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Sticky Note
Welcome to the September 2009 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

You can now choose between downloading the entire magazine as one file, or as two smaller sections.

You can then use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

To find out what the cover shot is all about, go to page 102 and read up on the Double Damned Race, that takes place on Oregon's Columbia River Gorge.



510-865-1200
Leasing Office Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com
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• Prime deep water concrete slips in 
a variety of sizes

• Great Estuary location at the heart 
of the beautiful Alameda Island

• Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled

• FREE pump out station open 24/7
• Full Service Marine Center and 

haul out facility
• Free parking
• Free WiFi on site!
And much more…

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 

TENANTS

Bay Island Yachts............................ 6
Blue Pelican Marine.................... 176
The Boat Yard at Grand Marina.... 15
Lee Sails...................................... 174
Marine Lube................................ 174
New Era Yachts........................... 181
Pacific Crest Canvas...................... 65
Pacific Yacht Imports.................... 11
Rooster Sails................................. 79
UK-Halsey Sailmakers.................. 56

Watch Us
  Grow!

Grand Marina has the finest facilities, the cleanest 
docks, and services that are unmatched. Stop by 
our office today and see what we can do for you.



*Powered by Pineapples
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On, Vixen!

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

Vixen*

It all started when Linda Kibler decided to 
give her husband, Steve, a spinnaker for 
Christmas a few years ago. The Kiblers were 
restoring a classic 1904 Custom yawl, Vixen, 
and at the time the restoration was nearing 
completion.

Steve was certainly pleased with the thought 
of the new spinnaker for Vixen – and a new 
main and a new mizzen and a new self- 
tacking jib. So he added to Linda’s sail order 
and, after careful measurements were taken, 
the boat had a new suit of Pineapple Sails.

This year Vixen won her division in the Mas-
ter Mariners Regatta, an event sailed on San 
Francisco Bay that was started in the late 
1800’s and revived for these great old clas-
sics in the 1960’s. 

Vixen is unique, a real labor of love for Steve 
and Linda.

We feel the same about every sail we make.  
We invite you to come by the Pineapple 
Sails loft to see sails being made right here 
in Alameda and to meet the folks mak-
ing them. Whether your boat is new, over 
100 years old, or somewhere in between, 
we build all our sails – your sails – with the 
same care and expertise. 

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; 

or Svendsen’s in Alameda.
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Cover: Slammin' it in the Gorge.
(For the whole picture, turn to page 91.)

Photo: Sean Trew/www.pacificfog.net

Copyright 2009 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anecdotes, 
photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line somewhere. 
Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to a West Coast 
or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety of pertinent, 
in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white prints with 
identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be legible. 
These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, but if 
you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions to 
editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 Lo-
cust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.



www.passageyachts.blogspot.com • www.passageyachts.com

Pt. Richmond 
Office

Alameda Office
Marina Village

FOR THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE

Beneteau 49, '07
Beneteau 473 (2)
Beneteau First 45F5, '95
Hunter Legend 450, '98
Explorer 45, '79
Tartan 4400, '05
Beneteau 43, '08
Catalina 42, '97
Californian 42, '87
Cascade 41, '71
Beneteau First 40.7, '00
Island Packet 40, '98
Beneteau 393, '07
Wauquiez Hood 38*, '79
Islander Freeport 36, '78
Beneteau First 36.7, '05
Fantasia 35, '79
J/109, '03
Sea Ray 340, '06
Carver 32, '90
Tiara 29, '98

Two
Locations!

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
p: 510-236-2633 
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Suite 101 

p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

BENETEAU     ISLAND PACKET     ALERION EXPRESS     WAUQUIEZ

Why List With Us?

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FALL BOAT SHOW
September 12-20

Please join us for the big fall boating event at Jack London Square in 
Oakland. Get on our mail list to receive your FREE boat show ticket!

A Tradition of Service and Value Since 1982

Results!
Here's a list of boats we recently sold:

Beneteau 331
Catalina 36
Beneteau 473
Hallberg Rassy 35
Tartan 4100
Sabre 38
Ericson 30+
Gulfstar 50
Beneteau 11.5
Jeanneau 39DS
Cape Dory 36

Dufour 35
Beneteau 370
Beneteau 423 (2)
Beneteau 331
CS 36
Beneteau 49
Beneteau 351
Sunnfjord trawler 42
Tayana 42
Beneteau 393
Hunter 31

(More in progress!)
Seriously, if you want to sell your boat – call 

us. Join our list of satisfied sellers. Now is the 
best time to sell – before summer ends.
Need to clean up your boat or do repairs 

before selling? Our award winning Service 
Department can help with our economical 

Pre-Sale Prep Program

SELECT LISTINGS

*Owner financing available

Tartan 4400, 2005

Catalina 42

Island Packet 40

J/109, 2003

Beneteau 473

Check out our blog:
www.passageyachts.blogspot.com

See our full product listings at:
www.passageyachts.com

• Boat Knowledge
• Industry Experience

• Two Bay Area Offices 
• Customer Service

There is a process to buying a boat, and our highly knowledgeable and professional staff 
is 100% committed to finding the exact boat to fit your needs, budget and dreams.

• We listen.
• We have a great selection of used boats and some 

of the world's most respected new boat brands.
• We co-op used listings with dealers all over the world, 

and can find you a boat anywhere in the world.
• We show you a variety of boats to help you learn about boats 

and what features will be important to your sailing lifestyle.
• We handle all the details for both new and used boat transactions: 

demo, survey, haul-out, financing, outfitting – everything 
needed to get you sailing and enjoying life on the water.

BENETEAU
Broadening the Horizons of Your Dreams

ISLAND PACKET
America's Cruising Yacht Leaders

Island Packet Estero Island Packet SP Cruiser Island Packet 460

Beneteau 34 Beneteau 40 Beneteau 43
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Visit us online at www.bayislandyachts.com

(510) 814-0400
Fax (510) 814-8765

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.bayislandyachts.com

yachtsales@bayislandyachts.com

1984, $65,900

NONSUCH 30 ULTRA HUNTER 45

1988. Reduced! $69,500

1996. Cruise ready. $139,000

BENETEAU OCEANIS 44

NONSUCH 33

1989, $125,000

1982. Very clean. $24,500

PEARSON 32

NEWPORT 33

1984. New Listing. $34,900

FOUNTAINE PAJOT 43

2002 Belize, $350,000

CATALINA 34

1988, $43,900

1979, $13,000

32' COLUMBIA 9.6 CATALINA 36

2002, INQUIRE

In Grand 

Marina

SISTERSHIP SISTERSHIP

❏	eBooks are now free!
Check out www.latitude38.com and click on
eBooks to see what we're talking about. 
Our eBooks are in PDF format, 
easy to use with Adobe Reader

❏	Enclosed is $36 for one year Third Class Postage
	 (Delivery time 2-3 weeks; Postal Service will not forward third class, so you must
	 make address change with us in writing.)

❏	Enclosed is $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time

	  2-3 days; FPO/APO (military), Canada & Mexico subscriptions are first class only)

❏	Third Class Renewal   ❏ First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

❏	Gift Subscription –
	

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City	 State	 Zip

❏	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
	 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
	 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
	 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

❏	 Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County			   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
Current issue = $6.00    •    With classy ad placed = $5.00
Back Issues = $7.00 (must indicate exact issue by month or vol. #)

❏ Mastercard	 ❏ visa	 ❏ american express

Number:__________________________________Exp.:	 __________ csv: ______	

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please read form carefully
before submitting.

We regret that we cannot
accept foreign subscriptions.

Check, money order, or
credit card information

must accompany request.

Please allow 4-6 wks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

Download
the

magazine

Card to
read from:

Phone: (       )	 Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor..........Richard Spindler........... richard@latitude38.com........ext. 111 
Associate Publisher..............John Arndt.................... john@latitude38.com............ext. 108
Managing Editor...................Andy Turpin.................. andy@latitude38.com...........ext. 112 
Editor...................................LaDonna Bubak............ ladonna@latitude38.com.......ext. 109 
Racing Editor.......................Rob Grant..................... rob@latitude38.com..............ext. 105 
Contributing Editors.............John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales.................John Arndt.................... john@latitude38.com............ext. 108 
Advertising Sales.................Shawn Grassman......... shawn@latitude38.com.........ext. 107
General Manager..................Colleen Levine.............. colleen@latitude38.com........ext. 102 
Production/Web...................Christine Weaver.......... chris@latitude38.com...........ext. 103 
Production/Photos...............Annie Bates-Winship.... annie@latitude38.com...........ext. 106
Bookkeeping........................Helen Nichols............... helen@latitude38.com...........ext. 101

Directions to our office............................................................................................press 4 
Subscriptions........................................................................................................press 1,4 
Classified.............................class@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,1 
Distribution..........................distribution@latitude38.com....................................press 1,5 
Editorial................................editorial@latitude38.com..........................................press 1,6 
Calendar...............................calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email..........................general@latitude38.com

Please address all correspondence by person or department name 
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941  •  (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

www.latitude38.com
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Trident Funding

"a fresh approach from  
people you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770
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See us at the
Northern California Boat Show

Jack London Square • September 12-20
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2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

28' TWISTER, '86	 $17,500
Your ticket to freedom! Heavily-built with 
impeccable sailing characteristics for 
bay or ocean crossings.

78' Palmer johnson S&S, '74	 $395,000
Cruise in comfort and style on this world-
class custom ocean racer. Converted for 
family cruising.

41' CT Ketch, '73	 $79,000
If a traditional pilothouse vessel is what 
you are looking for, you owe it to yourself 
to inspect Lieveling.

45' TRITON PACIFICA, '74	 $89,000
The versatile cutter rig, wide decks and 
large fuel and water tankage make this 
a go-anywhere boat.

54' ROBERTS SLOOP, '85	  $149,900
Stable custom cruiser with steel structure 
for peace of mind. Her sugar scoop 
provides easy access.

54' ROBERTS KETCH, '79	 $185,000
Seller of this custom vessel would 
consider selling vessel/charter business 
operating as LLC for $300,000.

Go to
www.yachtfinders.biz

for all our 80+ listings!

70' ANDREWS CUSTOM, '95	   $499,000
This custom racer (currently Runaway) 
was designed by Alan Andrews, built by 
Dencho Marine.

38' CROSS AFT-CABIN TRI, '76	 $59,000
At 12,000 lbs, not a featherweight, but 
this cruising trimaran is dry, stable, safe, 
comfortable, and deceptively fast.

50' CHEOY LEE OFFSHORE, '70	 $199,000
This wonderful Alden design is an 
absolute joy to sail. She is easily handled 
by some sailors singlehanded.

58' NORTHWIND S&S DS, '04	 $795,000
She features a raised deckhouse design 
with large windows, creating a light and 
inviting interior.

37' PROUT SNOWGOOSE ELITE, '87 $124,500
The fit and finish of this Owner's Version 
are of the finest quality and the interiors 
rival any on earth!

50' CUSTOM SANTA CRUZ, '86	 $139,000
Whether your interest is racing or fast 
cruising, this yacht deserves a look. 
Numerous updates.

STARBUCK

canvas works

67 Liberty Ship Way 
Sausalito, CA 94965

415•332•2509

Before:
The Box After:

Beyond 
the Box

THINK

Just say no to boxy 
dodgers!

2900 Main Street #67, Alameda, CA 94501

wrightwaydesigns@hotmail.com
Check out our new web site:

www.wrightwaydesigns.com

Deborah Wright
510.908.3939

Recreate • Renovate
Rejuvenate

Don’t Hesitate!

Make your dreams
come true…

Call now for an appt.

BAJA HA-HA SPECIAL
20% OFF

Designer Fabrics
Offer good thru 9/09
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Preowned Catalina Yachts
Catalina 470 2006 $399,900
Catalina 440 2005 $331,900
Catalina 42 2001 $185,000
Catalina 42 2001 $185,000
Catalina 42 2005 $249,000
Catalina 42 2001 $169,000
Catalina 42 1992 $119,000
Catalina 400 2001 $179,000
Catalina 380 1998 $127,000
Catalina 380 2000 $129,000
Catalina 380 1999 $127,000
Catalina 36 1989 $52,900
Catalina 36 1987 $59,000
Catalina 36 1990 $65,900
Catalina 36 2002 $199,500
Catalina 350 2004 $139,800
Catalina 320 2001 $86,000
Catalina 320 2002 $95,000
Catalina 310 2007 $115,000
Catalina 280 2004 $65,500

Preowned Sailing Yachts
Hunter 466 2000 $219,500
Cavalier 45 1985 $255,000
Morgan 45CC 1992 $159,000
Hunter 450 2000 $189,000
Jeanneau 43DS 2002 $235,000
Hunter Passage CC 42 1996 $144,900
Bavaria 42 2006 $189,900
Jeanneau 42DS 2005 $249,000
Fountaine Pajot 42 1995 $269,000
Hunter 41 2004 $150,000
Hunter 41 2004 $179,000
Morgan 38 1979 $57,500
Freedom Ketch 44 1981 $97,000
C&C 37+ 1990 $99,000
Hunter 36 2004 $125,000
Jeanneau 36 2008 $149,000
Wylie 36 1978 $57,500

RaÞki 35 1978 $47,000
Hunter 35.5 1993 $59,000
Hunter 34 1998 $79,000
Nantucket 33 1984 $49,950
Irwin 34 1985 $29,000
Seawind Cat 33 1997 $139,000
Cheoy Lee 32 1977 $36,500
Hunter 306 2004 $59,500
Ericson 29 1978 $24,000

Preowned Power Yachts
Trojan II Meter Exp 37 1988 $49,900
Regal 2860 2004 $57,000

New Ranger Tugs in Stock
Ranger 29 Tug 2010 $214,937*
Ranger 25 Tug 2009 $137,937*
Ranger 21-EC Tug 2009 $49,937*
Ranger 21-EC Tug 2010 Coming

*Base price.

1070 Marina Village Pkwy.
Alameda CA 94501

510 ¥ 523 ¥ 6730

2180 West Coast Hwy
Newport Beach CA 92663

949 ¥ 610 ¥ 7190

2353 Shelter Island Drive
San Diego CA 92106

619 ¥ 523 ¥ 6730
www.faralloneyachts.com

320 34 350 375 400 42 440 470 475

Come see us at th
e 

Long Beach Yacht Boat Show Sept 10-13 

The Northern California Boat Show Sept 12-20 Jack London Square 

Come see the complete Ranger Tug 
line at the Lido Yacht Expo 
Sept 24-27 Newport Beach

New Location!

Ranger 29

C- 470
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www.yachtworld.com/mazmarine

Mike Rickman & Shelly R. Ward
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (877) 245-9689

Phone & FAX: 011 52 (612) 123-1948
E-mail: LaPazYachts@aol.com

Ray Watson & Jeannette Sarrasin
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (888) 716-7430
Phone & FAX: 011 52 (669) 913-3165
E-mail: Mazmarine@aol.com

MANY MORE LISTINGS ON OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.MAZMARINE.COM

54’ POLAR YACHTS CUTTER, 2001…$699,000 51’ ALDEN KAUFMANN & LADD SKYE, 1980…$169,000

40’ PIVER VICTRESS TRIMARAN, 1965…$35,000 39’ FORTUNA ISLAND SPIRIT CATAMARAN, 2005…$369,000 39’ ROBERTS CUTTER, 1997…$98,000

38’ ROBERTS OFFSHORE KETCH, 1982…$55,000 36’ UNION CUTTER, 1983…$89,900 32’ MORGAN CUSTOM SLOOP, 1979…$37,500

45’ CATALINA/MORGAN CC M45-27, 1993…$159,900

40 Pt. San Pedro Rd., San Rafael, CA

(415) 454-7595     (415) 257-BOAT

• $6.50 per foot – Best Rates this side of the Bay	
• 25' -  65' Berths Available – North Bay/Marin Co.
• Surge and Wind Protected – Out of the Fog
• Convenient Location – Warm and Sunny
• Family owned since 1948 – Friendly Staff

www.newfoundmetals.com
Toll Free: 888.437.5512

nfm@newfoundmetals.com • 360.385.3315

Port Townsend, WA
since 1975

See catalog on the website:

Featuring:

Port Lights in 316 Stainless Steel,
Bronze and Copolymers

starting at $109.95

New full line of inflatables
starting at $596 + free shipping

Deck Wash
Cleats  •  Handrails

and Other
Marine Hardware

See us at:

Newport Int'l Boat Show 
September 17-20

Annapolis Boat Show
October 8-12



Pacific Yacht Imports We’re at Grand Marina
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1969 COLUMBIA 43 SLOOP
An oldie but a goodie. Sunflower is
set for cruising with chartplotter,

radar, solar panels, davits and
Givens 6-man liferaft. $47,500

Dave Wolfe  •  Neil Weinberg

1982 TAYANA 42 CC
Well cared for and well equipped

bluewater cruiser. Great layout with 
loads of storage and a separate stall 

shower in aft head. $129,500

Tel (510) 865-2541    Fax (510) 865-2369
tayana@mindspring.comwww.pacificyachtimports.net

2051 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501

Exclusive West Coast Dealer for Tayana Yachts

TAYANA 54 DECK SALON AT OUR DOCKS

1988 FRASER 51 CUTTER
 Wingstar is a Canadian-built center 

cockpit cutter. Great shape and 
ready to go again. 

$229,000

1997 TARTAN 4600
Must see! Custom Kevlar reinforced 
hull. Beautifully maintained with a

huge inventory of equipment and sails. 
$390,000

1978 TARTAN 30
Clean, well taken care of example 

of this timeless S&S design.
$15,500

2007 TAYANA 46 PILOTHOUSE
Cruise in comfort in any climate with inside 
steering. With only 12 hours on Yanmar 
100 hp dsl, she's virtually new. Over 1,000-
mile range under power. $369,000

1973 C&C 48 SLOOP
Great ex-racer refit at the factory with 
a new interior, wiring, rod rigging and 

Perkins MT 80.
$175,000

2005 TAYANA 48 CC
Just back from Mexico in great shape 

with everything you need for this
year's Baja Ha-Ha.

$469,000

1973 BREWER 43 CC KETCH
Custom center cockpit teak ketch prop-
erly maintained by a meticulous owner.

$69,000

AT OUR DOCKS

S E L E C T    B R O K E R A G E

2007 TAYANA 48 DECK SALON
Calmate has a beautiful LPU navy hull 
and is loaded with gear. Radar arch, davits, 
Leisurefurl boom, electric winches, full 
canvas and up to date electronics. $525,000

REDUCED

REDUCED

AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS

REDUCED

1984 TAYANA 42 AFT COCKPIT
In great shape and ready to go! Recent 
upgrades include new Doyle sails, bow 
thruster, rigging, Awlgrip LPU, AGM 

batteries and inverter. $145,000

1985 HANS CHRISTIAN 38
Proven bluewater cruiser in great shape 

and ready for her next adventure.
$109,000
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San Francisco Boat Works
835 Terry A. François St., San Francisco, CA 94158

(415) 626-3275     Fax (415) 626-9172

Be our guest for lunch at the historic Ramp Restaurant*
*Some restrictions apply

DON'T

LABOR 
ONE MORE

DAY
ON TIME-CONSUMING

BOAT PROJECTS!
We'll save you time 

and money with 
summer discounts 

and specials!*

www.sfboatworks.com
CALL US - SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

REQUEST A HAUL-OUT ONLINE! 
ORDER PARTS ONLINE!

www.aquamarineinc.net

Hydraulic
Motor

HYDRAULIC

12 VOLT DC
316 S/S remote panel

UPGRADE MOUNT

110 VOLT / BELT DRIVE

MODULAR KIT

Watermakers Since 1987

(510) 234-4400

1230 Brickyard Cove Road, #106
Pt. Richmond, CA 94801

In Brickyard Cove Marina

"Bringing the boat to you was the best 
investment we've made in a long time."

All sewing in Tenara thread

Make your boat

DRY, 
COMFORTABLE 

& ROOMY 
with a dodger from Cover Craft



PLEASE VISIT our Fuel Dock at Gashouse Cove marina • Open 7 days a week • 9am to 5pm

San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969 ~ celebrating our 40th year!

10 MARINA BL. • SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94123 • Toll Free: 877-444-5091 • 415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725 • email sales@citysf.com • website http://yachtworld.com/cityyachts

YACHTSA N D    
T H ECITY
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32' Capitol Yachts Gulf, '85
$42,500

Catalina 34, '94   $70,000

Hylas 42, '89   $165,000

26' Tollycraft, '79   $16,500 

Carver 30, '93   $59,900

35' Niagara, '80   $58,50043' Gran Mariner, '77, $85,000

35' Maxum, '02   $190,000

46' Moody, '00   $399,000

36' Islander, '75   $38,500

28' Bayliner 2855, '00   $44,500

BERTH
40' SF Berth

47' Chris Craft Commander, '74 
$199,000

Cabo Rico 38, '81   $80,000 32' Grand Banks, '80   $89,900

42' Fountaine Pajot Venezia, 
'95, $230,000 

BERTH

BERTH
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BRISBANE 
MARINA✠

Brisbane Marina would like to welcome 
Golden Gate Charter, LLC, 
to our line of services.
Call Grant Gilliam for luxury 
yacht charter information. 
(650) 773-3311
grant@ggcharter.com 
www.ggcharter.com

From Hwy 101, take the Sierra Point Pkwy 
exit and follow the signs to the marina.

400 Sierra Point Parkway
Brisbane, CA 94005
(650) 583-6975

www.ci.brisbane.ca.us
harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us

Lien Sale Sun., Sept. 20, 1 p.m. Lien Sale viewing at noon, auction at 1:00 p.m.
	 Boats for sale:
		  29' Islander, 1969 sailboat
		  32' Clipper, 1972 sailboat

1296 State St.
P.O. Box 246, Alviso, CA  95002-0246

(408) 263-7633 • (800) 700-7633
Open Tuesday thru Saturday

We've been THE Bay Area authority for 
inflatables and outboards for more than 35 years.

Call us today for quotes.

INFLATABLES INFLATABLES

G e t  A M E R I C A ' s  F i n e s t 
B o at i n g  E d u ca t i o n

www.usps.org/localusps/d25/squadrons

Location	 Phone #	
Antioch	 (925) 377-2628
Marin	 (415) 924-2712
Martinez	 (925) 377-2628
Monterey Bay	 (831) 624-3333
Sacramento	 (916) 782-1240
San Leandro	 (650) 592-3604

Location	 Phone #	
San Mateo	 (650) 592-3604
Santa Clara	 (408) 225-6097
Santa Rosa	 (707) 793-0538
Stockton	 (209) 951-3862
Vallejo	 (707) 552-6287
Walnut Creek	 (925) 377-2628



(510) 521-6100  •  Fax (510) 521-3684
Located at Grand Marina  •  2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

www.boatyardgm.com

The Boat Yard at Grand Marina
"Where Service Has Meaning"

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   Compare us with the competition   ~

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

Dealers for:

FEATURING
TRINIDAD

ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY

RATED "SUPERIOR" by
Practical Sailor

• Prop and Shaft Work

• Mast & Rigging Repair

• Fiberglass & Blister Repair

• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel 
Engine Service

• LPU Hull & Topside

• Electrical Repair & 
Installation

60-ton travelift

The only yard to brush on your bottom paint!
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❖                                                      ❖

For directions and rates go to:
www.fortman.com 

Sheltered Alameda Location
Competitive Rates

1535 Buena Vista Ave., Alameda, California

(510) 522-9080

ALAMEDA'S
FINEST SLIPS

AVAILABLE AT *

*Join our wait list. Prime slips do 
become available. Register on our 

free wait list to save your spot now!

WELCOME!
Fortman Marina welcomes 

David Lee and 
Cruising World Pacific 

to our onsite brokerage office. 

(510) 764-1734
www.fabulousyachts.com

We are the exclusive distributor of 
Beta Marine diesel engines and generators in California.

39 Libertyship Way, Sausalito, CA 94965 
www.enginerite.com  •  www.betamarinewest.com

(415) 332-3507

BETA  MARINE  WEST

H
Sausalito

• Morro Bay

• Ventura

• Los Angeles (3)

• Newport Beach

• San Diego

• S
anta Barbara

HIRSCHFELD YACHT LLC 
Offering the best value in the Bay Area for:

Marine Repair, Service, and Repowers
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Non-Race

	 Sept. 2-30 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m., $13.50. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic 
speaker every Wednesday. All YCs' members welcome. More 
info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.
	 Sept. 3, 5, 19, 26 — Sail aboard SF Maritime National 
Historic Park's scow schooner Alma. Learn the Bay's history on 
this 3-hour voyage, leaving Hyde St. Pier at 1 p.m. $35 adult, 
$20 kids 6 & up. Info, www.nps.gov/safr.
	 Sept. 4 — Howl at the full moon on a Friday night.
	 Sept. 6-27 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.
	 Sept. 7 — The unofficial end of summer — Labor Day.
	 Sept. 8-Nov. 5 — Boating/Sailing Skills & Seamanship by 
USCGA Flotilla 17 on Yerba Buena. Tues. & Thurs., 7:30-9:30 
p.m. $75. Info, FSO-PE@flotilla17.org or (415) 285-1100.
	 Sept. 9 — Latitude 38's Mexico-Only Crew List Party & Baja 
Ha-Ha Reunion at Encinal YC, 6-9 p.m. $7 (free for registered 
2009 Ha-Ha skippers and first mates). Info, (415) 383-8200 
or www.latitude38.com/crewlist/Crew.html.
	 Sept. 10 — Single sailors of all skill levels are invited to the 
Single Sailors Association monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC, 
6:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 233-1064.
	 Sept. 11-13 — 33rd Wooden Boat Festival in Port 
Townsend, WA. "The Woodstock for wooden boat lovers." Info, 
www.woodenboat.org.
	 Sept. 11-13 — 3rd Annual All Islander Rendezvous. EYC 
& OYC, www.islander36.org/allislander09details.html.
	 Sept. 12 — All About Cruising Mexico seminar by Dick 
Markie, Harbormaster of Paradise Village in Nuevo Vallarta, 
at the Sausalito West Marine, 1 p.m. Info, (415) 332-0202.
	 Sept. 12 — Free snap/grommet workshop at Sausalito's The 
Canvas Works, 10 a.m. Call (415) 331-6527 for directions.
	 Sept. 12-20 — Northern California Fall Boat Show at Jack 
London Square in Oakland. Info, www.ncma.com.
	 Sept. 15-Oct. 6 — America's Boating Class by Marin Power 
& Sail Squadron in Novato on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7-9 
p.m. Textbook, $40. Info, (415) 924-2712.
	 Sept. 16-20 — Lake Union Boats Afloat Show in Seattle. 
Info, www.boatsafloatshow.com.
	 Sept. 19 — California Coastal Cleanup Day, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Show up at the nearest drop-in site to do your part to keep 
our beaches clean. Info, www.coastalcleanup.org.
	 Sept. 22 — Autumnal equinox, aka: the first day of fall.
	 Sept. 26 — Free BBQ, raffle & fundraiser for a boy born 
with Mosaic Trisomy at San Jose West Marine, 12-2 p.m.
	 Sept. 26 — SF Maritime Park's Sea Music Concert Series 
aboard Balclutha at Hyde St. Pier, 8-10 p.m. First up: Hank 
Cramer. $14 each or $36 for the entire series of three concerts. 
Info, (415) 561-6662 ext. 33.
	 Sept. 26 — 13th Annual PICYA Wheelchair Regatta, a 
powerboat cruise for disabled U.S. vetereans followed by a 
picnic at Encinal YC. Info, www.picya.org.
	 Sept. 27 — Cal Sailing Club's free introductory sail at 
Berkeley Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.
	 Sept. 28, 1957 — Fourteen days out of Seattle, the C.A. 
Thayer, the lumber schooner now docked at Hyde St. Pier, 
sailed under the Gate on her final voyage.
	 September, 1979 — It Was Thirty Years Ago, from the 
Sightings piece "Lightin' Up the South Pacific":
	 As we mentioned in our TransPac story, the United States 
now wants to store nuclear waste on Palmyra Island, which 
lies 1,000 miles southwest of Hawaii. The Carter administra-
tion thinks the uninhabitated 500-acre atoll would make a 
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Recent wins reveal 
	 	    SCORCHING SPEED!

2009 Vallejo Race: 
Fastest elapsed time, FIRST in class

2009 Border Run, Newport to San Diego:  
First to finish monohull by one hour!

In the Santa Cruz tradition – a downwind flyer.
Call for a test sail… and hold on tight!

Newport Beach
(949) 675-8035

San Diego
(619) 224-6200

jeff@jk3yachts.com

Alameda
(510) 523-8600

info@sailcal.com

Dealers for Santa Cruz Yachts in California

www.jk3yachts.com • www.sailcal.com
www.santacruzyachts.com

FAST IS FUN!

Special Deals on Inventory Boats! 
Call for details.
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77' Andrews, '03**..........................................Reduced! $899,000
56' Andrews, '94, Charisma...........................Reduced! $324,900
52' Santa Cruz, '00, Isis................................................. $520,000
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade...................................... $595,000
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03**................................................. $700,000
48' Kristen Steel Offshore, '01, Trinity**.........Reduced! $529,000
44' J/44, '90, Phoenix.................................................... $219,000
41' J/124, '07, Fortuna...................................Reduced! $298,000
41' Passport, '90, 360**.................................Reduced! $239,000
41' Bianca 414, '80, Avion.................................................. SOLD
41' J/122, '07, TKO............................. Coming Soon! Call for info
40' Advance, '85, Caribou**........................................... $159,500
40' J/120, '01, OuiB5.....................................Reduced! $199,000
40' J/40, '86, China Cloud.............................................. $159,000
40' Tripp, '92, Snake Oil**................................................ $85,900
40' Olson, '83, Elka...................................... New Listing $79,000
39' Carroll Marine CM 1200, '95**................................... $82,500
39' Schumacher Custom, '96, Recidivist....................... $149,000
38' Sydney, '00, Howl......................................Pending $169,000
38' X-Yachts 382, '99, X-TC............................Pending $179,000

37' J/37, '88, Hull #30**................................................. $105,000
36' Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 36.2, '97**........................... $89,900
36' J/109, '04, Crazy Diamond.......................Reduced! $185,000
36' J/36, '83**................................................................... $57,900
35' J/105, '04, Hull #617, formerly Chili Pepper**.......... $127,500
35' J/105, '02, Breezy.................................................... $117,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle............................. $109,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #298, Chilaxn.................................. $114,000
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good**........................................... $83,000
35' J/105, '99, Hull #255, Roadster**.................................. SOLD
35' J/35c, '91, Belle**..................................................... $120,000
35' J/35, '87, Storm Front**.............................................. $55,000

35' Ericson 35 MkIII, '84, Symmetry................................ $49,000
34' J/34, '85, The Zoo**................................................... $29,900
34' MJM 34z, '08**......................................................... $499,000
34' MJM 34z, '05**.........................................Reduced! $384,000
34' Classic Hans Pederson Power Yacht, '63**............... $59,000
33' J/100, '06**............................................................... $125,000
33' J/100, Hull #5, '05, Reddie Freddie..........Reduced! $118,000
32' J/32, Independence, '00....................... New Listing $125,000
30' J/30, '84**................................................................... $34,000
29' J/29, '85, Masthead**................................................. $28,000
29' MJM 29z, '07**......................................................... $298,000
29' Back Cove, '05, Diamond Lil....................Reduced! $159,000
29' Cobalt 292, '01**........................................Reduced! $69,000
28' Alerion Express, '06**.............................................. $110,000
27' Nor'Sea, aft cabin, '91**................................................ SOLD
27' Antrim 27, '98, Luna................................................... $38,000
26' J/80, '01, Lay Down Sally.............................Pending $32,000
26' Maple Bay, '92**......................................................... $65,000
22' Aquapro Raider 665, '04............................Reduced! $34,900

** Indicates Seattle Boats

J/105, 2002, Breezy
Very clean, beautiful boat. 

Asking $117,000

Olson 40
1983
Elka

Asking

$79,000

Santa Cruz 52, 
2000 
Isis

The ultimate cruising 
boat with shallow 

draft.

Asking $520,000

J/120, 2001, OuiB5 
One of North America's most successful Big Boat 
One Designs, the J/120 is the most versatile 40-
footer afloat. At our sales dock. Asking $199,000

J/124, 2007, Fortuna 
For the joy of sailing, experience the J/124. 

Asking $298,000

Custom Schumacher 39, 1996, Recidivist
Own a legend! 

Asking $149,000

J/109, 2004, Crazy Diamond
Deal of the decade.

Asking $185,000

J/105, 2000, Bald Eagle
Well equipped and ready to race.

Asking $109,000

www.sailcal.com • email: info@sailcal.com

Dealers for these fine yachts:

REDUCED

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140 
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

Your PERFORMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

Back Cove 29, 
2005,

Diamond Lil

She's a beauty with 
her new blue hull.

Asking $159,000

REDUCED
REDUCED

REDUCED

J/105, 2000, Chilaxn
Asking

$114,000

REDUCED
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dandy dump for up to 30,000 tons of radioactive waste. For 
30 years, at least. After that time, it's believed that the con-
crete-covered cannisters might lose their integrity and have 
to be moved to a new site — perhaps Washington, DC. 
	 Naturally, the people of the Pacific Basin aren't thrilled 
about the idea, nor are Palmyra's owners, the Fullard-Leo 
family of Honolulu. They don't want to sell it to the govern-
ment, even for $20 million; so the goverment may start the 
condemnation proceedings.
	 It will be interesting to hear what sailmaker Peter Sutter 
thinks about the idea. He's been cruising on his Tom Wylie-
designed and C&B Marine-built 36-ft boat — and much of 
the time he's been at Palmyra.
	 Oct. 3 — 2nd Annual SailFest at Sausalito's Modern Sail-
ing School, 1-5 p.m. Free sailboat rides, live music, food and 
a boat show. Info, (415) 331-8250.
	 Oct. 8-13 — Hey, sailor, it's Fleet Week, featuring the Blue 
Angels. Details can be found at www.fleetweek.us.
	 Oct. 10 — Martinez Marina Marine Swap Meet from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m., the last of the year. Info, (925) 313-0942.
	 Oct. 10-11 — 17th Annual Northern California Women's 
Sailing Seminar at Island YC. Info, www.iyc.org/wss.htm.
	 Oct. 18 — Ha-Ha Welcome to San Diego Party at Downwind 
Marine, 12-4 p.m. Info, www.baja-haha.com.
	 Oct. 25 — Baja Ha-Ha 'Sweet Sixteen' Cruisers Rally starts 
from San Diego!

Racing

	 Aug. 31-Sept. 4 — 18-ft Skiff International, including the 
Ronstan Bridge to Bridge, a mad dash from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to the Bay Bridge for 18s, boards and kites. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com.
	 Sept. 4 — Windjammers Race. Pop the chute and head for 
Santa Cruz! SCYC, www.windjammersrace.org.
	 Sept. 5 — 21st Annual Jazz Cup, a 26-mile romp from T.I. 
to Benicia YC. SBYC, wwwsouthbeachyc.org.
	 Sept. 5  — South Bay YRA Summer #6. Contact Richard 
at rjgreenawald@hotmail.com.
	 Sept. 5 — HO Lind #7 & 8. TYC, www.tyc.org.
	 Sept. 5-6 — BAYS #5 at RYC. Info, www.bayarea- 
youthsailing.com.
	 Sept. 6 — Double Angle Race. Start in Santa Cruz or 
Monterey and finish at Moss Landing. Elkhorn YC, www.
elkhornyc.com.
	 Sept. 10-13 — 45th Rolex Big Boat Series, the highlight 
of the local racing season. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Sept. 12 — YRA-OYRA Northern Star. EYC, www.yra.org.
	 Sept. 12 — Governor's Cup on Folsom Lake, www.flyc.org.
	 Sept. 12 — North Bay Challenge #6. VYC, www.vyc.org.
	 Sept. 12-13 — West Marine Fun Regatta for junior sailors. 
SCYC, www.scyc.org.
	 Sept. 13 — Fall Series #2 (El Toros) on Fremont's Lake 
Elizabeth. Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 Sept. 13-19 — 15th San Francisco Bay Folkboat Interna-
tional Regatta. CYC, www.cyc.org.
	 Sept. 17-18 — 29er Nationals. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Sept. 18 — Summer Series #5. IYC, www.iyc.org.
	 Sept. 18-20 — Catalina 30 National Regatta & Rendezvous. 
SBYC, www.cat30fleet1.com/cat30nat.shtml.
	 Sept. 19 — Fall Race #1. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
	 Sept. 19-20 — Totally Dinghy Regatta. RYC, (510) 237-2821 
or www.richmondyc.org.
	 Sept. 19-20 — Leukemia Cup Regatta, PHRF and one-de-
sign racing to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
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New Sailboats
2010  Jeanneau 57 CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 54DS CALL
2009 Hunter 50 CC  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 50DS CALL 
2009 Hunter 49  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 49i CALL 
2009 Hunter 45  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 45DS CALL 
2008 Jeanneau 45DS CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 44i  CALL 
2008 Jeanneau 44i Prf.     CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 42DS CALL 
2009 Hunter 41DS CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 39DS CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 39i  CALL 
2008 Jeanneau 39i  $237,725     
2009 Hunter 38  CALL 
2009 Hunter 36 CALL 
2009 Hunter 33  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 32 CALL
2009 Jeanneau SunFast  CALL 
2009 Hunter 31  CALL 
2008 Hunter 31   CALL 

Brokerage Boats
2006 Jeanneau 45 $329,500

2006 Jeanneau 45 $319,000   

2007 Hunter 44DS  $199,900     

2005 Hunter 44DS   $210,000     

1997 Beneteau 42.7  $179,000 

2000 Hunter 42 $165,000

2005 Hunter 41 DS  $187,500    

2001 Hunter 410  $139,950    

2004 Hunter 386 $137,500

1996 Hunter 375  $89,900

1991 Hunter 37  $69,950    

2002 Jeanneau 37 $127,000

1987 Catalina 36 $54,500

1986 Freedom 36  $69,900    

2007 Hunter 36  $149,995

2004 Hunter 36  $103,000

1992 Solaris 36   $99,990     

1996 Bayliner 3485  $49,995 

1997 Catalina 34  $79,500

2000 Hunter 340   $76,000    

1999  Hunter 340  $83,500    

1999  Hunter 310  $44,995    

www.cruisingyachts.net

(888) 78-YACHT (619) 681-0633 (949) 650-7245 
            Alameda         San Diego  Newport Beach

Proudly Representing

 NEW offices in San Diego & Newport Beach!
With multiple locations and a huge inventory of new & used, 

nobody offers you more choices for your next sailboat! 

WE’VE EXPANDED! Now in Southern California!

Featured Sailboats of the Month!
1997 Beneteau 42.7 - “El Gran Grin” has been 
meticulously maintained and it shows. While 
the first series is a very fast race thoroughbred 
with a PHRF rating of 63, this boat has never 
been raced. The interior of this boat is like 

brand new, which is to say, a thing a beauty! 
 Asking $179,999 

1997 Catalina 34 - Since the introduction of the 
Mark I model in 1985, the Catalina 34 has built 
a well deserved reputation as a classic blend of 

performance, comfort and value. 
This vessel is a great value!

Contact Ian in the San Diego Office.
Asking $79,500 
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1230 Brickyard Cove Rd | Point Richmond, CA
510-234-4334
dteakell@quantumsails.com
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Hosted by SFYC, featuring keynote speaker Al Gore. Info, 
www.leukemiacup.org/SF.
	 Sept. 21 — Getting Started: Boat Prep for the Singlehanded 
TransPac, the first in a series of free monthly seminars lead-
ing up to the race, which starts on June 19, 2010. Starts at 
7:30 p.m. at Oakland YC. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
	 Sept. 23-27 — J/24 Nationals. SFYC, www.j24na-
tionals2009.com.
	 Sept. 25-27 — Catalina 34 SF Cup hosted by GGYC. Info, 
www.c34.org/fleet1/index.htm.
	 Sept. 26 — YRA-OYRA Southern Cross. San Rafael YC, 
www.yra.org.
	 Sept 26-27 — YRA Season Closer 1 & 2/Crazy 8 Race. 
CYC, www.yra.org.
	 Sept. 26 — Singlehanded #4. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.
	 Oct. 2-4 — International Master's Regatta, a J/105 re-
gatta/reunion for seniors. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Oct. 3  — South Bay YRA Summer #7. Contact Richard 
at rjgreenawald@hotmail.com.
	 Oct. 3 — YRA-WBRA. Info, www.yra.org.
	 Oct. 3 — Wallace Cup, a PHRF championship for East Bay 
clubs. OYC, www.oaklandyachtclub.com.
	 Oct. 3-4 — Islander 36 Nationals hosted by GGYC. Info, 
www.islander36.org/09race.html.
	 Oct. 3 — Fall Race #2. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
	 Oct. 4 — El Toro Stampede. RYC, www.eltoroyra.org.
	 Oct. 4 — Chowder Series #1. BYC, www.berkeleyyc.org.
	 Oct. 4 — 29th Annual Women Skippers Regatta to benefit 
youth sailing. SYC, www.syc.org or race@syconline.org.
	 Oct. 10-11 — SSS Vallejo 1-2, a mellow way to end the 
shorthanded season. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
	 Oct. 17-18 — Jessica Cup, fleet racing for big woodies. 
StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Oct. 24-25 — Great Pumpkin Regatta, a Halloween tradi-
tion. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.

 Remaining Beer Can Regattas

	 BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 9/4, 9/18, 
10/2, 10/16, 10/30. Info, (510) 523-2292 or race@bbyc.org.
	 BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB — Monday Night Madness Fall: 
9/14, 9/21 (make-up). Peter McCool, (415) 864-4334 or bay-
viewracing@sbcglobal.net.
	 BENICIA YC — Every Thursday night through 9/24. Mike 
Munn, (408) 671-1484 or mmunn88@sbcglobal.net.
	 BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night through 9/25. Bobbi 
Tosse, (925) 939-9885 or bobbi_john@jfcbat.com.
	 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. 
Email Gary and Alistair at racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
	 CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night through 9/4. Donal 
Botkin, (415) 497-5411 or racing@cyc.org. 
	 COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through 
10/28. Torin Knorr, (650) 863-2570 or regatta@cpyc.com.
	 ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Summer Twilight Series: 
9/11, 9/25. Matthew Dean, (510) 406-0851 or rearcommo-
dore@encinal.org.
	 FOLSOM LAKE YC — Every Wednesday night through 
9/16. Steve Galeria, (916) 635-3911 or www.flyc.org.
	 ISLAND YC — Friday Island Nights: 9/18. Info, (510) 521-
7442 or www.iyc.org.
	 LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday 
night through 10/14. Mike Robinson, (530) 713-9080
	 MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, every 
Wednesday night through 9/30. Ray Ward, (831) 659-2401 
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See our website www.harken.com for our complete line of sailing gear.

Style. Fit. Performance.

S A I L I N G  G E A R
1251 E. Wisconsin Ave., Pewaukee, WI 53072

Tel: 262-691-3320;  Fax: 262-691-3008  Email: harken@harken.com
Web: www.harkensailinggear.com

Style. Fit. Performance.



HANSE 400
THE NEW

www.hanseyachts.com

400*
320  350  370*  430*  470*  540e  630e

* epoxy option

Ground breaking interior design

Multiple layout options (Individual Cabin Concept)

Modern, award winning performance cruisers

Self-tacking jib engineered into the 

HanseYachts design 

Epoxy hulls (option up to 54 ft)

Safe, comfortable, fast & easy to sail

Hanse Yachts US 

Ph: 1- 410 - 571-5881

aharrison@hanseyachts.com

Annapolis MD | Norwalk CT | Manchester MA 

Huron OH | Chicago | Toronto | Montreal 

Vancouver | San Francisco | San Diego 

St. Petersburg FL

Compare our pricing 
against the competition

at the LONG BEACH 
BOAT SHOW*

*See the Hanse 400 at the 
Long Beach Boat Show,

September 10-13.
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or www.mpyc.org.
	 OAKLAND YC — Wednesday Night Sweet 16 Series, every 
Wednesday through 9/16. Sheldon Haynie, (510) 368-5427 
or sheldonhaynie@gmail.com.
	 RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 9/2, 9/16, 9/30. 
Eric Arens, ericarens@comcast.net or (510) 841-6022.
	 ST. FRANCIS YC — Thursday Night Kiting Series through 
September. Friday Night Windsurfing Series through Septem-
ber. John Craig, (415) 563-6363 or racemgr@stfyc.com.
	 SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays, every Wednesday 
night during Daylight Saving Time. Larry Weaver, (831) 423-
8111 or lweaver@cruzio.com.
	 SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday Night Sunset Series: 9/8, 9/22. 
John Mount, (415) 509-8381 or race@syconline.org.
	 SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/7. 
Rich Butts, (650) 576-3990 or rcbutts@pacbell.net.
	 TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Fall Keelboat Series: 9/2-
9/23. Darren Kramer, (530) 581-4700 or www.tahoeyc.com.
	 VALLEJO YC — Every Wednesday night through 9/30. 
Gordon Smith, (530) 622-8761 or fleetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

	 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill 
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.  
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date/day	 slack	 max	 slack	 max	
9/05Sat	 0217	 0510/3.9E	 0848	 1140/3.3F
	 1446	 1731/3.7E	 2102	 2355/3.2F
9/06Sun	 0259	 0547/3.7E	 0915	 1210/3.2F
	 1511	 1807/4.0E	 2139	
9/07Mon	 	 0034/3.2F	 0342	 0627/3.4E
	 0941	 1241/3.0F	 1538	 1846/4.2E	
	 2219	
9/12Sat	 0217	 0518/2.6F	 0856	 1051/1.4E
	 1342	 1653/1.8F	 1934	 2314/4.1E
9/13Sun	 0329	 0636/2.8F	 1005	 1202/1.5E
	 1514	 1808/1.9F	 2053
9/19Sat	 0209	 0457/4.2E	 0828	 1121/3.9F
	 1419	 1716/4.7E	 2054	 2353/4.2F
9/20Sun	 0302	 0541/3.8E	 0908	 1159/3.6F
	 1455	 1758/4.8E	 2141
9/26Sat	 0227	 0544/2.4F	 0856	 1052/1.1E
	 1429	 1704/1.3F	 1945	 2305/3.1E
9/27Sun	 0331	 0652/2.4F	 0955	 1213/1.2E
	 1538	 1819/1.4F	 2054

September Weekend Currents

September Weekend Tides
date/day	 time/ht.	 time/ht.	 time/ht.	 time/ht.	
	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW
9/05Sat	 0018/5.6	 0620/0.7	 1258/5.5	 1841/1.4	
9/06Sun	 0059/5.3	 0648/1.1	 1323/5.6	 1918/1.1
9/07Mon	 0144/5.0	 0718/1.5	 1350/5.8	 1959/0.8
	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH
9/12Sat	 0000/0.3	 0750/4.1	 1139/3.4	 1754/5.9	
9/13Sun	 0113/0.1	 0854/4.4	 1306/3.3	 1908/6.0
	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	
9/19Sat	 0015/5.9	 0602/0.6	 1237/6.2	 1836/0.2
9/20Sun	 0108/5.6	 0641/1.2	 1310/6.3	 1922/0.0
	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	
9/26Sat	 0008/0.6	 0805/4.3	 1229/3.4	 1755/5.1	
9/27Sun	 0115/0.7	 0857/4.5	 1340/3.2	 1905/5.0

 TWIN RIVERS
MARINE INSURANCE

Agency, Inc.

7 Marina Plaza • Antioch, CA 94509
At The Antioch Marina

Get a quick quote today at:
www.BoatInsuranceOnly.com 

(800) 259-5701

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

LLoyd’s

License #0E32738

Years of unbeatable experience to 
match your needs to the right product.

Worldwide Coverage

West Coast  ¤  Mexico  ¤  East Coast 

Caribbean  ¤  Pacific  ¤  Atlantic

Why Twin Rivers?
•  Shop Your Renewal & $ave ~  

		  Flexible Survey Requirements

•  Liveaboards  •  Mexican Liability

•  Agreed Value Policies

•  Broad Navigational Areas

Representing…
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⇑⇓THE BAY BELONGS TO ALL MARINERS
 Our family of four — including daughters Lorell, 10, and 
Heather, 8 — recently completed a pleasant 30-day cruise from 
San Francisco Bay to Catalina and back. We took a leisurely 
12 days to get to Catalina, and spent fi ve days at Isthmus 
Cove, four days at Emerald Bay, then visited Marina del Rey 
before starting our trip home. Unfortunately, the last leg of 
our trip, from Half Moon Bay to San Francisco, ended on a 
sour note.
 We passed beneath the Golden Gate at about noon, and as 
we were heading down the center of the channel toward Pier 
39, we fi nally felt completely safe after several 12- to 18-hour 
days. We were also delighted to see several boats racing off 
the St. Francis YC. But as the racers turned downwind and 
popped thier chutes, they started coming our way. To my 
amazement, one of the boats, a Farr 40 very similar to the 
one on the cover of last month's Latitude, started heading for 
our boat.
 As the boat came closer, there was no indication that they 
intended to obey the Rules of the Road, which require that an 
overtaking boat stay clear of the boat being overtaken, and 
that the boat being overtaken maintain her course and speed. 
Instead of staying clear, when the boat was less than 20 yards 
away, her crew began waving at us to move out of their way. 
There was no reason that they couldn't have overtaken us in 
a safe an orderly manner, but the skipper of the boat made 
no attempt to avoid a collision.
 I was forced to take evasive action to avoid being hit by 
the overtaking vessel. As it was, their bow passed within feet 
of our stern. It was apparent that they were completely out 
of control.
 Could somebody please inform racers that the Bay belongs 
to all mariners, not just them? And that they need to obey the 
same rules as the rest of us? If they can't control their vessels, 
they shouldn't be putting other people in harm's way.
 The incident scared the hell of my wife and two children.

Don Perillat
Pour Les Filles, Hunter 41

Brisbane

Don — We're sorry to hear that your family's trip had to end 
with such a fright. It wasn't right. Having raced a lot, we under-
stand how jacked up people can get while racing, how every 
second counts, and how common it is for racing boats to be on 

the edge of control 
while just a few 
feet away from 
other out-of-con-
trol racing boats. 
It's part of what 
makes  i t  f un . 
Having raced as 
much as we have, 
if we were you, we 
would have held 
our course and 
speed to the bitter 
end, and possibly 
have not gotten 
quite as fright-
ened. But if one 

of the racing boats indeed came within feet of your transom, 
it's a violation of the Rules of the Road, but what's worse, it 
would have been a violation of common courtesy. We think 
racing boats ought to stay at least three boat lengths from the 
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After a cruise in isolated areas, being nearly run 
down on the Bay by a racing boat was a shock 
to the Perillat family.
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propeller

• For shafts and saildrives

• Both 2 & 3 blade available

• Lowest drag when sailing

• The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!

800-801-8922

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

3-Blade

The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

Two piece unit

For both power and sail

Now available for
sail drive systems.

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com
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transoms of non-racing boats, at least one boat length from the 
other boat's beam, and above all, try to make their intentions 
clear — in as calm a manner as possible — to non-racing boats. 
There's no reason anyone has to mess up somebody else's day 
just to enjoy their own.

⇑⇓MY TAX BILL PAID FOR MY MARGARITAS
 For anyone heading to Mexico this winter, or returning after 
a season in Mexico, I have a happy surprise to share with 
you. I just got home from cruising in Mexico since last year's 
Ha-Ha, and found sitting on my desk an Alameda County 
personal property tax bill of $3,500 for my boat. I called the 
Tax Assessor's Offi ce and told them I had been out of the 
country since October of '08. They said if I could show them 
proof — such as marina receipts — that my boat was out of 
the country, they would waive my '09 tax bill. I was able to 
do that and the tax was waived!
 The tax bill's being waived 'paid' for all my time in marinas 
as well as for margaritas for the whole trip. All right, maybe 
not all the margaritas, but most of them.all the margaritas, but most of them.all

Steve May
Endless Summer, F-41 Cat

Emery Cove Marina, Emeryville

 Readers — We caution everyone not to count on their tax 
waiver until it's offi cially granted. We know it's hard to believe, 
but tax assessors in different California counties still get away 
with interpreting the law differently. For example, in some 
California counties the assessor doesn't care if you cruise 
around the world for fi ve years; he/she will still threaten to 
put a lien on your boat if you don't pay the personal property 
taxes. In other counties, the assessor says that if you're out of 
the county for more than six months a year, you get a waiver. 
What constitutes 'proof' that you were out of the county can 
also vary. So check with the county your boat is registered in 
before counting on your marina and margarita money. In some 
cases, it may be worth shifting the homeport of your boat to a 
more tax-friendly county — or state.
 By the way, some county assessors employ techniques 
that would put them behind bars if they were working for pri-

vate industry. For in-
stance, years ago we 
kept a boat in Ventura 
County and duly paid 
taxes on her. But two 
years after we moved 
the boat to Northern 
California, we got a 
notice that Ventura 
County had put a 
lien on our boat for 
non-payment of tax-
es. When we asked 
the county how they 
could have made the 
mistake of still having 
our boats on the rolls 
when she was long 

gone, the response was troubling. "We didn't make a mistake. 
We just bill every boat that was in the county the year before, 
and if we don't get paid, we put a lien on their boat." Brilliant. 
One can only hope that policy was changed long ago.

⇑⇓CURED BY BRIGGS & STRATTON
 In the August 10 'Lectronic, you mentioned some treatments 

The tax man won't be able to catch 'Endless 
Summer' again this year because she will 
be doing a spring Puddle Jump from San 
Francisco to the Marquesas.
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PLEASE CONTACT A LOFT LISTED BELOW
FOR PRICING AND FALL DISCOUNT DEALS!

Visit our website:
www.ullmansails.com

Newport Beach Long Beach Santa Barbara
(714) 432-1860 (562) 598-9441 Ken Kieding
2710 S. Croddy Way 6400 Marina Drive #9 (805) 965-4538
Santa Ana, CA 92704 Long Beach, CA Gary Swenson
Dave Ullman 90803 (805) 644-9579
Bruce Cooper Bryan Dair Santa Cruz
Steve Beck Steve Beck Brent Ruhne
Erik Shampain (562) 243-9710 Ruhne Racing
John Bennett Ventura (831) 295-8290 mobile
Marina del Rey/ (805) 644-9579 San Francisco/
King Harbor 3639 E. Harbor Blvd. Sausalito
Mike George #111 Robin Sodaro
(310) 645-0196 Ventura, CA 93001 466 Coloma St.
Steve Beck Gary Swenson Sausalito, CA 94965
(562) 243-9710 Deke Klatt (800) 883-7245
  (415) 332-4104  (415) 332-4104

Ullman Sails
OUR ANNUAL FALL SALE IS HERE
Order between September 1-October 31, 2009 and receive:

15% OFF all big boat racing and cruising sails
with single sail orders

20% OFF all big boat racing and cruising sails
with two or more sail orders

10% OFF small boat one design sails
(Offer applies only to the Ullman Sails lofts listed below)

New Ullman
Racing Loft in Sausalito!

Call Robin Sodaro –
our new dealer for

Ullman Racing Sails –
for sales and repairs

in the Bay Area!



September 12th - 20th
Jack London Square

Port of Oakland

Northern California’s 
Fall Power & Sail Boat Show
2009

Final show of 2009!

See new 
cruisers and 
yachts, both 
power and sail, 
as well as a 
huge selection of 
previously-enjoyed 
brokerage boats.

HOURS:
Weekdays
12 pm - 6 pm
Weekends
10 am - 6 pm

discount tickets at www.ncma.comdiscount tickets at www.ncma.com
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for lances by scorpionfi sh and stonefi sh. Did you know there 
are battery-operated infrared and hot-plate heater devices for 
bee stings and mosquito bites, devices that chemically change 
venom and hyper-stimulate histamine? In other words, they 
do the same thing that applying near boiling water does, but 
without scalding a large area of skin. Such devices can be 
purchased at outdoors stores or outdoor websites. I take my 
device with me wherever I'm going to deal with insects, and 
have found that it's worked well.
 In theory, these inexpensive gadgets could work as well for 
scorpion fi sh stings as they do for bee stings. The downside 
of this technology is that it leaves a welt that takes time to 
heal, and you need to apply the device to your skin until it's 
so hot that you can barely stand it.

Dr. Lewis Keizer
Sandpiper, Ericson 27

Moss Landing

 Readers — Treating sea life and insect bites and stings 
with electricity might sound crazy, but there are a number of 
reasonable sounding reports on the internet that support it. For 
example, there is one by JoAnn Mansfi eld, who ran a health 
clinic in Mali and had been told about the electricity treatment 
by the missionary she replaced.
 "Frankly, I did not believe it," writes Mansfi eld. "But three 
weeks after I arrived, a woman who had been stung on the side 
of her foot by a very large scorpion came in. She was bent over 
with pain. We had nothing but an antihistamine with which to 
treat her, but it didn't help. I told her about the shock treatment, 
and she was in so much pain she was willing to try anything. 

We couldn't fi nd the equipment my pre-
decessor had told me about, but we did 
have a Briggs & Stratton power plant. I 
put the metal portion of the spark plug 
wire right on the spot where she had 
been stung and had someone pull the 
starter rope. She jerked, but kept on 
moaning, hardly noticing the shock. The 
second pull had the same result. After 
the third pull, however, she immediately 
straightened up, stopped moaning and 
began to leave. I stopped her and asked 
about the pain. She said it was gone. In 
the next couple years, we treated four 
or fi ve more people in a similar fashion. 

In one case, where the sting was in a diffi cult spot to shock, 
there was still pain although it was a lot better after the shock. 
The others had total relief from pain, sometimes with just one 
pull. None took more than three pulls."
 We at Latitude are absolutely not recommending that anyone 
treat a bite or sting using their Yamaha outboard, but merely 
suggesting that there might be something to this. Do your own 
research and proceed as you see fi t.

⇑⇓SEND MORE LATITUDES!
 I was devastated to see the August issue photo of the Co-
lumbia 34 Rubaiyat on the rocks at Catalina. I owned and Rubaiyat on the rocks at Catalina. I owned and Rubaiyat
lived aboard her for 11 years in the '80s, and cruised her in 
Mexico for a year. I still have a 'Some Like It Hot' rally T-shirt I 
got for sailing her to Mexico prior to the start of the Ha-Ha.
 After Rubaiyat, we bought a Freeport 41, Aquarius, and 
lived and cruised on her for 11 years also. We did three cruises 
to Baja and several deliveries from Mexico to homeports in 
California during that time.
 Now we live on a fl oating home on the Columbia River 

Are you sure, Dr. Keizer, 
that this is for medical 
purposes and not for 
personal pleasure? 

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.

TheFix
is In

WEST SYSTEM® Brand Epoxy
For the almost limitless care and repair needs aboard a boat,
the fix is in the can of WEST SYSTEM® Brand epoxy. Gluing,
filling, coating, fairing–there’s not much you can’t do with this
remarkable epoxy resin and the right filler(s). We’ve got the
complete WEST SYSTEM Brand product line at West Marine.
So the next time you need a fix, come on in!



Without passion,  it’s just  wind and water.
415/381.4773
safepassagesailing.com

Your next adventure.

Photo by James Robinson Taylor 
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in Portland, and have just one complaint — the Latitudes
disappear off the shelves within three days of arriving. Send 
more!

Phil Seitz
Portland

 Phil — Sorry to learn you lost an old member of the family. As 
for the Latitudes, 
you can save us 
money — and the 
earth trees — by 
reading it online 
for free. The pic-
tures are way bet-
ter when reading 
it online. Down-
load it off our site 
in PDF format at 
www.latitude38.
com — just click 
on the 'Download 
the Magazine' link 
on the homepage. 

Fill your Latitude library by downloading missing issues as 
far back as May 2007.
 Like a lot of people, we used to love reading paper versions 
of books and magazines. Then we got an Amazon Kindle. We 
haven't read a regular book or newspaper since. Admittedly, the 
Kindle is like a fi rst generation computer compared to what's 
going to be coming along very soon — including perhaps some-
thing from Apple next year — and Latitude is not yet available 
on Kindle. But change is coming, and despite what you think 
right now, it's going to be for the better.

⇑⇓THIS RUBAIYAT IS STILL FLOATING
 I recently bought the 1972 center cockpit Irwin 37 Rubaiyat
(ex-Peregrine), and am trying to learn more about her history Peregrine), and am trying to learn more about her history Peregrine
because she supposedly circumnavigated twice. I thought you 
might know because I've been told there was an article about 
her in a sailing magazine.
 Most of the documentation I have for Rubaiyat is since '94, Rubaiyat is since '94, Rubaiyat
when a San Diego owner sold her to a gentleman in Belling-
ham, WA, who sold her to a man in '05 who took the boat to 
— for reasons I'll never understand — Pueblo, CO.
 Knowing how sailors are with stories, maybe Rubaiyat
never went around the world at all. However, I do have a 
document that indicates she went through the Panama Canal 
at least once, so maybe there is something to it. Can Latitude
or anybody else give me any help?

Clay Williams
Rubaiyat, Irwin 37

Pueblo, CO

 Clay — Although it's not defi nitive, we maintain a list of most 
West Coast boats that have done circumnavigations. We don't 
have an Irwin 37 named Rubaiyat or Rubaiyat or Rubaiyat Peregrine among them. 
The closest we can fi nd is the Irwin 37 Lady Ann, which the 
Sausalito-based Leslie family — Willie, Andrea and youngsters 
Scott and Ellen — sailed around the world from '01 to '03.

⇑⇓BUILDING A BETTER PORTA-BOTE
 Thanks for publishing the great June issue article on Peter 
Carr, who has cruised far and wide with his F-27 and F-31 
trimarans. After years of racing on the Bay, I put aside sailing 
due to the time and energy required to raise a family. What 

Omar Khayyam, the great Persian mathemati-
cian and poet, would not be happy to see what 
happened to the Dana Point-based 'Rubaiyat'.
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Choosing a bottom paint
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technology...

...or Micron® Technology.
A chalkboard works, a calculator works better.
Old bottom paint works, Micron Extra works better!

Unlike traditional high copper bottom paint, Micron Extra is engineered for
California. It uses less copper more efficiently, providing many seasons of hassle
free boating.

Micron Technology is a controlled polishing breakthrough that delivers a smoother
more fuel efficient surface and the long-lasting antifouling protection that you
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Old technology bottom paints continue to build up and crater over time, but there
is no build up with Micron Extra, so you will never spend money to remove it.

Do yourself, your boat, and the environment
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®, Interlux®
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got me to realize how much I missed sailing was a cruise from 
Santa Cruz to Monterey and back aboard a co-worker’s F-27. 
When I was given a chance at the helm, my fi rst thought was 
how much I wanted to point the boat towards Hawaii and 
just keep going. That thought stayed with me, so upon retire-
ment, my brother and I bought the Beneteau Oceanis 390 
Far Fetched and did the ‘06 Ha-Ha. I can’t think of a better Far Fetched and did the ‘06 Ha-Ha. I can’t think of a better Far Fetched
decision I’ve made. The last three cruising seasons in Mexico 
have been wonderful, with the friends we’ve made exceeding 
all expectations.
 As for Peter’s comments about the Porta-Bote, we purchased 
one as our cruising dinghy and have similar positive feelings 
about it. The shortcoming, as he mentioned, is that they are 
diffi cult to use as a dive boat. Since my career was in the 

design industry, 
I can't leave well 
enough  a l one 
when it comes to 
thinking of ways 
to improve prod-
ucts. So during 
the ‘06 Ha-Ha, we 
showed the Grand 
Poobah a prelimi-
nary version of a 
Porta-Bote with 
tubes attached 
for better stabil-

ity when getting in and out. After several years of testing and 
improvements, the attached photos show the current product, 
which is a collaboration between Porta-Bote and Sotar.

Steve Albert
Far Fetched, Beneteau Oceanis 390

Grants Pass, OR

Steve — The story of folks who dropped out of sailing to raise 
a family but then were somewhat surprised to fi nd themselves 
enthusiastically getting back into sailing are legion. We're glad 
you were one of them.
 We’re sorry that we can’t forward messages to the subjects 
of our articles, such as Peter Carr, but we're happy to let him and 
everyone else know that you can be reached at stevebalbert@
charter.net for details on your modifi ed Porta-Bote.charter.net for details on your modifi ed Porta-Bote.charter.net

⇑⇓MULTIHULLS GOOD — ENGINES BAD
 I've been a multihull enthusiast since my fi rst ride on a 
P Cat in the early '60s. So I have been very interested and 
excited to see that multihulls will be used in the upcoming 
America's Cup.
 I am, however, very upset that motors will be permitted on 
these boats for any reason at all. I believe that crews should 
do all the work, and that a motor to trim sails or move ballast 
— or to do anything! — is wrong.
 The America's Cup should be an intellectual and physical 
competition, so the use of motors should be prohibited.

Howard Spruit
Mokuakalana, Jar Cat

Santa Cruz

 Readers — The use of internal combustion engines to help 
run sailboats has been controversial since the beginning. 
There were many complaints, for example, when Roy Disney's 
MaxZ86 Pyewacket and Hasso Plattner's sistership Pyewacket and Hasso Plattner's sistership Pyewacket Morning 
Glory showed up to sail around the Heineken course in St. Glory showed up to sail around the Heineken course in St. Glory
Martin in '04 with engines thundering. They were needed to 

Yellow tubes on a Porta-Bote bring a whole new 
look to the venerable classic.
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We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.

Pounce
onThis!

Puma OD Performance Gear
Light, sleek and brilliantly effective, Puma’s new sailing line is
engineered for world-class sailors, and anyone else who
wants to feel like one. The breathable, waterproof nylon is
soft, not stiff. And since it weighs next to nothing, you’ll be
able to move as nimbly as a cat. This is really nice gear, with
too many intelligent features to list in this space, so come in
and check it out. Once you see it, you’ll want to pounce on it.

Jacket $300.00

Salopettes $250.00
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frequently 'trim' their canting keels. More than a few people 
found the sound of the engines on racing sailboats to be disturb-
ing. "Why not just have the engines attached to a propeller?" 
suggested one wag.
 In the case of the America's Cup, Alinghi shocked everyone 
with the announcement they would use power, so BMW Oracle
has followed suit.
 Racing Editor Rob Grant sees it like this: "The use of stored 
power to actuate sailing systems that make a boat go faster 
is not a new or unusual practice. Many races, including the 
TransPac, Pacifi c Cup and Coastal Cup, among others, have 
'open divisions' for boats that employ these technologies 
— whether they be powered winches, canting keels or water 
ballast — and are granted waivers to use them. Their handi-
caps are adjusted to theoretically account for the additional 
performance they allow. It could be argued that the use of an 
engine to charge the batteries that run the wind instruments, 
laptops and communications equipment that permit more pre-
cise and informed routing and performance analysis is making 
that boat go faster as well . . . .
 "But while we marvel at the speeds attainable by canting-
keeled boats with water ballast and powered winches, we don't 
think it's done much for the sport. Sure, records have fallen as 
the powered systems allow for ever-larger boats to manage 
ever-larger sailplans with fewer crew. But at the same time, 
the cost-savings in the crew budgets can't come anywhere 
near the extra expenditures for the sailing systems. As these 
systems trickle down to smaller race boats in the 40-ft range, 
with expensive fully-custom electric winch packages permitted 
under the IRC rule — where the original intent was to allow 
cruising boats to race in a club-level setting — we think it's a 
totally pointless way to spend a ton of extra money for some-
thing that doesn't add jack in the way of performance.
 "In the case of the Cup, allowing the powered sailing sys-
tems is downright stupid. With such a sordid backstory that's 
attracted fairly wide-spread mainstream media attention, only 
two high-profi le players, two of the most advanced inshore 
boats ever built, and just three races, this America's Cup 
really has the potential to captivate a much wider audience 
— including the ISAF Member National Authorities who voted 
the Tornado off the Olympics' island (but that's another story). 
We instead think it will look like a cop-out if folks at home see 
exhaust emanating from the back of one these machines; the 
least they could do is use 'cherry bombs' for muffl ers and rev 
the engines as the boats accelerate for a little extra sound ef-
fect! 
 On second thought, it might look really funny to see them 
roll across the Strait of Hormuz onto Iranian shores because the 
engine's gone out and they can't tack. Imagine the conversation 
onboard:
 "Skipper: 'Stand by to tack.'
 "Engineer: 'Sorry, no can do. Need a half-hour to bleed this 
puppy — you heeled 'er over too far.'"

⇑⇓LET'S MAKE THIS INTERESTING
 Who cares about the America's Cup? I might, if the rules 
were different. I would start with the following six:
 1) Crew limited to six of the same nationality as the chal-
lenging or defending yacht club. One foreign coach would be 
permitted — as long as he/she never sailed on a vessel with 
any of the named crew
 2) The mast height would be limited to 120% of overall 
length.
 3) No engines or energy storage of any kind would be al-
lowed.

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.

Mental
Blocks

Ronstan Orbit Blocks
Powerful brains developed these powerful blocks. But it doesn’t
take a genius to appreciate what they can do for your
boathandling. All-composite construction makes them 30-50%
lighter than conventional blocks. Slick bearing systems make
them fast and less fatiguing to haul lines through. And (bonus!)
they’re gentle on rope, too. Want to feel your boat take off? Use
your head. Put it into orbit with Ronstan Orbit Blocks.
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 4) Boats would be limited to four sails, and all sails must 
be carried during all races. No repair or substitution to the 
vessel or its equipment would be allowed once the race series 
starts.
 5) Each boat — and all of its plans, documentation and 
equipment — must be auctioned off immediately after the fi nal 
America's Cup race series. Only contestants are allowed to 

bid, and the bidding would start at $2 million. Anything bid 
over that amount to go toward the expenses of running the 
next race series. Resale prohibited for four years.
 6) Any dispute about these rules will be decided by the 
event organizers, made up of one person from each contesting 
club. Sailors only, no lawyers.

Dick Newick
Newick Nautical Design, Inc.

Sebastopol

 Readers — Dick Newick has been one of the most innova-
tive trimaran designers since 1960, having drawn more than 
130 designs, with more than 100 having been built. Four of 
his designs raced in the OSTAR between '68 and '84, and two 
of them won their class.

⇑⇓AND WE NEED AN ANCHOR SWIVEL . . . WHY?⇑⇓AND WE NEED AN ANCHOR SWIVEL . . . WHY?⇑⇓
 Maybe I’m dense, but I don’t see why an anchor swivel is 
necessary. The chain/rode can easily twist at all times. In 
fact, it seems to me that a swivel under load will likely not 
twist as desired. So why does anyone want a swivel?

Tom Farr
Vent Arriere, Catalina 36

Santa Barbara

Tom — A swivel can be helpful in preventing the anchor 
rode from getting twisted. If a rode gets twisted badly enough. 
it will be too knotted up to fi t through the gypsy and into the 
chain locker. What's worse is if it gets knotted up in the chain 
locker and it won't run out freely. Undoing that mess can be 
very hard work.

⇑⇓SWIVELS ARE SO MISUNDERSTOOD
 Thank you for publishing my letter in the August issue of 
Latitude regarding the proper way to attach anchor swivels, Latitude regarding the proper way to attach anchor swivels, Latitude
which I hope your readers found helpful. I think that there 
is often a misunderstanding of the swivel's purpose in an 
anchoring system, based on the way that many people set up 
their swivels, and from your comment saying that if you need 
a shackle between the anchor and the swivel for a "correct 
installation," why waste your money on the swivel?
 The purpose of a swivel is to allow twist to work its way 
out of the end of the chain — not to connect the chain to the 
anchor. A pair of interlinked shackles does a perfectly good 
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Given Newick's six rules, 'Alinghi' would not be allowed to compete in 
future America's Cup racing.

Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167

Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
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Programs Provide:
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  • Worldwide Navigation

   • Hawaii
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      • Mexico

       • Charter Boats
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COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA:
The Peninsula's Complete Recreational Destination!

BERTHING

➥	 Slips to 40' available
➥	 22' inside ties for $85 per mo.
➥	 Multihull side ties available
➥	 Check out our rates!

COYOTE POINT RECREATIONAL AREA – HOME TO:

FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

➥	 Open 7 days per week
➥	 Gas and diesel available
➥	 Check our prices
➥	 Free pump outs

COME FOR A VISIT – WE THINK YOU'LL STAY
Call us and mention this ad for a FREE One Night Guest Berth

COYOTE POINT MARINA ~ 1900 Coyote Point Drive • San Mateo

650.573.2594

• Coyote Point Marina
• Poplar Creek Golf Course
• Coyote Point Park
• Captain's House Conference Center
• Beach, Picnic & BBQ Areas

• Coyote Point Yacht Club
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• Magic Mountain Playground
• Coyote Point Museum
• Shoreline Trail
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job of connecting the chain to the anchor, and at much lower 
cost than a swivel. A pair of 3/8" galvanized shackles costs 
less than $10, while the cheapest stainless swivel in that size 
is more than $50.
 Twist can get into the chain in different ways. With 

an all-chain rode, 
twist can get into 
the chain if the boat 
moves around its 
anchor over a pe-
riod of time — such 
as happens in the 
reversing currents 
in La Paz. Twist can 
also get into the 
chain portion of a 

rope and chain rode. When you pull on the rode with some 
tension, the natural twist coming out of the rope wants to 
work its way down into the chain, where it can cause the chain 

to twist and kink. 
Most boats that are 
set up for inshore 
and coastal sailing 
use this type of set-
up. Giving the twist 
somewhere to go by 
adding a swivel isn't 
a bad idea.
 By the way, when 
you are making up 

your shackles, it's smart to put some Lanocote on the threads 
of the shackle pin. If you do this, the shackle will come apart 

easily later on, even after years of use. 
To keep the shackle pin from working 
loose at other times, the pin should be 
secured (moused) with seizing wire.
    I commonly see anchors connected 
with a single undersized shackle. I sus-
pect that the intention is to save a few 
bucks on a second shackle, but in order 
for this to work, the shackle that is be-
ing used has to be undersized so that 
its 'ears' will fi t through the hole in the 
anchor. The correct method is to use two 
shackles, which lets you use shackles 

that are sized to match the chain, and also ensures that there 
will be a good bearing surface on all parts of the shackles. 
Shackles are cheap; boats are expensive. Need I say more?

 The photo at left is attached for its 
irony. It is of a swivel that failed on 
August 1, the same day that you pub-
lished my letter. The failure was from the 
swivel's being attached directly to the 
anchor, as described in my fi rst letter. It 
was not a Kong swivel. The anchor was 
lost. The boat and crew were OK.

Jim Hancock
School Director & General Manager

Club Nautique
Alameda

Jim — Thanks for clueing us in. It's a little 
embarrassing, but we always assumed that swivels were only 
used when two shackles were too big to come up through the 
hawsepipe.

The proper double shackle set-up.
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A shackle-swivel connection.
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A proper 'mousing' 
job on a shackle.
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This wasn't a Kong 
swivel but it still 
failed.
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⇑⇓IN THE IMMORTAL WORDS OF JEAN-PAUL SARTRE, 
"AU REVOIR, GOPHER" 
 Having owned boats for many years, I have accumulated 
a quantity of expired fl ares. Not one to throw out anything, I 
tend to accumulate stuff for unforeseen needs. Recently my 
lawn has been suffering from an attack of gophers. I tried 
everything the stores had to offer to solve the problem, but 
nothing worked. The damn gophers just laughed at me — and 
bred like mad to boot. But then a light went on over my head 
— try setting off the expired fl ares in the gopher holes.
 There was only one slight problem. After I put a fl are in a 
hole and covered it with dirt, I went into the house. Moments 
later a frantic woman knocked on my door to warn me that 
smoke was coming out of my lawn.

Hugo Landecker
Alexander, Westsail 32

San Rafael

⇑⇓ARE THERE GOPHERS IN HAWAII?⇑⇓ARE THERE GOPHERS IN HAWAII?⇑⇓
 As a member of the Board of Directors of HOST, the Hawaii 
Ocean Safety Team, I represent yacht clubs. We have formed 
a committee to investigate the safe disposition of fl ares that 
have expired.
 Due to Latitude's coverage of yachting matters, I would 
appreciate it if your readers could pass along any recommen-
dations about the proper disposal of fl ares. I can be reached 
at bigbobsq@aol.com.

Bob Heidrich
Staff Commodore, Hawaii YC

Honolulu, Hawaii

Bob — Know anybody with a gopher problem? More seri-
ously, you could have competitors set them off while crossing 
the fi nish line of your local races, just like the French do when 
fi nishing around the world races. Really more seriously now, 
we suggest that you try to donate them to the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary or other marine safety programs for training purposes. 
Or budget cruisers heading off to the South Pacifi c who might 
appreciate the spares. If none of the above appeal to you, you'll 
probably have to pay to have them disposed of at a certifi ed 
hazardous waste disposal site.

⇑⇓NEVER THAT LEVEL OF VIOLENCE IN MEXICO
    You asked for feedback on the relative safety of cruisers in 
the United States versus Mexico. We've had a boat in Mexico 
from '95 through '02, and again from '07 to the present, spend-
ing time both in the Sea of Cortez and on the mainland. Yet 
the only time our boat has ever been boarded was at 2 a.m. 
while tied to the wharf at Monterey, on our way south to the 
start of the '01 Ha-Ha. Nothing was taken. 
    In another example of the relative safety of the countries, 
the staff of a boatyard in Richmond where we had hauled 
out wasn't allowed to leave at the close of the business day 
because of roadblocks associated with shootings in the area. 
Within a couple of hours, eight people were shot and two died. 
That same night two people were shot dead in Oakland, and 
another shot and killed in San Jose. We've been to a lot of an-
chorages and towns in Mexico, both on the coast and inland, 
and never had that level of violence in the near vicinity.
    About three times a year we make a round trip drive from 
Northern California to Puerto Escondido, Baja, where we leave 
our boat when we're not aboard. We also occasionally make 
the drive from Puerto Escondido to La Paz. We've never had 
a problem of any sort during those trips. If it's just luck, we 
hope it holds out.

• Competitive Rates!

• Free Pumpout Stations

• Ferry Service to San Francisco

• Full Service Boat Yard and Chandlery

• Two Restaurants for Breakfast, Lunch,
Cocktails and Dinner

• Great Restrooms and Showers

• Easy access to San Francisco
Bay and the Delta

Visit Our Comfortable 
Guest Dock

We always have room for one more!

FALL SPECIAL
• Stay three nights*

• Get the fourth night free!

Gateway to the
Bay & Delta

(707) 648-4370
Fax 707-648-4660

42 Harbor Way, Vallejo, CA 94590
www.ci.vallejo.ca.us

*Nights do not have to be consecutive. Conditions apply. 
Special ends 10/31/09.

48-ft.BERTHS
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Event Dates:

Regatta Format:

VIP Dinner:

Register:

Questions:

Sat., Sept. 19 - Two races for One-Design classes organized by the St. Francis Yacht Club 

Sun., Sept. 20 - One race for One-Design and PHRF divisions and Youth Regatta 

organized by The San Francisco Yacht Club

PHRF with spinnaker & non-spinnaker divisions and one design class with six divisions

Saturday evening with special guest, former Vice President Al Gore

Sign up today at leukemiacup.org/sf

Contact Caely Cusick at 415.625.1132 or caely.cusick@lls.org

LOCAL SPONSORS

NATIONAL SPONSORS

Photo courtesy of Leslie Richter

September 19 & 20, 2009 

San Francisco Yacht Club 

Belvedere, CA

Raise a sail and help fight 

leukemia, lymphoma 

and myeloma

Event Dates:	 Sat., Sept. 19 - Two races for One-Design classes organized by the St. Francis Yacht Club 
	 Sun., Sept. 20 - One race for One-Design and PHRF divisions and Youth Regatta 
	 organized by The San Francisco Yacht Club
Regatta Format:	 PHRF with spinnaker & non-spinnaker divisions and one design class with six or more boats registered by Sept. 17
VIP Dinner:	 Saturday evening with special guest, former Vice President Al Gore
Register:	 Sign up today at leukemiacup.org/sf
Questions:	 Contact Robin Reynolds at (415) 407-2394 or robin.r.reynolds@gmail.com
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    We noticed in 'Lectronic that you're thinking of leaving 'Lectronic that you're thinking of leaving 'Lectronic Profl i-
gate in the Sea through June next year because the weather in gate in the Sea through June next year because the weather in gate
Southern California is so awful in that month. If so, how about 
putting Loreto Fest, to be held April 29-May 2, on your sched-
ule? It seems that it would be comfortably after your editorial 
deadline, and there's also good wi-fi  at the Portobello Restau-

rant in the Singlar 
complex. Since we 
don't believe that 
you've ever had any 
editorial staff at 
the event, we think 
you might have the 
wrong impression 
about it, for you 
usually describe 
it as a "gathering 
for cruisers, musi-
cians, and RVers." 
RVers? Where did 

that come from? There are defi nitely some land folks involved, 
but that's certainly true for all the Mexico cruising get-togeth-
ers — except for your revived Sea of Cortez Sailing Week.
 All in all, more cruisers attend Loreto Fest than any other 
similar event. There were over 120 boats there this year, with 
84 moored/docked at Singlar facilities. We had a great time 
and raised a bunch of money for local charities — and espe-
cially for a program that enables kids to keep going to school 
after the mandatory six years. I bet they could even get a race 
on the schedule. Anyway, please give it some thought, because 
it's a fun time, a great cause, and could always use the great 
publicity you are able to generate with your magazine and 
website.
    Air Ops spent all of last year in the Sea, and the winter  Air Ops spent all of last year in the Sea, and the winter  Air Ops
proved to be fairly mild. There are lots of great anchorages in 
the Sea, and it defi nitely is not crowded until April and May. 
We're home in Sacramento for the summer, but do have a 
sailing adventure on the calendar — three weeks sailing with 
friends on their Amel Santorini along the Dalmatian Coast of Santorini along the Dalmatian Coast of Santorini
Croatia. Then we're back to Air Ops in early October for the Air Ops in early October for the Air Ops
fall season in the Sea.

Dave & Merry Wallace
Air Ops, Amel Maramu

Sacramento/Puerto Escondido, BCS, Mexico

    Dave and Merry — Given the fact that it was so gray, damp 
and gloomy in San Diego this year, there's an excellent chance 
that we will be attending Loreto Fest next year with Profl igate. 
After all, Profl igaters love warm and blue, and that's what it 
is down there at that time of year.
 But 120 boats at Loreto Fest this year? We had absolutely 
no idea the event had become so popular. If we attend next 
year, we'll obviously have a much better understanding of the 
event.

⇑⇓NOTHING LIKE THIS EVER HAPPENED IN MEXICO
    I walked out into the parking lot at Embarcadero Cove 
Central Basin in Oakland to fi nd that my Honda Civic had 
been stolen. I called 911, and they said they'd send a "team" 
over right away. The team turned out to be the local SWAT 
team, and they arrived with their AK-47s in the horizontal 
'combat ready' confi guration, ready to fi re. I learned that 
they have been concerned about fi res in the marina, plus the 
extremely dangerous guy who was running a meth lab on his 
boat a few slips away.
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The Loreto Fest 'beauty contest'.
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We insure racers and cruisers all over
the world with prompt, reliable service.

www.marinersins.com

SAN DIEGO
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Lic. # 0A96346
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(800) 914-9928
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MARINA BAY
YACHT HARBOR

A Certified Clean Marina
www.MarinaBayYachtHarbor.com

(510) 236-1013
1340 Marina Way South, Richmond, CA 94804

•	 Deep Draft Harbor (race boat friendly)
•	 Nearby Boatyards, Chandleries, 

and Fuel

•	 A Sunnier, Warmer East Bay Marina
•	 Restaurant & Deli
•	 Berth to Bay in 15 Minutes
•	 24-Hour Courtesy Patrol

Tradewinds Sailing School and Club  ~  www.tradewindssailing.com

We Have a Space for You!

Ask us about our slip specials:  
Save 40% or more on select slips!
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    Several weeks went by, and I settled with the insurance 
company, passing the title along to them. Then, because my 
stolen car had been abandoned on a street in Oakland, the 
parking tickets started. The city threatened to put a lien on 
my house for non-payment. Getting them to understand that 
the car was no longer mine required several more trips to the 
Oakland Police Headquarters.
    Needless to say, we left that marina as quickly as possible, 
and have found Alameda to be more civilized than Oakland.

Mike Chambreau
Impetuous, Cal 34

Los Altos

Mike — We lived in various parts of Oakland in our youth, 
from the fl atlands to the hills, so it always disappoints us to 
hear how things have deteriorated there. Unfortunately, inci-
dents such as the one you experienced don't surprise us. While 
we were giving the Ha-Ha presentation at this year's Strictly 
Sail Boat Show, someone smashed the passenger side window 
of our car and rifl ed through the glove compartment and center 
console. We're not sure what they were looking for, but they 
didn't take any of the few things of value. Next time we'll pay 
the fee to park in the lot with a security guard, and hopefully 
save our $150 insurance deductible.

⇑⇓GORE WASN'T THE ONLY NOBEL LAUREATE IN '07
 While I have the highest regard for the environmental 
— and other — work of former Vice President Al Gore, who 
will be the speaker at the Leukemia Cup Regatta VIP dinner 
on September 19, I, and undoubtedly some other Latitude
readers, were recipients of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize along 
with him. You see, the award stated that the prize was "to be 
shared, in two equal parts, between the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and Albert Arnold (Al) Gore 
Jr., for their efforts to build up and disseminate greater 
knowledge about man-made climate change, and to lay the 
foundations for the measures that are needed to counteract 
such change".
 As the IPCC Chairman, Rejandra Pachauri said at the 
time, "You are all now Nobel Laureates." There are many Bay 
Area scientists and engineers who, among a couple thousand 
worldwide, have contributed over the 20 or so years since the 
IPCC was constituted under the UN. No doubt many of us are 
also sailors.

Bob Schock
Achates, Newport 30

Berkeley

 Bob — Congratulations to all of you.

⇑⇓KELLY IS HYSTERICAL AND JUST PLAIN WRONG
 Local 342 Shop Steward Dave Kelly's July issue letter 
concerning the possibility that bridges on the Estuary might 
have to be closed because of budget problems was so full of 
errors it's hard to believe he has a clue about what people who 
operate bridges do — and the law concerning such bridges. 
Kelly’s statement that the bridges might have been closed 
permanently was not true. For even if all funding for bridge 
operations in the state were somehow taken away, the bridges 
would have to be left in the up position because maritime 
traffi c has priority over land traffi c. If the county placed the 
bridges in the down position without an operator, it would be 
subject to fi nes of $25,000 per day. It should be noted that the 
cities of Alameda and Oakland pay nothing for the operation 
of these bridges, and yet reap the benefi t of their existence.



Outbound Yachts
New Outbound 52
with Hood Vektron
Vertical Full Batten
In-Mast Furling
Mainsail and 135% 
Vektron Genoa
Photo Courtesy 
Swiftsure Yachts

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the 
laminates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller 
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower 

stretch, and retains its shape over a longer life than any 
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruising sailors. That's 

because Hood Vectran® is woven, not laminated to 
Mylar® film. And you can be sure that each sail we 

roll out is built by hand, with the same care and 
craftsmanship that has been the Hood hallmark 

for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our 

soft, tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

The Finest Sails Begin 
with the Best Sailcloth
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 466 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com
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 The other hyperbole of Kelly’s letter is the statement that 
the Public Works Department would be dissolved if the budget 
were cut. There will be layoffs, but not to the extent hysteri-
cally claimed by Kelly.
 The reason I know that Kelly is so wrong is the fact I am the 
Project Inspector for Seismic Retrofi t for Park and High Street 
Bridges for Alameda County Public Works. But I do know why 
he's upset. He doesn't care about protecting public works 
jobs or serving the sailors or businesses within the estuary, 
but rather is worried about the loss of union dues. That may 
sound harsh, but I have worked for Alameda County for 28+ 
years, and I know how that game is played by the union.
 And Latitude's suggestion that lots of "old geezers" could 
operate the bridges is not true either. The job takes training 
and knowledge. You would not want an inexperienced person 
operating a bridge in which each leaf weighs over six million 
lbs.

Skip Edge
Public Works Inspector III

Alameda County

 Skip — We love to learn new stuff, and to be proven wrong, 
so we're ready, able and willing to meet you at any bridge at 
any time to be shown why it's so diffi cult to open and close a 
bridge that two retired geezers couldn't do it. After all, it's not 
as if the six-million-lb bridge leaves have to be lifted by hand. 
Or is this another BART-like deal, where it supposedly takes 
fi ve weeks of training for a train operator to learn how to doze 
off while a computer does all the work for him/her?

⇑⇓PRACTICE 'FILLET AND RELEASE'
 We're getting ready to take off for Mexico in a few months, 
and have started researching the rules for fi shing in Mexico. 
We know that we'll need a license to fi sh anywhere in Mexican 
waters, but we also noticed the following statement in the 

rules:
 " F i s h  c a u g h t  u n d e r  a 
sportfi shing license may not be 
fi lleted aboard the vessel from 
which it was caught."
    Does this mean that we can't 
catch fi sh destined for eating 
while we are cruising? That 
wouldn't make any sense, since 
we've read so many stories about 
cruisers catching and eating 
fish in Mexico. It's confusing 
because I've found this rule 
cited on almost every website 
that discusses fi shing licenses 
in Mexico.
   Or is this one of those rules 
that everybody ignores because 
it's only applied to tourists in 
Cabo?

Carolynn & Tom Boehmler
Sunny Side Up

Mayfl ower Mercury 48
Alameda

 Carolynn and Tom — According to Miguel Portoni at CONAP-
ESCA, the agency that regulates fi shing in Mexico, the purpose 
of the regulation is to allow offi cials to count your catch so they 
can make sure you haven't gone over your daily limit. He said 
that if you're planning to eat the fi sh right away, you are al-

Jim Donnell of the Ventura-
based 'Meerkat', holds up a nice 
dorado caught off Muertos.
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Sausalito
415-339-3000

San Rafael-Sail Care
415-453-2142 

Channel Islands
805-984-8100

Marina Del Rey
310-827-8888  
Long Beach
562-795-5488  

Costa Mesa-Sail Care
949-645-4660  
San Diego

619-224-2424619-224-2424

www.northsails.com

When performance counts the choice is clear.When performance counts the choice is clear.
Call your nearest North Sails representative.Call your nearest North Sails representative.
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lowed to fi llet it. He also said that, while the regulation is not 
strictly enforced, it wouldn't hurt to leave larger fi sh whole, 
cutting off just what you'll be using when you start to prepare 
a meal. If space in your refrigerator or freezer is limited, you 
can also leave a 1-inch by 1-inch square of skin on each portion 
of meat for identifi cation purposes.
 But if you're sportfi shing, with the goal to catch your limit, 
Portoni says the fi sh need to be left whole. Gutting and clean-
ing the fi sh is allowed, but don't fi llet or steak them until you're 
ready for dinner.
 Generally speaking, the rules Mexico has for cruisers are 
reasonable and make sense, so don't be too concerned about 
things like that.

⇑⇓"AS A FORMER PROSECUTOR, I SAY GOOD JOB!"
 I'm a retired state and federal criminal prosecutor, and my 
wife Sue and I are currently on our catamaran Angel Louise, 
which is anchored off Porlamar, Isla de Margarita, Venezuela. 

We've been 
following all 
of Latitude's 
c o v e r a g e 
of the Bis-
marck Din-
ius  case , 
which I fi rst 
l e a r n e d 
a b o u t  i n 
L a t i t u d e . 
I can only 
say thank 
you for your 

good work, as I'm interested in the case both out of profes-
sional curiosity and due to our being full-time liveaboards. 
By the way, both my wife and I hold active Coast Guard 
licenses. 
 Back in 1971, I was the youngest chief prosecutor in the 
nation, having been sworn in as the Jefferson County (Iowa) 
Attorney General just an hour after graduating from law 
school. During my 11 years in that offi ce — where I had two 
highly publicized trials — and from '91 to '07, when I served as 

an Assistant United 
States Attorney, I 
have never seen 
coverage of a case 
that equals the pro-
fessional job that 
Latitude has been Latitude has been Latitude
doing.
 I'm personally 
surprised no charg-
es were ever filed 
against Russell Per-
dock, the operator 
of the powerboat 
that slammed into 
the sailboat, result-
ing in the death of 
L ynn Thornton. 

Based on personal experience, I know how easy it can be for 
a prosecutor to err by putting focus on only one aspect of the 
case, blinding him or her to the rest of it.
 Sue and I fi gured we wouldn't be able to follow much of the 
proceedings after leaving Florida in December of '08, but have 
been pleasantly surprised that this trial has been followed by 

Ed Kelly, the former youngest Chief Prosecu-
tor in the nation.
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Porlamar, Venezuela, known for its fi ne anchorage and 
for dope smuggling.

Yacht Sales

28' Owens Express, 1962
$4,000

30' Island Gypsy, 1982
Fly Bridge Trawler. $59,500

40' Kayot Pontoon Houseboat, 1973 
$16,900

31' Flybridge Silverton, 1978
$12,000

• FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD AND DRY DOCK: 
Haulouts up to 60 tons, expert fi berglass and metal 
work, bottom paint, etc.

• RUNNING GEAR and REFINISHING
• COMPLETE MARINE CHANDLERY
• PARTS and SERVICE• PARTS and SERVICE

5993 Bethel Island Road
PO Box 520, Bethel Island, CA 94511

(925) 684-2330
www.marineemporium.com

since 1968

40' Buchan Sloop, 1958
$19,500

26' Columbia Sloop, 1970
$5,900
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Whether you are replacing one
stanchion or upgrading your entire
boat, we manufacture a complete line
of stanchions, bases and gates.

• Stanchion tubes available in 
3 different tip styles

• Stanchions and gates can 
be made removable or with 
fixed bases. 

Quality stanchions and gates from Garhauer 

M A R I N E   H A R D W A R E

GREAT
GEAR

1082 West Ninth Street, Phone: (909) 985-9993   email: garhauer@garhauermarine.com
Upland, California 91786 FAX: (909) 946-3913 http://www.garhauermarine.com

GREAT
GEAR

GarStanTrn-Ad2.qxd  10/16/08  11:09 AM  Page 1
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the national media. It's an important case. I will await the 
developments of the trial as you report them. In the mean 
time, good job!

Ed & Sue Kelly
Angel Louise

Happily anchored off Isla de Margarita, Venezuela

 Ed and Sue — We hope you've got your PFDs strapped on 
tight because we think you're in danger of going overboard with 
your praise. But thank you.
 And as we hope everyone knows by now, both 'Lectronic
and Latitude 38 (in magazine form, complete with all the ads) 
are available free from our website (www.latitude38.comare available free from our website (www.latitude38.comare available free from our website ( ) ev-
erywhere in the world. Well, maybe not in Iran, North Korea, 
Cuba or China.

⇑⇓PRIVATIZATION IS THE WAY TO GO
 I’ve been so busy sailing in Mexico and travelling around 
that I just got a chance to read the July issue. But I can't 
help commenting on the ridiculous posturing by state legis-
lators who threatened to cut state parks and other popular 
programs — specifi cally the ones that are most visible to the 
public and whose loss would inconvenience taxpayers the 
most — in order to balance the budget.
 Had Angel Island and other facilities been closed, it would 
have been further proof that our state offi cials and staff are 
beyond incompetent, and that, rather than working to meet 
taxpayer needs and requirements, they were solely focused 
on their personal agendas. If the state were to get out of Angel 
Island, and its operation and management were to be leased 
to a private operator that understood the basic concepts of 
responsibility and customer service, the state would not only 
save money, it would gain revenue from the lease. Further-
more, some if not all of the terminated state workers might 
be rehired to continue their work.
 In a previous life, I was a regional manager for a national 
marina management company. In that capacity, I helped 
transform three failing municipal marinas in the Bay Area 
into thriving privately-operated municipal marinas. And I 
have seen numerous other examples of privatization and 
public/private joint ventures work to the benefi t of all con-
cerned. Rates do typically increase for the limited number 
of taxpayers who actually use the facilities, but with market 
forces in place, the increases usually aren't as great as feared. 
Plus, the city and/or state no longer has a losing operation 
that needs to be supported by taxpayer dollars. Unlike the 
government, private operators understand the importance of 
customer service, and typically improve service and mainte-
nance in order to increase customer satisfaction, usage and 
occupancy.
 Despite the numerous successes, there are always those 
so-called public-minded offi cials who argue that privatization 
allows "greedy" (i.e. successful) private companies and indi-
viduals to profi t from the use of public lands at the expense 
of "the people." What they intentionally fail to defi ne in their 
argument is that "the people" they are referring to and pro-
tecting the interests of are, in fact, only themselves, and the 
only potential expense borne will be theirs.
 With certain well thought-out parameters and guidelines 
in place to ensure that the public interests — meaning the 
interests of the real people — are fi rst and foremost, there is 
really no effective argument against privatizing nearly all of 
the parks and recreation activities of state and local govern-
ments. Except, perhaps, for the argument that most of those 
so-called public offi cials will have to look for a new job where 



Your Home Port for Service & Refit

Salt Peanuts, a GP26, was designed by Bay Marine Boatworks’ 
in-house naval architect Brooks Dees. Photo by: Erik Simonson

From yachts to commercial vessels, 
our 88 Ton Travelift, full-service  
yard, on-site naval architect, and 
upcoming yacht center makes us the 
only home port you need.

Full Service Boatyard:

New On-Site Performance Rigging 
by GC Marine Services

GC Marine Services: 415-533-2915

Your Authorized Sales & Service Source For

September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 53



LETTERS

the employers are more discerning.
J. Mills

Location, Catalina 470
San Francisco/Newport Beach/Mazatlan

 J. — We agree that the legislators tried to scare taxpayers 
with proposals that would cut the most visible services and 
cause taxpayers the greatest inconvenience. They sure weren't 
talking about trimming the up to $498,000 a year some govern-
ment employees collect as pensions, were they?
 For philosophical and practical reasons, we've long believed 
that the smaller the government, the more effective and less cor-
rupt it will be. That's why we're strongly in favor of privatizing 
just about all public services — including many of the functions 
currently handled by law enforcement and the judiciary. It's 
worth noting that dysfunctional New Orleans privatized its 
transit system, and while keeping most of the same drivers at 
the same pay rates, managed to cut costs by 30%. Anyone not 
in favor of privatizing BART? It's also worth noting that socialist 
Sweden privatized its postal system with success, and even 
Mayor Daley's Chicago, which is about as union as you can 
get, now saves money by having private companies do what 
more expensive city workers used to do.
 The basic law of all customer satisfaction — as our president 
has been eager to point out when it comes to health care — is 
that when companies and non-profi ts have to compete, the 
customer wins. He knows you get the worst service and the 
smallest bang from your buck from monopolies. Ironically, the 
president seems blind to the fact that the U.S. government is 
the world's biggest monopoly, and he's been growing it at the 
fastest pace in history. No wonder the natives are restless.
 If any mariners question how monumentally incompetent 
government can be, they only need review the 30-year history of 

the state of Ha-
waii's magnifi -
cently bungled 
management of 
the 700-berth 
Ala Wai Yacht 
Harbor in Ho-
nolulu. It was 
as if they had 
the only snow 
cone stand in 
hell, but after 
decades sti l l 
couldn't figure 
out how to make 

a decent snow cone, and despite having a never-ending line 
of eager customers, still managed to lose massive amounts of 
money.
 For younger readers who are going to have to spend a life-
time paying for the wretched excesses of government today, 
the critical decision you're going to have to make is whether 
you're going to demand that the government work for the tax-
payers, or whether you'll continue to allow it to exist to serve 
the two political parties and government workers. It obviously 
should be the former, but at this point it's clearly the latter. Our 
heart goes out to you younger folks, as you're going to have to 
either spend decades in involuntary servitude while you try 
to change the course of the monstrous ship of state, or stage a 
messy revolution.

⇑⇓THE LATITUDE 38 THUMBNAIL CRUISING GUIDELATITUDE 38 THUMBNAIL CRUISING GUIDELATITUDE 38
 We're about to send in our Ha-Ha entry, but are wondering 
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For decades now, the State of Hawaii's pride of 
ownership of the Ala Wai Yacht Harbor has been 
clear for all to see.
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AIS Made Easy!

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers 
enable AIS-capable chart plotters and navigation 
software to see other vessels.  AIS transponders 
allow other vessels to see you. 

For more information contact:

(866) 606-6143
www.MilltechMarine.com

Navigation software displaying AIS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS 
solutions.   Visit our web site for information on:
 AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
 AIS Transponders - including Class B AIS 
 Navigation Software 
 Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product  
online and use 
coupon code 
“LAT38” to get free 
shipping in the U.S.

Latest, most cost-effective 
collision-avoidance solution 

EAGLE (WXX1234)
MMSI: 312345678
Reported via AIS at 13:45
Towing Vessel
Underway with engine at 4:30 kn
346°M / 1.77 NM from boat
47°44.296'N  122°27.312'W



400 Harbor Drive • Sausalito, CA 94965

(415) 332-5432 • (800) 310-5432
Fax: (415) 332-8136

andersonsboat@pacbell.net
www.andersonsboatyard.net

ANDERSON'S  BOAT  YARD

Call now to reserve space for:

• Sprayed racing bottoms

• Custom topside paint jobs

• Complete rigging shop

•	Custom metal fabrication

• Electrical installation & repairs

• Engine service and repower

All of us at Anderson’s 
would like to thank
all our customers
for choosing the

#1 boatyard
on the Bay.

Come see us
for your

boating needs!

The #1 Boat Yard on the Bay!

Before Samba Pa Ti 
swept in Hawaii…

…she was prepped 
at Anderson’s.

Congratulations to John Kilroy and his crew for their clean sweep at the 

2009 TransPac: First to Finish in Division One, the coveted Barn Door for 

Fastest Elapsed Time, and Overall Best Corrected Time. Wow.
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if you can give us some tips on where to stop while making 
our way down to San Diego in September and October. We're 
not ultra-budget cruisers, but we are thrifty, and are looking 
to ease our way into the cruising life.

Buz & Eunice Johnson
Confacimus Navegemus, Ericson 35 

The Delta

Buz and Eunice — Here's our thumbnail report on cruising 
in Southern California:
 Morro Bay — The folks at the Morro Bay YC couldn't be 
more accommodating, and Morro Bay itself is like taking a trip 
back in time. But the harbor entrance can be dangerous when 
a large swell is running, so be careful.
 Cojo Anchorage — Immediately upon passing Pt. Concep-
tion, round up to port, drop the hook, and see how beautiful 
California was 1,000 years ago. There are a number of great 
places to surf in the area, and there won't be any crowds. This 
is an ideal spot to rest for a couple of days after coming down 
the Central coast, but it's also great for walking along the beach 
and soaking up the beauty of a rare, unpopulated part of the 
Southern California coast.
 San Miguel, Santa Rosa and Santa Cruz Islands — There 
are no services or facilities at any of these, but the hiking and 
exploring are great. While the winds tend to be calmer in Sep-
tember and October than the rest of the year, it can still blow 
hard at San Miguel, so be prepared. Santa Cruz is one of the 
best places to segue into the cruising life, and there is surf, 
too.
 Santa Barbara — This truly beautiful city is so clean, tranquil 
and pleasant that we sometimes fi nd it a little disturbing. You 
can either get a slip inside the harbor or anchor out for free 
on either side of the wharf. It can be rolly. If you're a walker, 
jogger or cyclist, this place is paradise, with great waterfront 
paths on either side of the harbor. The Enterprise Fish Company 
on lower State Street, which is within easy walking distance 
of the harbor, has a 5-8 p.m. happy hour that features great 
prices on appetizers and drinks. Walk a little farther up State 
Street and you'll fi nd countless unique — but not necessarily 
inexpensive — restaurants of every type.
 If it's time for a day or two of vacation from your boat, Santa 
Barbara is the place, as Enterprise Rent-a-Car will pick you 
up and drop you off, and you can take great short and me-
dium-length trips to places like the summit of Gibraltar Road, 

Red Rock, the Santa 
Ynez wine country, 
and for back coun-
try lovers, the bear 
country of Zaca Sta-
tion and Figueroa 
M o u n t a i n .  W h o 
knew it could be so 
wild so close to the 
coast? Better yet, 
if you rent a motor-
cycle you can take 
our favorite ride: Up 
Sycamore Canyon, 
through Montecito 

via the Upper Village, along the back roads past Lake Casitas 
to Ojai, at which point it really starts to get good. You make the 
long climb up the mountains of Los Padres National Forest on 
Highway 33 to the barely marked Lockwood Valley Road, then 
crisscross the nearly washed out road on your way through 
rugged high desert and thick pine forests to Fort Tejon on the 

Two Harbors, Catalina, has the best bonfi res 
on the coast.
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
(510) 523-3966

Now in Grand Marina
Stop by our new loft at 2021 Alaska Packer Place

in Alameda and say hello.

Sylvain Barrielle · Synthia Petroka · Jason Crowson

sanfrancisco@ukhalsey.com

www.ukhalsey.com

“Sailing around the world tells 
you which gear and suppliers
you can depend on.
My UK-Halsey sails and their 
lofts never let me down.”

Zac Sunderland at 17 has just become the young-
est sailor to circle the Globe under sail. The sails 
he was under proudly came from UK-Halsey. 
Zac’s voyage put many more miles on them 
than most cruisers will experience in a lifetime. 
He picked UK-Halsey because of our reputa-
tion for sails that are durable enough to handle 
those miles and bring him home safely. Isn’t that 
what you’re looking for in your cruising sails? 
Dacron or laminates: 
we’ve got what you want.

UK-HALSEY’S
BETTER WAY

TO ‘PACK’
Our Lazy Cradle is a better system 
to stow and cover your mainsail. 
Lower profi le (less windage, less 
‘sailing’ at anchor). Better sail-
shaping. Sunbrella color-fast cov-

er can be rolled and stowed on top of your boom 
when sailing, nearly invisible from a hundred feet 
away. Custom-fi tted.

www.ukhalsey.com/sails/lazyCradle
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Discover the finest Marina 
in Baja within a luxurious 

resort setting.

La Paz, Baja California Sur, Mexico

*

**

* future amenities
** spring 2010 

Homes from the $400s to
over $1.5 Million

info@costabajaresort.com
011 52 (612) 121-6225

Contact

(Marina Manager)

VistaMar
R e s i d e n c e s

CostaBaja Beach Club

Inner Marina

Marina Village

minutes from downtown La Paz and offers the closest 
access in Baja to the World Heritage Site islands on the 
Sea of Cortez. Phase II neighborhoods are currently under 
construction, including Las Colinas Hillside Homes alongside 
the golf course and the luxurious VistaMar Residences and 
Casitas. Both afford homeowners sweeping water views 
and the opportunity to live with the marina and first-class 
resort amenities right in their own backyard.

The safe and protected double-basin marina features 250 
slips from 30 to 200 feet, ready to accommodate vessels 
up to 220 feet. Built-in pump out stations, as well as TV 
and internet access are available at each dock, along with 
24-hour security and a complete suite of  (Total Boat 
Care) services from the professional, customer satisfaction-
focused staff. 

Enjoy the Moorings Yacht Charters and the surrounding 
marina village, lined with colorful shops and restaurants, 
offering groceries, boat rentals and charter services for 
diving and fishing expeditions. Take advantage of the shuttle 
service to and from La Paz or access the 120-room resort 
hotel with its swimming pool, fitness room and restaurant. 

Reserve your slip for winter now at Marina CostaBaja.

is located only CostaBaja
Marina

Reserve Your Slip 

in the Sea of Cortez Now
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Highway 5 Grapevine. It's all about twisty two-lane roads 
through nearly unspoiled nature — but it's also about 200 
miles round-trip — so your sore ass will be happy to get back 
on your boat.
 Ventura and Oxnard — While neither of these harbors or 
regions is particularly scenic, it's almost certain that you'll be 
able to fi nd a guest slip. When the surf is up, the bodysurfi ng 
and boogie boarding can be great at Ventura. But use caution 
when entering the harbors if there is a big swell running.
 Marina del Rey — This isn't the most soulful of marinas, 
but hey, it's L.A., and it's easy to get a slip during the fall. The 
jogging and biking trails along the beach go on for miles in 
both directions from Marina del Rey. MDR is also a great base 
for rotating crew, as LAX is right next door. It's also the base 
for 'doing' L.A. If you haven't caught a performance at the Hol-
lywood Bowl or Greek Theatre, or visited historic downtown 
L.A., you should consider it.
 Long Beach — You'll probably be able to fi nd a guest slip at 
the Downtown and Alamitos Bay Marinas, but you can also 
anchor out behind one of the oil islands. Alamitos Bay is more 
convenient than the Downtown Marina for shopping and marine 
supplies, but neither offers many attractions for transients. 
Long Beach gets more wind than almost any coastal town in 
Southern California.
 Catalina — Many Catalina lovers say September is the 
best month of the year and October is the second best. That's 
because the weather is great, the water is about as warm as it 
gets, and the crowds are down. Unless you want to take a moor-
ing — which is a little dear for many cruiser budgets — count 
on having to often anchor in relatively deep water. Avalon is 
a dated tourist town, but it's fun for a day or two, and the 

local supermarket 
is reasonably well 
stocked with fresh 
fruits and veggies. 
Two Harbors, on the 
other hand, is ultra 
basic, and the better 
for it. BBQ ashore 
at night and you'll 
quickly make lots of 
sailing friends. On 
Saturday afternoons 
in the fall, the two 

bars at Two Harbors are inundated with SC football fans. If 
they get too obnoxious — as is their wont — just remind them 
what 42-point underdogs Stanford did to their national cham-
pionship dreams two years ago.
 Newport Beach — Not only does Newport have all the ma-
rine services and supplies a cruiser might need, it's close to 
John Wayne Airport. But best of all, you can anchor for fi ve 
nights free without a permit, or you can pay $5 a night for a 
mooring for up to two weeks. What a deal! The downsides are 
boats supposedly need to be occupied for all but a couple of 
hours a day while in the anchorage, and you have to show up 
at the Sheriff's Offi ce every fi ve days to pay for your mooring. 
If there is a hurricane in Mexico, make sure you stop by The 
Wedge to watch the death-defying bodysurfers. Well, mostly 
death-defying, as earlier this summer one of them was tragi-
cally killed after being thrown into the breakwater. Newport is 
a great place to walk and ride a bike, and you sure don't want 
to miss a ride on the Balboa Ferry.
 Dana Point — You can anchor for free inside and outside 
the breakwater, or you can get a guest slip. There is surfi ng 
at nearby Doheny, but overall Dana Point is one of the more 

White's Landing is the most sheltered free 
anchorage on the face of Catalina.
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Adjacent to South Beach Harbor and AT&T Park  •  Close to dozens of fantastic restaurants and shops

•	Expert advice, sales and 
splicing of Vectran, Spectra, 
Technora, and Dacron by our 
certified splicer

•	Professional survey and tune 
for your rig

•	Standing and running rigging	
replacement

•	Fabrication and hydraulics

•	More than 100,000 miles racing 
and cruising experience

Winning 
Technology for 
the Hot Race or 

the Casual Cruise

Two LocationS
399 Harbor Dr. • Clipper Marina • Sausalito • 415.331.3400

Pier 40 • South Beach Harbor • San Francisco • 415.974.6063

South Beach Riggers

Come visit us today!
  S

OUTH BEACH SAILING CENTER
at the

beautifully renovated Pier 40 in San Francisco

Pier 40, The Embarcadero
 South Beach Harbor, San Francisco

Design, Fine Yacht Upholstery,Fabrication, Etc.Fabrication, Etc.Design, Fine Yacht Upholstery,

YACHT: LIN MAR

415.543.1887
nbmc@earthlink.net

www.northbeachmarinecanvas.com

•	Mobile Service:
	 We Deliver!

•	Washing

•	Waxing

•	Varnishing

•	Interior Cleaning

Complete Yacht Care

Pier 40, South Beach on the Embarcadero • San Francisco

Call Toll Free 888-828-6789

(415) 661-2205

westwinddetailing@sonic.net
www.boatdetailing.com

Serving the entire Bay Area
for more than 20 years

Be Clean and Green

4 1 5 - 3 9 1 - 7 5 5 0
Pier 40 The Embarcadero, SF,  94107

www.calmarineelectronics.com

Includes free 
integration 
consultation.  
Just call the 
number below.

Custom systems 
also available at 
reasonable rates.

$369
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plastic harbors along the California coast.
 Oceanside — This is a small harbor where you can get a 
guest slip. It's not plastic, but there aren't a lot of attractions 
for visitors either.
 San Diego — If you take the Misson Bay turnoff, you can 
anchor free for 72 hours at Mariners' Basin. The Police Dock is 
the prime budget berthing option in San Diego Bay, but they 
don't take reservations and it's always packed in the fall. San 
Diego's A-8 anchorage offers up to three months of free anchor-
ing for out-of-county boats, but you have to get a permit fi rst 
from the Harbor Police, and it gets crowded just before the Ha-
Ha. If you do anchor there, you land your dinghy about halfway 
between the downtown area and the Shelter Island marine 
services. It's a long walk to either place, so a bike really helps. 
West Marine runs a free shuttle between their stores and most 
marinas and anchorages just prior to the Ha-Ha. In years past 
it was diffi cult to get a berth in San Diego, but not any more. 
We're not saying that slips are cheap, just that they should be 
available. San Diego has a number of interesting things to see 
and do, but we know you'll be too busy with last minute boat 
projects to enjoy them. Chula Vista Marina, farther down the 
bay, also usually has slips.
 A lot of people mock sailing in Southern California, and there 
are times and areas where it's pretty pedestrian compared to 
San Francisco Bay. However, there is fi ne sailing to be had 
between Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz Island, between Santa 
Barbara or Oxnard and Marina del Rey, and between Catalina 
and the mainland. Not every day, mind you, but quite often. 
The spinnaker run from Santa Barbara to either Marina del 
Rey or Catalina is a perfect tune-up for the Ha-Ha itself.
 Enjoy!

⇑⇓STILL LIVIN' LA VIDA LOCA AT 66LA VIDA LOCA AT 66LA VIDA LOCA
 As skipper of the '79 Newport 30 Desert Wind — winner Desert Wind — winner Desert Wind
of the 'Spirit of the Ha-Ha' award in the '08 Ha-Ha — I must 
respond to some of the letters that Latitude receives. and Latitude receives. and Latitude
manfully publishes, that tend to be derogatory about what 
you do or don’t do.
 Given the planning and preparation that the Poobah and 
Assistant Poobah have to put into each Ha-Ha, and all the data 
and boats they manage during the event, I can't imagine how 

anyone could be critical. 
I thought you made a 
superb effort, and that 
it resulted in most, if not 
all, of the participants' 
having a great time.
   By the way, I'm cur-
rently cruising my old 
boat from Vancouver to 
Alaska, having put 1,500 
miles under the keel with 
another 500 to go. While 
I am singlehanding, there 
are two other boats from 
New Mexico that are 
making the same trip. 
We've seen some amazing 
sights: calving glaciers 
in Glacier Bay and Tracy 
Arm, pods of orcas and 

“bubble netting” humpback whales, salmon fi ghting their way 
upstream to ancient spawning grounds and black and brown 
bears (up close) in Anan Bear State Park feeding on some of 
those salmon while bald eagles soar and do their own brand 

At 66, Stan Hafenfeld is living twice the 
life of most 33-year-olds.
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★ New Cruising and Racing Sails
★ Full Production/Service Loft
★ Repairs, Recuts, Roller-Furler 

Conversions
★ Strontrack, ATN, Dutchman,

Nauteek SC200
★ Canvas Work
★ Call for Expert Advice

Hogin Sail Makers
1801-D Clement Ave.
Alameda, CA 94501

Mon-Fri 8:30am to 5pm
Saturday by appointment only

sales@hoginsails.com
service@hoginsails.com

www.hoginsails.com

HOGIN SAILS

510.523.4388
Providing the Bay Area with
Quality Sails and Service

since 1978

Bring  your sails by
for a free evaluation.
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of fi shing.
 In part, I was compelled to attempt this trip due to articles 
in Latitude, and your careful but easygoing attitude toward 
cruising and the general enjoyment of life. Many thanks for 
the encouragement!

Stan Hafenfeld
Desert Wind, Newport 30

Elephant Butte, NM / Currently in Ketchikan, AK

Stan — Maybe we're just insensitive, but we can't remember 
any complaints about the last couple of Ha-Ha's. Nonetheless, 
we encourage 'suggestions' as they help us revisit aspects of 
the Ha-Ha to see if we might be able to improve them.
 But overall, we think the success of the Ha-Ha speaks for 
itself. And there is nothing that makes us happier than to see 
the number of people who return to do their second, third or 
fourth Ha-Ha.
 As for inspirations, you're the man, Stan. At 66 years of age, 
you've taken a relatively small and inexpesive boat, and are 
living life to the hilt. If it weren't for people like you, we wouldn't 
be doing this. 

⇑⇓WHAT'S GOOD FOR THE EAGLE SCOUT . . .
 There has been some discussion about who should pay for 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars of expenses incurred 
by the Coast Guard when they rescued a Frenchman who 
called for help just 150 miles into his third failed attempt to 
row across the Atlantic.
 I'm not exactly sure where I stand on the controversy, 
but I note that the state of New Hampshire is going after 18-
year-old Eagle Scout Scott Mason to recover some or all the 
of the $25,000 they spent rescuing him from Mt. Washington. 
The search had to be launched after Mason had gone off the 
marked trails and become incapacitated as a result of sprain-
ing his ankle. It was nine years ago that New Hampshire 
passed a law that enables them to go after people who need 
to be rescued.
 If we're asking U.S. Eagle Scouts to help defray the costs 
of their rescues, shouldn't we be doing the same for French 
oarsmen?

Scott Strepp
New Hampshire

⇑⇓STUPID IS AS STUPID DOES
 Andy Deering’s June issue letter — in which he said that 
he eschews safety gear such as EPIRBs and liferafts — was 
cynical and witless. Moreover, it is double dumb. I realize that 
an indictment of this sort requires some defense — although 
not a lot, as Deering’s missive speaks for itself.
 As a long distance ocean racer who is over 60 years of 
age, I wish to note that there is a distinction between being 
a safety gear "freak," and being appropriately mindful of the 
need for such gear. Deering suggests no liferaft! No means of 
long distance emergency communication! That, Mr. Deering, 
is a reckless disregard for safety and is double dumb.
 For Deering to have the temerity to attack those of us who 
are safety-gear-conscious, and to further pin this "malady" 
on those of us who are closer to the twilight than the dawn 
of our careers, is cynical in the extreme. While we don’t dwell 
on the fact, what we do is dangerous.
 As a skipper, I am not responsible only for my own life, but 
for the lives and safety of my crew. I owe taking safety seri-
ously to them and to our loved ones. I, for one, am grateful 
that Deering is not in the TransPac YC race committee.
 Granted, safety gear can be taken too far. On that account, 

Page 62  •  Latitude 38  •  September, 2009

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:

Rig Your Boat
for Cruising!

Complete Rigging Packages
Standing Rigging • Running Rigging • Ground Tackle

Opening September 4th!
Seattle, WA
1275 Westlake Ave.Ave.A N
(206) 292-8663

San Diego, CA
1250 Rosecrans St.
(619) 255-8844

Alameda, CA
730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

Annapolis, MD
113 Hillsmere Dr.
(410) 268-0129

Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2300 S. Federal Hwy.
(954) 527-5540

Rock Hill, SC
860 Marine Dr.
(803) 909-6280



September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 63

Marine Financial Services
"A better way to get a boat loan."

Northern California
Bill Kinstler

866-486-2628 
dimenmarine@pacbell.netB

oa
t 

L
oa

ns Loans Starting 
at $25,000

Fixed Rates

New and Used

Liveaboard

MARITIME INSTITUTE
To enroll or for more info: www.MaritimeInstitute.com 

or CALL TOLL FREE 888-262-8020

We now offer courses OnLine!

CAPTAIN’S COURSES
Classroom classes in 15 cities and now Online!

U.S. Coast Guard 
approved courses and testing.

Approved for Veterans.

We believe the interactions and structure of a 
classroom provide the best training experience. 
Even so, for some students attending a scheduled 
course just isn’t possible. There is a solution.

Whether you choose traditional classroom or the new 
online courses, rest assured we’ll hold to the same 
high standards we’ve maintained for over thirty years.

Our next San Rafael class begins Oct. 19th
Check our website schedule for other locations and courses.

Classroom or Online?

Yanmar 4jH4 Series kits offered with Balmar™ Alt.

Yanmar 4jH4 Series Second Alternator Mount Kit

2ND ALTERNATOR KITS and

SERPENTINE‐BELT CONVERSION 

KITS for High‐Charge Output

www.altmount.com 415‐773‐0453
AltMount, Inc. San Francisco, CA

contact us... the “blue pulley” guys

Charge your battery bank quicker

Emergency backup alternator

Electrical power when needed

Reduced vibration

No belt slipping

Standard belt load

and it’s BLUE!



LETTERS

Page 64  •  Latitude 38  •  September, 2009

my opening sentence was not quite accurate. Mr. Deering 
thinks he‘s a wit. I think he’s half right.

Chip Megeath
Criminal Mischief, R/P 45Criminal Mischief, R/P 45Criminal Mischief

Tiburon

 Readers — Megeath took fi rst place in class in the recently 
completed TransPac.

⇑⇓ESCALERA NAUTICA
 I was hoping for the best for Mexico's $2 billion 'Nautical 
Stairway' program, instigated by former President Vicente Fox 
in '01, which called for building a 'stairway' of marinas and 
tourist sites along the Pacifi c Coast of Baja, both sides of the 
Sea of Cortez, and as far south on the mainland as San Blas. 
The idea was that if West Coast mariners never had to travel 
more than 120 miles to their next stop — in theory, one day's 
travel by boat — it would bring much more nautical tourism 
to Baja's 2,000 miles of coastline as well as another 1,000 
miles of the mainland coast. The plan called for 22 full-ser-
vice marinas, fi ve of which already existed, seven that existed 
but needed to be rebuilt, and 10 that would be built new. It 
also called for construction of a 70-mile 'land bridge' across 
the Baja Peninsula so yachts up to 55 feet could be trucked 
across Baja without having to take their masts down.
 Alas, the Mexican government has now decided that the 
project can't be salvaged. It's too bad, for as with many of 
the Vicente Fox initiatives, it had promise. But Mexico being 
the Mexico that it is, it was impossible for things to not go 
wrong with something so great. The problems that caused 
the demise were overcharging, huge areas left undeveloped, 
expensive equipment sitting idle, and a hands-off manage-
ment in Mexico City that thought no price was too high for 
gringos.
 The Nautical Stairway was one of the best ideas for cruisers 
in a long time, so it's too bad that it didn't turn out.

Jim Barden
Ann Marie, Morgan 28

Marina del Rey

 Jim — We're sorry to have to disagree with you so completely, 
but the grandiose Nautical Stairway failed because it was a 
dumb idea, and is just another example of the poor record 
central governments have in trying to anticipate and dictate 

consumer demand. 
From day one, we 
characterized the 
Nautical Stairway 
plan as "insane," 
l ong  be fo re  the 
likes of the Packard 
Foundation did a big 
study and came to 
the same conclusion. 
Why? First, because 
mariners were not 
clamoring for the fa-
cilities and services 
being proposed. In-

deed, most cruisers vehemently objected to the concept of 
'resorting up' Baja, saying it would ruin the very reason they 
wanted to go there in the fi rst place. Second, the project was 
based on the preposterous assumption that, if built, 76,000 
American boats would cruise down to Mexico each winter to 
make use of the facilities. Right. Every marina in California 

The never-used breakwater at Santa Rosa-
lalita was just one of many unnecessary 
steps in the Nautical Stairway.
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would empty each winter because everyone would be taking 
the 'stairway' to Mexico. Third, because neither private inves-
tors nor the government ever seemed to appreciate the inherent 
problem with Baja north of La Paz, which is that it's too cold 
in the winter and too hot in the summer. There are some great 
months in the spring and fall, but it's hard to sustain develop-
ments on two such short periods in a year. As foolish as the 
Nautical Stairway project was, it couldn't be stopped because 
the government offi cials driving it had nothing to lose.
 We also disagree with you when you say that what was 
built didn't work for cruisers. That's only half true. In some 
places, such as Puerto Escondido, where a large cruising fl eet 
was driven out by wildly overpriced moorings that never had 
an occupancy rate over two or three percent, it was indeed a 
disaster. In other places, such as the Singlar facility in Mazatlan 
and Guaymas, cruisers seem to be very happy with the facilities. 
And in other places where the facilites are being only lightly 
used, what skin is it off cruisers' butts? Furthermore, the Singlar-
branded facilities were not always overpriced. In La Paz, for 
example, Singlar's Fidepaz Marina, while not the best marina 
in La Paz, is at least the most affordable. No, the people who 
really got screwed are the Mexican taxpayers, who will have 
gotten almost nothing in return for their government's having 
foolishly invested nearly $1.5 billion dollars of their money.
 To be fair, FONATUR, Mexico's tourist development agency 
which was behind the Nautical Stairway project, has had some 
good to excellent success with resort development in places such 
as Los Cabos, Ixtapa and Cancun. But when it came to nautical 
tourism, they had no idea what they were dealing with.

⇑⇓THAT PIC KEEPS LATITUDE FROM BECOMING BLANDLATITUDE FROM BECOMING BLANDLATITUDE
 I had previously seen the graphic photo of the man impaled 
on a post that you used in the story regarding the Bismarck 
Dinus trial. It's a disturbing photo, but I understand your 
attempt to shed light on the danger high boat speeds bring 
to safety.
 By the way, the photo compelled me to visit Snopes.com. 
According to that rumor tracking site, the victim had been in a 
truck accident, and the post had entered the cab and impaled 
him. When I fi rst saw the photo, I wondered if he survived. 
Snopes says that he did initially, but died of an infection three Snopes says that he did initially, but died of an infection three Snopes
days later after emergency surgery.
 I agree with your withdrawing the photo, but I encour-
age you to walk the edge of editorial license to avoid a bland 
publication.

Steve Frost
Cepheus Dream, Catalina 36

Alameda

 Steve — According to the copy that came with the photo 
from Birdman Livingston of the Wylie 38 Punk Dolphin in 
Pt. Richmond, this is the story: "This is an actual emergency 
room photo of a fi sherman who lost control of his high speed 
bass boat in West Virginia. The wardens believe that he was 
traveling at a speed of approximately 75 mph at the time of 
the accident, and had been unable to negotiate a curve in the 
narrow waterway. Unfortunately for him, upon striking the 
shoreline, he was ejected from the boat and landed on an old 
fence post. The good news is after about six months, the man 
made a full recovery from a shattered hip, broken leg, several 
broken ribs, internal injuries and soft tissue damage. The doc-
tors credited his recovery to the fact that the post lodged itself 
so tightly that there was little or no blood loss."
 We think the Snopes' explanation of the photo sounds highly 
unlikely. After all, it's diffi cult for us to believe such a thick post 
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could have passed through the front of a truck, without being 
badly blunted, and have still had the force to penetrate all the 
way through the large man's torso.

⇑⇓AN OPINION FROM THE TRAUMA ROOM⇑⇓AN OPINION FROM THE TRAUMA ROOM⇑⇓
 I am sorry you took so much fl ak for the picture of the 
impaled gentleman. I thought it very clearly drove home the 
point of water safety. I'm a trauma nurse, however, so I realize 
that fact may have skewed my opinion. People need to realize 
that the seemingly impossible can and does happen through 
carelessness.

Elizabeth Ogden
Clear Lake, TX

 Readers — Latitude also received a call from Michael Ce-
hand, a former paramedic. He "totally supported" our running 
the photo too.

⇑⇓"THE ONLY TIME I'VE DISAGREED WITH YOU"
 One of the things I admire most about Latitude is that once Latitude is that once Latitude
in a while you decide you were wrong, and admit it. So it was 
with the photo of the impaled man. I think your running the 
photo was almost the only time I have disagreed with you on 
anything — and I have been a fan since the beginning when I 
was boating out of Berkeley. Being in Alaska, I miss the maga-
zine, but now that it’s on the web, I’m a pretty happy guy.

Jeff Coult
Arctic Traveller, Defever 49

Juneau, AK

⇑⇓POOR TASTE AND A LACK OF EDUCATION
 That was a bad picture. I would not send it to anyone. Ac-
centuate the positive and never dwell on man’s suffering. It 
shows poor taste and a lack of education. You can do better.

Don Lounibos
Esprit, S2
Sausalito

Don — If you have a complaint with our education, we sug-
gest you take it up with the dean at U.C. Berkeley.

⇑⇓PEOPLE NEED TO UNDERSTAND CAUSE AND EFFECT
 I disagree with your decision to pull the photo. People 
need to see the possible outcomes of foolish behavior so they 
can think about their own actions. A picture being worth a 
thousand words, you achieved more by showing it than you 
could have done by describing it. It's a pity that we are now 
so politically correct that we must never be upset by real life. I 
would be interested in knowing what percentage of your total 
readership was upset by the picture. Perhaps this was another 
instance where a vociferous minority adversely affected the 
lives of the rest of us.

Richard Scott
Dallas, TX

Richard — We've received more letters saying that we 
should not have pulled it than letters saying we should have 
pulled it. We don't think those who objected to the photo were 
being "vociferous" in a ranting sense, but they were genuinely 
upset.

⇑⇓DARWINISM AT WORK
 I kind of like the impaled man photo. Not because the im-
age is clearly Darwinism at work, but more because I share 
your rage at the obtuse reasoning of Lake County offi cials in 
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the Bismarck Dinius case. I can’t and don’t understand why 
State Attorney General Jerry Brown hasn't become involved 
— except that our government means to send some sort of 
message damning the lifestyle of just about every sailor. As 
much as I can see the health merits of reduced alcohol con-
sumption, there remains in my mind no earthly reason anyone 
should be allowed to use his boat as a weapon simply because 
he is a cop — who I suspect was probably drunk himself.

Dave Wilhite
Bellingham, WA

 Readers — For the record, a few months ago Wilhite came 
as close as you can to dying on a boat during rough conditions 
outside the Gate. Also for the record, having read most of the 
case information, as well as between the lines, we're not en-
tirely sure Deputy Perdock was drunk when he slammed his 
boat into Beats Workin' II. We think he is guilty of negligence 
in the death of Lynn Thornton, but probably not as a result of 
being drunk.

⇑⇓NEXT TIME, WE PROMISE
 If you want to run gruesome photos in the future, you could 
post them separately, then write a warning and a link to the 
photo. That way no one would be involuntarily subjected to 
something they really don’t want to see.

Jeff Berman
Perseverance, Catalina36

Alameda

 Jeff — In retrospect, that's exactly what we should have 
done.

⇑⇓TOO MANY DRUNKEN FOOLS ON LAKES
 Sorry to hear that so many people complained about the 
photo of the impaled speeder. Although I am a sailor who 
usually moves at less than 10 knots, the photo was a perfect 
reminder of how quickly seemingly 'cool' maneuvers can end 
in a not-so-cool way.
 It’s also a key reason that I started my kids sailing in the 
Pacifi c rather than our local lakes — the latter are fi lled with 
drunken fools who don’t understand that they are driving a 
weapon.
 Thank you for your tenacious coverage of Bismarck Dinius’ 
plight. I grew up waterskiing on Clear Lake, which makes the 
story that much closer to home. It’s nice to see that national 
outlets such as Boat/US and others have picked up on it too. 
A tremendous thanks to Latitude for this and so many other Latitude for this and so many other Latitude
great articles about the world of sailing.

David Gauny
Smart Money, Catalina 400

Ventura

⇑⇓SOMETIMES RIGHTS CAN BE WRONG
 On July 19, while leaving the St. Francis YC harbor after 
the Simpson Regatta, we literally had a run-in with a 48-ft 
boat. We were sailing downwind under main only on starboard 
tack. The much bigger boat was behind us, on port tack, with 
her huge main boomed out across most of the channel. She 
was going considerably faster than we were and overtaking 
us. This might not have been a problem but, at the time, the 
tug Brandy Bar and her barge were anchored in the chan-Brandy Bar and her barge were anchored in the chan-Brandy Bar
nel across from the large sandbar near the harbor entrance, 
making the channel entrance less than 30 feet wide. As we 
approached this bottleneck, it became clear we were going to 
have a problem.
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 "Can't your boat go any faster?" shouted the skipper of the 
much larger overtaking boat. We yelled back that we were 
under sail only, that we were the stand-on vessel, and that as 
the overtaking vessel it was his responsibility to avoid us.
 Well, he didn't. We had to haul in our main to try to pre-
vent his unusually long boom from hitting our main, risking 
a serious round-up into the tug boat in the process. Despite 
this, his boom hit our mainsail as he sailed by, and we nar-
rowly missed hitting Brandy Bar.
 The skipper's sarcastic response to our repeated calls that 
he was breaking several rules was, "I'm glad you guys know 
the rules." He didn't even check to see if he'd caused any 
damage.
 Thankfully, no one on our boat was hurt, and he didn’t 
cause any damage. But that skipper clearly needs a refresher 
in the Rules of the Road, specifi cally Rule 6a (safe speed in 
proximity of navigational hazards), Rule 8 (action to avoid col-
lision), Rule 12a (starboard/port, windward/leeward rights), 
and most prominent, Rule 13 (overtaking).
 Also applicable are Rules 16 and 17: I believe we, as the 
stand-on vessel, fulfi lled the obligations set forth in Rule 17, 
including (b)”When, from any cause, the vessel required to 
keep her course and speed fi nds herself so close that collision 
cannot be avoided by the action of the give-way vessel alone, 
she shall take such action as will best aid to avoid collision” 
— namely pulling our mainsail inboard to avoid more serious 
contact, while Rule 16’s “early and substantial action to keep 
well clear” was certainly not fulfi lled by the other boat.
 Will the editor please print the applicable rules so that the 
skipper of the other boat can review them? Such a large, fast 
boat being driven by a reckless skipper is a danger to others’ 
lives and property. Is there any recourse we have against this 
skipper, besides letting your readers know to keep a wary eye 
out for him as he comes charging down on them?

Jordan Primus, Kelly Ryan, Marnie Roach
Crew

Little Wing, J/24

 Jordan, Kelly and Marnie — As you no doubt noticed, we 
omitted the name of the other vessel. We didn't see the incident, 
so it's impossible for us to make a judgment about it.
 The way you tell it, you had the rules in your favor. But even 
if that's true, we wonder if you've considered the possibility that 
you could have handled the situation differently. After all, it's 
quite a ways from the St. Francis YC basin to the bottleneck, 
it's not as if either of your boats were doing 10 knots. And your 
J/24 is nimble as can be. Did none of you anticipate there was 
going to be a problem at the bottleneck? Did none of you realize 
that you, on the much smaller and more nimble boat, could have 
most easily defused the situation? We think that whipping a 
180° turn into the wind long before you got to the bottleneck 
— not pulling in your main at the last second before contact 
— is what Rule 16 means by "early and substantial action." 
The overriding consideration, particularly in narrow fairways 
or in situations where the other skipper has gotten himself into 
a box, is not to sit on your rights no matter what, but to avoid 
getting into a situation where it's impossible to avoid contact. 
We can think of countless situations when we voluntarily gave 
up our rights to prevent a potentially dangerous situation from 
developing.
 Like we say, we didn't see what happened, so we're only 
speaking in the most general of terms.

⇑⇓BLOOD ON THE FACE, BLOOD ON THE ENGINE
 The bloodied face of Liz Clark wearing a headlamp didn’t 
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jibe with a surfi ng accident, as you suggested in the July 24 
'Lectronic. Those lights are a mainstay of boat repairs, as they 
allow you to see while freeing up both hands.
 While cruising on our Wauquiez 45 Suzy Q, I found that 
a little blood-letting, along with a colorful string of curses, 
worked wonders in getting whatever was broken this time 
fi xed.

Joe & Susan Altman
Suzy Q, Wauquiez 45

Aromas, CA

Joe and Susan — We thought Liz was just using the head-
lamp to better see the pieces of coral she needed to pull out of 
her cheek. But as it turned out, you're right, it was an engine 

room accident. "My face was 
bloodied as a result of an acci-
dent in Swell's engine compart-
ment," Liz wrote to us. "I was 
trying to realign my engine after 
replacing the motor mounts. I 
pulled the rubber vibration boot 
out of the rear block, but it was 
impossible to push it back in. 
So I borrowed a car jack to try 
to push it down, and had to put 
a piece of wood between the 
ceiling of the engine room and 
the jack. By the end of the day 
I was tired and frustrated, and 
I put too much force on the jack. 
The space was really tight, and 
my head needed to be right next 
to the jack for leverage. The jack 
slipped off the wood and fl ew 
into my face. It was no fun. It 
would have been cooler if I'd 

wounded myself on a reef, but it just didn't happen that way. 
Anyway, I went to a friend who is a nurse, and she put a but-
terfl y strip on it. It kept me out of the water for a week, but it's 
healing well."

⇑⇓KING RICHARD TAKES A BITE OF HUMBLE PIE
 LaDonna Bubak, one of the editors at Latitude, should 
raise her jolly roger for her good shot over the bow. I'm refer-
ring to how she "hijacked" the publisher's editorial defense 
of Liz Clark asking for money. I’ve enjoyed 'tude for its sail-'tude for its sail-'tude
ing knowledge and editorial content for 31 years, and the 
publisher is spot on with his rebuttals 98% of the time. But 
methinks that this time a young surfer girl may have blurred 
his thoughts. It can happen us males in our 60s. So thank you 
very much, LaDonna, for what I believe was a much needed 
different perspective.

Doug Royer
Club Nautique

Danville

Doug — If we have a soft spot for Liz, it's not because she's 
young and attractive and we have the hots for her. No, it's 
because she reminds of us of our daughter, who is the same 
age, who has the same very fair skin, and who has a milder 
form of Liz's adventurous spirit.
 While we understand and respect your and LaDonna's 
viewpoint, we're sticking with ours. What we think you don't 
see about Liz is that she's truly different, an emerging vaga-
bonding poet, if you will. And god knows we need more of those 

Is an engine room mishap any 
less "cool" than a surfi ng ac-
cident? 
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and fewer lawyers. It's all the better because Liz has not just 
sipped from the Kool-Aid of the ultra-simple, eco-conscious, 
Mother Earth-loving, all-people-are-brothers outlook on life, but 
has chugged it.
 It just so happens that we recently bumped into Holly Scott, 
who is the owner of the Long Beach-based Cal 40 Mahalo, 
a three-time vet of the Ha-Ha, and a delivery skipper. Holly 
mentioned that while in Hawaii preparing the SC 52 Paranoia
for delivery back to California, she'd bumped into Liz. Having 
contributed a used Cal 40 headsail to Liz's adventure, Holly 
told us that Liz had sent her three black pearls as thanks, but 
even more importantly, included the most beautifully composed 
and hand-drawn thank you note.
 It was at that point we mentioned that some readers — and 
LaDonna — thought it was in bad taste for Liz to have asked 
for money. It might have been the fact that Holly had just got-
ten off the boat at the end of the delivery from Hawaii and had 
just fi nished her fi rst cocktail, but her eyes quickly darkened 
and she fairly exploded: "Fuck that! Liz is special. She's got it 
right here," Holly said, pounding on her heart. "I've met a lot 
of cruisers, and some of them are assholes. But Liz isn't. And 
having been in the sailing industry for many years, I've met a 
lot of famous women sailors, and not all of them are so nice. 
Liz is a ray of sunshine. I totally support what she's doing."
 Also stepping in to defend Liz was Betsy Crowfoot, a long-
time sailing journalist, who had been part of Holly's delivery 
crew to the mainland, and who had been onboard with Liz 
when she did her fi rst sail in preparation of her surfi ng safari 
under sail. In a milder tone, Betsy said, "A lot of people don't 
know the background to Liz's story. She was working as a wait-
ress when she happened to cross paths with Barry Schulyer of 
Santa Barbara at some kind of environmental fundraiser. Barry 
and his wife Jean have been huge supporters of women's sail-
ing projects for years. Barry, for example, was a big supporter 
of Dawn Riley's America True campaign for the America's Cup. 
And I've done three all-women's TransPac races that wouldn't 
have happened without Barry's fi nancial support. Barry was 
looking to support a woman's sailing adventure such as the one 
Liz wanted to do. They met by happenstance, and it went from 
there. But Liz is far from the only woman who has benefi ted 
from Barry's sailing philanthropy. As for myself, I think what 
Liz is doing is wonderful, and I fully support her, too."

⇑⇓WHAT KIND OF SACRIFICES HAS SHE MADE?
 Thank you Latitude editor LaDonna Bubak for your take on Latitude editor LaDonna Bubak for your take on Latitude
Liz Clark asking for money. You and Kathe Hashimoto, who 
said the same thing, echo my sentiments. I think it's great 
that Liz is able to follow her dream, albeit on someone else’s 
dime. As I recall fi rst reading about her venture, she had a 
benefactor supply her with the Cal 40. Liz seems to have 
captured the attention and admiration of some infl uential 
supporters/advocates.
 Most cruisers doing what Liz is doing do so after some sig-
nifi cant sacrifi ce. I wonder why we don’t see calls for fi nancial 
help in Latitude from the many cruisiers who lost a rig, an Latitude from the many cruisiers who lost a rig, an Latitude
engine, or transmission and had to limp home and go back 
to work, or simply end their cruise. Liz appears to be a good 
steward of the boat provided her, and has apparently worked 
hard maintaining the boat. I applaud her. I just don’t recall 
reading much about any sacrifi ces she made to launch her 
dream.
 For the publisher of Latitude to suggest that anyone who Latitude to suggest that anyone who Latitude
challenges her request for money is “overly grouchy or has 
something against everyone who receives money from others 
to go sailing” is a little bit defensive, and I think misses the 
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port, and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

point. But then, it is his magazine and he has the right to 
support whom he chooses.

Mike Robinson
Pt. Richmond

 Mike — As a reader of Latitude, you have as much right 
to disagree with our opinions as we have to express them, so 
always feel free to disagree with us.
 What we have trouble seeing is the distinction between 
Liz being open to receiving contributions to her adventure 
and other sailors who have done the same thing. And there 
are zillions of them, from sailors in youth sailing programs, in 
Olympic programs, in America's Cup programs. So what's the 
difference between a yacht club asking members to support a 
specifi c program to benefi t a couple of youth sailors they don't 
even know and Liz asking Latitude readers — whom she's 
entertained with many articles — if they'd like to chip in to her 
adventure?

⇑⇓IS PETALUMA SAFE FOR BOATERS?
 A few years ago sailors who spent the night in the Petaluma 
Turning Basin reported a lot of crime and vandalism to their 
boats. Do you know if the situation has improved?

Chris Eldon
Chinook, Tiara 4000 Express Cruiser

San Francisco

 Chris — We put your question on 'Lectronic so you could get 
an answer in time for this month's issue and before the season 
was over. We got lots of feedback, all of it overwhelmingly posi-
tive. Get all the details on taking your boat up to Petaluma in 
this month's Sightings.

⇑⇓PETALUMA HAS GREAT ATMOSPHERE AND PEOPLE
 We visited Petaluma in July and had a great time — as 
we have on every trip there in the past several years. The 
town has great atmosphere, wonderful restaurants, and very 
friendly and helpful people — including the bridgetender. For 
those planning a similar trip, we suggest an early morning 
departure to avoid the afternoon chop on San Pablo Bay, and 
we remind everyone that the channel between San Pablo Bay 
and the Petaluma River must be followed carefully to avoid 
running aground.

Michael  Mellon
La Vida, Catalina 320

Belvedere

⇑⇓LOW TIDE IS THE ONLY PROBLEM IN PETALUMA
 The Richmond YC had a 16-boat cruise to the Petaluma 
Turning Basin on April 24-26. The security was excellent and 
there were no incidents — except having to wait for the tide 
so we could get away from the dock on the second day.

Bill Gage
Quintana Roo, Catalina 36 Mk II 

Point Richmond
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	 Eight bells.
	 There's a bumper sticker that's a favorite among many 
Laser Master's sailors that reads, "Cheat the nursing home, 
die on your Laser." Tahoe-based Tony Dahlman did just that, 
but at too young an age, on August 14 at the Laser Master's 
Nationals in Monterey. He was on the water when he suf-
fered a fatal stroke. The 61-year-old is remembered fondly in 
an article by fellow Laser sailor Buff Wendt that you can find 
by searching "Remembering Tony" at www.sierrasun.com.
	
	 A little light bathroom reading.
	 Mark Reed of the Portland-based Ericson 38 Southern Cross 
warns sailors about an unusual "hazard" along the northern 

California coast: 
"Folks should 
not pass down-
wind of Reading 
Rock, between 
Crescent City 
and Trinidad, 
too closely. It's 
covered with 
sea lions all the 
way to its 100-ft 
peak. Phew!" 

	 	 Reed, who 
is on his way 
to Mexico with 
wife Vicki, also 
notes that the 

new Eureka Public Marina is "beautiful and well-run." Have 
you been to the new marina? If so share your experiences (and 
photos) with LaDonna Bubak at ladonna@latitude38.com.

	 Three cheers for the good guys.
	 With its headquarters on Alameda Island, the Coast 
Guard's Eleventh District conducts operations in coastal wa-
ters as far south as Central and South America and more than 
1,000 miles offshore. Over 3.3 million square miles of open 
ocean are within its purview when conducting search and 
rescue, law enforcement, and homeland security operations. 

The states of 
C a l i f o r n i a , 
Arizona, Ne-
vada and Utah 
are within its 
realm.
	 In fiscal year 
2008, Eleventh 
Coast Guard 
District units 
responded to 
2,614 Search 
and Rescue 
cases, saving 

over 503 lives — more than one a day, every day of the year 
— and 14 million dollars in property. 
	 In addition to conducting thousands of commercial ves-
sel inspections, their offices issued 8,942 merchant mariner 
documents and licenses, Coast Guard and US Navy assets 
under the tactical control of the District prosecuted 36 major 
counter-drug cases in the eastern Pacific Ocean, interdict-
ing more than 3.5 tons of marijuana and 47 tons of cocaine. 
Those numbers represented 61% of the entire Coast Guard's 
total for that year.
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continued on outside column of next sightings page

the jewel sparkles once again
	 The Petaluma Turning Basin has long been a prized destination 
for Bay Area sailors, but a few years ago, crime against boats — from 
slashed cockpit cushions to boats being set adrift — became a prob-
lem. The unsecured docks allowed vandals access to visiting boats, 
and the Turning Basin earned an unsavory reputation.
	 So when Latitude reader Chris Eldon emailed to find out if the situ-
ation had improved (see page 78 for the full letter), we contacted the 
Petaluma Visitor Center to find out. According to Lisle Lee, security 
gates installed around the basin have essentially brought a halt to 
vandalistic incidents. “The docks are open during the day but require 
a code at night,” Lee said.
	 But we wanted a broader perspective so, in the August 10 edition 
of ‘Lectronic Latitude, we asked readers about their recent experiences. 
Rod Williams of the Alameda-based Catalina 42 Azure was just one 
of nearly two dozen readers who confirmed that all’s 
well at Petaluma.
	 “We’ve made annual trips to the Turning Basin for 
the last several years,” Williams wrote. “The locking 
gates have made a world of difference on the docks 
at night. Before they were installed, groups of bored 
teenagers congregated at the far end of the dock 
(below the yacht club) to hang out. They were never 
rude to us, but they could get loud late at night. 
A friend once found trash left on his deck, and we 
often noted fresh graffiti written and carved onto the 
wooden dock but we never experienced any theft or 
vandalism. Despite the minor annoyances, we still 
found Petaluma to be a charming place to visit.”
	 Mark and Patty Thompson reported a similar 
experience: “Over this July 4 weekend, we took our 
Catalina 380 Seaya to the Turning Basin. The trip 
up the river is beautiful with the vineyards and 
golden hills as a backdrop, and the bridge operator could not have 

been more friendly and profes-
sional on the radio. The Turn-
ing Basin itself is quite charm-
ing, and there are probably a 
couple dozen great places to 
eat and drink within a 1/2-
mile walking distance. We felt 
completely safe the whole time. 
We didn’t even think twice 
about allowing two 11-year-old 
girls the freedom to go to the 
ice cream parlor on their own. 
It was a great trip and, as we 
left, we were already talking 
about coming back.”
	 Several readers noted that, 
on busy summer weekends, 
stern-tying might be required 
in order to fit more boats on 
the first-come-first-served 
docks. San Francisco’s Chris 
Northcutt describes his first 
attempt at the technique in 
July: “We came up on a Friday, 
so there was plenty of room to 

side-tie before switching to stern-tie. I docked with the bow up-cur-
rent, and secured the midship dock line. I secured the aft dockline, 
made sure the stern fenders were in place, and then began easing 

what’s right
	 It’s a curious coincidence that we’ve 
heard reports of painful stings by a rare 
scorpionfish or its relative, the stonefish, 
from sailors in both the Caribbean and in 
Mexico. The Mexican incident prompted 
lively discussions on cruiser blogs about 
the proper treatment — as opposed to 
worthless myths — of these and other 
stings.
	 When young Josh Morrell was stung 
in the shallows of the BVI by an unseen 
creature, his parents instinctively applied 
ice to counteract the swelling. Turns out 

There’s room for dozens of boats on the 
Turning Basin’s docks.
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The ride up the Petaluma is a beautiful one, 
reminiscent of the French countryside.
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jewel — cont’d
off the midship line. The current pushed the bow out, and when the 
boat was perpendicular to the dock, I resecured the midship line. We 
then secured the downstream aft and midship docklines, and were 
all set without so much as a raised voice.”
	 Visitors to the Turning Basin are required to call the city’s Public 
Works Office — (707) 778-4372 — 24 hours in advance to request a 
raising of the drawbridge. As boaters pass through the bridge, the 
tender will provide the gate code. The fee to spend the night is a flat 
$22 and includes electricity and water, though there are no onshore 
facilities unless your yacht club has reciprocal privileges with Peta-
luma YC. We highly recommend contacting the Visitor Center at (707) 
769-0429 for their highly informative boater’s information packet.

—ladonna

for the bite
that was exactly the wrong thing to do. 
“You want to apply water as hot as you can 
stand it,” said Dr. Kent Benedict of Santa 
Cruz. “The same is true for stingray bites.” 
The heat, we’re told, breaks up the harm-
ful elements injected by the stinger.
	 Jeremy White of the Portland, OR-
based GibSea 106 Madeline was un-
lucky enough to step on a stingray, but 
fortunately learned about the hot water 
treatment, which he regards as a “miracle 
cure.” 
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the 900-mile-a-day club stings
	 Pamela Bendall of the Port Hardy, 
B.C.-based Kristen 46 Precious Metal tells 
of a terrible stingray attack last season 
at La Manzanilla, Mexico. “Finally a lo-
cal doctor arrived, cleaned the hole, and 
stuffed mashed papaya (of all things) 
into the wound. The swelling subsided 
after three days and continual papaya 
maintenance. What was important in 
this treament was to keep the wound 
open and not bandaged. The healing has 
to go from inside out, and by covering it, 
infection and permanent damage to the continued on outside column of next sightings page
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‘Banque Populaire’s crew sustained 
some serious wind burns when the 
tri hit a blistering 47 knots. Inset, 
they barely had time to catch their 
breath before celebrating their arrival 
at the Lizard.

	 When we asked Groupama 3 navigator Stan Honey what the odds 
were that the 105-ft trimaran would be racing Pascal Bidegorry’s 140-
ft monster tri Banque Populaire across the Atlantic, Honey responded 
that it was unlikely. Franck Cammas’ Groupama 3 and Bidegorry’s 
behemoth are moded for different conditions, with the latter better 
suited to bigger breeze. But as it turned out, Banque Populaire left 
New York some 2.5 hours after Groupama, and the race was on . . . 
really on. The two boats pushed each other so hard across the pond 
that they each broke both the course and 24-hour records. Groupama 
was first up on the 24-hour record, knocking off an 858-mile day. 
Not to be outdone, Banque Populaire reeled off an astounding 907-
mile day — with an average speed of just under 38 knots! Finishing 
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within sight of each other, Banque Populaire ultimately beat Groupama 
3 to the Lizard, Cornwall by about three hours on August 2 — after 
covering the 2,880-mile course in 3d, 15h, 25m, 48s!
	 Next up for both boats is a Jules Verne Trophy attempt for the out-
right round the world mark sometime this winter; they’ll go on standby 
in November. It may seem as if the smaller Groupama will have her 
work cut out for her given that she cedes some 35 feet of waterline to 
Banque Populaire. The trans-Atlantic record attempt did demonstrate 
that while Banque Populaire is formidable with the breeze up — and 
aft — but the lighter Groupama 3 has legs when the breeze dips below 
25 knots (in the last day of the record attempt, she made up nearly 
40 miles on Banque Populaire). While boats this fast are capable of 
skipping from weather system to weather system, the round the world 
course will always include upwind and reaching work and, at times, 
lighter air.
	 Since rupturing her port ama and capsizing in her first Jules Verne 

attempt early last year, Groupama 3 
has been rebuilt and fortified. Though 
reportedly the lessons learned about 
Groupama’s structure were incorpo-
rated into revisions to the build of 
Banque Populaire — which had almost 
been completed at that time — the 
former will no doubt benefit from its 
prior experience. Whether both boats 
leave at the same time remains to be 
seen, but with no Volvo Ocean Race, 
and no Vendée Globe, it’d sure be nice 
if they would.

—rob
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brit steals zac’s thunder
	 At the risk of making a regrettable assumption — as in the famous 
headline "Dewey Defeats Truman" — let us congratulate 17-year-
old British singlehander Mike Perham on completing his remark-
able circumnavigation. As we go to press, he is roughly a day's sail 
from crossing his tracks off England's Lizard Peninsula, and unless 
disaster strikes within the next 24 hours or so, he will thus snatch 
the status of 'youngest around' from Southern Californian Zac Sun-
derland. Perham's age at the finish will be two months younger than 
Sunderland's when he arrived home at Marina del Rey on July 16.
	 Sailing eastabout, aboard the chartered Open 50 TotalMoney.com, 
the 17-year-old Brit originally intended to sail the Southern Ocean 
route via the so-called Great Capes in order to break the nonstop, 
unassisted record set by Australian Jesse Martin when he was 18. 
But after serious autopilot problems forced Perham to make pit 
stops at Portugal and the Canary Islands, he lowered his sights and 
simply aimed to become the youngest around via any route — a feat 
Sunderland was pursuing at the same time. Ironically, the two young 
men crossed paths — and shared a cordial lunch together — in South 
Africa while racing the clock in opposite directions.
	 Just as Sunderland knew he probably would not hold the record for 
long, Perham can already feel the heat from three younger challeng-
ers — all of whom are female. Australian Jessica Watson, 16, plans 
to set sail next month and return before her 17th birthday, next May 
18, and Sunderland's younger sister Abby, now 15, recently picked 
up the gauntlet, hoping to depart this fall also and return before her 
17th birthday in October 2010. Both Watson and Sunderland intend 
to sail the ambitious — and dangerous — southern route, nonstop 
and unassisted. 

joint could happen. I was amazed at how 
quickly he recovered.” Apparently it is 
the papaya’s high content of proteolytic 
enzymes, especially papain, that make it 
so effective. Turn to page 30 for another 
treatment suggested by a reader.
	 Cruisers headed south this season 
should be aware of the simple precaution 
of shuffling your feet when crossing shal-
lows in order to ‘announce’ your arrival 
and disperse bottom-dwellers such as 
rays.

— andy
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	 As if those campaigns aren't controversial enough — "What age is 
too young?" many critics are asking — 13-year-old Dutch sailor Laura 
Dekker has now thrown her hat into the ring with the full support of 
her parents, who are circumnavigators themselves. Even in the Neth-
erlands, however, which is arguably the most open-minded country 
in Europe, Dekker's intentions have sparked a substantial contro-
versy. In fact, government agencies are vying to put her in protective 

services in order to block her 
record attempt. It's important 
to note that her proposed route 
would take her mostly through 
the tropics via the Panama and 
Suez Canals.
	 Although we're normally 
opposed to the regulation of 
personal liberties, we can cer-
tainly see the point of those 
who question the wisdom of 
allowing kids to go to sea on 
their own when their wisdom 
teeth haven't even come in yet. 
But where do you draw the 
line? Perhaps at crossing the 
Southern Ocean and round-

ing Cape Horn. Remembering how that tumultuous cauldron has 
nearly taken the lives of more mature sailing luminaries like Isabelle 
Autissier (twice), Tony Bullimore (five times), and others, we have to 
wonder if the potential glory is worth the risk. Stay tuned for further 
developments.

— andy 

	 Triangulation is the process of deter-
mining the location of a point — such as 
a finish line of a sailing race — by mea-
suring angles to it from known points at 
either end of a fixed baseline, rather than 
measuring distances to the point directly. 
The point can then be fixed as the third 
point of a triangle with one known side 
and two known angles.
	 It sounds complicated and not very 
much fun, so when we decided to navigate 
the recent Santa Barbara to King Harbor 
Race on Profligate without the use of GPS, 

	 The boat on the cover of the most recent issue of ShowBoats 
International, one of the ultra-glossy magazines published for the 
megayacht market, is Bill Joy’s 190-ft ketch Ethereal, a very lovely 
boat in what might be called the ‘modern traditional’ style. The yacht 
was launched in The Netherlands last October by the celebrated Royal 
Huisman Shipyard.
	 Joy, a co-founder and chief scientist of Santa Clara-based Sun 
Microsystems until ‘03, and a current partner in the Palo Alto venture 
capital firm of Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers, was one of the first 
boatowners to spend a lot of time and money considering all options 
in an effort to make his yacht as eco-friendly as possible. To that end, 
she’s got a hybrid electro-mechanical propulsion system and all sorts 
of other features to make her more energy efficient.
	 Ethereal was chosen as the cover girl for ShowBoats because it 
was the “’Super-Green Superyachts” issue of the magazine. If you’re 
wondering how anybody can say “green motoryacht” without turning 
red with embarrassment, editor Jill Bobrow said she understood. In 
fact, Bobrow initially compared it to other oxymorons such as down 
escalator, jumbo shrimp, old news, and black light. But by the end 
of her editorial, Bobrow wrote that ‘green motoryacht’ didn’t have to 
be an oxymoron because “yachts are becoming ‘more perfect.’” While 
admitting that the idea of creating a megayacht that had zero impact 
on the environment was “hopelessly optimistic,” she said that thanks 
to the surge in environmental awareness by the owners of big yachts, 
“giant baby steps” were being made.
	 We wouldn’t have envied Bobrow’s assignment of having to make 
the case for mega-motoryachts being green, but at least she was hon-
est enough to present evidence to the contrary. For example, in one of 
the issue’s articles, former San Francisco Bay sailor, Ron Holland, the 

size matters
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How long will Perham hold the title? Not 
long if Zac’s little sis has her way. 
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Spread, the Triangulation Lite navigation 
system would occasionally break down 
when helmsman Bill Lilly, who has suf-
fered from ADD his entire life, became 
distracted and failed to keep ‘Bolt’ in 
the apex of the triangle. Insets, oh yeah, 
there was some racing going on too.

we elected to use a process we call ‘Trian-
gulation Lite’. It was simple. We just had 
new crewmember Judy stand on the house 
and ‘open up’ to about a 25° angle. Then we 
had helmsman Bill Lilly, Judy’s boyfriend, 
keep the N/M 55 Bolt as close to the apex 
of her triangle as possible. Triangulation 
Lite may have no basis in trigonometry or 
geometry, but it was a lot of fun — Judy 
said it tickled sometimes. And it worked 
great until Judy went into the galley to 
prepare a delicious pasta dinner.

— richard

designer of Ethereal, is remembered as having told an ‘08 symposium 
in New Zealand that Joy’s yacht was most certainly not a truly green 
yacht, but only that Joy had insisted on looking at new resources 
and concepts in order to try to increase efficiency and minimize the 
environmental impact of his boat.
	 The magazine also didn’t shy away from the unwelcome facts pre-
sented by naval architect Michael Peters at that same symposium. 
Peters told the not-so-happy-to-hear-it audience that a typical 150-ft 
displacement motoryacht — which is actually kind of a mini-megay-
acht — would, when running at full speed for two hours, consume 
more resources than a family of four would in an entire year.
	 The issue also discussed the concept of megayacht owners pur-

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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size — cont’d unclear on
	 Even longtime sailors get a little rusty 
on the Rules of the Road from time to 
time — especially when it comes to ves-
sel lighting. This fact was obvious during 
last year’s Baja Ha-Ha, as several boats 
were spotted with improper — and even 
downright weird — light configurations.  
	 Realistically, you might never get cited 
for improper lighting, but you could con-
fuse the heck out of other mariners, both 
large and small. And, if an accident occurs 
when you are out of compliance with the 
Rules, you could be blamed. continued on outside column of next sightings page
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chasing carbon offsets. It was claimed, for example, that after a run 
from the Caribbean to the Med, a 200-ft yacht’s resource consump-
tion could be mitigated by a $10,000 payment to a carbon offset 
company, which would presumably do things like plant a bunch of 
trees in the right places. We don’t know about you, but we find the 
concept of buying carbon offsets to be little more than ‘penance lite’ 
for the absolution of some rich guy’s environmental transgressions. 
We’d have more respect if such an owner practiced a little self-flagel-
lation in public at the big boat show in Monaco.
	 With all due respect to Bobrow, we’re not buying the ‘green mo-
tor-yacht’ concept. A boat’s not being as dirty as it could have been 
is still plenty dirty when you’re talking about a mega-motoryacht. If 
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	 With a little less than a month to go as of this writing, the St. 
Francis YC’s Rolex Big Boat Series has already attracted 72 entries, 
and we’d be surprised if there weren’t at least another 15 not yet en-
tered. So far, it’s looking as if there will be seven one-design classes: 
Melges 32, Beneteau 36.7, Express 37, 1D35, J/120, J/105 and Cal 
40. What? Cal 40? That’s right, six of the venerable plastic classics 
are already entered as a one-design class for what we have to believe 
is the first time ever. The number of J/105 entries stands at only 13 
right now and, if history is any indication, we’d be surprised to see a 
fleet with numbers less than the high 20s. The Melges 32s have only 
five entries right now but we expect that number to get up to at least 
10. Judging by the current entry list, the resurgent West Coast Farr 
40 fleet — which has been drawing around 10 boats for regattas in 
Southern California — hasn’t attracted enough boats for its own start 
this year. 
	 When it was announced at last year’s event that the regatta would 
serve as the 2009 IRC Nationals, we were hopeful that the IRC turnout 
for this year’s Big Boat would be impressive, and include some en-
tries from both 
the East Coast 
and the world at 
large. That was 
until the econ-
omy bottomed 
out. The result 
is that the IRC 
division is shap-
ing up to be a 
nearly all-local 
and West Coast 
affair. The fact 
that 28 boats are 
already signed 
up is testament 
to the health of 
our local IRC fleet, and we wouldn’t be surprised to see at least five 
more owners sign on the dotted line between now and then. Two of 
the four division winners from last year are back: John Kilroy Jr.’s 
TP 52 Samba Pa Tí and Jim Mitchell’s electric-blue R/P 52 Vincitore 
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	 First, all skippers should keep a copy 
of the International and Inland Rules of 
the Road handy in their nav area. You 
never know when you might want to look 
up something, if only to confirm that your 
memory is serving you correctly when 
you’re sleep deprived. 
	 The most commonly seen taboo during 
the Ha-Ha was running both masthead 
tricolor and deck level running lights at 
the same time. This is a problem because, 
under the Rules of the Road, red over red 

boatowners want to make a difference, they should look to size. For 
if an owner was as eco-aggressive in the building of a 100-ft boat as 
with a 200-ft boat, he’d have really done something. Of course, he’d 
have really done more if he’d built a 100-ft — or less — sailboat in-
stead. Indeed, as another author wrote in the green issue, “There is 
little doubt that wind power will continue to be the cleanest and most 
cost-efficient means of propelling yachts for the foreseeable future.”
	 Why haven’t we slammed Maltese Falcon, the 289-ft sailing yacht 
built and recently sold by Tom Perkins of Belvedere, and Joy’s Ethe-
real? As we wrote several years ago, both of these boats were many 
years into the design and building process before it was realized that 
the environmental situation was as acute as it appears to be. As a 
result, we wrote that we gave them a ‘pass’. But enough time has 
passed that anyone launching a megayacht now had to have been 
aware of the environmental situation and just not cared. As such, 
in our opinion, anyone who launches a mega-motoryacht now can’t 
claim to be ‘green’, but rather should be assumed to be full of a brown 
organic substance.

— richard

continued in middle column of next sightings page

big boat series preview

This year’s BBS will see one-design fleets for all the usual 
suspects, plus an unusual one: Cal 40s.
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Bill Joy’s 190-ft ‘Ethereal’. She’s sleek. 
She’s sexy. But just how ‘green’ is she?
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lightsbbs — cont’d.
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	 Need to get away from your dead-end job, news reports that drone 
on with nothing but depressing topics, and traffic so thick you could 
walk to your destination faster? As you read this, there's still time 
to sign up for the 'Sweet Sixteen' Baja Ha-Ha before the September 
10 entry deadline. And it can all be accomplished online in about 15 
minutes at www.baja-haha.com.
	 Now the largest offshore sailing event in the U.S. — and the second 
largest cruiser rally in the world — the Ha-Ha is many things to many 
people. But it's probably best described as a 760-mile family-friendly 
cruise-in-company event that attracts sailors of all stripes, more often 
than not launching them into a new lifestyle of extended cruising.
	 This month, Ha-Ha enthusiasm will rev up to a full head of steam 
as crews mix and mingle at our annual Mexico-Only Crew List and 
Baja Ha-Ha Reunion Party on September 9 at Alameda's Encinal YC. 
While this spirited shindig serves partially as a reunion for Ha-Ha 
veterans, its primary aim is to introduce skippers in need of crew to 
sailors in need of a ride. (Registered ‘09 captains and first mates get 
in free, others pay $7 at the door; snacks provided; no host bar; 6-9 
p.m.; directions online at www.latitude38.com). 
	 While we're on the subject, if you own one of the 160 boats that 
have signed up so far for this year's event, we'd like to suggest that you 
consider taking a few extra watch-standers along for the cruise down 
the coast. Here's why: Typically, couples who are perfectly comfortable 
with sailing their boats in their home waters as a duo often fail to 
consider how frazzled they'll become after standing three-on, three-
off watches for up to 72 hours in a stretch — the time it takes some 
boats to complete the longest of the three legs. During the rest stops, 
while larger crews are hiking the local mountains, surfing the point 
breaks and sampling cervezas in town, some of the doublehanders are 
so exhausted that they barely make it ashore at all. By contrast, tak-

ing along a few 
extra crew will 
mean everyone 
gets more sleep, 
you'll have more 
helping hands in 
an emergency, 
and the trip will 
be less physi-
cally demand-
ing — in other 
words, you'll be 
likely to have 
more fun. 
	   Both choosing 
appropriate crew 
and picking a 

boat to crew on can be tricky, however. To avoid a bad experience, 
we suggest you get to know your new shipmates ahead of time by 
going for a daysail and/or sharing a meal or two. Also, be absolutely 
certain that you all have realistic expectations about what the trip 

indicates a vessel "not under command." 
To remember this, merchant marine 
cadets use the mnemonic "Red over red, 
the captain is dead." Consequently, it's 
illegal to run both your deck lights and 
masthead tricolor at the same time if your 
vessel is under command. Similarly, if a 
sailboat were to run a tricolor, deck lights 
and a steaming light, vessels viewing its 
port side would see red over white over 
red which indicates a "vessel restricted 
in its ability to maneuver."
	 Likewise, green over white (a masthead 

will be going another round in IRC A. Other notables include Chris 
Welsh’s Spencer 65 Ragtime, SF Bay IRC series-leader Dan Woolery 
and his King 40 Soozal, and Brad Copper’s Tripp 43 TNT.
	 As always, there should be some great spectating on the Cityfront, 
so save the dates: September 10-13. You’ll find the event website at 
www.big-boat-series.com.

—rob

ready for some mexican sun and fun?
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Potential crewmembers are lining up for a ride south. 

Brian Petros’ Hood River YC-based 
Moore 24 ‘Electric Mayhem’ goes 
SPLAT! in the 2nd Annual Double 
Damned Race last month on the Co-
lumbia River Gorge. For the full story 
on this kick-ass race, turn to page 102 
(but not before you finish reading ‘Sight-
ings’) and for some great videos, search 
YouTube for ‘Dam to Dam 2009’.
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will entail, such as: What boat chores will crew be expected to fulfill? 
Who will pay for provisions and other expenses? How will watches be 
handled? Where will crew sleep? If you definitely are not into developing 
any sort of 'extra' relationships, make that crystal clear up front.
	 Those precautions aside, we think taking crew along is a fine idea 
that works out for the best more often than not, and often leads to 
lasting friendships. A potential side benefit for those who do catch 
rides is making connections for future cruising in Central America, 
the Caribbean or the South Pacific. If that sounds good to you, a final 
tip is to bring plenty of sailing resumes to the Crew Party, preferably 
with your photo embedded, so potential skippers will remember you 
after enduring a whirlwind of introductions. See you there! 

— andy

tricolor and steaming light viewed from 
starboard) could be confused for a fish-
ing boat engaged in trawling: "Green over 
white, trawling tonight." So when you're 
motoring or motorsailing at night you 
must run your deck lights in combination 
with your steaming light, not your tricolor. 
Masthead tricolors, by the way, are legal 
only on boats less than 65 feet. 
	 One of the most unusual combinations 
reported, red over green over green (viewed 
from starboard), actually turns out to be a 

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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lights 
proper option for sailboats under sail: All-
around red over all-around green at the 
masthead, over deck-level running lights. 
To our knowledge, Dr. Lou Freeman’s San 
Diego-based Swan 52 Seabird was the only 
boat to display this combo, but he was 
perfectly correct to do so. The mnemonic 
for this one is "Red over green, sailing ma-
chine." It's rarely seen on the West Coast, 
but commonly seen on big sailing yachts 
in the Caribbean and Med. 

chill out at china camp

continued on outside column of next sightings page

P
H

O
T

O
S

 L
A

T
IT

U
D

E
 / 

LA
D

O
N

N
A

	 San Francisco Bay isn’t known for its great gunkholing, so the 
handful of viable small boat anchorages — especially when they’re 
complemented by fantastic shoreside offerings — generally see no 
shortage of traffic. Yet a surprising number of sailors we’ve spoken to 
recently have never anchored out at one of the premiere destinations 
on the Bay: China Camp State Park. 
	 Nestled just inside the San Pedro peninsula in San Pablo Bay, China 
Camp offers not only excellent holding in soft mud, but protection 
from winds with any southerly or westerly flavor — which means, of 
course, throughout most of the summer. And the ridges that protect the 

Lampin’ at the Camp — (clockwise from below) The village features a museum, 
historic buildings and a shell-laden beach; 5-year-old Josie found plenty of 
prizes there; decorating the walls of the café are photos of John Wayne during 
the filming of ‘Blood Alley’, and Huey Lewis & the News, who posed for their 
‘Greatest Hits’ cover there; Jon Bielinski, who built the Block Island schooner 
‘Annabelle’ 25 years ago, and Noreen Tierney love getting away to China Camp; 
the Chinese junk replica ‘Grace Quan’ spends much of the summer tied to the 
pier; hiking the trails is a great way to work off your It’s-It indulgence.
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cont’d china camp — cont’d
	 As every merchant mariner will tell 
you, keeping the myriad light combina-
tions straight is a challenge. But it's espe-
cially tough if you don’t often sail at night. 
So we suggest you pick up a plastic cheat 
sheet of light patterns, and keep it close 
to the helm. And spend some time poring 
through the Rules of the Road — you'll 
probably be amazed at all the things you 
didn't know, but should. 

— andy

anchorage from sloppy seas also protect it from the fog that blankets 
much of the Bay during the summer months. In fact, China Camp 
boasts more than 200 fog-free days every year!
	 By many sailors’ standards, the anchorage itself has a decidedly 
‘roadside’ feel, but unless the wind switches from the north or east, 
conditions are generally mellow. And even if there’s a small amount of 
rocking and rolling during the day, the wind typically shuts off at sun-
set, leaving you to enjoy a warm and gentle evening in your cockpit.
	 In a northerly, the fetch across San Pablo Bay can quickly allow 
rollers to build up, making the anchorage uncomfortable, at the least. 
Before heading out for the weekend, check the weather forecast, and if 
it calls for a northeasterly, do yourself a favor 
and head over to Clipper Cove instead.
	 But summer conditions favor sailors. 
Catch a morning flood tide, pop the chute 
when the wind comes up, and hang on tight 
— you’ll be there in no time. It’s perfectly 
safe to pass between Pt. San Pedro and The 
Sisters; just keep an eye out that the current 
doesn’t insidiously pull you down on one of 
several large barge moorings. As you near Mc-
Nears Beach, depths shoal pretty fast — just 
stay a few hundred yards off the beach and 
you’ll be fine.
	 Though not the deepest of anchorages, the 
shoaling is gentle so, if you find the depths 
getting a little too thin for comfort, you’ll have 
plenty of time to head for deeper water. When 
choosing a spot to drop the hook, keep in 
mind that there’s room for 100 or more boats 
between McNears Beach and China Camp, so 
try not to crowd your neighbors. Shoal-draft or centerboard boats are 
particularly lucky because they can really tuck in close to shore. 
	 Once the hook is set, launch the dinghy and head ashore. Landing 
is allowed over the entire beach — on both sides of the pier — though 
it is restricted to daylight hours. If the tide is rising, be sure to pull 
the dink above the high-tide line or tie it off. And though the park 
is clean and safe, it would be unwise to leave anything valuable in 
the dinghy. Park Ranger Tom Frazier reports that dogs are allowed 
in developed areas (not on the trails) but noted that they need to be 
leashed and, of course, picked up after.
	 If you’re there on a weekend, stop in at the little store and treat 
yourself to a shrimp cocktail and an It’s-It. China Camp resident 
Frank Quan, a descendent of the original settlers who has lived there 
nearly all of his 84 years, runs the store with the help of his cousin, 
Georgette Quan. 
	 A must any day of the week is the museum (open 10 a.m.-5 p.m.) 
situated next to the pier. China Camp is steeped in history and the 
museum does a wonderful job of detailing it. You’ll walk away with a 
deep respect for the immigrant fishermen who plied the Bay 150 years 
ago — and a deeper regret for how our government treated them.
	 Beyond the village run 15 miles of trails, some of which lead to 
hike-in campsites and picnic areas. Most are accessible to hikers, 
bikers and horse riders so keep an eye out rounding blind corners.
The last thing you want to do is run face-first into the business end 
of a palomino.
	 The myriad activities China Camp offers make it a no-brainer des-
tination on the Bay. So the next time the family balks at yet another 
day of screaming — figuratively and literally — across the Slot, take 
them to China Camp instead. With the possible closure of 25 Bay Area 
parks starting in September due to budget constraints, you wouldn’t 
want your first time to China Camp to be your last.

— ladonna

This stowaway hitched a ride 
from Sausalito to China Camp 
last month. He now happily re-
sides in the park’s garden.



MISS CINDY

	 Tony Bigras' one-year, 6,000-mile 
cruise from Vancouver to Florida — via 
Central America and Cuba — was un-
usual for several of reasons. For exam-
ple, the 52-year-old built Miss Cindy in 
just 450 hours, at a total cost of $8,500 
for everything from sandpaper to elec-
tonics. He was able to take her from the 
boatyard to her launch in Baja atop an 
old station wagon. The cat's main anchor 

only weighs 11 
pounds,  yet 
held the boat 
in up to 40 
knots of wind. 
He was able to 
take her 95% 
of the way from 
the Pacific to 
the Caribbean 
— via Lake Ni-
caragua and 
the Rio San 
Juan  — on 
her own bot-
tom. Because 
she only dis-
places about 

1,000 pounds, she hit a top speed of 15.8 
knots on the way.
	 As you can undoubtedly deduce, Bi-
gras' Turtle Island 16 micro cruiser is a 
bit smaller than the average cruising cat. 
Miss Cindy is just 16'3" long, and has 
a beam of only 8'5". The masts for her 
bi-plane lug rig are 17 feet tall, and she 
sets a total of 200 sq. ft. of sail. Able to 
carry a 500-pound payload, Miss Cindy's 
typical speed under sail was 3 to 7 knots. 
She's equipped with a 2-hp outboard for 
calms, which allows her to cruise at 4.25 
knots at 15 mpg. The micro cat's hull was 
built of quarter-inch marine ply, stitched 
and glued, then sheathed with e-glass 
and epoxy. Her masts are hollow fir.
	 As you might expect, we had a few 
questions for the sailor from British 
Columbia who sailed offshore passages 

spanning up to six days along the way:	
	 Latitude 38: What kind of sailing 
experience do you have?
    Tony: Quite a bit. I started in '71 at 
Sidney, B.C. on small monohulls, then 
sailed a Buccaneer 24 tri in the Gulf 
Islands and around Georgia Strait for 
about five years. I had an Australian 
Quick Cat 16 that I would race unoffi-
cially with the Sunday fleet all through 
the nasty winter weather. In fact, I sailed 
that cat after school every day for about 
a year. I then built custom glass boats 
for a few years, then worked as a rig-
ger for three years in Victoria, during 
which time I would sail on customers' 
racer/cruisers.
    Every boat I've owned since then has 
been of my own design and construction. 
I sailed Osram V, a 23-ft cat, around 
Vancouver Island, going offshore for the 
run to Victoria. In '83, I sailed Osram 
VI, a 31-ft trimaran, from Prince Rupert 
around the Queen Charlottes, with a 
solo offshore run from there to Victoria. 
Neither of those boats had engines.
    When I sold Osram VI in '84, I thought 
I had gotten boats out of my system. I 
didn't walk the docks, design boats, buy 
sailing magazines, go to boat shows or 
sail with friends. But in '93, my wife was 
taking a course at a local college, and one 
of her classmates was this 80-year-old 
guy who'd bought Osram V from the guy 
I'd sold her to. My wife kept pestering me 
to meet him and show him how to sail 
the boat. After a couple of years went 
by without him croaking, I gave in to 
my wife's nagging. I took the guy — who 
turned out to be nice enough — out on 
his boat, and after 12 years of remission, 
caught the sailing bug again.
	 So in '97, I started building Osram 
VII, a 50-ft x 27-ft aluminium cat. See-
ing how my getting back into sailing was 
my wife's fault, she couldn't help but 

be supportive — at least in 
the beginning. The support 
didn't last, however, and the 
big tin cat went in a divorce 
sale in '00. I have, however, 
gotten to sail on her several 
times since.
	 The year '01 was pretty 
big for me. As the divorce 
was finalized. I did a big IT 
contract, and thanks to lots 
of hard work, brought in 
quite a bit of money. I flew 
to Hawaii hoping to find a 
boat wanting crew headed 
east or south. I got on a 
Gemini 32 cat for a 21-day 

passage to San Francisco. She wasn't the 
best cat for the open ocean, but I loved 
being out there.
	 In '04, I sailed a 40-ft keelboat from 
Victoria to San Francisco. After 36 rough 
hours in the beginning, it was a peachy 
sail the rest of the way. In '07, I took my 
40-ft trawler cat Osram VII 1,700 miles 
to the Queen Charlottes and back. And 
from May of last year until June of this 
year, I built Miss Cindy and sailed her 
6,000 ocean miles. So I'm not new to 
sailing.
	 38: What inspired you to go micro?
	 Tony: I was looking for a quick-build, 
modest cost, easy-handling sailboat 
that I could take from the Pacific Ocean 
to Lake Nicaragua, and then down the 
Rio San Juan to the Caribbean Sea. I 
originally planned to sail her all the way 
down the coast from Victoria, but having 
lolly-gagged in Europe too long during 
the summer, I didn't complete Miss Cindy 
until September.
	 38: Is the 450 hours it took you to 
build the boat about what you expect-
ed?
	 Tony: If you include stitching up 

'Miss Cindy' must have been a sight for road-weary drivers' 
eyes during the 16-ft cat's overland delivery from B.C. to Baja 
— piggybacked atop a one-shot, $300 station wagon.
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 — THE LITTLE CAT THAT COULD

of components. Upwind there isn't much 
degradation from the rig, as it's like two 
boats sailing close to each other. There 
is, however, blanketing on a beam reach, 
but I planned to swing the windward sail 
forward to reverse flow, leech to luff, in 
clear air. I also incorporated a concept 
of roller-furling I had first seen on Matt 
Layden’s Paradox design. The mecha-
nism is quite different with mine, but the 

ability to roll the sails up quickly, and 
only as much as as I wanted, worked out 
very nicely. It proved to be a great rig.
	 I did do some minor tweaks to the 
roller-drum diameter and to the boom 
end hardware. And I would improve both 
of them some more if I were to do the trip 

both sails, I had planned on 500 hours. 
I didn't work too hard at it either, as I 
think my longest day was 10.5 hours. 
Most weeks I averaged less than 40 
hours. Some of the credit for the quick 
build goes to the 6-inch heavy duty pad 
sander I bought for the project.
	 38: Did you ever take Miss Cindy 
through the surf?
	 Tony: No. I'm a pretty cautious guy, 
and wasn't keen to gain that experience 
far from home. But I did beach her at a 
couple of spots in Mexico when the swell 
was small. And I did cross a couple of 
river bars in El Salvador and Nicara-
gua.
	 38: What’s the concept behind the 
unstayed lateral schooner rig, and were 
you happy with it?
    Tony: I've long been interested in the 
rig for cruising, as the two sails make 
it great for downwind sailing. They are 
easier to handle than one big one, the 
center of effort is lower for greater stabil-
ity, and there is some added redundancy 

again. My homemade sails worked well. 
The rig was easy to handle, and self-
steered very well on all points of sail, not 
just when running. The limitations are 
handling 200 sq. ft. of sail when flying in 
big winds, but it was manageable. Had 
the sails been much bigger, I would have 
had my doubts. The unstayed masts 
were no trouble at all, as there was no 
clunking and no concerns. The one thing 
I learned about the rig is that you can 
never have too much chafe gear.
      38: Were you concerned about the 
micro cat's ability in the open ocean and 
in heavy weather?
    Tony: Sure. Prior to setting out, the 
only experience I had was with a 2-ft 
scale model, and a few daysails on Miss 
Cindy in benign conditions. The first 
heavy weather I saw was three days out 
of San Felipe in the Sea of Cortez when 
we got a Santa Ana. But the little cat 
handled it easily. When I got into condi-
tions beyond my previous experience 
— like on the passage from Isla Provi-
dencia to Cayman Brac in the Caribbean 
— it got pretty interesting. But generally 
speaking, I was not concerned. I mostly 
tried to be kind to the boat, and to try 
to figure out the best speed and course 
for self-steering.
	 There were a couple of times when 
it got hairy; for example, when I was 
surfing big waves from Cayo Largo to 
the west end of Cuba. But I never had 
a sense that I was losing control. Given 
the choice, I would have preferred not 
to have been surfing at up to 15 knots 
in those seas. I did spend some time on 
the sea anchor, but mostly to get some 
sleep when the self-steering was not up 
to snuff. The boat was pretty sweet on 
the parachute.
	 38: Cats under 40 feet tend to have 
problems with pitching when sailing 
upwind. Was Miss Cindy so short that it 
wasn’t a problem?
	 Tony: There were some pitch issues 

Spread: As versatile as she is petite, 'Miss Cindy' 
can be beached in calm weather. Inset: Although 
Tony did get a ticket, it came with a photo op.
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Left: Going downwind or beam reaching she  
can swing her sails apart. Upwind, they work in-
dependently, like two boats sailing in tandem.



to windward in the small inshore waves 
and lighter winds, so in those conditions 
I needed to free-off to maintain speed. 
While sailing to windward in Force 2 to 
4 winds in the Caribbean, Miss Cindy 
was well-behaved. In rougher stuff, the 
issue was her launching off waves. I was 
able to moderate that by reefing and 
slowing down. Miss Cindy has a fairly 
fine entry with a big buoyancy increase 
when waves reach the knuckle, and that 
seems to help dampen pitching.
 	 There is a link to a movie of her going 
to windward in the Caribbean at: http:// 
turtleislands.net/tmc/atbeatwake.mov
	 38: What were the biggest seas and 
strongest winds you encountered?
	 Tony: The strongest winds I saw were 
in a Papagayo off Nicaragua. Maybe 45 
to 50 knots, but the strongest wind I 
sailed in was the Santa Ana a few days 
out of San Felipe, when it blew 35 to 40 
knots with 7-foot seas. Some of the most 
challenging sailing was the upwind work 
to Cayman Brac, where I had a day of 
Force 6, with pretty steady seas of 10 
to 12 feet. Then there was the reaching 
and downwind work on the southwest of 

Cuba, when it was blowing 25 knots, and 
the 8- to 10-foot seas broke from time to 
time.
	 38: Is Miss Cindy a boat you’d recom-

mend to an average sailor?
	 Tony: I don’t think the average sailor 
would want a pocket cruiser. Most would 
want either a higher performance day 
sailer or a more spacious cruiser. For 
those who want a pocket cruiser, and can 
watch the weight of what gets put in her, 
I'd say she's a very sweet boat without 
vices. Miss Cindy is my favorite of all the 
boats I've sailed.
	 38: What would you think if someone 
wanted to sail a sistership across the 
Pacific?

	 Tony: They would have to sail solo 
due to weight constraints. For a pocket 
cruiser-type person who equipped the 
boat with a watermaker, parachute 
anchor, self-steering vane, and who 
had practiced righting her in controlled 
conditions, and who had the requisite 
experience for such a trip, yes, I think 
she could do the job — with a good vane 
set up, I'm confident that she would 
average 100 miles a day when sailed 
conservatively.
	 38: Any plans for another boat or 
cruise?
	 Tony: My drawing board is like most 
marinas — full of lots of boats, most of 
which only dream of going somewhere. 
I don’t see building anything for myself 
in the next year or two. Currently, I'm 
thinking about a six-month sojourn in 
the canals of Europe. I'd probably pick 
up something like an Albin 25 in Hol-
land, then sell her once I made it down 
to the Med. As of right now, I don't have 
any other sailing adventures planned for 
Miss Cindy.
	 38: Thanks, Tony. We wish you best 
of luck with whatever comes next.
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"'Miss Cindy' is my 
favorite of all the 
boats I've sailed."

MISS CINDY

©2009 Landfall Navigation. All rights reserved.

Whether you’re racing to Cabo or cruising to Cortez, start 

with Landfall for all the outfi tting gear and expert advice you need 

to get home safely. Call or click for a free catalog or to sign up for 

our monthly Landfall Report e-mail. Shop online anytime. 

800-941-2219   |   landfallnav.com

SAFETY   |   NAVIGATION   |   REFERENCE   |   WEAR

HEADED TO THE HA-HA?

McGinnis Insurance

Knowledge  Commitment

Reliability  Service

Call us at:  800-486-4008
mcginnsins@aol.com

License #0570469

Since 1972

Large and small, we do them all!



September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 97

Call Bruce Becker or Clark Atkinson
	 (415) 673-1923	 (415) 516-4860

800-433-8050
Fax (415) 673-1927

Santa Cruz

(831)
475-3383

Sausalito

(415)
331-3166

GP 3206
6" color LCD
with charts

GP 3205
5" color LCD
with charts

$1175

$859

$629

GP 3210
10.4" color LCD
with charts

Reduced 

Again!

BERKELEY MARINA

Berkeley Marina Office

Visit our website at: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina

City Of Berkeley
Parks Recreation and Waterfront



BISMARCK DINIUS

	 When Bismarck Dinius, 41, ac-
cepted an invitation to go for a quick sail 
on Clear Lake on the night of April 29, 
2006, he had no idea it would result in 
the fight of his life. For the last 3.5 years, 
he's fought for his freedom. On August 
20, was acquitted of causing the death 
of one of his sailing companions.
	 The Carmichael-based sailor had com-
peted that day aboard a buddy's Catalina 

22 in the annu-
al Konocti Cup. 
He attended the 
requisite après-
race festivities at 
a local waterside 
restaurant, joined 
in a wine tasting, 
and ate dinner. As 
Dinius walked the 
docks that eve-
ning, he ran into 
sailing acquain-
tance Mark Weber, 
whose O'Day 27 
Beats Workin' II 
had placed second 
in the race. Weber 
asked if Dinius 
wanted to join him 

and a few friends for a short sail as a way 
to top off a great day of sailing. 
	 Beers were cracked, wine was poured 
and the group of five people set off in 
a freshening breeze. As Weber raised 
sail, Dinius handled the tiller. The wind 
finally slackened, causing the jib to make 
such a racket that Weber's fiancée, Lynn 
Thornton of Willows, asked him to douse 
it. Not long after — about 40 minutes 
into the trip — Weber gave the order to 
come about and head back to the dock.  
Static from the radio became annoying 
so he went below to turn up the squelch. 
What happened next is a blur to everyone 
aboard.

	 Lake County Chief Deputy Sher-
iff Russell Perdock, 47 — who, at the 
time, was the Number Two man in the 
department — claims he started his day 
by making breakfast for his son. Then-
wife Donna disputes this assertion: "He 
never made breakfast in his life." In fact, 
just about the only undisputed part of 
Perdock's timeline for April 29 is that 
he led his son's Scout troop on a hike. 
Family and friends met later to celebrate 
his son's birthday at a local pizza parlor 
— he says after 5 p.m.; Donna says 3 
p.m. — where Perdock admits to having 
had a beer. 
	 When the family returned home 
— with three of their son's friends in tow 

for a sleepover — Perdock began prep-
ping his 24-ft Baja Outlaw speedboat for 
a night run. Donna testified that when 
she asked him not to leave her to handle 
the four pre-teen boys by herself, he told 
her to "deal with it." She estimates that 
he left around 7 p.m. He says it was an 
hour later.
	 The only other undisputed fact in 
his timeline of that pitch black night 
comes at just after 9 p.m., when Perdock 
crashed his boat into Beats Workin' II 
at such a high rate of speed that it was 
launched over the top of the sailboat, 
landing on the other side. Lynn 
Thornton, who had celebrated her 
51st birthday a month earlier, was 
sitting at ground zero.

	 Sailboat passenger Zina Dotti 
testified last month that, after they 
were headed back to the dock, she 
heard a powerboat that "sounded 
like it was going fast." The next 
thing she remembers is "total 
chaos." She recalls screaming for 
9-1-1, and Perdock shining a spot-
light on them, asking if everyone 
was onboard. 
	 Dotti's fiancé, Ed Dominguez, 
recalls finding Dinius and Weber 

guez said. Thornton died from 
her injuries three days later, 
leaving behind a teenage son.
	 During the ensuing in-
vestigation, Perdock initially 
estimated his speed between 
40-45 mph. Much later, he 
lowered that estimate to 35. 
Witnesses on shore, including 
Peter Elmer, a retired police 
officer and watch commander 
of East Bay Regional Park 
District's marine patrol, put 
Perdock's speed closer to 55 

mph. He testified that he told 
others, "There's an idiot for 
you. He's going to kill him-
self or somebody else." A few 
seconds later Elmer heard 
the collision.
	 Though he's changed 
his story a number of times 
during the last 3.5 years, on 
one point Perdock has stood 
firm: The sailboat's running 

lights were not on. That's what he told 
responding officers — Lake County 
Sheriff's deputies who all worked under 
him — at the scene. That's what he told 
Sacramento County Sheriff Investigator 
Charles Slabaugh, who was brought in 
to interview Perdock. And that's what he 
told a Lake County jury last month. For 
all we know, he truly believes it.
	 But while he may not have seen the 
lights, that doesn't mean they weren't 
on. A number of witnesses — including 
those for the prosecution — testified that 
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Bismarck Dinius suf-
fered two broken ribs, 
a back injury, a broken 
and lacerated hand, 
and a concussion in 
the accident that took 
Lynn Thornton's life.
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lying on top of Thornton, all of them flat-
tened under the weight of the dismasted 
mainsail. As he struggled to pull Thorn-
ton free, Dominguez clearly remembers 
someone from the powerboat saying, "You 
didn't have your fucking lights on." He 
then focused his attention on Thornton, 
performing CPR until paramedics could 
take over. "She didn't look good," Domin-
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Justice may have been served for Bismarck, 
but it seems to be failing Lynn Thornton, seen 
here celebrating her 50th birthday. She died a 
little over a year later.
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What started as a tragedy turned into a travesty. 
'Latitude's unrelenting protests against the 
case eventually caught the attention of others: 
Dan Noyes of ABC 7 News, Elizabeth Larson of 
Lake County News, The Innocence Project, and 
the worldwide sailing community.
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The Baja's bow hit the sailboat so hard, it took part of 
the combing — and the sheet winch — with it.



— A BITTERSWEET VICTORY

nia Boating Law does 
state that the 'opera-
tor' is defined as the 
"person. . . steering 
the vessel while un-
derway," and Dinius 
was at the helm. 
	 B u t  H o p k i n s 
clearly didn't finish 
his assigned read-
ing because later on, 
California Boating 
Law provides that 
the operator is "the 
person who operates 
or who has charge of 
the navigation or use 
of the vessel." In this 
case, that would be 
the sailboat's owner, 

Mark Weber. But even that seems a 
stretch, considering Perdock was break-
ing a number of boating laws himself 
— not giving way to a vessel under sail 
and not maintaining a safe speed, to 
name two. 
	 No, Hopkins felt Dinius was his best 
target because a) he believed Perdock's 
story that the sailboat's lights were 
off, b) Dinius was at the helm, and c) 

he was legally intoxicated. After blood 
draws, Dinius's blood alcohol content 
came back at .12, Weber's at .18, and 
Perdock's at .00. 
	 But as persuasive as Hopkins thought 
his case to be, jurors saw it differently. 
After three weeks of testimony and seven 
hours of deliberations, the nine-man, 
three-woman jury found Dinius innocent 
of felony BUI resulting in death, which, 
if he were convicted, could have landed 
him in jail for three years. After finding 
him not guilty, they then had to consider 

two lesser charges: boating under the 
influence and boating with a BAC over 
.08. They found him not guilty on the 
first charge and 
deadlocked on 
the second — 11 
jurors wanted to 
acquit, with one 
holding out. The 
judge found that 
they were hope-
lessly deadlocked 
and ordered a 
mistrial on that 
count. Hopkins 
has said he has 
no intentions of 
retrying Dinius on 
that charge.
	 The worldwide sailing communi-
ty, which had rallied around Dinius, 
breathed a collective sigh of relief. And 
in the next breath began screaming for 
blood — Hopkins' and Perdock's.

	 We sincerely hope Hopkins' mis-
sion was simply a misguided attempt 
to make an example out of Dinius and 
deter others from drinking while boating, 
and not an effort to protect a high-rank-
ing county official, one with whom he'd 
worked in the past. 
	 We really do. 
	 But many believe the prosecution of 
Bismarck Dinius to have been not only 
a colossal waste of taxpayers' money, 
but also a cover-up. Protestors gathered 
outside the courthouse during the trial, 
demanding Hopkins' resignation and call-
ing for Perdock to be indicted. Thornton's 
own family not only submitted to the 
court letters in 
support of Din-
ius, but they 
also attended 
much of the 
tr ial .  "L ynn 
wouldn't want 
this," said her 
best friend and 
executor of her 
estate, Carol 
Stambuk.
	 Questions 
have come up 
about a num-
ber of key is-
sues: the se-
curity of the 
two vessels 
immediately 
after the accident; Perdock's where-
abouts after leaving home; Perdock's 
access to his blood sample; why the 
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the sailboat was showing the appropriate 
running lights. Mark Weber distinctly 
remembers checking before leaving and 
saying "We've got lights — let's go." An-
other witness watched the 
lit-up boat sail away from 
the dock. One even claims 
to have watched the lights 
of Perdock's 389-hp speed-
demon converge with the 
nearly stationary lights of 
the sailboat a moment be-
fore hearing the explosive 
sound of the crash.
	 But when Sherif f 's 
deputies inspected the 
sailboat's electrical panel, 
the running light switch 
was in the off position. 
Instead of wondering if the 
impact from a boat travel-
ing between 66 and 84 feet 
per second could blow a 
breaker switch, they ap-
parently presumed their 
boss was correct. As did Lake County 
District Attorney Jon E. Hopkins.
	

	 In a stunning moment of absurdity 
more than a year after the crash, Hopkins 
announced that he would bring the man 
responsible for Lynn Thornton's death to 
justice. "Bismarck Dinius was the opera-
tor of the sailboat," Hopkins claimed, and 
therefore had a duty to make sure the 
boat's navigation lights were on. Chap-
ter 5, Article 1, Section 651 of Califor-
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"It's easier to defend the 
guilty because it's not as 
stressful," said defense at-
torney Victor Haltom. "And 
Bismarck was innocent."

Did Russell Perdock 
lie under oath? 
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Some Lake County residents are calling for the resignation of the 
D.A. and Sheriff, as well as an indictment of Perdock.
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What started as a tragedy turned into a travesty. 
'Latitude's unrelenting protests against the 
case eventually caught the attention of others: 
Dan Noyes of ABC 7 News, Elizabeth Larson of 
Lake County News, The Innocence Project, and 
the worldwide sailing community.



BISMARCK DINIUS

sheriff's department either refused to 
interview witnesses who favored the 
sailboat's version of events, or inter-
viewed them but didn't file reports; and, 
most importantly, why the D.A. refused 
to even consider filing charges against 
Russell Perdock.
	 If it was a cover-up, it could cost the 
residents of Lake County a pretty penny. 
Carol Stambuk is already in talks with 
her attorneys to file lawsuits against 
Perdock, Hopkins and the Lake County 
Sheriff's Office. "I'm doing this on behalf 
of Thornton's son, John," she said after 
the trial. "Perdock's the only other party 
involved, and he's just walking away."
	 Immediately following his acquittal, 
Dinius had no plans other than to enjoy 
his freedom for awhile. "I'm sure I'll sit 
down with my lawyers and discuss the 
possibility of a civil case," he said, "but 
right now I'm just relishing in the fact 
that I'm not going to prison." 
	 But what many readers really want to 
know is if Perdock — whom they believe 
to be the man most responsible for Lynn 
Thornton's tragic death — will ever be 
held accountable for his actions. Dinius' 

attorney, Victor Haltom, confirmed that 
the statute of limitations has passed for 
filing the same manslaughter charge 
that had originally been filed against his 
client (that charge was dropped shortly 
before the trial in favor of the felony BUI 
charge). 
	 "Lynn's family deserve for him to get 
what's coming to him," he said of Per-
dock. But how can that happen while 
the D.A. appears to be protecting him so 
fiercely? "I believe he committed perjury," 
Haltom said, "not only on the stand, 
but also during the depositions and 

interrogatories for the civil litigations. 
Hopkins would not make the charging 
decision for that because those were all 
done in Sacramento County. The D.A. 
there may be a little more objective."
	 So though the storm has calmed since 
the conclusion of the trial, clouds are 
still on the horizon — and on the move 
toward Russell Perdock.

	
	 At a total cost of about $300,000, 
Dinius' defense has nearly broken him 
financially. Add to that the loss of his job 
in May, and times have become decidedly 
lean for the Dinius family. 
	 But Dinius refuses to harbor bitter 
feelings about his situation. "My family 
and I have been overwhelmed," he said 
of the hundreds of complete strangers 
who have sent him encouraging notes 
and donated to his legal defense fund. 
(Send your contribution through Paypal 
to bismarckdinius@comcast.net.) 
	 "I can't even begin to thank people," 
he said. "It's really humbling, and has 
reinforced my faith in human nature."

— latitude/ladonna
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The shadow has been lifted from the lives of the 
Dinius Family — Brittany, Bismarck & Roshell.

OFFICIAL SUNBLOCK OF THE 
PUMA OCEAN RACING TEAM

Z Blok sunscreen's new non-greasy 
formula will not burn or irritate 
your eyes. So you can concentrate 
on winning the race or just enjoying 
a great day on the water. Z Blok is 
also fragrance free.

Z Blok is the official sunscreen of 
the PUMA Ocean Racing Team. 
Skipper Kenny Read said:

“The UV protection is excellent. The 
entire team is true believers. We 
have put the sunscreen to a tough 
test that few others can. More 
importantly, we have experienced 
no eye stinging or irritation and we 
use it every day.” 

Z BLOK WON’T 
BURN YOUR EYES

ON A ROLL.
Schaefer is known worldwide for premium quality jib furling systems that 
will stand the test of demanding ocean passages. Our drum-bearing 
unit is machined from a solid block of 6061-T6 aluminum, creating 
unparalleled stength. Torlon bearings assure smooth operation so you 
can keep rolling along in the most demanding conditions.

508.995 . 9511
SCHAEFERMARINE.COM

Visit zbloksun.com
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85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205
SAUSALITO, CA 94965

415•331•5550  
FAX 415•331•8523

160 Berth Marina in one of the most 
beautiful spots on the Bay

•  Visitor berths  •  Guest moorage able to handle yachts up to 200 ft. 
•  Dry storage  •  Waterfront Offices  •  Three-ton Hoist  •  Windsurfing  

•  Deli  •  Beach  •  Rowing  •  Kayaking   •  Yacht clubs always welcome

Call the Marina Office 

for more information

Schoonmaker 
Point Marina 

• in Sausalito •

or check our web site at

"Sausalito's Finest Marina"

www.schoonmakermarina.com

Marine Insurance Specialists

Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power  ✦  Classic or Contemporary

Fiberglass  ✦  Aluminum  ✦  Steel  ✦  Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide the best service

and the finest coverage available today.

Please contact us for a quote 

www.heritagemarineinsurance.com

800-959-3047
Fax 860-572-5919

Email: classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com
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	 “So, you guys like to sail when it's 
like this?" the shuttle bus driver asked 
the sailors stuffed in the 15-passenger 
van. You'd expect an enthusiastic "hell 
yeah!" But the driver's question was 
met with a pregnant pause before get-
ting tentative, affirmative replies from 
his preoccupied passengers — all of 
whom were staring at the fabled "Doug's 
Beach" as the bus wobbled down Inter-
state 84. The breeze was already in the 
low 30s. From our vantage point above 
its southern bank, the Columbia River 
was already a frothing monster — and 
the clock had barely struck 8 a.m.
	 The sailors in the van had just 
dropped off their trailers in the town of 
The Dalles, some 80 miles east of Port-
land, and were heading 40 miles back 
down the river to Cascade Locks for 
the start of the "Double Damned Race." 
After doing one, we realized it's named 
as such not only because the racecourse 
is bound by dams on either end, but 
also because no matter how good you 
are, you are damned to meet with any 
manner of malfeasance at some point 
along the serpentine downwind journey 
against the river's current.
	 We'd never sailed on Oregon's Co-
lumbia River Gorge, so when Moore 
24 sailor Rowan Fennell mentioned 
the race to us last year, we thought 
it'd be a perfect opportunity not just to 
see the beautiful scenery, but find out 
why everyone who's 
ever sailed there is 
so ga-ga about it. 
We accomplished 
the latter objective 
easily; the 70-de-
gree fresh water and 
breeze that averaged 
in the mid-to-high 
20s while scratching 
40-knots in spots, 
was all the convinc-
ing we needed. On 
rare occasions, we 
were even able to 
divert our attention 
from doing our part 
to keep Dan Nitake's 
Santa Cruz-based Moore 24 Absinthe on 
her feet, and take in a stunning vista.
	 Billed as "a different kind of insanity," 
the second annual 41-mile downwind 
run between Cascade Locks and The 
Dalles on August 8 was that, and a 
whole lot more. Twelve boats — nine 
Moore 24s, a Laser SB3, Open 5.70 
and C&C 27 — completed the course. 
But not without some carnage along 
the way. Whether you wiped out wasn't 

Clockwise from above — The Double Damned Race takes you from Cascade Locks downwind, up the Co-
lumbia River to The Dalles; Brad Butler's Seattle-based 'Morphine' at a quieter point in the race; Portland 
sailor Kenny Smith's forehead required six stitches after he used it to break the gooseneck of the Laser 
SB3 he was aboard; Rowan Fennell, Roe Patterson and Peter Schoen sailed 'Mooretician' to second overall; 
'Absinthe's' Dan Nitake and Fennell get pre-race intel from a Gorge local at the Hood River watering hole 
'The Shed'; Andy Estcourt and Morgan Larson broke their own record aboard Larson's Moore 24 'Bruzer'.

The Dalles •

• Cascade Locks

<— Portland, OR ~ 40 miles

•
Hood River

in question. How many times you did 
so, was. See this months's Sightings, 
on page 91 for an example. Even Gorge 
resident and eventual winner Morgan 
Larson wadded it up more than once — in 
fact Larson's Moore 24 Bruzer was the 
first — en route to breaking the course 
record Larson set last year by almost a 
half-hour.
	 PRO Doug Archbald from the Hood 
River YC, described the race as the 

Northwest's Delta Ditch Run. Having 
done both, the only similarities we can 
derive are that they are both downwind 
races up a river and their names make 
the same acronym. Over the course of 
the Ditch Run, you're sailing almost 
entirely through waters bordered by flat 
landscape. Over the course of the Double 
Damned, you sail up a steep-walled 
chute cleft from the Cascade Range, 
with various spires and mounds lining 
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— A DIFFERENT KIND OF INSANITY

There were times when even the chicken chute was a bad idea . . . Dan Nitake keeps 'Absinthe' groovin' 
while Randy Lakos engineers some rudder immersion and this writer hangs on. Not pictured is bowman 
Peter Carrick, because he's down below, packing the kites for another round of more insanity.
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the river's banks. 
As the wind fun-
nels through this 
chute and over and 
around these vari-
ous features, you're 
blasted by "stand-
ing puffs," that ac-
celerate through 
the Gorge. As luck 
would have it, these 
puffs almost always 
seemed to be locat-
ed exactly where 
you were forced, by 
a turn in the river, 
to jibe. In the Ditch 

Run, you can push your luck with the 
edges of the channel, and a navigational 
overreach means a grinding halt in a 
sticky mud flat. Go too far in a Double 
Damned and you've run yourself into a 
sheer wall of igneous rock.
	 Fortunately, none of the fleet did 
that, and it was only the breeze that did 
the boat-breaking. That is, except for 
aboard the Laser SB3, where Portland 
sailor Kenny Smith decided to break the 

gooseneck on his forehead, sending him 
off the water and to the hospital for six 
stitches. Although the boat made it to 
the Dalles under jib alone, it took long 
enough that Smith was waiting there to 

help de-rig. But the Laser wasn't alone; 
at least half the fleet broke something. 
	 "This has to be one of the best sails 
I've ever had," Nitake said. "This required 
the whole crew to pull this one off, rather 
than having half an hour to figure out 
something in the ocean. The jibing vs. 
crashing was the key to this race. Go 
fast, don't crash, and life will be good."
	 Standard operating procedure on a lot 
of the boats that were flying kites was to 
take the kite down before jibing and re-
hoisting. Everyone we talked to copped 
to sailing under a main and jib alone at 
various points in the race.
	 Bruzer — sailed by Larson, his wife 
Christa, brother-in-law Andy Estcourt 
and Eric Hauge — finished in just over 
3h, 50m. Second in were Northern Cali-
fornia offshore shredders Peter Schoen 
and Roe Patterson, who were joined on 
Mooretician at the last minute by Fennell 
after he heard they had planned on do-
ing it doublehanded! The trio also broke 
the previous record of about 4h, 18m, 
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'Mooretician' at one of those points in the race where a kite just doesn't make 
any sense. More than one boat was swallowed whole by the river.

by more than ten minutes. Absinthe, 
with 'Cruzers Nitake, Randy Lakos, Pe-
ter Carrick and this writer were third, 
missing the old record by some four 
minutes.
	 In the post-race debrief over a huge 
taco bar hosted by The Dalles YC, talk 
turned to just what type of boats are 
capable of making the trip. One limiting 
factor is boat size; as a major shipping 
conduit, the Columbia is plenty deep for 
any trailerable boat. The problem comes 
when launching and hauling out. The 
only launching facilities at either end 
are ramps — both of which extend just 
long enough into the water to submerge 
a fairly short trailer, depending on the 
water level between the two dams. 
While boats as big as an Express 27 are 
capable of doing it, we don't think you 
could go much larger. The other limit-
ing factor is control. Save for the Open 
5.70 — hampered by a broken reef-line 
clutch that left the main looking more 
like a balloon than a sail — the consen-
sus was that most modern sportboats 
in stock configuration would have been 
overwhelmed by the conditions.

	 Although there 
was  p l en t y  o f 
pucker-factor, we 
felt safe because 
we were sailing on 
a boat that count-
ed four Pac Cups 
and thousands 
of miles of West 
Coast  o f fshore 
sailing among the 
rest of the crew. 
Otherw ise ,  we 
would have lob-
bied for a kite-free 
trip.
	 When "lifelines 
would have been 
nice" is the line of the day, you get the 
picture. The reality is that with current 
like that pushing one direction, and 
breeze like that pushing the other, an 
MOB — of which there were more than 
a few — means a rapid separation be-
tween the sailor and the boat.

Feeling like we'd just gotten off a gnarly 
roller coaster and wanted to jump right 
back on, we were trying to decompress 
after hauling out when Fennell came 
over to ask us what we thought
	 "Well, was it everything it was made 
out to be," he asked?
	 "Way, way more . . . "

latitude/rg
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…call this your backyard!

Emeryville MarinaEmeryville Marina

ON THE BAY

San Rafael

Richmond
580

80

Mill
Valley

101

San Francisco

Daly
City

Oakland

880

580

Hayward

13

EMERYVILLE

24
Berkeley

Marina

S
an Francisco B

ay

(510) 654-3716
www.emeryvillemarina.com

When you call Emeryville Marina Home...When you call Emeryville Marina Home... 
…call this your backyard!

Slips from 20-65 ft
Full Amenities - including

Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station

New Member 

Showers and 

Laundry Facilities 

Now Open!

NEW SLIPS!
Available Fall/Winter 2009
Now taking reservations

for 40' to 60'

NEW SLIPS!
Available Fall/Winter 2009
Now taking reservations

for 40' to 60'

Free Wi-Fi and Video Surveillance

LA Harbor Area:
Steve Dair 310 619-7245

Marina Del Rey:
Doug Johnstone
310 528-2146

Oceanside: Lee Pryor
760 529-0062

For information:
949 645-6697

ELLIOTT / PATTISON SAILMAKERS

870 Production Place

Newport Beach, CA 92663
(949) 645-6697

We have a passion for
building sails. Call us
about your next set.

Because your sail matters!

Antrim 40 “ ” - 1st in Class Crewed FarallonesXL Photo by:

Charlie Bergstedt
949 645-6697

Pure One Design!

Pure One Design!

310-928-6570

w w w. O P E N S A I L I N G U S A . c o m

Contact our
new NorCal Rep –
Barry Demak
(408) 905-7245

norcal@opensailingusa.com
to schedule your

demo today!

One Design Starts
Now Available on
San Francisco Bay

Pure One Design!



CONNECTED CRUISING — 

WiFi. The WiFi standard defines 14 chan-
nels, but they overlap each other, so 
there are only really three non-overlap-
ping channels (1, 6 and 11).
	 The directional setup is better in 
this regard. We have an 800mW radio 
that I mounted on a 19dBi flat panel 

antenna, and which 
could warm a plate 
of beans at 20 pac-
es — and get me 
in trouble with the 
FCC if run at full 
power. This provides 

a strong transmitted signal, and also fa-
vors signals from the direction in which 
the antenna is pointed when receiving, 
hence cutting down on interference. 
This can be effective in marinas where 
the boat is relatively still, but we’ve had 
to drop a stern anchor to keep the boat 
from swinging when using it out in an 
anchorage.

Disappointments with WiFi
	 Even with good WiFi equipment on 
the boat, we’ve found WiFi disappointing. 
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	 Having enjoyed two Ha-Ha's and 
countless issues of Latitude, it’s great to 
be offered the opportunity to give a little 
back in the form of what we've learned 
about doing business from your boat in 
California and Mexico.
	 Let’s start with a little background. 
I’ve been working for Hewlett Packard 
from Mamabird for six years now. HP, like 
many companies 
these days, is happy 
to have employees 
work remotely. I’d 
like to think they 
care deeply about 
my quality of life, 
but somehow I suspect it has more to 
do with reducing site-related costs and 
increasing productivity. Just think of all 
the time one spends around the coffee 
machine or taking long lunches in an 
office environment, and how one tends 
not to delineate so clearly between work 
time and home time when working from 
home, and the productivity argument 
becomes clear. As an engineer I spend 
around two-thirds of my time working 
from Mamabird and the remaining one-
third flying to fun places to meet custom-
ers face-to-face.
	 Sharon’s story is a little different, as 
she's a geologist in an environmental 
consulting firm. Part of her job is over-
seeing environmental cleanup worksites 
— which obviously cannot be done re-
motely. But there is also a lot of report 
writing, permit applications and other 
paperwork to be done. Sharon worked 
out a deal with her San Rafael company 
whereby she took on more report-writing 
while her co-workers spend more time on 
job sites.

Our Computers & Equipment
	 We each have a notebook computer 
dedicated to work, another dedicated 
to navigation, and a spare. This may be 
more than is typical, but many boats 
these days have more than one com-
puter. As such, we needed a way to share 
an Internet connection.
	 We also have a HP Photosmart C7280 
printer/scanner/copier, a Skype phone 
— which looks like a real phone, but 
'talks Skype' over an Internet connec-
tion — and a couple of HP MediaVaults 
on which we store our music, movies 
and backups. All of these hook together 
through a simple wireless access point/
hub down below. This is identical to 
what one might find in a moderately 
tech-savvy home. Where things differ is 
with our Internet connections.
	 The wireless access point has a single 
port marked 'WAN', which I can connect 

to the Internet through various means 
— a DSL or cable modem when at the 
dock, either a masthead omni-direc-
tional or railmount directional WiFi client 
when WiFi is available, or a Cradlepoint 
EVDO/HSDPA router into which we 
plug an AT&T, Verizon or Telcel modem 

card when beyond WiFi range or when 
the available WiFi network sucks. One 
Internet connection is shared by all the 
computers and devices.
	 The DSL/cable setup was fine when 
we were tied to our home dock, and at 
Marina Costa Baja where they lent us 
a cable modem free of charge and have 
excellent Internet service.

Our WiFi Equipment
	 The WiFi equipment we have is profes-
sional-grade equipment from High Gain 
Antennas (www.highgainantennas.com). 
We have one radio mounted at the mast-
head, connected to an 8dBi omni-direc-
tional antenna. 
By placing the 
radio close to 
the antenna, 
we cut down 
on loss in the 
coaxial cable 
connecting the 
two. Standard 
network cable 
(CAT5) runs 
down the mast 
and carr ies 
data and pow-
er. The omni-
d i r e c t i o n a l 
setup is easy 
to  use ,  but 
seems to suf-
fer from inter-
ference when 
there are a lot 
of wireless net-
works around 
— which is 
often the case 
near marinas, 
where most of 
the high-end 
houses  and 
w a t e r f r o n t 
b u s i n e s s e s 
have their own 

Even with good WiFi equipment on the boat, 
we’ve found WiFi disappointing. 

Tools of the trade, left to right: A Skype phone, 
two varieties of wireless USB modems, a wire-
less WiFi travel router.



WORKING FROM YOUR BOAT

rible to Verizon 
or AT&T in the 
U.S.
	 We bought 
the modem of-
fered by Telcel 
for about $120, 
which included 
the first month 
of service. We 
success fu l ly 
used the ser-
vice in Mazat-
lan and La Paz. 
We even just 
scraped a sig-
nal from the 
southernmost 
anchorage on 
Espiritu Santo.
	 Performance 
was excellent 
when near a 
dense popula-
tion area, but 
dropped down 
as we moved 
farther away. 
Nevertheless 
i t  w a s  s t i l l 
usable. I un-
derstand that 
this service is 
a recent offer-
ing by Telcel, 
and they are 
just starting to 
build out their 
high-speed network, so it may improve. 
Outside the high-speed coverage area, 
the modem connects in a lower-speed 
mode using the older EDGE protocol.

Cell Phone Amplifiers
	 During a visit to the U.S., I picked up 
a Wilson Electronics cell phone ampli-
fier, and an external 'marine' antenna 

by Digital Antennas from 3gstore.com (a 
great dealer). These cell boosters come 
in two types: direct-connect and wire-
less. The former requires a special cable 
to connect the modem or phone to the 
amplifier — potentially different for each 
device you want to amplify — and you 

Most in-home access points near mari-
nas are protected. Some cafes and local 
businesses have unprotected networks, 
or the key can be bought for the price 
of a cup of coffee, but those tend to be 
heavily used by cruisers and as a result 
are very slow. Even the professionally 
run marina networks are often unbear-
ably slow, particularly in the evenings.
	 WiFi connection quality can also be 
patchy — I remember getting a 'just good 
enough' signal in the Tenacatita Bay 
anchorage from a network in La Manza-
nilla one day, and the next day having 
to take a dinghy ride across the bay to 
get a strong enough signal to deliver a 
promised report. I have a picture in my 
mind of a low-powered wireless access 
point sitting on someone’s desk behind a 
pile of books. Maybe I can scrape a signal 
from it, but then the owner sets a cup 
of coffee in front of the access point and 
my signal disappears. The other end is 
as important as my end, but I have no 
control over it.

Cell-Based Telcel Modems
	 Part-way into the winter we found 
out that Telcel offers a pay-as-you-go 
cell-based Internet service. It cannot 

be bought in the 
little Telcel shops 
that now seem to 
outnumber dis-
count pharma-
cies in Mexico; 
only the large Tel-
cel offices sell it. 
The deal is that 
you must provide 
your own GSM/
HSDPA modem, 
or buy one from 
them. And you 
need a Telcel SIM 
card to put in the 
modem with some 
credit on it. Then 
you simply send 
a special code as 
a text message to 
Telcel telling them 
whether you want 
to buy a day, three 
days, a week or a 
month of service, 
and you’re online. 
There is no con-
tract to sign, no 
early termination 
fee, no credit card 
required, and the 
price is compa-

can only amplify one device at a time. 
The wireless boosters, however, use a 
second antenna mounted down below. 
They work by picking up the signal from 
your cell phone and/or modem on the in-
ternal antenna and retransmitting it with 

much more power through the external 
antenna. The former reputedly provides 
better performance, but we chose the 
latter for convenience.
	 As with any radio-to-antenna connec-
tion, it’s important to use good quality 
cable. The cable provided to connect the 
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Dressed to impress, Colin and Sharon were 
looking salty yet chic at last year's Ha-Ha Kick-
off Party. No, that's not their megayacht.

There is no contract to sign, no early termination 
fee, no credit card required, and the price is 
comparible to Verizon or AT&T in the U.S.
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amplifier to the external antenna was 
25 feet of RG58, which, in my opinion, 
is very poor. What was provided to con-
nect the amplifier to the internal antenna 
was even worse! I un-soldered the cable 
from the internal antenna and replaced 
it with a short length of the RG58, and 
used some LMR400 (very low loss coax) 
to connect the amplifier to the external 
antenna.
	 The cell modem with amplifier has 
worked very well for us. We found that 

it is critical to place the phone/modem 
very close to the internal antenna — any 
more than a few inches away and the 
signal drops off dramatically. This is 
quite deliberate on the part of the manu-
facturer, and necessary to prevent feed-
back between the internal and external 
antennas.

Turning Your Telcel Modem 
into an Onboard Router

	 The other device that we’ve really 

come to like is 
the Cradlepoint 
CTR350 EVDO/
HSDPA router. 
You simply plug 
your cellular mo-
dem into the rout-
er, and it turns 
the cell-based 
connection into 
a WiFi network. 
This lets several 
computers and 
o ther  dev ices 
share the same 
Telcel/AT&T/Ve-
rizon cellular mo-
dem. 
	 Need less  to 
say the cellular 
providers aren’t 
quick to tell you 
about this op-
tion!

— colin honess

Q & A with Latitude 38
	 Latitude: How well does your modem 
work, how much does it cost a month, 
and how long is the contract?
	 Colin: As mentioned, in Mexico the 
Telcel modem cost $120 US, including 
the first month of service. After that you 
add money to the SIM card and then 
buy the length of service you require. We 
were buying a month at a time for about 
$50. On this plan there is no contract. 
Other plans exist that involve a contract. 
They have cheaper rates, but the guy 
at Telcel said they are very difficult to 
terminate.
	 In big cities the modem used the 
HSDPA protocol — same as AT&T in 
the U.S. — and was 
fast. Downloads were 
at around 120 Kbytes 
a second. Elsewhere, 
i t  used EDGE and 
achieved maybe 28-
30 Kbytes a second. 
We were continually 
amazed at where we 
got access. We had it a 
good chunk of the way 
from La Paz down to 
Cabo, and then from 
Cabo up to San Diego 
— sometimes as far as 
20 miles offshore. We’d 
wait until we were pull-
ing level with a village 
onshore, and then nip 
below and check for a 

signal. Very often we were able to down-
load emails, send a few text messages 
with Skype, and pull a fresh GRIB file.
	 The cell signal really likes line of sight 
to the tower, so while it works very well 
in Bahia Gabriella on Espiritu Santo, we 
couldn’t get a signal in the anchorages 
farther up the island. Once we left the 
anchorage and went out into Bahia de La 
Paz, however, the system worked fine.
	 In the U.S., I’ve used both AT&T and 
Verizon. My experience has been that 
the AT&T service, when at its best, is 
considerably faster than Verizon. But 
we've found Verizon to have better cov-
erage and to be much more consistent. 
Recently in Truckee, for example, I 
measured speeds on my AT&T modem 
approaching 3Mbit/second — which is 
blindingly fast — but then the next mo-
ment only 500Kbit/s — or one sixth as 
much. In Santa Cruz Harbor, a series of 
tests showed performance fluctating be-
tween 150Kbit/s and 1.2Mbit/sec, which 
is miserable to good. Consistency of per-
formance is often more important than 
peak performance since many real-time 
applications — Skype, media streaming 
and so forth — adapt to current link 
performance, but take time to adapt. 
Verizon always seemed more uniformly 
mediocre at around 1.2Mbit/sec.
	 The one thing to absolutely avoid is 
using your U.S.-based cellular modem 
in Mexico on a roaming basis. My AT&T 
plan charges $19.95 per megabyte. I’m 
not sure whether Carlos Slim wants to 
get fat at my expense, or whether AT&T 
has a CEO bonus to pay, but in my 
opinion it's robbery.
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The one thing to 
absolutely avoid is using 
your U.S.-based cellular 
modem in Mexico on a 

roaming basis. 

When you can 'live the dream' and make an 
income at the same time, life is good. Sharon 
and Colin cruised without cutting the cord.

Working from the boat involves the high tech 
and not-so-high tech — such as Colin's old-
school solution to glare on his laptop screen.



WORKING FROM YOUR BOAT

	 It’s worth making a point about the 
5GB download limit associated with 
many of the cell-based plans. I think the 
intent of this is to 
discourage behavior 
that would other-
wise bog down the 
service for everyone 
else. 5GB/month 
is a lot of data if 
you are just doing 
email, downloading 
and uploading photos, downloading the 
occasional program, etc. But you soon 
hit the limit if you’re using BitTorrent 
to share movies. We experienced some 
pretty miserable performance from 
several professionally run marina WiFi 
networks in Mexico, which would likely 
have performed a lot better had they 
placed such a limit on a few individual 
users.

	 38: What kind of cell phone booster 
do you have, and how well does that 
work?
	 C: Wilson Electronics Mobile Wire-
less Dual-Band Amplifier (p/n 801201), 
Digital Antennas marine dual-band 
antenna, and some homemade cables. 
Many times I’ve been able to connect with 
the amplifier, but not without it. If the 
signal strength reported by the modem is 
correct, the amplifier/antenna combina-
tion is giving me a 30-40dB boost — not 
bad when you consider that every 3dB 
is an effective doubling of power.
	 One thing I’ve noticed is that the range 
achieved in California is much less than 
in Mexico. My professional fisherman 
neighbor says that he also gets notice-
ably better range in Washington and 
Oregon than in California. We’ve theo-
rized that the greater population density 
in California requires more cell towers, 

which are then run at reduced power 
to prevent interference between towers. 
When you’re in an intended coverage 

area on land you don’t notice the differ-
ence since the power is lower but you’re 
closer to a tower, but the lower power in 
California doesn’t radiate as far out from 
the shore. It’s a theory at least.

	 38: What kind of cell phone do you 
use, how much does it cost, how long is 
the contract, and how well does it work?
	 C: I travel a lot for work, so I bought 

an unlocked GSM phone on E-Bay 
a long while ago. The idea was to 
buy SIM cards for the countries I 
visited. I bought a SIM card and 
a few hundred prepaid minutes 
from T-Mobile in the U.S. and 
then another SIM card with some 
minutes from Telcel in Mexico. 
But I’m really an email guy, and 
didn’t much use it. Sharon also 
prefers email.
	 Both Sharon and I have par-
ents in Europe, 
and like to keep in 
regular touch us-

ing Skype. This doesn’t 
require a hugely fast 
Internet connection, but 
does require a consistent 
connection. In California 
with DSL, WiFi and a 
Verizon cellular modem, 
this worked fine for may-
be three calls out of five. 
In Mexico, most WiFi 
connections weren’t con-
sistent enough. But with 
a cellular modem, Skype 
often worked — albeit 
with occasional annoy-
ing quirks. It was good enough for family 
and friends, but not for business.

	 38: Can you give us a general idea of 
where it works and doesn’t work? And 
whatever problems you might have with 
the system?
	 C: Regarding the WiFi service in 
places we visited, the good, bad and ugly 
were:
	 Best: Marina Costa Baja, which loans 

boaters a cable modem free of charge. 
Good: The anchorage in Cabo, El Cid 
Marina in Mazatlan, various cafes in La 
Cruz, and ditto in Barra de Navidad.
	 Okay: The anchorage at Chacala and 

the Yelapa anchor-
age.
	 Bad :  Mar ina 
Palmira in La Paz 
and the marina in 
La Cruz.
	 Ugly: Tenacatita 
Bay and Chemela.
	 As mentioned 

above, the cellular modem-based In-
ternet service was outstanding. We got 
service in Marina El Cid in Mazatlan, in 
La Paz, in Bahia San Gabriel at Espiritu 
Santo Island, in the middle of Bahia 
de La Paz, at various places on the trip 
from La Paz to Cabo, going past Mag 
Bay, in Bahia Santa Maria, in Bahia 
Asuncion, in Turtle Bay, while going past 
Isla Cedros, while passing 10 miles off 
Ensenada, and many other odd 'middle 
of nowhere' places up to 20 miles off-
shore.
	 We’ve noticed that it’s quite possible 
to get a good signal, but still not be able 
to get an Internet connection. It’s like 
some of the cell towers simply refuse a 
connection. I don’t know why.

	 38: And finally, any random thoughts 
on working from your boat?
	 C: From a connectivity perspective, if I 
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I’m not sure whether Carlos Slim wants to 
get fat at my expense, or whether AT&T has a 

CEO bonus to pay, but in my opinion it's robbery.

Coupled with an external antenna, this little 
gizmo — a cell phone amplifier — can give you 
much more transmitting power.

It still amazes us that you can make free inter-
national calls via a Skype set-up from remote 
anchorages in Mexico and beyond.

were to start over I’d do things a little dif-
ferently. I’d definitely get the cell-based 
system. I’d buy an unlocked GSM/HS-
DPA modem on E-Bay that is compatible 
with the Cradlepoint routers, and buy 
the Telcel SIM card and pay-as-you-go 
service on arrival in Mexico. I’d set up 
the amplifier and Cradlepoint router 



CONNECTED CRUISING

portant to have spare parts if those 
parts are important to you. A month or 
so into the winter — and probably after 
a sundowner or two — I picked up my 
work computer by the lid, buckled the 

case and damaged the screen. 
How can your company send 
you a replacement in Mexico? I 
ended up working on the spare 
for the rest of the winter.

	 As with all things boating, 
it’s important to have choices 
and be flexible when it comes 
to working aboard. Usually 
cellular technology works fine, 
but sometimes WiFi is signifi-
cantly faster. Other times you 
may have to go into town and 
sit in a cafe to get online, while 
on the odd occasion you have 
to resign yourself to not getting 
on the net at all. But given 

the right job, working from your boat 
these days is a very real possibility. And 
while you lose some of the camaraderie 
of working in an office with co-workers, 
I'd exchange smog for a sea breeze, cube 
walls for playful dolphins, and a coffee 
machine for a palapa anyday.

— colin honess

exactly as we have it, as they 
work well. (I mention buying 
an unlocked card because 
this allows it to be re-used in 
different countries by buying 
a local SIM card, and because 
the cell company isn’t provid-
ing you with a modem, you 
have much better chances of 
negotiating a pay-as-you-go 
rate.
	 I’d not bother with the very 
high power and complex WiFi 
setup, but go with something 
like the Engenius EUB-362 
EXT and a 9dBi external 
antenna. We have these also, 
and they've worked surpris-
ingly well. This is functionally 
very similar to the package offered by 
West Marine, but can be had online for 
around $60-70. It’s not nearly as power-
ful as the 'professional grade' equipment, 
but with the cellular system it isn’t often 
needed. And as mentioned earlier, we’ve 
found WiFi to be disappointing.
	 Like anything on the boat, it’s im-

Colin and Sharon are currently back in the 
States fattening their cruising kitty, but we're 
sure they'll be back 'out there' soon. 
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Installment fees apply to payment plans. All policies subject to limits and exclusions. 

Call 1-800-283-2883 for a quote

or apply online at BoatUS.com

Fire, sinking, fuel spill, damage caused by your boat 
to other property or people — the costs of these 
catastrophes will come right out of your pocket 
without insurance.

At BoatU.S., we offer a variety of low-cost policies 
featuring the protection you need and the flexible 
payment options you want.

Don’t make a mistake you can’t afford. Let the experts 
at BoatU.S. find the perfect coverage for you, your 
boat and your checkbook.

In these tough economic times, letting your boat 
insurance lapse could be a huge mistake. 

You Can’t Afford To Make This Mistake

Even if you don’t use your boat this season, things can 
still happen — right in your driveway!

Mention priority code 4848
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Anna Stockel heads to Hawaii in the 
2000 Singlehanded TransPac.

Use the Autopilot Favored by 
Singlehanded Racers

Because for More than 30 Years ALPHA PILOTS
Have Delivered the Highest Performance, 
Reliability and Low Power Consumption 

These Competitors Demand!

Alpha Marine Systems, Inc.     6809 96th Avenue SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
(800) 257-4225   (206) 275-1200   email sales@alphamarinesystems.com   Web site www.alphamarinesystems.com

A World Class Product Built in the USA

Why buy an Alpha Autopilot?  We'll make your boating more fun!
Singlehanded skippers have proven that the world's best autopilot can steer almost as well as they can, 
save battery power, be more reliable than most crew members, and almost never break down. But, what 
really counts is how much more enjoyable your boating can be with an Alpha Pilot!

Please visit our web site at www.alphamarinesystems.com or call 1-800-257-4225
and let our knowledgeable staff discuss how we can put pleasure in pleasure boating.

 

OYSTER POINT 
Marina/Park

A full service marina located in 
South San Francisco with berthing 

and guest dockage available
For information and pricing call

(650) 952-0808
www.smharbor.com/oysterpoint

®



EYE ON THE BAYEYE ON THE BAY

	 September on the Bay is generally 
a month to remember. The screaming 
grey breezes of August begin to mellow 
and warm, leaving the coast clear for 
racers, daysailors and migrating cruisers 
alike.
	 Of course, for many of us, it's also the 
month that kids go back to school, taking 
with them the opportunity for family time 
aboard the boat. Soccer practice, ballet 

recitals, football games, the dreaded 
parent-teacher conference — they all 
conspire to rob you of your will to live, 
forget about sailing.
	 But the last thing you should do is 
forget about sailing. Not only does sail-

ing as a family create a bond not easily 
broken, it also teaches kids that you can 
have fun with the parental units. Take 
along some of their friends and you'll 
soon be known as the coolest 'rent in the 
'hood.
	 "I don't have the time," you may groan. 
Balderdash! If you have time to watch 
Jon & Kate Plus 8, you have time to take 
your boat out of its slip. Schedule one 
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ASpread, 'Knot Knotty' knifes through the slot. 

Insets (top to bottom), kickin' it in the cockpit; 
this beauty's flashing her baby blue at the Rock; 
making memories in front of the Golden Gate.
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EYE ON THE BAY
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— SEPTEMBER REMEMBER

Forget me not, summer sailing on the Bay — (clockwise from below) Making a splash on the 
Cityfront; catamaran sailing gives you a sense of 'Serenity'; 'Caroline' bows to her partner; 
we forgot the question; club sailing aboard 'Cavieyacht' (center); 'Renaissance' fair; a sail 
to remember; 'Daydreams' are made of these; 'Alexandra' performs a little 'Magic'.
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night a week to turn off the 
idiot box, pack some food, 
and take the fam for an eve-
ning sail. 
	 Winds are generally calmer 
at that time of day and there 
are fewer boats on the water. 
Official sunset in the Bay 
Area is after 7 p.m. through-
out most of September, which 
means it will stay light until 
about 8 p.m. — plenty of time 
for a quick spin. 

	 If you've never sailed at night before, 
here are a few tips to keep in mind:
	 • Bring plenty of warm clothes — even 
on the hottest days, temps drop quickly 
when the sun goes down.
	 • Pack a picnic dinner, or grab some 
take-out on your way to the boat. Noth-
ing can ruin a good time faster than a 
cranky teenager on the prowl for food.
	 • If you suspect you won't be back 
before dusk, turn on  your running lights 
before you leave the dock.
	 • As soon as the light begins to fade, 

assign everyone on board the duty of 
keeping a sharp eye out for other boats 
and commercial traffic — their lights can 
be tough to see against the backdrop of 
the City. Stress the importance of this 
activity without scaring the crew. Try 
making a game out of it with younger 
kids: "Who can find the most boats?"
	 • Keep a good star chart and red-
lensed flashlight onboard. Light pollu-

tion drowns out all but the 
brightest stars, which makes 
identifying them a breeze.
	 • When the whining starts, 
it's time to go in. You may be 
having a ball tweaking the 
headsail and fiddling with the 
main, but always remember 
this is a family outing. The 
last thing you want to do is 
teach your kids that sailing 
is boring.
	 • Set up your boat for a 
quick getaway so the next 
time you're faced with a night 

of soul-less TV, you can just jump aboard 
and go.

	 Finding time for family activities 
after school begins can be a challenge, 
but this is one that's worth the effort. 
Not only will you teach your kids about 
responsibility while having a good time, 
but you'll create memories that last a 
lifetime — or at least until Dancing with 
the Stars comes on.

— latitude 38/ladonna

Smooth as 'Seasilk'.

 

Making boating easier – and more fun! – is what a marina should be all about. That's why Oyster 
Cove Marina rates number one with many Bay Area boaters. It's an exclusive yet reasonable facility of 219 
berths, accommodating pleasurecraft in slips up to 60-ft long. Oyster Cove is the private Peninsula ma-
rina closest to bluewater boating. Want to cruise to Sausalito, lunch at Tiburon, or sail to Angel Island? 
How about a day's fishing outside the Gate, or a weekend at the Delta? No other private Peninsula marina is 
better situated or offers nicer, fresher surroundings.

385 OYSTER POINT BOULEVARD #8A, 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO

( 650 ) 952 - 5540

• Berths 30 feet to 60 feet
• Double Finger Concrete Slips
• Telephone Available
• Five Minutes from SFO
• Heated Dressing Rooms & Showers

We Still Offer More!

• Laundry Room   
• Nightly Security Patrol
• Complimentary Ice   
• Cable TV/High Speed Internet
• End Ties Available at $5.95/Ft!
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BAJA HA-HA XVI
Brought to you 

by these 
official sponsors

Icom America Inc.
Award-winning Marine Communications Equipment

Handhelds  •  Mounted VHF  •  SSB  •  Radar
Visit one of our many West Coast dealers

www.icomamerica.com/marine

Nautical Books, Software, Charts 
and more!

http://vallartayachtclub.org
http://banderasbayregatta.com

Everything you need from a full service yacht club.

The Rally Committee encourages you to patronize the advertisers who
make this event possible – and take advantage of their Baja Ha-Ha Specials!

Summer
is safe at 

Paradise…

011-52-322-22-66728 • www.paradisevillage.com

marina@paradisevillagegroup.com

Enjoy
your stay
with us!

011-52-322-22-66728 • www.paradisevillage.com

marina@paradisevillagegroup.com

536 sailors completed 
Baja Ha-Ha XV!

Turn the page for more ➥

www.baja-haha.com

Your 
Yacht Club 

South of the 
Border

Home 
of the 

Banderas Bay 
Regatta

Enjoy
your stay
with us!

Summer
is safe at 
Paradise

432 South 1st Street • Pt. Richmond, CA 94804
Toll Free: (888) 946-3826 • Tel: (510) 215-2010

email: scanmar@selfsteer.com • www.selfsteer.com

Emergency
Rudder

Factory
Direct

Call 1•800•BOATING
(1•800•262-8464)

for a catalog or the store nearest you.

www.waypoints.com • (510) 769-1547

621 - 4th St., Oakland, CA

RIGGING
ONLY

Standing and running rigging, lifelines, furlers, winches,
headsail poles, main slider systems, windlasses,

travelers, wire terminals, blocks and more… 
Expert advice for selection and installation.

www.riggingonly.com
(508) 992-0434 • sail@riggingonly.com

Our
25th Year!

ARE YOU READY 
TO HA-HA?

	 If you check out the ever-
expanding entry list of this year's 
rally and you'll see that there is no 
shortage of sailors eager to head 
south this year. With a few days 
still remaining until the September 
10 entry deadline, 160 boats have 
already signed up, with homeports 
as diverse as Kauai and Montreal. 
The smallest so far is Little Lara, 
Jay Bowden's Pacific Seacraft 24 
from Santa Barbara, and the largest 
so far is William Hogarty's Rhode 
Island-based Maxi 97 Odysseus. 

	 If you're new to the event, let us 
explain that the Ha-Ha is a 750-mile 
cruisers’ rally from San Diego to 
Cabo San Lucas, with stops along 
the way at Turtle Bay and Bahia 
Santa Maria.

	 You'll find frequent updates on 
this year's event, in addition to all 
sorts of other hot sailing topics at 
Latitude's three-times-weekly news 
portal, 'Lectronic Latitude (found 
at www.latitude38.com.)

www.almar.com

Full service
marinas –

San Francisco
to San Diego

160BOATSALREADYSIGNEDUP!
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A Full Service Boat Yard in Puerto Vallarta
88 ton Travelift • Parts • Service • Repairs

011-52 (322) 221-1800     www.opequimar.com
info@opequimar.com

www.marina-mazatlan.com
011-52 (669) 669-2936 & 2937

elizarraga@marinamazatlan.com

Not just a marina – a cruiser's community
Your best destination across the Sea…

Let Marina El Cid
Welcome You to Mexico

A Cruiser's Paradise!

www.elcid.com 
qcevallos@elcid.com.mx

011-52 (669) 916-3468

The best marina – 25 minutes away from Puerto Vallarta

Tel: 322 779 91 91 or 329 29 555 26
info@marinarivieranayarit.com

www.marinarivieranayarit.com

Early Bird

Rates
We AreNow Open!

BAJA HA-HA XVI
Brought to you by these 
official sponsors

www.baja-haha.com

Ventura Harbor Boatyard, Inc.
Located halfway between San Francisco & San Diego

Haulouts to 165 tons ~ Full line of marine services 
Dockside services ~ On-site chandlery

1415 Spinnaker Drive, Ventura, CA 
(805) 654-1433 • www.vhby.com

Spinnaker & Genoa Sleeves
Top/Mast Climber 

GALE SAIL • TACKER

www.atninc.com
(800) 874-3671

Sailing should be 
easy and safe

Survive Your Dream

604-925-2660        www.hydrovane.com

Contact Dockmaster: Juan Sebastian Estrada
Ph/Fax from US: 011 52 322 297 7000

juan@marinanuevovallarta.com
 www.marinanuevovallarta.com

NOW UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

MEET THE FLEET
Crew List Party Sept. 9
	 Among the important dates 
to note (at right) is Latitude's 
annual Mexico-Only Crew List 
and Ha-Ha Party, September 
9. There, hundreds of potential 
crew mix and mingle with Ha-Ha 
boat owners looking for extra 
watch-standers. Get a headstart 
on the process at our constantly 
updated Crew List site at www.
latitude38.com. As many Ha-Ha 
vets will confirm, the best way 
to prepare for doing the event 
in your own boat is to crew for 
someone else first.

IS THE PACIFIC 
PUDDLE JUMP IN 
YOUR FUTURE?
	 For many cruisers, the next 
logical step after cruising 
Mexican waters for a season or 
more is to hang a right and head 
west into the Pacific. 

	 We call that annual springtime 
migration the Pacific Puddle 
Jump, and report on it heavily 
in the pages of Latitude 38. 
Making that 3,000-mile passage 
is one of the most thrilling 
accomplishments in the realm 
of sailing. Learn more at www.
pacificpuddlejump.com.

Sausalito Marine
Electrical Shop

"The Project Place"
Are your electrical, electronic, communication and

safety systems ready for Baja and beyond?

CONSULT WITH A MASTER ELECTRICIAN
Design  -  Sale  -  Service

300 Harbor Drive, Sausalito, CA   (415) 332-9030
www.sausalitomarine.com



(619) 224-2349  •  (866) 341-6189 toll-free
Fax (619) 224-4692

info@yachtfinders.biz  •  www.yachtfinders.biz

Watermakers that improve 
the cruising lifestyle.

(800) 755-6701 • www.katadyn.com
email: marine@katadyn.com
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FULL SERVICE MARINA
Conveniently located downtown

Tel: 011-52 (612) 122-1646
Fax: 011-52 (612) 125-5900

email: marinalapaz@prodigy.net.mx
www.marinadelapaz.com

Newport Beach, CA • San Diego, CA
Burlingame, CA • Seattle, WA 

Bradenton, FL • Puerto Vallarta, MX

Ultra Anchors - The quickest setting, 
highest holding power anchors available for you, 

your family and your vessel's safety.

QuicklineUSA
15561 Computer Ln, #A, Huntington Beach, CA 92649
714-843-6964    714-843-6906 fax

Marine Products from the World to the USA

www.quickline.us  or  info@quickline.us

0D36887

Serving Boaters 
Since 1959

Cruise with Confidence
See Our Half-Page Ad In This Issue

(800) 992-4443
www.marinersinsurance.com

Enjoy a free night on us
and a pre Ha-Ha party too!

Cruiser friendly with a
helpful staff.

Specialists in cruising sailboat brokerage for 27 years

(510) 769-4858
Located at Grand Marina

www.bluepelicanmarine.com

A Sailor's
Consignment

Chandlery

Sea of Cortez:
A Cruiser's Guidebook

The most up-to-date, accurate cruising 
guide detailing the remote and pristine 
anchorages of the Baja Peninsula
and Sea of Cortez.

www.exploringcortez.com
Blue Latitude Press

www.downwindmarine.com
2804 Cañon St., San Diego

(619) 224-2733 • (800) 269-0241
www.sandiegomarine.com

2636 Shelter Island Dr., San Diego
(619) 223-7159 • (800) 336-7369

Mexico 001-500-336-7369
www.sailingsupply.com

2822 Cañon Street, San Diego
(619) 225-9411 • (800) 532-3831

(800) 729-7547
(619) 477-3232

office@pier32marina.com

Baja Ha-Ha Inc.
c/o 15 Locust Ave.

Mill Valley, CA 94941 

www.baja-haha.com 
PLEASE NOTE: There is no phone num-
ber for the Baja Ha-Ha Rally Committee. 
Please don't call Latitude 38 with ques-

tions. The Ha-Ha is a separate operation.

IMPORTANT DATES
Sep 9 — Mexico-Only Crew List 

and Baja Ha-Ha Party, Encinal 
YC in Alameda; 6-9 pm.

Sep 10 — Final deadline for all 
entries.

Oct 18 –– Ha-Ha Welcome to 
San Diego Party, Downwind 
Marine, 12-4 pm. Ha-Ha 
entrants only.

Oct 24 –– Informational Meeting 
about the Pacific Puddle 
Jump, West Marine, San 
Diego, 5 pm.

Oct 25, 9 am –– Final deadline 
for all crew and skipper 
waivers, West Marine, San 
Diego.

Oct 25, 11 am — Skipper’s 
meeting, West Marine, San 
Diego. Skippers only please.

Oct 25, 1 pm — Ha-Ha 
Halloween Costume Party and 
Barbecue, West Marine, San 
Diego. 

Oct 26, 11 am — Start of Leg 1 
Oct 31, 8 am –– Start of Leg 2
Nov 4, 7 am –– Start of Leg 3
Nov 6 –– Cabo Beach Party
Nov 7 — Awards presentations 

hosted by the Cabo Marina.

A complete fuel maintenance system

www.KTISYSTEMS.com
(800) 336-0315
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never take her for granted."

Gato Go — Kennex 445 
Craig Wiese, San Diego

	 Noteworthy: Craig's sailing resume 
includes a 5-year circumnavigation.

Mykonos — Swan 44
Myron & Marina Eisenzimmer

San Francisco
	 Noteworthy: This will be the couple's 
fifth Ha-Ha aboard their Frers-designed 
sloop.

Pipe Dream IX — J/160
Scott Piper & Tracy Nance

Miami, FL
	 Noteworthy: Scott undoubtedly has 
more ocean miles under his belt than 
any other entrant. Having completed 
four circumnavigations aboard this boat, 
he was awarded the Cruising Club of 
America's Blue Water Medal this year.

Siempre Sabado — Westsail 28
Stephen & Lulu Yoder, Newport, OR

	 Quote: "We're hoping to be the small-
est boat in the fleet. No particular reason, 
just because."

	 Big boats, small boats. Fast boats, 
slow boats. New boats, old boats. All 
sorts of boats turn up each year at the 
starting line of the annual Baja Ha-Ha 
rally — the 760-mile run from San Diego 
to Cabo San Lucas. And the backgrounds 
of the event's 500 to 600 participants are 
always as diverse as the boats they sail 
on.
	 You'll be introduced to them here, 
and in two following installments in 
our October and November issues. As 
you'll learn, they all seem to yearn for 
adventure and a change of pace from the 
workaday world back home. 
	 Despite the lousy economy, there 
seem to be as many boats as ever head-
ing south this year. So many, in fact, 
that we only have room to run abbrevi-
ated profiles here, plus a few vignettes 
of crews we thought were particularly 
interesting. Before the October 25 start, 
however, you'll find full info on all en-
tries in a downloadable event program 
at www.baja-haha.com.
	 Here then (drum roll please) are mem-
bers of the Baja Ha-Ha Class of 2009. 
(Boats are listed in the order in which 
they signed up.)

Natalie — Ericson 35 Mk I
Ford Johnson, San Francisco

	 Noteworthy: The mold for this boat 
was salvaged from a landfill — where 
it had been abandoned by Pearson 
Yachts.

Sirocco — J/130
Lee Pryor & Cathy Sweet, Oceanside
	 Quote: Lee: "It was my wife who de-

cided we should go. But I make all of the 
key decisions otherwise, like where we 
will store the toilet paper."

Galatea — Island Packet 380
Doug & Cathy Hounshell, Berkeley

	 Quote: "After 10 years of dreaming 
about it, we're finally looking forward to 
sailing our boat in warmer water."

Sally Lightfoot — Corsair 31 UC
Paul Martson, Ventura

	 Quote: "My crewman, Darren Doud, is 
like me. He's been sailing in California 
and elsewhere since childhood — includ-
ing weird places like New Calendonia."

Trim — Del Rey 50
Ken Newell, Irvine

	 Noteworthy: Ken eventually hopes to 
do the Pacific Puddle Jump and dive on 
Beveridge Reef.

Moondance — Canadian Sailcraft 34
Niels Frommann, Santa Clara

	 Quote: "My plan is to have no plan."

Sabbatical — Mason 33
Bill Thompson & Claudia Cowen

Long Beach
	 Noteworthy: This is a family effort: 
Bill's sister Janet Baker and her hus-
band Paul will crew to the Cape.

Norwegian Steam — Jason 34
Alan Westhagen & Sally King

Seattle, WA
	 Noteworthy: Built from a bare hull, 

William, Tracy and Patricia are heading off again.

Norwegian Steam is the 
skipper's "fifth child."

Cuba Libre 3 — 
Catalina-Morgan 440

Orlando Duran 
& Linda Richards
Marina del Rey

	 Quote: "We have 50 bot-
tles of rum. Hope they last 
us to Mazatlan."

Laura — Bristol 41.1
Michael & Laura Michel

Richmond
	 Quote: "Retire now and 
work later."

SeaFox — Sabre 452
Jim Hurst 

& Randee Fowler
Sausalito

	 Quote: "SeaFox is fast, 
comfortable and safe, but 
like any lady you should 

Dolfin — Crealock 37
The Meanley family, San Diego

	 "Want to get back to the real world," says William, 
"meet interesting fellow cruisers again and enjoy the won-

derful people 
of Mexico."
	 Back in 
1987, he, his 
wife Patricia 
and their 
then-eight-
y e a r - o l d 
d a u g h t e r 
Kelly did 
a two-year 
South Pa-
cific circuit 
on this same 

boat. Due to a late start, they had to bypass Mexico. So, 
ironically, even though they've all been to exotic destina-
tions like the Marquesas, Tonga and New Zealand, none 
of them has ever been south of Ensenada — and they live 
in San Diego.
	 They can't wait to do a bit of exploring in Mexican wa-
ters this season. But, sadly, this cruise won't be a long 
one, due to commitments to the family's hardware biz.
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headed for the sunny latitudes of Mexico, 
this boat has "kissed" bergies in Glacier 
Bay, Alaska.

Virago — Catalina 470
Paul Goss, Alameda

	 Noteworthy: Paul is lucky to have 

The Brass Ring — Sunchaser 58 cat
Robert & Joanie Brass, Toledo, OR

	 Noteworthy: Robert and Joanie spent 
six years building this boat. From the 
beginning, their intention was to eventu-
ally head south of the border.

Stray Cat — Seawind 1000 cat
Guy & Carol Dean, San Francisco

	 Noteworthy: Guy's introduction to 
sailing came in the eighth grade at a lo-
cal lake through a parks and recreation 
program.

Mai Pen Rai — Islander 36
Noble Brown, Benicia

	 Quote: "Considering the age of the 
crew, we need to find a good tequila drink 
that will mis well with our Geritol."

Astraea — Cheoy Lee 41
Robert Moon, San Francisco

	 Noteworthy: Robert learned to sail 
while a midshipman at Annapolis, com-
peting with the U.S. Naval Academy's 
team aboard Luders 42 yawls.

Grace — Beneteau Oceanis 393
Paul & Judy Witzke, Portland, OR

	 Noteworthy: Although she's now 

Maya — LaFitte 44
Rick Meyerhoff, Sausalito

	 Noteworthy: Rick's done two previ-
ous Ha-Has. Having learned from past 
problems, he's now better prepared than 
ever before.

Vento — Swan 391
The Lalovic family, San Francisco

	 Quote: Ivan and Ursula say, "Our 2-
year old deck swabbie, Ena, keeps things 
interesting."

Kaholo — J/40
Martin & Lisa Falk, Redondo Beach

	 Quote: "We aren't retired, but we are 
tired of working!" 

Beach Access — Lagoon 380 cat 	
Glenn Twitchell, Newport Beach

	 Noteworthy: Glenn claims that Beach 
Access is the most improved Lagoon 380 
on the West Coast.

Theophilus — Voilier Grand Duc 41
The Derrick family

San Francisco
	 Noteworthy: Kiwi, Debbie and their 
seven-year-old daughter Alicestasia are 
eager to find other 'kid boats'. 

Braveheart — MacGregor PH 65
Bob Callaway & Al Gilmour

Pleasant Harbor, WA
	 Noteworthy: Bob, who normally 
singlehands Braveheart, plans to head 
to the South Pacific next spring.

Roksan — Crealock 34
Marvin J. Fritts, Whidbey Island, WA
	 Noteworthy: A Ha-Ha '06 vet, Marvin 
previously sailed from Hawaii to Tahiti.

Serenity — Tayana 52 DS
Gordon & Sherry Cornett, Ventura

	 Why did Gordon and Sherry decide to join the 
Ha-Ha this year?	" It was the one way to get rid of 
the squatters 
(our kids) living 
in our house."
	 Now both re-
tired from med-
ical careers, 
they learned 
to sail aboard 
Lido 14s while 
at UC Irvine.
	 After explor-
ing Mexico for 
a  season or 
two, they plan 
to hang a right 
and do the Pacific Puddle Jump, with an open-
ended timetable. 
	 Their advice: "Spend more time counting your 
blessings, and less time moaning about your mis-
fortunes."

Like their parents, The Temme kids are getting an early start.
Left: 'Meshach' blasts along on the open ocean.

an extremely supportive wife. She 
suggested that he take the boat 
to Mexico for the winter while she 
continues to work full time back 
home.

Nalu IV — Lapworth 48
Kent Miller, Los Angeles

	 Noteworthy: When owned — for 
27 years — by Jim and Diana Jessie, 
Nalu IV circumnavigated twice.

Reverence — Tayana 58
Jason Scott, San Pedro

	 Quote: "This here is the wildest 
ride in the wilderness. . ."

Atlantis — Treworgy 34
Jim Jolly & Carolyn Wilson

San Diego, CA
	 Noteworthy: The couple has lived 
aboard and cruised for the past 13 
years.

They're thankful to be cruising.

Meshach — 45-ft custom trimaran
The Temme family

Nawiliwili, Kauai, HI
	 Both Thor and Tanya have been sailing since 
their teen years, but their kids have got them beat: 

"Tristan, who's 6, and Sienna, who's 3, have been on 
boats since before they where even born!"
	 "We have heard so many great stories about the 
Ha-Ha," says Thor, "and thought it would be a great 
introduction to the cruising life for our kids."
	 They plan to spend a season in the Sea Of Cor-
tez and along the Gold Coast aboard their custom 
tri — which has unstayed carbon-fiber masts. After 
that? "If we're still having fun, we will jump off to the 
South Pacific and beyond."
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Mulan — Grand Soleil 39
The Karda/Parr family

Vancouver, BC
	 "The most interesting thing about our entry," says 
Cap'n Susan, "is that nobody believed we'd actually do 
this." Not surprising since she and husband Andrew 

had to take 
t h e i r  t h r e e 
kids, Jack, 11, 
Samuel, 9, and 
Max, 7, out of 
school to do 
it — and they 
plan to carry 
on into  the 
South Pacific 
after a stint of 
sailing Mexi-
can waters.
	 We ' d  s a y 
t h i s  h a p p y 
clan has been 

on the 'sailing fast track'. They started sailing only seven 
years ago, and they've thoroughly prepared Mulan for 
cruising since buying her just 18 months ago.

Little Christian — Tayana 37
Donald Murvine & 

Jacqueline Cavanaugh
Seattle, WA

	 Quote: Don: "I want to lie in the sun, 

Bliss — Hylas 46
Michael Chambers

& Danica Riconoscuito
Ensenada, Mexico

	 Noteworthy: Their Frers-designed 
sloop was launched last January.

Rangatanga — Morgan 440
Allan & Allison Gabel
Port Channel Islands

	 Noteworthy: The owners are both 
professional pilots.

Last Resort — Catalina 470
Richard & Sharon Drechsler

Marina del Rey
	 Noteworthy: This boat is the flagship 
of the Sail Through Cancer Foundation 
Armada of Hope.

Sea Conquest — Morgan O/I 41
The Labarre family, Montreal, QC

	 Quote: Steve: "My wife Monique and 
I love adventure and wish to share the 
joy of sailing with our newborn son, Sa-
cha."

Blue Dolphin — Bruce Roberts 58
Robert & Kathy Baldino
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Cap'n Susan has an able-bodied crew to help 
her sail 'Mulan' to distant landfalls.

bake my bones and render my 
fat."

Celtic Song — 
Pacific Seacraft 42

John Berol, San Diego
	 Quote: "I'm thrilled to be en-
joying the sea in the company 
of those who love sailing."

Worrall Wind — Nauticat 44
Russ & Roz Worrall

Emeryville
	 Noteworthy: Both Russ and 
Roz learned to sail back in 
1970 via a Red Cross sailing 
class while they were stationed 
in Germany with U.S. armed 
forces.

Hello World — Caliber 40
Christy Clement 

& Jason Anderson 
Seattle, WA

	 Noteworthy: Cap'n Christy grew up 
sailing with her dad and got into rac-
ing after college. Jason is a passionate 
newcomer to the sport.
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Proximity — Swan 41

Rod Lamber & Elisabeth Lehmberg, 
San Francisco

	 Years ago, Rod and Elisabeth were living 
in a tiny San Rafael apartment when she 

said, "You know, this place is so small, we 
may as well live on a boat." The idea stuck, 
and they bought this solid, S&S-designed 
sloop. Initially, they had no plans to cruise. 
"But soon," they say, "we knew that we 
must." The old dreams of their youth came 
back to them. If all goes well, they may 
circumnavigate.

San Francisco
	 Quote: "We purchased this old ferro-
cement boat intending to become live-
aboards, but soon realized that floating 
in a marina wasn't enough."

Thee Amazing Grace — Vector 39
David Bloom & Karin McGinley

Long Beach
	 Noteworthy: Thee Amazing Grace was 
built in 1979, commissioned in 1986, but 
never sailed until 1996.

Delight — Hunter 36
Albert Miller, Sacramento

	 Quote: "Life is a journey. If you get 
cracked eggs, make an exquisite om-
elet."

Peregrine — Fuji 45
Larry & Margaret Zabel

San Francisco
	 Quote: "There is no time like the pres-
ent to start living your dream."

Free Spirit — Islander Freeport 36
David Nieuwstad, Santa Cruz

	 Quote: "Both the boat and the skipper 
are getting older, but are not yet down 

for the count. Nothing is stopping me 
now!"

Journey — Beneteau Evasion 37
The Luker-Freiberg family

Tacoma, WA
	 Noteworthy: Parents Craig and Mela-
nie are eager to find playmates for sons 
Jordon, 9, and Marcus, 7.

Merry J — J/42
Robert Moore, San Francisco

	 Quote: " Time to get off the treadmill 
for a total change of lifestyle.

Nipigon — Norseman 447
Denny Thompson & Mike Irvine

Friday Harbor, WA
	 Noteworthy: Denny has previously 
done three Atlantic crossings.

The Answer — Ericson 38
Robert Haley & Ray Thielen

Richmond
	 Quote: Cap'n Robert, who's a pipe 
welder by trade, says, "It only took 
6,325,000 welds to get to this point. I 
can't wait!"
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From liveaboards to world cruisers. . .



BAJA HA-HA PROFILES, PT I

CHULA VISTA MARINA
619-862-2819

550 Marina Parkway • Chula Vista, CA  91910
www.chulavistamarina.com

boatslips@cvmarina.com

Up to 3 months at $16 per foot
FREE Liveaboard for 2

Subject to Availability

First-class yacht marina amenities
at a reasonable price

Gourmet restaurants...Heated pool & spa

We’re your best value on the Bay in San Diego

¡Hola! Baja Ha-Ha Cruisers
Before You Baja Ha-Ha, Stay at Chula!

Baja Ha-Ha Cruiser's Special

www.swisstech-america.com
(408) 505-SAIL (7245)

• 10-to-1 winch hoist for safe and easy mast climbing, 
easy MOB maneuvers, and other hoist tasks

•  Top-of-the-mast safety harness & bosun's chair

SWISS TECH SPECIALTY SAILING GEAR 
Designed and tested for world-wide cruising and 
rigorous seamanship challenges à la Baja Ha-Ha

Your purchases will trigger a 5% increase to Swiss Tech America's
regular sale-to-sale contribution to Make-a-Wish Foundation.

Seamanship products for 
catching mooring buoys, 
bullards and mooring 
posts with self-releasing 
mechanisms

MAST LIFT

The Authentic 
Self-Retracting
Anchor Buoy

Mooring 
Safety Lock

Our Signature Product!

Mooring Gear

Please see our Flash animated product descriptions at: 

Will work
individually withBaja Ha-Ha crews

start of another great adventure!"

Lovely Lady — Hallberg-Rassy 46
Rose Loper & Jani Way, Seattle, WA

	 Noteworthy: Cap'n Rose ordered this 
boat from the factory to celebrate her 
50th birthday in '98.

Callisto — Amel 54
Michael & Ann Last

St. Helier, Jersey, UK
	 Noteworthy: Michael sailed this boat 
from France. He and Ann will eventually 
head into the Pacific and beyond.

Wind Child — Beneteau First 36s7
Rudolf Heessels, Sequim, WA

	 Noteworthy: This boat flies a hot pink 
spinnaker that can be seen for miles.

Delphis — Cal 39
Peter Greengrass, Calgary, AB

	 Noteworthy: Peter's 29-year-old son 
Joshua will crew to the Cape, where 
his wife will re-join the boat for further 
cruising.

Formula Won — Beneteau 473
Jim Schmid & Bill Peavey, San Diego
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Sea Bear — C&C Landfall 39
Harold & JC Miller, Alameda

	 Quote: "This will be a major, manda-
tory attitude adjustment. A chance to 
test our skill set against real world chal-
lenges."

Avalon — Catalina 42 Mk II
Phil & Katie Habegger

Marina del Rey
	 Quote: "It's time to cut the 
docklines. We've both just re-
tired, and all the stars are in 
alignment for us."
	

Rhino — Westsail 32
Roger Hedrick, Jr.

Dana Point
	 Quote: "I built the Rhino 
from a bare hull for this very 
adventure. She' a consumate 
cruiser — 10 tons of fun and 
security."

Blackdragon — Catalina 34
Steve & Tracey Dolling

Vancouver, BC
	 Noteworthy: Steve says Trac-
ey started sailing "at birth." He 
claims he married her partly be-
cause her dad had a sailboat.

Lady J — Beneteau 393

Risk Taker — Catalina 38
Duane Rawson & Christine Anderson

San Francisco
	 Quote: "We have been threatening to retire and go 
cruising," explains Duane. "The ecomony pushed us out 

the door." Be-
fore the down-
turn, he made 
his money as 
a contractor. 
	 U n l i k e 
those in the 
fleet who are 
lifelong sail-
ors,  Duane 
got interested 
in the sport 
o n l y  n i n e 
y ea r s  ago , 
and Chr is-
tine jumped 

in back in '05. Over the years they've honed their skills 
in both local and foreign waters — including Croatia 
and Ireland. After a stint in Mexico, they may take their 
S&S-designed sloop to the Caribbean.

'Risk Taker' has been thoroughly stress-tested 
by granddaughters, Cassie & Brianna.

Steve & Rita Hirsh
	 San Diego/Everett, WA
	 Quote: "We're looking forward to the 
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	 Noteworthy: While they cruise, Jim 
and Bill intend to continue fundraising 
for their favorite charities.

Jarana — J/42
Bill Cuffel & Kathy Kelly

Seattle, WA
	 Quote: "Beats working — at least we 
hope so."

Rocinante — Passport 40
Larry & Vicky Byers, Seattle, WA

	 Quote: "The fruit is on the end of the 
limb. You've got to go out there to get 
it."

Rockstar — C&C Landfall 43
Jeff & Amber Lim, Vancouver, BC

	 Noteworthy: Unless the grandparents 
volunteer to fly Jeff and Amber's two-
year-old to Cabo, he may be along as 
'crew'.

Nirvana — Irwin 44
Robert & Sherry Davis, Shell Beach

	 Quote: "When we did the Ha-Ha last 
year our 'to do list' was longer than the 
boat, but we went anyway and had a 
great experience. We can't wait to go 

again this year!"

Teal Sea — CT 54
Craig & Debbie Schroeder

Long Beach
	 Noteworthy: After cruising Central 
America, Craig and Debbie plan to tran-
sit the Panama Canal and head up to 
Belize.

Happy Nest — Beneteau 46
David & Joy Robbins, Longmont, CO
	 Noteworthy: Three years ago David 
and Joy "jumped into sailing with both 
feet." They have now retired, sold their 
house and hope to eventually cruise the 
South Pacific.

Aquila — Islander Freeport 36
Michael Rafferty & Diana Niztch

San Diego
	 Noteworthy: Their 'must see' list in-
cludes the islands of French Polynesia 
and Thailand's Ko Sumoi.

Evergreen — Liberty 458
Dennis & Carol Morrison

Alameda
	 Noteworthy: They will cruise Mexico 
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Equinox — Brewer 30
Tom & Mary Ellen Ybarrola, San Diego
	 Believe it or not, this is the third boat 
Tom and Mary Ellen have built together 
— and they're still in love! They began con-

struction of Equinox in 2000 and launched 
her in '07. "She has a foam core with bi-
directional fiberglass skins laid up with 
epoxy," they explain. 
	 Their previous effort was a 28-footer de-
signed by the late Carl Schumacher, which 
they raced often and occasionally trailered 
to Mexico. On this trip their plan is to spend 
a season seeing more of mainland Mexico. 
After that, "Quien sabe?"

The boatbuilding's over. Time to head south.
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BOAT SHOW SPECIALS ON

LIFERAFTS/TENDERS
FOR CRUISERS

Good September 1-30 only!

INFLATABLE
SERVICES, INC.

See our liferaft demonstration at the Latitude 38 
Crew List Party, September 9, at Encinal Yacht Club.

PHONE (510) 522-1824
FAX (510) 522-1064

1914 Stanford St., Alameda 94501
salsinflatables@sbcglobal.net 

www.salsinflatableservices.com

SALES • SERVICE
RENTAL • REPAIR

until hurricane season, then head 
home to replenish the cruising 
kitty, and start again in the fall. 

Interlude — Catalina 36
Mike Joyce, Alameda

	 Noteworthy: Mike's plan is to 
continue on to La Paz and com-
muter-cruise for the winter. 

Liberty — Catalina 42
Barry & Carol Carrigan

Scottsdale, AZ
	 Noteworthy: Barry first learned 
to sail in 1954, Alice in 1973.

Alika — Challenger 32
Rory & Cheryl Kremer

Monterey
	 Noteworthy: Although Cheryl 
started sailing only a year ago, 
Rory is an old pro. From '99 to '04 
he did a solo circumnavigation on 
a steel Spray replica. Plus, he's 

Echo — Islander Freeport 41
Michael Bereznai

Beaverton, OR
	 Noteworthy: In keeping with 
his philosophy that "warmer and 
farther is better," Michael hopes 
to eventually reach Borneo, Indo-
nesia and the Phillipines for some 
diving. 

	 We'll take a breather here, 
and pick up where we left off next 
month. If reading about all these 
lucky souls makes you eager to 
throw off your own docklines, we 
say, "Do it!" There's still time to 
sign up before the September 10 
deadline. 
	 If you need crew — or are a 
potential crewmember looking for 
a ride — we urge you to sign up 
on our online Crew List at www.
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The 'Rotkat' crew have a sweet ride for the trip south.

Rotkat, Lidgard 43 cat
Arjan Bok, Emeryville

	 Having witnessed the beginning phase of Rotkat's 
construction, we were thrilled when Arjan finished and 

launched her in the summer of '06 — after about a million 
hours of hard labor. But we're even more thrilled that he 
and Debbie are heading south this year with the Ha-Ha 
fleet. Designed by Austrailian Garry Lidgard, with design 
input from Arjan, Rotkat is one of the best-looking cats 
around. And she'll be a whole lot more comfortable to 
cruise than the Newport 33 Tiger Beetle that Arjan and 
friends took south in the 2000 Ha-Ha. Debbie took a pass 
on that trip, but she's aboard and eager this time. 

Ansa — Cooper 416
David Bereznai & Terry Downs

San Francisco
	 Quote: "No comment."

latitude38.com, and show up at the Sep-
tember 9 Crew List Party at Alameda's 
Encinal YC (6-9 p.m.)

— latitude/andy

done nearly 50 solo and crewed deliver-
ies from Hawaii to the mainland U.S., 
Canada or Alaska.
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FILL 'ER UP ON 
YOUR WAY TO 
THE DELTA!

Special fuel promotion
• Buy $100 worth of fuel*

• Receive a coupon 
for $10 for future use

48-ft.BERTHS NOWAVAILABLE

Gateway to the
Bay & Delta

(707)
648-4370
Fax 707-648-4660

42 Harbor Way 
Vallejo, CA 94590 

www.ci.vallejo.ca.us

•	Ample Guest Dock

•	Full Service Boat Yard and 
Chandlery

•	2 Restaurants for Breakfast, 
Lunch, Cocktails and Dinner

•	Covered and Open Berths

•	One hour from Sacramento

• Only three hours from Reno

•	Easy access to San Francisco 
Bay and the Delta *Call for low daily rates. Conditions apply.  

Special ends 10/31/09.

ShadeTree
888-684-3743
shadetre@gulftel.com

Visit: www.intheshd.com

•	Ingenious, self-supporting awning system,
	 attaches to lifelines
•	Tall enough to walk under at cabin, no limbo
•	Bombproof construction, easily sustains 25 knots
•	Sets up in 10 minutes, stows complete in its own 
	 10" x 36" bag
•	10 standard sizes fit any boat, catamarans too
•	Prices from $300.00 to $700.00

Got Shade?

Made in the USA!

PERFECTFOR THE
HA-HA

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6 
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 (510) 234-9566

Arguably the world's most efficient, dependable 
refrigeration. The keel cooler and super efficient 
compressor make for a quiet, highly efficient 12V 
refrigeration system.

• No Pump

• No Fan

• No Noise

Keel Cooling System
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	 Sal was the last person I would 
have expected to see in a kayak. And 
never in my wildest dreams did I imagine 
that he would paddle all the way to this 
island. But as I walked down the trail to 
get closer to the beach, I confirmed that 
it was, in fact, my friend Sal Minella, 
owner of a well-known upscale restau-
rant, climbing out of a sea kayak. Sal is 
a confirmed powerboater — one of a very 
few in my yacht club — and his boat is 
one of the largest boats in the marina. 
	 "Like my new ride?" he said as he slid 
his boat up to the high water mark. 
	 "It's beautiful," I responded, although 
to me every kayak looks the same as 
any other, unless it's one of those strip-
planked varnished works of art that 
should never be allowed anywhere near a 
gravelly beach. "But Sal," I said, "I didn't 
notice your boat in the anchorage, or at 
the docks when we pulled in — and it's 
pretty hard to miss. Are you anchored 
over on the east side?"
	 "Guess again," he said proudly. "I 
paddled here from my slip near the yacht 
club!"
	 This didn't make sense. It was after 6 
p.m., the last ferry had already left the 
island, and even we yachties would have 
to be back on our boats and away from 
the docks by sunset. He would never 
make it home before dark. 
	 "But how are you going to . . . ."
	 "I'm camping here for the night," Sal 
explained before I could finish asking. 
"Not alone, mind you. There's a big group 
on the way. I started early because I'm 
still new at this, but I made excellent 
time. It's the first leg of a week-long so-
journ around the Bay. 
	 "Sounds ambitious," I said. "But what 
about your big boat? You know, the one 
my friend Lee always calls the OPEC 
Special?"

	 As if the mere mention of her name 
had conjured her from thin air, Lee 
Helm sailed into view on a windsurfer. 
Sal waved her to the least rocky landing 
spot. She had run out of wind close to 
the island, and had to pump the sail to 
propel the board the last few hundred 
feet. 
	 "Max!" Lee hailed as she hopped off 
into waist-deep water. "Imagine, like, 
running into you here at Kayak Camp!"
	 "I'm tied up dockside in the cove," 
I explained. "Why did you jump off all 
the way out there when you could have 
sailed right to the beach?"
	 "Don't want to ding the skeg," she 
informed me. "They're expensive." 
	 Everything became clear when she 

carried the board up to the beach. There 
was no centerboard, but that skeg was an 
impressively long, thin piece of carbon. 
	 "One of the boats from the sailing club 
is bringing my gear," she explained. "I 
left, like, an hour after them but I passed 
them just before I got here."
	 Lee apparently had never met Sal, so 
I made the formal introduction.
	 "You're the guy with the OPEC Spe-
cial!" she said. "Awesome boat,"
	 "Not any more — now I just have this 
kayak."
	 "Does Cash for Clunkers include 
big powerboats?" she asked. "Too bad 
they had to crush your old boat, but 
at least it's off the road. What a great 
program!" 
	 "No, no, no. My cardiologist made me 
do it. He ordered me to start exercising. I 
hate gyms, and my imagination is much 
too vivid to relax on a bicycle, so here I 
am with a kayak. I've been out every day 
for a month, and I'm already down 10 
pounds! All thanks to Dr. Bocks."
	 "Doc Bocks is in our yacht club, too," 
I explained to Lee. "And he's been after 
me to do the same, but I'm 
not about to sell my boat, 
and I don't really have a 
good place to store a kayak. 
Where are you keeping 
yours, Sal? It must be an 
awful schlepp bringing it 
down to the marina every 
day."
	 "Oh, I still have the ma-
rina berth," he said as he 
popped a waterproof rubber 
hatch off his kayak's aft 
deck and pulled out bags 
of camping gear. "The 'yak 
lives on a little floating plat-
form, and there's a locker 
for the paddle and PFD. I 
still have to decide how to 
fill up the rest of the space. 
Maybe a pontoon boat for 
barbecues, and storage for 
more water toys."
	 "I vote for a pontoon 
boat with a hot tub," sug-
gested Lee. "But the marina 
should totally be adding 
kayak and dinghy racks in the park-
ing lot. Maybe even put storage racks 
on floats in some of the empty berths. 
When you think of how many kayaks or 
windsurfers can fit in one parking space, 
it should be a no-brainer."
	 Meanwhile a small sailboat coasted 
to the beach, grinding to a hard stop as 
the bow hit the gravel. I could tell it was 

a boat from Lee's club. 
	 "Oh good, my gear is here," Lee ob-
served. 
	 Lee then introduced us to Helena 
Handbasket, an economics professor 
who, as we were to learn, had once done 
some consulting on marina development 
projects. 
	 "Marina operators love dry stacks," 

McNears
Beach

Pinole
Pt.

Pt. San 
Pablo

Angel
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Isl.

Richmond

Richardson
Bay

Tiburon

The route of the 2009 Bay Access Sojourn, extended cruising for 
all beachable sail and muscle-powered small craft, October 2-8 
(membership required). See www.BayAccess.org for updates.
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boats of all types will be a much bigger 
segment of the market, and demand for 
on-site storage will be strong." 
	 Fortunately Helena had only two 
hands, and the economics lesson was cut 
short when a gaggle of at least a dozen 
more sea kayaks paddled around the 
point. Their leader was another sailor 
I recognized, Roxanne Scholes.  Appar-
ently she too had switched to human 
propulsion this trip. 
	 The next wave to assault the beach 
was a fleet of dinghies from Lee's univer-
sity sailing club. They were a little less 
experienced at beach camping, and had 
much more gear on board. 
	 More assorted small craft arrived. 
There was a six-person outrigger and a 
couple of singles from the canoe club. 
There was a whaleboat with ten rowers. 
There was Doc Bocks on his Laser, who, 
even as I helped him pull his boat onto 
the beach, scolded me again for not being 
on a regular exercise program. 

	
	 The party had begun. Tents were 
pitched and barbecues were fired up. 
Prodigious amounts of food were pro-
duced, although it was never clear to me 
where everything had been stowed. 
	 Roxanne filled me in on what this 
event was all about. "Our group is called 
Bay Access -— we advocate for the Water 
Trail, and our main goal is to develop 
and preserve access points for all kinds 
of hand-launched non-motorized small 
craft, and to make extended beach camp-
ing possible again."
	 "I used to do this as a teenager back 
east," recalled Sal, "Back in the day, you 
could beach your boat and camp on just 
about any deserted beach. No problem 
at all. But here on the Bay . . . ."
	 "There are two big problems our group 
is trying to solve," explained Roxanne. 
"First, we need places where people can 
camp without getting arrested. And sec-
ond, we need launch sites where we can 
leave our cars for a week without their 
getting towed."
	 "This island seems to work out well 
for your group," I said. 
	 "Only if you can, like, make reserva-
tions months in advance," noted Lee.
	 "If cruising the Bay in a kayak or 
windsurfer or small sailboat is ever go-
ing to become common," said Helena, 
"we will need legal overnight venues with 
sail-in or paddle-in access, no reserva-
tions required."
	 "Locals never agree to new campsites," 
said Sal. "Local security and safety risk 
or something." 
	 "Oh man, are they ever wrong," said 
an older paddler walking by with a very 
long, very narrow, and apparently very 
light kayak balanced on his head. He had 
long hair and a tie-dyed shirt. 
	 "This is Ellis Dee," Roxanne said to 
introduce him. "Professional paddler. 
Just back from paddling from the San 
Juan Islands to the Sea of Cortez." 
	 "How long in each area?" I asked.
	 "No, we paddled from the San Juans 
to La Paz. A really cool trip, you should 
do it. But yeah, a managed campsite is 
much safer than a deserted park, even 
in daylight."

	 "You know, I'm surprised how old 
most of these paddlers are," I said after 
Ellis had walked away. "The sailors are 
the younger group. Somehow I would 
have expected it to be the other way 
around."
	 Roxanne thought for a minute. "We 
are mostly boomers," she admitted. "Ex-
cept for Jen Ecks, our liaison with the 
Bay Trail. She's in her forties."
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she informed us after her boat was 
secure and the discussion turned back 
to kayak storage. "And even for wet 
berthing, it's well known that a lot of 
small boats generate more revenue per 
square foot than a few big berths. But 
in the current climate, they don't want 
to build facilities for any boats under 35 
feet long. Which is very shortsighted, if 
you look at the trends in urban housing. 
Fewer people who live close to the Bay 
will have garages or driveways for storing 
trailerable boats."
	 "So you think the demand for small 
berths will come back?" I asked. 
	 "It might," said Helena. "The car of the 
future will not be able to tow a trailer." 
	 "It might not even be able to hold a 
kayak on roof racks without being blown 
off the road," I surmised. 
	 "On the one hand," said Helena, "boat-
ing activity may continue to decrease 
across the board. On the other hand, 
smaller sailboats and hand-launched 

'Trail Riders' will sail and paddle their way 
around the Bay's Water Trail this fall, with 
stops at Angel Island, McNears Beach, Pi-
nole Point, San Pablo YC, and Richmond.
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	 "I remember reading about this Water 
Trail thing when the legislation was be-
ing discussed a few years ago," I said. "Is 
the trail a done deal?"
	 "The legislation passed, but so far 
the only funding has been for planning. 
And you'd be surprised how much op-
position we get from so-called environ-
mental groups," Roxanne sighed. "They 
don't realize how much they are working 
against their own goals when they object 
to access points for non-motorized boats 
near natural shorelines. They don't 
understand how effectively it builds a 
constituency for the habitats we're all 
trying to protect,"
	 "Right," said Ellis, after putting his 
boat where he wanted it. "You can't put 
anyone in a kayak without turning them 
into a birder."
	 "Happened to me," said Sal, reach-
ing into one of his packs. "See, here's 
my binocs and my bird book. I never go 
paddling without them. And my Audu-
bon card. But I'm no tree hugger. My old 
powerboat used to take on a thousand 
gallons of diesel every time I pulled up 
to the gas dock." 

	 "But you will all have to become 
members of Bay Access to be in on the 
campsite," said Roxanne. "Insurance, 
you know." 
	 "Sure, sure," I said. "How much?"
	 One check and some waiver forms 
later, and I was a member with a camp-
ing reservation on the island. I made it 
back to the dock just as the sun was 
setting, told the ranger I was with Bay 
Access for the night, and brought the 
rest of my crew over to Kayak Camp. 

	 The ground wasn't as soft as our 
berth cushions, but the company was 
as interesting as it ever gets.
	 And the highlight of the evening was 
a peek into the secret shoreside recre-
ations of windsurfers and dinghy sailors: 
The fireside "wetsuit striptease," wherein 
sailors put on amazingly erotic perfor-
mances while stripping from wetsuit 
to swimsuit. It was PG-rated, but just 
barely. 
	 It was almost enough to make me 
think seriously about trading down. 

— max ebb

	 Lee explained the rest of the group's 
itinerary. They would spend two nights at 
Kayak Camp, then hit four more camp-
sites, yacht clubs and marinas over the 
next five days.
	 "Last year some of the stops were at 
waterfront hotels," said Ellis. "Kind of a 
bummer, man, not being able to camp 
outside."
	 "It's urban cruising," said Roxanne. 
"Bring your paddle and your plastic." 
	

	 Suddenly I remembered that my 
boat and the rest of my crew were still 
at the dock over on the other side of the 
island, and park rules required that we 
vacate by sunset.
	 "Maybe not," said Lee. "The park now 
lets boats stay at the dock overnight, if 
the crew has a reserved campsite on the 
island." 
	 "I'm sure we can find tent space for 
you," said Ellis. "Heck, I won't even use 
my tent, unless it rains." 

Completely Rebuilt Marina • Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock
Free Pump Out Station • Modern Launch Ramp

Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair
Arena Marine Supply Store • Loch Lomond Market

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

Loch Lomond Marina
MOVE-INSPECIAL:FIRST MONTHFREE!
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Inter-Yacht Club Challenge
	 In its second installment, the Golden 
Gate YC's Inter-Yacht Club Challenge for 
the Golden Gate Cup drew a high-caliber 
field for the three days of match racing 
sailed in 1D35s on the Cityfront July 
23-26. With BMW Oracle Racing CFO 
Chris Perkins at the helm and spokes-
man Tom Ehman backing him up on 
tactics, Golden Gate YC won the final by 
a 2-0 count over St. Francis YC's Genny 
Tulloch and Russ Silvestri — winners of 
the four-round robin qualifier despite an 
incident that left their boat with a broken 
spinnaker pole.
	 "They were penalized for the collision," 
Perkins said. "It started as a starboard, 
windward/leeward before they spun us 
onto port, which awarded the race to us. 
At the Rule 14 hearing after racing it was 
concluded that there was nothing they 
could have done to avoid the collision 
with us or the RC boat — they hit both all 
on their own — so they were not penal-
ized any further than in the race. They 
had to get their checkbook out and fix 
our boat, their boat including a new pole, 

Tulloch nailed the start and took con-
trol of the match on the first beat. But 
a missed layline eroded St.FYC's ad-
vantage, allowing Perkins to sneak by 
and ultimately take the first race. For 
race two, Perkins and Tulloch got into a 
heated battle in the pre-start, using the 
committee boat as a pick. But this time 
Perkins and Ehman nailed the start and 
never looked back. In the petit final, San 
Diego YC beat Berkeley YC 2-0.
	 The pro-am event brought out some 
impressive talent:  Noel "Nitro" Drennan, 
Andrew “Meat” Taylor, Shawn Bennett, 
Holt Condon, Alex and Brian Camet 
among others. With on-the-water judg-
ing and the use of the 1D35s, which 
are much higher-performing than most 
other match race boats, the event was 
far bigger in scope than its four-boat 
fleet and a welcome addition to the Bay's 
racing calendar.

INTER-YACHT CLUB CHALLENGE 7/23-26 
	 Final — Golden Gate YC, Chris Perkins def. St. 
Francis YC, Genny Tulloch, 2-0; Petit Final — San 
Diego YC, Brian Camet def. Berkeley YC, Alex 

Farell, 2-0. (4 teams)
    Complete results at 
www.ggyc.org

YRA Second-Half 
Opener

 Over 110 boats 
showed up for the 
YRA Second Half-
Opener July 25-26. 
Hosted by Encinal 
YC, the event brought 
out the Bay's hard-
core following for the 
second installment 
of the popular Party 
Circuit. The racers 
who showed up were 
greeted with both a 
healthy breeze and 

plenty of current — the latter being in-
directly responsible for one of the more 
dramatic episodes of the season so far. 
	 One moment, John Lymberg’s Fly-
ing Tiger 10 Meter Savage Beauty was 
short-tacking up the Marin Headlands 

— successfully evading a flood that 
was pushing against the fleet at more 
than four knots — during the Saturday 
afternoon race to Pt. Bonita. The next 
thing they knew, Lymberg and his 
crew — Jesse Repp, Jeff Bruton, Matt 
Nguyen, and Xenon Herrmann — were 
stuck, their 7.5-ft-deep keel bulb firmly 
wedged into a submerged rock pile just 
west of the second of two promontories 
to the west of Kirby Cove. Buffeted by 
the surge from the south swell that had 
produced epic surfing conditions up and 
down the coast, the crew set to work 
trying to free the boat.
	 “We were constantly keeping an eye 
on the boats in front of us, to see how 
far inside they were going,” said Lym-
berg, a Singlehanded Sailing Society 
member who, in his 15 years of racing, 
has “four or five” SHF races under his 
belt — including this year’s aboard 
Savage Beauty. “From past experience 
I’ve always known the area to be pretty 

The victorious Golden Gate YC team — Back row from left, trimmer Bryan 
Edwards, mastman John Perkins, main trimmer Noel Drennan and tactician 
Tom Ehman. Front row, from left: bowman James Byers, trimmer Kurt Wessel, 
pitman Andrew Taylor; pit assist Lindsay Cohen, helmsman Chris Perkins 
and Commodore Marcus Young.

While there weren't the one-after-the-other national championships of August 
'08, last month was plenty full of top-quality events. Two in their sophomore 
iterations were Golden Gate YC's Inter-YC Challenge and the Sarcoma 
Cup, both of which grew in size and scope. We also check in with the YRA 
Second-Half Opener, and the harrowing tale of Savage Beauty. Don't miss 
a write-up of the LongPac, plus a look at the Santa Barbara King Harbor 
Race. We have a quick look at local IRC racing and the first-ever Kiteboard-
ing Worlds. On the championship side of things, there are snapshots of the 
505 North Americans, plus the Columbia 5.5 Meter and Santana 22 
Nationals. Enjoy!

and the RC boat. We never understood 
the Rule 14 hearing conclusion because 
all they had to do was tack away to avoid 
hitting us and the parked RC boat, but 
it didn't really didn't matter to us."
	 In the first race of Sunday's final, 
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deep. None of us felt like we were going 
extremely close or that any of the other 
boats were either.”
	 Lymberg said Savage Beauty found 
the rock while in the process of tacking 
out from the shore, in breeze ranging 
from 9 to 14 knots.
	 “We immediately tried to save our 
boat and get out of there,” he said. “Hit-
ting the rock swung us back hard in the 
other direction. Our sails were eased 
because we had been in the process of 
tacking. Just as we started trying to free 
the boat, a wave set came through and 
started rocking the boat back and forth; 
it made it impossible to get any shape in 
our sails. So we quickly said, ‘Forget the 
sails — let’s turn the motor on and get 

out of here.’”
	 The boat is equipped with an inboard 
well for the boat’s outboard motor, sealed 
by a sliding ‘door’ that fits flush with the 
hull. The door, which he said functions 
perfectly when the boat is afloat, had no 
interest in cooperating.
	 “One of our experienced crew was 
trying to get the door open, but it was 
jammed,” he said. “I was finally able to 
get the motor down and we tried motor-
ing off in reverse — it felt like we were 
getting somewhere. Then we realized 
the bulb was scraping up against a rock 
shelf. All of a sudden, we heard a shriek-
ing sound, the motor stopped and we 
realized the prop was wrapped-up.”
	 A passing small fishing boat with 
an off-duty Marin County Sheriff’s 
deputy aboard saw Savage Beauty be-
ing thrashed around on the rocks. The 
deputy immediately called his colleagues 
at the department’s marine patrol, which 
responded quickly. In the meantime, 

photographer Peter Lyons was next 
on the scene. He took a line from the 
stricken vessel and tried to tow it off the 
rocks with his RIB. Just as Lyons took 
up tension on the tow line, a set came 
through and rocked Savage Beauty, 
snapping the tow line. Next to arrive was 
Richmond YC member Chris Longaker 
— aboard his Express 34 Two Scoops 
— who stopped racing and called the 
Coast Guard. Longaker said he had to 
dodge passing racers to reach Savage 
Beauty after watching “at least a dozen 
boats sail past.”
	 Meanwhile, Lymberg had turned on 
his handheld VHF to monitor the radio 
traffic. In what Lymberg estimates was 
15-20 minutes, the Marin County Sher-
iff’s Department RIB was on the scene; 
before long, they were removing the crew 
from the boat in multiple passes.
	 “They had to wait for the right mo-
ments,” Lymberg said. “They’d come in 
and pick up one or two of us, and then 
they’d have to go back out and wait for 
a set to pass before coming back in.”
	 With all five sailors safely aboard the 
MCSD’s RIB, the attention turned to the 
boat — which was still stuck on the rocks 
but otherwise intact, sitting proud, and 
largely upright, on its keel.
	 “We were very impressed,” Lymberg 
said. “We’d been monitoring the situa-
tion down below while trying to save the 
boat, and there hadn’t been any water 
coming in anywhere. The Sheriff’s depu-
ties asked us if we wanted to contact a 
salvage company.”
	 Lymberg called Vessel Assist, and as 
he wasn’t a member, he was required to 
provide a credit card number up front. 
“I was taken aback by the cost,” he said. 
“They told me it would be $5,000. But 
at that point the boat wasn’t getting 
pounded on the shore, and looked as if 
it could be salvaged. I just felt like, ‘We’ve 
got to try this.’”
	 Lymberg said he hadn’t realized that 
Vessel Assist would be coming from Al-
ameda. After what he estimates to have 
been more than an hour the salvage boat 
hadn’t shown up yet. In the meantime, 
the San Francisco Police Department 
had arrived, as had one of the Coast 
Guard’s 47-ft motor lifeboats — neither 
could safely get close enough to pull the 
boat off the rocks. But the rising tide and 
another set of waves came through, lift-
ing the boat off its impromptu stand and 
washing it into the rocky shoreline.
	 “The boat started bobbing free, and I 
thought maybe we could get it,” he said. 
“But then it crashed into the cliffs — the 
rig was scraping on them — and I knew 
it was over.”

Golden Gate YC and St. Francis YC get all tangled 
up at the Inter-Yacht Club Challenge. The event fea-
tured all the trappings of a top-flight match racing 
regatta: top-flight sailors, on-the-water judging, 
and some unredeemed damage deposits . . .

September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 133



THE RACING 

Page 134  •  Latitude 38  •  September, 2009

shoe life ring and sympathetic campers 
who treated the wet and weary sailors 
— still in their sailing gear — to a cold 
beer and ride back up to the campground 
entrance. As luck would have it, the fol-
lowing day, fishermen combing through 
the debris field found Nguyen’s bag and 
called the Coast Guard, who returned 
it to him. “He was ecstatic,” Lymberg 
said.

	 In addition to the boat, Lymberg 
said he was upset about the crew losing 
personal effects. Nguyen had a set of 
keys in his bag for which he had neither 
copies and nor a way to get an alternate 
set quickly. So after being dropped off at 
South Beach Marina, sailor Lance Berc 
drove the crew over to Kirby Cove to 
comb the remains of the day, where they 
found only a few PFDs, the boat’s horse-

	 The following Monday, Lymberg’s 
credit card was charged $3,000 by Ves-
sel Assist. After a quick phone call to a 
company respresentative who Lymberg 
described as “very helpful,” the charge 
was reduced to the company’s hourly 
rate for the two hours they spent re-
sponding, and Lymberg said he ended 
up paying only $500.
	 Reflecting on the incident, he said the 

Scenes from the YRA second-half opener: clockwise from top left — 'Jeannette' rolls upwind, leads-in and lookin' good; Peter Stoneberg's Formula 40 
'Shadow'; these sailors even had time to wave; now that's a quarter wave to surf; the raging flood forced the fleet to seek relief wherever it could be 
found; 'Twisted' grinds upwind ; the flood on the buoy; when the days were done it was time to hit Encinal YC for some party time.
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fact that no one was hurt is attributable 
to those who came to the rescue.
	 “The Marin Sheriffs did an outstand-
ing job,” he said. “They deserve a lot of 
credit, as well as the SFPD and Coast 
Guard. We really appreciate the heroic 
effort by Peter Lyons, and Two Scoops 
for standing by.”
	 Two Scoops owner Longaker said 
he definitely felt he’d learned a lesson. 
“The boat was no longer a safe or stable 
platform,” Longaker said. “There’s no 
way [the crew] could have gone in the 

water and then been safely rescued 
without getting seriously hurt. We all 
need to be reminded that time is — and 
should always be assumed to be — of 
the essence. This could have been a real 
human tragedy.”
	 In the ensuing month, Lymberg 
— who told us after the incident that 
he hoped to get another Flying Tiger to 
replace Savage Beauty — has already 
made great strides toward getting back 
on the race course.
	 “I am happy to report that my insur-

ance company was fantastic,” Lymberg 
said. “My claims agent was understand-
ing regarding the accident, and very 
pleasant to deal with. All he wanted was 
a fair market value for the boat so the 
company could cut a check, which ar-
rived within days of them receiving that 
info. As far as replacing the boat. . . all 
I’ll say is that I am actively working on 
that, and it could be sooner, rather than 
later.”
	 For complete result from the week-
end's racing, visit www.yra.org.
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LongPac
	 A cutoff low that produced breezy, 
spring-like conditions over Southern 
California had the opposite effect for the 
25 boats that started the Singlehanded 
Sailing Society's Great Pacific Longitude 
Race.
	 "It's brutal out there," said Race Chair 
Ruben Gabriel.
	  Eight boats were having such a slow 
time that they called it quits before 
finishing the course, which is rated at 
400 miles. The remainder put in plenty 
of time to get back to the Bay. Elapsed 
time winner Jeff Lebesch's Hammerhead 
54 trimaran Hecla was the fastest back 
from 126°40' West, the line the boats are 
required to touch at any point north-to-
south before turning for home. Single-
hander Mark Deppe's J/120 Alchera was 
the first monohull home.
	 As the LongPac is a qualifier for next 
summer's Singlehanded TransPac, we 
thought this would be a good time to 
pass on the published announcement for 
it, and a note from Race Co-Chair Bob 
Johnston:
	 "Now that LongPac 2009 is “in the 
books,” it’s time for that next great SSS 
tradition. Of course what I’m talking about 
is the biennial on-line argument over 
whether SSB’s or sat phones are better 
for checking in offshore! This debate has 
already started, and somewhere in the 
middle of it there will be a little sailboat 
race to Hawaii . . .
	 Ladies and Gentlemen, I’m pleased 
to formally announce the running of 
the Seventeenth Biennial Singlehanded 
TransPacific Yacht Race.
	 The race will start on Saturday, June 
19th, 2010 at the Corinthian YC and fin-

ish 2,120 miles later in “Bali Hai” – Ha-
nalei Bay on the island of Kauai.
	 Reading from the draft of the Race 
Rules and Conditions:
	 'The Singlehanded TransPac has a rich 
history, spanning over thirty-two years. 
The Race’s perpetual trophies bear the 
names of many well-known U.S. and 
international sailors.'
	 I’ll add, names including the late Steve 
Fossett, Stan Honey, Bruce Schwab, Skip 
Allan, John Guzzwell and the late Mark 
Rudiger. But what makes this race so 
great are the names of all the other sail-
ors most people out there haven’t heard 
of. People like Jim Kellam and Jeanne 
Socrates, who after reaching Kauai in 
the Singlehanded TransPac went on to 
quietly sail around the world, solo. This 
has been, and hopefully always will be 
an ocean race for the rest of us.
	 An informal interest poll has been 
started on the SSS on-line bulletin board 
and the rules committee is well on its 
way to finalizing the rules, including the 
equipment requirements for the race.
	 If you’re thinking about racing you 
need to get serious about preparing your 
boat and if you haven’t done it already, 
sailing your qualifier. Finally, I’ll be work-
ing on the seminar schedule shortly."
	 We were unable to include the results 
from the Society's August 22-23 Rich-
mond-South Beach Race, so make sure 
to check www.sfbaysss.org for those plus 
info on the '10 Singlehanded TransPac.

LONGPAC  (7/29-8/4)
	 SINGLEHANDED 1 — 1) Green Buffalo, Cal 
40, Jim Quanci; 2) Tiger Beetle, N/M 45, Rob Mac-

Farlane; 3) Alchera, J/120, Mark Deppe. (8 boats)
	 SINGLEHANDED 2 — 1) Bar-ba-loot, Moore 
24, Andy Hamilton; 2) Bandicoot, Wyliecat 30, Al 
Germain; 3) TAZ!!, Express 27, George Lythcott. 
(7 boats)
	 DOUBLEHANDED 1 — 1) Ohana, Bene-
teau 45f5, Steve Hocking/Marika Edler; 2) Trunk 
Monkey, Farr 30, Jody and Skip McCormack. (4 
boats)
	 DOUBLEHANDED 2 — 1) Nancy, Wyliecat 30, 
Pat Broderick/Michael Andrews; 2) Great White, 
Express 27, Rachel Fogel/Patrick Lewis; 3) Elise, 
Express 27, Nathalie Criou/Heather Bowers. (5 
boats)
	 MULTIHULL — 1) Hecla, Hammerhead 54, Jeff 
Lebesch. (2 boats)
	 OVERALL — 1) Hecla; 2) Green Buffalo; 3) 
Elise; 4) Ohana; 5) Alchera; 6) Coyote, Beneteau 
First 42, Steve Hill; 7) Nancy; 8) Trunk Monkey; 9) 
Outsider, Azzura 310, Greg Nelsen; 10) Redsky, 
Olson 34, Brian Boschma. (26 boats)

Sarcoma Cup
	 Richmond YC and Beat Sarcoma 
teamed up August 22-23 to hold the 
second annual Sarcoma Cup. As of this 
writing the final numbers on how many 
dollars were raised weren't yet avail-
able, with donations still rolling in, but 
the near 75-boat turn-out had to bode 
well for the effort to double the $18,000 
raised in last year's event for sarcoma 
research.
	 "We applied a lot of learning from last 
year and incorporated feedback from 
participants," said founder Nathalie 
Criou. "It's a very young event so there's 
definitely a lot we can improve on! What 

What the LongPac lacked in breeze, it made up for in wildlife — at least for Jim Quanci and his Cal 
40 'Green Buffalo'. A strange cutoff low produced a drifter for the fleet this year.
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we can say at this point with certainty 
is: we received $20,000 in cash sponsor-
ship — over twice the amount from last 
year — and all the prizes, awards,  plus 
most of the food donated, so our cost 
was either lower, or in line with last year, 
even though we were able to offer more 
things like fruits, dessert, massages and 
2 different types of really nice beer. We 
had 2.5 times more attendance than last 
year and donations are still coming in as 
we have a fundraising competition."
	 Sarcoma survivor and Pacific Cup 
veteran Criou started the event last year 
as a way to raise money for research on 
treating the extremely rare group of can-
cers of the connective tissues. Due to the 
relative rarity of the diseases — which 
diproportionately affect children — their 
study receives very little funding: less 
than 1% of all cancer research funds. 
All the money raised during the regatta 
goes toward funding sarcoma research.
	 As for the racing, it was breeze-on for 
both Saturday's buoy racing and Sun-
day's pursuit race, as evidenced by the 
harrowing experience of the crew of Drew 
Harper's Viper 640 BoomSlang, which 
capsized while beating to windward near 
Alcatraz in a roaring flood. While getting 
ping-ponged around in a gaggle of boats, 
the boat was hit by a puff during a tack. 
Despite the strong winds, the two-man, 

one-woman crew were 
able to right it, but as 
soon as the sails loaded 
up, it took off sailing on its 
own. In no time the flood 
pushed the soggy crew to 
Alcatraz, where one of the 
men was able to safely 
scale the seawall. The oth-
ers were soon rescued by 
the Protector Escapade, 
whose crew then chased 
down the Viper, which 
was eventually towed in 
safely, albeit with a broken 

topmast.
	 For more information on the regatta 
and the fundraising, visit www.beatsar-
coma.org.

	 SARCOMA CUP (8/22-23) 
	 J/105 — 1) Arbitrage, Bruce Stone, 14 points; 
2) Blackhawk, Scooter Simmons, 22; 3) Mojo, Jeff 
Litfin/John Case, 23. (19 boats)
	 EXPRESS 27 — 1) Witchy Woman, Tom Jen-

kins, 6 points; 2) Wile E Coyote, Dan Pruzan, 9; 3) 
Get Happy!!, Brendan Busch, 9. (10 boats)
	 WYLIE WABBIT — 1) Kwazy, Colin Moore, 5 
points; 2) Mr. McGregor, Kim Desenberg, 9; 3) Ke-
ala, Ron Tostenson, 10. (6 boats)
	 ETCHELLS — 1) Agent Smith, Jim Gregory, 4 
points; 2) 530, Jeff Wayne, 11; 3) Cougar, Ethan 
Doyle, 12. (14 boats)
	 BENETEAU 36.7 — 1) Mistra, Ed Durbin, 3 
points; 2) Ay Caliente!, Aaron Kennedy, 6; 3) Buf-
flehead, Stuart Scott, 9. (3 boats)
	 OPEN 5.70 — 1) Boracic, Michael Gough, 3 
pints; 2) Semi-Aquatic, Jerome Sammarcelli, 6; 2) 
Demonic, Nicolas Vale, 10. (5 boats)
	 ARIAD-MERCK CRUISING — 1) Kooyah, 
Donald Farquharson, 4 points; 2) Native, Adam 
Gambel, 7. (2 boats)
	 PHRF B — 1) Twisted, Farr 40, Mike DeVr-
ies/Tony Pohl, 4 points; 2) N/N, Farr 36 OD, Mark 
Howe, 8; 3) J/World, J/120, John Cabrall, 8. (6 
boats)
	 PHRF C —1) Hoot, Olson 30, Andy Macfie, 4 
points; 2) Dragonsong, Olson 30, Sam McFad-
den, 9 points; 3) UFO, Ultimate 20, Trent Watkins, 
10. (7 boats)
	 PHRF D — 1) Woof, J/24, Wally Whittier, 4 
points; 2) Windlfower, Santana 30, Bill and Pattie 
O'Connor, 5. (2 boats)

SUNDAY PURSUIT RACE — 1) Shadow, Formula 
40, Peter Stoneberg; 2) Get Happy!!; 3) Witchy 
Woman; 4) J/World; 5) Bufflehead; 6) Light'n Up, 
Express 27, Karl Gillette; 7) Wetsu, Express 27, 
Phil Krasner; 8) Ay Caliente!; 9) El Raton, Express 
27, Ray Lotto; 10) Wile E Coyote. (32 boats)
	 Complete results: www.richmondyc.org

Santa Barbara to King Harbor Race
	 Afterburner, Bill Gibb's Ventura-based 
52-ft Bladerunner catamaran, used idyl-
lic catamaran sailing conditions to set 
a new course record of 5h, 37m during 
July 31's 81-mile race from Santa Bar-

Nearly 75 boats showed up at Richmond YC 
August 22-23 to race for the Sarcoma Cup and 
raise big $$$ for sarcoma research.

Bill Gibbs' '52-ft Afterburner' took 10 minutes off the reference time for the Santa Barbara-King 
Harbor Race, finishing some 50 minutes ahead of Doug Baker's Andrews 80 'Magnitude 80'. The 
'Afterburner' crew averaged some 14 knots over the race's 81-mile rated distance.
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ja. (5 boats)
	 Complete results: www.cyc.org

GOLDEN GATE YC FRIDAY NIGHT SERIES 
(8/14)
	 1) Polperro, Folkboat, Peter Jeal; 2) Rambler, 
Cal 20, Mike Farrell; 3) Dark and Stormy, 1D35, 
Jon Hunt. (8 boats)
	 Complete results: www.ggyc.org

IYC SUMMER TWILIGHT SERIES (8/14)
	 DIVISION A (PHRF 0-150) — 1) Uno, Wyliecat 
30, Steve Wonner; 2) Spirit of Freedom, J/124, 
Bill Mohr; 3) Twisted, Farr 40, Mike DeVries/Tony 
Pohl. (7 boats)
	 168 RATERS — 1) Phantom, J/24, John Guill-
ford; 2) Bewitched, Merit 25, Laraine Salmon; 3) 
Bandido, Merit 25, George Gurrola. (6 boats)
	 DIVISION D (PHRF > 150) — 3) 1) Lelo Too, 
Tartan 10, Emiles Carles; 1) Dumbo, Catalina 22, 
David Torrisi; 2) Shadow Fax, Olson 25, Mark 
Simpson. (5 boats)
	 NON-SPINNAKER — 1) Svenska, Peterson 
34, Fred Minning; 2) Blueberry, Nonsuch 22, John 
Foster. (5 boats)
	 Complete results: www.iyc.org

MPYC SUNSET SERIES  (7/15)

	 C FLEET — 1) Yippee!, John and Johanna 
Wright; 2) Alte Liebe, Jerry Martin; 3) Spielzueg, 
Bob DuBois. (5 boats)
	 CORSAIR — 1) Gaijin, Pete Adams. (1 boat)
	 Complete results: www.beniciayachtclub.com

CORINTHIAN YC FRIDAY NIGHT SERIES (8/21) 
	 J/105 — 1) YIKES!, Sue Hoeschler; 2) Rox-
anne, Charles James; 3) Vim, Garry Gast. (5 
boats)
	 SPINNAKER 3 — 1) Wuda Shuda, Soverel 26 
OB, Craig Page; 2) Wuda Shuda, Soverel 26 OB, 
Craig Page; 3) Can O' Whoopass, Cal 20, Richard 
vonEhrenkrook. (7 boats)
	 NON-SPINNAKER 3 — 1) Chica, Cal 20, Ted 
Goldbeck; 2) Tension II, Cal 20, John Nooteboom; 
3) Fantasea Islander, Islander 28, Kevin Reilly. (5 
boats)
	 NON-SPINNAKER 1 — 1) Q, Schumacher 40, 
Glenn Isaacson; 2) Nina, Olson 29, Robert Mac-
Donald; 3) Henry Hannah, Cal 40, David Holscher. 
(8 boats)
	 SPINNAKER 2 — 1) Yucca, 8 Meter, Hank Ea-
som; 2) JR, Moore 24, Richard Korman; 3) Viva, 
Melges 32, Don Jesberg. (9 boats)
	 NON-SPINNAKER 2 — 1) Summer Sailstice, 
Ranger 33, John Arndt; 2) Mimicat, Hinckley 38, 
Robert Long; 2) Maxine, Yankee 30, Stephen Spo-

	 We would like to keep a running tab 
on beer can results through the summer 
— and we need your help. We don't have the 
time or manpower to chase down results. 
You have to either post them on a website 
or send them directly to the race editor at 
rob@latitude38.com.
	 Our format, lo these many years, is to 
include the name of the boat, the type and 
length of boat, and the first and last names 
of the owner(s). The following are the only 
results that were posted online for August. 
Don't forget the Latitude 38 Beer Can Chal-
lenge: sail every night at a different beer 
can race in any given week, then send us 
photo documentation, and we'll send you 
some swag to commemorate your pursuit 
of sailing satisfaction. 

BVBC MONDAY NIGHT MADNESS (7/20)
	 (nothing posted for August)

BENICIA YC THURSDAY NIGHTS (8/20)
	 A FLEET — 1) Bluefin, Noble Griswold; 2) 
Enigma, Randall Lesley. (2 boats)
	 B FLEET — 1) Stolen Moments, Deborah Ly-
ons; 2) Kelika, Mike Weaver. (2 boats)

THE BOX SCORES

bara to Redondo Beach. The Kiwi-built 
cat averaged a marvelous 18 knots for 
the distance sailed, and a little over 14 
knots for the rated course, to eclipse her 
old record by 10 minutes.
	 Fifty minutes behind Afterburner was 
Doug Baker's Andrews 80 Magnitude 80 
from Long Beach, just back from Hawaii, 
where she missed the all-time monohull 
TransPac record by only minutes.
	 But don't try to get Gibbs into a mul-
tihulls versus monohulls argument. "It's 
all horses for courses," he said. "I have 
tremendous respect for canting keel 
monohulls, and Magnitude has beat us 
boat-for-boat a number of times. What 
this year's race proved is that a cata-
maran like mine needs moderate winds, 
meaning 10 to 20 knots, and flat seas, to 
set records. In winds under eight knots 
or over 20 knots, and in bigger seas or 
sailing upwind, Magnitude is faster. But 
this year the conditions were right there 
in Afterburner's sweet spot."
	 In the world of course-record set-
ters, Afterburner is a budget operation. 
Gibbs bought the now 22-year-old cat 
more than nine King Harbor Races ago 
for $100,000, and most of his sails are 
nearly seven years old, having been over-
built from Cuben Fiber to last for many 
years.
	 But when it came to corrected time 
honors in the 107-boat fleet, Chris 
Slagerman's Firebird Phat Cat stole both 

ORCA honors and the whole show by 
nearly 40 minutes over Sprit UI-winner, 
John Staff's Viper 830 Plankton. John 
MacLaurin's well-traveled Davidson 52 
Pendragon IV took the honors in ULDB A, 
while Mike Warns' SC 50 Fifty-one Fifty 
did the same in ULDB B. The "Black Wid-
ows" on Mike and Gary Burke's Hobie 33 
Capt. Sluggo took ULDB C. Sprit PI went 
to Gary Winton's J/120 Shenanigans. 
In the displacement divisions, Folkman 
Galloway's Olson 40 Ono took PHRF A, 
while Chad Downey's Jeanneau 49DS 
Elixir took PHRF B, PHRF C went to Larry 
Leveille's J/29 Rush Street and PHRF D 

went to Ken Ziegler's Islander 36 Rasa. 
Mark Noble's Escapade took the J/105 
class and Dave Voss' Piranha took the 
Farr 40 division.
	 We've done about 10 King Harbor 
Races over the years, and can't re-
member one that was more pleasant. 
Thanks to the start's unusually strong 
winds — eight knots — boats were able 
to get away from Santa Barbara faster 
than normal. While we never saw more 
than 15 knots, the wind was unusually 
consistent in the traditional light spots, 
meaning the lee of Santa Cruz Island 
and when crossing Santa Monica Bay. It 

Michael Andrews, Wayne Best and Shawn Grassman sailing 'Bonito' hard at the Tuna Nationals. 
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	 PHRF A — 1) Bustin' Loose, Pulford; 2) Sea 
Saw, Cordrey; 3) Mas Rapido, Chaffey. (4 boats)
	 PHRF B — 1) Joss, Duncan; 2) Fleeboflam, 
Chaffin; 3) Mizzen, Baxter. (8 boats)
	 SHIELDS — 1) Harriet, Stratton; 2) October, 
Jackson; 3) Medora, Feely. (4 boats)
	 Complete results: www.mpyc.org.

SAUSALITO YC SUNSET SERIES (8/11) 
	 J/105 — 1) Streaker, Ron Anderson; 2) Jose 
Cuervo, Sam Hock. ( 2 boats)
	 DIVISION A — 1) Bloom County, Mancebo 31, 
John Stewart; 2) Gammon, Tartan 10, Jeff Hutter; 
3) Lynx, Wyliecat 30, Steve Overton. (5 boats)
	 DIVISION C — 1) Venture, Jeanneau 49, Mi-
chael Chobotov; 2) True North, Baltic 42, Jeff 
Dunnavant; 3) French Kiss, Beneteau 350, Dave 
Borton. (9 boats)
	 Complete results at: www.syconline.org

SOUTH BEACH YC FRIDAY NIGHT SERIES 
(8/21)
	 CLASS D (Spin <114) — 1) Jolly Mon, J/120, 
Chris Chamberlin2) Tupelo Honey, Elan 40, Ge-
rard Sheridan; 3) 007, J/105, Bruce Blackie. (5 
boats)
	 CLASS E (Spin >115) — 1) Highlighter, Is-
lander 36, Bill Hackel; 2) Independence, J/32, Joe 

Wells; 3) Moondoggie, Islander 36, BGS Partners. 
(7 boats)
	 CLASS F (Non-spin <130) — 1) Stink Eye, 
Laser 28 ODR, Jonathon Gutoff; 2) Savoir Faire, 
Beneteau First, Paul Osborn; 3) Seaview, C&C 
115, Pete Hamm. (8 boats)
	 CLASS G (Non-spin > 131 except Catalina 
30) — 1) Star Ranger, Ranger 26, Simon James; 
2) Sea Spirit, Catalina 34, Laurence Baskin; 3) 
Kapai, Islander 36, Richard Egan. (7 boats)
	 CLASS J (CATALINA 30) — 1) Impulse, Ra-
chad Youssef; 2) Huge, Bill Woodruff; 3) Dancing 
Bear, Loe Askins/Ray Hall. (7 boats)

ST. FRANCIS YC:
CABRINHA THURSDAY NIGHT KITEBOARDING 
SERIES (8/20, 2r/0t)
	 OVERALL — 1) Chip Wasson, 3 points; 2) 
Johnny Heineken, 4; 3) Shawn Richman, 7; 4) Mi-
chael Gebhardt, 7; 5) Jeff Kafka, 10. (35 kites)
	 MASTER — 1) Chip Wasson, 3 points; 2) Mar-
celo Segura, 29; 3) Eric Geleynse, 29; 4) Bruce 
Johnson, 33; 5) Steve Gibson, 41. (6 kites)
	 GRAND MASTER — 1) Frank Wittke, 17 points. 
(1 kite)
	
FRIDAY NIGHT WINDSURFING SERIES (8/21, 
5r/1t)

	 FORMULA BOARDS — 1) Eric Christianson, 5 
points; 2) Steve Bodner, 10; 3) David Wells, 11; 4) 
Al Mirel, 13; 5) Jean Rathle, 17. (9 boards)

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERIES (WOODIES) 
(8/26)
	 KNARR — 1) N/N, Eric Gray; 2) Fifty-Fifty, Jon 
Perkins; 3) Gjendin, Graham Green. (12 boats)
	 FOLKBOAT — 1) Josephine, Eric Kaiser; 2) 
Polperro, Peter Jeal; 3) Elsie, Michael Goebel. (11 
boats)
	 IOD — 1) Whitecap, Hernandez/Team White-
cap; 2) Youngster, Ron Young; 3) Xarifa, Man-
ning/Fulwiler. (7 boats)	
	 Complete results at: www.stfyc.org

SVENDSEN'S THURSDAY NIGHT SERIES TREA-
SURE ISLAND SC SERIES STANDINGS1)
	 VANGUARD 15 — 1) Jim Barkow/Melanie Rob-
erts, 255 points; 2) Andrew Watters/Elsie Eustis, 
252; 3) Ken Turnbull/Rebecca Beard, 250; 4) Phil 
Laby/Katie Cochrane, 230; 5) Matthew Sessions/
Avery Patton, 189. (40 boats)
	 Complete results at: www.vanguard15.org
	 LASER — 1) Marc Jux, 166 points; 2) Mark Hal-
man, 141; 3) Ryan Nelson, 139; 4) Mike Bishop, 
139; 5) Steve Orosz, 118. (18 boats) 
	 Complete results at: www.tilaserfleet.org

allowed our Profli-
gate — despite be-
ing loaded down 
with twin RIBs 
and outboards, 
full water and fuel 
tanks, plus other 
junk, to finish just 
10 minutes after 
Fifty-one Fifty . 
Alas, two hours 
were later myste-
riously added to 
our elapsed time, 
perhaps as a pen-
alty for taking up 
too much yacht 
club dock space 

after the race. Does that mean we're go-
ing to have to forfeit our fourth-in-class 
cheese platter trophy? We hope not. No 
matter what, like the Terminator, we'll 
be back. And you should think about 
signing up too!
	 More info and full results are at www.
sbyc.org.

Aldo Alessio Regatta
	 Dan Woolery's King 40 Soozal added 
yet another regatta title to its ever-grow-
ing list in the IRC division at St. Francis 
YC's Aldo Alessio Regatta July 31-August 
2.

	 Posting a 3-2-1-2 in the four-race, 
no-throwout series, Soozal finished one 
point clear of John Siegel's Wylie 42 Scor-
pio. Trailing the latter by a point going 
into the final race, Woolery was able to 
put a boat between them to close out the 
regatta.
	 Nineteen J/105s showed for the re-
gatta, with Phil Laby and Rich Pipkin's 
Racer X sailing a consistent 2-3-3-5 
series to overtake early leader and even-
tual runner-up, Adam Spiegel and Guil-
lamette Brouillat's Jam Session. Steve 
Madeira's Mr. Magoo won the eight-boat 

J/120 division by three points. Full re-
sults are available at www.stfyc.org

SFYC IRC and Express 37 Nationals
	 San Francisco YC hosted the IRC and 
Express 37 Invitational on August 15-
16. Four Express 37s showed and Bartz 
Schneider's Expeditious bookended a 2-3 
with a pair of bullets to finish one point 
clear of Kame Richards' Golden Moon. 
Dan Woolery's King 40 Soozal ran the 
table in the IRC Division. Next month's 
Rolex Big Boat Series is the final event 
in the SF Bay IRC series and Soozal will 
be carrying the series lead into the re-
gatta, which also serves as the U.S. IRC 

Dan Woolery's Pt. Richmond-based  King 40 'Soozal' continues to tear up the SF Bay IRC fleet, hav-
ing jumped into the series lead going into the final showdown at the Rolex Big Boat Series.
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Championships. Full results are up at 
www.sfyc.org.
	

Santana 22 Nationals
	 For the fifth time in six attempts, 
Michael Andrews' Bonito took home the 
Santana 22 Nationals trophy after a 
vintage weekend of Bay sailing hosted by 
the Corinthian Yacht Club on July 25-26. 
Tom Montoya’s Meliki and Jan Grygier’s 
Carlos joined Andrews on the podium, 
taking second and third, respectively, in 
the 19-boat fleet. As is always the case 
with the Tunas, both the racing and 
roundings were extremely tight and not 
without a bit of bumping and grinding.
	 The regatta played out quite similarly 
to the last time the Nationals were held 
on the Bay in '07 at Richmond YC, with 
Andrews and Bonito earning three hard-
fought bullets on Saturday, then losing 
most of their lead after blowing up a bit 
in the fourth race, but then pulling out 
the victory with a convincing bullet in 
the final race.
	 "Our plan was to start conserva-
tively, then rely on our boat speed and 
crew work,” Andrews said. “We believed 

strongly that we couldn't afford to 
be OCS in any race, nor finish very 
deep, because we knew there were at 
least four other boats that would likely 
have nothing but low scores as well."
	 The conditions might have worked 

to Bonito’s advantage also. Though not 
as nuclear as Friday’s practice race, the 
weekend saw plenty of breeze in the high 
teens.
	 "Having sailed Bonito with Wayne Best 
and Shawn Grassman for six years now, 
I have a lot of confidence in our ability to 
work our way into a good position and 

Crowded starts were the norm for the first ever Kiteboarding Worlds at St. Francis YC.
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U.S. representative: Euro Marine Trading, Inc. 62 Halsey Street, 
Unit M, Newport, RI toll free 800 222 7712

www.euromarinetrading.com

P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY • SAUSALITO, CA 94966
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

415•332•5478
www.listmarine.com

SAUSALITO

•	Full service	
engine shop

•	We service all makes

•	Dockside facilities

•	Mobile service trucks



SHEET

September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 141

find lanes even in 
challenging con-
ditions," Andrews 
said. "Of course it 
doesn't hurt that I 
grew up sailing out 
of the San Francis-
co YC in the Knox 
area and that we 
get our weight out 
and keep the boat 
flat as well as, or 
better than, any-
one else when it's 
windy."
     But while An-
drews, Best, and 
Grassman had a 

lot going for them, one crucial factor was 
the absence of 92-year-old Ernie Rideout 
and his far younger Tuna Maybe, who 
proved that ‘Old Guys (Still) Rule,’ even 
when they’re not able to participate in 
the regatta. We had initially heard that 
two-time nationals winner Rideout — the 
only other sailor to win the event since 
Andrews joined the class — would not 

be able to participate in this year due 
to a spill off of a ladder. So as much as 
the Bonito crew was relieved to not have 
to compete against him, they were even 
more so when Rideout arrived at the fleet 
dinner on Saturday evening to donate 
a half-hull trophy to be awarded to the 
regatta’s ‘most seasoned’ skipper.
	 It turned out that Maybe’s absence 
was due to injuries to Rideout’s long-
time crew, Ray Pingree and Phil Worthen, 
whom he taught to sail when they were 
juniors. Complete results are at www.
cyc.org.

Columbia 5.5 Meter Nationals
	 Encinal YC hosted the Columbia 
5.5 Meter Nationals on the South Bay 
on August 15-16. After a dismasting 
knocked him out of the regatta last year, 
Bill Colombo took this year's title over 
seven other boats with a 4-1-1-1-2 in 
the six-race, one-throwout series. Run-
ner-up Adam Sadeg ended up a point 
back, three points clear of Liem Dao. Full 

results are up at www.encinal.org.

Kiteboarding Worlds
	 For the first time ever, ISAF sanc-
tioned a World Championsips for Kite-
board Course Racing. Given that it's 
the discipline's birthplace, it was only 
fitting that St. Francis YC would host 
the hugely successful inaugural event 
last weekend. Sean Farley, winner of 
last year's course racing nationals, 
bested the fleet of 68 kiters to take the 
'09 World title. Locals Chip Wasson and 
John Heineken were second and third 
respectively. Complete results are online 
at www.stfyc.org.

505 North Americans
	 Mike Martin and Jeff Nelson won the 
505 North Americans while sitting out 
the last race. They scored four bullets 
and a second in the six-race, one-thro-
wout series hosted by St. Francis YC on 
the Circle August 18-20. 
	 The Southern California duo has won 
practically every 505 regatta on the Bay 
leading up to the NAs, so we weren't 
surprised to see this result. Santa Cruz's 

We put you on a silver platter.
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Mike Martin and Jeff Nelson were practically untouchable at the 505 North Americans.
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Mike Holt, sailing with Carl Smit, has 
been knocking on the door recently and, 
after a scoring a 6-2-2-2-1 in the first five 
races, were also able to sit out the last 
one and take second for the regatta.
	 “It's been a great week but the long 
days tire you out and you can make 
mistakes,” Holt said. “It was a bit lighter 
today so it made for a fantastic day. That, 
and knowing we didn’t have to go out for 

the last race.”
	 Being as it sailed on the Circle, while 
the boats were launched from Crissy 
Field, the 69-boat fleet had been sailing 
not only two races a day of a minimum w-
l-w-reach-l-w-l-upwind finish, but they 
had to essentially sail a triple weather leg 
to just get back to the barn every day!

	 For those who did sail the final race 
of the series, third in the regatta went 
to Howie Hamlin and Ian Mitchell, with 
fourth going to reigning world champions 
Ian Pinnell and Carl Gibbon. East coast-
ers Tyler Moore and Geoff Ewenson were 
fifth. As we went to press, Martin and 
Nelson were leading the SAP 505 World 
Championships presented by APL. Look 
for coverage in next month's Latitude 
38.

Race Notes
	 San Diegan George Szabo and South-
ern Californian crew Rick Peters became 
the first American team to win the Star 
Worlds since Mark Reynolds and Mag-
nus Liljedahl did it in 2000. In what was 
Szabo's 14th attempt, the duo managed 
to overcome a 54th in the opening race 
to beat the 84-boat fleet gathered in 
Varberg, Sweden.
	 Seven boats showed up on August 15 
for Encinal YC's Gracie & George Race 
— doublehanded with a female skipper 
and male crew. After a half-hour delay, 

Tuesday-Thursday 11:00-5:00

Friday 11:00-3:00  ❧  Saturday 12:00-5:00

DeWitt Art Gallery & Framing
121 Park Place 

Point Richmond, CA 94801

(510) 236-1401 
(800) 758-4291    
www.jimdewitt.com

www.dewittgalleryandframing.com

For Custom Prints 
of any of Jim’s work, 

call Pam at…

City by the Bay
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Tight match racing action off Paradise Cay. Kristen and Peter Lane have joined forces with CMA to 
start the Bay's only weeknight match racing scene — wildly popular in just a few months.
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8.6-mile South Bay course. Joan Garrett 
and Norman Davant aboard the J/100 
Javelin took line honors in just over two 
hours, narrowly beating the overall and 
C Fleet winners Karen Flick and Steve 
Wonner on the Wyliecat 30 Uno at the 
Estuary finish.
	 Alinghi announced on August 5, that 
they will be hosting the match for AC 
33 in Ras al-Khaimah, one of the seven 
United Arab Emirates.
	 "Our absolute priorities in making 
this decision are the prevailing weather 
conditions and the resulting safety that 
they bring to both teams,” said Alinghi 
skipper Brad Butterworth. “We looked 
everywhere for a venue that suited hav-
ing good racing for the Match dates in 
February."
	 While Alinghi might have found what 
they think is the perfect venue, it violates 
the provisions in the Deed of Gift that the 
match be held in the summer months 
of whichever hemisphere it's sailed in. 

Alinghi is banking on a liberal interpre-
tation of Justice Herman Cahn's ruling 
in the Commercial Division of the New 
York Supreme Court that said that the 
match, " . . . may be held in Valencia or 
any other location . . ."

	 "Golden Gate YC believes SNG's 
choice of this venue, without our mutual 
consent, is contrary to the Deed of Gift 
and decisions and orders of the New York 
courts," said BMW Oracle spokesman 
Tom Ehman. "We are reviewing our op-
tions."

www.hiddenharbormarina.com

SAILBOATS ONLY

VISIT OUR

NEW

WEBSITE!

Boatbuilding  ~  Marine Carpentry

Specializing in composite wood construction

Authorized builders for James Wharram Designs and 
Reuel Parker. We can build to any design you desire.

561.744.0855   ❙   561.632.2628
www.boatsmithfl.com

Jupiter, Florida



WORLD

guage course abroad — where you live 
with native speakers — can rapidly ac-
celerate your language skills, a stint of 
living all aspects of the sailing life will 
give newcomers a first-hand apprecia-
tion of all its subtle and not-so-subtle 
attractions. 
	 Put young trainees on the helm when 
you're blasting along on a beam reach 
with the warm trade winds blowing and 
cool salt spray flying, and they're sure to 
appreciate the magic of harnessing the 
wind. 
	 Explain the simple physics of 'lift' 
that allows a Marconi-rigged sailboat to 
sail into the wind, and you'll be giving 
them a real-world example of scientific 
principles that they've probably touched 
on in school.
	 Teach them the rudiments of chart 
navigation, then ask them to help you 
plot a course and measure the distance 
from one day's anchorage to the next. 
You'll be giving them useful insights into 
the process of piloting a vessel around 
the world, plus an appreciation of the 
challenges faced by the early explorers 
during the Age of Discovery who were of-
ten forced to 'wing it' due to their grossly 
inaccurate charts.
	 Introduce your young guests to snor-
keling over coral reefs in clear, turquoise 
waters, and you'll witness their scientific 
curiosity coming alive, as they ponder 
the complex relationships between the 
hordes of brightly colored fish and the 
soft and hard corals that they feed on.
	 In addition, when you make young 
sailors — even those of grade school age 

— responsible for 
specific aspects 
of running the 
boat, they'll real-
ize that they're 
part of the team 
effort that's es-
sential to making 
any boat func-
t ion smoothly 
and safely. For 
example, after 
thorough safety 
training, if you 
designate your 
14-year-old to be 
the dinghy cap-
tain, you'll see 
his or her self-
esteem rise expo-

'Total Immersion' Into the Sailing 
Life Through Destination Chartering
	 You gotta love the photo at right. If it 
doesn't scream "We're having big fun in 
the sun!" we don't know what does. And 
it reminds us that a sailing vacation in 
some beautiful, sun-baked destination is 
one of the best ways we can think of to 
introduce newcomers — especially kids 
and active young adults — to the joys of 
sailing. 
	 From personal experience we know 
that taking young inductees along on 
often-chilly daysails here on San Fran-
cisco Bay doesn't always make them 
instant converts to the sport — especially 
when they show up wearing shorts and 
sandals, with only cotton sweatshirts to 
block the wind and spray. But take them 
along on a week-long charter in some 
tropical wonderland like the British Vir-
gins or Grenadines, and they'll definitely 
understand why you're so enamored with 
all things nautical.
	 Why? Because for most of us, our  
love of sailing involves a lifestyle more 
than simply a recreational pastime; a 
lifestyle that, when you think about it, 
encompasses not only physical exertion, 
but also bonding with nature, stress re-
lief, problem solving, the application of 
scientific principles, and more. By com-
ing along on a yacht charter, your young 
guests will get a 24/7 introduction to the 
sailing life in the best of circumstances. 
Just as a 'total immersion' foreign lan-

	 With reports this month on Converting Young Sailors Through 
Exotic Travel, our first-time-ever Photo Contest, a young Bay 
Area sailor's Trials and Tribulations of Sailing the Abacos, and 
miscellaneous Charter Notes.

nentially, and that previously disinter-
ested kid will likely also take a greater 
interest in other aspects of crew work. 
	 The killer photo above — which, by 
the way, won third prize in a recent 
Moorings photo contest — shows a group 
of young adults whooping it up in the 
tropics. Guessing that they're all college 
age or a bit older, we have to wonder 
if some of them were initiated into the 
'world of chartering' as kids. Because 
from personal experience we've seen that 
there's a natural progression for young 
sailors to learn the ropes from their 
parents, then want to share the sailing 
life with their buddies when they're old 
enough to skipper a charter boat on their 
own.
	 How can young people afford such 
a trip? Run the numbers and you'll see 
it's not impossible, especially in times 
like these when airfares are cheap and 
charter operators are offering deep dis-
counts. Here are a few useful tips: First, 
if prices from the top-rated companies 
are too steep, check out second-tier 
companies that offer somewhat older 
boats for lower prices — after all, a boat 

Windsurfing didn't come easy for Hannah and 
Sarah, but they had big fun giving this and other 
watersports a try during a recent charter. 
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OF CHARTERING

tioned above, that we've never actually 
held a photo contest of our own — and 
it's high time we did. 
	 So we invite you to email up to five of 
your best high resolution JPGs before 
November 1 to andy@latitude38.com. 
We'll pick winners in several yet-to-be 
determined categories, and publish them 
in the magazine. In addition to earning 
that 15 minutes of fame, winners will 

that's a bit worn and tired will get you to 
the same anchorages as one that's brand 
spanking new.
	 Second, consider chartering in the 
off-season, when prices are much lower 
— and many operators are especially 
motivated to wheel and deal. Third, go 
ahead and pack the boat to max capac-
ity, booking two to a cabin, with another 
couple sleeping on the drop-down salon 
table. Sure, it will be a bit crowded and 
messy that way, but when you're young, 
'the more the merrier' is an appropriate 
mantra — especially if it makes the dif-
ference between making the trip happen 
or not. 
	 Finally, pick a destination that's rela-
tively close to home, so airfares won't be 
a deal-breaker — Mexico's Sea of Cortez 
and Belize come to mind. And book far 
in advance so you'll have a reasonable 
chance of using your frequent flyer miles 
(or better yet, miles gifted from generous 
friends or relatives).
	 Whether you're a young adult hoping 

to put together a dream getaway with 
your favorite bunch of party animals, 
or a parent who'd love to instill a love of 
sailing in your kids, we say set a date 
and place, and book it. We're sure you'll 
be glad you did.

— latitude/andy

We've Showed You Ours,
Now Show Us Yours

	 Over the years, whenever we've gone 
'on assignment' (ahem!) to an idyllic 
charter destination, we've been happy 
to share our best 
photos with you 
in these pages. 
And, of course, 
we ' r e  a lways 
pleased to pub-
lish shots that 
readers send in 
from sailing ven-
ues around the 
world.
	 But we were 
reminded by The 
Moorings' photo 
contest, men-

Are we having fun yet? Oh yeah! Shanghai a 
bunch of young friends onto a charter cruise, 
and they may become sailors for life.

Cool shot, eh? Why not show us your best 
images?You could win some 'Latitude' swag, 
plus get your shots published in the mag.
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receive some official Latitude 38 swag. 
So don't be shy, show us your best!

— latitude/andy

High Times in the Abacos:
Skinny Water, Firey Rum & Mischief
	 After loving our previous charters in 
the Grenadines, Greece and the British 
Virgin Islands, we set our sights on the 
Bahamas late last fall. 
	 Flying in from Monaco, New York, 
London and San Francisco, our crew 
rendezvoused at Miami International 
Airport, then caught a puddle jumper 
to Marsh Harbour, Great Abaco, in the 
Bahamas.Not long after our arrival at 
The Moorings' base, we checked out 
our beautiful 43-ft cat, Ultimate Pair O’ 
Docs, and our flotilla partner, the 42-ft 
cat Calusa. Both boats were built in 
South Africa, and have four large double 
berths and four heads. Our provisions 
had already been delivered and stowed. 
We could not have been more excited!
	 After overnighting at the nearby 
Conch Inn, we went through a chart 
briefing and a walk-through of the boats 
with a staffer named David, who's origi-
nally from Cape Town. (You'll hear more 
about him later.) There were a few issues 
to sort out with the boats, which burned 
up a few hours. But hey, we were in the 
islands, not the U.S. 
	 As it was the last week of hurricane 
season, winds were pretty strong that 
first day — 25 knots initially, building to 
40 — although much milder throughout 
the week. We pulled out of the harbor 
under a double-reefed main and headed 
out to Treasure Cay, arriving at the an-
chorage in only 90 minutes. We wanted 
to check out the beach, but our dinghy 
engine wouldn’t start. So we hung out on 
the boat and went for a swim — the water 
was still a bit cold, in the low 70’s, at that 
time of year. Afterward, we had a com-
munal dinner party with the Calusa crew 
and somehow managed to go through 
2/3 of our weekly alcohol provisioning 
in one night. Quite an achievement!
	 We woke up a little worse for wear, 
which proved to be a recurring theme, 
but The Moorings sent out a guy to fix 
the outboard and we soon set sail for 
Banyan Beach, which is said to be one 
of the top 10 beaches in the world. Sure 
enough, it was a spectacular white sand 
beach and the water was warmer than 
the day before. 
	 The next morning we were off to Great 
Guana Cay. We had a fantastic sail  
despite beating to weather all the way. 
As we approached our destination, we 
slowed down and flipped on the engine 
to drop the sails. But I neglected to ask 
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anyone to pull the dinghy up short, and 
promptly ran over the painter, severing 
it! Thankfully, my 'first mate' immedi-
ately jumped in to rescue the inflatable 
— thereby earning his first mate status! 
Unfortunately the dinghy's gas tank was 
still aboard the mothership. We soon had 
him back aboard safely though. After 
finally mooring in Settlement Harbour, 
we learned that Cap'n Matt aboard 
Calusa had also run over and severed 
his painter! What are the odds? 
	 That night we all headed in to Nipper’s 
for their famous Sunday Pig Roast — de-
licious! There, we soon met the 'Fire in 
Da Hole guy' who was walking around 
giving out shots of his namesake rum to 
everyone there. It proved to be a tough 
gig, though, because by the end of the 
night he had to be carried out of the 
place. (We weren’t too far behind). 
	 We awoke the next morning to find 
that our sister boat was aground on her 
mooring! To give the tide time to rise 
enough to get Calusa floating again, 
we all piled onto my boat and headed 
to uninhabited Spoils Bank Cay for a 
beach barbecue. Tip: The key to a beach 

barbecue on a windy day is to find as 
much protection as possible, and bring 
your detachable barbecue from the boat 
to avoid sand getting in your food. 
	 After a fine lunch on that beautiful 
beach, followed by a bit of exploration, we 
sailed back and dropped off our refugees, 
then set sail for Hope Town on Elbow 
Cay in time for a rising tide — a neces-
sity there due to the channel's 'skinny 
water'. After checking the tide charts, we 
decided to stay two nights because you 
could only leave on a rising tide, which, 
in our case, would have meant leaving 
early the next morning or after dark 
— neither was ideal. 
	 In the morning we rented golf carts 
and tooled around Tahiti Beach, which 
was wonderful for shelling near the shal-
lows, then set out on a pub crawl, vowing 
to have the house drink at every bar we 
passed. First, a piña colada at Sea Spray, 
then a Bahama Mama at the Abaco Inn, 

Clockwise, from upper left: Jenny has a taste for 
Nipper's rum; Gazzer and Alton survey the Hope 
Town anchorage; Eva slaps the bass at Sea 
Spray; Cap'n Jason awaits a dowsing; pyramid-
ing at Tahiti Beach; Anna checks the depth.



night was at Pete’s Pub, a great place 
that reminded us of Foxy’s Taboo on Jost 
Van Dyke in the BVI, and they had the 
same stupid and infuriating ring game 
that we'd played at another beach bar 
on Jost called the Soggy Dollar. I lost 
miserably, but the meal was delicious. 
On the way home through the anchor-
age we couldn't find our boat, but soon 
discovered the Calusa crew had pulled 
a prank by turning off our anchor light! 
We vowed to get them back.
	 Thursday morning arrived: Thanks-
giving Day in the Bahamas. What could 
be better? We set sail for White Sound, 
but on the way it started getting very 
shallow off Tilloo Cay near Lubber's 
Quarters. Suddenly we were aground! 
I felt like a total failure. "Will we ever 
get out of here," I remember thinking. 
"Will I get charged? Is a hull damaged?" 
I was literally sick to my stomach. Out 
of shame, I decided not to radio Calusa. 
It was still two hours before low tide. 
	 Exploration of the surrounding area 
by dinghy revealed shallows everywhere. 
So, in textbook fashion, we tried kedg-
ing out an anchor in deep water so we 
wouldn't drift farther into the shallows. 
After a few hours of waiting for the tide 
to rise, I realized it might be close to dark 
by the time we got off. We were also hav-
ing a head blockage problem, so I called 
The Moorings and they said they'd send 
somebody out. 
	 After a few hours I heard David's  
South African accent over the VHF (the 
guy who'd given us our briefing at the 
charter base). He told us he had just 
helped another boat out near White 
Sound and he was on his way to us. A 
sense of calm came over me. When he 
arrived and told us the other stranded 
boat was Calusa, my crew and I erupted 
into a wild  celebration. "We both ran 
aground! I am not 
alone! And Calusa 
is still ahead of us 
on the grounding 
scorecard, two to 
one!" With that, 
David shared a 
Bahamian prov-
erb: "If you haven’t 
run aground in 
the Bahamas, you 
aren’t trying hard 
enough!" 
	 Then the fun 
started. We set the 
anchor off on its 
own, tied to a fend-
er so we could re-
trieve it later. Then 

David towed us afloat and told us to head 
west, but we quickly ran aground again. 
He towed us afloat again, told us to head 
north, but we ran aground yet again. 
About this point we learned that David 
is an expert sailor, but had only been in 
the Bahamas for three weeks and didn’t 
know the waters at all! We also learned 
he had sailed with my wife’s family in 
South Africa during the Cape Town to 
Rio Race. Small world! 
	 While trying to get us afloat again, I 
tripped a line and my starboard engine 
seized. "Don’t worry," David said, "I won’t 
tell the other boat you did this." We then 
figured out it was a line from his boat. 
I quickly retorted, “Don't worry, I won’t 
tell The Moorings that you did this!” 
	 My first mate jumped in, cut away the 
line and we were back in business. He 
thus secured first mate status regard-
less of whatever else he did or did not 
do during the rest of the charter! 
	 By this time it was dark. David tied his 
boat off to ours and piloted us through 
the night and into White Sound Harbor. 
We shared some war stories with the 
Calusa crew while David fixed our head. 
As a thank you for all his help, we invited 
him to join us for Thanksgiving dinner 
and drinks at the Sea Spray. During 
that wonderful evening, he let us in on 
a few harmless pranks, one of which we 
executed the next morning: We secretly 
pulled the electrical leads off the spark 
plugs of Calusa's dinghy outboard, and 
later took fiendish pleasure watching 
their frustrated attemps to start it. 
	 We were so worn out from the ground-
ing incidents — and wary of repeating 
them — that we decided to stay in White 
Sound another day and night. That led to 
more Turtle Racer cocktails and playing 
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followed by — and this is where things 
went awry — five very potent Turtle 
Racers at On Da Beach, combined with 
hours of frolicking in the waves of the 
Atlantic. We eventually arrived at a bar 
and grill called Captain Jack’s where we 
were taught a game called "American 
Cornhole" — not what you think, I assure 
you. It's an innocent bean bag game not 
unlike horseshoes. We played against 
a guy named Jack and were frequently 
given free appetizers, which I thought 
was strange. But eventually I realized we 
were playing against the Captain Jack!
	 We left very early Wednesday morning 
at high tide headed for Sandy Cay to do 
some snorkeling and have another fabu-
lous beach barbecue. Out on the nearby 
reef we saw turtles and tons of fish — a 
great time. 
	 We then dinghied over to Pelican Cay 
to a beautiful white sand beach with the 
clearest water we had ever seen — truly 
stunning! It was a great place to bide 
our time while waiting for high tide so 
we could get into Little Harbor for the 
night. The chart shows a median depth 
over the bar of only 3.5 feet. Dinner that 

Captain Jason, his wife Anne-Marie (far left) 
and their fun-loving crew were excellent pa-
trons at every bar they visited.
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in the waves at On Da Beach.
	 Sadly, the next morning we had to 
hustle back to the charter base at Marsh 
Harbor and turn in our boats. After fuel-
ing up, they had me back the boat into 
the tightest spot I have ever seen. The 
cat certification class I'd taken back in 
the Bay at Club Nautique really helped 
me through this.
	 We capped off this fabulous trip with 
a luxurious night at the Abaco Beach 
Resort, where we scrubbed off  a week’s 
worth of grime, and my wife and I enjoyed 
a 'date night' together.
	 I learned a lot on this trip, but the 
most important thing was that there are 
two types of sailors: those who have run 
aground, and those who are going to run 
aground! I know which type I am. What 
type are you?

— jason canter 

	 Jason — Sounds like there were some 
lessons learned and brain cells burned on 
that cruise! Many thanks for your report. 
We'll be sending you some Latitude 'swag' 
as a thank you.      

— Ed.

way upward also. Hopefully, this means 
consumer confidence will rebound before 
too long. 
	 The downside to that, however, is that 
the super deals offered these days on 
everything from houses to yacht charters 
may shrink or disappear. Right now, 
however, charter operators are offering 
deeply discounted rates — we've seen 
as much as 35% off rack rates — plus 
other incentives, and airfares to many 
prime destinations are still substantially 
less that a couple of years ago.
	 If you can travel on relatively short 
notice, you should be aware that end-of-
summer and fall charter rates — before 
additional discounts — are already a 
bargain in the Eastern Caribbean and 
elsewhere. So if you've been putting off 
that much-needed getaway, it might be 
time to reconsider. There's no telling how 
long the current 'bargain window' will be 
open.
	 Likewise, if you're planning a mid-
winter sailing vacation, we'd urge you 
to lock in the airfare and your boat of 
choice soon, while rates are still flexible. 
Or should we say, too good to pass up.
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As we said in our opening article, give kids spe-
cific shipboard duties — even swabbing — and 
they'll feel like they're part of the team effort.
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Charter Notes
	 As fall approaches, we're finally see-
ing some concrete indications that the 
economy is improving. The stock market 
has been cautiously rising and housing 
values have finally begun to inch their 
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www.FootlooseCharters.com
888-852-4666

Price Guarantee

BEAT ANY OFFER 

BY $100!

Call for Details

Right Equipment! Lowest Cost!

Save 15% on your 

next Footloose           

getaway!
Call for details

or visit us online

BVI YACHT CHARTERS
THE BOATS. THE SAILING. THE EXPERIENCE...

Bareboat, Crewed  or Skippered
Monohulls from 31’ to 52’
Catamarans from 36’ to 47’
Provisioning service available
Tailored and personal service
Private Marina

Call us on 284-494-4289 
or visit www.bviyachtcharters.com 

ASA Instruction
24 Hr Emergency Call Out
Yacht Brokerage
Beneteau Fractional Programmes
Free Wifi & Customer Computer

“We had a true, worry-free 14 days of 

BVI Yacht Charters Guest

sailing. We got everything we asked for...
and then some!”   

www.bviyc.com

BRITISH VIRgin ISLANDS

"BEST DEALS ON KEELS"
•	Most selection of
	 sailboats 32'-52'

•	 "Purr" with cats 38'-47'

•	Bare boat or skippered

•	Best yacht management
	 program

Conch 
Charters

Est. 1986

www.conchcharters.com
Email: sailing@conchcharters.com

Call our 'Sails' Office
(USA) (800) 521-8939 

Tel (284) 494-4868 • Fax (284) 494-5793

CALIFORNIA'S CARIBBEAN CONNECTION

NEW
YACHTS IN 

FLEET!

Sail paradise with Conch Charters
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The Gianola Family has been designing and  
fabricating custom canvas and interiors since 
1969. Gianola Canvas Products offers you the best 
in quality, more choices, and personal service.

265-B Gate 5 Road
Sausalito, CA 94965
(415) 332-3339
www.gianolacanvas.com

Custom Canvas & InteriorsCustom Canvas & Interiors

Visit us 

at our new 

location!
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Cost-Effective Getaway!
Enjoy a Private Charter

on the Yacht EL DON
in the Sea of Cortez near

Loreto Baja, Mexico

Contact Gary Noland (925) 623-8755
gmnoland@comcast.net

www.LoretoVacationPackage.com

•	All-inclusive charters for up to 8 guests
•	65' Hatteras Motor Yacht – Crew of 3
•	Enjoy wonderful meals, secluded
	 beaches, swimming, snorkeling, hiking,
	 kayaks, marine life, eco-tourism

CALL
US TODAY

REGARDING OUR 
SPECIAL HA-HA

PACKAGE

Power & Sail Charters

What’s a summer day’s cruise
in the Pacific Northwest?

How about 17 hours of daylight!!!

Bellhaven
Charters

Bellhaven
Charters

Crewed or Bareboat
ASA Sailing School

Power & Sail Yacht Sales

Crewed or Bareboat
ASA Sailing School

Power & Sail Yacht Sales
• San Juans
• Gulf Islands
• Desolation Sound

• San Juans
• Gulf Islands
• Desolation Sound

www.bellhaven.net
bellhaven@bellhaven.net

BELLINGHAM, WABELLINGHAM, WA 877-310-9471

Power & Sail Charters   

HAWAII

LONG TERM DRY STORAGE

156°1'30" W
19°40'20" N

TOLL FREE 888-458-7896
www.gentryskonamarina.com

The friendliest boatyard in Hawaii

Clear Customs at our dock

Largest Selection of
Charter Yachts in the
Pacific Northwest

Bareboat &
Skippered

Power and Sail
28’-66’

Charter Yacht
Ownership

Yachting &
ASA Sailing Schools www.ayc.com     800.233.3004

Early Bird Specials Now for 2010
Visit our Website

for a preview
of our 31' to 54'

Power & Sail fleet

Check out our Website
for this month's SPECIAL!

#101-1819 Beaufort Ave., Comox, BC, CANADA  V9M 1R9
TOLL FREE 1-877-647-3518        FAX (250) 339-2217



Everyone welcome  ❂  No reservations required  ❂  Come as you are
www.latitude38.com  ❂  (415) 383-8200

Latitude 38’s
Mexico-Only
Crew List
PARTY & 
Baja Ha-Ha 
Reunion

Wednesday, September 9 • 6–9 pm
(no earlybirds please!)

ENCINAL YACHT CLUB
Pacific Marina, Alameda
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Make Frie
nds and

 

Sail to 
Mexico!

FREE for registered Baja Ha-Ha 
2009 Skippers & First Mates only
$5 for under 25 with ID! 
$7 for everyone else

(Exact change very helpful!)

❂ Apertivos 
❂ Guest Experts & Demos
❂ Door Prizes 
❂  No Host Bebidas



CHANGES

	 Renaissance — CT-37
	 Paul and Judy DeMeire
	 Sailing With A Dog In Mexico
	 (Scappoose, Oregon)
	 My wife and I sailed down Baja and to 
mainland Mexico last season with Sam 
the Seadog, our very mellow and highly 

agile 24-lb Puggle. When 
we checked in with the 
port captain in Ensena-
da, we brought Puggle's 
required International 
Health Certificate. But 
even though Sam was 
with us, we were not 
asked for it.
	  We spent a month 
in La Paz and Mazat-
lan, and almost two 
months on Banderas 
Bay. There were some 

inconveniences because of Sam. For 
example, we were usually limited to 
sidewalk seating at restaurants, and 
when my wife shopped at grocery stores 
Sam and I had to wait outside. Sam was 
allowed on all the local buses, but was 
not normally permitted on the first class 
buses that run between the cities. The 
exception was when we were in La Cruz 
and had the local bus drop us off on the 
main highway heading north. A cross-
country bus stopped for us and took us 
to a great open air market in Rincon de 
Guayabitos, which is north of Sayulita.
	 We had planned to stay at Paradise 
Marina, but after visiting and being 
told to leave Sam outside the mall and 
restaurant by the marina, we decided 
to pass on the Paradise Resort complex. 
The marina at La Cruz was more dog-

friendly, so we stayed for about seven 
weeks before having Renaissance hauled 
at Opequimar for the summer.
	 Our biggest hassle was finding a dog-
friendly hotel room in Puerto Vallarta 
while the boat was hauled and before 
we flew home. I checked out a few pet-
friendly hotel websites, but all the list-
ings turned us down — even when they 
claimed to be pet-friendly. We finally did 
find a little hotel in Bucerias — the one 
with an English bookstore — that ac-
cepted us. The cab to the airport from 
there was only $20. It's much easier to 
find hotels in the United States that ac-
cept small dogs like Sam.
	  When we arrived in San Francisco, 
Customs wasn't at all interested in how 
many bottles of tequila I'd brought back,  
but they did take away the Zip-Loc bag 
with Sam's dog food. They said they were 
worried that it might be contaminated. 
We'd brought enough food to feed him 
until we got to Oregon. By the way, Cus-
toms didn't check the health certificate 
we got for Sam from the vet in La Cruz.
	 Judy and I agree that having Sam 
with us was one of the great joys of our 
cruise. When you are with your spouse 
24/7, having a four-legged comedian 
onboard is great entertainment.

— paul 08/10/09

    Daydream — Selestra 50
	 Wayne Wilson and Susan Leader
	 Suwarrow Atoll
	 (Ladysmith, B.C.)
	 We’ve just arrived in Pago Pago, Amer-
ican Samoa, after spending three-and-a-
half wonderful weeks at Suwarrow. Also 
known as Suwarrow National Park, the 
atoll is part of the Cook Islands. If you 
take the northern route from Bora Bora 
to Samoa, Suwarrow is conveniently 

located along the way. Our stay 
at Suwarrow in July was nothing 
short of spectacular. In fact, if the 
season hadn’t rushed us along, 
we'd still be there.
	 In good light, the entrance into 
the lagoon at Suwarrow is sur-
prisingly easy, as it's wide, deep 
and there's a maximum current 
— which is almost always ebbing 
— of three knots. The charts also 
appear to be accurate. The park 
ranger has put a buoy on South 
Reef, but given the severity of 

storms during tropical cyclone season, 
it's unlikely to be in the right place next 
year.
	 Cruisers are required to anchor on 
the west side of Anchorage Island. While 
it's protected from the prevailing trades, 
most of it is 50 feet deep or more, and 
there are lots of coral heads just waiting 
to foul your chain. If you allow a little 
time to untangle your rode before leav-
ing, it's usually not a problem. But it can 
be interesting to see where the boats end 
up after big windshifts.
	 John is the park ranger, and a nicer 
guy couldn't have been found for the 
job. He lives on Suwarrow with his wife 
Veronica and their four wonderful boys, 
all of whom enhanced our visit and who 
gave us unique insight into rustic island 
life. Because John and his family stay 
at Suwarrow for six months at a time 
without reprovisioning, gifts of fresh 
fruit, veggies and meat are understand-
ably appreciated. Nobody should feel 
obligated to bring such food, but those 
who do will likely see their favor returned 

With reports this month from Renaissance on cruising with a dog in Mexico; 
from Daydream on adventures at Suwarrow; from Fleetwood on a visit to a 
fifth continent; from Moonshadow on adventures in Sicily; from Greetings 
on a three-year circumnavigation; and Cruise Notes.
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Paul and Sam 
the Seadog.

The DeMeires found that having a "four-legged 
comedian" onboard made it easier for the 
couple to live together 24/7.
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in fresh fish, as John is a consummate 
fisherman. In fact, he fishes most days, 
and is happy to take you along if you'd 
like to improve your skills.
	 John and Veronica were kind enough 
to welcome us all into their home to visit, 
play games, and learn about Cook Island 
life. They also hosted social gatherings 
for cruisers. During periods of settled 
weather, John arranged day-trips to the 
surrounding islands. Veronica is a bit 
shy, but once you get to know her, you’ll 
never forget her infectious laugh and her 
kindness. She taught Susan some local 
palm frond weaving techniques, espe-
cially how to make palm frond boxes.
	 Because Suwarrow is a national park, 
there is a one-time entrance fee of $50, 
and some rules have to be observed. The 
most important rule is that spear fishing 
is not allowed in the lagoon. John feels 
very strongly about this rule, and for 
good reason. There are many sharks in 

the area, and they are instantly drawn to 
injured fish. Since his kids and visitors 
swim in the lagoon almost every day, the 
last thing he wants is a shark attack. In 
addition, John asks that all fish parts be 
dumped on the pass side of Anchorage 
Island, since the sharks like them as 
well. Most days the kids host a small gut-
dumping ceremony at about 5 p.m. This 
is well worth seeing, as sharks ranging 
from two to seven feet boil the surface 
just a few feet from shore. Usually you’ll 
see black tips, white tips 
and a few bigger and more 
aggressive grey sharks.
	 John tells us that most 
of the island rules were 
suggested by cruisers over 
the years, so some may 
reflect the pet peeves of 
long gone sailors. How-
ever, John enforces them 
in a very rational way, so 
if there is some issue that 
seems to require a little 
rule-bending, it's possible 
to discuss it with him.
	 One of the rules is that 

you must obtain permission to anchor 
anywhere except Anchorage island. This 
anchorage provides good protection in 
tradewind weath-
er, but when there 
was a forecast for a 
blow from the south 
and southwest, the 
crews of Daydream 
and Whisper asked 
for permission to 
move to the Sev-
en Islands area on 
the east side of the 
atoll. John gave us 
permission,  but 
asked us to be as 
careful as possible 
around the coral, 
to try not to disturb 
the nesting birds 
on the islands, and 
to remember not to 
spear any fish.
	 Although anchoring a keelboat among 
dense coral pillars that rise straight up 
from 30 feet down was challenging, our 
stay at Seven Islands was a highlight. 
The water visibility in the area was 
approximately 100 feet, and the coral 
formations are the most fantastic we've 
seen anywhere in the world. Plus, the 
fish are friendly and the sharks timid. 
Needless to say, we enjoyed every minute 
we spent snorkeling.
	 We ended up spending several days 
at this alternate anchorage while the 
wind blew from the south and southwest. 
While there, it was our good fortune to 
witness a near total eclipse of the sun. 
The end of the eclipse coincided with 
sunset, so we had the unique experience 
of watching the sun — which looked like 
a crescent moon on its back — descend 
into the sea. We were even able to snap a 
startling photograph of the two tips of the 

John and Veronica, who along with their four 
sons, manage Suwarrow. The hosts couldn't 
be more friendly or helpful.

"My, my, my, Mr. Sperm Whale on the reef at Su-
warrow, what big teeth you have." Fortunately, 
he was dead and couldn't lunch on anyone.
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The diving among the 
coral at Suwarrow is 
world class.
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sun's 'crescent' setting simultaneously.
	 There’s also an old steel shipwreck 
on the outer reef near the Seven Islands. 
The wreck is sitting in about three inches 

of water at low tide 
approximately 500 
feet from the outer 
edge of the reef. We 
marvel at the force of 
the waves required to 
move it that far. The 
Seven Islands area 
is about three miles 
from Anchorage Is-
land, so it's within 
dinghy range during 
calm conditions, or 
John may arrange 
a trip on his boat if 
several people want 
to go.
	 If you ever get 

to Suwarrow, don’t forget to ask John’s 
kids if they’ll find you a coconut crab. 
Since these crabs are endangered, you 
can't eat them, but John and Veronica’s 
eight year-old twins were happy to find 
us one so we could take some great 
photos. These monstrosities are big and 
colorful, and have pincers that are pow-
erful enough to crush your finger. They 
look like a wild combination of lobster 
and crab outfitted in tie-dye colors. After 
the crab's photo shoot, we released him, 
and he disappeared up a coconut palm 
in record time.
	 Suwarrow has a reputation for hav-
ing lots of aggressive sharks. We saw 
plenty of sharks, but didn't see any that 
were aggressive. The ones in the main 
anchorage are used to humans, so it was 
normal to have two to six of the black tip 
reef sharks cruising lazily by our boat. 
When you went for a swim, they let us 
close in on them a bit before turning 
away. While we never felt threatened, 

we didn't take our eyes off of them. If 
one headed toward us, we would always 
swim directly at it.
	 We know sharks can be dangerous, 
because when John's boys caught a fish 
from the dinghy, one of the 'friendly' little 
sharks took about a five-pound bite out 
of it as a 'shark tax' before it could be 
landed.
	 One day the crews of Whisper and 
Daydream were snorkeling near En-
trance Island, when 10-year old Timothy 
from Whisper noticed an unusual lump 
out near the outer reef. After a long slog 
through knee and thigh-deep water, we 
reached the lump, which turned out 
to be a 51-ft long sperm whale, with a 
beam of only six feet and a draft of 10 
feet. From the condition of the flesh, we 
estimated that it had only been on the 
reef about two days. The find was re-
ported to John, who gave us permission 
to attempt to remove the whale's lower 
jaw for transport back to Rarotonga. So 
the next morning, John’s son Jeremiah, 
Scott from Whisper, and Wayne from 
Daydream headed out early the next 
morning with wood saws, fillet knives, 
and an axe, and returned to the whale. 
A jar of Vick's VapoRub was also brought 
along to combat the stench of the rotting 
whale meat, which had gotten worse in 
just one day.
	 In wasn't an ideal working environ-
ment, as large surf frequently came over 
the reef and threatened to push us under 
the whale or down its throat. But after 
seven hours of hard work, we managed to 
remove a significant part — 250 pounds 
— of the whale's jaw. The water around 
the whale varied in depth from one to 
four feet depending on the tide, but for 
some reason no sharks were attracted 
to the bloody mess. Jeremiah pointed 
out there were shark bites on the whale 
that must have been inflicted while he 
was adrift, leading us to believe that the 
whale had died prior to grounding on the 

reef.
	 Returning the jaw to 
park headquarters at 
Anchorage island proved 
much more dif ficult 
than expected because 
the park’s backup boat, 
an aluminum dinghy 
named Boring that was 
carrying the jaw, was 
suffering from several 
leaks. Between the din-
ghy filling up with blood, 
the incoming seawater, 
the incredible perfume, 
and the near-constant 

bailing, it was a pretty exciting four miles 
of motoring back across the atoll.
	  The jaw is now ashore near the 
park headquarters, and we expect the 
flesh will rot out over the next several 
months. That means it will be possible 
for John to take the bones and teeth to 
Rarotonga at the end of the season. We 
stank so badly after the operation that 
we briefly considered lighting ourselves 
on fire to get rid of the smell, but settled 
for multiple baths.
	 We had originally planned to stay at 
Suwarrow for a week, but one day turned 
into the next with new and interest-
ing things to do every time we turned 
around. Before we knew it, three weeks 
had passed. There are still a number of 
beautiful reefs that we didn’t have time 
to snorkel, and some electrical work on 
park headquarters that we would have 
liked to complete. But eventually we were 
dipping the same onion over and over to 
make coffee, and decided that it really 
was time to go. Having become such good 

Even though you may have sailed the oceans 
for decades, it's highly unlikely that you've seen 
a sunset as unique as this one.
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They had to saw for 
seven smelly hours 
to get the whale's 
lower jaw.
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he's had crew — other than for 10 days 
— since starting his circumnavigation in 
'05. The former Singlehanded TransPac 
participant has now sailed to six of the 
seven continents in the world — he's in 
no hurry to sail to Antarctica — with 
the 29-footer he completed from a kit 
in the early '80s. His Atlantic 
crossing was made much easier 
by the weather guidance of the 
well-known Canadian Herb Hil-
genberg of Southbound.
	 From Jack's blog:
	 "My emotions at being back 
on the European continent, 
where I was born, are so numer-
ous I don't know where to begin. 
France has always been one of 
my favorite countries, and was 
one of my sales territories in the 
late '60s when I sold wood for 
Weyerhauser out of the Brus-
sels office. The architecture, the 
smells, the language, the ba-

guettes — Bretagne has special charms, 
particularly when one is privileged to 
share its close interaction with the At-
lantic. I've always had a soft spot for the 
French because some of 
the best cruising friends 
I've made are French.
	 Loctudy doesn't often 
see American sailors, 
particularly not ones in 
bright red West Marine 
klapfiets riding back to 
the boat with fresh ba-
guettes clamped under 
their arms. Breakfast 
today was with fresh 
brown eggs with deep 
red-orange yokes, and 
hard butter instead of 
the runny margarine 
I've been getting used 
to in the my refrigeration-less galley. 
For dinner, I found a great chunk of 
leg of lamb that was on special. My two 
deckhands loved it.
	 Yesterday I was totally surprised and 
delighted to receive mail from Sylvestre 
Langevin, the father of the Naja. Years 
ago I tried in vain to correspond with 
him, so I concluded that he'd left this 
world. But he hadn't, and now wanted 
to know how well his design had stood 
the test of my 35,000-mile — to date 
— voyage. He jests that he hopes that 
not too many others will follow my bad 
example in using a mouille-cul — or "wet 
ass" boat — for ocean voyages, because 
it would put most naval architects in the 
poor house. By mouille-cul, he means a 
small boat with low freeboard.
	 It's wonderful how you meet up with 
old cruising friends from different parts 
of the world. Yesterday Klaus Kroemer 
stopped by. I first met him and his wife  
in the Marquesas in June of '05, and fre-

friends with John and Veronica and the 
kids, and knowing it's unlikely that we'll 
ever see them again, it was hard to leave. 
We now think that Suwarrow is the most 
interesting place that we have been to in 
the South Pacific, and recommend it to 
everyone.

— wayne and susan 08/05/09

	 Fleetwood — Naja 29
	 Jack Van Ommen
	 Crossing The Atlantic
	 (Gig Harbor, Washington)
	 Jack reports that he made it from 
Beaufort, North Carolina, to Loctudy, 
France, in a total of 38 sailing days. 
He took 8 days for the 600 miles to 
Bermuda, 18 days for the 1,800-mile 
passage to the Azores, and 12 days from 
the Azores to France. He described the 
second leg as "a very nice sail." His last 
leg across the Atlantic is the first time 
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Suwarrow is all about nature — even the less attractive aspects of it. Spread; A 51-ft sperm whale, 
showing shark bites, on the reef. Top left; A big coconut crab. Top right; Mr. Shark. There were lots of 
them at Suwarrow, but none aggressive. Above right; What was left of a tuna after the sharks hit.

The French port of Loctudy, Jack's landfall on 
the European continent, was crowded with the 
colorful fishing fleet.

Jack, after more 
t h a n  2 5 , 0 0 0 
ocean miles on a 
29-footer.
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quently crossed paths until I headed far-
ther across the South Pacific. Klaus and 
Florence, who had spent two summers 

in the South Pacific, 
sailed the other di-
rection, to Honolulu, 
where they sold their 
boat. To show how 
international cruis-
ing is, Klaus is from 
Bremen, Germany, 
and Florence is from 
French Guyana. The 
two met when he was 
working on Ariadne 
satellite launches.
	 Klaus is go-
ing to help me with 
my navigation skills 
here on the French 

coast, where the tides can run in the 
narrows and around the capes at twice 
the speed my engine can drive my boat. 
The weather has been cold and rainy, so 
we may need to wait for a better weather 
window to head for Amsterdam.

— jack 08/10/09

	 Moonshadow — Deerfoot 62
	 George Backhus and Merima
	 Message From The Med
	 (Sausalito / Auckland)
	 We arrived at the Grand Harbor of 
Siracusa, Sicily, late in the afternoon 
with the setting sun casting a lovely glow 
on the handsome buildings of the Old 
Town. Since the Grand Harbour quay 
was undergoing renovations, we had to 
anchor in the large but well-protected 
bay. While celebrating our arrival in 
Sicily with sundowners, we could see 
the smoking cone of Mt. Etna directly to 
our north.
	 The next morning we splashed the 
dinghy and made our way into town. 

A small corner of the marina had been 
allocated for dinghy landing, making 
visits to the city convenient for those 
of us anchored out. The marina was a 
bit ramshackle, and lacking any sort 
of breakwater or wave attenuator, it 
afforded no more protection than the 
anchorage. We were told that it would 
cost nearly $200, plus power and water, 
to berth there for just one night! And it 
wasn't even high season. Someone was 
definitely capitalizing on the closure of 
the 500-meter long Grand Harbour quay, 
which normally offers free berthing to 
visiting yachts.
	 Siracusa was once considered the 
most beautiful city of the ancient world, 
and we thought it lived up to that reputa-
tion. Along its narrow marble streets are 
an impressive array of buildings, many 
of which have been beautifully restored, 
and which showcase the varying archi-
tectural styles of its long history. Staking 
out a table at a cafe on the Piazza, we 
enjoyed an Italian coffee and some excel-
lent people-watching. It was a Saturday, 
and at least four groups of newlyweds 
and their wedding parties came down to 
the Piazza to have wedding photos taken 
in front of the town’s spectacular Duomo. 
It was quite the fashion show!
	 The next day we found the local 
market, which is located on a street at 
the edge of the Old Town. There on a  
street lined with crumbling buildings,  
were stalls with vendors hawking fruits 
and vegetables, cheeses and sausages, 
meats and fish, herbs and spices, and 
clothing and homewares. It was loud and 
crowded, and all the different aromas 
combined into an olfactory assault. The 
market probably hasn't changed much 
in hundreds of years. We picked up 
some provisions, including some fresh 
tuna and swordfish caught in the nearby 
Strait of Messina.
	 We returned to town for dinner at Il 

Cenacolo, a lovely garden 
restaurant that filled with 
locals shortly after we ar-
rived. We enjoyed an in-
credible meal of fish soup 
and beef couscous, two of 
the local specialties. The 
prices were very reason-
able, and the portions so 
huge we couldn’t finish 
them. 
	 The fuel dock at Sir-
acusa was all but inac-
cessible to a boat Moon-
shadow's length, so we 
continued north to Au-
gusta to take on diesel. It 

was Sunday, so nobody was at the fuel 
dock. One of the local men rang up the 
proprietor of the fuel service, who came 
down to turn the pump on. She caters to 
the local fishing fleet, so didn't have the 
ability to process a credit card purchase. 
But she was kind enough to drive me up 
to an ATM machine — the only one in 
town — so I could pull out some cash. 
She even made us an espresso while we 
were pumping diesel.
	 While we were swimming and bathing 
off the swim step, I managed to whack 
my melon on the emergency rudder 
gudgeon, opening up an inch-and-a-half 
cut just below my hairline. Dr. Merima 
applied butterfly bandages, after which 
I self-prescribed two martinis to ease the 
pain. Another boat bite and battle scar.
	 The wind was light the next morning, 
so we motored up the east coast of Sic-
ily towards the enclave of Taormina. It 
was an uncharacteristically clear day, 
so along the way we were able to see the 
whole of Mt. Etna. As we approached 

Taormina, blessed by mountains and the sea, 
has been a favorite of tourists, from the Greeks 
in 5th century B.C., to software billionaires.
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Jack built 'Fleetwood' 
from this Naja kit.
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Taormina, we saw an unusually large 
mega-yacht at anchor. It looked a bit 
familiar, and as I drew closer, I recog-
nized her as Tatoosh, owned by Paul 
Allen, the 'other' co-founder of Microsoft. 
Tatoosh is about 200 feet long, and has 
the full complement of toys — including 
a 40-ft powerboat and a 40-ft sailboat 
strapped to her side, and a helicopter 
aft. We anchored between Tatoosh and 
several other megayachts at the foot of 
the cliff below Taormina, so there went 
the neighborhood.

— george 08/20/09

	 Readers — George is uncharacter-
istically off on the length of Tatoosh, 
which is actually 420-ft. She might be 
more than 100 feet shorter than Roman 
Abramovitch's new Eclipse, but she's still 
a big one.
	

	 Greetings — Beneteau 473
	 Greg and Teri Weeger
	 Sierra, 13, Behlmer
	 (Huntington Beach)
	 When it came to choosing what boat 
to buy for a three-year circumnaviga-
tion, Greg and Teri Weeger of Huntington 
Beach didn't spend much time looking 
or second-guessing their choice. That's 
because they have a 
world of sailing experi-
ence and are confident 
on the water.
       The 53-year-old 
Greg has long been a 
crew and helmsman 
on A-list offshore rac-
ing boats from Farr 
40s to TransPac 52s 
to Doug Baker's 80-ft 
Magnitude. Indeed, 
just weeks after com-
pleting the circum-
navigation, Greg was 
part of the Magnitude 
crew that finished the 
TransPac in record 

time for an American-owned boat.
	 Teri had raced in Southern Califor-
nia for many years aboard Melges 24s,  
J/105s and other boats, and a few years 
ago did the TransPac aboard the Olson 
40 Uproarious. It's not surprising that 
she met Greg at a racing event, nor that 
they were eventually married aboard 
Teri's Grand Banks 32 at Catalina's 
Cherry Cove. Since returning home, Teri 
has become "the girl behind the scenes" 
at Dickson Racing, which is managing 
John MacLaurin's new 69-ft Pendragon 
VI.
      So what kind of boat did these ex-
perienced sailors pick for their circum-
navigation? A '02 South Carolina-built 
Beneteau 473 designed by Group Finot 
of France. If you're thinking, "Isn't the 
'Bennie 473' one of the most common 
charter boats in the world?", you would 
be right. In which case, Greg and Teri 
either made a questionable choice, or 
today's off-the-shelf charter boats are 
pretty damn good for ocean cruising.
    According to Greg and Teri, it's the 
latter. "She's been an excellent boat, and 
we had no major problems with the hull, 
rig or anything else," says Greg. Not that 
it surprised them. Back in '04, the couple 
did the 600-mile Sydney-to-Hobart Race, 
perhaps the world's consistently nasty 
middle distance race aboard a mini maxi 
Helsal II. The '04 race turned out to be 
so rough that the 100-ft maxi Skandia 
had to be abandoned, all the ribs were 
broken on the 90-ft Nicorette when she 
crossed the finish line first, and the mini 
maxi the Weegers were on broke and 
had to drop out. But, the Weegers took 
note, all five of the Bennie 473s in the 
race not only finished, but did well in 
the standings.
    So when the couple came across a used 
'Greetings' off an Indonesian island. Of all the 
countries they visited, Indonesia was Teri's 
favorite because the people were so nice.
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Teri and Greg aboard their Beneteau 473 'Greet-
ings', which despite their circumnavigation, 
looked as stock as her sisterships at Catalina.
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owner's version rather than a charter 
version of the 473, they didn't hesitate. 
"When you know what you want," says 
Teri, "you just get it." The original owner 
of Greetings had installed a Fisher-Panda 
generator and a Spectra watermaker pri-
or to a cruise to Tahiti, but she was oth-

erwise pretty much 
stock. After buying 
her, the Weegers did 
little more than re-
place the extra water 
tankage with extra 
fuel capacity — some-
thing they would be 
glad they did.
	 When we were 
told that a boat, name 
and type unknown, 
had just completed a 
three-year trip around 
the world and was 
now moored along the 
fairway at Catalina's 

Isthmus Cove, we figured we'd have no 
trouble picking her out. But when we 
looked at the 10 or so possibilities, we 
didn't see one that even remotely fit the 
bill. None had a windvane, solar panels, 
jerry jugs or other accessories found on 
almost all cruising boats. Indeed, despite 
a three-year, two-month circumnaviga-
tion, Greetings looked just like the four 
or five sisterships that had sailed over 
from the mainland for the weekend.
	 The Weegers didn't outfit Greetings 
like a typical cruising boat for two rea-
sons. First, Greg doesn't care for the 
"jerry jugs on the rail look." Second, 
the couple didn't think of themselves 
as cruisers, but rather as sailors with 
a specific goal. "We were on a mission 
to sail around the world before my now 
13-year-old daughter Sierra was of age 
to start high school," says Teri. "We envy 

the cruisers, and wished we could have 
been out there for a couple of more years, 
but that's not possible at this point in 
our lives."
	 According to Greg, among acces-
sories that were key to the success of 
their circumnavigation were the 75-hp 
Yanmar turbo — which is an option to 
the standard Westerbeke diesel — that 
"performed flawlessly"; the Fisher-Panda 
generator that worked reasonably well, 
the Raymarine autopilot that was so reli-
able that they never had to pull out the 
spare, and the standard refrig/freezer 
that still works fine today. Indeed, it 
seemed as though the biggest work the 
couple did on the boat was to replace the 
cushions in Panama just before coming 
home. Even so, both the interior and ex-
terior of the boat are in fine condition.
	 The couple started their adventure in 
March of '06 with a 21-day nonstop shot 
to the Marquesas. "It would be the best 
sailing of our entire trip," says Greg. They 
were met in French Polynesia by Sierra, 
who would periodically join them for a 
total of about one third of the trip. The 
vivacious Sierra claims that by the time 
the trip was over, she'd become some-
thing of an authority on the airlines of 
the world. She rates Qantas at the top 
of the heap.
	 After arriving in the Marquesas, the 
Weegers had a pretty standard hip hop 
across the South Pacific to New Zealand. 
When Greetings arrived, Greg jumped 
headlong into the extremely active 
Auckland racing scene. "He hooked up 
with the Dickson family, both Roy, who 
is Chris's dad, and Chris, former BMW 
Oracle helmsman, who thanks to smart 
property investments is now one of the 
wealthiest people in Auckland," says 
Teri. "Greg raced almost every single 
day, including in the New Zealand Match 
Racing Championships, which are a big 
thing."

		 A f t e r  f i v e 
months in New Zea-
land, which would be 
their longest stop any-
where, Greg and Teri 
continued on up to New 
Caledonia, through 
the Torres Straits to 
Darwin, then up to 
Timor and Indonesia. 
It will no doubt sur-
prise some readers, 
but like many other 
circumnavigators, the 
Weegers found Indo-
nesia, which has the 
largest Muslim popula-

tion of any country in the world, to have 
the most friendly people. "The people of 
Indonesia have nothing, but they are so 
generous and helpful," marveled Teri. 
Then she, Sierra and Greg enjoyed a 
laugh-filled memory, recalling the time 
a bunch of smiling middle-aged Muslim 
women lifted the bottoms of their burkas 
in order to wade out into the surf to help 
them with a more difficult than normal 
dinghy landing.
    Because a fair-skinned girl like Sierra 
is so rare in Indonesia, she was quite the 
curiosity. "Everybody wanted to touch 
my skin and hair," Sierra says with a 
laugh. The three spent most of their 
time on the less-visited south coast of 
the Indonesian Islands, because this was 
the place where Greg, a dedicated surfer, 
would be likely to find the most waves. 
As it turned out, he'd come across bet-
ter surf in French Polynesia, including 
a 'secret spot' with perfect waves and 
nobody around.
	 The odd island out in overwhelmingly 
Muslim Indonesia is, of course, Bali, 

Forget seeing orangutans behind bars, having 
the opportunity to visit with them in the wild 
was a real "pinch me" moment.

Sierra's fair skin 
made her a favorite 
in Indonesia.
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can be if you're thrifty. But there are 
also cruisers who figure that if they only 
have three years, they are going to see 
it all and do it all rather than be frugal. 
The Weegers are among the latter group, 
and figured they spent about $80,000 
a year. Things that jacked up their ex-
penses were airline tickets, and while 
in places like Thailand, using the boat 
as a base from which to tour Malaysia 
and other nearby coun-
tries. "We loved Thailand 
and Malaysia — the latter 
another Muslim country 
— but found them to be 
much more sophisticated 
than we expected," says 
Greg. Boat insurance made 
another considerable dent. 
"That cost about $9,000 a 
year," says Teri.
	 Fawn, Teri's 28-year-
old daughter, was working 
at a Club Med in Thailand 
when they arrived, so it was 

only natural that they spent quite a few 
months at this stopping point. "While 
in Phuket," Sierra says, "we enjoyed 
the most delicious 
Chinese food ever. 
And, in fact, two of 
the three best Ital-
ian meals we had 
were in Thailand 
rather than Italy.  
Not every country 
is the best at doing 
their own cuisine!"
	 Teri has what 
seems to us to be a 
curious take on the 
dangers posed by 
pirates on the ap-
proach to the Red 
Sea. "We were in a convoy with three 
other boats that kept within half a mile of 
each other," she remembers. "We passed 
through the worst area on April 4, 2007, 
and were just 10 miles away when that 
129-ft French luxury yacht was seized by 
pirates. Once we got further along, the 
delivery skipper of another boat told us 
that he'd been chased, and the next week 
five more boats had pirate incidents. But 
I'd go through again without worrying, 
because I don't think pirates care about 
boats as small as ours. In fact, I think 
we'd have a greater chance of being crime 
victims here in the United States."
	 Greg laughed and said, "During the 
trip we had two surfboards and a kayak 
out on deck at all times, and were not 
religious about locking our boat. None-
theless, we never had anything stolen 
— until we got back to Long Beach and 
discovered somebody had taken the 
nozzle to our hose!"
	 Indeed, the Weegers were quick to 
blow off many of the fears some cruisers 
— or at least their friends and relatives 
— have about cruising. "We heard stories 
of boats being assessed big fines and 

because it's mostly Hindu. "While the 
Indonesians on all the other islands are 
very nice and friendly," remembers Teri, 
"they are sort of beige compared to the 
colorful people and culture of Bali."
	 Greetings then crossed the Flores Sea 
to Borneo, so Greg, Teri and Sierra could 
travel up the Mahakam River to visit 
with the orangutans. "Seeing them after 
a hike into the thick jungle was truly a 
'pinch yourself' moment," says Teri.
	  "After the South Pacific and Indone-
sia, Singapore, our next stop, was a big 
change," says Greg. "Everything worked 
and it was so multicultural." It was also 
much more expensive. "Whereas a slip 
in Malaysia might cost $12/night," says 
Greg, "slips at Raffles Marina in Singa-
pore — where facilities are great and your 
every need is catered to — were $80 a 
night.
	 Latitude often reports how inexpen-
sive it can be to cruise — and it surely 

The worst weather to hit the Weegers wasn't at 
sea, but while tied up at Queen's Way Marina in 
Gibraltar. They abandoned their boat!

There's a great big world out there, and you get see a lot of it on a circumnavigation. From above 
right: Who needs the pyramids with this tower in Cairo? Kids are curious everywhere. Singapore. A 
hungry monkey in Southeast Asia. FedEx in the Sudan. Muslim women have yet to be liberated.
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CHANGES

having to deal with crooked officials in 
places like Indonesia," says Teri, "but 
we never experienced any of it. In fact, 
the officials couldn't have been nicer. It 
wasn't long before we stopped listening to 

the reports and 
rumors being 
passed along by 
cruisers, and ig-
nored the cruis-
ing guides, too. 
There just isn't 
the drama out 
there that lots of 
people would like 
you to believe. 
We found that if 
you travel with 
good humor and 
humility, use 
common sense 
and are   nice, 
you won't have 
a problem."
	 Prior to tak-
ing off, the cou-

ple had decided that when they got to 
Muslim countries, they'd tell everyone 
they were Canadians, thinking it would 
make them less likely targets. "We soon 
discovered that people love Americans 
— even Muslims in places like the Su-
dan, Oman and Egypt." Not everyone 
may like American foreign policy, but 
most everyone loves Americans because 
we're friendlier than most and tip bet-
ter.
	 That's not to say there weren't a 
couple of incidents that initially left them 
wondering. For example, while stopped 
on their way up the Red Sea, some fisher-
men — "big guys" — boarded their boat 
without asking permission. "They were 
nice enough," remembers Teri, "and 
pantomimed that they wanted two of 

the lobster that we had. Not sure what 
to do, we gave them the lobster. A couple 
of days later they returned, and we fig-
ured they might want something more. 
But no, they returned with two lobster 
to pay us back. We think they were just 
hungry the first time they visited us."
	 Teri says that they "had enough bad 
weather during the trip to tell some good 
stories, but not enough to ever be fright-
ened." For example, they were hit with a 
tramanta near the end of their passage 
from Sardinia to Barcelona, when the 
wind quickly kicked up from 14 knots 
to 50-knot gusts. Curiously, the only 
time they felt the need to abandon their 
boat because of weather was when they 
were tied up to the dock! It happened at 
Queen's Quay Marina in Gibraltar in Oc-
tober of '08. Wind gusts of up to 80 knots 
were reported at the nearby airport, 
which had to shut down operations. Over 
at the marina, docklines were snapping. 
It got so bad that Greg removed halyards 
to use as back up docklines. "We packed 
up all our passports and important docu-
ments and got off the boat because it was 
so dangerous," Teri remembers.
	 The Med turned out to be something 
of a disappointment to the Weegers. They 
picked up Sierra in Greece in early June 
along with Brooke, her 27-year old sister. 
They then covered some 1,500 miles of 
culture-studded waters in just three 
months. It was such a dash that while 
they did stop at wild Ibiza, they didn't 
even have time to get off the boat.
	 "The marinas were very crowded and 
incredibly expensive in the Med," says 
Greg. "I think it would be better to do 
the Med by land, particularly since the 
wind either doesn't blow at all or it's too 
windy to sail," says Teri."
	 Three years has long been considered 
the normal amount of time needed to do 
a circumnavigation. The Weegers feel it 
should be more like six years. Part of 

the reason is that large chunks of 
time have to be set aside to wait 
out seasons of bad weather. "We 
had to spend five months in New 
Zealand, four months in Thailand, 
and two months in the Canaries," 
says Greg. That was 11 months out 
of 38 merely waiting for the seasons 
to change.
	 A long time racer, Greg says 
he's spent a lot of time working on 
performance polars. "For this trip," 
he laughs, "I made a set of cruising 
polars. If we weren't making 5.5 
knots toward our destination, we 
turned on the engine. We had to 
because we were on a schedule. As 

a result, we actually spent more time 
with the engine on than we did under 
sail only."
	 The Weegers' second best passage of 
the circumnavigation was the 19-day 
downwind crossing from the Canaries 
to Grenada. Small wonder there, as 
west across the Atlantic in the tropics 
is almost always good.
	 Greg didn't go overboard equipping 
the boat with spares, but did carry a 
spare autopilot, spare alternator, and 
spare engine impellers, filters, hoses and 
the like. "It's easy to get stuff shipped 
to you quickly," he says. "For instance, 
we lost the radar between Aruba and 
Panama's San Blas Islands. It only took 
us three days to get a replacement. 
Ironically, it seems like Mexico is the 
only place where it's hard to get stuff 
shipped."
	 There are only two things the couple 
would change if they could do the trip 
over. "I'd have davits for the dinghy," says 
Greg. "And we'd take three more years," 
says Teri.
	 What did they miss most about Cali-

Having learned so much about the world, such 
as snake charming in Singapore, Sierra is now 
ready for high school in Southern California.

Where in the world? With 
boats crammed like this, it 
can only be Greece.
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fornia? "California surfing," says Greg. 
"There's nowhere else like Huntington 
Beach, because there's always some-
thing to ride." He's also missing work. "If 
anyone needs someone in a supervisory 
position on a school or other public proj-
ect, I'm their guy."

— latitude 08/05/09

	 Cruise Notes:
	  "Does your dog do foredeck? We met 
one that does," write Eveleyn and Terry 
Drew of Santa Cruz and the St. Lucia-
based Kirie Feeling 446 Aquarelle. "I was 
sitting in our dinghy near the starting 
line of the second race of the Bequia 
Easter Regatta earlier this year," reports 
Evelyn, "when I saw the 45-ft, 16-ton 
Hogfish Maximus headed right at me. 
When they got alarmingly close, I found 
myself looking up at their dog, Bequia, 
who was peering over the foredeck down 
at me. "Don't worry," shouted skipper 
Christopher Morejohne, "I haven’t hit a 

boat yet!” Chris, his wife Rachel, daugh-
ter Lilly, and their dog Bequia race the 
boat themselves. Chris built the boat in 
the Bahamas, and she's rather unusual 
thanks to having a flat bottom with inter-
nal lead ballast and water storage, and a 
daggerboard that allows her to draw as 
little as two feet. I was briefly told that 
Bequia never falls overboard, but wasn't 
able to learn much more, as a furious 
Chris took off looking for his cherished 
hand-built dinghy. It, along with their 
outboard, had been stolen from the dock 
of the Frangipani Hotel during 
the after-race party the night 
before."
	 The Bequia Easter Regat-
ta is one of the bigger sailing 
events in the Caribbean, and 
attracted a total of 50 boats 
this year, including everything 
from the local double-enders 
and J/24s to an 80-footer. 
Among the participants was 
Don Radcliffe of the Santa 
Cruz-based Beneteau First 
456 Klondike, who seems 
as though he has been out 
cruising forever with his wife 

Katie. Radcliffe won the Singlehanded 
Race handily, as the only other entry 
dropped out. If it seems incredibly late to 
be reporting on an Easter Regatta, you're 
correct, and we apologize for having not 
gotten to it earlier.
	 "I just finished a 10-day trip around 
the north end of Van-
couver Island aboard 
Evening Star, a C&C 
43  owned  by  my 
friends Dave and Mary 
Utley of Bainbridge 
Island, Washington," 
reports Mike Currie of 
the "highly modified" 
Poulsbo, Washing-
ton-based Newport 30 
Voyager. "I had never 
been around this part 
of the island before, 
and really enjoyed the 
trip. We saw lots of fog and wildlife, and 
while we did have some rain, we had a 
surprisingly limited amount of wind. The 
accompanying photo of a whale coming 
out of the water was one of those special 
and lucky moments. I took it while we 
were motoring around the north side of 
the Brooks Peninsula. I thought I saw 
a log in the water and veered to port to 
miss it. But when we got to within about 
80 feet of the 'log', it disappeared — to 
be replaced by a very large humpback 
whale coming out of the water and head-
ing directly toward our bow! The whale 
jumped three more times behind us, 
then waved goodbye with a flipper. The 
weather may not be always conducive 
to shirt-sleeve sailing up here, but the 
wildlife is something else."
	 And it's no croc! "After an eight-
hour trip north of Townsville on the 
Queensland Coast of northeast Austra-
lia, we dropped the hook at Little Pioneer 
Bay, Orpheus Island," report Chay, Katie 
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As this warning sign suggests, man-eating 
crocs are a threat from just north of Brisbane 
all the way to the tip of Cape York.  
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It was more 'whal-
ey' than windy off 
Vancouver Island.

Sailing action at the Bequia Easter Regatta, 
featuring local boats top and upper left, and 
Bequia, the foredeck dog on 'Hogfish'.
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and son Jamie McWilliam of the San 
Diego-based Kelly-Peterson 46 Esprit, 
vets of the '03 Ha-Ha. "Despite a pretty 
strong current and a little bit of sea, we 
managed to clean a good portion of the 
bottom of the boat. Unfortunately, Chay 
got seasick in the process. It may sound 
funny, but it's not uncommon for cruis-
ers to get sick while underwater cleaning 
the bottom of their boat when it's rough. 
The job had to be done, however, as 
Esprit's bottom had developed a mini for-
est that was slowing her way down. Since 
we were headed further north along the 
Queensland coast, and would soon be 
in crocodile country, the job couldn't 
wait. Two days later, we were heading 
for Hinchinbrook Channel, which we had 
to reach at high tide if we were going to 
not hit bottom. We anchored behind little 
Haycock Island, which is about a third of 
the way up the channel. It's sort of like 
being on a jungle river ride at Disneyland 
or Tenacatita Bay — except instead of 
being in the dinghy, we were on our 46-
ft sailboat. We hear the tropical birds 
talking here, just like in the old Tarzan 
movies. But we have to be extra careful 

around here, as it's known to be home to 
large 'salties' — the big saltwater croco-
diles that enjoy dining on humans. We 
raise our dinghy out of the water every 
night, not because we're worried about it 

being stolen, but because the locals tell 
us that crocs sometimes use inflatables 
at teething rings!"
	 It's often been said that sailors are 
safer in mid-ocean than near shore. That 
was certainly the case one night in Au-
gust, when an out-of-control speedboat 
slammed into two Pacific Puddle Jump 
boats that were moored at the Bora Bora 
YC — normally, one of the most tranquil 
places imaginable. The first boat hit was 
the Cape Mendocino-based Nor 'Sea 31 
Eva, sailed by skipper Michael Traum 
and his dad, Gerald.
	 "We were below, sitting at the settee," 
recalls Michael. "I heard the launch com-
ing fast through the anchorage. I could 
tell he was going to come close to us, 
and I thought, 'Another crazy pangero 
planing through a crowded anchorage 
at night.'" (The Traums had been in the 
La Cruz, Mexico, anchorage in February 
of '07 when a pangero slammed into an 
anchored sailboat and was killed.) "Then 
wham! The impact was intense, as it 
heeled us over and spun us around a 
bit. Some items that had stayed in place 
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Mike and Gerald Traum of 'Eva' were aboard 
their boat near the Bora Bora YC one night when 
a speedboat slammed into her.
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(619) 304-6921
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for all our ocean passages were knocked 
off the shelves."
	 The sturdy cruiser was holed near 
the rub rail, but is certainly repairable. 
By the time Mike and his dad scrambled 
up on deck, the driver had restarted his 
powerful outboard and tore off into the 
blackness. Seconds later, however, the 
lightweight speedboat T-boned the Se-
attle-based Baba 40 Yohelah, notching 
its bow over the heavily laid-up cruiser's 
caprail. The driver, who is suspected to 
have been drunk, was launched into the 
small boat's windshield, badly lacerating 
his arm.
	 At this writing, the process of re-
pairing both boats has begun, and the 
French gendarmes are completing their 
investigation. Rob and Teresa have been 
impressed by the professionalism of 
the local authorities and want to stress 
that, "The Bora Bora Yacht Club is not 
a dangerous place to moor. This was 
hopefully a very isolated incident by a 
single person using exceptionally bad 
judgment."
	 "For cruisers who might be looking 

for an alternative to the 
usual inflatable or RIB 
dinghy, we suggest they 
consider a Walker Bay 
rigid dinghy," suggest 
Ken and Katie Stuber 
of the Honolulu-based 
Bristol 32 Sand Dollar, 
which is currently at 
Majuro in the Marshall 
Islands. "We bought our 
8-ft model second-hand 
for a couple of hundred 
dollars several years 
ago, and we think it's 
been one of our best cruising purchases. 
Since we use ours as a work boat, we 
bought the gaff rig sail kit for it, then 
tricked it out with a boom and vang. 
The boat’s light weight — only about 50 
pounds — makes it easy to get on deck 
or up a beach. The hull is just about 
indestructible, and is impervious to just 
about anything — including UV rays. 
Our Walker Bay rows, sails and tows very 

well. We don’t have an outboard motor, 
but we’ve seen them motor very well with 
a small outboard. If you feel that you 
need extra stability, you can add one 
of their tube options. Ours stores very 
nicely on our foredeck."
	 If we're not mistaken, this is the same 
Ken Stuber who did the first Ha-Ha in '94 
aboard the Olympic Valley-based Bristol 

It takes a certain skill to hit two anchored cruis-
ing boats in one night, but the operator of this 
ski boat had it. He may lose an arm for it.
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Large, fenced, secure dry storage area

Professional boatyard in the heart of Paradise

B.P. 1111 Uturoa Raiatea 98 735 Polynésie Française
Tel: (689) 600-545 ~ Fax: (689) 600-546 ~ VHF 68 
Web site: http://www.raiatea.com/carenage ~ email: raiateacarenage@mail.pf

Raiatea Carenage will make sure 
paradise is everything you expected. 
Call, write, or sail in . . . we're here to serve you.

Tahiti Customs policy has changed!
Foreign Flag vessels can stay on dry storage in 

our yard for up to 12 months out of 24.

HAULOUT 
• Marine Travelift 25 tons	
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• Storage in adjustable steel cradles 
• Fenced Yard

PAINTING 
• Topsides, hull, bottom, varnish	
• Brush, roller, spray

MECHANICAL WORK 
• Inboard, outboard, diesel, gas	
• All brands

REPAIRS 
• Electrical repairs	
• Refrigeration installation & repair	
• Fiberglass & woodwork	
• Welding, steel, stainless, aluminum

SAIL LOFT 
• Sail repairs, biminis, dodgers, covers

STORE 
• International, Pettit, Epiglass, Devoe	
• Spares	
• Fill U.S. gas cylinders

DO-IT-YOURSELFERS WELCOME!

BoatUS Cooperating Marina

Your Boatyard in the Heart of Paradise

A Subsidiary of
The Moorings Yacht Charter, Ltd.

Our Services|
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35.5 True Blue. 
	 How have cruising boats in the South 
Pacific changed in the last nine years? 
According to Steve and Dorothy Darden, 
former Tiburon residents who have been 
cruising the higher latitudes of the Pa-
cific for the last 12 years aboard their 
M&M 52 catamaran Adagio, "cruising 
boats are an average of 10 to 15 feet 
longer, many more of them are catama-
rans, and the longer monohulls have 
bow thrusters." Last month the couple 
sailed 3,623 miles in 23 days from Ha-
waii to New Caledonia, having a short 
time before sailed from San Francisco to 
Hawaii. "The first question officials asked 
us when we tied up at the visitors pon-
toon in Port de Moselle Marina, Noumea, 
was if we had swine flu. There are 600 
confirmed cases in New Caledonia. Quar-
antine took most of our meat, fruits and 
vegetables — except for carrots — but left 
enough for two nights' dinner because 
we had arrived on a holiday weekend. 
We'd gotten hit by a nasty squall as we 
short tacked up Canal Woodin to the 
marina, but have had beautiful weather 
since. Our French language skills are 
most useful, as most of the tradesmen 

vals and special events while we make 
boat repairs. We will motorsail south to 
the Isle of Pines while we wait for a new 
main sail to be shipped to us from New 
Zealand."
	 "We left Florida 18 months ago, took 
the 'Thorny Path' through the islands to 
the Eastern Caribbean, and then spent 
hurricane season in Trinidad," report the 
Hagen family of the Rico, Colorado Prout 
37 Snowgoose catamaran Toucan. The 
Hagen family includes parents Mike and 
Mary, and children Noah, 11, Lydia, 8, 
and Ava, 5. "We then traveled up the Ma-
careo River in Venezuela, which turned 
out to be a really beautiful trip. Further 
travels took us to Cartagena, Colombia, 
and Panama's San Blas Islands. We later 
sailed back to Cartagena to put Toucan 
on the hard while we returned to the 
Colorado mountains to work. It was a 
great trip, and we met lots of other 'kid 
boats'. We'll be headed back to Toucan in 
the spring — and might even enroll the 
kids in school in Cartagena."
	 "We're retired and currently spend-
ing hurricane season in the Dominican 
Republic aboard our boat," write Randy 

only speak a little English. The staff in 
the harbormaster's office bends over 
backwards to be helpful, and there are 
yacht services companies available to 
assist. We are enjoying numerous festi-
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Noumea, New Caledonia, looks like a great place 
to have a boat. In order to get along well, it's also 
a great place to know how to speak French.
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marina real
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Guaymas and San Carlos, 265 miles south of 
Nogales, Arizona.

•	 350 slip marina  •  20 & 30 amps electrical service
•	 24-hour security patrol
•	 Fuel dock with gasoline/diesel
•	 Restrooms & showers
•	 Web email  •  Fax/copy service
•	 Port entry clearance
•	 Book exchange  •  Video loan library
•	 Ice & bottled water
•	 Wet storage for summer months (low prices)

Haulouts, Dry Storage & Service Yard

Phone/fax 011-52-622-2270011
Call on VHF #16 when in area

email: marinareal@prodigy.net.mx

Visit our website:
www.marinareal.bravehost.com

Now Offering:

A CRUISER'S PARADISE IN THE HEART OF MEXICO'S
LUSH TROPICAL COASTLINE AND BEAUTIFUL ISLANDS

www.elcid.com
011-52 (669) 916-3468 
gcevallos@elcid.com.mx

Welcome to Mazatlan…
Marina El Cid Syle!

YOUR SUMMER HOME IN MEXICO

Complete, Modern Amenities, Including
Marina-Wide High Speed Wireless Internet Connections!

SUMMER SPECIAL – $.30/ft Per Day!!



 IN LATITUDES

and Ellen Hasness of the Washington, 
D.C.-based Island Packet 370 Kwane-
sum. "We're corresponding members of 
the Oakland YC, and about six years 
ago were transferred to D.C. So we 
sold our Bay Area-based Wauquiez 33 
Moonglade, and bought a brand new 
Island Packet on the East Coast. We're 
headed back to the Bay Area the slow 
way."
	 A Swiss couple's 35-day ordeal finally 
came to an end last month, as Avatar, 
their 37-ft sloop, was successfully towed 
the final 17 miles to Pago Pago by a U.S. 
Fish & Game boat. A day after setting 
sail from Bora Bora, Avatar's rudder 
snapped off, and the couple's attempts 
to jury-rig a replacement were unsuc-
cessful. With no means of returning 
upwind to French Polynesian waters, 
the pair, Beat and Lola, last names not 
known, were left with no alternative but 
to drift with the prevailing current until 
they reached landfall somewhere down-
wind. Fortunately, they had some good 
luck, as Samoa was 1,000 miles directly 
downwind. Also, fellow cruisers Patrick 
and Rebecca Childress of the Rhode 

Island-based Valiant 40 
Brick House, executed 
a mid-ocean rendezvous 
with the disabled boat, 
transferring materials 
to make a jury-rigged 
rudder. Alas, none of 
the improvised rudders 
worked.
	 So for the next two 
weeks, Avatar inched 
along at roughly 1.5 
knots toward Pago Pago, 
the capital of American 
Samoa. "Avatar  was 
amusingly out-of-con-
trol on the end of the tow 
line," says cruiser Wayne Wilson, who 
went along on the Fish & Game boat to 
tow the stricken boat in. "When Beat and 
Lola hung several hundred feet of line 
off the stern with ventilated jerry jugs 
attached, it helped a little, but it still 
broke the tow line five or six times. Ava-
tar would surf down a wave, suddenly 
turn 90 degrees, then stop. When this 

happened, the tow line would go slack, 
then slam taut again, jerking the tow 
boat backwards." Despite enduring this 
painfully slow process for eight hours, 
the Fish & Game crew never uttered a 
cranky word all day long.
	 "The Puesta del Sol Marina in Nica-
ragua is very nice, but isolated," reports 

'Avatar' on the tow line near the end of their 
35-day broken rudder ordeal from Bora Bora 
to Samoa. It was no fun at all.

September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 165Page 164  •  Latitude 38  •  September, 2009

Life Insurance Rates That Will Keep You Afloat

Protect Your Assets. Protect Your Family.

CALL US TODAY FOR A QUOTE: (888) 788-8855 WEST COAST LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

 Sample Ad

Life Line
by

Wagner Insurance
Since 1978

Rates are monthly. 15- and 25-year policies are also available.	 Lic. #0F22446

Term Life Insurance Rates:

• Compare our rates with anyone.
• More than 50 companies to choose from.
• Many other Life and Health products.

It's Easy!

    $250,000 Coverage, Super Preferred Non-Tobacco, Monthly Premiums
ISSUE	 10-YEAR POLICY	 20-YEAR POLICY	 30-YEAR POLICY
	AGE	 MALE	 FEMALE	 MALE	 FEMALE	 MALE	 FEMALE
	 30	 9.84	 9.19	 13.78	 12.47	 22.09	 18.38
	 40	 11.81	 10.94	 18.16	 15.53	 33.25	 25.38
	 50	 25.16	 21.66	 47.25	 33.03	 71.97	 51.41
	 60	 67.17	 43.97	 117.69	 79.84	 N/A	 N/A

    $500,000 Coverage, Super Preferred Non-Tobacco, Monthly Premiums
	 30	 15.31	 14.00	 23.19	 20.56	 39.81	 32.38
	 40	 19.25	 17.50	 31.94	 26.69	 62.13	 46.68
	 50	 45.94	 38.94	 90.13	 61.69	 139.56	 98.44
	 60	 129.94	 83.56	 231.00	 155.31	 N/A	 N/A

  $1,000,000 Coverage, Super Preferred Non-Tobacco, Monthly Premiums
	 30	 25.38	 22.75	 40.25	 34.13	 72.63	 56.00
	 40	 32.38	 29.75	 56.88	 49.00	 117.25	 84.00
	 50	 86.63	 70.00	 175.00	 115.50	 266.00	 186.38
	 60	 246.75	 158.38	 456.75	 305.38	 N/A	 N/A
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William Nokes of the Brookings, Oregon-
based Gulfstar 41 Someday. "So every 
Wednesday they send a van to Chinan-
dega so all the folks on boats can sight-
see and do their major shopping. A visit 
to Chinandega would be a good primer 
for anyone planning to drive in Rome or 
Mexico City, as the drivers are awful. 
Horns are the only accessory anyone 
seems to need on cars there, as nobody 
seems to bother using the steering wheel, 
brakes — or common courtesy. Drivers 
are constantly trying to go faster than 
everyone else, and are always willing to 
make life-threatening moves to pass a 
car ahead — even if they'll immediately 
be stuck behind another car. It's all 
about this being the first generation of 
Nicaraguans who have driven, so they 
have no guidance from the previous 
generation and are still learning about 
the deadly consequences of bad driving 
from experience. Fortunately, most drive 
little Hyundais, which weigh less than a 
horse and do less damage. Chinandega 
was a fine town, with well-organized and 
fully stocked stores. I've found that both 
El Salvador and Nicaragua have better 

antly — only those who remember the 
early 80s will get the pun — the stores 
in El Salvador and Nicaragua actually 
have stocked shelves and are organized 
in a logical manner. Plus, the employees 
know what items they carry. In fact, 
shopping in San Salvador and Chinan-
dega isn't much different that shopping 
in similar sized cities in the U.S.
	 Viva a new revolution in Nicaragua?  
Two years into his presidential term, 
Daniel Ortega, the leader of the Sand-
inista Nationalist movement in '80s, is 
being harshly criticized by former close 
associates and brothers-in-arms for 
having become distant and dictatorial. 
Over 70% of Nicaraguans say they have 
become poorer and less hopeful since 
Ortega took office.
	 We at Latitude think now would be 
a great time to sail to Cuba. It's not 
because the Obama Administration has 
reversed the Treasury Department's 
silly prohibition against "trading with 
the enemy", but rather — as we pre-
dicted — has gone back to the Clinton 
Administration's policy of not enforcing 

stores than can be found in southern 
Mexico. Even the Wal-Mart stores in 
Mexican cities south of P.V. were horribly 
disorganized and had incompetent help 
— although very friendly help. 'Contra'-

September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 167Page 166  •  Latitude 38  •  September, 2009

The Puesta del Sol Marina in Nicaragua was 
developed by San Jose engineer and cruiser 
Robert Membrano.

Full service for all Mexico cruisers
Tel: 011 52 (322) 221 1800

www.opequimar.com
info@opequimar.com

THE 
BANDERAS BAY

BOATYARD!
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that law. Some 270 Americans in two 
groups travelled by air to Cuba in July. 
When they returned to the States at 
either Buffalo, New York, or McAllen, 
Texas, they demanded to be charged 
with breaking the law. The Treasury De-
partment refused. Hilariously, Treasury 
Department spokeperson Marti West 
said, "As a general matter, should laws 
be obeyed? Yes. Should laws be enforced. 
Yes. But we're a government of limited 
resources and we have to make priori-
ties." Busting Americans for travelling to 
where they want to travel is obviously not 
a top priority. West did note that fines 
of up to $250,000 per infraction are still 
possible. But let's face it, with the Obama 
Administration bogged down in health 
care, cap and trade, and awful unem-
ployment figures, the last thing they are 
going to want to do is infuriate the base 
by coming across as regressive. And if by 
some remote chance you did get charged 
for taking your boat to Cuba, there would 
still be plenty of upside — you'd be seen 
as an international martyr for liberty, 
and would be asked to do all the talk 

shows and write a 
book. But still, a 
word of warning to 
keep expectations 
low. Cuba isn't even 
s em i -deve l oped 
and the poverty 
will shock you. So 
if you're going for 
adventure, that's 
one thing, but if 
you go hoping for 
any kind of luxury 
or comfort, you'll be 
bummed.
	 "We haven't com-
municated for a few years," write John 
and Cynthia Tindle, and Mattie, their 
"famous boat dog" of the San Diego-
based Jeanneau 45 Utopia." Old Mexico 
hands may recall that the couple cruised 
Mexico for three years prior to buying a 
different boat and taking up Caribbean 
sailing in '02. "We always miss the Wan-
derer and Dona de Mallorca when we're 

in St. Barths, but we're still loving it here. 
We noticed that a few months ago you 
ran a photo of Darwin, the boat dog on 
the Tobago 35 Irie. We'd like to know if 
they ran into any problems with Darwin 
in Antigua or on their way farther south. 
They can reach us at jtindle3@aol.com. 
I would appreciate it."
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After 11 years of cruising, both in Mexico and 
the Caribbean, Mattie still doesn't appear to be 
suffering from an excessive amount of stress.

Located halfway between San Francisco and San Diego

1415 Spinnaker Drive, Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 654-1433 • www.vhby.com

Ventura Harbor Boatyard, Inc.

Two Travelifts
Haul-outs to 

160 Tons
Painting
Rigging

Machining
Welding
Electrical

Sandblasting
Woodwork
Chandlery

Custom
Stainless

2009

OPEN
SATURDAYS



Dinghies, Liferafts 
AND Rowboats 

12-FT LASER PICO, 1997. San Francis-
co. $1,195. Best beginner boat! A Laser 
WITH a jib. Purple sails, white hull, and 
super easy mast-hoisting system. Self-
draining open-transom cockpit. Comes 
on a galvanized trailer with a boat cover. 
In excellent condition. 1 adult / 2 kids. 
http://sites.google.com/site/sprintas-
port23/laserpico or tanyak@gmail.com 
(415) 683-3632.

10-FT QUICKSILVER, 1993. Napa, CA. 
$2,500.00. 10’9” Quicksilver inflatable, 
with 1993 15hp Mercury engine, both in 
excellent condition. Comes with fuel tank, 
valise, oars, air pump, stern light, Weaver 
snap davits and all manuals. Less than 
25 hours on the whole setup. jeds1210@
yahoo.com or (707) 738-8999.

14-FT LASER, 1979. Richmond YC rack 
#040. $600. Price reduced. Dry hull, in 
good shape, no cracks in mast-step or 
daggerboard slot, fiberglass daggerboard 
and rudder. Old class sail, newer non-
class sail. Email  jsgutoff@hotmail.com 
or call (415) 994-3500.

12-FT BYTE SAILING DINGHIES, 2003. 
Walnut Creek. $1,600. 4 Byte dinghies 
available. 2 are 2003 models. The 1994 
boat is $800, the 1992 is $600 (incom-
plete). Rigs are standard. Sitech dolly 
available for $300. (925) 314-0454 or (925) 
285-0351. 

24 Feet & Under 

23-FT DEHLER SPRINTA SPORT, 1981. 
South Beach YC, SF. $3,500. Dehler 
design by Van de Stadt, Momentum 
is an exciting racer/cruiser with rebuilt 
outboard, new mainsail, headfoil and 
berth covers. Fractional rig and running 
backstays. http:// sites.google.com/site/
sprintasport23 or tanyak@gmail.com or 
(415) 683-3632. 

19-FT O’DAY, 1986. San Jose, CA. 
$4,000. Excellent condition with 1996 
trailer. Includes Garmin 76 GPS w/blue 
chart disc; Humminbird 100sx Depth 
Finder; Plastimo compass; fire extin-
guisher; Olin distress/signal flare kit; 4hp 
Johnson ob w/for, rvs, & neut; Porta-Potti 
head; spinnaker; cockpit cushions; (2) life 
rings; fog horn; ice chest; anchor & line; 
6g & 3g gas tanks; boat cvr; and much 
else. Call (408) 272-0977 or (408) 806-
8478. Email: oday20@earthlink.net. 

23-FT MACGREGOR VENTURE. of 
Newport, 1976. Roseville, Ca. $4,00/obo. 
Cutter rig, Has main, staysail, yankee and 
geniker. Honda 7.5 HP 4 cycle great cond. 
Email: spottedhuman@yahoo.com, (916) 
677-6611 or (916) 960-6233. 

22-FT SANTANA, 1966. Alameda. $1,500. 
Santana 22 in good sailing condition with 
4 stroke 5 hp Nissan outboard. Bottom 
painted June 2009. Includes jib, mainsail 
and upgraded running rigging. Interior is 
clean. Great Bay daysailer. Call (775) 826-
5110 or jamesvanantwerp@sbcglobal.net.

22-FT STAR, 1964. Treasure Island Sail-
ing Center. $2,250. Refinished cedar hull 
with fiberglass shell. Teak deck. Modern 
rig, new lines/tackle, canvas cover. Trailer 
with box. Unique version of high perfor-
mance sailboat. Call (650) 312-9575 or 
email rlives@calcreek.com.

24-FT MELGES. West Coast. $26,000+ 
MAKE OFFERS. Hull numbers 15, 14 
and 87, for delivery on the West Coast. 
Pricing starts at $26,000 US. All are in 
good condition, ready to race. Fast, easy 
to trailer. Contact Frank:  (512) 750-5735 
or cabosportsfrank@yahoo.com.

25 TO 28 Feet 
25-FT CAL, $1,500. Plus all sails. Call 
(415) 939-2211. 

WHAT’S IN A DEADLINE? Our Classified 
Deadline has always been the 18th of the 
month, and it’s still pretty much a brick 
wall if you want to get your ad into the 
magazine. But it’s not so important any-
more when it comes to getting exposure 
for your ad. With our new system, your 
ad gets posted to our website within a 
day or so of submission. Then it appears 
in the next issue of the magazine. So 
you’re much better off if you submit or 
renew your ad early in the month. That 
way your ad begins to work for you im-
mediately. There’s no reason to wait for 
the last minute. 

Page 168  •  Latitude 38  •  September, 2009

Please read before 

submitting ad

Classy LASSIFIEDSC
DEADLINE
is ALWAYS the

18th at 5 pm
for ad to appear in the next issue.

Due to our short lead time, 
deadlines are very strict and 
include weekends & holidays. 

	 Sorry, but…
	 •	No ads accepted by phone
	 •	No ads without payments
	 •	No billing arrangements
	 •	No verification of receipt
	 •	We reserve the right to refuse
		  poor quality photos or illegible ads.

Latitude 38  15 Locust Ave, Mill Valley, CA 94941    Questions? (415) 383-8200, ext 104  •  class@latitude38.com

Here’s What To Do:
Write your ad. Indicate category. Remember
price and contact info. We make final placement
determination.

Count the words. Anything with a space 
before and after counts as one word. We will 
spell-check, abbreviate, edit, as necessary.

Mail your ad with check or money order,
deliver to our office; OR, for the best – and
most exposure – of your classified ad…

Submit your ad safely online
with Visa, MasterCard or AmEx at:

 www.latitude38.com
Ad will be posted online within two business days, 
appear in the next issue of the magazine, and re-
main online until the following issue is released.

Personal Ads BUSINESS Ads

• Personal Advertising Only •
No business or promo ads except
Non-Profit, Job Op, Business Op

$70 for 40 Words Max

‘Trying to Locate’ Ads are for those searching for
lost boats/people – not shopping – and cost

$10 for 20 words max
FREE Online Ads are for a private party selling

a boat for less than $1,000 – or gear totalling under $1,000.
(One per person; must list prices in ad.)

All ads will be set to fit Latitude 38 standard • Re-Run Ads: Same price, same deadline

1-40 Words......... $40
41-80 Words....... $65
81-120 Words..... $90
Photo.................. $30

• All promotional advertising •

1 boat per broker per issue
Logo OK, but no photos/reversals

No extra bold type • Max: 12 pt font
Artwork subject to editor approval.
Biz ads will not appear on website.

NEILPRYDE

SAILS

RiggingJack D. Scullion

jdsyachts@att.net
(510) 919-0001

Yacht Services Troubleshooting
Electrical Installations

Electronics

We Gladly Install Gear You Provide

NOR-CAL COMPASS ADJUSTING
Magneuto™ System Exclusively

Boat Remains in Berth     •     Eliminates Deviation
Authorized Compass Repair     •     All Major Brands

Hal McCormack     •     Phone/Fax:  (415) 892-7177

Creative and durable lettering and artwork for your boat

alphaboatsue@aol.com • (510) 599-1197 • www.alphaboatgraphics.com

B O A T  •  L E T T E R I N GCHART SAVINGS UP TO 76%
HIGH DEFINITION PRINTS  •  256 INCREDIBLE SHADES!

Worldwide  •  Sample Chart $5.95  •  Affordable E-Chart back-ups
Bellingham Chart Printers Division, TIDES END LTD., PO Box 397L, Shaw Island, WA 98286
800-643-3900  •  fax: 360-468-3939  •  www.tidesend.com  •  sales@tidesend.com
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27-FT CATALINA, 1978. Berkeley. $7,000. 
Joy is a tall rig - excellent shape - day 
sails/overnights; bottom paint ‘07, new 
standing & running rigging 6/08 w/in-
mast halyards, new ProFurl roller furler 
w/UK Halsey jib 9/09, new cushions 09, 
trickle charger w/ 2 batteries. kraigkraft@
gmail.com. 

27-FT ANTRIM, 1996. Point Richmond. 
$40,000. K5, Hull #1. Exciting one-design 
sport boat. Sails over 15 knots. Carbon 
mast, new trailer. Barely used Quantum 
Fusion main and jib, lots of extras. www.
u27class.org/ robdkessel@yahoo.com 
(415) 828-1203.

26-FT MACGREGOR, 2006. Loch Lo-
mond Marina, San Rafael. $22,600. Very 
clean boat. Excellent condition. Com-
pletely equipped. Blue hull, 50 HP Evin-
rude E-Tec, shore power, second battery, 
GPS/VHS, bottom paint, like new trailer 
and much more. Call (415) 456-2644 or 
nadjalewener@yahoo.com. 

25-FT LANCER, 1980. $4,500. Folsom 
Lake Marina. Includes Honda OB, trailer. 
Owner since 1984, always at Folsom 
Lake. New bottom paint, shoal keel, 
comfortable, standing room cabin, can 
sleep 5. Sails (4), hull and rigging in very 
good condition. (916) 342-2546. 

25-FT CATALINA 250 WK, 2002. Folsom. 
$18,000. Fresh water wing keel, with 
trailer. Great condition. Folsom water 
sucks. My loss-your gain. 8hp 4 stroke 
just serviced last year-way low hours. 
In the water now, but I have to pull it in 
two weeks. Email: cpbill@comcast.net or 
(530) 417-0208.

27-FT CAL 2-27, 1975. Oakland. $7,500. 
Good condition, has been singlehanded 
from Wa-SoCal coast. Farymann diesel, 
VHF, radar, autohelm, dodger, roller furl-
ing, 4 headsails, 2 mains, 2 anchors, 
manual windlass, rigging new ‘06, custom 
interior teak shelving/cabinet. Call  (650) 
303-0560 or p_pady@hotmail.com.

29 TO 31 Feet 
30-FT TARTAN, 1978. Alameda. $15,000. 
Well maintained, very clean, classic 
Sparkman & Stephens design with reliable 
Atomic 4 engine, many extras. Dodger, 
furler, BBQ, new head, stainless fuel 
tank and new prop. ejwoollett@aol.com 
or (510) 864-9880.

31-FT CATALINA 309, 2007. Alameda 
Marina. $91,000. Catalina 309 ‘Boat of 
the Year’ 31 ft x 11’6”. New 11/07. Furl-
ing main, jib. Lines to cockpit. 2 enclosed 
cabins, 7 berths, 8 opening hatches/
ports. 21 hp. 3 cyl. Yanmar, chart/cockpit 
tables. AC/DC fridge/freezer, LPG stove-
oven, microwave, water heaters, Auto-
helm, chart plotter, wind, tridata, electric 
windlass, mast VHF/TV. Spacious saloon, 
cockpit storage. Stern shower/ladder. 
Lead keel. Fully equipped sail/naviga-
tion/comfort. joan_robert@juno.com or 
(510) 490-3575. 

29-FT RANGER, 1972. Alameda. $11,500. 
Moving, must sell. Can’t beat this price!! 
See pics. Serious buyers only. Atomic 4 
engine, good condition, sleeps 5, GPS, 
VHF, chart plotter. Too much to men-
tion. See website for boat information. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranger_29 chip-
man.bill5@gmail.com (510) 769-9999. 

30-FT CAL 2-30, 1969. RYC. $17,000. 
Great Bay boat. New 25hp Universal 
Diesel, new epoxy bottom, new Ball-
inger boom and spreaders, new interior 
cushions, new water tank, autopilot, fully 
battened main, 3 jibs, spin, gear, inflat-
able/outboard. coyne49@comcast.net or  
(415) 246-0324.

30-FT PEARSON 303, 1983. $12,950.
Doyle main and roller furling jib, spinnaker 
and gear, hot and cold pressure water, 16-
hp Yanmar diesel, new interior cushions, 
lives like a 35-foot boat. Priced to sell. 
(510) 917-7749.

30-FT CAPE DORY CUTTER, 1984. 
Tomales Bay. $37,500. Well maintained. 
Recent E80 radar, Variprop, new uphol-
stery/cushions. A sweet sailing boat and 
easy to singlehand. Lots of pictures at 
website: http:// cd-30.blogspot.com (click 
to enlarge). Email: mbritt@eyedocs.com 
or call (510) 910-2099. 

31-FT WYLIE, ‘MOONSHADOW’. 
$18,000/obo. One of Tom Wylie’s best 
custom-designed yachts for SF Bay and 
ocean racing. A winner, remains com-
petitive today. Yanmar diesel, 9 Barient 
winches, stainless rod rigging, Barient 
backstay adjuster, Quick Vang boomvang, 
large sail inventory, Martex prop. Sleeps 6. 
Hauled 10/08, new bottom paint. Excel-
lent condition. Race ready. (415) 435-1006 
or (415) 377-6688.

30-FT RAWSON CUSTOM. $15,000. 
Namaste. Bow sprit, hard dodger, great 
liveaboard. Tons of sails, wood stove, car-
bon pole, many extras. Needs some TLC. 
gilles@gcmarine.net or (415) 533-2915.

30-FT BABA, 1984. Newport Beach, CA. 
$68,000. Bob Perry’s sweetest design. 
This beautiful boat has been extensively 
outfitted for cruising. Our plans have 
changed. WAY too much to list here. 
Please check the web page for more 
details and photos. www.ballreich.net/
mandisa/tour/boat_specs.html. 

30-FT ISLANDER BAHAMA, 1979. Sau-
salito. $12,000/obo. Volvo diesel. Knot-
meter, depthfinder, Harken roller furler. 
Great Bay and Delta boat. Nice interior. 
Berthed at Clipper Yacht Harbor. Photos 
upon request. alisonpope59@hotmail.
com, (415) 497-1017 or (415) 388-5780.

29-FT ARDELEIGHL/ATLANTIS, 1973. 
Alameda. $3500 obo. Great English 
pocket cruiser. Wide beam. Fully re-
stored in 2002 then neglected by another 
owner. Bottom recently done, sailing, but 
cosmetics need work. All the expensive 
gear is in place in 2002: New main and 
jib, Harken furler, fresh Yanmar diesel, new 
monel shaft, rudder, fuel tanks, oversized 
standing rigging, etc. This boat has seen 
the big seas. Call (510) 421-6712 or 
rds3000@hotmail.com.

30-FT CATALINA, 1979. Ventura. $14,500. 
In excellent sailing condition. Tabernacle 
mast. Completely rebuilt Yanmar diesel 
engine. New autopilot, depth meter. 
New bilge pump; non-skid paint. Recent 
bottom paint. Rigging inspected and 
upgraded. Clean interior; refrigerator, 
stove. Email: hsankur2003@yahoo.com 
or (805) 644-6095.

30-FT WOODEN ONE-DESIGN BIRD. 
Sausalito $15,000. Outstanding condi-
tion. Good race record. Nothing sails like 
a Bird. Sausalito berth available. (415) 
302-7490.

30-FT NEWPORT MK3, 1985. Vallejo 
Yacht Club. $12,500. Excl. bottom, new 
jib furling, engine excl, very good condi-
tion. Bring offer, all ground tackle, VHF, 
nav. system, wheel steering, new 3 batt, 
chg sys, some new upholstery, excel. 
condition. jabadie245@sbcglobal.net 
(707) 235-0368 or (503) 569-1488.

30-FT WILDERNESS, CUSTOM, 1980. Al-
ameda. $15,000/obo. New keel, fractional 
rig with masthead chutes, oversize pole. 
1986 Pacific Cup vet. Trailer, lots of lightly 
used sails. mgrealish@comcast.net.

30-FT CORONADO, 1973. Monterey 
Harbor, CA. $9,995. Atomic 4 engine, 
15 gal. tank, roller furling jib, VHF, lazy 
jacks, compass, 12 v and manual bilge 
pumps, macerator pump and holding 
tank, gimballed stove, 30 gal. water tank. 
Email: capt_dutch@montereysailing.com 
or (831) 372-7245.

31-FT CAPE GEORGE CUTTER, 1992. 
Port Townsend, WA. This CG is one 
of the finest examples of a yard-com-
pleted Cape George 31 in existence. 
Launched in 1992, carefully maintained, 
well equipped for extended cruising. Inte-
rior layout features laminated Port Orford 
cedar beams, trim with teak cabinets. 
Double berth forward, enclosed head 
with shower, settee-berths amidships, 
overhead skylight. Aft galley to starboard, 
nav station to port. Cockpit has two large 
cockpit lockers, 1 propane locker and 1 
lazarette locker. New engine, radar, Trinka 
dinghy, running backstays, downwind 
pole, windlass, AGM batteries, Force 10 
stove, BBQ, boom gallows, windvane, 
SSB, VHF, new thru-hulls/seacocks, etc. 
www.capegeorgecutters.com/broker-
age/Infinity.html. Call (360) 385-3412 or 
email: cgmw@olympus.net.

32 TO 35 Feet 
33-FT VAN DER VLS (DUTCH STEEL). 
1971. San Francisco. $30,000. Well main-
tained. Full keel, rare aft cabin (separate 
entrance/sleeps 2). New: Boom, head, 
macerator, holding tank, paint, varnish, 
GPS, stereo, zincs, netting. Autopilot, 
fridge, reliable Volvo 24-hp, 3 anchors+all 
chain, Singlehanded from Netherlands. 
www.elsewhere2.webs.com. Call Sean 
(415) 509-1277 or steelboat2009@hot-
mail.com.

VOLPAR, Inc.
(408) 986-0848  •  (800) 258-4545
Parts / Service  •  Penta Only
10am-7pm PST every day including Sat-Sun
email: Volpar@Volpar.com

MARINE SURVEYS by Captain Alan Hugenot
Naval Architect  •  Yacht Delivery Skipper

Accredited Marine Surveyor  (SAMS)
Bay or Delta  •  No Travel Charges  •  MC / VISA / AmEx

alan@captainhugenot.com   •   (415) 531-6172

EAST BAY SAIL & COVER CLEANING

(510) 523-9011
mildew, rust, grunge, sail repair

STEVE'S MARINE
WOODWORK

Custom Interiors
Exterior Joinery

60 C Libertyship Way, Sausalito
jonessail@aol.com  •  (415) 332-2500

Yacht Repair
Design / Consulting
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35-FT ALBERG, 1964. Sausalito Area. 
$12,500. New rigging, trans, shaft, prop, 
rudder, Kubota diesel w/new fuel pump, 
filters, starter, heads, mainsail 85%, 
genoa new. New bottom 7 coats west 
epoxy. Boat sails & motors now! Call 
(415) 332-7501 or (415) 308-6904 or email 
chrislamb007@comcast.net.

34-FT BENETEAU 10R, 2007. Long 
Beach. $135,000.Yanmar 20 hp, Har-
ken furler, main, jib, spinnaker, dodger, 
canvas, performance and comfort pacs, 
liferaft storage, multiple NKE electron-
ics and repeaters, loaded, ready to go.  
Pictures: www.quivercharters.com. Email:  
ddavies@usc.edu or (310) 809-2263.

32-FT PEARSON. “Racer/Cruiser” 1979. 
Alameda. $22,500 or an intelligent offer. 
Fast, easily singlehanded sloop. Featured 
in August 2007 Practical Sailor. 1250 
hours on original M-15 Universal Diesel. 
Gear (vintage ‘95): autopilot, digital depth 
finder & gauge, Harken furler, Navtek 
backstay adjuster, Hall Spars Quik vang, 
Furuno radar, 25 watt marine radio. New: 
19-gallon aluminum fuel tank and electric 
fuel pump (2002), 2 batteries (2006). 
Documentation: all original manuals, ‘95 
survey, maintenance, diving, haul records 
since my ‘95 purchase. (510) 525-2754.

35-FT HALLBERG-RASSY, 1972. Moss 
Landing, CA. $55,000. This is a nice cen-
ter-cockpit bluewater cruiser. 30k in the 
last few years. Rebuilt Volvo MD30A. New 
Ullman sails with Furlex on jib. New rig-
ging. Comnav autopilot, Raymarine plot-
ter, radar, Interphase Outlook and more. 
olinjordan@yahoo.com or (831) 595-2467.

34-FT SAN JUAN, 1984. $39,000. Fast 
comfortable, blue water cruiser, excellent 
condition. 6’ headroom, galley, sleeps six, 
rod rigging. Roller furling headsail, 150% 
genoa, main, working jib, in good condi-
tion. 3GMD Yanmar, Achilles dinghy, large 
bimini. Price reduced. nino@access-print.
com (510) 420-8956.

32-FT COLUMBIA 5.5 METER, 1960. SF 
Marina. $7,000. Located in East Harbor, 
SF Marina. Slip transferrable upon harbor-
master approval. Has current sails (main, 
jib, and spinnaker), refinished/repainted 
interior, new rigging, new cleats, new ad-
justments, new bottom (super fair carbon 
anti-foul), new lines, remotely adjustable 
jib leads, topsides polished, wire hoist-
ing slings, and a new cover. cmtozzi@
sbcglobal.net (415) 244-5422.

32-FT WESTSAIL, 1976. Sausalito, CA. 
$60,000. Cared for cruising boat with the 
cruising gear and lots of upgrades. Please 
call for full details. (707) 874-0345.

33-FT CUSTOM CUTTER ‘ANNIE’, 1981. 
Port Townsend, WA. $108,000. Custom 
built, full keel, fiberglass hull with Airex 
core. Wood house, decks and interior, 
seven Hasse & Petrich sails, Volvo diesel, 
Autohelm, pressure water, ElectraSan, 
propane galley stove. A robust and su-
perbly constructed cruising yacht. Shows 
as new. Email: priatt.annie@gmail.com.

35-FT J/BOATS J/109, 2004. Sausalito. 
$185,000. Fast, fun, mint condition racer/
cruiser singlehand or with crew. 1st 2008 
J/109 Division, 1st 2009 J-Fest Division, 
3rd PHRF (72 rating). Quantum Kevlar 
racing & Dacron cruising sails (2 mains, 
2 jibs), 2 asymmetric spinnakers, new 
rigging, Spectra lines. B&G instruments, 
VHF radio, GPS, Yanmar diesel, 29 hp, 
excellent condition. Doubles as perfor-
mance cruiser with roller furling, all rigging 
led aft, sleeps 6+ with full galley, head, 
shower, hot/cold water, fridge. Ready 
to race one-design, Pac Cup, PHRF or 
cruise oceans SF Bay and Delta in com-
fort, style and performance. Must sell. 
ahoys@earthlink.net (415) 717-3664.

Fred Andersen Boat & Woodworks

Repair,
Restoration &

New Construction
(510) 522-2705

RANGER 33, 1976
Diesel <325 hrs, 6 head sails, spinnaker, new standing rigging,

rebuilt head, solar panels and more. $24,900.
Cameron Cove Yacht Sales  •  (707) 645-1636

www.cameroncoveyachtsales.com

 

Professional installations by an 
ABYC Certified Master Technician 

 

 
 

Electronics, PC & Mac based Navigation 
Systems Integration, Radar, Autopilots 

Corrosion Issues, Inverters, Battery Banks 

Mathiesen Marine 
For All Of Your Electrical & Electronic Needs

 of marine electronics at great prices 
Your source for all major brands 

(510) 350-6622   www.MathiesenMarine.com 
-Fully Insured- 

www.weatherguy.com

970 N Kalaheo Ave
Suite C-104

Kailua, Hawaii 96734
info@weatherguy.com

 (866) 882-WXGY (9949) toll free
 (808) 291-WXGY (Mobile)
 (808) 254-2525 (Office)
 (808) 443-0889 (Fax)

Worldwide Marine Forecasts
Cruising, Racing & Commercial 

Packages Starting at $65.00 USD

San Francisco Service
773 Andersen Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901 
T: 415-453-2142 M: 510-333-4644
Hours: 8-5 M-F, Sat. by appointment

We care about sail care!

Faster by Design
www.northsails.com

Sail Care Sail CoverS YaCht CoverS FlagS CruiSing ProduCtS

Save Your Aft!
Using one of our 1400+ patterns or your 
own pattern, let our craftsmen create a 
comfortable, durable, and stylish set of 
all-weather cushions for your cockpit. 
Find your custom, closed cell foam 
cushions at www.bottomsiders.com!

BottomSiders
2305 Bay Avenue
Hoquiam, WA 98550

Call Toll Free: (800) 438-0633
cushions@bottomsiders.com

Fax: 360-533-4474



September, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 171

34-FT SABRE, 1983. Bel Marin Keys. 
$39,000. Good mid-size cruiser/racer. 
6’3” headroom below. Can sleep six. 
Beautiful wood interior, galley, head with 
shower. New Hood sails 90-105 headsail, 
Harken roller furler, new Harken traveler, 
new fuel lines, dodger, Westerbeke 28 
hp diesel. Clean. Call (415) 883-3733 or 
email: jacksont@pbworld.com.

35-FT YORKTOWN, 1974. Emeryville 
Yacht Harbor. $29,000. Proven blue water 
cruiser priced to move! Over 10k miles 
under the keel. Ready to cruise! One 
family has owned her since construction. 
See website for specs, photos, & details: 
www.maryanntwo.com. Email: morten-
sontyler@yahoo.com or (408) 202-4944.

32-FT ISLAND PACKET, 1990. Alameda. 
$89,000. Well maintained, full cockpit 
enclosure with mast view. New lifelines, 
dripless stuffing box, cutlass bearing, 
Raymarine X5 autopilot with remote, 
mainsail, batteries, charger. Windlass, 
Manson Supreme w 130’ chain, wind/
speed/depth, more. See at our wesite: 
www.caprice32ip.com. Call (510) 380-
8625 or caprice@caprice32ip.com.

32-FT PEARSON VANGUARD, 1963. 
Sausalito. $5,900. Avance, Hull #25. Has 
no blisters, no soft spots on deck. Recent 
haulout, bottom paint, reinforced rudder, 
new gudgeon shoe and intermediate 
strap. New Bullwork toerail 95% com-
plete. Italian diesel runs strong. Needs 
customization. Good working vessel. 
Email: capnabdo@hotmail.com or (415) 
300-6018.

32-FT BRISTOL, 1978. Ixtapa, MX. 
$19,000/obo. Early retirement, laid-off? 
Maybe it’s time to get away. Our 2004 
Baja Ha-Ha vet is waiting for you in Ixtapa. 
Fully equipped for cruising, nothing to 
buy. Give her a coat of bottom paint and 
wait for the fleet in Zihuatanejo. Later go 
back up to the Gulf for the best sailing in 
Mexico. 32’ is the ideal size for the Sea 
of Cortez. Tuck in the little bays. Anchor 
in 10’ of water. More details and list of 
equipment on the web site. Make me an 
offer I can’t refuse. See at our website: 
www.eblw.com/contepartiro/contepar-
tiro.html. Email jeanne8@eblw.com or call  
(510) 367-5621.

35-FT ERICSON, 1978. San Francisco 
Yacht Club. $23,000. Well maintained 
excellent all-around sailboat, sleeps 6. 
Hull just sandblasted & repainted & new 
cutlass bearing installed. 1998-Yanmar 
engine overhauled Dec. ‘08. Teak refin-
ished & lifelines replaced in Dec. ‘08. 
New chainplate & bulkheads in 2004, 
full kitchen galley, transom ladder. Email:
bkrill@comcast.net (415) 308-3759.

32-FT CATALINA 320, 1997. Oyster Cove 
Marina. $69,000. Beautiful condition 
inside and out. Yamnar diesel, dodger, bi-
mini, cockpit table, full instrumentation on 
wheel pedestal including GPS, autopilot, 
plus many upgrades. Roller furling jib. All 
sheets run to cockpit. Pictures. Call (916) 
200-9145 or kcchar@aol.com.

32-FT ERICSON, 1989. San Francisco 
- South Beach Marina. $37,500. 1989 
Ericson 32-200. Great condition. Bruce 
King designed. All sails, gear, low hours, 
double cabin canvas, aft skirt. Excellent 
on SF Bay. Selling to buy 26’ TigerCat.  
Email: kpr1@mac.com.

34-FT ISLANDER, 1969. Emery Cove 
Yacht Harbor. $10,777. Restored clas-
sic. All systems new. SS fuel tank, water 
heater, propane stove, topsides Awlgrip 
epoxy, Universal diesel<300 hours, Auto-
helm instruments. Needs sails. Consider 
credit for used sails. Phone for history and 
photos: (209) 613-9331 or (209) 634-6273 
(fax) or westsideassociates@yahoo.com.

35-FT ERICSON 35 II, 1971. Newport, 
Oregon. $30,000. Excellent condition. 
Very well maintained. New Yanmar engine 
<100 hrs. Radar, windvane, roller furling, 
etc. Great boat. Slip available. Call (541) 
990-9613 or sj211509@hotmail.com.

36 TO 39 Feet 
39-FT FREYA, 1977. Antioch City Marina, 
CA. $49,500. Serious, quick passage 
maker, priced for buyer’s market. Hull #4 
from Gannon Yachts, 4 used sails, one 
new, autopilots, Aries, grounded and 
wired for SSB, depth-sounder, GPS. Email 
crowellam@hotmail.com or (925) 522-1353. 
Contact owner for details and history:  
www.ablboats.com/details.php?id=85646.

38-FT KETTENBURG, 1956. Alamitos 
Bay, Long Beach. $10,000. Atomic 4 with 
20 hrs, genoa 150, jib, NEW main, spinna-
ker, dual batteries, Lewco battery charger, 
hauled out and bottom paint 3 months 
ago, new paint, great interior. Call (714) 
943-1600 or jer_ryanderson@yahoo.com.

36-FT CATALINA, 1986. $49,000. Radar, 
below deck autopilot, electric windlass, 
45# anchor and all chain, refrigeration, 
propane oven/stove/BBQ, high output 
alternator, inverter, dodger, bimini and 
more. (510) 847-5469.

36-FT PEARSON 365 KETCH, 1977. 
Marina Village Yacht Harbor, Alameda. 
$55,000 obo. Beautiful liveaboard. 40HP 
Westerbeke diesel. 3 new sails. 2005-
standing rigging, refrigeration, entertain-
ment and electronic systems. Inflatable 
rigid bottom. Much more! Call (925) 457-
4957 or sailonchap@yahoo.com.

39-FT YORKTOWN, CENTER COCKPIT, 
1988. Marina Bay, Richmond. $29,000. 
Full size bed in aft cabin, V-berth, CNG 
gas stove/oven, microwave, refrigerator, 
freezer, ice maker, TV, DVD, VHF, radar, 
GPS, depth finder, 50 HP diesel, electric 
windlass, electric head, separate shower. 
Great liveaboard. Email vik@inreach.com 
or (209) 743-6275.

38-FT KETTENBURG, 1956. Berkeley, 
Wilmington. 3 K-38 classics. Each in 
various stages of renovation. 2 in the 
water. Please see details: www.sailk38.
com. Email: steve@paradigmpilgrim.com 
or call (916) 847-9064.

36-FT SABRE, 1998. Berkeley. $155,000. 
Professionally maintained sloop. Shallow 
draft wing keel ideal for cruising. Blue hull 
and topsides painted 12/06. Standing rig-
ging replaced 2/07. New autopilot 5/07. 
New mainsail 7/08. Furling jib and lightly 
used asymmetrical spinnaker. Call (925) 
766-2205 or dan@deltaexcavating.net.

36-FT C&C, 1979. Brisbane. $26,900. 
Canadian-built racer/cruiser. Atomic 4, 
Schaefer roller furling, main, jib, wheel 
steering, self-tailing winches, etc. Call 
if you’d like to make an offer. You won’t 
offend me. Must sell. See: http:// sfbay.
craigslist.org/pen/boa/1307763396.html. 
Email: mark.visina@am.sony.com or call 
(801) 816-1110 or (801) 403-6304.

36-FT JEANNEAU, 1997. $89,000 Price 
reduced. Very well maintained. Electric 
anchor windlass, dodger, refrigerator/
freezer, GPS, chartplotter, autopilot, CD 
player, VHF, B&G instruments, depth/
knot/wind, dinghy with 2-hp Johnson. For 
info call Brian (209) 722-2068 or email: 
coolswick@aol.com. To view call Roy 
(510) 523-4081.

38-FT MORGAN CC, 1993. San Diego, 
CA. $75,000. Waterfront living at its best. 
There is no other option out there that al-
lows oceanfront property at this type of 
price in San Diego. Morgan is an excellent 
sailboat and there are 5 currently for sale 
across the country. The prices range from 
93k to 130k. This boat was listed for 110k 
and is now listed for 75k, well below the 
market rate. Take advantage of this for 
sale by owner/no broker offer today. Addi-
tionally this boat is located at Humphrey’s 
by the Bay, which has live concerts from 
May - October for your viewing, listening 
and entertainment pleasure, check out: 
www.humphreysconcerts.com. Call (619) 
243-6269 or jdarrochdesign@yahoo.com 
for boat info.

36-FT PEARSON, 1975. Marina Bay, 
Richmond. $32,500. Comfortable coastal 
cruiser, in nice shape, dodger, ProFurl furl-
ing jib, 2 year old main. 27 hp Volvo diesel, 
30 gal. fuel, 100 gals water (3 tanks), self 
tailing winches, and more. Call  (415) 209-
6323 or jim@shubindesign.com.

36-FT ISLANDER, 1980. Berkeley Marina. 
$34,000. Low hour Yanmar 3cyl., 38 hp 
diesel, roller furling, cruising spinnaker, 
autopilot, radar, VHF, electric windlass, 
h/c pressure water, refrigeration, 2 an-
chors. Baja Vet. Good solid boat. Call 
(510) 644-1217 or (510) 684-7388 or email 
michaelgray@comcast.net.

STARBOARD YACHT DELIVERIES
Over 50,000 sea miles  •  Pacific, Caribbean, Atlantic

USCG Master 100 GT STCW  •  Power & Sail

 Rick Whiting  •  (415) 740-2924  •  captain_rick@sbcglobal.net

W
415-420-5970

CARPENTRY
Mobile cabinet shop

Contact Lon Woodrum at:Specializing in custom interior
cabinetry, tables, cabinets, countertops,

cabinsoles. For power or sail. 

OODRUM MARINE

www.woodrummarine.com

VOLVO PENTA
Specialist Dealer Since 1980

ESKELUND MARINE  •  (510) 523-7670 
1913 Clement Ave • Alameda Marina • Bldg 13 at Pier 2 

Marine Surveying and Consulting
Serving the Bay Area since 1995

510-889-8850

August Enterprises
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36-FT BENETEAU 361, 2002. SF Marina 
West Basin. $118,000. Bristol, loaded, 
custom, all electronics, recent haulout 
and bottom paint + coveted SF Marina 
berth. Will consider lease or non-equity 
partnership. Call (415) 771-0741 or email:  
Bob@TandlerSF.com. 

36-FT ISLANDER, 1975. Sausalito. 
$30,000. New bottom ‘04, new standing 
rigging ‘04, new engine ‘06 (approx. 15 
hrs), Max Prop, propane, pressure water, 
masthead LED tri, Raymarine instruments 
& autopilot, other upgrades, topsides 
need TLC. Email: guydean@sonic.net or 
(707) 575-3350 or (707) 291-2023.

38-FT TARTAN 3800, 1995. Marina Vil-
lage, Alameda. $140,000. Classic beauty, 
well maintained. New mainsail. Raymarine 
instruments and radar. MaxProp, three 
blade. Loves ocean sailing. Call (925) 330-
1378 or mward@annward.com.

39-FT CAL, 1978. Alameda. $65,000. 
50hp Yanmar repower 300 hrs, C-80 chart 
plotter/radar/fishfinder, Profurl w/100% 
& 150 jibs. Full dodger, Maxwell 2500 
windlass. This boat is very clean. Full 
details, see website: www.ideasinmotion.
com/cal39. Email borelmfg@earthlink.net 
or call (510) 864-0237.

37-FT CABO RICO, 1995. Vallejo. Cre-
alock designed cruiser in excellent condi-
tion. Cutter rigged, safe, easy to sail with 
full electronics. Tender with motor, two 
anchors, etc. Mexico ready. Charter/share 
equity. Email:  jack@hewatt.net or call  
(707) 477-6980.

38-FT MORGAN, 1980. Tiburon. $58,000. 
50hp Perkins diesel - 2600 hrs, 120 gen, 
fully battened main, triple reef, all lines 
to cockpit. Dodger w/full bimini. Custom 
anchor system, hot water, reefer. Beautiful 
heavy and light air boat. (209) 743-8858.

40 TO 50 Feet 
40-FT HUNTER LEGEND, 1986. La 
Paz, BCS, MX. $76,000/obo. Multiple 
upgrades since 2006 include: radar, 
chart plotter, SSB, refrigeration, propane 
conversion, stack pack, solar, and more. 
Cruising Mexico past two seasons and 
ready again. Contact for info and pictures. 
Email: ghimes@mindspring.com or call 
(530) 957-2810.

42-FT BENETEAU, 2003. Brickyard Cove. 
$165,000. Cruise ready, with watermaker, 
solar with large house bank, upgraded 
windlass, conventional sail w/stack pack. 
This is a well-crafted French-built boat. 
(510) 847-9854.

44-FT KELLY PETERSON, 1977. Kemer 
Turkiz Marina, Turkey. $130,000. Finest 
Kelly Peterson on market today. Mast/
rigging redone 2008, 1993 Perkins 85 
hp/rebuilt 2009. Extensive list of add-
ons/ready to cruise with all of the best 
cruising gear. Fast and beautiful. Owner 
aboard 15 Sept. thru 27 Oct. Kemer Turkiz 
Marina, Turkey. Start your cruise here on 
the turquoise coast. www.grace44.com. 
Email: jking38701@aol.com or call (702) 
767-8322 or (702) 838-2902.

45-FT DOWNEAST Cutter, 1979. San 
Diego, CA. $100,000/obo. Beam 14’ Draft 
6’ 6-cyl Perkins. For sale by owner. One 
of last 45s built by Downeast. Bluewater 
Baja veteran. 7’ galley headroom. Call 
(650) 348-0756.

45-FT WAUQUIEZ CENTURION, 1992. 
$155,000. High quality, fast, performance 
world cruiser. Safely go anywhere. Pas-
sages with 200 mpd made good. We 
cruised the Caribbean and Pacific and 
now she must be sold. Solid FRP hull, 
masthead sloop, removable cutter stay, 
Harken furling, full-batten main, Windpilot 
servo-vane, swimstep transom, Lofrans 
electric windlass, dual-refrigeration, new 
Balmar alternator/digital charger, 1000w 
inverter, ICOM SSB and VHF, Furuno 
radar, lots more. Photo and inventory 
available. $155,000. Discount for quick 
closing. For more info: tunes@aloha.net 
or call (808) 826-6050.

44-FT CSY WO, 1978. Rio Dulce, Gua-
temala. $50,000. Great cruising boat in 
a super cruising location. Owners just 
finished cruising. Aft stateroom needs 
remodel and bottom needs paint. See 
at: www.kanzlerfox.com. You can email: 
vivabob2000@yahoo.com or call (011) 
502-5819-8445.

OFFSHORE PASSAGEMAKING INSTRUCTION IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
John & Amanda Neal are dedicated to providing hands-on, 

documented instruction aboard their Hallberg-Rassy 46 Mahina Tiare III, 
drawing on their combined 502,000 miles and 66 years of experience.

www.mahina.com   •   (360) 378-6131

Going Somewhere?
Stop by our office and take a bundle of Latitude 38 along with you.

Mexico • Caribbean • South Pacific

We promise you’ll be a hero for sharing them with other cruisers!
Latitude 38 • 15 Locust Ave • Mill Valley, CA • (415) 383-8200 • Open M-F 9-5

35 Libertyship Way • Sausalito, CA 94965

Johnson
Evinrude
Mercury 
Nissan

MARINE OUTBOARD COMPANY
Tohatsu
Mariner
Honda

Yamaha

(415) 332-8020
Our certified technicians have repaired, rebuilt, repowered and serviced 
outboards and boats since 1990 for less than anywhere else in the Bay 
Area. How? Less overhead… All repairs and parts come with a 1-year 

warranty; 3-year warranty on new Nissan engines.

R O D G E R S  &  A S S O C I AT E S
Certified

Marine Surveyors
As appointed by Boat US Insurance Services

and Institute of London Underwriters
ASA - NAMS - LLOYDS

Tel: 831-475-4468
jrodgers@rodgersandassociates.com

www.rodgersandassociates.com

e s t a b l i s h e d
1 9 7 8

Vessel Electric
Mobile marine navigation installations
and expansions of existing systems

• Class A, Class B AIS systems and digital TVs
• Raymarine® warranty dealer and certified installer
• NMEA-certified Marine Electronics Installer     • Insured

Brian Theobald • (415) 424-2204

vesselelectric@yahoo.com

Milltech Marine AIS
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48-FT J/145, 2001. Santa Barbara, CA. 
$465,000. Carbon-fiber cruiser/racer. 
High performance boat that’s fast & easy 
to handle. Comfortable cockpit with 
dodger, roller furling, retractable bowsprit. 
Elegant main cabin in varnished cherry 
& leather. B & G electronics, oversized 
winches, autopilot. Lighter & better than 
Swan. Call (805) 896-0173 or email:  
carolyn@goodmanagementsb.com.

40-FT SAMSON CUTTER, 1980. Point 
Richmond. $29,500. Great for SF Bay. 
Traditional wood interior, newer sails and 
rigging, roller furling, autopilot, Dutchman 
flaking, refrigeration, shower. Double bunk 
and two pilot berths. Reliable Volvo diesel. 
Recent Mexico cruise. See more at: www.
svpatriarch.com. Call (707) 961-2080 or 
email: rich@svpatriarch.com.

40-FT PETERSON TWO-TONNER, 
1980. San Diego, CA. $58,000/obo. This 
performance racer/cruiser sailed from 
San Diego to France in 2005 where she 
was totally refit: new Yanmar engine, hull/
deck/mast paint job, bottom fairing, new 
head, rigging verification, new MaxProp, 
etc. After several regattas in France, and 
months cruising the Caribbean, she was 
sailed back to San Diego where upgrades 
continued: New refrigeration, new water 
heater, bottom job/deck paint, March 
2009. Race in SoCal (PHRF 69) then 
cruise the islands in style. Call (619) 467-
6369 or bruno.bomati@gmail.com.

45-FT BENETEAU 45F5, 1991. Ventura, 
CA. $125,000. Racer/cruiser, PHRF-63, 
with 3 cabins, 2 heads, beautiful wood 
interior. Price lowered for quick sale. 
Recent upgrades: New MaxProp 2008, 
fridge, inverter/charger, anchor, windlass. 
Email rkrause@rjk-law.com. Call (559) 
696-9653 or (559) 261-9295.

45-FT EXPLORER, 1978. San Rafael, CA. 
$109,000. Beautiful, lovingly maintained, 
center cockpit sloop/cutter. Constant 
upgrades past 15 years. Good performer, 
bright interior with 2 staterooms/heads. 
Yanmar 62 hp, LPU, radar. Haul & survey 
2008. Email david@winchmate.com or 
call (415) 265-4418.

44-FT TARTAN 4400, 2004. $475,000. 
Hull #1 of Tartan’s newest deck salon. 
Electric winches, Vacuflush heads, full 
batten main, roller genoa, cruising spinna-
ker. Espar central heat, bow thruster. Kato 
davits, Caribe inflatable. Only 170 hours 
on diesel engine. New condition.  See on 
www.youtube.com, search Tartan4400, 
our actual boat! Email: amgjohn@sbc-
global.net or (530) 318-0730.

42-FT VALIANT. $295,000. Never used. 
Never in salt water. Quantum sails, ProFurl 
on jib, autopilot, microwave, Westerbeke 
diesel. Boat is as new, location Valiant 
factory in Texas. Contact Dick May. Email 
boatseller@aol.com or (480) 513-7136.

42-FT CATALINA, 1990. South Beach 
Harbor, San Francisco, CA. $112,000. 
Great condition. New dodger, radar, 
dinghy, chartplotter, autopilot, etc. Ex-
tensive upgrades. Full specs available: 
www.leluya.blogspot.com. Call Thomas, 
(650) 298-9043. 

41-FT FORMOSA KETCH, 1978. Rio 
Dulce, Guatemala. $52,500. Classy 
boat with excellent cruising inventory. 
Fiberglass hull, hardwood and fiberglass 
topsides, aluminum masts. Perkins 4-108 
rebuilt 2005. Radar, wind and solar power, 
hydraulic steering, new fridge 2008. Two 
single, two double berths. Much more. 
Moored in fresh water, easy sail to Belize. 
www.tombuttsmontana.com/dragonlady.html. 
Email: windseeker10@rocketmail.com 
(406) 431-9582.

47-FT CATALINA, 2002. Santa Cruz. 
$239,000. 460 engine hours. Infurling 
main. Electric winch. Captain’s chairs. 
Complete nav pac. Professionally main-
tained. Cleanest Catalina around. A like-
new boat at a fraction of the price. Call for 
specs and pics. (831) 429-1970. 

41-FT X-YACHT, 2001. Pt. Richmond. 
$199,000. Built, looks and sails like a 
SWAN-super strong, beautiful and fast-
PHRF 60. DISP: 16,314 lbs. BAL: 7,716 
lbs. DRAFT: 6’9”. Email billydd@charter.
net or (775) 233-1803. Loaded boat show 
purchase, NEVER chartered, raced or 
cruised, near bristol.

47-FT CUSTOM FIBERGLASS CUTTER, 
2004. Coos Bay, OR. $499,000 Reduced. 
Blue water high latitude cruising sailboat, 
two helms - one enclosed, sleeps six, 
premium equipment, electronics, 85HP 
diesel, 4.2KW generator, workshop, 200+ 
fuel and water, refrigeration, washing 
machine, insulated. Call (541) 888-5688. 
Pictures: www.hyssop.com/boat.

45-FT SPARKMAN & STEPHENS. SEA-
FARER YAWL. San Francisco. Around 
$96,000. Yacht Soltura. Built in Holland 
of solid fiberglass. Sea-kindly and easily 
handled by two people. The amazing 
thing about this classic boat is you can’t 
walk away without taking another look. 
Contact Jerry: gsrumsey@yahoo.com  or 
call (415) 435-3513.

50-FT HUDSON FORCE 50. Offshore 
Cruising Ketch, 1979. Blaine, WA. 
$169,000. Great liveaboard. 5 state-
rooms, 2 heads, 80hp diesel, 200g water, 
watermaker, autopilot, S/S Ham, liferaft, 
dinghy. http:// mysite.verizon.net/resx8t9g. 
svketch50@verizon.net or (360) 371-0904.

41-FT MORGAN CLASSIC MODEL, 
1991. San Carlos, Mexico. $98,000. Primo 
condition. Equipped and ready to cruise. 
Center cockpit, great liveaboard, must 
see to appreciate roominess. Recent 
survey. See blog for equipment list and 
current photos: http:// sailboatvagari.
blogspot.com. Call (520) 825-7551 or 
email stanstrebig@gmail.com.

43-FT ALASKA CUTTER, 1986. Seattle, 
WA. $125,000/obo. Complete restoration 
finished July 2009. New steel plating on 
bottom, new teak/mahg/cedar interior, 
new mechanical systems thru-out. Main-
sail & jib furling. A must see boat! Two 
boat owner is desperate! No reasonable 
offer refused. Call (360) 518-8881 or email 
w.sanderson65@comcast.net.

41-FT SCEPTRE, 1985. Sausalito Yacht 
Harbor. $195,000. Add food and water 
(not too much water, has Spectra water-
maker), leave for South Seas. This cutter 
rigged boat (removable inner headstay) 
has been impeccably maintained and 
systematically upgraded. It has all the 
goodies, including electronics, spare 
parts, nav system, and a Zodiac inflatable 
with o/b. BMW engine. Lots of extras. If 
you don’t know Sceptres, you can see 
them at: www.sceptremarine.com for 
info, pics and specs. No calls after 7:00 
pm PST please: (415) 461-5902. Or email 
sarian1286@aol.com.

50-FT HOLLMAN CUTTER, 1989. Ma-
rina Bay YH, Richmond CA. $199,500. 
Major refit in ‘03, this cutter rig has all 
sails handled from cockpit. SSB, auto-
pilot, VHF, GPS, windlass w 300’ chain, 
reefer/freezer, chart table, big galley, two 
staterooms. Out-of-state owner on board 
most of Sept. Call now to see. Excellent 
upwind slip. Email: franke2u@aol.com or 
call (520) 906-4351.

MULTIHULL DELIVERIES
30+ years & 150,000 miles on multihulls  •  Safe, swift, dependable

worldwide deliveries by USCG licensed ASA instructor Capt. Ralph Drahos

Learn multihull sailing and your boat’s systems with a professional
   (831) 334-6028  •  Owners welcome

N.E. MARINE TITLE
Coast Guard documentation • Title/lien searches • Transfers • Mortgage filing • Escrow services

Local closing facility for brokers or private transactions
30 years experience of doing it right the first time

1150 Ballena Blvd, Alameda, CA  •  (510) 521-4925
KNOWLEDGE = CONFIDENCE 

Call Tom   •   (510) 407-7369

Create a customized engineering manual for your boat. Spend a
day with a licensed marine professional developing diagrams,

parts lists and more made especially for your boat.

COMPLETE MARINE WOODWORK
Design / Restoration • Expert European Craftsmanship • Interior / Exterior 

Repairs / Maintenance • Marine Windows & Frame Replacement
Wood & Dry Rot Repairs • Varnish Work • Marine Painting

References Available • Reasonable Rates • Call (415) 331-6718

Going Somewhere?
Stop by our office and take a bundle of Latitude 38 along with you.

Mexico • Caribbean • South Pacific

We promise you’ll be a hero for sharing them with other cruisers!
Latitude 38 • 15 Locust Ave • Mill Valley, CA • (415) 383-8200 • Open M-F 9-5
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48-FT CUSTOM C&C. Sausal i to. 
$150,000. Custom-built performance 
cruiser, restored. New interior, new 
engine, new electronics, rod rigging, 
sails, North 19 bags. Set up for crew of 
two. Electric winches. Great liveaboard, 
fast, safe, comfortable, well equipped. 
Survey available. Must see and sail. Go 
to: www.captainmarco.com. Email: cap-
tainmarco@cs.com or call  (415) 987-1942 
or (415) 868-2940.

42-FT CATALINA, 1989. Brisbane Marina. 
$108,000. Very clean and well maintained 
with many upgrades. Cruising and 
electronics equipment lists and photos 
available. Contact Pete: (831) 462-3013, 
(415) 793-9376 or jpneener@comcast.net, 
or George at: 415-793-9376.

47-FT PERRY, 1979. Two Harbors Cata-
lina. $179,000. Center-cockpit Cruising 
Cutter. Cruise ready, just add your person-
als and provisions! Bob Perry pedigree, 
bullet-proof construction, professional 
captain/owner updates. Reduced from 
$199K. Email: richvanorsdal@gmail.com 
or call (619) 818-5878.

51 FEET & Over 

56-FT FORMOSA CC KETCH, 1983. 
Alameda. $189,000. Beautiful classic 
lines designed by Bill Garden. This is the 
ultimate bluewater cruiser or liveaboard 
with bright raised center salon, 16-ft beam 
and 1-inch solid fiberglass hull, breathtak-
ing carved teak interior, aft wrap-around 
master cabin with queen bed and van-
ity, charming private forward cabin with 
vanity and settee. 2 heads, showers and 
electric flush, 120-hp Ford Lehman diesel, 
dinghy, davits. 200 gal fuel and water. 
See at: www.halfmoonsail.com. Email: 
gghaibeh@yahoo.com or (650) 208-9887.

51-FT FORMOSA KETCH, 1981. Santa 
Cruz. $97,500, Price reduced. Docu-
mented. 3 br, 2 bath home; adventure 
included. Loving care by 2nd owner for 
24 years. Sitka spruce spars, stainless 
steel crow’s nest. Roller furling main 
(boomless), staysail. Maroon covers. 
Teak interior, varnished throughout. 
Benmar autopilot, radar, VHF, 80-hp 
Ford Lehman diesel, diesel heater, new 
propane range, propane water heater, 
coldplate freezer/fridge. 220 gal. fuel/220 
gal. water. 3 staterooms, 2 heads. Set up 
to singlehand. Call (650) 326-1430  or 
email ewhollandjr@aim.com.

Classic Boats 

32-FT NEW PROTHERO CLASSIC. 
Wood gaff cutter, 2008. Anacortes, WA. 
$68,000. 32’ overall, 26’ on deck. Heav-
ily constructed, fine handling, attractive 
cutter designed and built by Puget Sound 
master boatbuilder Frank Prothero. Cedar 
on sawn fir frames. Traditional rigging. 
Yanmar diesel. 6+’ headroom. Sleeps 3. 
Rare opportunity to own a new tradition-
ally-built classic sailboat. Email or call for 
photos/details: seabird@wavecable.com 
or (360) 707-0588.

30-FT SLOOP, 1939. Port Townsend, 
WA. $32,500. Carefully restored 1939 30’ 
Monk Sr sloop. Tight decks, refastened, 
new rigging, enclosed head, sleeps four. 
Wooden Boat Festival poster boat. Histor-
ic past, iconic presence in Port Townsend, 
WA. With custom Paul Gartside dinghy.  
See at: www.seawitch.larryeifert.com. 
Email: larry@larryeifert.com or call (360) 
379-0703.

superwind.com

SMALL AD, SMALL PRICES  •  RIGGING ONLY
Standing and running rigging, life lines, furling gear, winches, line, windlasses, 

travelers, wire and terminals, blocks, vangs, and much more.  
~ ~ ~ Problem solving and discount mail order are our specialties ~ ~ ~

www.riggingonly.com • (508) 992-0434 • email: sail@riggingonly.com

SAILMAKER TO THE WORLD

MAINSAILS
MIZZENS

STAYSAILS
HEADSAILS

SPINNAKERS
SAILCOVERS

STRONGTRACK

 (510) 523-3337 • leesailsnc@yahoo.com

2021 Alaska Packer Pl. • Grand Marina • Alameda, CA 94501

now 

10% 
OFF

Quality CRUISING Sails for Less!

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Jon Jones, CLU ChFC LUTCF
Agent Lic. #0540977

(650) 583-3927
333 El Camino Real, Suite A • So. San Francisco, CA 94080-5923

jon.jones.b8c4@statefarm.com 

Call Us For A FREE Quote Today
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Multihulls 
45-FT FONTAIN PAJOT, 1988. San Carlos 
Mexico. $210,000 USD. ‘88 Fountain 
Pajot catamaran, 45’ twin 28 hp diesels, 
dedicated engine rooms, 3 staterooms w/ 
full size beds, 1-tool room, 2-heads (1-
electric 1-manual toilet), separate shower 
& shower on swim step, 2-GPS’s, AIS, ra-
dar, 2-VHF radios, ham radio, refrigerator 
in galley and refrigerator/freezer in star-
board hull, propane stove & barbecue, 6-
hp diesel generator W/160 amp alternator 
and 24 GPH water maker, 2-solar panels 
& wind generator, 160 gallons fuel, 100 
gallons fresh water electric windlass, 180 
feet 3/8 chain rode, salt water wash down, 
diesel heater, new aluminum dinghy w/15 
hp outboard, liferaft, US flagged. Located 
in San Carlos, Mexico, Sea of Cortez (no 
sales taxes). Email: vik@inreach.com or 
(209) 743-6275.

40-FT SEARUNNER, 1979. Blaine, WA. 
$80,000. Among best in class. Well 
designed, constructed, maintained, 
equipped. Veteran of five-year cruise 
2001-2006. Refit and survey 2007. 
Sleeps six, 15 sails, 30hp diesel, radar, 
autopilot, windvane, watermaker, 2 sail-
ing dinghies, SSB radio, solar panels, 
wind gen, life raft, new paint. Awesome 
cruising boat. Moored Blaine, WA, just 
south of Canadian border. See more at:  
http://searunner40seafire.wordpress.com. 
Email svseafire@yahoo.com or call (360) 
756-5004.

55-FT CATANA 531. Newport Beach. 
$549,000. Cruise the world in comfort, 
speed and safety. Excellent condition, 
many spares, sprit, 2004 Yanmars with 
sd40s, 8.5kw, 55-gph watermaker, stall 
shower, 5 electric winches, good sail 
inventory, many upgrades. 3 autopilots, 
SSB, radar, Inmarsat mini-M, Micro-
Commander controls, 12’ Caribe with 
25 hp, solar array, Profurl electric jib 
furler, computer with world charts, new 
Sealand electric heads, inverter, much 
much more. High quality. Prime Newport 
Beach mooring available. Call (949) 295-
4116 or (949) 675-0617 or  you can email: 
jerrywoods37@hotmail.com.

38-FT ATHENA CATAMARAN, 1995.  
La Paz, Mexico. $169,000. Fully equipped 
cruising boat with numerous upgrades. 
Pack a bathing suit and go. Go to web-
site for for pics and specs: http://home.
mindspring.com/~kkcordes/id22.html. 
Email kkcordes@mindspring.com or call 
(510) 708-9671.

34-FT GEMINI 105M, 2000. Point Rich-
mond (Brickyard Cove). $130,000. Get 
in on the multihull fun with the world’s 
most popular cruising catamaran. Well 
equipped, three headsails, traveler, davits, 
14’ beam fits in most 40’ berths. Great 
Bay boat, proven bluewater design. Email: 
kirk@seguecon.com or (510) 367-0500.

26-FT TELSTAR TRAILERABLE TRI, 
1970. Chico. $15,000/obo. Hull #139. 
4 stroke 15 Johnson electric start, gen, 
2-axle trailer, sails, rigging. Needs TLC. 
Sound boat needs to get back to salt 
water. Email jcdown@hotmail.com or call  
(530) 370-0976.

Power & Houseboats 

65-FT WOOD CLASSIC, 1939. Heavy 
built ex-trawler. GMC 12V-71, 21-kw gen-
erator. Full electronics. Lots of equipment. 
Ready to go. Would make great conver-
sion. Will consider any reasonable offer. 
More pics/details. Call  (707) 964-5423 or 
email ancona@mcn.org.

43.5-FT LABELLE TRAWLER. Sausalito 
outstanding view berth. Volvo diesels, 500 
hours, 7.5 Onan. Roomy glass-enclosed 
sundeck. Full canvas. Large custom gal-
ley. Master with walkaround queen, tub + 
comfortable guest stateroom with large 
bed, head. Excellent workmanship/con-
dition. Will sacrifice. May finance, rent or 
trade. (415) 331-5251.

50-FT CUSTOM, 1950. Wilmington, CA. 
$65,000. Built by Lockheed to perform 
coastwise surveys and hydrographic 
studies, this steel cruiser has 2,000g fuel 
tank and 650g water. Master cabin, gal-
ley and wheel house make this an ideal 
coastwise home. Built to military stan-
dards. Main engine: Turbo 8V71 Genera-
tor: 3V71 driving 30KW Delco. Completely 
new main cabin. Call (805) 772-7472 or 
email paul@associatedpacific.com.

25-FT SKIPJACK SPORT FISHERMAN, 
1988. Bodega Bay. $20,000. 260 hp 
Mercruiser, Furuno radar, VHF, Loran, trim 
tabs, Porta-Potti, galley, reefer, 20 gal. 
water. Little use for past two years. Email 
dasgnome@msn.com or (707) 365-2498.

28-FT PROTECTOR, 2001. Lake Tahoe. 
Beautiful center console Protector. 99% 
fresh water use. Two 225-hp Yamahas, 
under 400 hours. Teak sole. Rear seat. 
GPS/chartplotter. VHF. Excellent condi-
tion and very fast.  (530) 583-4000 or (530) 
518-8500. GD@DorlandProperties.com.

50-FT GOLDCOAST, 1978. Berkeley Ma-
rina. $65,000. Spacious houseboat with 
salon, galley, multiple berths. Very clean, 
recent refurbishments. Many windows. 
Wood parquet floor. Rear deck w/awning 
looks out on water, Berkeley hills. Electric 
range, refrigerator, microwave, water 
heater; double sink, many cabinets. Air 
conditioning. Two heads/showers, electric 
toilets. 2nd helm on top deck, 3’2” draft 
for Delta. Cruises up to 10 knots, faster 
on plane. Twin OMC 454’s, genset. Selling 
because going on extended cruise. Partial 
owner financing may be available. Email 
goldcoast50@earthlink.net or call (510) 
229-9047.

Partnerships 
EXPRESS 34, 1987 Marina Village. 
Very good condition, set up for racing, 
day sailing, weekend cruising. New car-
bon main and #3. Fast and comfortable. 
Looking for 1 or 2 non-equity partners, 
$450/month for 1/4 share. Call John (510) 
366-1476 or email j_tuma@comcast.net.

J/105 FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP. 
Alameda. $525 / month. J/105 fractional 
ownership available for day sailing / club 
racing. ‘BoatShare by J/World’ manages 
and maintains. Loaded with options, im-
maculate condition. Monthly fee for full 
ownership privileges, zero hassle. See: 
www.sailing-jworld.com/boatshare_for_
members.htm. Call (408) 218-4370 or 
email sharris@boatsharebyjworld.com.

35-FT J/109, 2004. Belvedere, CA. J/109 
sailboat partnership. Mint condition 
J/109. Active SF racer/cruiser. 1st in SF 
Bay J/109 Division, 3rd in 2008 PHRF. 
Also, great family cruiser, sleeps 6+, full 
kitchen, for Delta, Bay or coast. Interested 
parties only. Email ahoys@earthlink.net or 
call (415) 717-3664 or (415) 819-4589.

CATALINA 380, 2001 Sausalito. 1/8 to 
1/4 equity share starts at $325 month plus 
buy-in. Loaded with equipment & elec-
tronics. In-mast furling main. Easy to sail. 
Maintained in excellent condition. Very 
organized partnership. Check it out at: 
http:// picasaweb.google.com/sailbarca/
2001Catalina380. Email sailbarca@gmail.
com or call (415) 235-6033.

CATALINA 30 SHARE. Sausalito. $270/
month. Start September - get 3 free 
months. Best slip with parking. 5 min. 
to Bay, 30 to Angel Island. Walk to bars/
restaurants. Wheel, diesel, cushions, jib 
furler, mast, more. Non-equity. 6 days 
max/month for 1 year. Call (415) 332-5442 
or email Leeloves2sail@hotmail.com.

ISLANDER 36, 1977 PARTNERSHIP. 
Oakland Yacht Club Marina, Alameda. 
1/4 or 1/2 share, easy to handle Bay sailer 
and cruiser, active class association, $300 
per month for 1/4 share plus buy-in. Call  
(510) 520-6596.

South of the Border 

LUXURIOUS PUNTA ESMERALDA VILLA. 
With mooring, La Cruz on Banderas Bay. 
Fully equipped ocean-front villa, 3 guest 
suites (3 king beds+1 king-air), wi-fi, 
Canada Star Choice HDTV/DVR+, perfect 
for cruisers with visiting friends or family; 
1 mi from La Cruz harbor or use sturdy 
9’-depth mooring in front of villa. Early 
mid-November discount available for 
cruisers. Details: www.VRBO.com, url 
photos: http://tinyurl.com/klzfts. Email:  
canada3rental@gmail.com. Call (650) 
948-3678 or (650) 283-4491.

CONDO RENTALS. Near Vallarta Yacht 
Club. Two adjacent condos overlooking 
Paradise Village Marina. Each 2 br, 2 
bath with Jacuzzi, pool and amenities. 
Access to Sports & Beach Club. Rent 
one or both. Email: nwardmoore@gmail.
com. Call (925) 208-1601 or (011) 52-
322-297-7559.

MULTIHULL YACHT DESIGNER  •  MARINE SURVEYOR
John R. Marples, CMS • Certified, National Association of Marine Surveyors

Multihull Design Specialist  •  Pleasure and Commercial

  www.searunner.com  •  (707) 343-1378  •  marplesmarine@comcast.net
Design office for Jim Brown Searunner, Seaclipper & Constant Camber Multihulls

PROFESSIONAL DELIVERY CAPTAINS
San Diego based, USCG Master 100 GT. Sail and power. ASA-certified

instructional deliveries. Panama Canal and Hawaii crossing experienced.
(619) 913-7834 • davidhbrotherton@yahoo.com

Latitude 38 Crew Party
Come to our Mexico-Only Crew List Party and Baja Ha-Ha Reunion, 

Wednesday, September 9, at Encinal YC in Alameda, 6-9 pm.
Free for 2009 Baja Ha-Ha skippers and first mates; $7 for everyone else.

See www.latitude38.com for details

Crew ListNeed Crew?

Visit our website and sign up as Skipper or Crew  •  It’s Free

A Boat to Crew on?Latitude 38

Find out about our next Crew Party: Wed. Sept. 9 at Encinal Yacht Club
More info: www.latitude38.com/crewlist/Crew.html or call (415) 383-8200



CHARTER DIRECT & SAVE $$$$. 
Owner’s time available for discount char-
ter. Beautiful Moorings 4600 cat, Hope, 
featured in Latitude 38. Based in beautiful 
Belize. Book direct and save big bucks. 
Email: dpetty@thoratec.com.

SAILING THE SEA OF CORTEZ IN LA PAZ. 
We have a Herreshoff 28 and a MacGregor 
26 for charter. All proceeds go to the 
charities we have supported for 20 years 
here in LaPaz. More at: www.sailing-baja.
com. Email: info@hacienda-sol.com or 
call (011-52) 612-123-5440.

PLAN YOUR MEXICAN GETAWAY NOW. 
At the brand-new, gorgeous Cielo Y 
Mar condos. Located in Punta Mita, 35 
minutes from Puerto Vallarta, available to 
rent from private owner. On the beach, 10 
feet from the water, they offer spectacular 
views of ocean and mountains, the big-
gest infinity pool in the area, an endless 
beach, great surf breaks, great fishing, 
tremendous views of whales, bird life 
and the islands. While uncrowded and 
tranquil, just a five-minute walk to several 
waterfront restaurants. Choose from a 
spacious, beautifully furnished one or 
three-bedroom unit, or an amazing two-
story penthouse with lovely shade trellis 
on the top floor. To reserve, call: Doña 
de Mallorca (415) 599-5012. See details: 
www.puntamitabeachfrontcondos.com.

Gear 
ANCHORS. Walnut Creek. Guardian G-37 
$225, G-55 $350, 250’ nylon rode $125, 
EPIRB $500, Mob Module $550, bosun’s 
chair with fall $150, 75’ shore power cord 
$75, Olin flare gun $50, Oil extraction kit 
$40, diesel and water cans. Call (925) 
285-0351 or (925) 314-0454.

55-FT ALUMINUM MAST, RIGGING. 
BOOM, SAILS. From 40’ freshwater 
sloop. Main, furling 135, furling gear, 
working and staysail. Also Perkins 4-108, 
Viking-40 aluminum anchor, chain and 
rode, winches, bosun’s chair and more. 
Lake Tahoe. Call Steve for list and prices. 
(775) 588-1881.

LIFERAFT / SELF TACKING JIB BOOM. 
Givens 6 Person offshore valise liferaft. 
Top of the line raft with current certifi-
cate, repacked and upgraded last year - 
$3,000. Forespar self tacking jib boom, 
hardly used, fits most boats 42’ and 
smaller - $1,250. Call (510) 522-0547 or 
email wayne@sailing-jworld.com.

74-FT MAST DESIGNED FOR CATAMARAN. 
Best offer. (415) 269-5165.

PARATECH: 9’/18’ PARANCHORS. 
72” Drogue, Kenwood TKM707-SSB, 
autotuner, Trace 2512 inverter, Powersur-
vivor35, mast steps, Shipmate kerosene 
heater, Colestove, 12vdc windlasses, 
Outbacker Marine/ham antenna, CQR25, 
14Delta, stainless hvy dty davits, BBQ, 
2.5-8hp outboards, headsails, divegear, 
Rennai waterheater, Avon: motormts, 
pumpsseats. Shark bangstick. (415) 497-
3731 or email brad-low@sbcglobal.net.

TRANSMISSION - PARAGON P23L.  
rebuilt 2008 SF Bay Area. $1,750/obo. 
1979 Paragon P23L marine transmission. 
Rebuilt by J. W. Marine of San Diego in 
January of 2008, never used. Call Jim at 
(925) 708-0064 or (530) 756-6214. Email: 
jameswstevens@yahoo.com.

STAND-PIPE DECK DAVIT. $1,900. 
Nautical Structures YD-600. Manual op-
eration. 600 lb capacity. Good condition. 
New $6,000, asking $1,900. Call (916) 
383-5576.

NORVANE SELF STEERING WINDVANE. 
$800. Model #18 for boats 27 to 30 ft. Was 
on my Ericson 27. Didn’t need it. Very 
good condition. Extras. Call Dave. Check 
it out online: www.norvane.com. Email: 
demccrary@aol.com or (831) 728-0787.

DIESEL ENGINES. Two GM Yanmar 14hp 
diesels, $1,700. 16hp Universal Diesel, 
$1,800. Westerbeke 40/Perkins 4107 
Diesel, just rebuilt, $2,600. 5344 Univer-
sal Diesel engine, $2,100. All above can 
be installed by my trained cockroaches. 
Email: 1944baby@gmail.com or (415) 
272-5776.

ALUMINUM THREE SPREADER MAST. 
$15,000/obo. Discontinuous rod rigging, 
P 54.5 feet, 64.5 feet over all. Gooseneck 
and vang brackets, spin pole track. Stout 
mast in good condition. Contact Matthew 
at: mco@cruzio.com or (831) 750-5279.

BAJA HA-HA GEAR San Francisco. 
Furuno FX207 fax, Fortress FX-55 w/stor-
age bag, Paratech 18’ sea anchor w/400’ 
special rode, Paratech 72” drogue, SGC 
2000 SSB w/SGC230 Tuner, Aim 2000 
Full Sine Wave inverter, Johnson 3.3 hp 2 
stroke o/b, Pur Survivor ‘06 watermaker, 
Baja Filter, ACR Satellite 406 EPIRB 
(needs battery). Sailrite straight stitch sew-
ing machine in as-new condition. Many 
of above never used/in original packing. 
Numerous offshore coats and trousers 
from Musto for medium adult male (140-
180 lbs). Prices VERY competitive. Email:
sibrear@pacbell.net or (415) 307-5929.

BLUE PELICAN MARINE

(510) 769-4858  •  www.bluepelicanmarine.com

A sailor’s consignment store located at Grand Marina, Alameda
Sails  •  Winches  •  Instruments  •  Blocks  •  Sailing Books

Charts  •  Outboards  •  Rigging  •  Hardware  •  Safety Gear  •  More 

boat  bottom  scrubbing  &  more  . . . 
415  331  7215      william@gotzinc.com
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• Engine Sales, Service and Parts
• Engine Repowering and Rebuilding
• Complete Marine Engine Service

(415) 332-0455

MARINE ENGINE CO.
licensed dealer for above

Perkins  •  Yanmar  •  Atomic 4  •  Volvo 

CALL NOW FOR LOW ENGINE QUOTES

Ryan's Marine
Specializing in Marine Electrical Services 

for Your Boat

(510) 385-3842
Ryan Schofield 
Owner since 1997

•	Electrical system installations from inverters to 
	 electronics packages
•	Troubleshooting of existing systems
•	Dealer for the complete Balmar product line
•	Head and holding tank installations

email: 
rssailor@yahoo.com

Call for Info on SeaTech Packages and CAPN Demo DiskCall for Info on SeaTech Packages and CAPN Demo Disk

COMPUTER ABOARD?

SEATECH SYSTEMS
800.444.2581 281.334.1174

info@sea-tech.com  www.sea-tech.com

TM

CAPN & Digital Charts
AIS      WiFi     Cellular Amps

SatPhones: Iridium & Globalstar
HF SSB Radio & Pactor Modems

Wireless E-mail

Call for Info on SeaTech Packages and CAPN Demo Disk

COMPUTER ABOARD?

SEATECH SYSTEMS
800.444.2581 281.334.1174

info@sea-tech.com  www.sea-tech.com

TM

CAPN & Digital Charts
AIS      WiFi     Cellular Amps

SatPhones: Iridium & Globalstar
HF SSB Radio & Pactor Modems

Wireless E-mail
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Miscellaneous 
LOST SKIFF REWARD. White, 9-10 ft. 
round bottom, fiberglass, wooden seats, 
centerboard trunk, oak and rub rails. Bow 
eye missing. This tender is missed much 
by sailing family. Please contact Michael. 
(415) 637-4851. Thank you.

BRISBANE MARINA ANNOUNCES.  
a Lien Sale of 2 sailboats, Sunday, Sep-
tember 20 at 1 PM. Lien Sale viewing at 
noon. Come to Harbor Master’s office: 
400 Sierra Point Parkway at the Brisbane 
Marina, Brisbane. From Highway 101 
take the Sierra Point Parkway exit and 
follow the signs to the Marina. For sale: 
29’ Islander sailboat built in 1969 and a 
32’ Clipper sailboat built in 1972. This is 
an auction. www.ci.brisbane.ca.us. Email: 
harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us or call 
(650) 583-6975 for info.

Trailers 
TRIAD J/24 BOAT TRAILER $250/obo. 
1993 Triad J/24 Boat trailer for sale. 
Email: huntsails@comcast.net or call 
(925) 330-7849.

Clubs & Memberships 
SINGLE SKIPPERS AND CREW.  
of all abilities are invited to join the Single 
Sailors Association. Membership includes 
daysailing, raft-ups, invaluable onboard 
training, social events. Meetings held 2nd 
Thursday, Ballena Bay Yacht Club. Check 
out: www.bbyc.org. Social-6:30 pm. 
Meeting-7:30 pm. Guests welcome. (510) 
233-1064 See: www.singlesailors.org.

Property Sale/Rent 

HAWAIIAN OCEANFRONT: BUY/RENT. 
Oahu’s north shore. 3br/2br totally remod-
elled home, 32 feet from water. Unique, 
secluded enclave offering expansive 
sandy beaches, water sports, historic 
towns, small harbor nearby. Rent to 
Latitude 38 readers starts at $185/night. 
Some conditions apply. Creative sale pos-
sible. Let me help you find your Hawaiian 
dream. Call (415) 999-5626.

DELTA DREAM HOME. Bethel Island, 
CA. Sailing couple preparing to follow 
their dream. For sale or long-term lease. 
Waterfront home and dock on deep water 
Piper Slough. 3 minutes to Franks Tract & 
fast water. Newly remodeled 2 bedroom, 2 
bath, plus 900+ sq. ft. Great Room. New 
hardwood deck, new windows and doors, 
new roof, additional out-buildings, all with 
expansive water views, most desirable 
neighborhood on the island. Contact 
Chad & Lorie: westmac@sbcglobal.net 
or call (925) 684-3636.

TWO MARINA VILLAGE CONDOS. 
become one detached home. Alameda. 
$1,275,000. Your dreams become reality... 
this splendid home in Marina Village is 
detached and comprised of two condos 
transformed into one fabulous home! With 
one of the best locations in the village, you 
will enjoy a perfect view of the marina, 
lagoon, park and the Oakland hills. At 
the end of a cul-de-sac this stand-alone 
offers 5 bedrooms, 4 baths and is approx. 
2700 sq. ft. It has a steam room, spa tub, 
patio and deck overlooking your boat! 
There are too many wonderful upgrades 
to list. www.wendysanda.com. Call (510) 
331-0963 or wendy@wendysanda.com.

Berths & Slips 
NEED SLIP IN SF MARINA. Looking for 
slip in SF Marina. Must be 35ft minimum. 
Will consider buying a boat. Thanks, 
Marc. Emal: marcvayn@gmail.com or call  
(650) 534-6742.

ST FRANCIS MARINA. San Francisco. 
$375/month. 40’ calm slip, west harbor, 
sub-rental - 6 months. (530) 520-3068.

50-FT PRIME SLIP. Pier 39, SF. $46,000. 
F-Dock, Slip 11, east side. Protected from 
wind. Close to gangway, showers and 
marina office. Covered parking across 
street with special rates for owners. Email 
scorch@tempest-edge.com or call (559) 
355-6572.

BERTH AVAILABLE. San Francisco.  
36-ft berth at Pier 39. Very close in. Rental 
by month or annually. (415) 474-2474.

36’ SLIP @ PIER 39. San Francisco. 
$7,500/obo. B-dock, close-in with wide, 
EZ access and all amenities, including 
parking, utilities and more. Contact John 
for more info. Email hingley@gmail.com 
or call (415) 819-0489.

Non Profit 
BOATING SKILLS AND SEAMANSHIP. 
(power) Sailing Skills and Seaman-
ship (sailors) courses offered by USCG 
Auxiliary Flotilla 17. Learn: Essentials of 
boating/sailing and seamanship; Naviga-
tion; Weather; Communications; Knots. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 8-Nov. 5, 
7:30-9:30 at YBI. $75; Contact: (415) 285-
1100 or email FSO-PE@flotilla17.org.

MARIN POWER & SAIL SQUADRON. 
50 years offering tuition-free safe boating 
classes. America’s Boating Class starts 
September 15, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
7 to 9 pm in Novato. Textbook $40. For 
registration and information, call (415) 
924-2712.

Crew 
MARINE ENGINEER AVAILABLE FOR. 
Baja Ha-Ha. Coast Guard licensed Marine 
Engineer available for Baja Ha-Ha. Chief 
unlimited horsepower license (can fix 
stuff). Has sailing experience, crewed 
charter experience in the Caribbean 
aboard sail & power yachts. Fit, amiable, 
easygoing and responsible. (727) 772-
3098 or email: curranman@gmail.com.

Trying to Locate 
Need help locating Papillon. And 
other Hinckley Pilot 35s to update their his-
tory online: www.hinckleypilot35.ning.com. 
Email: bonni@exploramar.com.

Job Opportunities 
INSTRUCTORS WANTED. Sailing and 
Power boating. Award Winning Club Nau-
tique is seeking friendly instructors with 
solid boating and people skills for part-
time teaching in Alameda and Sausalito. 
We have the newest fleet on the Bay and 
the most active Coastal program in the 
nation. Advance your skills, work with 
professional staff and have fun on the 
water. Includes boat use privileges and 
membership benefits. Licensed captains 
call or email: schooldirector@clubnau-
tique.net or call (510) 865-4700.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT AND/OR.  
boat-worker. One or two people, pt or ft, 
help with business, organization, upgrad-
ing boats. Interests in mortgage and real 
estate brokerage, boat remodeling, sales. 
Sausalito. Ability to travel a plus. Lodging 
possibly included. (415) 331-5251.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY 
DUAL AXEL 7500 LB. Tahoe City. $4,000. 
Custom built 2002 SBT 7 adjustable pads, 
fits sailboats 25’-32’. Excellent condition, 
recently serviced brakes, 1,200 miles. 
Email: cattmarine@gmail.com or call 
(530) 277-8155.

38-FT ISLAND PACKET 380, 1999. Lima, 
Peru. Terra Firma is a proven cruiser and 
liveaboard, loaded and in excellent condi-
tion. Watermaker, radar, spinnaker, solar 
panels, wind generator, Hydrovane, B&G 
electronics, navigation computer. Only 
$70/mo. mooring at Yacht Club Peruano! 
Accepting offers from $225,000. See at: 
www.svterrafirma.smugmug.com. Email:  
carrie_kinnison@yahoo.com.

34-FT TARTAN CLASSIC, 1978. S&S 
design. Olin Stephens said one of his 
best. Hull 505 of last produced. Fully 
equipped, re-fit, auto-steer, priced right. 
See it now if you want more than a play 
thing! (916) 257-2910.

36-FT MARINE TRADER CLASSIC. 
TRAWLER, 1974. Alameda. $45,000. 
Classic style, with all of the new systems, 
comfort and saftey features (fuel systems, 
electrical systems, hydraulic steering, gal-
ley, aft stateroom, and more) of a brand 
new boat! Peregrine has everything from 
a diesel genset to a sailing dinghy. This 
Marine Trader double-stateroom trawler 
is completely redone to live on and for 
extended coastal cruising. Our plan 
change is your chance to benefit from 
this total re-fit. Call Pat. For details and 
photos: www.patsysweb.com/Peregrine.
pdf. Email: pat.boatguy@yahoo.com or 
call (510) 666-7654.

20-FT CAL, 1963. Berkeley Marina, O-11. 
$1000/obo. New bottom in Nov. 2008. 
Enlarged forward hatch. 5 horse Nissan 
2 stroke. Topping lift. One Jib, 2 mains, 
compass. Fiberglass over wood rudder. 
LED running lights. Needs upper deck 
paint. Sails great. Medical problems, must 
sell. Email: ograham@sbcglobal.net or call 
(510) 548-4676.

THIS COULD BE YOU…
Let the Classy Classified business ads work for you.

Submit online at:
www.latitude38.com

www.customsewing4you.com (415) 305-8485

Specializing in:
ewingC Sustom Indoor/Outdoor Fabrics

Marine Cushions & Accessories
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Classy

          
         

  Idea!

LIVEABOARD SLIPS AVAILABLE ON THE NOYO RIVER
Fort Bragg, CA. Minutes from Mendocino

Includes water, power, wifi, bathrooms, showers, laundry.
Dolphin Ise Marina • Toll free: 866-964-4113

For the best – and most exposure – of your classified ad… 
submit your ad safely online at: www.latitude38.com .

Your ad will be posted online within two business days, 
appear in the next issue of the magazine,

 and remain online until the following issue is released.
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JUST YOU AND THE SEA…

Punta Mita Beachfront Condos
Call Doña de Mallorca for reservations!

1.415.599.5012
www.puntamitabeachfrontcondos.com

…and the jacuzzi, 
the 80-ft long pool, the surf, 

the Punta Mita anchorage, and the 4-mile distant 
Tres Marietas Islands

NEED 
CASH 
FAST?

Advertise your USED MARINE GEAR 

in ourClassyClassifieds
THIS STUFF SELLS FAST!

Deadline is the 18th at 5pm. See page 168 for details.

WEDLOCK, RAMSAY & WHITING

Vessel surveys,
consulting, deliveries.

Marine Surveyors

www.norcalmarinesurveyors.com

(415) 505-3494

Serving the
Bay Area

since 1980

Makela Boatworks
Family owned since 1948

Wooden Boat Building • Repair and Restoration

19280 South Harbor Drive • Fort Bragg, CA 95437

(707) 964-3963
email: howard@makelaboatworks.com • www.Makelaboatworks.com

Contact Dockmaster: Juan Sebastian Estrada
Ph/Fax from US: 011 52 322 297 7000

juan@marinanuevovallarta.com
 www.marinanuevovallarta.com

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• 230 Mooring Spaces 22'-130' long
• 15-year long-term lease available

2009
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DIESEL FUEL
FILTERING

Purify Diesel Fuel & Flush Tanks
Process scrubs, polishes, removes algae, dirt, sludge, rust, water, and 
foreign particles from diesel fuel. Includes internal tank washdown. 
Save your  injectors, costly engine repair and down time.

Since 1989. Fully insured. Your berth or boat yard.

(510) 521-6797      Fax: (510) 521-3309

www.dieselfuelfilterings.com

Stainless Steel
Screws, Bolts, Nuts & More

Stainless Steel Marine Hardware, 
Rigging & Fittings at 

Reasonable Prices.

Or call toll-free 
for catalog and to order

(888) 433-3484

See our complete catalog & order on the Web.

1,000 Used Sails
Listed at

minneysyachtsurplus.com
We Buy Good Used Sails
and Marine Equipment

MINNEY’S YACHT SURPLUS
1500 Newport Bl., Costa Mesa, CA

949-548-4192  •  minneys@aol.com
“We keep boating affordable!”

Duck that Barge!                            Trim that Sail!

Did/does the person you've tried to learn to sail with
have a Square Mouth?

Learn with Afterguard – the 'no yelling' Sailing Academy
Great Prices  •  Great Instruction  •  ASA Certifications

(510) 535-1954 office  •  www.afterguard.net

Starboard!

engines • parts • service

1-800-326-5135We Ship
Anywhere

AUTHORIZED POWER CENtER

Call us for

your nearest

Volvo P
enta dealer 

1-800-326-5135

(415) 453-1001
FAX: (415) 453-8460

www.helmutsmarine.com
619 Canal Street

San Rafael, CA 94901

THE SAIL WAREHOUSE
P h . ( 8 3 1 )  6 4 6 - 5 3 4 6      w w w. t h e s a i lw a r e h o u se . c o m

®

NEW AND USED SAILS!NEW AND USED SAILS!
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AREHOUSE
AIL

Specializing in production boats and featuring the largest selection
of stock sails available anywhere! Save with warehouse volume

discounts on Stock Sails, Custom Sails, Sail Covers, Furlers and
Accessories. All top Quality. 

All  Fully 
Guaranteed!

• Full Batten Mains
• Furling Genoas
• Storm Jibs
• Trysails
• Furling Units
• Custom Canvas
• Used Sails
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DONATE YOUR VESSEL
•	Donate your boat or equipment 

for a tax deduction

•	Learn about our For Sale by 
Owner program plus tax deduction

•	Topside cleaning service,  
$2.00/foot

Fundraiser for Ship 65 Sea Scouts 
and Maritime Learning Center

www.seaeagle.homestead.com

650-380-5535

Friendly, helpful, fully bilingual staff

TEL: 01152 612 122 1646
email: marinalapaz@prodigy.net.mx

www.marinadelapaz.com
Apdo. Postal 290, La Paz, 23000, Baja California Sur, Mexico

All new hardwood docks • Wireless Internet
Dinghy landing with potable water

New protective piling & sheetpile breakwaters • And more!

FULL
SERVICE
MARINA

PARTS
YANMAR • UNIVERSAL • WESTERBEKE

PERKINS • ISUZU • PATHFINDER • ATOMIC 4

SERVICE
DIESEL ENGINES

Barbara Campbell

351 EMBARCADERO
OAKLAND, CA 94606 (510) 465-1093

Tax Deduction

• Dry Storage 
Available

• Fuel Dock
• Salty's Bait & Tackle

800 Slips 20-60 ft
"Your Destination for a Full Service Marina"

Sausalito, Ca

• Sport Fishing
• Restaurant
• West Marine
• Launch Ramp
• Pump Out
• Laundry Facility

• Private Restrooms 
and Showers

• Anderson's Boat Yard
• Guest Slips Available

310 Harbor Drive, Sausalito, CA 94965
(415) 332-3500  •  www.clipperyacht.com 

Brand 

new concrete 

docks!

30 years experience • Universal/Westerbeke dealers
Repairs/Tune-ups all models • Engine Surveys, Instruction

510-435-8870BAY MARINE DIESEL

AT YOUR SLIP!
Marine Diesel Specialists 

AT YOUR SLIP!

baymarinediesel@comcast.net
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www.svhotwire.com        727.943.0424

keep batteries charged!
•	KISS wind generators
•	Solar panels and MORE 

USE BATTERIES EFFICIENTLY!
•	LED lights
•	Engel fridge/
	 freezers
•	Port fans and
	 more

MORE ENERGY!

Society of Accredited 

Marine Surveyors®

Serving Northern California

Jesse Brody, AMS® 
415.342.0757 

jesse@baymarinesurvey.com 

Tom List, AMS® 
415.332.5478 

listmarine@yahoo.com

Jack Mackinnon, AMS®/SMS 
510.276.4351 

surveyjack@aol.com

Chris Nye, SA® 
925.285.9704 

nyesurveying@gmail.com

Francoise Ramsay, AMS® 
415.497.7409 

framsay@comcast.net

Randell Sharpe, AMS® 
877.337.0706 

rsharpe@sharpesurveying.com

Susan Tupper, SA 
916-216-4374 

susantupper@ymail.com

Rick Whiting, SA 
415.740.2924 

captain_rick@sbcglobal.net

POWER & SAIL

2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda, CA 94501
sales@newerayachts.com
(510) 523-5988

www.newerayachts.com

MORE SAILBOAT LISTINGS:
56' Formosa ketch, 1983.............................................................$189,500
55' Camper & Nicholson, 1971....................................................$279,000
47' Vagabond ketch, 1981...............Most boat for the money.....$144,900
43' Hans Christian ketch, 1979........Bluewater voyager..............$124,900
43' Morgan center cockpit, 1985.....All the comforts of home.....$117,000
40' Lancer aft cockpit, 1981.............Great liveaboard....................$54,900
39' Cal s/v Windfall, 1982................A Cal classic..........................$69,500
39' Santana sloop, 1979................................................................$41,500
38' Hans Christian cutter, 1985.......Ocean ready........................$109,900
36' Islander sloop, 1976..................Popular Bay boat...................$36,995
31' Hunter, 1987............................................................................$27,500
29' Cal, 1976...................................Popular since 1976.................$9,500
20' Ranger Daysailer, 1981.............Easy and fun...........................$3,900

46' BENETEAU 461, 1998
Very well equipped and maintained Baja vet 
is ready to go again. In Alameda – must see.

Great value at $225,000

41' MORGAN OUT ISLAND, 1982
This spacious cruiser has enjoyed cruising 
Baja before. Lots of gear at a great price. 

Asking $89,500

Big Deals on Sail!

New Listing

Baja Ready
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24 hr donate line
BOATS • VEHICLES • HOUSES

Help us feed, house and provide medicine to the poor.

Receive CASH and a TAX BENEFIT!
godmantv@yahoo.com

1-800-303-3351 ~ Since 1980

RECOVERY METALS
WE BUY USED:

boats, parts, engines, houses, trailers, 
foreclosures, motorhomes

Demolition & Recycling Services
24-hour emergency pickup!

(800) 995-8595
recoverymetals@yahoo.com

Contact
Larry Bond

Broker

Larryb@seamarineco.com
Local: 360-385-4000
Free: 800-952-6962

419 Jackson St.
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Lapworth 50, built to race the Transpac.
A proven blue-water racer/cruiser,

total rebuild/refit 1997-2002.
$175,000



Custom Steel Pilothouse LRC 63 (1976)
Ready-to-go global cruiser just completed 

$100,000 maintenance/upgrade service. Twin 
185hp Perkins for economy and dual gensets. 

Three cabins + crew’s quarters. Asking $389,000 
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Swan 53 (1987) 
Mistress has been exceptionally well maintained by 
a professional crew and is a beautiful Swan 53. Her 
factory-installed aft companionway makes her much 
more accessible than the standard 53. She has a new 
teak deck and is in excellent shape. Sale Pending

Swan 371 (1981)
A Ron Holland design which is very well 
equipped with newer electronics, sails

and has been well maintained.
Asking $120,000

Beneteau First 40.7 (2001)
White Dove has just won the

2008 West Coast IRC Championship
and is in top condition.

Asking $160,000

Swan 45 (2003)
Race or cruise. Rancho Deluxe won her class
in the TransPac and was second twice in the

Big Boat Series. This boat has all the gear to go 
cruising and is in perfect condition. $625,000

Swan 40 (1996)
Frers design, exceptionally well maintained, 

2-cabin performance cruiser. Awlgrip Flag Blue 
hull, comprehensive sail inventory, and full in-slip 

cover. Asking $309,000

DeVries 86’ Motor Vessel (1949/1999)
‘Elegant’, ‘Exceptional’, ‘Exquisite’ are just a 

few words that easily characterize this vessel. 
MV Far Niente clearly defines the term 

‘Classic Motor Yacht’. Asking $1,950,000

((510) 236-6633 • fax: (510) 231-2355
yachtsales@kkmi.com • www. kkmi.com
530 W. Cutting Blvd., Pt. Richmond, CA 94804

Sydney 36 CR (2006) w/fractional rig, 4 swept-back 
spreaders, non-overlapping head sail, high aspect ratio 
& very long waterline. Competitive IRC racer. Fitted w/all 
factory options incl. electric winches, ideal for short-
handed sailing. Consider trade such as ‘picnic’ style 
powerboat. Encore’s fast, fun & easy to sail. $279,000

Herreshoff ‘Mobjack’ Ketch (1989) This classic wooden 
ketch took more than 8 years to complete. Exceptionally 
well maintained w/a very comfortable and appointed 
interior layout, she has excellent sailing characteris-
tics for cruising in all weather conditions. $180,000

Little Harbor 51 (1996) 
A very comfortable Ted Hood designed pilot-
house with full stand-up headroom and 360° 
visibility. Set up for shorthanded sailing and 

superbly maintained by an experienced owner. 
Asking $669,000

Swan 43 (1977)
Designed by S&S and with the Nautor Swan 

pedigree for engineering and construction, this 
one-owner center cockpit yacht is exceptionally 

maintained, fully outfitted and ready to go offshore 
cruising. It is a ‘Must See’. Asking $189,000

Nelson Marek Custom
A 92-ft aluminum world cruiser. 

Recently repowered. Immaculate 
throughout and in perfect condition. 

$2,850,000

REDUCED

REDUCED

List with us!
Ask us about our 

Maritime Protection 
 Program to find out what 

a warranty can do for  
the sale of your yacht!

REDUCED

REDUCED



at 100 Bay Street • Sausalito • California since 1946

Marotta Yachts     of Sausalito

50' GULFSTAR KETCH 1977 
Extensively refit for a cruise that was never taken – 
new sails, rigging, electronics, stainless steel ports, 
hatches, refinished interior, etc., etc., etc. $79,000

See at: www.marottayachts.com

43' BENETEAU, 1989 
Most competitively priced Beneteau 

of this size on the market. 
$70,000

38' INGRID, 1984 
Clean, never cruised one owner example with low time on diesel 
engine (only 155 hours), custom finished interior, much more. 

$69,500

38' HANS CHRISTIAN, 1984
Great shape and extensively updated, epoxy barrier coated bot-
tom, stunning professionally maintained brightwork, low time on 
Yanmar diesel, heavy duty offshore dodger, much more. $134,900

See at: www.marottayachts.com See at: www.marottayachts.com
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41' MORGAN OUT ISLAND, 1979 
Center cockpit ketch. Never cruised and fresh water kept, 

she shows much newer than actual age. Note all new stainless 
steel ports. $79,000

39' CAL, 1982 
Boat's Bristol, shows MUCH newer than actual age, 

nicest Cal we've ever seen. 
$69,500

45' HUNTER 450, 1998 
All the amenities with two spacious staterooms, two heads, 
and HUGE comfortable salon. Transferable Sausalito Yacht 

Harbor slip. $169,500

Join us in welcoming Phil Howe – adding 30+ years of                    experience and knowledge to the Marotta team!

42' CATALINA, 2005 
Absolutely gorgeous, low time and loaded – this boat shows 

as new! Transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip. 
$249,000

38' HANS CHRISTIAN, 1979 
Shows well inside and out with the Burmese teak interior in 

particular showing beautifully. Hull recently buffed and waxed. 
Teak decks in fine shape as well. $99,000

37' HUNTER 376, 1999 
Very spacious, light and airy, this vessel shows as new; must see 
to appreciate. Out-of-country owners motivated; offers encour-

aged. Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip can be arranged. $99,000

43' HANS CHRISTIAN, 1978 
Classic offered for sale by original owner. New teak decks (this 
was a $40,000 job alone!), Awlgripped hull, updated interior, 
optional larger diesel and Telstar performance keel. $179,000

48' C&C LANDFALL PILOTHOUSE CUTTER, 1980 
Spacious raised salon performance cruiser that's competitively 

priced and lying in a transferable Sausalito slip.
$129,500

sisterShip

sisterShip



Marotta Yachts     of Sausalito

(415) 331-6200  •  info@marottayachts.com

Brokers of Fine 
Sail and Motor 

Yachts

35' BABA, 1979  Traditional double-ender with a recently 
revarnished interior. She also sails well and will make a perfect 
cruising yacht for someone who wishes to sail places with grace 

and style. Transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip. $69,500

See at: www.marottayachts.com

40' CHALLENGER KETCH, 1973 
Recently Awlgripped in beautiful Flag Blue, incredibly 

spacious below with 6'5" headroom. 
$55,900

32' TARGA, 1978 
$50,000 worth of improvements over the last six years – new 
engine, sail drive, sails, standing rigging, thru-hull sea cocks, 

fuel tanks, prop, electronics, dinghy & outboard. $34,500

34' VINDO, 1983  Vindo is listed in Ferenc Mate's The 
World's Best Sailboats, and this lovely example of Swedish 
craftsmanship shows why: the mahogany joinery below is 

exquisite. Transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip. $59,000

30' LANCER, 1974 
Refit stem to stern, unquestionably 

the nicest boat on the market. 
$28,500

30' TARTAN, 1978 
Classic S&S design has been extensively refit over 

the years with $30,000 spent in 2000 alone. 
Transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip. $22,500

See at: www.marottayachts.com See at: www.marottayachts.com
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30' NONSUCH ULTRA, 1987 
Professionally maintained, the interior is flawless and the 

exterior comes close. Transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip 
that has a great views. A nice, must-see packageated. $59,000

20' PACIFIC SEACRAFT FLICKA,1985 
Factory built and finished to Pacific Seacraft's exacting 
standards, then updated stem to stern, including new 

Yanmar diesel. Shows Bristol. $43,500

32' DREADNAUGHT, 1978 
Stout double-ender that will go anywhere in safety and comfort, 
with all the charm in the world! In very nice shape and lying in 

a transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip. $29,000

Join us in welcoming Phil Howe – adding 30+ years of                    experience and knowledge to the Marotta team!

34' SUNSET SLOOP, 1967 
This full keeled jewel was built like a piano by Al Silva shortly 

after he left Stone Boat Yard. Fully restored; everything's done 
to showboat standards. $69,500 

34' HANS CHRISTIAN CUTTER, 1978
Robert Perry-designed classic cutter. Capable offshore boat: full keel, 
high ballast-to-weight ratio, deep cockpit and big rudder placed far 
aft. Great shape, transferable Sausalito YH slip. $69,000

36' ISLANDER, 1978 
Extensively refit over the past five years – engine rebuilt, new 
sails, roller furler, electronics, etc., etc., etc. – and shows very 

nicely, transferable Sausalito Yacht Harbor slip. $32,000
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Sail · BROKERS · Power
6400 Marina Drive 
Long Beach, CA 90803

 Phone (562) 594-9716 
Fax (562) 594-0710

 NEW GEMINI 105Mc, '09 $162,50042' HUNTER PASSAGE CC, '00 $159,500

54' IRWIN CUTTER, '88 $220,000

41' CHEOY LEE KETCH, '79 $60,000

44' HARDIN KETCH, '78 $119,000

31' PACIFIC SEACRAFT, '78 $37,000 32' CATFISHER, '87 $79,500

www.yachtworld.com/fcyachts 
flyingcloud@verizon.net

47' GILS CATAMARAN, '02 $395,000

40' CATALINA 400 MkII, '02 $179,000

REDUCED

43' SPINDRIFT PH CTR, '81 $99,000

APPROX. 100 listings on our Web site: www.flyingcloudyachts.com

44' GULFSTAR CC SLOOP $104,500

REDUCED

HANS CHRISTIAN 43T ketch $165,000

MAKE OFFER

MAKE OFFER

MAKE OFFER

REDUCED

3 staterooms

BRISTOL

REDUCED

94'	R/P Custom Maxi, '04... 1,250,000
79'	Sparkman & Stephens, '79........... 	
	 ....................................... 395,000
55'	Fairline Squadron,'00...........SOLD
53'	J/160, '02........................ 629,000
52'	TP52, '05..............................SOLD
46'	Moody, '00...........................SOLD
46'	Baltic, '76........................ 139,000
45'	Rivolta Coupe 4.5, '08..... 745,000
43'	J/130, '93........................ 239,000
41'	J/125, '00........................ 399,000
41'	J/124, '06........................ 300,000

SAN DIEGO: 2330 Shelter Island Dr. #106 
(619) 224-6200 • FAX: (619) 224-6278

NEWPORT BEACH: 251 Shipyard Way, Suite A
Toll-Free: (866) 376-7761 

Tel: (949) 675-8053 • Fax: (949) 675-0584

Yacht Sales & Service

40'	J/120, '99.............................SOLD
40'	J/120, '94........................ 159,000
40'	C&C 121, '02................... 230,000
38'	True North, '05......................SOLD
38'	True North, '04................. 345,000
37'	Santa Cruz, '09........ New 399,900
35'	J/109, '06.............................SOLD
35'	J/109, '05........................ 215,000
35'	J/109, '04........................ 209,000
35'	J/105, '01........................ 118,000
35'	J/105, '97.............................SOLD
33'	CrossCurrent, '07............ 249,000

BROKERAGE

53' J/160, 1997  $599,000

40' J/120, 1998  •  $199,500

65' J/65, 2006  •  $2,475,000

www.jk3yachts.com

Jeff Brown, (619) 709-0697 John Zagorski, (310) 947-2092

32'	C&C, '84...............................SOLD
32'	J/32, '00.......................... 118,500
31'	Catalina 310, '01..................SOLD
30'	Sabre Mk III, '87...................SOLD
29'	Back Cove, '09........ New 232,000
29'	Back Cove, '07................ 199,000
29'	Raider RIB 900 Sport, '08............. 	
	 ................................. New 89,000
29'	J/29, '83...............................SOLD
26'	Raider RIB 790, '03........... 69,000
22'	Raider RIB 680, '07... New 49,690
22' J/22, '03............................ 28,900

40' J/122, 2007  •  $440,000

	SIZE	 TYPE	 LOCATION	 PRICE
84'	 Don Brooke steel motorsailer	 MARINA DEL REY	 $1,400,000	
80'	 Cooper Queenship motor yacht, '91	 Delta	 $695,000
60'	 Custom Houseboat, '78	 Sausalito	 $295,000
57'	 Northern Marine Trawler, '04	 Anacortes	 $1,650,000
55'	 CAMPER & NICHOLSONS CC, '71	 RICHMOND	 $269,000
53'	 Bluewater, '80	 Sacramento	 $116,500	
50'	 GULFSTAR CC, '79	 SAN RAFAEL	 $124,000
50'	 Oceanstar Trawler, '07	 Marina del Rey	 $499,000
50'	 CSK Cat, '70	 Berkeley	 $99,500
48'	 Defever Tri-Cabin, '80	 Emeryville	 $185,000
47'	 BENETEAU 473, 3-stateroom, '06	 SAN DIEGO	 $299,000
46'	 HUNTER 460, '00	 SAN PEDRO	 $217,500	
45'	 C&L MARINE EXPLORER, huge center cockpit, '78	 SAN RAFAEL	 $109,000
45'	 MORGAN by CATALINA center cockpit, '92	 SAN DIEGO	 $159,000	
43'	 PETERSON SERENDIPITY, '81	 BRISBANE	 $76,500	
42'	 Marine Trader Trawler	 Delta	 inquire
41'	 HUNTER, '04	 san diego	 $150,000	
41'	 HUNTER AC, standard interior, '04	 SAN DIEGO	 $165,000
37'	 Rafiki, '78	 Alameda	 $58,000	
36'	 hunter 386, '04	 SAN RAFAEL	 $149,000
31'	 HUNTER, '00	 MARINA DEL REY	 $52,900

Richmond	 (510) 232-1490

Marina del Rey	 (310) 574-9449

Newport Beach	 (877) 297-3831

San Diego	 (858) 208-8888

Randall Burg
Yacht and Ship, Inc.

49' Grand banks alaskan, 1973
Full restoration and new electronics, electrical, 
$40K Sterling paint, NW forced air heat/AC 
system, etc., and ready to cruise. $269,000

64' KNIGHT & CARVER TRAWLER, 1976
Research charter-ready or a great yacht 

conversion! Twin GM 450hp diesels, 
3,200 gals fuel. Marina del Rey. $249,000

info@rbyachts.com 
www.rbyachts.com

◆  BANG FOR THE BUCK  ◆

$50,000,000 in pre-owned boats

YOUR SHOPPING LIST: START HERE

Details at www.rbyachts.com
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BEST SEASON OF THE YEAR!
LIST YOUR BOAT NOW: WE HAVE BUYERS!

Call (510) 232-7200 or FREE (877) 444-5087
or Call Glenn Direct at (415) 637-1181

For Information & Inspection Appointments

email: info@norpacyachts.com

1150 Brickyard Cove Rd., B9, Pt. Richmond, CA 94801

(510) 232-7200  •   FAX (510) 232-7202

NORPAC
YACHTS

48' DUTCH CANAL BARGE by DeVries.
STEEL. Unique cruising liveaboard for Bay and Delta. 
Comfort and character. Diesel, tub, galley, fireplace, 
salon, convertible aft enclosure, beautiful decor, plus 

MORE! Asking $219,000

39' SANTANA by Gary Mull & W.D. Schock. Great designer 
& builder. Exceptional cond. Perfectly set up for cruising. 
Strong, seaworthy & comfortable. Wheel, dodger, radar, VHF, 
GPS, AP, depth, spinnaker, etc. VERY NICE!   Ask $55,500

22' ALUMINUM BUFFLEHEAD TUG by MacNaughton Assoc. 
Dsl, radar, GPS, shower, private S/R, Zodiac & O/B, inverter, 
seaworthy & trailerable. Near new & excellent. Berthed in Vancouver, 
BC. Fun with character & practicality & MORE!  Ask $108,250

58' ALDEN BOOTHBAY MOTORSAILER center 
cockpit ketch. Dsl, genset, air/heat, new upholstery, 
much recent refitting & refinishing. Loaded w/cruise 
gear, AP, radar ++. Great comfortable bluewater 
cruising w/excellent layout & more! Ask $268,950

38' CLASSIC ENGLISH KETCH. Award winning beauty in 
fine condition. Pitch pine over oak, copper riveted. Dsl, dodger, 
new teak decks, RADAR, gorgeous interior & MORE! Designed by 
Reg Freeman, built 1936 by Wm King & Son. Ask $124,950

47' GARDEN PORPOISE Ketch. Copper-riveted 
TEAK by Fung (The Best!). Cruise equipped, RADAR, 
etc. Big sail inventory and lots of gear. Much upgrad-
ing, some deferred maintenance (mostly cosmetic). 
This vessel is an Excellent Buy!    $64,750/offers

65' CLASSIC, '31 MOTORYACHT BY WHEELER. 
16' beam, recent 40k hull refurb. She's ready for you to finish 
restoration. 3 dbl strms, pilothouse, twins, 3 heads, huge salon, 
crew's quarters, more. Trades considered. $36,850/offers

40 SAMPSON C-Ghost Cutter, F/C, Mexico. Vet 
and ready to go again. Excellent cruiser. Diesel, 
wheel, dodger, enclosed marine head, shower, 
galley, AP, GPS, + MORE! Very nice condition and a 
GREAT VALUE!                    Asking $29,500/offers

32' ARIES. Ocean cruising sloop. Highly respected 
double-ender by Tom Gilmer. Glass, beautiful TEAK 
appointments. Extra nice and loaded for cruising: 
RADAR, furling, self-tailing winches, vane, dodger, 
dinghy, diesel. Ready to cruise.	  Asking $36,950

32' WESTSAIL. Double-ended bluewater cruiser. 
Cruise/live ready. Diesel, vane, great sail inventory. 
Mexico veteran. Self-tailing winches, dodger. Excep-
tional boat. Strong, seaworthy and FUN! BAJA HA-HA 
anyone?                                   Asking $48,500

SAIL
100' MEGA SLOOP Custom Offshore Perfor-
mance Cruiser. Comfort & luxury, spacious, 
sleeps 17, loaded and near new. Great 
charter potential!!!...... Asking 975,000
43'	STEEL Custom Cutter. Built by Bechtel Corp. 
for Pan Am Airlines. An exquisite canoe-stern, 
center cockpit gem. Just refit & BEAUTIFUL. Aft 
S/R, wheel, breathtaking.......Asking 78,950
42'	Sparkman & Stephens Performance 
Cruising Sloop. Diesel, dodger, F/G, many 
upgrades & new rig............. Asking 41,950
40'	TRIMARAN by Piver. Ketch, dsl, fast, nice, 
clean. Insures as F/G........... Asking 33,900
38'	 INGRID Ketch by Atkins. Great extra STOUT 
BLUE WATER CRUISER. Glass double-ender, refit 
& upgraded, vane, diesel, furling, RADAR & 
MORE!............................... Asking 51,950
37'	GULFSTAR Center Cockpit Slp. Dsl, dodger, 
aft S/R & MORE. This VESSEL MUSTS BE SOLD 
NOW! REPO!...... Ask: 29,950/Make Offers
33+' ROYAL HUISMAN ALUMINUM Cutter by 
Alan Gurney: World class builder and designer. 
Yanmar diesel, new standing rig, nav station, 
liferaft & MORE!................. Asking 38,500
31' PACIFIC SEACRAFT MARIAH cutter. 
Strong, F/G double-ender bluewater 
cruiser. Dsl, wheel, furl, dodger, radar ++. 
Great, beautiful boat…Asking 68,950
30' STEEL SPRAY Replica by Bruce Roberts. 
This is a NEW BOAT, never launched. Joshua 
Slocum's famous Spray design w/diesel, 
spars, sails & more! Exterior looks ready 
to launch. Interior started, but not finished. 
AHOY BARGAIN HUNTERS!!! This looks like 
a good one...................Asking only 14,900 
30'	PT 30 Mk II 1/2-ton Britton Chance design. 
5 berths, full headroom, solid F/G hull, furling, 
dsl, 3 headsails (135% & #4 gennies, 3/4 
& 1.5 oz kites), spinn., main++...7,450
30'	SAGITTA Sloop. F/G, diesel, fine Danish 
double-ender........Reduced.... Asking 11,950
30'	CATALINA Slp. Dsl, wheel, nice... 22,000
29'	pearson triton. Diesel, much refitting 
recently done, some left to do, very nice 
pocket cruiser...................... 15,950/offers
28'	Herreshoff H-28 ketch with brand 
new Yanmar diesel. Very nice condition and 
a bargain at.......................... Asking 8,950
27'	CAL 2-27 Sloop. Extra nice. Inboard.
Good starter boat...........REDUCED TO 4,750
POWER
130' CAMCRAFT Passenger Ship. Certified 
for 33 passengers overnight. Booked for 
the season. Virtual turnkey: Money and 
opportunity, working PNW.......... 2,200,000
100' Steel HIGH ENDURANCE Adven-
ture/Charter Ship in Panama. Turn-
key operation. A great opportunity!
MOTIVATED!.................. Asking 1,500,000
62'	TRUMPY C la s s i c  1946 Ocean 
Cruising Yacht. Gorgeous interior and 
super comfortable layout. Exterior refin-
ish/restore due. Economical twin 4-71s ++.
OFFERS ENCOURAGED........ Asking 149,500

62'	ELCO 1929 CLASSIC Twin diesel, 
beautiful yachting in the classic Gatsby 
style................................ Asking 129,500
50'	TRUMPY TRAWLER, Long range, great 
layout, 671 N-Series diesel. Needs TLC. A 
great boat!......................... 44,950/offers
49'	CLASSIC 1928 STEPHENS Raised 
Deck Express Cruiser. Twin 671 dsls,much 
recent prof. upgrading, fire damaged aft 
cockpit. Great opportuniity...24,950/offers
45'	STEPHENS 1929 classic. Beautiful 
Gatsby-era motoryacht waiting to trans-
port you back to the days of yacht- 
ing in the grand style................ Try 75,000
43'	CLASSIC CALLIS 1923 Custom Express 
Crusier. All TEAK, famous and an exquisite 
head turner....................... Asking 695,000
43'	MATTHEWS, '65, diesel. A gem! 
Loaded and beautiful............ Asking 69,450
42'	GRAND BANKS Twl. Aft cabin, F/B, Onan, 
twin dsls, radar. Excellent.............. 121,000
41'	CHRIS CRAFT Const. Twins, aft S/R, 
bridge up and more. A good cruiser or 
liveaboard.......................... 13,950/offers
34'	CLASSIC LAKE UNION DREAMBOAT, 1928. 
Dsl, full aft convert, enclosure and much 
more!............A BARGAIN @ 17,500 Asking

40' CHALLENGER Ketch. Gorgeous, Sparkling Perfor-
mance Cruiser in exellent condition. Dsl, furling, spinn., 
full galley, encl. head & shower, hardwood interior, wheel, 
pedestal, full lifelines & pulpits, inverter, Avon & o/b. MUCH 
MORE! Shows pride of ownership. Asking $55,950

40' X-YACHTS X-119 SLOOP . Famous 
Danish builder, Racer-Cruiser one design by Neils 
Jeppesen. Loaded with gear, radar, New Volvo 
Penta diesel in 2000 and MORE! Proven ocean win-
ner in Melbourne-Osaka Race.  Asking $109,000

35' COLUMBIA SLOOP. Very nice and highly desirable 
"10.7" design. Dsl, full galley, shower, wheel, dodger, bimini, 
radar, AP, teak and Holly sole & MORE! Cruise equipped 
and well maintained and upgraded.    Asking $30,950.

39' FREYA, STRONG STEEL DOUBLE-ENDED 
CRUISER. Diesel, dink and outboard. New paint, 
solar, furling, RADAR, AP, cruise equipped, comfort-
able, well appointed. A world-class cruiser and 
MORE!                                Asking $48,950

FOR MORE
SEE OUR 

norpacyachts.com
WEBSITE

Stroma of Mey

48' C&C
Beautiful, comfortable and immaculate BLUE WATER PERFOR-
MANCE CRUISER with all the bells and whistles and a great 
Sausalito berth. Ready to go to sea. Low hours 80 hp diesel. 
Wonderful interior and MORE.           Asking $174,500

34' DUFOUR sloop. Diesel, enclosed head and shower. 
Full galley, spinnaker, nav. station, wheel steering.

TEAK and holly sole and more. Excellent performer with 
quality construction and lots of room (6'6"+headroom).

Asking $24,950

PERFORMANCE

ready to cruise

REDUCED!Classic Cruiser

REDUCED

REDUCED!

REDUCED

reduced!

UNIQUE

32'	BOWPICKER, aluminum. Commercial 
(herring) license............................ 49,000

32'	GRAND BANKS Trawler. Classic '70. 
Dsl, dual helms, full electronics, TEAK decks, 
economical + MORE!....BARGAIN! 19,500 Ask

29' WELLCRAFT 2900 EXPRESS. Twin 
screw (not outdrives). Super clean & nice! 
Bright red............REDUCED! Asking 19,950

28'	CARVER. Dual steering stations. Unusu-
ally roomy for this size class, the Carvers 
are known for their good construction & 
creature comforts. Nice boat with exquisite 
restoration...REDUCED! GREAT BUY! 11,950

27' Farallon Pilothouse, '86. F/G, twin 
5L V8s, fast  and seawor thy. Just 
detailed and very nice.......... Asking 51,950

26'	 PACEMAKER, cabin cruise /V8, nice!...8,500

26'	CLASSIC JENSEN cabin cruiser w/near new 
Volvo diesel. Very nice boat... 11,950/offers

24'	COUNTER-STERN Traditional Yacht 
Tender/Launch with Cuddy. Copper bottom. 
A BEAUTY. Yanmar diesel........12,950/obo

19' CHRIS CRAFT CONCEPT 119 Bowrider 
Runabout, '93. With canvas, inboard 40 mph 
low hours, dry-stored inside. Good looking 
fiberglass fun machine.....A BARGAIN @ 3,950




	CONTENTS
	subscriptions
	calendar
	letters
	loose lips
	sightings
	miss cindy – little cat that could
	bismarck dinius
	double damned 2009
	working from the boat
	eye on the bay
	ha-ha profiles, pt. I
	max ebb: hittin' the trail
	the racing sheet
	world of chartering
	changes in latitudes
	classy classifieds
	advertisers' index
	brokerage




