Stevens, 
Dylan Finestone, Haydon Stapleton, Wil-
lie McBride, and Christopher's brother 
Nicolas Weis, grew up sailing together. 
See www.lbyc.org for more.www.lbyc.org for more.www.lbyc.org
 Stanford University won the Women's 

THE RACING SHEETTHE RACING SHEET
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not enough to top Del Rey YC's rising 
star, Christopher Weis.
 The 23-year-old won the San Diego leg 
of the series last month in a J/22, earn-
ing him 100 points and putting him in a 
series tie with Nicole Breault of StFYC.
 "All the matches were really competi-
tive," said Weis. "and it was great to sail 
against such accomplished sailors." 

Pacifi c Coast Championship hosted 
by Cal Poly on October 26-27. The 
nine-team, 18-total-race event featured 
light air and strong current. Stanford's 
B-Division boat of Hallie Schiffman and 
Laurel Foster stood out, winning eight of 
the nine races sailed in B. They fi nished 
second in the only race they didn't win. 
USC placed second, and the Cal Mari-
time Keelhaulers came in third.
 Stanford also won the Intercollegiate 
Sailing Association (ICSA) 2019 Match 
Race National Championship, held 
November 1-3 in Marblehead, MA. Ten 
teams raced in Sonars for the Cornelius 
Shields Sr. Trophy. Jack Parkin, Wiley 
Rogers, Jacob Rosenberg and Victoria 
Thompson led the Cardinal over the 
Georgetown Hoyas.
 Santa Barbara YC hosted the In-
terscholastic Sailing Association (high 
school) Cressy Singlehanded National 
Championship on November 2-3. 
Two Redwood High students, Nicholas 
Sessions and Caleb Yoslov, fi lled the 
second- and fourth-place spots on the 
scoreboard.

— latitude / chris

Sailing for StFYC and RYC, Charlotte Versavel and Jack Sutter took second place in the Nacra 15 
North Americans in Sarasota, FL, on November 9-10. Other West Coast teams acquitted themselves 
well too. Find full results at www.regattanetwork.com/event/19616.
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DREDGE COMPLETED 2016
8' depth in all 75 foot wide fairways and channel
SUPER EASY FREEWAY ACCESS!
Take the Sierra Point Parkway exit from North or Southbound 101

AMPLE FREE PARKING!
Plus Bay Trail bike path, picnic areas, laundry, private 
showers, WiFi, CALTRAIN shuttle

GREAT RATES!
Starting at $8.17/foot – and we may be able 
to accommodate large CATS

BRISBANE
MARINA✠

From Hwy 101, take the
Sierra Point Pkwy exit and

follow the signs to the marina.

400 Sierra Point Parkway
Brisbane, CA 94005

www.brisbaneca.org
(650) 583-6975

harbormaster@brisbaneca.org

Brisbane Marina - LOW RATES + amazing LOCATION = your BEST harbor!

Clean Marine
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SAN DIEGO
2832 Cañon St.
San Diego, CA 92106
T  619 226 2422
sandiego@quantumsails.com

SOCAL
1620 Cowles St.
Long Beach, CA 90813
T  562 624 4325
socal@quantumsails.com

SAN FRANCISCO
1230 Brickyard Cove Rd. #200
Pt. Richmond, CA 94801
T  510 234 4334
pacific@quantumsails.com

KEEPING CALIFORNIA
ON THE WATER
WITH SAILS, SERVICE & EXPERTISE

 



WORLD

communist state of the Soviet Union.
 a) Malta
 b) Croatia
 c) Corsica
 d) Denmark

 2) Grenada earned 
the nickname "Island 
of Spice" due to its 
prolifi c cultivation of 
which spices?
 a) cardamon and 
sage
 b) nutmeg and mace
 c) rosemary and 
thyme
 d) salt and pepper

 3) In what country 
will you fi nd a popular 
chartering area called 
the Turquoise Coast?
 a) New Caledonia
 b) The Seychelles
 c) Antigua
 d) Turkey

 4) Nearly 300 years before Christ, 
a 110-ft-high statue of the god Helios 
straddled the mouth of this island's har-
bor. At the time it was considered to be 
one of the "seven wonders of the ancient 
world."
 a) Corsica
 b) Bali
 c) San Salvador
 d) Rhodes

 5) This popular tropical chartering 

Test Your Worldliness with Our 
Worldwide Charter Quiz

 Friends who've never sampled the 
magic of a sailing vacation far from home 
might be baffl ed about why you'd hassle 
fl ying thousands of miles away just to 
sail through some famous, far-flung 
cruising venue, when there's plenty of 
wind and water closer to home. 
 No doubt, most charter addicts would 
tell you they're at least partly motivated 
by the pleasures of becoming immersed 
in foreign cultures that are dramatically 
different from our own. And to our way 
of thinking, the more you learn about a 
place in advance of vacationing there, the 
more rewarding your overall experience 
will probably be.
 That's why we take a break from our 
usual format once a year to test your 
travel savvy via our Worldwide Charter 
Quiz. Some questions will test your gen-
eral knowledge of history and geography, 
while others are admittedly a bit more 
obscure. But hey, it's multiple choice, so 
you've got at least a fi ghting chance at 
success. And, even if you fail miserably, 
you'll probably learn a thing or two when 
you check your answers (at the end).at the end).at the end
 So power up your gray cells and let's 
get started:

 1) This popular European chartering
destination is now an independent 
nation. It was once part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, and later part of a 

For a change of pace, this month we'll For a change of pace, this month we'll F test your brainpower with test your brainpower with test your brainpower
our annual history and culture quiz about charter destinations history and culture quiz about charter destinations history and culture quiz around 
the world.
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There's little to no nightlife or other shoreside 
development in much of the Sea of Cortez, but 
marine life abounds. 

destination was once part of the Mayan
civilization. After a long turf war between
the Spanish and British, it became a 
British colony in 1854.
 a) Belize
 b) Jamaica
 c) Panama
 d) St. Croix

 6) Which Greek island in the Cyclades
is said to have been the birthplace of 
Apollo, son of Zeus?
 a) Mykonos
 b) Rhodes
 c) Delos
 d) Lesvos

 7) At what charter venue could
you expect to be served lobster baked
in a hole in the ground, under a pile
of seaweed?
 a) Tortola, BVI
 b) Downeast Maine
 c) Mexico's Sea of Cortez
 d) Guadeloupe's Pigeon Island

8) Which South Pacifi c charter venue 
was never colonized by a European  
power?
 a) New Zealand
 b) Tahiti
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OF CHARTERING

Spread: Australia's Whitehaven Beach is a vi-
sual marvel. Inset: Half a world away, a young 
crewman offers Chesapeake crabs for dinner. 

 b) The Canary Islands
 c) The Florida Keys
 d) The Channel Islands

 16) Christopher Columbus took his 
fi rst steps in the New World on one of 
these islands, which comprise a British
Crown Colony. Much of its population is
descended from slaves who were freed in
1834 when Britain abolished slavery.
 a) Grenada
 b) Cuba
 c) Anguilla
 d) The Bahamas

 17) Roughly two thirds of this Carib-
bean island was purchased by members
of the Rockefeller family, who built a 
swank resort on a piece of it, and gave 
the rest to the US government with the 
understanding that it be turned into a 
National Park.
 a) Dominica
 b) Puerto Rico
 c) Aruba
 d) St. John, USVI

 18) Which island off the West Coast 
of North America contains the famous 
Painted Cave, which, at 1,227 feet long, 
is the world's second-longest sea cave? 
It is large enough to take a 40-ft boat 
inside, with an entrance that is 130 
feet high.

 c) New Caledonia
 d) Tonga

 9) In which charter venue will you fi nd
a spectacular white sand beach called 
Whitehaven?
 a) The Leeward Islands of Tahiti
 b) Australia's Whitsundays
 c) Spain's Balearic Islands
 d) The San Juan Islands

 10) In 1784, the French gave which 
Caribbean island to Sweden in exchange
for freeport rights in Europe?
 a) St. Martin
 b) Marie Galante
 c) Martinique
 d) St. Barth

 11) This chartering venue is the larg-
est estuary in the U.S.
 a) Sacramento Delta
 b) Mississippi Delta
 c) Chesapeake Bay
 d) Penobscot Bay

 12) This charter base is ideal for those 
in search of solitude and marine life, as 

most anchorages and nearby islands are 
uninhabited.
 a) France's St. Tropez
 b) The Bahamas
 c) St. Kitts and Nevis
 d) Mexico's Sea of Cortez

 13) Which Caribbean charter 
venue is said (by marketers) to 
have a beautiful beach for every 
day of the year?
  a) Anguilla
 b) Tobago Cays
 c) Antigua
 d) Dominica

 14) After 162 years as a British 
territory, this dramatically beauti-
ful cluster of islands in the Indian 
Ocean gained its independence in 
1976.
 a) Madagascar
 b) Chagos
 c) Kiribati
 d) The Seychelles

 15) The local residents of this 
area are referred to as Conchs, 
after the edible mollusks that are 
abundant in nearshore waters.
 a) The San Juan Islands
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In Greece and Turkey, ancient ruins and other 
reminders of the region's rich cultural heritage 
seem to be everywhere.



WORLD OF CHARTERING

 a) Cocos Island
 b) Santa Cruz Island
 c) Coronado Island
 d) Vancouver Island

 19) On which island, now a popular 
charter destination, did the Pig War take
place in 1859? The confl ict, which had 
to do with a dispute over the boundary 
between the US and British North Amer-

 That's it. Now take a look at the an-
swer key below, and see how you did. 
Most importantly, though, we hope this 
little exercise stimulated your curiosity 
to learn more about these and other 
charter destinations that not only are 
rich in cultural history, but also offer 
great sailing and shoreside amenities. 

— andy
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ica, began when an 
American farmer 
shot a British pig 
that was rooting  in 
his garden.
 a) Apostle Island
 b) Catalina
 c) San Juan Island
 d) Ellis Island

 20) Adjacent to 
which Caribbean 
island did the Cous-

teau family establish a marine preserve?
 a) St. Thomas
 b) Guadeloupe
 c) Dominica
 d) Bequia

 21)  While sailing among these islands 
you'll have a good chance of spotting orca
whales.
 a) St. Kitts and Nevis
 b) The Gulf and San Juan Islands
 c) St. Thomas and St. John
 d) Tahiti and Moorea

Grenada's historic Carenage is a Caribbean 
classic. A one-directional charter from here 
through the Grenadines would be splendid.
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1) b, Croatia / 2) b, nutmeg and mace / 
3) d, Turkey / 4) d, Rhodes / 5) a, Belize 
/ 6) c, Delos / 7) b, Downeast Maine / 8) 
d, Tonga / 9) b, Australia's Whitsundays 
/ 10) d, St. Barth / 11)c, Chesapeake 
Bay / 12) d, Mexico's Sea of Cortez / 
13) c, Antigua / 14) d, The Seychelles 
/ 15) c, The Florida Keys / 16) d, The 
Bahamas / 17) d, St. John, USVI / 18) 
b, Santa Cruz Island / 19) c, San Juan 
Island / 20) b, Guadeloupe  / 21) b, The 
Gulf and San Juan Islands

QUIZ ANSWERS

All the information you need to book your charter can be found on our website www.sailtmm.comTo book your charter go to www.sailtmm.com

619.517.5630

Avalon - Catalina Island

Islands of Loreto - Baja

Your West Coast Island Getaway!!
ASA Catamaran Sailing School & Charters

guinevere@westcoastmultihulls.com
www.charter-catamaran.com

Holiday Charter Specials

Call for Island Savings!
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DeWitt Art Gallery & Framing  (510) 236-1401  pam@jimdewitt.com
Online Stores: www.jimdewitt.com  www.DeWittAmericasCupArt.com

Wishing You All a Very 
Merry Holiday Season 

from Our Family to Yours!

  What a Great Gift Idea!  
A Jim Dewitt Original 

Painting Call Now to Get 
on the Schedule!

Two Dinghies

The North Bay’s Only Full-Service Marina!

Gateway to the 
Bay & Delta

(707) 648-4370 • Fax (707) 648-4660

42 Harbor Way • Vallejo, CA 94590
Monday-Saturday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

www.ci.vallejo.ca.us

•  Slips starting at $7.65 per foot!
•  Concrete and wood docks
•  Kayak storage space available 
•  24-hour security patrol 



CHANGES

   With reports this month from With reports this month from W Emma's pre-Ha-Ha cruise to San Diego; 
Geja's adventures in the Adriatic; and Reality Check's reality check after 
an unforecast blow hit the boat in Puerto Escondido. We also catch up with 
2019 contributors in our annual Where Are They Now? feature, and top Where Are They Now? feature, and top Where Are They Now?
everything off with a hot, cheery mug of Cruise Notes.

 Emma — Deerfoot 62
 James Dilworth
 Doing the Pre-Ha
 Emeryville
 It's that time of year when the pelicans 
are heading south, the nights are becom-
ing colder, and cruisers start to assemble 

swell subsides, and anchorages that are 
typically wild become thoroughly pleas-
ant places to drop the hook and enjoy a 
side of California few get to experience.
 Last week I joined Kurt Christofferson 
and the crew of Emma for the sail down Emma for the sail down Emma
to San Diego via California's Channel Is-
lands — the group of eight islands spread 
out across the Southern California Bight. 
Each island offers its own charm, with 
much to see and do. 
 Coming from San Francisco, San 
Miguel is the fi rst island on the route 
south, and normally one of the most dif-
fi cult to visit. Jutting out west beyond 
the protection of Point Conception, it is 
battered by northwest winds and the cold 
California Current for much of the year. 
Shoals and rocks encourage mariners to 
give it a wide berth, and its barren, wind-
swept hills seem empty and uninviting. 
But as we rounded the corner into Cuyler 
Harbor last week with the morning sun 
and calm winds, it appeared almost para-
disiacal. We anchored in 30 feet of water 
off a broad white sand beach with barely 
a footprint on it at all.
 San Miguel is part of Channel Islands 
National Park, and its only regular (hu-
man) inhabitants are park rangers and a 
few biologists. You can enjoy your time at 
anchor or get a guided hike on the island. 
This offers the opportunity to observe a 
petrifi ed forest, and tens of thousands of 
sea lions and elephant seals lounging on 
the beaches. We spent a couple nights at 
anchor at San Miguel, while the whole 
time, a lone gray whale circled nearby 
feeding on krill. The water was a chilly 60 
degrees, but with a wetsuit and fi ns I was 

able to bring home fresh 
scallops and fi sh for din-
ner. Sea life was abundant. 
Mankind felt distant. 
 Santa Rosa is next 
down the chain, and we 
traversed the south side, 
taking time to drop the 
hook behind Johnson's 
Lee. This island is also 
managed by the Park Ser-
vice, and feels equally un-
inhabited with little more 
than a fading network of 
fi re roads and trails from 
decades ago when cattle 
ranchers worked the is-

land. We hiked the south side of the is-
land where trails from native foxes were 
more distinct than those of humans. 
Down at the beaches we got to see ju-
venile elephant seals testing each other 
with body blows and grunts. 
 Sailing west, the water starts to warm. 
The 25-mile-long north coast of Santa 
Cruz Island offers a myriad of anchor-
ages and enticing shoreline to explore. 
With stand-up paddleboards or a dinghy, 
you can explore numerous beaches and 
caves. Perhaps the most impressive of all 
of them is Painted Cave, one of the world's 
deepest sea caves. Its entrance is large 
enough to drive a sailboat into, though 
you'd be bold to do so. With a dinghy you 

Charms of the Channel Islands — Above: Santa 
Cruz's Painted Cave looks like something large 
and hungry in a Star Wars movie, but it's safe 
and easily explorable by kayak, dinghy or SUP. 
(Bring a fl ashlight.) Far above: Cuyler Harbor 
at San Miguel. Right above: 'Emma' in a glassy 
anchorage. Right: Suzy snorkeling the emerald 
waters of Catalina. Center: Suzy and Niels on a 
deserted beach at Santa Barbara Island. 

's pre-Ha-Ha cruise to San Diego; 

in San Diego Bay for the Baja Ha-Ha and 
the start of a new winter cruising season. 
But while Mexico lures cruisers with sun-
downer margaritas and warm waters, it's 
easy to forget that California has some in-
credible not-to-miss cruising too — par-
ticularly in the fall. 
 For much of the year, California's 
coast is notoriously unfriendly. Few har-
bors, strong winds, and large swell roll-
ing in from across the Pacifi c. But fall 
typically brings weeks of magical calm 
where the northwest winds abate, the 

'Emma's Pre-Ha and Ha-Ha crew (l to r): James-
Dilworth, Suzy Garren, Niels Frommann, owner/
skipper Kurt Christofferson, Ryan White.
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South by east until the butter melts! Captain Kurt 
off Santa Barbara Island on the way to the start 
of Baja Ha-Ha XXVI.



can explore deep inside to where the cave 
narrows and enters into a second cham-
ber where the barking of sea lions and 
pitch darkness raise hairs on your neck. 
 Fall is when Santa Ana winds from 
the east start to sweep across Southern 
California. Warm, dry winds spread from 
inland and funnel through the valleys out 
to the sea. Out at the islands, anchoring 
is turned on its head as normally exposed 
coastline becomes safe, and typically safe 
harbors become exposed to raging winds 
and short chop. With gale-force winds 
forecast for Santa Cruz Island, we headed 
south toward Santa Barbara Island with 
the Coast Guard issuing small craft advi-
sories over Channel 16. This set us up for 

an eerie night anchoring under the cliffs 
on the west side of the island — some-
thing that would be unheard of for much 
of the year. But while we were protected 
from the Santa Ana winds and chop, the 
Pacifi c swell never stops, and we spent a 
bit of a rolly night on the boat.
 In the dawn light, we circled the island 
hoping to get ashore from the main land-
ing, but with the east wind still blowing 
and waves crashing ashore, this wasn't 
the most sensible option. We pressed on 
south.
 Catalina is the most popular and 
most visited island of the chain, but as 
we sailed down the west side, it looked as 
uninhabited as the ones we'd come from. 

Taking advantage of the light 
winds, we found ourselves a 
spot to park before sunset 
below the towering 1,600-ft 
mountainous ridge of the is-
land. Here the water was blue 
and clear and a pleasant 67 
degrees — not quite warm, 
but pleasant enough for all 
the crew to jump in and swim 
for a bit of snorkeling. Forests 
of kelp waved in the clear blue 
waters, with abundant fi sh 
taking shelter in their fronds. 
   All in all, our short detour 

to the islands made us feel like we had 
already arrived — and we hadn't even 
started yet. 

— James 11/1/19

 Geja — 1976 Islander 36
 Andrew Vik
 Year of the Italian Rat
 San Francisco
 Eleven years after buying Geja sight Geja sight Geja
unseen through the pages of Latitude 38, 
I still spend about six weeks each sum-
mer cruising her in the Mediterranean, 
mostly in the Adriatic Sea. She proudly 
shows my hometown of San Francisco 
as her hailing port, though the UNESCO 
town of Trogir in Croatia has been Geja's 
foreign base since I sailed her there from 
Pisa, Italy, in 2008.
 With a second checked bag full of 
parts and supplies, which are much eas-
ier and cheaper to acquire in the US, I 
typically fl y over to Europe in early July 
to start my summer voyages. I'll spend 
a few days fi xing, repairing and upgrad-
ing things on board, then a few more 
days getting the boat into the water and 
ready for action. Slowly but surely over 
the years, I've gotten her dialed in to my 
liking, but she still looks well worn from 
the oceans she crossed with her previous 
owners. At least I stand out among the 
sea of shiny, newish sailboats in Croatia, 
one of the summer charter capitals of the 
world. She's always a conversation piece 

Permission to board! Fellow Californians from a 
nearby megayacht stopped by 'Geja' to say hi. 

G
EJ

A
AL

L 
PH

O
TO

S 
EM

M
A

IN LATITUDES



CHANGES

highlight of the Dalmatian coast. Few do 
so, but one can anchor just under the old 
town walls and put up with a bit of roll-
ing. Both the marina and port are too far 
from the spectacular old town, but from 
the anchorage you can dinghy right into 
the chaos of Dubrovnik. After midnight, 
the shiny stone streets turn into a run-
way show as the naturally tall and lean 
Croatian girls show off their latest fash-
ions.
 After four nights in mesmerizing Du-
brovnik, it was time to change scenery 
and sail 120 overnight miles to Italy. Dur-
ing the 30 minutes that it took to check 
out of Croatia in nearby Cavtat, the wind 
and seas turned from near calm to some-
thing more like San Francisco Bay in Au-
gust. Expecting true winds on the beam 
in the upper teens, we hoisted sail and 
pointed toward Italy. I fi gured it would 
be lively, but the steep seas made con-
ditions on board intolerable, not surpris-
ing given the 300 miles of fetch between 
there and Venice. We bashed onward for 
an hour, debating whether we were cow-
ards for considering turning back. But 
when one of my crew reminisced out loud 
about the food at the fantastic restaurant 
we had discovered in Dubrovnik, I called 
out a tack and we were on our way back. 
A couple of rough hours later, we snuck 

back into Croatia 
and were seated at 
the restaurant.
 The next day, 
with little wind 
in the forecast, 
we tried again to 
cross to Italy. We 
ended up with just 
enough wind for 
a smooth, mellow 
overnight voyage, 

arriving somewhat rested in the cutest 
little town of Giovinazzo. The east coast of 
Italy is unpopular with cruisers, with its 
lack of islands and anchorages, but there 
are some gems, and Giovinazzo is among 
them. As in the previous visit, Geja had Geja had Geja
the tallest mast in the small harbor. Un-
settling, though, was the rat seen scur-
rying atop the powerboat just two slips 

over. We quickly improvised some 
funnels out of water bottles to slip 
around our dock lines.
 In Trani, another gem of a town 
just north of Giovinazzo, we discov-
ered that we indeed had a rat on 
board, a fi rst for me in 12 seasons 
there. It had meticulously piled a 
stash of pasta inside a cabinet by 
carrying a dozen individual pieces 
of rotini from the galley. The war 
began.

 There are indeed some fair-weather 
anchorages along Italy's east coast, and 
we anchored one night in Cala Campi 
along the mountainous Gargano Penin-
sula a bit south of Vieste. It was there, 
just after midnight and all alone in the 
dark anchorage, where I experienced 
my fi rst-ever boarding without having 
done anything wrong. The small group 
of offi cials was from Italy's Guardia di 
Finanza, responsible for combating tax 
evasion and human smuggling, among 
other things. They seemed satisfi ed with 
the American and Swiss passports held 
by the various members of the crew, 
not seeming to mind or notice that we 
hadn't properly checked into the Schen-
gen zone (Italy) yet. After 15 minutes, 
they disappeared into the darkness.
 From Vieste, another spectacular Ital-
ian town, we left at sunset for the 65-mile 
sail back to Croatia. Again we had smooth 
seas and a perfect breeze for the cross-
ing. A shoreside bar blasted music as 
we left, and we could still identify songs 
from fi ve miles out. We let the wind dic-
tate our course, arriving in the check-in 

wherever we tie up.
 By mid-July, as the busy European 
tourist season really kicks in, I set sail 
with what's become a regular cast of like-
minded buddies. We all enjoy a good par-
ty, and the towns of Makarska, Bol, and 
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Get fi red up for some serious partying at the 
Carpe Diem Beach bar in Hvar, Croatia.
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Vodice do not disappoint. But nothing 
compares to Hvar, where you can start 
off at Hula Hula bar at 6 p.m. and close 
things down at Carpe Diem Beach at 5 
a.m. (a feat we haven't actually pulled off, 
not in the same night anyway). Hvar is a 
magnetic place despite its often-uncom-
fortable harbor, stirred up by the all-night 
taxi boats and any westerly swell. But you 
just can't stay more than three nights as 
sleep deprivation will get to you.
 We do schedule plenty of detox 
nights along the way, and Croa-
tia offers hundreds of tranquil, 
well-protected bays in which to 
anchor. We shared one such bay 
with a 100-ft megayacht on the 
island of Mljet. My buddies and I 
were all set for some proper bro 
time until two girls paddled by on 
a kayak with a sack full of cold 
Coronas. We obviously granted 
them permission to board. They were Cal-
ifornia girls from the megayacht, curious 
about their new neighbors.
 A couple of more detox nights later, we 
sailed into Dubrovnik in the south of Cro-
atia. It's a crowded town suffering from 
its Game of Thrones fame, but still the Game of Thrones fame, but still the Game of Thrones

Ragin' 'Geja'ns (l to r), Andrew, Mats and John. 
Other crew came and went through the summer.

Luckily for him, 'Mickey' picked the 
non-lethal mousetrap.non-lethal mousetrap.
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perfect getaway from the chilly summer 
fog in San Francisco, and an amazing way 
to share adventures and quality time with 
good friends.
 Croatia often gets a bad rap among 
cruisers. There are few free or cheap 
quays like you fi nd in Greece, and some-
times you have to pay to anchor over-
night, typically about $25 for a 36-footer. 
But in my experience, it's still the best 
cruising in the Med. There are hundreds 
of islands and limitless fl at-water anchor-
ages. When we set sail each day, we of-
ten don't know our destination as there 
are so many from which to choose, and 
I'm still discovering new ones. English 
is spoken everywhere and public trans-
portation works really well. And it's the 
cleanest, safest country in the Med. Din-
ghy theft, for example, is extremely rare, 
though mine has been borrowed on occa-
sion by drunk tourists.
 Still, I have fond memories of Corsica, 
Sardinia, and the Aeolian Islands. Maybe 
next winter I'll keep the boat in one of the 
cheaper marinas in southern Sicily so I 
can explore some of the western Med. 

— Andrew 11/9/19

 Reality Check — Island Packet 420
 Janet and Chris Michaelsen
 Thar She Blows
 Seattle

Like sailors everywhere, we're always 
watching the weather — today's, tomor-
row's, a week out; in port, on anchor, at 
sea. As for sources: Windy, Predict Wind, 
Saildocs, VHF — we've got them all. So 
when we left our boat on a mooring buoy 
at Puerto Escondido for a three-day road 
trip up to Mulegé last spring for a guided 
tour of some nearby pinturas rupestres
(cave paintings), we did so secure in the 
knowledge that nothing bad was forecast 
and the boat would be safe in our ab-
sence.
 The mile-or-so hike into the cave site 
and tour conducted by local guide Sal-
vador Castro Drew was enjoyable and 
informative. Among other things, it gave 
us a peek into those beautiful, mysteri-
ous canyons that wrinkle the landscape 

port of Vela Luka on the island of Korcula. 
The Croatians are extremely strict about 
check-in and checkout procedures, and 
even fi ne you if you don't take the most 
direct route to the nearest port of entry. 
(They're watching on AIS, which I don't 
have).
 The next morning, in a beautiful little 
anchorage on Korcula, it became clear 
that the Italian rat was still with us, 
waking up my crewmate as it ran across 
his bare chest at sunrise. Enough was 
enough, and we spent the next six hours 
devising every kind of trap that we could, 
including a couple of electrocution cham-
bers powered by the 220-volt inverter. It 
helps to have two crafty crew on board, 
one an electrical engineer. That evening, 
after dinner and a thorough cleanup, we 
set up no fewer than a dozen traps of 
various kinds, turned off the lights, and 
sat quietly in the cockpit. We started to 

hear some rustling. So traumatized after 
a week of its presence, we made a karmic 
vow to release the rat on land if we caught 
him alive. After a long hour of waiting, we 
heard a snap. We peeked below and found 
Mickey in one of the non-lethal traps. 
True to our word, we launched the din-
ghy and escorted him to his new island 
paradise. He was slow to run off but fi -
nally did, probably thinking of our nice 
prosciutto that he had yet to ruin.
 My fi nal crew departed from Hvar. I 
singlehanded back to Trogir. Along the 
way I met Mike and Kathy Campbell of 
the Eloy, Arizona-based Szaffi . There isn't 
much of a cruiser community in Croatia, 
so it was a great surprise to share an 
anchorage with another US-fl agged sail-
boat. We collaborated on breakfast in the 
morning, as I had 
eggs but no more 
cooking gas.
 Six weeks and 
577 miles later, I 
returned to Trogir 
and put Geja back Geja back Geja
on the hard. It's the 
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Above: 'Geja' in 'detox' mode. Left top and bot-Above: 'Geja' in 'detox' mode. Left top and bot-
tom: Day and night views of Dubrovnik, pearl of tom: Day and night views of Dubrovnik, pearl of 
the Adriatic. Above center: Some visitors swim the Adriatic. Above center: Some visitors swim 
over bearing gifts. Above right: The food market over bearing gifts. Above right: The food market 
in Vieste, Italy.

After incurring damage from an unforecast blow After incurring damage from an unforecast blow 
while anchored, 'Reality Check' is repaired, rest-while anchored, 'Reality Check' is repaired, rest-
ed and ready for another season of cruising. ed and ready for another season of cruising. 
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 After hearing stories from other 
boats of lost dinghies and outboards, 
and (unconfi rmed) reports of three 
boats washed up on the beach, we de-
cided we'd come away pretty lucky.  
It wasn't until we were back in La Paz 
a month later getting the boat ready to 
leave it for the summer that we discov-
ered the rest. When we went to lower 
the furling foresail to remove it, it stuck 
about halfway down. Hmmm. What have 
we here? Seems that the aluminum chan-
nel that guides the sail up and down had 
a serious bend in it — like it had been hit 
by some kind of large, hard, fl ying object. 
While we'd had the sail unfurled for the 
trip back to La Paz, this was the fi rst time 
we'd tried to remove it.
 Then something pretty cool happened. 
At the moment we made this discovery, 
our regular diver was diving on our boat 
for routine bottom cleaning and checking 
the zincs. He sized up the situation and 
said, "I think I can fi x that. I'll be back 
tomorrow." Really?!! Sure enough, three 
guys returned the next morning with the 
exact replacement parts needed and by 
noon we were put back together. Turns 
out they'd had the two extrusions in stock 
for eight years, fi guring that someday 
someone would need them!

— Chris and Janet 11/5/19  

Where Are They Now?
 Cruisers are people on the move. And 
their appearances in Changes In Lati-
tudes are just snapshots in time of their tudes are just snapshots in time of their tudes
travels. By the time their stories appear 
here, the folks who wrote them are often 
many miles and oceans away on other 
adventures. As 2019 winds down, we 
thought it would be fun to catch up with 
some of the people featured over the past 
year. Here are a few of their stories. 

— "When — "When — Latitude 38 heard from us Latitude 38 heard from us Latitude 38
last, we were somewhere in French Poly-
nesia, admiring tikis, swimming with 
black-tipped reef sharks, exploring water-
falls, and stuffi ng our faces with poisson 
cru," report Anna Wirth and Tim Hogan 

of the Sausalito-based Tayana 48 
Pakele Loa (Pakele Loa (Pakele Loa South Pacifi c Land-
fall, June). "We've since crossed 
the Pacifi c's 'Dangerous Middle,' 
stopping in the Cook Islands, Niue 
and Tonga, and in a week or so, 
we will make tracks for New Zea-
land. We have put a lot of miles 
beneath the keel this past year — 
just over 10,000 nautical miles by 
the time we make landfall in New 
Zealand!
   "We have yet to visit a place that 
we didn't love. It's all been special. 
There are a few notable highlights, 

however. Palmerston Island, in the Cook 
Islands, might have been one of our favor-
ite stops. Upon arrival, we were adopted 
by one of the three families on the island, 
who extended the most remarkably gra-
cious and warm welcome, explaining, 
'Yesterday we had fi ve in our family. While 
you are here, we are a family of seven.' 
Each day, they shared their food, his-
tory, traditions, laughter and home with 
us. When we refl ect on why we cruise, we 
think of Palmerston Island.
 "The weather across the South Pacifi c 
has been a mixed bag, giving us some of 
the best sailing days of our lives — and 
some of our worst. We've had to sit out a 
few heavy blows, our longest keeping us 
on a four-day anchor watch on an island 
just off Bora Bora as winds gusted in the 
high 30s to mid-40s. Sailing west from 
French Polynesia required us to elevate 
our game in terms of weather analysis, 
as the region is known for frequent fronts 
and unstable conditions. Only once were 
we truly caught off guard when a low 
pressure system shifted north into our 
path, causing severe gale-force winds and 
lightning. But we live to tell the tale, and 
that's what matters, I suppose.
 "Finally, we are happy to report that 
as a husband and wife, we still love each 
other, and we haven't pushed each oth-
er overboard — not even once! We have 
offi cially found our groove as a cruising 
couple. We are writing our story as we go, 
and it's proving to be an epic adventure. 
If the ocean will continue to have us, we'll 
keep going."  

— "Hello from — "Hello from — Jersey Girl II!" writes Jersey Girl II!" writes Jersey Girl II
Ken Knoll (To Charter Or Not To Char-
ter, May). "Donna [Cramin] and I had a 
busy year chartering in La Paz and the 
Sea of Cortez, with friends, new and old. 
Although all of our trips are special and 
memorable, one was truly unforgettable. 
We love to donate trips to charities; it's 
not helping our bottom line, but we real-
ize helping others is a better reward. One 
such trip was for the Baja Dogs charity 

of the 10,000-ft peaks of the Sierra de la 
Giganta range that hugs the east central 
coast of the Baja Peninsula.  
 After two nights in Mulegé, we headed 
our rental car back south toward Loreto, 
with plans to stop there for lunch before 

t r a v e l i n g 
the last 17 
miles back 
to the boat 
at Puerto 
E s c o n d i -
do. It was, 
as usual, 
a bright, 
warm, sun-
ny day. But 
the wind 
was notice-

ably up by the time we got to Loreto, col-
lapsing an old carport near where we were 
standing with a loud crash. Later, walk-
ing along the malecón, we noticed that the 
wind had strengthened even more, and 
was whipping up some serious whitecaps 
on the Bahía de Loreto. We estimated the 
wind at that point was 30-35 knots.  
 Facing a wet dinghy ride when we 
got back, we opted to spend the night in 
Loreto, anticipating it would calm down 
by morning, which it did. However, we 
were in for some surprises when we re-
turned to the boat. As we later learned, 
the unforecast wind in Puerto Escondi-
do had reached 68 knots(!), augmented 
by the Venturi effect of the rock forma-
tions (called "the windows") bordering 
the mooring area. And little by little we 
discovered the damage. First and most 
obvious, the dodger had unzipped itself, 
and the fl apping canvas damaged one of 
our solar panels. Also, the mooring lines 
were badly chafed from the strain, and  
the large bolts holding the starboard bow 
chock in place were bent.

Tim and Anna of 'Pakele Loa' inside Mariner's 
Cave in Vava'u, Tonga. "The entrance is under-
water, so we had to freedive through a tunnel to 
get inside," says Anna. "It was both terrifying — 
and one of the coolest things we've ever done!"
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Guests on one of 'Jersey Girl II's outings had a 
whale of a tale to tell. Inset: Ken and Donna.

Janet and Chris of 'Reality 
Check' got a real reality check 
last spring. last spring. 



of La Paz. We donated a day trip for a si-
lent auction, and the winners on board 
received much more. About an hour into 
the trip, we noticed a humpback whale, 
and, as we do, we steered Jersey Girl clos-Jersey Girl clos-Jersey Girl
er so our guests could get a better look. 
On the whale's next surfacing, we were 
horrifi ed to see it was entangled in fi sh-
ing netting. Unsure of what to do next, we 
radioed Club Cruceros, the port captain, 
and anyone else who could advise us on 
what to do. 
 "We decided to stop the boat, and 
launch our tender to see what, if any-
thing, we could do. Leaving Donna in 
charge of our 12 guests. I sped off to the 
whale, armed with kitchen knives, scis-
sors, and good intentions. 
 "As luck would have it, a panga from panga from panga
the Mexican government arrived, look-
ing for a reported dead gray whale. After 
a brief conversation, I was sent speeding 
off to Pichilingue Harbor to the university 
to pick up the IWC whale entanglement 
expert, Ricky, and equipment for the res-
cue. I thought my involvement was com-
ing to an end, but I was soon to fi nd out 
it was just the beginning: two guys in a 
14-ft Zodiac against 35 feet of very scared 
humpback. 
 "Donna, at the helm of JG2, was doing 
a great job fending off the now-appearing 
tour boats while Ricky and I maneuvered 
to attach buoys to the whale in an effort 
to slow it down. There were nets and lines 
everywhere. If one got in the prop, the 
dinghy would have been out of commis-
sion — and maybe us, too. 
 "For the next four hours, we cut away 
as much netting as we could. It was slow 
going as we could only work when the 
whale was on the surface. When it sub-
merged, we never knew where it would 
pop up, and we needed to be on it ASAP 
to have time to work. Once, we got a little 
too close to the massive tail and were lift-
ed four feet out of the water! A little later, 
out of nowhere, another humpback ap-
peared and sandwiched us between two 
giants. Amidst it all, we kept cutting.
 "When we started, the whale's head 

and two fi ns were entangled, and Ricky 
felt it would eventually have drowned. 
After hours of cutting away netting, bak-
ing in the hot sun, working as hard and 
fast as possible, we were able to get about 
90% of the netting off. Ricky attached a 
tracker to the remaining netting in the 
hope that another rescue group might be 
able to remove what we could not. When 
we were forced to leave the whale, its 
head and one fi n were free. He/she could 
eat and breathe, and the remaining net-
ting had a good chance of slipping off and 
setting it completely free. 
 I returned to Jersey Girl tired and sun-Jersey Girl tired and sun-Jersey Girl
burned, but happy. We did a good thing, 
and our guests got the show of a lifetime. 

Readers — Jersey Girl made it back to 
San Diego in time to start their fourth con-
secutive Baja Ha-Ha on November 4.

— "Ice crusted the surface of the wa-— "Ice crusted the surface of the wa-—
ter when Convergence departed South-Convergence departed South-Convergence
port, Maine, last December, bound for 
Antigua," writes Sally-Christine Rodgers 

nautical-mile passage to Panama.   
 "Convergence took the trip in stride, Convergence took the trip in stride, Convergence
but as we neared Colombia, the seas be-
gan to build to 15-foot swells, some of 
which crested and broke. In 32.5 knots 
of TWS, our SOG was 19 knots. We were 
trucking!
 "The 896-ft fuel carrier Methane Prin-
cess did not see us on the AIS, however, cess did not see us on the AIS, however, cess
and when we called on VHF to ask them 
to alter course and for a weather forecast, 
a strong Hungarian accent responded 
with, "You have 100 more miles of this 
shitty weather."
 "A day or two later, we were surprised 
by an old Huey helicopter that circled, in 
too-close-for-comfort surveillance. (I envi-
sioned paramilitary operatives with spot-
ting scopes making lace of our sails, and 
I'm not paranoid!) We radioed twice and 
fi nally were told in Spanish to change our 
course and speed due to Colombian naval 
exercises. 
 "If you ever wondered if it is a good 

IN LATITUDES

of the Wylie 60 that she, husband Randy 
Repass and son Kent-Harris have been 
sailing around the world since leaving 
Santa Cruz in 2004. (West Coast Boat 
Down East, May/June.) After a short re-
turn home to California, they came back 
to the boat in Falmouth Harbour in May. 
"Espresso martinis at Skullduggery Bar 
and the Classic Yacht Regatta party were 
our fi rst stop," says Sally-Christine. That 
was followed by an all-night talent show 
featuring jazz, calypso, belly dancing, jug-
gling, and rock-and-roll-serenaded sail-
ors gyrating the night away.
 After that it was over to Nelson's Dock-
yard in English Harbor to enjoy the pa-
rade of classic yachts, and check out the 
"Red light District," where J-boats and 
superyachts, their four- and fi ve-spread-
er masts topped with required red avia-
tion lights, were lit up like Cinderella's 
Castle at Disneyland.
 After a quick trip to Guadeloupe where 
they mingled with sailors from all over 
Europe about to embark on their return 
Atlantic rally, Sally-Christine notes, "It 
was a good place to start our own 1,110- 

idea to speak Spanish while cruising, the 
defi nitive answer is 'yes!'
 "We fi nished our passage in Guna 
Yala — formerly known as the San Blas 
Islands. These tiny islets and their in-
digenous people are being adversely im-
pacted by sea level rise erosion and are 
overloaded with plastic debris. Sailing the 
world gives one pause when considering 
the impacts of lifestyle and the resulting 
climate crisis. Sailors must speak out." 

Convergence is now in Shelter Bay Convergence is now in Shelter Bay Convergence
Marina in Panama. The Repass-Rodgers 
family plans to complete their circumnav-
igation in Santa Cruz in 2020.

— When we last left Greg Dorland and — When we last left Greg Dorland and —
Debbie Macrorie, they were heading their 
Catana 52 cat Escapade back across the Escapade back across the Escapade
pond from Europe, with one big question 
still on their minds: "Is four years in the 
Med enough?" (Four Years in the Med, 
February).
 Apparently not.
 "We crossed to the Caribbean in No-
vember 2018, constantly second-guess-
ing our decision to leave the Med," writes 
Greg. "We enjoyed the warm winter, met 
new friends, met up with old friends and 
generally enjoyed the great sailing in the 
Caribbean. At the end of April, we hauled 
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Kent-Harris, Sally-Christine and Randy of 'Con-
vergence' are almost on the homestretch of what 
will be a 16-year circumnavigation. 



CHANGES

Escapade doublehanded for more than Escapade doublehanded for more than Escapade
three days and three nights at sea, but 
we concentrated on remaining properly 
rested to stand our three-on, three-off 
watch schedule for the fi ve to six days it 
would take us to get to Bermuda. Debbie 
had provisioned the boat for the short trip 
and we had ample supplies in the pantry 
for any delays. 
 "On our only previous Caribbean-to- 
Bermuda trip, we had run into an early 
season low and had strong enough winds 
that we made the 880-nm trip in four 
days. Therefore, I engaged Chris Parker 
to do some weather routing for this cur-
rent trip. Chris had warned us as we were 
starting out that the weather approaching 
Bermuda might be unsettled.
 "Two days before our expected land-
fall, Chris confi rmed a strong Norther 
would be passing through the island on 
our approach, followed by a one-day win-
dow, followed by a potential gale. 
 "That was a little more than we wanted 
to deal with so, looking at each other, we 
decided that the only reasonable thing to 
do was to turn east and let the Norther 
power us to the Azores, from where we 

would return to the Med. 
 "We had a lovely 12-day passage to the 
Azores with some fantastic sailing, beat-
ing our fully-crewed passage four years 
earlier by three days. A proper celebration 
was had once again at the Café Sport, and 
three days later we made landfall in Por-
timão, Portugal.
 "From there we sailed to Cadiz, Spain, 
to watch Santa Cruz prodigy Morgan 
Larsen sail in the TP 52 Super Series. 
Then on through the Strait of Gibraltar 
and we were formally back in the Mediter-
ranean. We spent a lovely summer cruis-
ing the Balearic Islands, the north of Sar-
dinia and the west coast of Corsica (for 
the fi rst time). We revisited Porto Venere 
and the island of Elba before retracing 
our path through the Strait of Bonifacio, 
the Balearic Islands and down to Cartage-
na, where Escapade is currently awaiting Escapade is currently awaiting Escapade
our return in November for the crossing 
back to the Caribbean. 
 "Are we second-guessing our decision 
again? You know it! But this time we have 
no choice as we are returning to work 
and to top-up the cruising kitty before 
embarking on the next chapter, whatever 

Escapade in St. Martin for her annual Escapade in St. Martin for her annual Escapade
bottom job. After that, we planned to sail 
north, fi rst to Bermuda and then on to 
Newport in the company of Jim and Deb-
bie Gregory on the Schumacher 50 Mor-
pheus. But we got delayed in the yard 
and some of the Morpheus crew were on Morpheus crew were on Morpheus
a timeline for fl ights out of Bermuda, so 
they left two days ahead of us. 
 "Launching two days later, Debbie and 
I immediately set sail for Bermuda, still 
hoping to catch up with them on their 
layover in the island. We had never sailed 

Apparently, four years was not enough — Greg 
and Debbie (shown here in Porto Venere, Italy) 
went back for another summer in the Med.
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that may be . . ."
— "— "— Hola from SV Hola from SV Hola Alegría! We are 

wrapping up our fi rst full year of cruis-
ing and what a year it has been!" enthuse 
Mike and Katie Gabriel of their Oakland-
based Gulfstar 50 (Aventuras Con Ami-based Gulfstar 50 (Aventuras Con Ami-based Gulfstar 50 (
gos, March). We have been going full-time 
in Mexico, spending most of our time in-
side Baja in the Sea of Cortez, then a few 
months down on the mainland between 
Banderas Bay and south to Manzanillo. 
Mexico has such diverse cruising grounds 
and it's easy to fi nd a region of the coast 
that fi ts your style and expectations. 
We've learned our preference seems to 
be for the rugged and remote coastline of 
Baja and the many islands from La Paz to 
Bahía de los Ángeles in the Sea of Cortez. 
 "We recently spent the summer months 
exploring the northern Sea, visiting re-
mote anchorages, and getting up close 

and person-
al with the 
large variety 
of sea life 
found there. 
There were 

only about 10 other boats cruising Bay 
of LA this season — all of us doing what 
we can to beat the heat and keep an eye 
south for hurricanes. 
  "A summer of swimming with all the 
beautiful fi sh, manta rays and sea lions 
was certainly exciting, but the best en-
counter was with the whale sharks! We 
spent several weeks in August anchored 
in La Gringa at Bahía de los Ángeles and 
during that time we got to experience 
these giant creatures swimming right 
alongside our boat, right into the anchor-
age! Fellow cruisers would announce 
"WHALE SHARKS!!" on the VHF and ev-
eryone would scramble to get into the 
water to get a better look and swim right 
alongside, sometimes without taking the 
time to put on a swimsuit. These massive 
sea creatures were absolutely spectacular 
to see up close! Lucky us!
 "We plan to head south to La Paz for 

the holidays and look forward to cruising 
Mexico all over again in 2020!!

— When we last visited with Jim and — When we last visited with Jim and —
Claudia Holm (Across the PondClaudia Holm (Across the PondClaudia Holm ( , Dec/
Jan), they were headed from the Med to 
the Caribbean aboard their Santa Cruz-
based, 60-ft Fountaine Pajot Eleuthera 
cat, Pono. This followed a full year of sail-
ing the Med and spreading the word for 
Clean Oceans International, which Jim 
co-founded in 2008. A key element of the 

A highlight of 'Alegria's cruising this past year 
was swimming with whale sharks in Bahía de los 
Ángeles. Right: Katie, Mike and Rosco. 

'Pono' is due to splash in late November and 
start heading for Panama. 

organization's message is promoting the 
emerging PTF (plastic to fuel) technology, 
which involves the conversion of waste 
plastic  to gas or diesel. (Go to www.clen-
oceansinternational.org for more info.)
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Large, fenced, secure dry storage area

Professional boatyard in the heart of Paradise

B.P. 1111 Uturoa Raiatea 98 735 Polynésie Française
Tel: (689) 40 600-545 ~ Fax: (689) 40 600-546 ~ VHF 68
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Raiatea Carenage will make sure
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in our yard for up to 12 months out of 24.
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• Marine Travelift 25 tons
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• Storage in adjustable steel cradles
• Fenced Yard

PAINTING
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• Brush, roller, spray

MECHANICAL WORK
• Inboard, outboard, diesel, gas
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REPAIRS
• Electrical repairs
• Refrigeration installation & repair
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• Welding, steel, stainless, aluminum

SAIL LOFT
• Sail repairs, biminis, dodgers, covers

STORE
• International, Pettit, Epiglass, Devoe
• Spares
• Fill U.S. gas cylinders

DO-IT-YOURSELFERS WELCOME!

BoatUS Cooperating Marina

Your Boatyard in the Heart of Paradise
Our Services|



CHANGES

 In between presentations and charters 
in the BVI, a good bit of Jim and Claudia's 
time this past year was spent continu-
ing to help the local communities recov-
er after Hurricane Irma. At this writing, 
the boat had been hauled for the sum-
mer. "We hope to get wet by Thanksgiv-
ing, then start heading west to Panama," 
says Jim.

— Phillip Jonckheer's Beneteau Ocea-— Phillip Jonckheer's Beneteau Ocea-—
nis 45 Bow Tied left the Bay in October Bow Tied left the Bay in October Bow Tied
2018. With a bunch of friends crewing, the 
boat participated in the 25th Baja Ha-Ha. 
After a winter in Mexico and Costa Rica, 

"The fast-approaching front was a huge, 
ominous, rolling black wall unlike any-
thing we had ever seen before. Seas built 
quickly, followed by blinding downpours 
reducing visibility to almost nil, and the 
winds were 44-knots, sustained."
 The next 20 hours — yes, 20 hours — 
were challenging, to say the least, with 
big seas and breeze. To add to the fun, 
Bow Tied's Yanmar engine died due to a 
fuel line blockage, which of course hap-
pened as the sun rose and they were 
on approach to the narrow St. Simon's 
Sound entrance 10 miles offshore. 
 "We managed to tack our way up the 
river in 18-22 knots, fi nally sailing into 
our slip at Brunswick Landing Marina 
after yet another squall rolled through," 
says Jim. 

Bow Tied will remain in Georgia Bow Tied will remain in Georgia Bow Tied
through November. The plan is to head 
south, back to the Caribbean, later this 
winter, and then perhaps an Atlantic 
crossing in 2020.

Cruise Notes
 • After "6,000 miles from the glaciers 
of Alaska to the sea-turtle-riding gulls of 

we chronicled the boat's trip through the 
Panama Canal and on to its new home in 
Florida earlier this year (Panama to Flori-
da, June/July).
 "The next challenge was locating a 
safe harbor north of the Florida bor-
der where Bow Tied would be protected Bow Tied would be protected Bow Tied
during the hurricane season and re-
main insured," says Bay Area yacht 
broker and Bow Tied crew Jim Tull. Bow Tied crew Jim Tull. Bow Tied
They found an ideal one at Brunswick 
Landing Marina, a 350-slip harbor off  
the Intercoastal Waterway in southern 
Georgia. Not only was it formerly used by 
the US Navy as a hurricane hole, it was 
surrounded by land on three sides — and  
half the price of West Palm Beach, what's 
not to like?
 Considering it was a relatively straight-
forward, 300-mile/48-hour delivery up 
the Florida coast, Phil and Jim decided to 
do the trip doublehanded. They checked 
with weather routers and, other than dai-
ly late-afternoon squalls, fi ne conditions 
were forecast. 
 "Day 1's squall was 30-45 minutes 
with 28-knot gusts, and then the sun 
popped back out," reports Jim. On day 2, 

"A huge, ominous, rolling black wall unlike any-
thing we had ever seen before" is how Jim Tull 
describes this beast that hit 'Bow Tied'.
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Central America," Devon and Rich An-
derson moved back to Seattle, put their 
Jeanneau 45 Mobert up for sale and tried 
to reacclimate to life ashore. After doing 
the boat show circuit (they run Sea-Tech 
Systems, which provides cruisers with in-
ternet, communications, and navigation 
gear), on impulse they moved the family  
— which includes daughters Morgan, 7, 
and Ellie, 5 — to northern Idaho.
 Although Devon says it's beautiful up 
there, it soon became obvious that, "No 
matter where we are in the world, we'll 
always be a cruising family." So talk is 
now increasingly about replacing Mobert
with the three-cabin boat they've always 
dreamed of. "In the end, we're just cruis-
ing bums who are 'between cruises,'" 
says Devon. "We know we'll be back on 
the water full-time soon, and that some-
how makes the Northern Idaho adventure 
even more enjoyable."
 • Local charter skipper Heather Rich-
ard and her three kids headed south last 
fall aboard their 43-ft aluminum sloop 
Carodon (an old IOR war horse built in 
Indiana in 1973 for the Chicago-Mac 
Race). Heather, Ava, 16, Julius, 13 and 

Sawyer, 4, left 
mid-October, 
2018, arriv-
ing on the 
Baja coast 
for Christ-
mas. Along 
the way they 
were joined 
by various 
crew, includ-
ing Heather's 
mom, Beverly 
Roberts, and 
a young French backpacker named Er-
wan Guillot, who came aboard for just the 
crossing of the Sea and ended up staying 
for a month and a half before resuming 
his land travels. 
 The trip represented several fi rsts for 
Heather. After 20 years of skippering other 
people's boats, it was the fi rst time she'd 
cruised her own boat, and her fi rst time 
in Mexico. She reports they went "pretty 
much everywhere" on the Baja coast, up 
to the islands near La Paz, then crossed 
to the mainland and kept harbor-hopping 
as far south as La Cruz. When we asked 

what their favor-
ite stop was, it 
wasn't too sur-
prising to hear 
everyone had a 
different one. 
"Ava loved Car-
nival in Mazat-
lán best. Julius 
loved taking 
our little sailing 
dinghy all over 
the lagoon in La 
Paz, and Saw-

yer loved La Cruz because there were so 
many other kids to play with there," says 
Heather. "I loved the more remote places 
where there were no tourists except oc-
casional other cruising boats." The family 
also especially liked exploring the man-
groves around Mag Bay.
 By April, it was time to head home 
to Sausalito. Heather's colleague, Capt. 
Aaron Swerkes, and his friend Alex Houl-
ton came aboard for the bash back home. 
That was also a fi rst for Heather — and it 
was a bash in every sense of the word. 
 "We really got a 'proper shakedown' in-

IN LATITUDES

Capt. Heather with (l to r) Julius, Sawyer and Ava. After a fun 
winter in Mexico, they're ready to go again.winter in Mexico, they're ready to go again.
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cluding blowing out all of our 
headsails and having to re-
place our alternator," she says. 
"The swell never really got far-
ther apart than eight seconds 
for about 600 miles, and at 
times we were motorsailing at 
only 2.5 knots VMG. That was 
painful! But now I know what 
it entails and would leave 
much earlier in the season next time." 
 The boat now sports a new Harken 
furler, and new sails are on the way. 
Heather also switched out the "super-
wobbly" two-blade prop with a new four-
blade Max-prop that is super smooth.
 Heather is presently busy with her 
charter business and continuing her fi ve-
year pet project of building a community 
boating center at the old Cass Marina site 
in Sausalito. But there's almost certainly 
more cruising to come in the near future, 
possibly Mexico again, or even Hawaii. 
 "The kids really loved all of it," she 
says. "And they're dying to go again."
 •  Coming up in the next few months 
in Mexico are numerous opportunities for 
cruisers to have fun, meet new friends 

afl oat and ashore, and raise money for 
worthy causes. Here's a quick rundown 
of some of the events:

December 11-12 — December 11-12 — December 11-12 Banderas Bay 
Blast (and Pirates for Pupils Spinnaker 
Run on December 13) is a 'nothing se-
rious' regatta with profi ts going to local 
schools. This event is co-sponsored by 
Marina La Cruz, PV Saiilng, Vallarta YC, 
Punta de Mita Yacht and Surf Club, and 
Latitude 38. www.vallartayachtclub.org

January  4, 11, 18, 25 — Vallarta Cup 
every Saturday in January. www.vallar-
tayachtclub.org

February 3-9 — 19th Annual February 3-9 — 19th Annual February 3-9 Zi-

huatenejo Sail Fest. 
www.por losninos.
com. 
   February 15-22 — February 15-22 — February 15-22
Barra de Navidad 
Cruise-In Week and 
Festival Mexicana 
2020. Contact Pat 
McIntosh at cruising-
notes@yahoo.com.

   March 24-28 — March 24-28 — March 24-28 Banderas Bay Regatta. 
www.vallartayachtclub.org
 • Finally, we wish all of you, near 
and far, afl oat and ashore, the merriest 
of holidays and happiest of new years. 
For those spending Christmas on a boat 
somewhere, please let us know where you 
are, what you did, whom you did it with 
— and perhaps explain how Santa gets 
into the boat to leave presents if you don't 
have a funnel, smokestack, or chimney. 
 If you are changing latitudes in 2020, 
please let us know about it! If anything 
in Changes in Latitudes has inspired you 
over the years, here's your chance to re-
turn the favor: Send us your stories and 
photos and maybe you'll inspire some 
other dreamers to get out there.

Last year, more than two million pesos were 
raised for local schools at Zihua Sail Fest, and 
lots of folks had lots of fun.
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MAKE A RESERVATION AT MARINA EL CID
FIVE STARS FULL SERVICE MARINA
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MEXICO CRUISERS

STEP ONE:
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from our marina services and beaches,

you may never leave!

Puerto Los Cabos Marina is the perfect spot to visit as 
you enter the Sea of Cortez. World class dining, golf 

and other excursions are just minutes away. 

An exclusive full service marina, 
Puerto Los Cabos is the perfect 
place to expore Los Cabos from. 
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Puerto Los Cabos Marina is the perfect spot to visit as 
you enter the Sea of Cortez. World class dining, golf 

and other excursions are just minutes away. 

An exclusive full service marina, 
Puerto Los Cabos is the perfect 
place to expore Los Cabos from. 

www.puertoloscabos.com/marina

reservations@puertoloscabos.com

: 011 - 52 (624) 105 60 28

“Hey fellas, don’tcha know Spauldings’ is THE place to haul out”

SPAULDING BOATWORKS

600 GATE 5 ROAD, SAUSALITO CA 1-415-332-3721

FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD
Now a Spectra Watermakers Dealer

Schedule a Consult Today!

Quality Workmanship for Over 60 Years 

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 

5 DAYS A 
WEEK!

Upcoming Events
March 9th 

Movie Night! 
Mutiny on the Bounty (1935) 

Limited to 100 seats
Doors open at 6:00PM

Wooden Boat  
Dream Team:  
Holden Crane,  
Anton Hottner,  

& Daniel Mollet

Winter Arts Market 
Friday, December 13

4 to 9 p.m.  



DINGHIES, LIFERAFTS 
AND ROWBOATS 

8-FT FATTY KNEES DINGHY. Near Au-
burn, CA. $2,500. Classic Fatty with red 
sail, kick-up teak rudder, daggerboard 
and fl oorboards. 4 gear bags, 2 oars. 
New runs over $8,000. Lots of fun to sail. 
Contact julieann.kennedy@gmail.com or 
(415) 497-8584.

24 FEET & UNDER 

19-FT WEST WIGHT POTTER, 2005. 
Morro Bay. $Best Offer. Bluewater hull. 
Small upgrades to rigging. 12v house 
battery with solar panel. Trailer Included. 
OB not included. (805) 458-2333 or (805) 
458-7772 or Lucas.Burson@gmail.com.

23-FT J/70, 2016. Alameda. $34,000. 
Best J/70 in the Bay Area! Very lightly 
used and extremely well equipped. 
Perfect condition. New chute (unused), 
Micronet speed & depth, Quantum sails 
(race and practice), Honda 2.3 4-stroke 
OB, jib cover, full deck cover, bottom/
road cover. Anchor, safety gear, covers 
for rudder, tiller, boom, hatch - everything 
(you need these for trailering). Velocitek, 
soft hatch cover, carbon deck pads. 
Trailer excellent- lights work. Come check 
out this boat. Contact (408) 718-7251 or 
appsingear@gmail.com.

23-FT BEAR BOAT, #54, 1952. Rich-
mond. $2,300/obo. Replaced rigging, 
keel bolts, fi berglass decks, new cockpit 
fl oor. Good condition overall. Nice bright 
cockpit! Leave message. (916) 783-3150 
or stefroche916@gmail.com.

20-FT HARBOR 20, 1994. Newport 
Beach, CA. $16,000. White topsides and 
deck. Cushions, anchor, electric & manual 
bilge pumps, lifting cables, lights, several 
sets of sails and electric motor. Multiple 
race winner including W.D.Schock Memo-
rial Regatta. Contact (949) 933-4530 or 
toknkok@aol.com.

21-FT WILDERNESS, 1985. Santa Cruz. 
$6,900/obo. New traveler, deck hardware, 
running lights, interior cushions. Taber-
nacle rigging. 3 headsails, 1 main and 
spinnaker all in good condition. Trailer has 
new tires, running lights. (831) 588-9630  
or Cmp95062@yahoo.com.

SAN JUAN 24 (SJ24), 1977. Point Rich-
mond. $6,900. 1977 Clark Boats, San 
Juan 24 (SJ24, 24’) for sale by owner. 
Completely overhauled in 2011 with 
new 8hp Mercury OB, new instruments 
(compass, Garmin GMI 10 wind, depth, 
and speed), new standing rigging, running 
rigging good. New upholstery. In 2015, 
a Harken furler and new North Dacron 
mainsail and blade jib installed. Sails: 
main, 110%, 150% and spinnaker sails. 
(408) 416-6468 or axel@worldfox.com.

24-FT SOVEREIGN 24, 1997. Gashouse 
Cove, San Francisco. $10,500. Miya is a 
Bluewater Pocket Cruiser. Beautiful cabin, 
full head, sink, icebox, sleeps 3 comfort-
ably. Comes with two anchors (Bruce 
and Danforth), great stereo, uninstalled 
VHF radio, and extra gasoline tank. New 
workhorse Yamaha OB 9.9hp long shaft, 
less than 20 hrs. New high-end North-
Star AGM batteries less than 4 months 
old. Great daysailer around the Bay, or 
lake. Shoal keel 2.5ft draft. Trailerable. 
Comfortable in weather. Not a fast boat. 
Bottom paint June 2014. Sails by North 
Sails and rigging 2015. Well loved and 
maintained. I’m sad to see her go, just 
don’t have the time to sail her. Email 
miyasailboat@gmail.com.

25 TO 28 FEET

ERICSON 25+, 1979. San Francisco 
Marina. $7,900. With inboard diesel Volvo 
engine - runs great. Brand-new sails and 
cover never been used, standing head-
room. New charger and bilge pump. (415) 
602-8416 or johnyelda@sbcglobal.net.
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Latitude 38 • 15 Locust Ave, Mill Valley, CA 94941    Questions? (415) 383-8200, ext 104  •  class@latitude38.com

DEADLINE is ALWAYS the 15th at 5pm

Here’s What To Do:
Write your ad. Indicate category. Remember to put price and contact info. 

Count the words. Anything with a space before and after counts as one word. 
We will spell-check, abbreviate, edit, as necessary. You can mail your ad with 

check or money order, or...
For the best – and most exposure – of your classifi ed ad…

Submit your ad safely online with Visa, MasterCard or AmEx at:
 www.latitude38.com

Classy Classifi eds
PERSONAL ADS BUSINESS ADS

• Personal Advertising Only •
No business or promo ads except
Non-Profi t, Job Op, Business Op

$70 for 40 Words Max1-40 words .............. $40
41-80 words ............ $65
81-120 words (max) ... $90
Photo ....................... $30

• All Promotional Advertising •

One boat per broker, per issue.

Logo OK, but no photos/reversals.
Artwork subject to editor approval.
Biz ads will not appear on website.

PLACE YOUR CLASSY AD TODAY. 
It will be online within 2-3 business 
days and in print in next month’s issue. 
Deadline for print is ALWAYS the 15th 
of the month prior to publication. 

NOR-CAL COMPASS
Adjustment  •  Sales

 Authorized Compass Repair
Hal McCormack  • norcal.compass@verizon.net  •  Phone/Fax (415) 892-7177

NAVAL ARCHITECT & MARINE ENGINEER - MASTER IN SAIL
ACCREDITED MARINE SURVEYOR (SAMS accredited Oct. 2004)

SNAME-ABYC-NFPA  •  ACCEPTS ALL CREDIT CARDS

Captain.Hugenot@gmail.com • (415) 531-6172
EXPERT MARINE SURVEYOR  EXPERT MARINE SURVEYOR  EXPERT MARINE SURVEYOR Capt. ALAN HUGENOT

STARBOARD YACHT DELIVERIES
Over 50,000 sea miles  •  Pacifi c, Caribbean, Atlantic

USCG Master 100 GT STCW  •  Power & Sail
Rick Whiting  •  (415) 740-2924  •  captain_rick@sbcglobal.net

NEW ENGLAND MARINE TITLE
Coast Guard documentation • Title/lien searches • Transfers • Mortgage fi ling • Escrow services

Local closing facility for brokers or private transactions
Visit us on the web! www.nemarinetitle.com

1150 Ballena Blvd, Alameda, CA  •  (510) 521-4925
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28-FT STROMSTAD. Swedish Kings 
Cruiser, 1960. Richmond. $20,000/obo. 
Historic boat, a sloop rig sailing cruiser 
built in 1960, Sweden: sturdy construc-
tion of African mahogany over bent oak 
frames with copper rivets and bronze 
bolts. Beautiful teak deck and interior. 
Artwork painted on the lockers and gal-
ley. Dolphin carvings throughout and on 
tiller. Yanmar diesel with 40hrs. Mainsail, 4 
headsails and a spinnaker. Winch handle 
and pocket. Original china set that came 
with boat. There have been three owners 
since 1960 and each has taken meticu-
lous care. Custom-made canvas cover. 
Email greggg733@gmail.com.

25-FT PACIFIC SEACRAFT, 1978. Morro 
Bay. $15,000. Super-seaworthy, stout, 
well maintained, sought-after pocket 
cruiser. Full keel double-ender with out-
board-hung rudder. One-cylinder inboard 
Yanmar diesel, genoa tanbark main and 
jib. Contact 1stpo1nt.ps@gmail.com or 
(805) 459-4659.

27-FT CATALINA, 1982. Alameda, CA. 
$7,500. Super clean, excellent condi-
tion. New 2017: sails, Harken furler, 
Tohatsu 9.8 OB, upholstery, tiller, cockpit 
cushions. 2019: marine head, automatic 
bilge pump, all lines aft. Autopilot, VHF 
radio. See craigslist. (510) 813-7864 or 
patbrowncv@hotmail.com.

28-FT CHEOY LEE TAIPAN, 1969. At 
Oakland Yacht Club. $8,000/obo. Good 
sails, furling jib, spare jib, fi berglass hull. 
Great 2 GMF Yanmar diesel. New prop 
and running gear. New lines. Very pretty 
Bay boat. Photos on request. (510) 846-
4646 or mr.jamescarroll@gmail.com.

25-FT MERIT, 1980. Seaside, CA. $2,500/
obo. A bit of a project but fast and easy 
to sail. Needs some deck hardware oth-
erwise everything is there, just old and 
worn. Trailer rebuilt <50mi. Need to sell. 
Email 3constables@gmail.com.

26-FT CUSTOM FLUSH DECK SLOOP. 
1978. Richmond. $5,000/obo. Great 
cruiser or racer. 2000 lb. Easy to sail in 
all weather. Jake van Heeckeren design. 
Built by Hank Jotz. Bruynzeel plywood 
and epoxy. Always drysailed, garaged. 
Nearly new condition. Comfy varnished 
interior, gimballed stove top, double bunk 
under cockpit. Outfi tted with 2hp Honda, 
SS rod rigging, Barient winches, solar 
panel, VHF, depth, compass,10-ft Avon 
dinghy. Trailer. Phone, text or email Hank 
for photos. Contact (530) 623-7830 or 
hankjotz@gmail.com.

29 TO 31 FEET

31-FT CATALINA 30, 1976. Alamitos Bay, 
CA. $12,000. Good condition, strong run-
ning Atomic 4, spinnaker, 3 jibs, dodger, 
adjustable jib tracks, In-mast halyards, 
VHF, wind instruments, speed. Ready to 
race or cruise. (714) 842-3477 or (714) 
267-9564 or gdavidson@socal.rr.com.

30-FT CAPISTRANO BAY, 1983. Sau-
salito. $10,000. Racer/cruiser, Google 
search Capo 30. Schumacher design, 
Yanmar GM2-13hp, Martec prop. 12 
bags of sails, 4 spins, 2 furling. Harken III 
race/furler, KKMI Micron SC bottom done 
11/18. Rod rigging, hydraulic backstay, 
Vangmaster. Tiller pilot. Boat is from So 
Cal, 8 yrs SF Bay. Boat bottom cleaned 
monthly. Downtown Sausalito berth, 
transferable.

30-FT PEARSON 300, 1970. Marina Bay. 
$15,000. Full keel shoal draft, Mex vet, 
Yanmar, Monitor, 5 sails, solar, 500/200 
amp hrs, EPIRB, AIS, VHF, plotter, anchor, 
300’ chain, refrigeration, all LED, very nice 
wood interior. Email jkjhu76@gmail.com.

SCAMPI 30, 1972. Emery Cove Yacht 
Harbor. $10,000 REDUCED!. The Scampi 
30 is a Swedish design that won the 
World’s Half-Tonners twice in the seven-
ties. Easy to singlehand, ST winches, all 
lines led to cockpit. New standing rigging, 
Harken furler and deck paint. Yanmar 
diesel, 10 North sails - spinnakers, Martec 
prop, autopilot, dodger full instruments 
and many extras. (925) 376-1081 or (925) 
212-6080 or zedaker5@hotmail.com.

31-FT SEA EAGLE, 1979. Long Beach, 
CA. $55,000/obo. Fewer than 10 built, 
very rare. Perfect couple’s cruiser, Long 
Beach sistership circumnavigated single-
handed. Airex cored hull, bulkheads 
glassed in, not a liner boat. Teak decks 
removed and glassed over, Awlgrip over 
entire boat. Perfect cruising underbody, 
full keel with cutaway forefoot and 
skeg-hung rudder with prop protected 
inside skeg. Will trade for trawler. Call 
for info. Contact (323) 656-5176 or 
hhholmes323@gmail.com.

30-FT CAL 2-30, 1970. Pelican Yacht 
Harbor, Sausalito. $15,000. Extensive 
restoration efforts completed by current 
owner. Includes multiple hank-on head-
sails, a self-tacking jib and spinnaker. 
New bottom, topside and interior paint. 
Very dry cabin, perfect Bay sloop for a 
traditional sailor, school or club. Only 
for sale due to inheriting another vessel. 
Potentially transferable slip. See http://
bit.ly/2Hfmrh1 or JL4E84@hotmail.com.

30-FT BABA CUTTER, 1981. Sausalito. 
$49,000. Oceangoing pocket cruiser. 
Beautiful Art Nouveau teak interior, marble 
counter in head. Teak decks, self steering, 
roller furling, wheel steering. Volvo 28hp 
engine, full boat cover. (415) 868-2401 or 
(415) 328-2853.

YANKEE 30 MK I, 1971. Tiburon, CA. 
$20,000. Price reduced. You won’t fi nd 
a more beautiful Yankee 30, anywhere. 
Ideal SF Bay boat. Sparkman & Stephens. 
Refi tted, repainted. New rig, new sails. 
Must see to appreciate. See website: 
http://yankee30.net.

NEWPORT 30 MK III, 1986. Brickyard 
Cove Marina. $17,500. Hauled, cleaned, 
painted, polished, at KKMI, 2019. Tiller 
steering provides roomy cockpit, very 
responsive sailing. Cockpit cushions 
and dodger for comfort. Radar, auto-
pilot, VHF. Contact (760) 417-1882 or 
johnseals.kv@gmail.com.

30-FT GARY MULL SLOOP, 1972. 
Richmond Yacht Club. $10,500. A San 
Francisco Bay classic! Excellent condi-
tion cold-molded by Easom. Complete 
sail inventory, Yanmar, Martec prop, 
sleeps 4, race- and cruise-ready. Recent 
haul out. Contact (559) 217-9644 or 
Stephenlewis1900@gmail.com.

V E S S E L  M OV I N G
No ocean too big, no trip too small, no ship too large, no mast too tall.

Sail or power, we move them all! When you are ready give us a call.
Professional Service  •  cappytom@aol.com  •  (206) 390-1596

RIGGING ONLY ✪ SMALL AD, SMALL PRICES
Standing and running rigging, life lines, furling gear, winches, line, 

windlasses, travelers, wire and terminals, blocks, vangs, and much more.  
~ Problem solving and discount mail order since 1984 ~

www.riggingonly.com • (508) 992-0434 • sail@riggingonly.com

MARINE SURVEYOR
Sharpe Surveying & Consulting. SAMS Accredited Marine Surveyor. 

Serving the San Francisco Bay and Delta.
RSharpe@SharpeSurveying.com • (510) 337-0706

DAVE’S DIVING SERVICE
Serving Southern Marin Since 1984

Hull Cleaning • Zincs • Inspections • Props Replaced
Repairs • Recoveries • Fully Insured and Marina Recommended

(415) 331-3612 • davesdivingservice@gmail.com
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30-FT SANTANA/SCHOCK, 1978. Mon-
terey Harbor. $8,990/obo. Great coastal 
cruiser, Volvo Penta diesel engine, furling 
jib, GPS, clean, well maintained, sleeps 
4, new rigging 2017, bottom paint 2018, 
priced to sell, moving to Washington. 
Contact Currancreek@gmail.com or (530) 
949-9107.

30-FT CATALINA, 1978. Stockton. 
$13,000. Std rig self-tacking. Jib, asym-
metrical, wheel, Stockton Sailing Club 
D-11. (209) 329-4443.

CAL 2-29, 1975. Monterey Harbor. 
$7,500/obo. Great condition, in the 
water, and often sailed! This Cal 29 has 
been in our yacht club family from her 
splashdown, and we are her 3rd owners. 
2016 new electrical; pedestal steering. 
PHRF rating. Handheld GPS. Yanmar 
2GM20 inboard diesel. 50gal blue water. 
New Garmin wireless sail pack. Roller-
furling jib. Spin and pole. Reupholstered 
cushions; painted bulkheads. Extra sails, 
life jackets. Working head and black/gray 
water tanks. Regularly maintained, hauled 
out, zinc-ed etc. TRANSFERABLE slip! 
http://tinyurl.com/y57o8xk5. Contact 
(908) 256-9304 or (202) 486-3700 or 
tucker.hirsch@gmail.com.

32 TO 35 FEET

37-FT CATALINA 350, 2006. San Fran-
cisco Marina. $189,000. Catalina 350 
with prime 40-ft slip. I purchased this 
boat brand-new, roller-furling main, full 
electronics and radar, must see. The boat 
is also available without the slip. (415) 
602-8416 or johnyelda@sbcglobal.net.

33-FT J/105, 1998. Richmond YC. 
$69,500. Vuja Star. Bottom done 2019. 
3 jibs (1 new), 3 mains (1 new), 4 spin-
nakers (1 new). Equipped for offshore/
doublehand racing. EPIRB, Dan Buoy, 
masthead+ handheld AIS radios, GPS, 
Loos gauge, Fortress with 300’ of line/
rode. Vuja Star earned 16 named trophies/Vuja Star earned 16 named trophies/Vuja Star
fl ags +1 perpetual and a bunch of Beer 
Cans in 3 years. Email for details. Please 
put Vuja Star in subject line. (707) 315-Vuja Star in subject line. (707) 315-Vuja Star
9120 or racerxy@hotmail.com.

34-FT EXPRESS #7, 1987. RYC. $55,000. 
Joy Ride. Excellent condition, North 
Nordac tri-radial full-batten main, North 
3DI r/f jib. 4 spinnakers, two poles. Ray-
marine chartplotter, speed, depth, wp/ws, 
autopilot. Coppercoat. (510) 334-1251 or 
brucepowell@comcast.net.

33-FT CAL, 1972. Emery Cove Yacht Har-
bor. $10,000/obo. Modifi ed stern. Skeg 
rudder. Tiller. Volvo diesel under 400 hrs. 
Harken Mk II. Newer rigging. Surveyed 
in December. Priced to sell. Buy it with a 
slip for extra discount. (626) 410-5918 or  
ngolifeart@gmail.com.

C&C 33 MK I, 1976. Alamitos Bay, Long 
Beach, CA. $19,500. Very good condition 
racer-cruiser equipped for shorthanded 
operation. New bottom paint. Folding 
Gori prop, autopilot, chartplotter, propane 
stove and grill, refrig. windlass. Good sails 
nearly new 115% genoa. Also 135% & 
90%, spinnaker and A’sail. Lots of spare 
parts. Documented vessel. See Practi-
cal Sailor’s review of this model. Offers 
encouraged. (562) 795-9123 or (269) 986-
4831 or Rhwins1060@AOL.com.

32-FT BENETEAU, 2008. Marina Bay, 
Richmond. $69,000. One owner, new 
main, recent bottom paint. Meticulously 
maintained, Garmin handheld GPS, Yan-
mar 20hp, furling jib. Currently contracted 
with Tradewinds Sailing School. Contact 
(510) 734-2314 or (510) 334-6710 or 
jlm2nd@att.net.

36 TO 39 FEET

38-FT ALAJUELA, 2018. Long Beach. 
$99,900. Ready for solo circumnaviga-
tion. Cruiser or liveaboard. All new. Isuzu 
diesel has 60hrs. Fine teak interior. Five 
sails. Tons of extras. Health forces sale. 
Price reduced. Must see! (714) 315-3646. 

36-FT CHUNG HWA MAGELLAN. 
1977. Marina Seca, San Carlos, Mexico. 
$25,000. Shamaness. 40hp Yanmar, 
fiberglass, teak, full keel, sleeps 5, 
cruising gear, 9 sails, dinghy, windvane, 
autopilot. Frigoboat refrigerator/freezer. 
http://sailshamaness36footketch.weebly.
com. (650) 269-5827 or (669) 400-6383 or 
cal20dennis@yahoo.com.

39-FT FREYA, CANDIDE, 1978. Bris-
bane. $55,000/obo. Candide is a Hawaii 
and Mexico vet. Yanmar diesel, Pro-
Furl, Monitor windvane, IC-710 SSB, 
new Spectra watermaker, etc. Contact 
(650) 728-9528 or (650) 773-3834 or 
hogancanoes@aol.com.

36-FT CAPE DORY, 1984. Alameda. 
$49,000. Classic cutter, beautiful inside 
and out, Carl Alberg design. Sleeps 6. Gar-
min radar and chartplotter, NMEA2000, 
windlass, new bottom paint, Lewmar 
winches, bronze hardware, autopilot, 
hard dodger, refrigeration, EPIRB, 91gal 
water (3 tanks), 53gal diesel, 24gal holding 
tank, 35# CQR, 300’ chain, 22-S Danforth, 
infl atable dinghy, 4-person liferaft, deck 
wash pump, Halon fire extinguisher, 
boat cover/awning, solar battery charger. 
Ample locker space plus canvas stowage 
bags - great for cruising. Contact (707) 
766-9471 or brillig3@gmail.com.

38-FT BENETEAU IDYLLE, 1984. 
San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico. $36,000. 
South Pacifi c, Australia and New Zea-
land veteran. Perkins 4108, Autoprop, 
hard dodger, fridge, freezer, solar pan-
els, wind generator,radar, Walker Bay 
dinghy, Hookah. Many spares. Email 
PrairieOyster1@gmail.com.

37-FT CREALOCK. Monterey, CA. 
$29,000. Reduced price. Crealocks are 
well-respected and sought-after sail-
boats. This impressive world voyager 
continues to be in demand by serious 
sailors looking for a high-quality bluewater 
cruiser. The boat can easily be handled by 
a small crew. Makes a great liveaboard. 
This is a custom-fi tted cruising consul-
tant’s hull. The boat has been used for 
California coastal and SF Bay cruising 
since launched in 1994. (831) 234-4892 
or cher_d1@yahoo.com.

39-FT BOB PERRY FAIRWEATHER. 
Mariner, 1989. Mexico. $120,000. This 
one is over the top, designed and 
equipped for world cruising. Cutter rig, 
Cape Horn vane, Alpha Spectra digital au-
topilot, Garmin instruments. Awlgripped. 
integral keel, 14 coats epoxy barrier coat. 
Loaded with spare parts, extra anchor 
gear, storm sails, everything you need 
plus dive gear, paddleboards, folding 
bikes, dinghy, davits. Ready! Tall rig, great 
sailer. Check website for details, pics. 
http://tinyurl.com/y3haezhm. (206) 351-
4406 or hodges.jw@gmail.com.

36-FT CATALINA, 1988. San Francisco, 
Pier 39. $42,000. Rascal hits a sweet spot Rascal hits a sweet spot Rascal
for weekend cruisers. Owned by a fi re-
fi ghter and now two engineers. Selling it 
because we are having a family. 3-cylinder 
Universal Marine diesel engine stripped 
down in 2018. Mainsail new as of 2013. 
Radar, radio, and bilge pumps working. 
Electrical system refurbished. Comes with 
slip at Pier 39. Contact (415) 691-5844 or 
sumers.ben@gmail.com.

BILL SEMANEK: First Licensed as a Yacht Salesman in 1981
Your Southern California yacht connection representing top quality yachts, 

while providing million dollar service to clients.
(951) 704-4790 • bill@cruisingyachts.net

Ocean Edge Yacht Detailing
Restoration • Maintenance • Detailing

Specializing in Restorations • Licensed & Insured
www.oceanedgeyachtdetailing.com • (831) 236-5905

STEVE JONES MARINE SURVEYOR
www.stevesurveys.com

Consulting • Project Management
SAMS SA • Serving the Bay Area Since 1980 • SAMS SA • Serving the Bay Area Since 1980 • SAMS SA ABYC

(415) 497-9078 • steve.surveys.sf@gmail.com
BEAUTIFUL BLUE-HULLED SLOOP-RIGGED SAILBOAT

AVAILABLE FOR CHARTER OUT OF SAN PEDRO, CA
Two fresh water heads and 2 berths. Fully equipped for coastal sailing. 

$600/day. Captain/food services available.
Please Contact Peter Geuther (310) 923-1845 to Inquire
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38-FT HINTERHOLLER NIAGARA-35. 
1980. Grand Marina, Alameda, CA. 
$42,000. S/V Gambit. Equipped for off-
shore. Volvo, SailDrive, nav computer, 
lazy jacks, solar panel, watermaker, com-
posting head, refrigerator and more. For 
sale “as is”. Contact (925) 202-9092 or 
schoonerbk.gmail.com.

INGRID 38 KETCH, 1976. Berkeley. 
$30,000/obo. Good condition. Profes-
sionally fi tted throughout. Heavily built, 
hand-laid FRP bluewater ketch. Alumi-
num spars. Volvo MD3B. Propane stove. 
Diesel cabin heater. (707) 354-4698 or 
IngridRose38@yahoo.com.

SABRE 38 MK 1, 1984. Mazatlan. 
$46,000. Capriccio: 2009 Yanmar 39hp, 
Ha-Ha Vet. Sleeps 5, propane stove, solar, 
autopilot, Adler Barbour, Engel reefers, 
dinghy, OB, windlass, bimini, dodger, 4 
sails, fi n keel. Contact (858) 397-8718 or 
workshoe99@yahoo.com.

36-FT LANCER SLOOP, 1978. Pt. Rich-
mond. $32,500/obo. Classic performance 
cruiser capable of offshore or daysail-
ing. Modern galley with new washer/
dryer combo midship. Head w/stand 
up shower. New Neil Pryde headsail. 
Running rigging updated last season. 
Yanmar diesel. Contact (415) 948-3248 or 
lancer36@gmail.com.

40 TO 50 FEET

CAL 43, 1970. Ensenada, MX. $59,900. 
Trophied racer, veteran cruiser. Hull 
re-gelcoated 2014, mast rewired 2017, 
bottom paint 2017, Yanmar 3-cyl turbo 
1999,Xantrex Prosine 2.0 inverter-charger, 
Icom Pro SSB/Ham w/KISS system, VHF 
w/AIS. Isotherm freshwater cooled, cold 
plate refrig/freezer. Spectra watermaker. 
Interphase forward-looking sonar. Cape 
Horn self-steering. Articulatable solar 
panels on radar arch. New Sunbrella bi-
mini/dodger/screened cockpit enclosure. 
Tri cabin, lots of storage. Comfortable fast 
cruiser. Email svcricket@hotmail.com.

41-FT ISLANDER FREEPORT, 1978. San 
Francisco Marina. $88,000. Brand-new 
sails and cover, two new roller furling 
jib and new Wang’s, lots of new gear, 
Chrysler/Nissan 6 cylinder diesel. Great 
boat. Possible 45-ft slip available. (415) 
602-8416 or johnyelda@sbcglobal.net.

45-FT WYLIE CUSTOM CUTTER, 1997. 
Vallejo, CA. $69,500/obo. Custom-built 
Tom Wylie-designed cutter. Hand built 
by a furniture maker as his dream boat. 
It is overbuilt in all the best ways, beauti-
ful woodwork, cold molded, gorgeous 
laminated beams, there is no other boat 
like it. The builder and owner passed away 
and we are looking for a home where the 
boat can be appreciated by someone 
new. Requires some repairs/updating. 
Survey available. Contact (510) 634-0866 
or jsilverman7@gmail.com.

47-FT VAGABOND, 1985. Redwood 
City. $129,000. This proven trans-ocean 
cruising vessel is very comfortable sailing 
the choppy Bay or the swells at sea and 
can easily accommodate 8 people. Her 
Yanmar 100hp diesel has only 100 hrs. 
Her cutter-ketch rig balances the load 
between Yankee jib, staysail, main, and 
mizzen. The all-teak interior is breathtak-
ing. Current owner is no longer able to 
sail, so she awaits new adventures with 
a new owner. Contact (520) 812-7292 or 
salubria.skipper@yahoo.com.

50-FT SANTA CRUZ 50, 1987. Rich-
mond, CA. $215,000. SC50s are said to 
be the best boats to do Hawaii races. 
Deception was the last SC50 built by the 
“Fast Is Fun” Wizard Bill Lee. Deception
has raced and podiumed in numerous 
Transpacs, PacCups, Puerto Vallarta 
Races, California Offshore Weeks, and 
countless Offshore YRA races. She’s 
also raced actively in the Bay, including 
Rolex Big Boats, Long Beach Race Weeks 
and SF YRA. She’s race-ready for both 
inshore and offshore races. Excellent 
condition, a full set of racing sails, new 
bottom paint, new Yanmar diesel, new 
cabin fl oor, Ballenger spar and standing 
rigging in 2009. It’s time to pursue your 
dream and sail this iconic yacht. Email 
whelvestine@comcast.net.

C&C 44, 1987. Sausalito Yacht Harbor. 
$119,000. Quality bluewater cruiser, 
mainsail furl boom, cutter rig, new deck 
and bottom paint. Garmin navigation, 
watermaker, queen berth aft, V-berth for-
ward, two heads, shower. Yanmar diesel 
with low hrs (<1500hrs), autopilot, rod 
rigging, Monitor windvane. Contact (707) 
291-3223 or karl.wilber@sbcglobal.net.

40-FT HUTTON, 1986. Fort Bragg, CA. 
$18,000/obo. Liveaboard sailer, built in 
Honolulu, strong, fast ocean cruiser. Per-
kins engine seized, good hull. Westerbeke 
generator, Barient winches, Icom radio, 
Furuno radar, fi sh fi nder and more. (707) 
349-0953 or cgreene@mcn.org.

40-FT SABRE, 1999. Newport Beach. 
$198,000. Cruise-ready. Pristine condi-
tion. Cutter rigged. Windvane. Water-
maker. Rod rigging. Cruising sails with 
drifter and genneker. Yanmar diesel 
with low mileage. Electric main winch. 
VacuFlush head. And much more. Email 
2aquadreamers@gmail.com.

43-FT FRERS COOKSON YACHTS. 
1981. Moss Landing. $48,500. Here’s a 
chance to own an IOR classic, originally 
built for Neville Crichton, with an incred-
ible attention to detail. This boat was 
built to last and it shows. Hull and deck 
are carbon fi ber and Kevlar skins, with 
Klegecell core. The boat comes with a 
huge sail inventory, too many to list. (832) 
790-6835 or maxsalgado@gmail.com.

46-FT PAN OCEANIC, 1983. Majuro, 
Marshall Islands. $88,000. Awesome 
bluewater full keel cutter ready to go! 
1300nm range from 80hp Ford Lehman 
w/2000hrs. Beautiful teak in good shape, 
heating system, self tacking main/stay-
sail, tons of spares w/full engine kit and 
fuel system. Upgrades include: 2018: 
Mainsail/jib, Magma grill, 800w solar, 
400w wind generator, Garmin autopilot, 
Honda portable generator, Iridium GO!, 
tablet w/offline charts, battery moni-
tor, NorthStar batteries. 2017: 6-man 
offshore liferaft, 2 Garmin chartplotters, 
Garmin radar, Garmin transducer, Gar-
min VHF radio w/AIS, Radar arch, 300w 
solar, Hydrovane, refurbished mechanical 
steering, EPIRB, 2 bilge pumps, most 
running rigging, all lights LED, 12v bat-
tery for starter. 2015: Rebuilt transmis-
sion, holding tank, refrigerator. Email 
nathan.snyder82@gmail.com.

COMPLETE MARINE WOODWORK
Design / Restoration • Expert European Craftsmanship • Interior / Exterior 

Repairs / Maintenance • Marine Windows & Frame Replacement
Wood & Dry Rot Repairs • Varnish Work • Marine Painting

Reasonable Rates • (415) 377-3770 • References AvailableReasonable Rates • (415) 377-3770 • References Available

Afterguard Sailing Academy
The Affordable Way to ASA

ASA Basics to Ocean • Crew Intro to Cruising Prep 
(510) 535-1954  •  www.afterguard.net

MOBILE MARINE PUMP-OUT SERVICE
$25 per pump up to 40 gallons. 

Includes fresh water fl ush and a packet of treatment.
20% discount for regularly scheduled service.

www.mobilepumpout.com • (415) 465-0149 • tim@mobilepumpout.com

GEL COATING AND FIBERGLASS REPAIR
Boats • Yachts • Jet Skis • Water Slides 

Cars: Upholstery Work, Canvas for Convertibles
30 Years Experience • Call Allen (408) 849-3337
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41-FT ISLANDER CUTTER, 1976. La 
Cruz Marina, Mexico. $49,000. First 
launched in 1992. Extensive inventory 
including hard dodger, Yanmar diesel 
w/approx 600hrs, Robertson autopilot, 
Monitor windvane, watermaker, liferaft, 
solar/wind generator, EPIRB, new paint. 
Email Lovelyreta41@yahoo.com.

48-FT TAYANA DS, 2002. Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico. $319,000. The nicest Tayana 48 
DS on the market. Priced below recent 
survey value. Highly maintained. Many 
upgrades and cruise-loaded. Turnkey 
ready. Easily sailed by a couple. Cruise 
Mexico now and start your adventures. 
Yanmar 75hp diesel, 1645hrs. Custom 
hard dodger and full cockpit enclosure w/
window coverings. 2 cabin, 2 head, gen 
set, air/heat, watermaker, full electronics, 
AIS, autopilot, boom furling, furling fore-
sails, spinnaker, electric winches. Sails 
& rigging all inspected, dinghy, davits, 
OB. ShadeTree awning, lots of spares. 
Maintenance and meticulous records 
kept. The boat shows like new. Private 
dock in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Shown 
by appointment. Orientation of vessel 
and systems available. (360) 201-2459 
or ebessinger@candeexcavating.com.

43-FT SAGA, 1998. Seatt le, WA. 
$169,000. Designed by Bob Perry, the 
Saga 43 is a very well built yacht providing 
an extraordinary combination of speed 
and comfort at sea. Meticulously main-
tained, Viva is ready for local or extended 
cruising and loaded with equipment, in-
cluding watermaker, windgen, generator, 
windvane steering, cruising spinnaker, 
and much more. Located in Seattle with 
a pedigree of offshore experience, Viva is 
a must-see and shows as a much newer 
yacht. www.seattlecharters.com. (206) 
487-4077 or trevor@seattlecharters.com.

42-FT CATALINA, 1992. Marina Bay, 
Richmond, CA. $79,500. Very clean and 
maintained 2-cabin Pullman berth model. 
Radar, chartplotter, autopilot, VHF, Icom 
HF, dodger, bimini, TV, VCR, stereo, lazy 
jacks, custom main reefi ng system, furl-
ing jib, self-tailing winches, power main 
winch, dinghy and OB. (530) 941-6794 or  
davidrhammer45@gmail.com.

CAL 3-46, 1978. Long Beach, CA. 
$59,500. Been around the world and 
ready again! 85hp Perkins (rebuilt), 8kW 
Onan, oversized refrigerator/freezer, 
Simrad autopilot, full-batten main with 
lazy jacks and cradle, ProFurl, self-tailing 
winches, 26” Gori propeller, windlass 
with 300’ 3/8” chain and Delta anchor, 
custom stainless railings. Dodger with 
folding bimini, Furuno radar, chartplotter, 
VHF, Icom HF, 2500/130 Heart inverter, 
liferaft, 20gph watermaker (needs repair), 
new electric bilge pumps, electric heads, 
Samsung TV with surround, custom teak 
salon and cockpit tables and cabinets, 
stereo, built-in icemaker, washer/dryer, 
new oversized tankage and battery bank, 
10-ft AB RIB with 15hp and 4hp and much 
more. Motivated seller! (714) 342-2482 or  
jhaireman@aol.com.

42-FT BENETEAU 423 2-CABIN, 2004. 
La Paz, BCS, Mexico. $149,500. Cruise- 
ready 2004 Beneteau 423. Deep keel, 
aluminum davits arch with 400w solar 
panels. In the beautifull Sea of Cortez. 
For full spec/info please contact Johan: 
johanbfeld@gmail.com.

51 FEET & OVER

58-FT BRUCE FARR CUSTOM, 1986. 
Southport, North Carolina. $95,000. 
Located on the East Coast, bow pointed 
toward the Caribbean. Priced to sell. 
Terrifi c deal. Designed by Bruce Farr to 
be a fast offshore sailboat. She has cir-
cumnavigated the world, crossed many 
oceans, and is proven by thousands of 
sea miles. Baja Ha-Ha vet. Built to the 
highest standards of yacht construction 
by Dencho Marine in Long Beach. She 
was originally commissioned by a very 
knowledgeable Olympic medalist sailboat 
racer. The design called for the combina-
tion of speed and comfort that could be 
easily shorthanded by a couple. Please 
email for further details and photos. (910) 
477-2508 or Tribute@baymoon.com.

51-FT FORMOSA KETCH, 1979. Vuda 
Point, Fiji. $165,000. Owned, sailed, loved 
20 years. Completely reconditioned, up-
dated (more than once!) Dry stored starting 
Dec. 7. Sail on to NZ or Oz now or in spring. 
US fl ag. Email sailingunmundo@me.com.

CLASSIC BOATS

18-FT GAFF SLOOP, 1936. SF Boat-
works. $750. 1936 William Atkin-designed 
gaff sloop Wee One. 18’ 6’ beam, full 
medium-deep keel (lead). Carvel, fi r on 
oak, galvanized fastened. Built Sausalito. 
Some new laminated frames, 3/4 new 
transom, lots new caulking. Jim, SF. (415) 
264-8828 or jimptrn@yahoo.com.

MULTIHULLS

38-FT CROSS TRIMARAN. Custom 
design, 1990. San Rafael. $48,000. Pro-
fessionally built by Lost River Marine. All 
epoxy, composite hulls, 4 sails. A really 
solid and beautiful all-seas boat. Perkins 
M30 diesel. Must see. (707) 246-3719 or  
pfoy.arts@gmail.com.

55-FT TRIMARAN. Horstman-inspired, 
1989. Panama City, Panama. $90,000/
obo. Must sell majestic comfortable 
liveaboard, 62’ LOA X 27’ W. New-ish 
sails: Norseman System main; furled 
genoa. Dinghy/OB. 800w solar, Outback 
VFX2812. 15kW Westerbeke genera-
tor. Needs motor(?). Refrigerator, large 
freezer. Watermaker. 2 kayaks, Brownie’s 
Hookah, fishing equipment. 3 heads, 
sleeps 6+. Custom SS lifeline, large brass 
portholes in V-berth, teak table in large 
covered cockpit. Includes 20-ft Novurania 
Equator 600 w/trailer in dry dock. Contact 
(775) 350-4935 or (775) 782-7035 or 
bsseevers@msn.com.

27-FT FARRIER CORSAIR F-25C, 1998. 
Kaneohe Yacht Club. $60,000. Profes-
sionally built, all carbon fi ber with aircraft 
grade balsa core. New 6hp Yamaha OB. 
Includes trailer, new tramps, and new 
North Sails. Excellent condition. Contact 
(808) 262-9095 or (808) 375-9266 or 
pgoodman@oahutravelinc.com.

POWER & HOUSEBOATS

44-FT MARSHALL-CALIFORNIAN. 
Veneti, 1987. Sausalito. $44,500/obo. 
Quality, rugged, roomy express cruiser. 
15’ beam. Twin low-hr Caterpillar 3208s, 
375hp. (206) 285-1111.

Going Somewhere?
Call our offi ce and we'll set you up with a bundle of Latitude 38 magazines for you 

to take along. We promise you’ll be a hero for sharing them with other cruisers!

Mexico ≈  Caribbean ≈  South Pacifi c

Latitude 38 • 15 Locust Ave • Mill Valley, CA • (415) 383-8200

OFFSHORE PASSAGEMAKING INSTRUCTION IN THE PACIFIC & ATLANTIC
John & Amanda Neal are dedicated to providing hands-on,

documented instruction aboard their Hallberg-Rassy 46 Mahina Tiare III, 
drawing on their combined 688,000 miles and 84 years of experience.

www.mahina.com   •   (360) 378-6131

Remember Your Crew This Holiday Season…
Latitude 38 Logowear Makes a Great Gift

www.latitude38.com

BLACK SEA 
MARINE 
SERVICES

Boat Wash: weekly-biweekly-monthly
Upholstery cleaning. Buff & Wax. 

Call today for a Free estimate!
(628) 254-4994 • staff.blacksea@gmail.com
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34-FT CHB TRI-CABIN TRAWLER. 
1979. Emeryville. $21,000. Ford Lehman 
6-cylinder diesel with 1,700 hrs. Fiber-
glass with fi ne interior teak. 2 private 
cabins, 2 heads, main salon / galley. 
Marina has great views and park. Must 
sell. (415) 218-2343 or Fetisoff@att.net.

51-FT SYMBOL SPOILER, 1987. Alam-
eda. $150,000. Our 2- or 3BR, 2BA home 
in the Estuary is for sale. Twin 375hp Cat 
3208ATs with ~1600 hrs, refurbished 
2017 and maintained by Eric Mashbir; 
Westerbeke 7.5kW ~160 hrs. Mechani-
cally fl awless, incredibly spacious. New 
custom teak deck, aft head compartment, 
holding tanks, sanitary plumbing, toilets, 
galley appliances and counters, heaters, 
dehumidifi er. Dinghy, 5hp 2017 Lehr OB. 
For more details or to inspect, please 
email: tedkeech@gmail.com.

PARTNERSHIPS

CATALINA 30 PARTNERSHIP. By Oracle 
Park. South Beach, SF. $200/month non-
equity. Well maintained, comfortable. Nice 
view of Bay Bridge. Looking for 3 non-
equity partners or fewer for more $/month. 
Equity partner/ sale an option. (415) 
525-2732 or Timandnicolesf@gmail.com.

1/3 PARTNER IN CATALINA 27. Sau-
salito Yacht Harbor. $150 per month. Two 
1/3 non-equity partners for Catalina 27, 
most beautiful and convenient berth on 
the Bay! Ferry access, new upholstery, 
sleeps 2 comfortably. Johnson OB, fair 
sails. Can upgrade to equity ownership 
for right person. Contact (707) 260-4928 
or mcromwellvhs@gmail.com.

SEEKING PARTNER IN 33-FT HUNTER. 
South Beach Harbor, SF. $249 / month. 
Non-ownership partner to share use 
of our well maintained 33-ft Hunter 
sailboat in slip E31 at South Beach Har-
bor in SF. Contact (831) 332-4363 or 
kmiller@cutthroatrobotics.com.

38-FT DEHLER 38, 2016. Marriott 
Marquis Marina, San Diego. $80,000. 
Looking for something innovative in yacht 
design and style? Rare opportunity to 
purchase a 33% partnership interest in a 
like-new Dehler 38, winner of numerous 
BOY awards. Excellent condition, low 
hrs, sleeps 8. Well equipped, beyond the 
standard confi guration. (602) 692-5144 or 
srudgear@gmail.com.

SOUTH OF THE BORDER

PLAN YOUR MEXICAN GETAWAY NOW. 
At the gorgeous Cielo Y Mar condos. 
Located in Punta Mita, 35 minutes from 
Puerto Vallarta, available to rent from 
private owner. On the beach, 10 feet 
from the water, they offer spectacular 
views of ocean and mountains, the big-
gest infi nity pool in the area, an endless 
beach, great surf breaks, great fi shing, 
tremendous views of whales, bird life 
and the islands. While uncrowded and 
tranquil, just a fi ve-minute walk to several 
waterfront restaurants. Choose from a 
spacious, beautifully furnished one- or 
three-bedroom unit, or an amazing two-
story penthouse with lovely shade trellis 
on the top fl oor. To reserve, call Doña 
de Mallorca at (415) 269-5165 or email: 
puntamitabeachfrontcondos@gmail.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS

BARGAIN ENTRY TO BOATING. Oak-
land. The Oakland Marinas has obtained 
a number of vessels, both sail and power, 
through the lien process. We would like 
to pass these on to new owners who will 
properly register and insure the vessels, properly register and insure the vessels, 
and obtain appropriate berthage in a 
marina. Most boats will require some 
cleaning and repair, but they can also 
offer many more years of time on the 
water. The purchase price will be nominal 
and the Oakland Marinas will offer half-
price slip fees for the fi rst three months 
of moorage. Our hope is that this will be 
an economical entry point for those new 
to boating. Contact the marina offi ce for 
details. (510) 834-4591.

GEAR

CARBON MAST SECTION. Anacortes, 
WA . $10,000/obo. Carbon fi ber mast 
for boats between 34 -38’ and ap-
prox 11,000lbs displacement. 2 sets of 
swept-back spreaders, fractional jib, 
masthead spinnakers. Measurements: 
Overall length-55’, I-46.0, P-44.3, ISP 
approximately 47.5. (206) 399-7040 or 
jackanaka@gmail.com.

2015 YAMAHA MODEL T9.9HP OB. 
Near Auburn, CA. $2,500. Excellent con-
dition. 25 hrs on motor. Like-new long 
shaft high-thrust electric start. Alternator 
charges battery. 3-blade prop manual til-
ler. Saltwater sailboat use. (415) 497-8584 
or julieann.kennedy@gmail.com.

PROPERTY SALE/RENT

TIBURON 2BD/1BA CONDO FOR SALE. 
Tiburon Hill Estates. $739,000. Sale pend-
ing. 10 Andrew Drive #60. Easy drive to 
3 yacht clubs/marinas. New paint and 
carpet, upgraded dual-pane windows and 
slider. Silestone kitchen counters; plenty 
of storage. Living room and master bed-
room open to a large private deck. View 
of Mt. Tam from master bedroom. In-unit 
washer/dryer. One reserved carport space 
w/additional parking; spacious storage 
room. Large community pool. Excellent 
Reed schools. Close to Cove Shopping 
Center, bike path, hiking trails, Bay water-
front. Convenient location; quick access 
to 101, bus and shuttle to the Tiburon 
ferry. Must be owner-occupied for fi rst 
2 years. HOA $482. www.cbone.me/
node/1274125?website_style=219. Con-
tact Michelle Steinhart, Coldwell Banker. 
Cal RE #00957034. (415) 531-1384 or 
Michelle.Steinhart@cbnorcal.com.

PUNTA DE MITA. Riviera Nayarit, Mexico. 
12 1/2 acres with incredible bay, ocean 
and island views. Next to resorts and surf-
ing beaches. Development property for 
private home, condos, or boutique hotel. 
For information and photos. Serious only. 
Email wmwardz@yahoo.com.

BERTHS & SLIPS

80-FT SLIP HEART OF THE CITY. Pier 39 
D, end tie, leeward side. San Francisco. 
Big boat slip, sail, deep draft or power, 
multihull or mono, easy access, 80-ft, Pier 
39 D, the entire end tie. For rent or sale, 
keep your big boat here. Always have fun. 
6 months or much longer. Call Steve. (415) 
694-1763 or steveshidler@gmail.com.

SLIP AVAILABLE. At South Beach Har-
bor. San Francisco . $650. Slip available 
in South Beach Harbor. Must have your 
own boat, 34’ maximum length, narrow 
beam preferred. Slip is in great location, 
very close to Oracle Park, as well as 
many good restaurants. $650/month, 
utilities and parking pass included. Email 
southbeachslip@gmail.com.

SLIPS. San Francisco Marina. I have a 
40-ft, a 45-ft and a 50-ft slip available in 
San Francisco Marina. These are prime 
dream slips. Please contact me for more 
information: johnyelda@sbcglobal.net.

65-FT BERTH SUBLEASE. Open-water 
view. Downtown Sausalito. 65-ft berth in 
downtown Sausalito marina available for 
long-term sublease. Beautiful open-water 
view. Available October 2019 through 
August 2020 or possibly longer. (707) 
483-5244 or marilupellarin@hotmail.com.

EMERY COVE 36-FT UW SLIP. For 
sale. $42,000. Own a condominium boat 
slip! (See ‘Slip Ownership’ details at 
emerycove.com). Complete renovation 
underway. Dues will decrease and slip 
prices will increase in 2020! Upwind slip 
D-58. See http://emerycove.com. (415) 
310-8610 or  greg_john_son@yahoo.com.

CREW

NEED CREW FOR SAILING. Croatia, 
Greece, Israel. Yacht in Croatia is looking 
for 2 crew members to join skipper on a 
sail voyage Adriatic Islands, Greek Islands 
and fi nal destination Israel. Sailboat is a 
Jeanneau 36 Sun Odyssey 2010, very 
well equipped. Currently moored in Split,  
Croatia. Departing approximately April 
2020. Crew members can be male or fe-
male, each will have own private cabin. No 
experience required, skipper will train crew 
if needed. Commitment required of $2,000 
to reserve cabin on yacht, plus share cost 
of food, diesel and mooring fees at islands. 
Skipper is a licensed offshore sailor and 
has an emergency fi rst aid certifi cation. 
Call or email Naf Furman. (916) 835-5513 
or nfurman0111@gmail.com.

OFFSHORE INSTRUCTION. John and 
Amanda Neal provide documented 
ocean passagemaking instruction aboard 
Mahina Tiare III, their Hallberg-Rassy 
46, drawing on their combined 688,000 
miles and 84 years experience. See more 
at www.mahina.com or (360) 378-6131.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

LICENSED RIB BOAT CAPTAIN. Pier 
39, San Francisco. Licensed Captain 
wanted for 28ft RIB, Bay Voyager. The 
success of our company, rated #1 Boat 
Tour in San Francisco (Tripadvisor), relies 
upon a gold standard of customer ser-
vice, safety, enthusiasm and knowledge 
of local maritime history. Job includes 
narration/interaction with guests. 2-5 
years diverse maritime work experience. 
Previous RIB experience, other languages 
a plus. Part time/flexible. See http://
bayvoyager.com. Email résumé, short 
cover letter to charles@bayvoyager.com. 
(510) 612-1251.

INSTRUCTORS WANTED. Alameda 
& Sausalito. Join the captains at Club 
Nautique and start teaching US Sailing’s 
most comprehensive curriculum of sail 
and power courses, both offshore and 
inshore, in the nation. We have openings 
now for USCG-licensed captains who 
exhibit exceptional communication and 
boating skills, and the willingness to 
train and work in a professional environ-
ment. Full-time and part-time positions 
available. See www.clubnautique.net. 
Contact Joe Brandt. (510) 865-4700 or 
joebrandt990@gmail.com.
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LICENSED CAPTAIN WANTED. With 
towing endorsement for TowBoatUS./
Vessel Assist on the San Francisco Bay 
and Delta. Preferred if you live by SF wa-
terfront, Alameda or Bethel Island areas. 
See http://vesselassistsanfrancisco.com. 
Contact Philipdelano@gmail.com or (925) 
382-4422. 

JOIN OUR TEAM OF INSTRUCTORS! 
Redwood City Marina. Spinnaker Sailing 
in Redwood City is looking for ASA-
certified sailing instructors to teach 
out of our Redwood City Marina loca-
tion. Part-time, fl exible schedules, mid-
week and/or weekends. See more at 
www.spinnakersailing.com. Please con-
tact Rich or Bob by phone or email. (650) 
363-1390 or offi ce@spinnakersailing.com.

EXPERIENCED YACHT BROKER. / 
Salesperson needed. Alameda, CA. 
Rubicon Yachts is seeking a profes-
sional yacht broker/salesperson for its 
new Alameda, CA office. Yacht sales 
experience required, must be a self-
starter, membership in CYBA is a plus. 
See more at http://rubiconyachts.com. 
Contact owner/broker Mark Miner: 
mark@rubiconyachts.com.

SF BOATWORKS IS HIRING. San Fran-
cisco. SF Boatworks is needing yard 
employees for bottom painting, buffi ng 
and polishing, cleaning up and also 
looking for engine technicians, gel coat 
and fi berglass techs. Please email your 
résumés to: info@sfboatworks.com.

CAPTAINS! San Francisco Water Taxi is 
expanding and looking for entry level to 
semi-retired captains to run our iconic yel-
low boats along the city waterfront. Mini-
mum requirement Masters 25-ton. (408) 
621-6405 or Sfwatertaxi@yahoo.com.

CHARTER CAPTAINS. San Francisco, 
Pier 39 Marina. San Francisco Sailing 
Company is a Sailboat Charter Service 
and Sailing Tour Company. Our charter 
captains operate USCG-inspected pas-
senger and uninspected 6-passenger 
sailboats on San Francisco Bay. Full-time 
and part-time positions available. Re-
quirements for charter captains include: 
superior sailing and boat-handling abili-
ties, excellent communication skills, pro-
fessional attitude and a USCG captain’s 
license 50-Ton or greater with sailing 
endorsement. To apply, email your cover 
letter and résumé to: Sailing@SailSF.com.  
(415) 378-4887. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WYLIECAT. SF Bay Area. “Two men, half 
a century, and an unwritten handshake.” 
Boatbuilding operations for sale. Includes 
molds/tools and everything necessary to 
start production of the full line of Wyliecat 
sailboats. See www.wyliecat.com. Call 
Tom. (925) 376-7338.

HONDA OUTBOARD SALES. And Ser-
vice Center. Ventura County. Located in 
Ventura County for over 20 years, this 
business has a stellar reputation and is 
very profi table. Over $140K annual net 
income. Sale at $250K plus inventory. 
Call Steve at (805) 207-3572 or (805) 
270-3572.

SCUBA CHARTER BOAT & BUSINESS. 
Monterey, CA. $80,000. Sanctuary Dive 
Charters, Monterey, CA. 35-ft Egg Harbor, 
twin diesel Cats, 3208TA’s, diesel genset. 
No slip. Contact (408) 710-2305 or 
office@sanctuarycharters.com. See 
www.sanctuarycharters.com. 

MAKELA BOATWORKS
Family owned since 1948

Wooden Boat Building • Repair and Restoration

19280 South Harbor Drive • Fort Bragg, CA 95437

(707) 964-3963
email: howard@makelaboatworks.com • www.Makelaboatworks.com

831-646-5346    www.thesai lwarehouse.com

• Furling Systems
• Furler & Sail Packages

• Sail Covers
• MacGregor Boat Covers

• Sail And Canvas Repair
• Sail Cleaning

1,000 Sails In Stock

View Our Complete Inventory Online

RollyRolly
Tasker    Tasker    Tasker    

SailsSails

NEW SAILS USED SAILS CUSTOM SAILSNEW SAILS USED SAILS CUSTOM SAILSNEW SAILS USED SAILS CUSTOM SAILS

1-800-326-5135 | HELMUTSMARINE.COM

LARGEST VOLVO PENTA ENGINE & 
PARTS INVENTORY IN THE COUNTRY

Friendly, helpful, fully bilingual staff

TEL: 01152 612 122 1646
email: marinalapaz@prodigy.net.mx

www.marinadelapaz.comwww.marinadelapaz.com
Apdo. Postal 290, La Paz, 23000

Baja California Sur, Mexico

Located Downtown • Protective piling & sheetpile breakwater 
Hardwood docks • Plug-in Internet • Cruisers’ clubhouse
Electricity • Potable reverse osmosis water • And more!

MARINA de LA PAZ
full service marina

                            

                            

                            

                            

Advertise your USED MARINE GEAR

in our Classy Classifi eds
THIS STUFF SELLS FAST!

Deadline is the 15th at 5pm. See page 110 for details.

NEED CASH for the 
Holidays?

Get it FAST!
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Serving the entire Bay Area for more than 25 years.

(415) 661-2205

westwinddetailing@sonic.net
www.boatdetailing.com

Washing, Waxing,
Varnishing

Adjacent to South Beach Harbor and AT&T Park

"The Tartan 41 
looks great!

Job well done!"

P McCarthy
Tartan 41

'Regardless'
Fortman Marina

Pile Driving
Seawall Construction
Dredging
Vessel Abatement
Environmental Remediation

800.722.6789
sealmarine.com

CL # 835169

Discovery Bay Mare IslandOakley
robdelacruz@sealmarine.com

We have long standing 
relationships with the West 
Coast’s premier dock builders.

The Gianola Family has been designing and  
fabricating custom canvas and interiors since 
1969. Gianola Canvas Products offers you the best 
in quality, more choices, and personal service.

1301 Rand St., Ste. C
Petaluma, CA 94954
(415) 332-3339
www.gianolacanvas.com
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ANVAS   PRODUCTS

Custom Interior
& Exterior Cushions

Custom Interior
& Exterior Cushions

We have moved

Holiday Gift ideas

Visit the Latitude 38 online store.
Great Gifts for Sailors • Open 24/7!

www.latitude38.com
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JUST YOU AND THE SEA…

Punta Mita Beachfront Condos
Call now winter for reservations!

(415) 269-5165
www.puntamitabeachfrontcondos.com

…and the jacuzzi, 
the 80-ft long pool, the surf, 

the Punta Mita anchorage, and the 4-mile distant 
Tres Marietas Islands

THE SPECTRA WATERMAKER EXPERTS!
Online parts store / System refurbishment

Clark Pump Rebuild $750
spauldingmarinestore@gmail.com

415-332-3179
www.spauldingmarinestore.com

     W
HITING & WEDLOCK

• Vessel surveys
• Consulting
• Deliveries

Two Independent
Marine Surveyors

at
One Convenient

Location

www.norcalmarinesurveyors.com
(415) 505-3494

Serving the
Bay Area since 1980

AMERICAN BATTERY  •  Hayward, CA  •  (510) 259-1150

ALAMEDA
The Boatyard at Grand Marina 
Blue Pelican
Star Marine 
Svendsen's Chandlery
BETHEL ISLAND
Marine Emporium
DISCOVERY BAY
Energy Technology Systems

MARTINEZ 
Martinez Bait & Tackle
OAKLAND 
Outboard Motor Shop
RICHMOND 
Swedish Marine 
Bay Marine 
KKMI
VACAVILLE
Tim Wiest Yacht Services

MARINE BATTERIES

Available at the following local marine
chandleries and service distributors:

www.puntamitabeachfrontcondos.com
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 DESIGNDESIGN

  WELDING

     MACHINING

       METAL
FABRICATION

2835 Cañon Street

SAN DIEGO
(619) 224-5220(619) 224-5220

www.thomasmarinewelding.comwww.thomasmarinewelding.com

www.seashine.net

510-428-2522

LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US

REQUEST A QUOTE
The premier boat 

cleaning and yacht 
maintenance company 

since 1986.

Sailing Time Is Precious

(800) 866-8906
or visit

www.bluewaterins.com

For active cruising and coastal boats world-wide including
Mexico, Hawaii, South Pacifi c and the Caribbean Sea.

MARINE INSURANCE
BEST COVERAGE

Get a Quote – It's Worth It!

CALL

GREATLY reduces side-to-side rolling

Makes every anchorage comfortable

Works on any boat – power or sail

Hang from a pole, or right off the rail
3x more effective every 2x off centerline

No delay in roll-damping function
Blades close and roll-damping begins instantly

Largest platform but smallest stow size
8.4ft2 / 1 ton of resistance

Tuck-away stowable = 10x36x4

Only 1 needed for most boats
Up to about 40' / 10 tons

But 2 is better, and a pole is better.

ESSENTIAL CRUISING EQUIPMENT –
DON'T LEAVE PORT WITHOUT ONE!

www.fl opstopper.com

Extremely durable
marine-grade aluminum
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FOR SALE  BY  OWNER

Th e  1 9 3 0  Joh n  A l de n  S c h o o n e r

{Design No. 458}

   Located in San Diego, California, USA, Dauntless has been 
featured on several covers and issues of Sailing Magazine, Wooden 
Boat, Nautical Quarterly and Santana magazines.
   Dauntless has a competitive racing record including winner of the 
2018 America’s Schooner Cup, record holder for fastest course time 
in the biannual San Francisco Master Mariners Regatta, races from 
San Diego to Hawaii and along the coast of California and Mexico.
   In 2016, Dauntless had an extensive structural upgrade restora-
tion including a new stem, frames, � oors, and chain plates. Within 
the last ten years, she has been upgraded with a new 135 HP Turbo 
John Deere engine, stainless-steel � oors a�  of the engine, complete 
electrical system rewire, and new refrigerator and freezer system.

History, Specifications, Gallery  
& Contact Information

www.schoonerdauntless.com

��’ ���  •  ��’ ���  •  ���� ���� �,��� ��. ��
F��� ���������� �� ����� � ���������

Photos ~ Bob GrieserPhotos ~ Bob GrieserPhotos ~ Bob Grieser
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New & Brokerage Yachts • Power & Sail
www.richardboland.com

Open boat eVeRY 2nd weekend of the month • oVeR 30 Yachts @ ouR docks to View 

1070 marina Village pkwy., #107 alameda, ca 94501 • cell: 510-610-6213 - office: 510-521-6213

New & Brokerage Yachts • Power & Sail
www.richardboland.com

Open boat eVeRY 2nd weekend of the month • oVeR 30 Yachts @ ouR docks to View 

1070 marina Village pkwy., #107 alameda, ca 94501 • cell: 510-610-6213 - office: 510-521-6213

New & Brokerage Yachts • Power & Sail
www.richardboland.com

Open boat eVeRY 2nd weekend of the month • oVeR 30 Yachts @ ouR docks to View 

1070 marina Village pkwy., #107 alameda, ca 94501 • cell: 510-610-6213 - office: 510-521-6213

RIVIERA • BELIZE • NEW & BROKERAGE • POWER & SAIL

36’ Island Gypsy Europa, 1989 
$89,000

34' swIft trawlEr, 2011 
$285,000

38' HuntEr 376, 1997
$61,500

44' nordIc, 1980
$106,500

40' swan 391, 1984
$123,500

Richard Boland Yacht Sales
1070 Marina Village Pkwy., Suite 107

Alameda, CA 94501
Office: (510) 521-6213 Direct (510) 610-6213

Email: rbys@aol.com
www.richardbolandyachts.com

Richard Boland Yacht Sales
Westpoint Harbor - 101 Westpoint Harbor Dr.,

Redwood City, CA 94063
Office: (510) 610-6213 Direct (510) 410-5401

Email: Bh.hackel@gmail.com
www.richardbolandyachts.com

36’ IslandEr, 1976
$19,900

36’ catalIna MKII, 1995 
$49,500   

65’ wEstErly, 2003 
$645,000

43’ 2012 BEnEtEau sEnsE 
$249,500

at our docKs

sold

32' Grand BanKs trawlEr, 1981 
$79,900

at our docKs

rEducEd!

at our docKs

GrEat prIcE

37' pacIfIc sEacraft 1980
$56,000

sold

31' BEnEtEau ocEanIs, 2012 
$84,900

alaMEda

nIcE
at our docKs

PR
OU

D MEMBER OF THE CYBA M
LS

YACHTSFORSALEWEST.C
OM

2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

A LEADER IN
BROKERAGE 

SALES
ON THE

WEST COAST!

38’ X-YACHTS IMX ’94  $39,000
X Treme Scout. She is a fast boat that has been sailed 
and raced. Used for the Sea Scouts. Priced extremely 
well for this level of performance.

41’ ISLANDER FREEPORT ’76  $63,500
Windseaker. Light, bright and airy. Plus, the 6’10” head-
room makes her most accommodating for the offshore 
passages and living aboard.

34’ IRWIN CITATION 34 ’85  $23,500
Dharma. Perfect vessel for a couple or single handed 
sailor. She has been loved and well maintained but is 
ready for her new owner 

29’ HUNTER 290 ’01  $29,900
Boondoggle. Well-maintained and ready to go. She is 
spacious below and a perfect choice for a first time 
buyer or singlehander. Must see.

36’ CHEOY LEE PEDRICK 36 ’85  $25,000
2 BY C. A fast boat with a comfortable interior layout for 
cruising with friends and family. New Balmar alternator 
and Force 10 range. 

30’ TA SHING BABA 30 ’84  $47,500
Uncommonly safe and comfortable cruiser in almost 
any sea conditions. A big boat in a small body. Easily 
handled by two.

36’ CAL 36 ’66  $14,900
Clair De Lune. Well-maintained classic performance 
cruiser upgraded with a taller rig. Ideal for Southern 
California racing and cruising.

38’ PEARSON INVICTA II ’66  $75,000
Jigger. A real treat for the discerning boat owner. New 
Yanmar engine, new standing rigging, custom compan-
ionway, interior upgrades.

45’ BREWER KETCH ’78  $69,000
Zanya. This blue-water cruiser is stout, comfortable and 
well equipped. A beauty that’s been maintained at the 
highest standard.

55’ TAYANA 55 ’87  $169,500
New Horizons. A fast, beautiful boat that can be easily 
sailed by two people. One of the finest and most ad-
vanced cruising yachts available.

60’ MARINER ’78  $475,000
Ono. Explore New Zealand cruising grounds, head off-
shore or have a place to stay and a front row seat for the 
2021 America’s Cup!

43’ GULFSTAR G43 ’77  $49,500
Sea Carla. Well maintained with many upgrades. Spa-
cious aft cabin, adequate headroom, deep cockpit with 
dodger, chart plotter at helm.

NEW LISTING

NEW ZEALAND

NEWPORT BEACH
REDUCED!

REDUCED!
NEW LISTING

REDUCED!

http://www.richardbolandyachts.com
http://www.yachtfinders.biz
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Marotta yachts of Sausalito
Brokers of fine Sail and Motor yachts

415-331-6200  •  info@marottayachts.com  •  www.marottayachts.com

36' Islander, 1976 Only two owners since new and  
is in nice shape with a Perkins 4-108 diesel (not the pesky 
Pathfinder!), sails are in good shape, plus dodger, roller  

furler refrigeration and is competitively priced $29,000

See at: www.marottayachts.com See at: www.marottayachts.com

34’ Hunter, 1984 
Sweet little boat with Yanmar diesel, the optional in-mast  

mainsail, full electronics including color chartplotter  
with radar overlay, dodger, much more. $16,900!

See at: www.marottayachts.com

33' Hunter, 2005 Sweet little boat that feels much bigger:  
the cockpit feels like a 36-footer, and similarly spacious down 

below. Yanmar diesel, the optional in-mast mainsail, full  
electronics including color chartplotter with radar overlay $59,500

39' ValIant cutter-rIgged sloop 1997
 Late model Valiant is well equipped, much custom work and shows 

BRISTOL inside and out. This vessel really must be seen,  
all the functionality of a Valiant 42 for WAY less! $185,000

See at: www.marottayachts.com

41' perrY, 1983 
The Perry 41 is a serious blue water cruising boat with  
beautiful lines classic lines, none of which is surprising  

given that she was designed by the best! $54,000

See at: www.marottayachts.com

reduced

See at: www.marottayachts.com

42' HInckleY sou'Wester centerboard sloop, 1983 
Perfect example of a beautiful Hinckley design and exquisite workmanship. 

$700,000 spent on her since 2011. Potentially transferable Sausalito YH slip.  
$249,000

Hunter 38, 2007 
One owner since new and vessel shows PRISTINE  

inside and out, must see! 
$104,000 

See at: www.marottayachts.com

30’ nonsucH ultra, 1985  
Rugged, amazingly roomy cat-rigged cruiser designed by Mark Ellis. 

Only three long term owners since new. Repowered with  
a new 29 hp Yanmar diesel in 2015. $44,900

See at: www.marottayachts.com

27' nor'sea, 2000 
Late model never-cruised in excellent shape with gleaming 

brightwork and just over 200 hours on Yanmar. Well equipped with 
chartplotter/radar, windvane, full batten mainsail $54,000

See at: www.marottayachts.com

See at: www.marottayachts.com

34' catalIna, 1987
The Catalina 34 is one of the best selling 34 footers ever launched, 
feels more like a 36 footer. Potentially transferable Sausalito YH 

slip $34,500

neW lIstIng

See at: www.marottayachts.com

43' c&c, 1973/2010 
Vessel was completely redone and shows like a new boat, must see to believe. 
Potentially transferable downtown Sausalito slip right on the boardwalk. 

$139,000

See at: www.marottayachts.com

c&c 41, 1988 
Vessel Awl gripped and updated throughout, competitively 

priced. And with a potentially transferable Sausalito YH slip. 
$44,500 

reduced



Ishkeesh Marine Services
California’s Premier Full Service Brokerage 

We can help you buy or sell any boat fast!

 Isleton - Point Richmond - San Diego - We’re Growing!
www.ishkeesh.com • info@ishkeesh.com 

510-232-7200 • 916-384-6030 • 855-547-4533

2001 Catalina 36 MKII 
 New Dodger and Main Sail,
OCSC Proven Boat! $74,950

Grand Banks 42’
Classic Delta Boat, Tons of Electronics

$59,750 

WWII 85’ Air Sea Rescue Boat 
Twin 12v71, Sleeps 30, own 
a piece of history $49,500 

54’ Trojan Motor Yacht 
Low Hours, Great Potential Liveaboard, Tons of Updates 

$124,950

42’ Unifl ite DCMY 
 Twin Detroits, Heart Inverter, Garmin Radar, Onan 

Generator, AC, Dishwasher, Washer/Dryer. $77,950

Rafi ki 37 
 Great bluewater sailer, teak throughout, new engine

$39,900

38’ Ericson 
Performance Cruiser by Bruce King 

$56,900

47’ Concorde DCMY
Twin Detroit 8v71, Fiberglass hull, Surveyed 2017

$49,000

Hunter 37’ Cherubini
Fresh Bottom Job, New Awlgrip, Beauty! 

$27,950

35’ Ericson Sloop 
Newer Electronics, Teak and Holly Sole, 

Beautifully Appointed $31,500

1996 Catalina 36 MKII 
Double stateroom under cockpit, wheel steering

$49,950

55’ Herreshoff Marco Polo Ketch 
Recent Bottom Job, Transferable Liveaboard Slip, 

Amazing Classic! $54,950

39’ CHB Tri Cabin Trawler 
Dual Staterooms, Volvo Diesels, Go Anywhere Boat 

$64,950

32’ Westsail Cutter 
Excellent Condition, Ready for Offshore, Tons of Charm 

$42,000

44’ Lagier Steel Cutter 
 George Buehler Design, New Sails, 

Complete Refi t  $69,750

36’ Islander Sloop
 Bristol Condition, Race Ready, 

New Rigging and Sails $42,000

1946 Bristol Classic 44’
Famous “Island Clippers” owned by Master Shipwright 

$37,995
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