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Sticky Note
Welcome to the July 2013 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Ken Bruns driving 'Soliloquy' out the Gate in the 1974 Coastal Race. Yes, it's true, she's a 12 Meter but not an International 12 Meter.

Photo by Gene Prizer



THE BAY AREA’S PREMIERE BOATING COMMUNITY

lo cat i o n  i s  ev e ry t h i n g

When choosing a marina

you can’ t get a more central  
Bay area location than grand marina. 
Close to most destinations of the bay. Plus the island of Alameda  

is the mecca of marine services and great weather with plenty  

of restaurants and bars to kick back after a day on the bay. 

Follow your compass rose to Grand Marina. 

Give us a call to find out how you can get a complimentary  

weekend stay this summer. 

F  Prime deep water double-fingered 
concrete slips from 30’ to 100’. 

F  great estuary location in the heart  
of beautiful alameda island. 

F  complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled. 

F  Free pump-out station open 24/7. 
F  Full-service marine center and  

haul-out facility. 
F  Free parking. 
F  Free on-site WiFi.
and much more...

directory of grand marina tenants
Blue Pelican Marine ..................  152

Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The   24

Marchal Sailmakers ................. 152
New Era Yachts  ......................... 160

Pacific Crest Canvas   ..................   36

Alameda Marine Metal Fabrication
Pacific Yacht Imports
UK-Halsey Sailmakers

510.865.1200
leasing office open daily
2099 grand street, alameda, ca 94501
www.grandmarina.comg
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Great Old 
Boats…

*Powered by Pineapples

A whole lot of great old boats get together once a 
year for the Master Mariners Regatta.

But just because a boat is old doesn’t mean it can’t 
go. Kersey Clausen’s Hurricane, Random, launched 
in 1955, won her class in this year’s Master Mariners 
Regatta with a new suit of Pineapple Sails. Tim Muri-
son’s Pineapple powered Island Clipper, Bolero, built 
in 1946, won the Dead Eye Trophy for the fastest 
elapsed time of all the classes on her course. And Bill 
Claussen’s Bird Curlew was built way back in 1922 
and is still showing her winning ways with our sails.  

If you have an older boat, don’t think she won’t benefit 
from some great new sails…

Think Pineapple Sails. Custom sails from a custom 
loft, made right here in Sunny Alameda.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., 
Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: 
Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at
West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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Cover: Ken Bruns driving Soliloquy out the Gate in the 1974 Coastal Race. Soliloquy out the Gate in the 1974 Coastal Race. Soliloquy
Yes, it's true, she's a 12 Meter but not an International 12 Meter.

Photo by Gene Prizer
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identifi cation of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifi cally request them; copies will work just fi ne. 
Notifi cation time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specifi c information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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B O A T
LOANS

   from

Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com



1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #101 
Alameda, CA 

p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

ServiceS:  SaleS • Brokerage • concierge owner ServiceS • charter Placement

JULY CALENDAR
July 3: Fireworks in Pt. Richmond  
Join us for a pre-4th spectacular show
July 13: Golden Gate to Hollywood Car Rally 
with a stop for GT boat rides at the Golden Gate
July 20: Passage Owner’s America’s Cup Party

NEW BOAT ARRIVALS
•	Beneteau 37 LTD at our docks in Brickyard Cove Marina
•	Beneteau 41 just arrived from the factory
•	Swift Trawler 34 here for Oracle Team USA Hospitalilty Vessel
•	Stock Barracuda 9 with blue hull now in Alameda
•	Beneteau First 20 arrives from France!

www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

two locationS oPen 7 DaYS

EXCLUSIVE BROKERAGE AT OUR DOCKS
BENETEAU BROKERAGE

Oceanis 46 2008 $289,000
Oceanis 40 2009 $199,000 
First 47.7 2000 $190,000 
Oceanis 423 2004 $175,000 
Oceanis 423 2004 $175,000
First 40.7 2001 $155,000
Oceanis 34 2009 $145,000 
First 36.7 2010 $139,500
Oceanis 393 2003 $139,000
Oceanis 393 2005 $130,000
First 42s7 1994 $109,900 

Oceanis 331 2003 $79,900
EXCLUSIVE BROKERAGE

Hallberg-rassy 37 2007 $299,000 
Jeanneau 45 2007 $290,000
tartan 4100 2001 $237,500 
aleriOn express 33 2009 $200,000
DeHler 41 1998 $145,000
islanD packet 35 1991 $139,000 
aleriOn express 28 2011 $124,000
paciFic seacraFt 37 1984 $119,000
gemini 105 2000 $109,500
Hunter 36 2004 $84,500 

ericsOn 38 1988 $63,000
csk 50 1970 $59,900
catalina 36 1989 $47,500 
FreeDOm 32 1984 $39,999 
islanDer 36 1972 $39,995
catalina 34 1988 $39,900

POWER BROKERAGE
mikelsOn 61 2002 $995,000
OFFsHOre 58 1995 $795,000 
navigatOr 53 1998 $225,000
bayliner 38 1988 $54,950
WellcraFt 43 1988 $44,900

LAGOON CATAMARANS AT OUR DOCKS

BENETEAU POWER AT OUR DOCKS
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SWIFT TRAWLER 50 SWIFT TRAWLER 34 SWIFT TRAWLER 44

Official 
Hospitality 
boats for 

Oracle team usa

BENETEAU SAIL AT OUR DOCKS

  43  46  50  55       20  25  30  35  40  45       31  34  37  41  45  48  50  55

46 30 41

450



❏ eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

❏ Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
 Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

❏ Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.) 

❏ Third Class Renewal    ❏ First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

❏ Gift Subscription 

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City State Zip

❏ We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
 (Please fi ll out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

❏ Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS       ❏ Current issue = $6 ea.

❏ Back Issues = $7 ea.    MONTH/YEAR: _____________________________________

❏ MASTERCARD ❏ VISA ❏ AMERICAN EXPRESS

Number: _____________________________ Exp.:  _______ csv: ______

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

YOU CAN
ALSO GO TO

www.latitude38.com 
TO PAY FOR YOUR

SUBSCRIPTION
ONLINE

Phone: (       ) Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor ............Richard Spindler .............richard@latitude38.com
Associate Publisher................John Arndt ......................john@latitude38.com ..............ext. 108
Managing Editor ....................Andy Turpin ....................andy@latitude38.com .............ext. 112
Editor .....................................LaDonna Bubak ..............ladonna@latitude38.com .........ext. 109
Racing Desk .................................................................racing@latitude38.com ...........ext. 105
Contributing Editors ...............John Riise, Paul Kamen
Special Events .......................Donna Andre ...................donna@latitude38.com
Advertising Sales ...................John Arndt ......................john@latitude38.com ..............ext. 108
Advertising Sales ...................Mike Zwiebach ...............mikez@latitude38.com ............ext. 107
General Manager ...................Colleen Levine ................colleen@latitude38.com ..........ext. 102
Production/Web .....................Christine Weaver ............chris@latitude38.com .............ext. 103
Production/Photos ..................Annie Bates-Winship ......annie@latitude38.com ............ext. 106
Bookkeeping ..........................Penny Clayton.................penny@latitude38.com............ext. 101

Directions to our offi ce ...................................................................................................press 4
Subscriptions ..............................................................................................................press 1,4
Classifi eds .............................class@latitude38.com ..................................................press 1,1
Distribution ............................distribution@latitude38.com .........................................press 1,5
Editorial .................................editorial@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,6
Calendar ................................calendar@latitude38.com
Other email ............................general@latitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941
Ph: (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

Card to
read from:

NOTE: Subscriptions going to correctional facilities, FPO/APO (military),
Canada, and Mexico are fi rst class only. Sorry, no other foreign subscriptions.
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HOGIN SAILMAKERS
• New racing and cruising sails
• Roller furling conversions/new sun covers
• Full service and repair loft
• Boom and canvas covers
• ATN spinnaker socks
• Strongtrack
• Sails are manufactured in our Alameda loft

510.523.4388
1801-D Clement Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

sales@hoginsails.com
www.hoginsails.com

Call us today to discuss your sail inventory.

Call Today
(510) 523-4388

HOGIN
SAILMAKERS



PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 9AM TO 5PM

San Francisco's Yacht Broker

10 MARINA BLVD., SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725  •  email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com
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43 Years of Experience and Knowledge

1935 S&S Schooner 62' LOA
Bogart's Yacht – Impeccably Restored

Classic Style, Modern Comforts

30' Nonsuch Ultra
1989

$69,800

28' Alerion Express
2000

$75,000

57' Bayliner 5788 PH
2001

$549,000

41' Storebro SRC 400
1990

$169,000

36' Beneteau 361
2002

$109,000

39' Sea Ray Sport Fish Sedan
1985

$195,000

Rare Ownership Opportunity

'Santana'

SF BERTH

SOLD!

40' Caliber 40 LRC
1998

$179,000

33' Hans Christian 33T,
1984

$129,000

ALSO FEATURING…

SAIL:

40' Farr, 1992, 50' berth ........................... $295,000

39' Cal MkII, 1979 ............................................SOLD

36' Catalina, 1986 ......................... Reduced $39,500

33' Nauticat, 1987 ...................................... $69,995

30' Cape Dory, 1982 ...................... Reduced $34,900

POWER:

44' Sea Ray Express Bridge 440, 1997 ....... $180,000

41' CHB Heritage Trawler, 1981 ................ $114,000

34' Bayliner 3488, 2002 ........................... $130,000

34' Californian Long Range Cruiser, 1979 ..... $45,000

31' Boston Whaler 295 Conquest, 1999 ....... $39,000

30' Carver 300, 1993, aft cabin ................... $59,900

REDUCED

SF BERTH



NOW CALIFORNIA’S EXCLUSIVE LEOPARD CATAMARAN DEALER!
WINNER OF 2010, 2012 & 2013 CATAMARAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS

New for 2013 - Jeanneau 469

2014 Leopard 44 2014 Leopard 48

New for 2013 - J/Boats J/88

New 2013 Jeanneau 409 New 2013 Jeanneau 57 New 2013 J/Boats J/70 New 2013 J/Boats J/111

INSTOCK

INSTOCK

INSTOCK

Alameda Yacht Sales Offi ce
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, 

Suite #108,
Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: (510) 523-8500

Alameda • San Diego
Marina Del Rey • Long Beach 

Newport Beach
 See Over 150 New & Used Boats for Sale

www.CruisingYachts.net
www.SailCal.com BOATS

Cruising Yachts
Sail California

53’ Jeanneau ’11…..………… $599,000
52’ Santa Cruz ‘99………… $495,000
50’ Hunter AC ’12….……… $399,000
49’ Hunter ’07……...……… $319,000
47’ Catalina ’00…….……… $194,500
46’ Bavaria ’05…….………… $225,000
46’ Hunter ’04……………… $199,900
44’ Fox ‘06………………  $253,000

45’ Hunter DS & CC……… Multiple
42’ Catalina ‘07……………… $199,999
42’ Jeanneau ’07…………… $239,000
41’ J/124 ‘08………………… $249,000
40’ J/120 ‘01 “Vahevala”…… $169,950
38’ Sabre ’89………………… $109,900
35’ J/105 ‘92 “Vim”……… $75,000
35’ Catalina 350 MKII……… $121,900

35’ Ericson ‘85……………… $38,000
33’ J/100 ‘05………………… $99,000
33’ Synergy 1000 ‘99………… $49,000
30’ Knarr ‘61……………… $60,000
30’ J/30, ‘79 ………………… $29,500
36’ Hunter ‘06….…………… $120,000
25’ Nautica Wide Body ‘00… $110,000



NOW CALIFORNIA’S EXCLUSIVE LEOPARD CATAMARAN DEALER!
WINNER OF 2010, 2012 & 2013 CATAMARAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS

New for 2013 - Jeanneau 469

2014 Leopard 44 2014 Leopard 48

New for 2013 - J/Boats J/88

INSTOCK

INSTOCK

INSTOCK

Alameda Yacht Sales Offi ce
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, 

Suite #108,
Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: (510) 523-8500

Alameda • San Diego
Marina Del Rey • Long Beach 

Newport Beach
 See Over 150 New & Used Boats for Sale

www.CruisingYachts.net
www.SailCal.com BOATS

Cruising Yachts
Sail California

53’ Jeanneau ’11…..………… $599,000
52’ Santa Cruz ‘99………… $495,000
50’ Hunter AC ’12….……… $399,000
49’ Hunter ’07……...……… $319,000
47’ Catalina ’00…….……… $194,500
46’ Bavaria ’05…….………… $225,000
46’ Hunter ’04……………… $199,900
44’ Fox ‘06………………  $253,000

45’ Hunter DS & CC……… Multiple
42’ Catalina ‘07……………… $199,999
42’ Jeanneau ’07…………… $239,000
41’ J/124 ‘08………………… $249,000
40’ J/120 ‘01 “Vahevala”…… $169,950
38’ Sabre ’89………………… $109,900
35’ J/105 ‘92 “Vim”……… $75,000
35’ Catalina 350 MKII……… $121,900

35’ Ericson ‘85……………… $38,000
33’ J/100 ‘05………………… $99,000
33’ Synergy 1000 ‘99………… $49,000
30’ Knarr ‘61……………… $60,000
30’ J/30, ‘79 ………………… $29,500
36’ Hunter ‘06….…………… $120,000
25’ Nautica Wide Body ‘00… $110,000

‘04 Tartan 4100  $315,000

‘96 J/130  $210,000

‘99 Pacifi c Seacraft 40 $289K

‘03 Catalina 34 MKII  $93,500‘03 Catalina 34 MKII  $93,500

‘78 Gulfstar 50  $112,500‘78 Gulfstar 50  $112,500

‘88 Tayana 55  $249,000‘88 Tayana 55  $249,000

‘02 Bakewell 50  $615,000‘02 Bakewell 50  $615,000

‘07 Catalina 34 MKII $118,000‘07 Catalina 34 MKII $118,000‘07 Catalina 34 MKII $118,000

‘04 J/109  $179,000

‘07 Jeanneau 39i  $187,500

‘04 Catalina 400  $195,500

‘06 Hunter 38  $129,000‘06 Hunter 38  $129,000

‘04 Catalina 36 MKII $118,000

‘05 Beneteau 373 $122,500

‘91 Hunter 42  $92,500

‘83 Catalina 36  $48,000‘83 Catalina 36  $48,000



CALENDAR

Non-Race
 July 1-Sept. 29 — Built for Speed exhibit at the California 
Academy of Sciences. Find out what it takes to be swift in the 
sea, from AC72s to sailfi sh. Info, www.calacademy.org.
 July 1-Oct. 13 — Impressionists on the Water, an exhibit 
of boating-inspired art by Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, Signac and 
others at the Legion of Honor. Info, www.legionofhonor.org.

July 3-31 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker 
each Wednesday for about $25. All YCs' members welcome. 
More info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.

July 3, 6, 11, 18, 20, 25, 27 — Sail aboard San Francisco 
Maritime National Historic Park's scow schooner Alma. Learn 
the Bay's history on this 3-hour voyage, leaving Hyde St. Pier 
at 1 p.m. $40 adults, $20 kids 6-15. Info, www.nps.gov/safr.

July 4 — Celebrate Independence Day at Barron Hilton's 
Fireworks Extravaganza at Mandeville Tip in the Delta.

July 5 — Sunset Sail aboard the schooner Seaward in 
Sausalito, 6-8 p.m. $50. Info, www.callofthesea.org.

July 6 — Chantey Sing aboard a historic vessel at Hyde 
St. Pier, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. Free. RSVP to peter_kasin@nps.gov.
 July 7 — Cal Sailing Club's free introductory sail at Berke-
ley Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.
 July 7 — Last chance to fulfi ll the TransPac's US Sailing 
Safety at Sea Seminar requirement with one at Shoreline YC 
in Long Beach. 8 a.m. $125. Includes lunch. Contact Marion 
Seaman at (310) 632-4748 or marionseaman1@aol.com.
 July 7-28 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.

July 11 — Are you a single boatowner needing crew? The 
Single Sailors Association has crew to help sail your boat. 
Monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC in Alameda, 6:30 p.m. 
Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org

July 11 — Learn about the new nonstop around the world 
race starting (and ending) in San Francisco, the sf2sf Ocean 
Race, from Jim Antrim and Cree Partridge at Encinal YC, 7 
p.m. Free, everyone welcome. Info, (510) 522-3272.

July 11 — 'America's Cup: The New Reality' talk by John 
Craig at Corinthian YC, 7 p.m. Free. RSVP at www.cyc.org.

July 11 — Oil Spill Emergency Resource Information semi-
nar for yacht club and marina operators at City of Oakland 
Emergency Operations Center, 12:30-3:30 p.m. Must register 
by July 5, (415) 904-6905 or vmatuk@coastal.ca.gov.

July 13 — Marine Swap Meet at Channel Islands Landing 
in Oxnard, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Info, (805) 985-6269.

July 13 — Spaulding Wooden Boat Center Open House 
in Sausalito, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. BBQ and free boat rides! Info, 
www.spauldingcenter.org.

July 13 — Open House at Oakland's Lake Merritt Boating 
Center. Free rentals, 1-3 p.m. Info, www.sailoakland.com.

July 13 — Restore the Delta benefi t at Little Venice Island, 
just outside Stockton, 4:30-10:30 p.m. $120/person; $200/
couple (15 & under free). Tickets, www.restorethedelta.org or www.restorethedelta.org or www.restorethedelta.org
(209) 475-9550.

July 13 — Capstan demonstration aboard Balclutha at Balclutha at Balclutha
Hyde St. Pier, 11-11:30 a.m. Vessel admission ($5, under 16 
free). Info, (415) 447-5000.

July 14 — International Rescue Group presentation on vol-July 14 — International Rescue Group presentation on vol-July 14
unteering on an aid vessel from San Francisco to Zihuatanejo, 
6 p.m. in Alameda. Info, bit.ly/SFtoZihua.

July 15-Aug. 9 — Four-week junior sailing course at Spin-
naker YC in San Leandro. $225. Info, www.spinnakeryc.org, 
jrsailing@spinnakeryc.org or (510) 351-7905.jrsailing@spinnakeryc.org or (510) 351-7905.jrsailing@spinnakeryc.org

July 20 — Race for the Cup Art Show reception, includ-
ing paintings by Jim DeWitt and photos by Daniel Forster, at 
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Mike & Shelly
85522-LAPAZ

lapazyachts@aol.com

Ray & Grant
8558-YACHTS

mazmarine@aol.com

Don & Brisa
8558-GOSAIL

sancarlosyachtsales@gmail.com

www.mazmarine.com

49’ WAUQUIEZ CENTURION, ‘91…$199,500 46’ MORGAN KETCH, ‘80…$89,500

Cruising is a lifestyle! Start enjoying a new life 
NOW! More than 230 yachts to choose from at

46’ CAL 3-46, ‘77…$62,500 43’ MURRAY PETERSON SCHNR, ‘81 $140,000

41’ HUNTER 410, ‘99…$129,500 40’ MARINER KETCH, ‘71…$42,000

37’ COOPER SEABIRD, ‘80…$64,900 34’ PS VOYAGEMAKER, ‘90…$89,000

43’ MIKELSON SPORTFISHER, ‘08…$549,999 SEA RAY 340 SUNDANCER, ‘07…$225,000

Kim & Laura
8558-YACHTS

mazmarine@aol.com



1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

2801 West Coast Hwy
Newport Beach, CA 92663

(949) 610-7190

Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470, 2011 .............................................$365,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2005 ..........................................199,900
Catalina 42 MkII, 2000 .............................................SOLD!
Catalina 42, 1990 .....................................COMING SOON!
Catalina 42, 1989 ...........................NEW LISTING! 84,500
Catalina 400 MkII, 2003 ........................................192,000
Catalina 400, 2001 .............................REDUCED! 164,900
Catalina 380, 1998 .............................REDUCED! 129,900
Catalina 375, 2009 ...............................................223,000
Catalina 36 MkII, 2001 ..........................REDUCED! 95,000
Catalina 36, 1994 ...................................................74,500
Catalina 36, 1983 .................................REDUCED! 51,000
Catalina 34, 1989 ...................................................47,500
Catalina 34, 1986 ...........................NEW LISTING! 49,950

Catalina 310, 2001 .................................................62,900
Catalina 310, 2000 ...............................REDUCED! 69,500
Catalina 309, 2009 .........................NEW LISTING! 93,500
Catalina 30, 1984 ....................................................SOLD!
Catalina 28 MkII, 1997 ............................................35,000
Preowned Sailing Yachts
Norseman 447, 1984 ..........................REDUCED! 179,000
Island Packet 380, 1999 .......................................209,000
C&C 38, 1979 .......................................REDUCED! 37,500
Hunter Legend 37, 1987 .........................................49,000
Hunter 356, 2003 .................................REDUCED! 84,995
O'Day 34, 1982.......................................................32,000
Ericson 32, 1970 ..................................REDUCED! 26,900
Hunter 306, 2002 ...................................................48,000

New Ranger Tugs (base price) 
Ranger 31 Tug, 2013 ........... NEW MODEL YEAR! 279,937
Ranger 29 Tug, 2013 ........... NEW MODEL YEAR! 229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2012 ............................................159,937
Ranger 25SC Tug, 2012 ........................................129,937
Preowned Ranger Tugs
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ............................................224,000
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ...............................................SOLD!
Ranger 29 Tug, 2010, WA State ................................SOLD!
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 ...............................................SOLD!
Ranger 21 Tug, 2006 ...............................................SOLD!
Preowned Power Yachts
Stephens 70 Classic Motor Yacht, 1966 .............1,100,000
Ocean Alexander 44 ..............................................165,000

OPEN BOAT WEEKEND JULY 13-14

Made in
the USA

YACHTS

1998 Catalina 380 Done Deal  Reduced $129,900 2000 Catalina 310 Taravana  Reduced $69,5002012 Ranger 27  $20,000 OFF

Come see the all-new 2014 
Ranger 31 "Sedan" trailerable 
tug, coming this summer to 
our docks in Marina Village 
Harbor, Alameda.

We’re the proud dealer of Ranger Trailerable Tugs, Catalina
and Tartan Sailing Yachts – all Made in America brands.
Please visit us at www.faralloneyachts.com for details.

F A R A L L O N E  Y A C H T  S A L E S

2011 Catalina 470 Liquid Assets  $365,000 2001 Catalina 400 Christine  $164,900 2001 Catalina 36 Home Free  $95,000

IT'S A HOT MARKET!
List With Us and Receive

One Month FREE Berthing!
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Richmond Art Center, 5-7 p.m. Free. Info, www.therac.org.
July 22 — Sail under the full moon on a Monday night.
July 24 — Sail Trimming class at Oakland YC, 6:30-8:30 

p.m. $20. Email nancy@windwave.com to register.nancy@windwave.com to register.nancy@windwave.com
July 25 — Boatrides & Barbecues fundraiser for Cass 

Gidley Marina & Sausalito Community Boating Center at 
Dunphy Park, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Free boat rides, music & BBQ. 
Info, www.cassgidley.org.
 July 25 — Dinner and auction to celebrate the American 
Youth Sailing Force's challenge for the Red Bull Youth Amer-
ica's Cup. $65-75. RSVP at ForceAlameda.eventbrite.com.
 July 27 — Maritime Crafts for Kids at SF Maritime National 
Historical Park's Hyde St. Pier, 3-4 p.m. Free. Info, john_cun-
nane@nps.gov or (415) 447-5000.nane@nps.gov or (415) 447-5000.nane@nps.gov

Aug. 1 — 'America's Cup 34 Cupdate & Red Bull Inter-
nationals' talk by Tom Ehman, Team Oracle USA & AYSF at 
Corinthian YC, 7 p.m. Free, RSVP required. Info, www.cyc.
org or (415) 435-4771.org or (415) 435-4771.org

Aug. 6 — America's Cup photo exhibit reception by Stuart 
Kiehl at The Depot Gallery in Mill Valley, 6-7 p.m. Exhibit 
runs August 1-30. Info, (415) 383-2665.

Aug. 10 — USCGA Suddenly in Command Class at San 
Jose West Marine, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. $15. Info, (408) 246-1147.

Racing
June 29 — YRA-OYRA Half Moon Bay. HMBYC, June 29 — YRA-OYRA Half Moon Bay. HMBYC, June 29 www.yra.org.
June 29 — Silver Eagle Long Distance In-the-Bay Race, 

with a shorter course for boats rating 150 or above. IYC, rac-
ing@iyc.org or ing@iyc.org or ing@iyc.org www.iyc.org.

June 29 — 6th Annual Great Schooner Race, for schooners 
in Gaff and Marconi divisions. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

June 29 — Small Boat Spring #1. EYC, www.eyc.org.
June 29 — Whales Chase Race. BBYC, www.bbyc.org.
June 29 — Fox Hat Race. TYC, www.tyc.org.
June 29 — Race of Champions. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.

 June 29 — Island to Island Race, an endurance pursuit 
race from Twitchell Island in the Delta, around Angel Island 
and back. Andreas Cove YC, www.andreascoveyc.org.
 June 30 — Estuary Race. AYC,  June 30 — Estuary Race. AYC,  June 30 www.alamedayachtclub.org.

July 1 — Sointula Canada Day Regatta on Malcolm Island 
(near Port McNeill, BC). Info, jmacdougall@cablerocket.com.

July 4 — Brothers & Sisters Regatta, a low-key lap around 
the two island groups followed by a BBQ and shoreside fun 
for the whole family. TYC, www.tyc.org.

July 4 — Independence Cup. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
July 4-Aug. 30 — Louis Vuitton Cup, the America's Cup 

Challenger Series, will whittle down the competition for the 
fi nal blowout in September. www.americascup.com

July 6 — Stars & Stripes Race. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
July 6-7 — Hobie Division 3. SYC, www.sausalitoyacht

club.org.
July 8, 11, 13 — 47th L.A. to Honolulu Race, better known 

as the TransPac, starts. Info, www.transpacrace.com.
July 12-14 — Laser PCCs at Cascade Locks in the Colum-

bia River Gorge. Info, www.cgra.org.
July 13 — YRA-OYRA Jr. Waterhouse. RYC, www.richmond

yc.org.
July 13 — Moonlight Marathon. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.
July 13 — 29th Annual Plastic Classic Regatta & Concours 

d'Elegance, for fi berglass boats from the '60s & '70s. BVBC, 
www.bvbc.org or (415) 495-9500.www.bvbc.org or (415) 495-9500.www.bvbc.org

July 13 — Jack & Jill. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
July 13 — Potter Cruiser Challenge. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
July 13 — NBC #4. VYC, www.vyc.org.
July 13 — PICYA Lipton Cup. SYC, www.sausalito
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Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG
We have 17 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit www.westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

Sheaveless Blocks
In certain applications, blocks without rotating sheaves are a In certain applications, blocks without rotating sheaves are a 
better choice than ball-bearing blocks. They’re lighter, have 
no moving parts to wear out or malfunction, yet operate 
with extremely low friction when combined with low-friction 
Dyneema line, which actually runs more easily as loads 
increase. High static-load applications such as spinnaker 
sheets, barber haulers and mast footblocks are all excellent 
applications for these innovative new blocks. See our selection 
from Ronstan, Colligo and Schaefer in selected stores and 
online at westmarine.com. 

Look 
Ma! 
No 
Sheaves!
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us.yanmar.com

With ORACLE TEAM USA defending the 34th America’s Cup this September 
in San Francisco, California, Yanmar is proud to provide engines and drive 
systems for the team’s chase boats, an indispensable part of the race to the 
top spot, in this, the world’s oldest sports trophy of modern times.

Official Technical Partner of ORACLE TEAM USA, 
34th America’s Cup Defender

Photography: Guilain Grenier / ORACLE TEAM USA

Official Technical Partner of
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yachtclub.org.
July 13-14 — BAYS Summer Splash #3. EYC, www.enci-

nal.org.
July 13-14 — Santana 22 Nationals. RYC, www.richmond

yc.org.
 July 14 — Tri-Island Race #2. BYC, www.berkeleyyc.org.
 July 14 — Summer #4 on Lake Elizabeth. Fremont Sailing 
Club, www.fremontsailingclub.org.

July 14-19 — Whidbey Island Race Week in beautiful Puget 
Sound. Info, www.whidbeyislandraceweek.com.

July 19-21 — Laser Masters Nationals in San Pedro. Ca-
brillo Beach YC, www.cbyc.org.

July 20 — PICYA Youth Regatta. SeqYC, July 20 — PICYA Youth Regatta. SeqYC, July 20 www.sequoiayc.org.
July 20 — Twin Island Race #2. SYC, www.sausalito

yachtclub.com.
July 20-21 — Js+ Regatta. SYC, www.sausalitoyachtclub.

org.
July 20-21 — Summer Classic. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
July 20-21 — PHRF Summer Spectacular. MPYC, www.

mpyc.org.
July 20 — Small Boat Summer #1. EYC, www.encinal.org.

 July 20 — Summer #4. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.
July 20 — H.O. Lind #3-4. TYC, www.tyc.org.
July 21 — Baxter/Judson #4. PresYC, www.presidio

yachtclub.org.
July 21 — Alcatraz Island Race. AYC, www.alamedayacht

club.org.
 July 27 — Singlehanded Race. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
 July 27 — Westpoint Marina Regatta. SeqYC, www.sequoia
yc.org.
 July 27-28 — YRA 2nd Half Opener. EYC, www.yra.org.
 July 27-28 — Santa Cruz to Monterey & Back Race. 
MPYC/SCYC, www.mpyc.org.
 July 28 — Summer #5 on Lake Elizabeth. Fremont Sailing 
Club, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
 Aug. 3 — YRA Series Race 3. RYC, www.yra.org.
 Aug. 3 — Jerry O'Grady Singlehanded Race. CPYC, www.
cpyc.com.
 Aug. 3 — Moseley Regatta. TYC, www.tyc.org.
 Aug. 3-4 — Phyllis Kleinman Swiftsure Regatta. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com.
 Aug. 3-4 — J/24 Western Regionals. BYC, www.berkeley
yc.org.
 Aug. 3-4 — Santanarama. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
 Aug. 3-11 — El Toro NAs in Kaneohe Bay, HI. Info, www.
eltoroyra.org.
 Aug. 4 — YRA WBRA #6. Info, www.yra.org.

Aug. 5-9 — International 110 Nationals. Inverness YC, 
www.invernessyachtclub.org.
 Aug. 10 — YRA OYRA SF Approach. RYC, www.yra.org.
 Aug. 10 — Dinghy Delta Ditch on the Sacramento River. 
LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.
 Aug. 10 — Shaw Island Classic, a navigational challenge 
around the Puget Sound island for PHRF, multis and cruising 
boats. Info, www.sjiyc.com.
 Aug. 10-11 — BAYS #4 at San Francisco YC for Optis, 
Lasers, 420s & FJs. PYSF, www.bayarea-youthsailing.com.
 Aug. 10-11 — West Marine Fun Regatta in Santa Cruz. 
SCYC, www.scyc.org.
 Aug. 11 — Estuary Race. AYC, www.alamedayachtclub.org.
 Aug. 24-25 — Islander InterNationals, a weekend of rac-
ing inspired by the America's Cup. Race your Islander for the 
country of your choice! Info, www.islander36.org.

Sept. 1-4 — The AC45 action heats up again with the Red 
Bull Youth America's Cup, pitting 10 teams made up of the 

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG
We have 17 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit www.westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

Take it 
from the 

top!

Top Down “Flying Sail” 
Furling Systems
In case it’s escaped your notice, there’s a revolution going on 
in downwind sails. So called “Flying Sails” like gennakers, 
code zeros and screachers are easier to deploy, fly and furl 
than conventional spinnakers, so they make sailing fast easier, 
safer and more fun, even for shorthanded crews! Independent 
head and drum swivels cause the sails to begin furling from 
the top, resulting in a tightly rolled, easily managed sail that 
is easily stowed when not in use. We carry a complete range 
of furling systems for this new breed of sails from Karver,  
Selden, ProFurl, Ronstan and Facnor. At selected stores and 
online at westmarine.com.

Top Down “Flying Sail” 



Watching the America’s Cup is
only half the experience…

Listening to the race crews as if you are on board is the other. 

The America’s Cup has partnered with Bay Area startup
Live2media to bring America’s Cup racing closer to race
fans than ever before!

Get inside the action listening to skippers, tacticians and
athletes and hear play-by-play from the expert commentary.

Listen to the racing action from any part of the designated
race and viewing areas…you’re always connected.

Supplies are limited so RESERVE YOURS NOW!

Live2media is a provider of “Offi cial Licensed Products” for the 34th America’s Cup.

(925) 399-6242
www.live2media.com

     BE READY!
LIVE BROADCAST

BEGINS AUGUST 6

Use the QR code to
receive free shipping

or visit:
www.live2media.com/lat38
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world's best young sailors against each other in one of the Bay's 
most challenging sailing months. www.americascup.com.

Sept. 7-21 — Two teams will duke it out in the 34th 
America's Cup. Expect AC Fever to overshadow every aspect 
of Bay sailing in September! www.americascup.com.

 Summer Beer Can Regattas
 BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 7/12, 7/26, 
8/9, 8/23, 9/6, 9/20. Gary Helms, (510) 865-2511 or gary-
helms44@gmail.com.

BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB —Fall Monday Night Madness: 
7/22, 8/5, 8/19, 9/2, 9/16, 9/23 (make-up). Arjan Bok, 
(415) 310-8592 or bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.

BENICIA YC — Thursday nights through September. Grant, 
(510) 230-3649 or harlessgrant@sbcglobal.net.
 BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night through 9/27. Paul 
Kamen, (510) 540-7968 or pk@well.com.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only; Thursday evening JY15 races April-
October. Gary Farber, racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
 CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night through 8/30. Info, 
racing@cyc.org.

COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through 
10/2. Jim Maishin, (650) 793-0741 or regatta@cpyc.com.
 ELKHORN YC — Saturday Beer Can Series: 7/13, 8/10, 
8/20. John Herne, (831) 840-0200 or johnherne@gmail.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Summer Twilight Series: 6/28, 
7/19, 8/2, 8/16, 9/6. Jim Hemiup, (510) 332-1045 or jhemiup@
yahoo.com.

FOLSOM LAKE YC — Every Wednesday night through 9/25. 
Info, www.fl yc.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 6/28, 7/12, 7/26, 
8/9, 8/23. Gary, (916) 215-4566 or gsalvo@pacbell.net

ISLAND YC — Summer Island Nights on Fridays: 7/12, 
7/26, 8/9, 8/23, 9/13. John, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@
yahoo.com.

LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday 
night through 10/16. Steve Katzman, (530) 577-7715.

LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night through 
August. Info, www.lwsailing.org.

LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night 7/11-8/22. LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night 7/11-8/22. LAKE YOSEMITE SA
Darrell Sorensen, sorensenwoodcraft@gmail.com.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, every 
Wednesday night through 10/2. Rak Kumar, rakk@copper.
net.

OAKLAND YC — Wednesday night Sweet 16 Series 7/17-
9/4. Jim Hild, (510) 277-4676 or oycracecom@gmail.com.

RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 7/3, 7/10, 7/17, 
7/24, 7/31, 8/7, 8/14, 8/21, 8/28, 9/4, 9/18, 9/25. Eric 
Arens, (510) 841-6022 or ericarens@comcast.net.
 ST. FRANCIS YC — Wednesday Night Series 8/7-21. 
Thursday Night Kiting Series: 7/11, 7/25, 8/1, 8/15, 8/29, 
9/12, 9/19. Friday Night Windsurfi ng Series: 6/28, 7/12, 
7/26, 8/2, 8/16, 8/30, 9/13, 9/20. Robbie Dean, (415) 563-
6363 or rdean@stfyc.com.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays through 10/30. Laser 
Fridays: 7/19, 8/16. Info, (831) 425-0690 at scyc@scyc.org.
 SAUSALITO YC — Summer Sunset Series on Tuesday 
nights: 7/23, 8/6, 8/20, 9/3, 9/17. Bob Braid, (617) 699-6755 
or race@sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/9. 
Dan Lockwood, (650) 326-6783 or dan@hnlockwood.com..

SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Laser Racing SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Laser Racing SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER
every Wednesday night (BYOB): Early May through late Sep-
tember.  Maria Gonzalez, (510) 295-4114.
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Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG
We have 17 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit www.westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

The fast, fun, affordable way to enjoy
more time on the water!
Even if you already own a boat, kayaks open a host of new 
ways to explore the water. With over 20 different models to 
choose from, West Marine has a kayak that’s sure to fit your 
needs and your budget. See them all at westmarine.com. And 
remember that shipping is free when you order online and 
pick up your new kayak at any of our store locations!

Pure
paddling
pleasure



Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron
Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS
www.OutboundYachts.com

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling 

applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tains its shape over a longer life than any sailcloth we've ever 

offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran® 
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® fi lm. And you can be 

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the 
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood 

hallmark for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft, 

tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Free Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro   (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com

• Furling Sail UV Covers
• Repair, Replacement
 and Sail Washing

GET READY FOR
SUMMER SAILING!
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SIERRA POINT YC — Every Tuesday night through 8/27. 
Info, www.sierrapointyc.org.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 6/28, 7/19, 7/26, 
8/2, 8/16, 8/23. Info, rearcommodore@southbeachyc.org.

STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night through 8/28. 
Tony Holt, (209) 256-2844 or regatta13@stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Beer Can Series through 
8/28. Dan Hauserman, (530) 581-4700 or dan@ilovetahoe.
com. Monday Night Laser Series through 8/26. Rick Raduz-
iner, (530) 308-1628 or raduziner@sbcglobal.net.

TIBURON YC — Every Friday night through 9/6. Ian Mat-
thew, race@tyc.org or (415) 883-6339.race@tyc.org or (415) 883-6339.race@tyc.org

TREASURE ISLAND SC — Tuesday Night Vanguard 15 
Team Races through 9/10. Dan Altreuter, daltreuter@gmail.
com. Lasers & V15s every Thursday night through 9/12. Al 
Sargent, asargent@standfordalumni.org.
 VALLEJO YC — Every Wednesday night through 9/25. 
Gordon Smith, (530) 622-8761 or fl eetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises. 
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date/day slack max slack max 
7/04Thu  0221/4.0E 0618 0930/3.2F
 1228 1513/1.7E 1802 2057/2.4F
 2338
7/05Fri  0302/4.2E 0700 1013/3.4F
 1314 1547/1.8E 1846 2137/2.5F
7/06Sat 0020 0339/4.4E 0740 1051/3.6F
 1355 1616/2.0E 1926 2213/2.6F
7/07Sun 0059 0414/4.6E 0816 1123/3.6F
 1433 1647/2.1E 2002 2248/2.6F
7/13Sat  0208/2.2F 0453 0807/3.6E
 1127 1440/3.1F 1759 2044/3.1E
7/14Sun 0016 0300/2.1F 0549 0855/3.1E
 1205 1524/2.9F 1838 2134/3.3E
7/20Sat  0225/5.2E 0629 0933/4.0F
 1251 1504/2.4E 1813 2109/3.2F
7/21Sun 0000 0320/5.6E 0718 1023/4.4F
 1340 1558/2.8E 1908 2202/3.5F
7/27Sat  0223/3.1F 0524 0809/3.7E
 1148 1446/3.4F 1758 2044/3.7E
7/28Sun 0040 0323/2.7F 0627 0900/2.9E
 1237 1535/2.9F 1845 2137/3.5E

July Weekend Currents

July Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
7/04Thu 0409/-0.1Thu 0409/-0.1Thu 0409/  1110/4.2 1529/2.6 2143/6.0
7/05Fri 0449/-0.3Fri 0449/-0.3Fri 0449/  1156/4.4 1616/2.7 2222/6.0
7/06Sat 0524/-0.4Sat 0524/-0.4Sat 0524/  1235/4.5 1659/2.8 2259/6.0
7/07Sun 0557/-0.5Sun 0557/-0.5Sun 0557/  1310/4.6 1739/2.8 2336/6.0

HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
7/13Sat 0255/4.8 0911/0.5 1621/5.3 2206/2.1
7/14Sun 0350/4.4 0951/0.9 1659/5.5 2308/1.8
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
7/20Sat 0408/-0.9Sat 0408/-0.9Sat 0408/  1120/4.6 1546/2.5 2207/7.0
7/21Sun 0457/-1.2Sun 0457/-1.2Sun 0457/  1207/5.0 1643/2.3 2301/7.1

HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
7/27Sat 0331/5.1 0926/0.6 1620/5.9 2231/1.4
7/28Sun 0438/4.5 1015/1.3 1705/5.9 2340/1.2

35 Libertyship Way  •  Sausalito, CA 94965

Nissan
Tohatsu
Johnson
Evinrude

Honda
Mariner
Mercury 
Yamaha

Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND

MARINE OUTBOARD
since 1990

OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

(415) 332-8020

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

Don't fi nd yourself in this boat. Don't fi nd yourself in this boat. 
Regular maintenance prevents Regular maintenance prevents 

expensive repairs.

We are We are your experts for outboard your experts for outboard your
diagnostics, repair, repower,diagnostics, repair, repower,

sales and service.

When an engine dies, there's
no walking home – just 

costly repairs, lost vacation 
time, and lost revenues.

• Factory-trained and certifi ed techs

• Open six days a week

• New and used engines bought and sold

• One-year warranty on all work
 performed and used engine sales

• Three-year warranty on all new engines



www.clubnautique.net
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LETTERS

⇑⇓25 TO 21 AT 87
 I thought you would like a follow-up on your interview 

with Buz Glass from a 
few months ago. Buz just 
bought a new-to-him Free-
dom 21. He explained to me 
that since he was getting a 
little older, he thought he 
should downsize from his 
Cal 25.
  Buz is 87 years young. 
He's still out there sailing 
whenever he can. The Free-
dom has a spinnaker, too.

William J. Grummel
Harbormaster, Discovery 

Bay Yacht Harbor

⇑⇓JOIN THE 'MOMOBDITL CLUB'
 Having had some spare time, I caught up on some of Lati-
tude's 'wisdom' for Father's Day. I noticed you have some old, 
but incomplete, wisdom posted: "The two happiest days in a 
boatowner's life are the day he buys a boat and the day he 
sells her." The saying was contributed by Gregory Clausen, 
who confessed it's been around for a long time.
 The reason I say it's incomplete wisdom is that there should 
be another sentence. "Since these are the two happiest days 
of boatowners' lives, we should strive to have as many as 
possible before our lives are complete."
 With the purchase of the Cheoy Lee 35 we rechristened 
Encore in Barra de Navidad at the end of last year, my wife Encore in Barra de Navidad at the end of last year, my wife Encore
and I have now enjoyed 35 of these 'best boatowner days' in 
our 46 years of being married. That's 18 boats, not counting 
dinghies. So far.
 I think it is time for Latitude to recognize the sailors who Latitude to recognize the sailors who Latitude
have achieved the level of 'A Month or More of Best Days in 
Their Lives', dedicated to those of us who are incorrectly as-

sumed by non-sailors 
to have some sort of 
disease. We could form 
a society, but there 
couldn't be any dues 
because, as serial boat 
buyers, most of us 
couldn't afford them. 
But if we had meetings, 
we could start them by 
introducing ourselves 
as follows: "Hi, I'm Pat. 

It's been a couple years since we sold our Marine Trader and 
said it was going to be our last boat, but we just bought an 
'81 Cheoy Lee sloop down in Mexico." Maybe we could get 
some of the guys from the bunch who have owned the same 
boat for 20+ years to come talk to us.
 Included are some shots of Encore during our rechristening Encore during our rechristening Encore
party in Barra. That's Carole waving from the cockpit. Another 
is while the boat is at anchor at Tenacatita Bay while we are 
testing our waterproof point-and-shoot camera.
 Our plan is to be back down on the boat by December, and 
up into the Sea of Cortez by spring. We should be able to give 
you an update on the cost of buying and updating an older 
boat sometime later this year, but so far we are on budget 
with costs, including radar and autopilot, but way behind on 
sailing time.
 There's another old saying I've messed with. 'So many 
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Pat and Carole McIntosh have enjoyed 35 
'best days' in their 46-year marriage.
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            we’re always here.
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Metal Works  510.864.7208
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On Memorial Day the yachting world lost our 
legendary company founder (my father) “Svend”.  
For 50 years he was an inspiring leader to our  
employees in their delivery of excellent craftsmanship 
and service. Having worked shoulder to shoulder with 
Svend for nearly 20 years now, I’ve seen the bar set 

high. From boats of wood, to fiberglass and carbon 
fiber, we’ve been here through it all. 

 
To our many loyal customers, from decades 
past and present, our pleasure to serve 
you in the same Svendsen tradition of 
excellence carries on.  

My door is always open, and we’ll see you     
    at the boatyard.

         Sean Svendsen, President

www.svendsens.com
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boats, so little time.'
Pat & Carole McIntosh

Encore, Cheoy Lee 35
Carmichael / Barra de Navidad

 Pat and Carole — So far we have the Latitude Circumnaviga-
tor's List, for West Coasters who have completed circumnavi-

gations, and the 
Over 30 Club, for 
those who have 
owned the same 
boat for 30 years 
or more. We think 
your idea of a 
'Month or More of 
Best Days in Their 
Lives' is a brilliant 
one. People can 
join your MOMOB-
DITL club by writ-
ing to Latitude, 

but in order to apply they must include a list of all sailboats 
over 20 feet that they've bought and sold.
 The Wanderer is embarrassed to report that we don't come 
close to qualifying for MOMOBDITL membership. We've owned 
and sold an Ericson 27, Bounty 41, Freya 39, Olson 30, Ocean 
71, Ericson 35, a Cal 25 and a second Olson 30. That gives 
us 16 happiest days. Our total increases to 19 happiest days 
because we now own the Surfi n' 63 cat Profl igate, our third 
Olson 30, and a Leopard 45 catamaran. But even if we sold all 
three of them — which isn't going to happen because Profl igate
and the last Olson 30 are going to be with us forever — we'd 
still be stuck at 22. Maybe we'll start paging through the Classy 
Classifi eds.

⇑⇓QUADRUPLE THE MPGS
 I was interested to read that the crew of the Islander 36 
Starship got 340 miles to the gallon during their crossing from Starship got 340 miles to the gallon during their crossing from Starship
Mexico to the Marquesas.
 In 2011, I doublehanded my Beneteau Oceanis 351 Moku 
pe'a from Hawaii to French Polynesia with my 19-year-old pe'a from Hawaii to French Polynesia with my 19-year-old pe'a
daughter Kara. We spent the full three months allowed in the 
Societies, plus 17 days each for the sails down and back. It 
blew hard for the entire trip south, and we only had to power 
for two hours in the lee of the Big Island, and four hours 
through the ITCZ. At one-third gallon/hour with my Yanmar 
3GM30F, I fi gure we burned just over two gallons on the 
2,400-mile trip. Our wind generator made more juice than 
we needed, so we never ran the engine to charge batteries.
 While in the Societies, we ran the engine to get places when 
the wind was light, but never for electricity. Once again, the 
wind generator provided all we needed.

Moku pe'a was designed to be a charter boat, so she holds Moku pe'a was designed to be a charter boat, so she holds Moku pe'a
100 gallons of water — quite a bit for a 35-footer. We had a 
water catchment system on deck, but never got a chance to 
use it as we only had one really rainy day during our time 
in French Polynesia. Our baths were always saltwater, using 
Prell or Joy for washing up, then getting a quick freshwater 
rinse at the end. I can't say how much water we used, but 
we never got dangerously low. Finding water in the leeward 
islands was a bit of a hassle. The only place we felt welcome 
to take it for free was via jerry jug from the spigot at the mu-
nicipal dock in Haamene Bay on Taha'a.
 The ITCZ was even narrower on our way home, and we 
only powered for two hours in the light stuff. That's less than 
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But there are other 'best days' while cruising, 
such as potlucks and sundowners with friends.

Exhibition organized by the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Major Patrons: Mrs. 
George F. Jewett and San Francisco Auxiliary of the Fine Arts Museums. Patron: Mrs. 
James K. McWilliams. Additional support is provided by the Estate of Donald Casey and 
the Bequest of Lois E. Kalb. Supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on 
the Arts and the Humanities. Additional media sponsor support: KPIX-TV. Community 
Partner: Ghirardelli Chocolate Company.

Media Sponsors 

Gustave Caillebotte, Regatta at Argenteuil (detail), 1893. Oil on canvas. Private collection.  
Photograph © Comité Caillebotte, Paris

Embark on an artistic voyage during San Francisco’s 
hosting of the America’s Cup with Impressionists 

on the Water. Explore the significant role pleasure 
boating and competition played in the art and lives 

of the Impressionists and Post-Impressionists, 
including Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, and Signac.

June 1–October 13, 2013

Lincoln Park • legionofhonor.org
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North 3Di ® is the fastest performance sail technology in the world. Remarkably, 
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a gallon of fuel over 2,400 miles — or 2,400 mpg!
 We made our Hawaii landfall before sunrise at Kalapana 
on the Kau Coast of the Big Island so we could watch the 
lava fl ow into the sea. Alas, we arrived during one of the few 
periods when the lava from Kilauea wasn't making it all the 
way to the ocean. We had a great daysail down the Kau Coast 
though, and made our formal reentry into the U.S. at Hono-
kahau Harbor in Kona. We ran the engine a bunch getting 
from South Point on the Big Island back to our home port of 
Kaneohe on Oahu.
 We burned a total of 60 gallons of fuel in the 4.5-month 
trip.

Bill (Noodle) Leary
Moku pe'a, Beneteau Oceanis 351

Kaneohe Bay, Oahu

 Bill — Brilliant! If we were giving out green hats and shirts 
for minimal fossil fuel and water consumption, you and Kara 
would get a couple.
 By the way, we made an error with regard to Starship. They 
actually got 640 mpg, not just 340 mpg. But you still hold the 
record by a — pardon the pun — bunch of miles.

⇑⇓AND NOW, THOUGHTS ON THE AMERICA'S CUP
 A recent article about Team Oracle quoted Russell Coutts 
as saying, ". . . this [latest Oracle cat] represents the boat 
that is going to defend the America's Cup, for America, in 
America."
 What a laugh, as it was said by a Kiwi in charge of a team 
that has only two Americans onboard. The rest are Kiwis, 
Aussie, Dutch and Antiguan. This team is about as American 
as Olive Garden is an Italian restaurant.
 The overwhelming number of Kiwis on all teams shows 
that they are indeed the true leaders of the sport. Whichever 
team wins, New Zealand is the winner in the end. And well-
deserved. I say come and take that Cup home to Auckland 
where it belongs. Am I disloyal to America? No, but it's a 
corporate challenge, not a country challenge as it used to be.
 By the way, I don't use Oracle software, but I have had a 
nice fl ight on Emirates. 

Capt. Larry Jacobson
Circumnavigator

 Capt. Larry — While we'd like to see at least half the crews 
come from the country of the entry, mercenaries have been a 
big part of the America's Cup for as long as we can remember.
 We'll agree that the Kiwis are the leaders of the America's 
Cup facet of sailing, but when it comes to setting singlehanded 
and crewed oceanic and circumnavigation records, the Kiwis 
aren't even a blip on the radar compared to the French. As you 
probably know, Frenchman Francis Joyon just set yet another 
great singlehanded transoceanic record, averaging over 26 
knots all the way across the Atlantic and averaging more than 
27 knots for 24 hours. It's apples and oranges, of course, but 
in our opinion Francis Joyon is the greatest living sailor.
 Your last comment seems snarky. You may not use Oracle 
software, but enough businesses have liked its products to 
propel Larry Ellison from having virtually nothing to being the 
fi fth richest person in the world. One who could buy Emirates 
Airline if the government of Dubai, which owns the airline, ever 
wanted to sell.

⇑⇓THE TRUE MASTERMIND BEHIND THE AC72S
 The fi rst couple of letters in the June issue blame Larry 
Ellison for deciding that the 34th America's Cup should be 

(510) 521-6100(510) 521-6100 • Fax (510) 521-3684
2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda
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sailed in massively overpowered 72-ft catamarans. Disgusted, 
one letter writer invited Ellison to try dancing across the boat 
while foiling at 40 knots.
 But it's my recollection that it was Russell Coutts, not Elli-
son, who was on the podium for the announcement that AC34 

would be sailed in the 
big cats. I was shocked 
and never liked the 
choice.
 I  have  f o l l owed 
Coutts' career for many 
years, and it's been full 
of risky decisions. For 
example, last year we 
all saw the video of an 
overaggressive Coutts 
trying to barge at the 
starting line of an AC45 

World Series race. He was legally shut out by James Spithill, 
one of his employees, and thus impaled the committee boat 
with one bow.
 Having followed Coutts' career and listened to him over 
the years — and by the way, I have a framed photo of myself 
with Coutts and Paul Cayard and others on a match race 
committee boat some years ago — I think that his engineer-
ing background and love of risky promotions made him the 
person who sold Ellison on the massive monsters.
 On the other hand, remember Ellison's famous statement 
after doing the deadly Sydney Hobart Yacht Race on his maxi 
Sayonara some years ago that he thought he was going to Sayonara some years ago that he thought he was going to Sayonara
die. He later told author Bruce Knecht that, from then on, he 
was going to stick to inshore racing where competitors didn't 
have to risk their lives to win. Those aren't the words of one 
who likes to take risks.
 After the tragic death of Artemis' Bart Simpson, I didn't 
hear any public words of sympathy, condolence or guilt from 
Coutts. I was disappointed.
 I hope that any future letter writers to Latitude will invite Latitude will invite Latitude
Coutts rather than Ellison to try dancing across the deck of 
a foiling AC72.
 While I would prefer to remain anonymous, I'm retired from 
30 years of yacht racing on the Bay and ocean, with my last 
boat being a 45-ft racing boat. Prior to that, I spent some years 
on a yacht club executive race committee, and was chairman 
of many regattas, including one year as chairperson of the St. 
Francis YC Big Boat Series.

Call me 'Rose Pearl'
Between race boats

 Rose — It would be interesting to know how much input 
Ellison had in the design parameters of the 72-ft cats. It's just 
speculation on our part, but we suspect not very much. After 
all, it seems as though Ellison, who is not an engineer and 
who doesn't have particularly extensive sailing experience, 
was paying Coutts the really big bucks for technical expertise 
and sailing experience. Of course, for all we know, Coutts 
came up with a more moderate design and Ellison said, "I like 
what you've come up with, but let's make the wing mast three 
times bigger for added excitement." And then insisted on it over 
Coutts' objections. But we doubt it.
 Ellison not a risk-taker? You must not know much about the 
history and evolution of Oracle, and why it is that Ellison owns 
so much more of Oracle (23.5%) than, for example, Bill Gates 
does of Microsoft (6.4%).
 By the way, having sailed on several multihulls at 35 knots, 
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It doesn't seem likely that Larry Ellison had 
considerable input on design parameters.
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we'd have no trouble walking from one side of an AC72 while 
she was foiling at 40 knots. That's when they are really stable. 
It's when the big cats bear off or jibe that everybody's sphincters 
pucker up.

⇑⇓A KNIFE ON THE CALF SEEMED MELODRAMATIC
 As a catamaran sailor for 50 years, I have often thought 
about the potential for something tragic to happen in this 
America's Cup, such as what happened to Andrew Simpson 
of Artemis. Many years ago, Joe Siudzinski, a friend and fel-
low Shark catamaran sailor, always sailed with a sheath knife 
strapped to his calf. At the time I thought it melodramatic. 
But for big cats, with large areas of trampoline and sail, and 
many lines, a knife strapped to a calf could be a life-saver. 
I hope multihull sailors will not be shy and think about it. 
Make our sport safer.

Peter O'Driscoll
Planet Earth

 Peter — Since both Artemis and the America's Cup folks 
have steadfastly refused to divulge exactly how Simpson was 
killed, we have no idea whether his and the rest of the crew's 
having knives on them would have helped. In the case of the 
massively powerful AC72s, much more sophisticated safety 
equipment than knives is going to be required. Whether it will 
be enough remains to be seen.

⇑⇓THE AMERICA'S CUP NEEDS SOME COMMON SENSE
Latitude must have been having seizures after the Artemis Latitude must have been having seizures after the Artemis Latitude

tragedy, as prior to the accident you very correctly said that 
the America's Cup should have been sailed — for several 
reasons — in trimarans. What a debacle for the entire Bay 
Area! When will the America's Cup people get some common 
sense? This is all about the hubris and idiocy of rich guys.

John Boye
Tom Thumb, Havsfi dra 25

Brookings, Oregon

 John — "Seizures"?
 We have favored — and continued to favor — one-design 
multihulls such as the MOD70s for the America's Cup because: 

1) They would be much 
more affordable and 
attract much greater 
participation; and 2) 
They have proven them-
selves to be safe cross-
ing oceans at very high 
speeds as well as in-
shore. There is nothing 
about three hulls, of 
course, that makes tri-
marans immune to fl ip-
ping, but the MOD70s 

are longer, slightly less powerful, and more robustly built than 
the ORMA 60s that preceded them, and they are certainly less 
dangerous than the 72s.

⇑⇓WHICH BILLIONAIRE HAS 'THE LONGEST POLE'?
 As much as I agree with Latitude's advocacy of MOD70 
trimarans as the choice for America's Cup vessels, it ignores 
the history and fundamental reason for the existence of the 
America's Cup. If the goal were to provide a test of sailing 
athleticism, the event would be sailed in Aussie 18s. Or if it 
were to be a test of tactical sailing ability, the choice would 
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MOD70s would make the AC more fun to 
watch, but would they hinder innovation?
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be one-design monohulls. No, the Americas Cup has always 
been a contest between billionaires to demonstrate who has 
'the longest pole'. And if the result can't be determined by 
who spends the most money, what is the point?

Richard Elder
Jackson, Wyoming

 Richard — It's our understanding that the AC45s and AC72s 
are a much more severe test of athleticism than the Aussie 
18s, and in any event the Aussie 18s don't have the necessary 
grandeur for what is supposed to be the pinnacle of inshore 
sailing competition. One-design monohulls might be a better test 
of tactical sailing ability, but we're going to withhold judgment 
on that until we hear from the tacticians after the Cup is over.
 The America's Cup winner hasn't always been determined 
by who spends the most money. It wasn't that long ago that it 
was a battle between mere millionaires instead of billionaires, 
and the best-funded syndicates didn't always win.

⇑⇓LATITUDE IS MISSING THE POINT OF THE CUPLATITUDE IS MISSING THE POINT OF THE CUPLATITUDE
Latitude keeps mentioning the MOD70 class as an option Latitude keeps mentioning the MOD70 class as an option Latitude

for the America's Cup, but I think you're missing part of the 
point. Like Formula One car racing, the America's Cup has 
always been about pushing boat design, engineering and 
manufacturing to produce the fastest boat under the prevail-
ing guidelines. You're suggesting a one-design race might 
make for a tighter race, but it would remove one of the most 
unique and interesting factors of the Cup. Those who really 
follow the America's Cup don't want another one-design race, 
because seeing how different teams interpret the rules and 
design their boats is a main part of the fun. It's what has 
defi ned the America's Cup for 165 years.

Seth Hynes
Mill Valley

 Seth — Having been born in Berkeley and then attended 
the Big U during the riotous '60s, we have no problem rebel-
ling against archaic concepts from the days of Millard Fillmore 
— widely considered to be one of the worst U.S. Presidents 
ever, which is really saying something. If the America's Cup is 
truly defi ned by the design and manufacturing processes, we 
should have television crews covering naval architects doing 
CAD designs and watching crews supervising the baking of 
carbon fi ber. It's our view that what most people want — in-
cluding those who have long followed the America's Cup — is 
a combination of plenty of competitors and close racing. We're 
already missing the fi rst half of that equation, and there is no 
guarantee of the second. After all, one team could dominate 
as in the last America's Cup, which became a snorefest after 
the fi rst weather leg.

⇑⇓SLOWER IS MORE DANGEROUS IN THE 72S
 In the early '60s, Pete Oetking and I participated in the 
beginning of The International Catamaran Challenge Trophy, 
which became better known as the Little America's Cup. In 
those days, we would have 25 to 30 one-of-a-kind hellcat 
catamarans on a starting line on White Rock Lake in Dallas. 
Pete and I built some C Class Cats — 25-ft by 14-ft — and 
went racing in the initial Little America's Cup races. Those 
were fun days, with Meade Gougeon in his trimaran, Dave and 
Jerry Hubbard, van Allen Clark and others. We pitchpoled, 
and broke innumerable rudders, daggerboards, masts and 
hulls while having the time of our lives.
 Thanks to Pete's ice boat experience, and therefore bending 
spars, hollow spars and the cat rig, we excelled at sailing to 

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205, SAUSALITO, CA 94965
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weather. However, coming from the fl at water of Texas lakes 
to the open waters of the East Coast introduced us to waves, 
and we weren't very good in them — or reaching or sailing 
downwind. But we did learn a good deal about the importance 
of the apparent wind and the tremendous difference in stability 
depending on how fast we were sailing. Things like pitchpoling 
and swinging around the shrouds (which Pete called side-stays) 
and forestay while on a trapeze helped give us focus. As time 
went on, the Hubbard boys got serious and began developing 
solid wing sails. They left us in the metaphoric dust.
 But back to stability at slow and high speeds. Given the 
America's Cup course on San Francisco Bay, which is to 
windward and back, with restricted room, it's going to present 
problems. When we rounded the weather mark in our rela-
tively slow C Cats, we tried to maintain speed — Pete called 
it "getting a snoot full" — by going as fast as we could. We 
were willing to give some distance to the next mark in order 
to enable the apparent wind to keep working in our favor. I 
suspect that these very large AC72s, with their high-aspect-
ratio rigs, are only going to be stable at high speeds.
 Sailing my Morris 36 Annie out of Brickyard Cove and Annie out of Brickyard Cove and Annie
into the high winds coming through the Gate and onto the  
proposed course tells me that the high winds are sure to 
cause severe problems for the AC72s when they don't have 
the stability advantage of sailing at fantastically high speeds.

Keith Young
Annie, Morris 36

Brickyard Cove, Richmond

⇑⇓MULTIHULL-SPECIFIC OFFSHORE SAIL TRAINING
 In the June issue, Chris Peterson wrote in asking if you 
knew about any catamaran-specifi c offshore sail training 

programs. Your edi-
torial reply indicated 
that you didn't know 
of any, other than the 
short charters you did 
a few years ago to and 
from Catalina.
 It turns out there is 
a catamaran offshore 
sail training program 
run by Richard John-
son and Jessica Rice 

Johnson on their Oxford, Maryland-based 62-ft aluminum 
cat Elcie.
 Based on looks, Richard could be John Neal's twin brother 
(John of the Mahina Tiare sail training programs that he and Mahina Tiare sail training programs that he and Mahina Tiare
Amanda Swan-Neal have been doing for decades). In fact, 
Richard was the best man at John and Amanda's wedding.

Elcie is cruising across the South Pacifi c right now, and Elcie is cruising across the South Pacifi c right now, and Elcie
the Johnsons' website is www.elcieexpeditions.com.

Steven D. Gloor
San Diego

 Steven — Thanks for the heads-up, as we weren't familiar 
with Elcie Expeditions. According to their website, the ketch-
rigged cat was built in New Zealand in '08-'09, after which 
she was sailed 10,000 miles around the Southern Ocean and 
up to the East Coast of the U.S. The cat is currently in French 
Polynesia on what appears to be her fi rst year of offshore sail 
training, and will be slowly making her way to Auckland by 
mid-November. It might be a deal killer for some, but the John-
sons do the offshore training with their two daughters aboard. 
For details, visit www.elcieexpeditions.com.
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'Elcie' offers offshore cat training.
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 By the way, while reading the website, we came across the 
following paragraph: "Elciefollowing paragraph: "Elciefollowing paragraph: "  has been granted a waiver to the 
Jones Act, a law prohibiting Coastwise Trade in the United 
States by foreign-built vessels. Having been built in New Zea-
land, Elcie was prohibited from carrying passengers in U.S. 
waters. A  three-year waiting period was required for us to 
make an application. As of April 12, 2012, we are allowed to 
carry passengers between U.S. ports." Like a lot of legislation 
in the United States, including the Farm Bill, the Jones Act 
needs a thorough going over.

⇑⇓IS THERE A BETTER WAY TO REEF A CAT?
 I have been pondering a statement from the June issue 
(page 56), in response to a query about cat training: " . . . 
our biggest catamaran fear is getting caught with too much 
main up while sailing off the wind. The problem is that as you 
round up to get into position to reef the main, the apparent 
wind increases like crazy, particularly in the 'zone of death' 
. . . If you round up into the wind in too strong a breeze, the 
cat could fl ip."
 So what does the cat sailor do when he fi nds himself with 
too much main up while sailing off the wind?  Perhaps center 
the boom to avoid a damaging gybe, run downwind, and reef 
then? Or is there a better way?

Scott Duink
Tropicat, Maine Cat 30

Sarasota, Florida

 Scott — Centering the boom is certainly one idea, but the 
closer to centerline you bring the main, the closer you are 
to gybing, particularly if there is a seaway to knock you off 
course periodically. During Steve Fossett's fi rst attempt at the 
Transatlantic record with the maxi catamaran Playstation, he 
and his crew got caught with the full main up in 60+ knots of 
wind. If we remember correctly, they centered the main, the 
big cat gybed, and some battens were broken in the process. 
Somehow they managed to get the main down, at which point 
the crippled boat and the crew — who had been scared poop-
less — returned to shore.
 Reefi ng would be the best thing, of course, but it's not easy 
in strong winds as the main is plastered against the rigging 
when sailing downwind. After being part of a record-setting 
circumnavigation on a big multihull, Stan Honey told us the 
technique they used to reef going downwind was to simulta-
neously lower the halyard a couple of inches at a time while 
taking up on the downhaul and the clew. Because it requires 
maintaining high tension on both the halyard and the down-
haul while you're lowering the sail, it means you're basically 
fi ghting yourself in the process. If you've got a bunch of strong, 
experienced and fearless crew working with big winches, it 
might not be so hard in 30 knots of wind. But god help the 
husband-and-wife crew who have to try it on a 45-ft cat in 45 
knots of wind.
 Apparently beach cat sailors have a technique where they 
overtrim the main while sailing downwind, and as they head 
up into the 'zone of death', ease the mainsheet to counteract 
the increase in apparent wind. Bruno Peyron told us this was 
the technique they used on the maxi catamaran Orange's 
record-setting circumnavigation when they found themselves 
overpowered by 60-knot winds in the Southern Ocean. We're 
glad we weren't aboard, and think Bruno wished he'd been 
somewhere else, too.
 The dangers of fl ipping depend on the cat, of course. 
Performance cats, even performance cruising cats, are more 
susceptible than typical eight-person charter cats in the Ca-

www.southbeachharbor.com
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ribbean — although on rare occasions they have fl ipped, too. 
But size matters, too. If memory serves us, multihull designer 
Chris White wrote that if you double the size of everything on 
a cat — length, beam, sail area — she will become 16 times 
more stable. That one sentence was in a large part responsible 
for our making Profl igate as long as we did.
 The best thing, of course, is not to get caught with too much 
main up when sailing off the wind. When we were talking to 
the Swiss gentleman who bought the fi rst Gunboat 66, he told 
us that it was his practice to always reef at night in the South 
Pacifi c, because most squalls hit at night, and because it's so 
unpleasant and dangerous to be overpowered.
 Jim and Kent Milski, who built their Schionning 49 Sea Level 
from a kit in Vallejo, and who just got back from a three-year 
circumnavigation, report they frequently sailed with a double-
reefed main. "Most of the time we went just as fast as if we'd 
had the full main up," they report. The other issue is that with 
a double reef, they could sail much deeper because the main 
wasn't getting hung up on the rigging as it did when it was all 
the way up. 
 When lifelong sailor Wayne Hendryx of the Brisbane-based 

Hughes 45 Capricorn 
Cat sailed to Hawaii 
from Mexico two sum-
mers ago, he put in 
two or three reefs ev-
ery night — despite 
the occasional objec-
tions of some of the 
crew. Once again, it 
was a matter of not 
wanting to have to 

reef when being hit by a 30-knot squall in the middle of the 
night, and sailing almost as fast anyway. "I don't even have 
lines led for a fi rst reef, as that doesn't reduce sail enough to 
make a difference."
 And don't think a cat can't get overpowered along the coast of 
Baja. A few years ago, the owner of a new Southern California-
built Morrelli & Melvin ultra-high-performance 62-ft cruising cat 
got caught in a good breeze somewhere near Cedros with too 
much sail up. The unbridled cat took off like a bat out of hell. 
When the owner got to Cabo, he promptly put the $4 million 
cat up for sale. He'd had enough.
 We're not sure if it's because we're getting older or because 
we're getting smarter, but we plan to do quite a bit more reefi ng 
with Profl igate than we've done in the past.
 If anybody has any other thoughts on the subject, we're all 
ears.

⇑⇓NO LAUGHING MATTER
 I have a small criticism. I think the June 10 'Lectronic item 'Lectronic item 'Lectronic
about Erin Brockovich's getting arrested for boating under the 
infl uence on Lake Mead was too gentle. I encourage Latitude 
38 to speak more forcefully about reducing alcohol consump-38 to speak more forcefully about reducing alcohol consump-38
tion. When you give advice, but end it with a joke, the message 
you send is 'getting drunk while sailing is a laughing matter.' 
It isn't.
     Love your publication.  Keep up the good work.

Steve Edwards
Cal YC

 Steve — We've found that being preachy to adults is coun-
terproductive. But we agree, no matter if you're operating a 
vehicle on land or a vessel on the water, consuming alcohol 
while doing it is no laughing matter.
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Reefi ng a cat in heavy winds can be tricky.
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⇑⇓THE SOLILOQUY 12 METER MYSTERYSOLILOQUY 12 METER MYSTERYSOLILOQUY
 There indeed was a 12 Meter named Soliloquy in Marina Soliloquy in Marina Soliloquy
del Rey in the 1970s. At least I was told she was a 12 Meter, 
and she had a big '12' on her main. I wasn't going to argue 
the point as I was only 15 years old when I fi rst saw her. I 
crewed aboard Soliloquy in my fi rst Newport to Ensenada Race Soliloquy in my fi rst Newport to Ensenada Race Soliloquy
in 1971, and did the same race on her again three years later.
 In October of 1974, we raced Soliloquy in the Cal Coastal Soliloquy in the Cal Coastal Soliloquy
Race from San Francisco to Newport Beach. We fi nished poorly 
in those races, but we sailed to a clean sweep — fi rst to fi n-
ish, fi rst in class, and fi rst overall — in the 1974 Del Rey to 
San Diego Race, beating a lot of well-known yachts including 
Ragtime. This was quite an achievement because Soliloquy
was not a light-air boat, and because there was a high level 
of partying going on both belowdecks and on deck.
 To help Soliloquy move in the light conditions of Southern Soliloquy move in the light conditions of Southern Soliloquy
California, we had both the largest masthead drifter in the 
land as well as a masthead kite from the great 72-ft ketch 
Windward Passage.
 I recall that Soliloquy pointed very well, something that Soliloquy pointed very well, something that Soliloquy
would be expected of a 12 Meter. But instead of coffee grind-
ers, she had just a pair of Barient 35s for the headsail and a 
smaller bronze Merriam winch for the enormous mainsail.
 The crew in those days was a real cast of characters. It was  
mostly made up of local hippies, artists, a clarinet player, an 
auto mechanic, a photographer (me), a banker, bottom clean-
ers, yacht brokers, printers, farmers, sailmakers — and always 
the cute girls in little bikinis that just wanted to go for a ride. 
It was a great experience for me, and I learned a bit about life. 
Or at least the life I'd like to lead.

Soliloquy was owned by my friend, mentor and local sail-Soliloquy was owned by my friend, mentor and local sail-Soliloquy
maker Ken Bruns of Venice. Kenny told me that Soliloquy's 
previous owner was John Lear of Lear Jet fame.
 The story I used to hear was that she'd been built in Ger-
many in 1928 alongside her sistership Anitra, which miracu-
lously ended up in Marina del Rey also. What was the chance 
of that?

Anitra and Soliloquy became rivals, of course, and the crews  Soliloquy became rivals, of course, and the crews  Soliloquy
took it seriously. For example, I remember that the night before 
the 1974 King Harbor Race we were tied alongside Anitra on an Anitra on an Anitra
end-tie at Santa Barbara Yacht Harbor. Both crews had been 
partying all day and night at the yacht club. At some point 
there was some sort of testosterone-fueled verbal altercation 
between some of the crews before we headed back to Soliloquy.
 When Kenny, a couple of the other crew and I got back 
to the boat, we sat down in the main salon to enjoy a totally 
unnecessary nightcap. After a while, we noticed fl ashing red 
emergency lights refl ecting off the open main salon hatch. 
When we went on deck to see what was up, we discovered it 
was the harbor patrol tying onto our port side, with our star-
board side not tied to anything! We were adrift not far from the 
infamous Santa Barbara sandspit. While we couldn't prove it, 
there was no doubt in our minds that we'd been cast off by 
Anitra's crew. After all, they were wasted — plus they were still Anitra's crew. After all, they were wasted — plus they were still Anitra
pissed off that we'd beat them a month before in the MDR to 
San Diego Race.
 Those were indeed the days!
 I did a couple of beer can races in Marina del Rey in the '70s 
aboard a green ketch named Shamrock owned by Roy Disney. Shamrock owned by Roy Disney. Shamrock
I believe she was about 45 feet long and had been built by 
Palmer Johnson. She was berthed at the California YC, and I 
remember the Mickey Mouse hands on the instrument dials 
in the nav station.

Gene Prizer
Huntington Beach
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 Gene — Racing a 12 Meter from San Francisco to Newport? 
With tiny Barient 35s as headsail winches? The very notion 
troubles our mind.

⇑⇓SHE USED TO BE A 12 METERUSED TO BE A 12 METERUSED
Soliloquy was a 12 Meter. My dad and I sailed her in the was a 12 Meter. My dad and I sailed her in the was

early 1960s when she was owned by Howard Given. He asked 
my dad to be sailing master, and that great relationship lasted 
for several years.
 As I remember, Soliloquy was built in Germany in 1928, Soliloquy was built in Germany in 1928, Soliloquy
and at 73 feet was one of the longest 12s ever built. Not all 
12s were built for the America's Cup, and Soliloquy certainly Soliloquy certainly Soliloquy
was not. Made of double-planked mahogany on oak, she had 
very nice appointments down below.
 Among the regular crew were Los Angeles YC Staff Com-
modore Chuck Lavington, Dick Park, Gene Park, Bill Grant, 
Ed Cox and Dave Crocket. We usually had a crew of 12 plus 
a cook. We would race the Whitney Series against such great 
yachts of the day as Orient, Landfall, Kialoa II, Escapade, 
Audacious, the 10 Meters Branta, Brailia, Sirius and Hilaria, 
and the schooner Serena.
 One year we set the record for going around Catalina in 
the Brokaw Race, which started from inside L.A. Harbor. We 
did it in 12 hours and 15 minutes. Two years later the record 
was broken by Blackfi n.
 I was about 14 at the time and, as Ed Cox called me, 
'Navagoosh'.  In those days we navigated the island races by 
dead reckoning, a hand-bearing compass, a Swoffer log and 
the occasional RDF line of position.
 I last saw Soliloquy in Marina del Rey years ago. Someone Soliloquy in Marina del Rey years ago. Someone Soliloquy
had cut away her beautiful overhanging transom in favor of 
an ugly reversed transom. 
 P.S. Thanks for remembering my dad. By the way, do you 
know where Soliloquy is now?Soliloquy is now?Soliloquy

Jim Wallace
Marine Surveyor

Long Beach

⇑⇓SOLILOQUY WAS BLOWN UP IN A FIELD IN AUSTRALIASOLILOQUY WAS BLOWN UP IN A FIELD IN AUSTRALIASOLILOQUY
 In the June issue, Ed and Connie Quesada wondered about 
the fate of the 12 Meter Soliloquy and Roy Disney's ketch Soliloquy and Roy Disney's ketch Soliloquy
Shamrock. During my tenure working at Sails Unlimited in 
the '80s, I became associated with one boat, if not both.
 Working alongside me at the now-long-defunct Sails Un-
limited was Ken Bruns, then well-known to Marina del Rey 
sailors as the former owner of Bruns Sails. Years later Ken 
told me that the IRS had padlocked his sailmaking business 
and his 12 Meter Soliloquy for back taxes. Explaining that Soliloquy for back taxes. Explaining that Soliloquy
he had been desperate, Ken cut the locks off and sailed the 
heavily loaded Soliloquy to Australia.Soliloquy to Australia.Soliloquy
 After a few years Down Under, rot got the best of 'Quy', 
the nickname we'd given her. After parting her out, the only 
valuable thing remaining on the old girl was her keel. As Ken 
told me, the best way to remove the keel from the boat was 
to blow the boat up. Ken proudly showed me two photos. 
The fi rst was of the graceful Soliloquy lying on her side on a Soliloquy lying on her side on a Soliloquy
fl atbed trailer in a fi eld. The second was a photo of a sky full 
of lumber shards and smoke. He really did blow up the boat!
 As the story goes, while Bruns was melting the remain-
ing lead into pigs, the Aussie feds arrived on scene and the 
gig was up. Ken, who had by then taken on the alias of Ken 
Todd, was forced to leave Australia. When he fl ew to LAX, the 
authorities were waiting for him at the gate. It was after his 
stint in jail that I met him.
 Regarding the Disney boat, I don't know if it was a Morgan 
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ketch, and I don't know if it was the same boat in question, 
but Roy Disney ordered sails from us for a green ketch named 
Shamrock.

Mark Weinberger
Prima, J/33

San Diego

⇑⇓THE SOLILOQUY 12 METER MYSTERY RESOLVEDSOLILOQUY 12 METER MYSTERY RESOLVEDSOLILOQUY
Soliloquy was indeed a 12 Meter — although a rather special Soliloquy was indeed a 12 Meter — although a rather special Soliloquy

one. She was designed by Burgess, Rig & Morgan in New York 
in 1926, and built by Abeking & Rasmussen in Germany. She 
and fi ve one-design sisterships were for members of the New 
York YC. They were never intended to race with other members 
of the International 12 Meter Class, but rather only among 
themselves. The 12 Meter class was almost nonexistent in the 
United States in the 1920s. The six New York YC boats were 
to draw attention to the class for future development.

Soliloquy was brought to Los Angeles in 1938 by Arthur Soliloquy was brought to Los Angeles in 1938 by Arthur Soliloquy
Stewart. He wanted something a little bigger than the 67-ft 
yawl Chubasco that was being built in Wilmington for his Chubasco that was being built in Wilmington for his Chubasco
younger brother W.L. Stewart. At 69 feet, Soliloquy fi lled 
the bill very nicely. The Stewart family owned the Union Oil 
Company of California. 

Soliloquy had several other Southern California owners Soliloquy had several other Southern California owners Soliloquy
over the years, and raced in various handicap divisions. I 
had occasion to sail on her in 1964 when she was owned by 
Howard Given.
 As for the S&S-designed yawl Chubasco, later turned into 
a sloop, she went on to become one of the fi nest yachts ever 
produced in Southern California. She still is.

R.C. Keefe
Barient Winch Co / St. Francis YC

 R.C. — Thanks to the man who knows just about everything 
about every signifi cant yacht to have sailed the West Coast, 
we now know why the 12 Meter Soliloquy is not mentioned in Soliloquy is not mentioned in Soliloquy
the very long list of International 12 Meters.

⇑⇓LOOKING FOR AN ACTIVE SMALL-BOAT FLEET
 I used to race in the Merit 25 fl eet, but gave up my boat 
when the economy tanked. Now I'd like to get back into rac-
ing, and am wondering which are the most active racing fl eets 
these days, and if any new production boats appear to have 
a growing interest. I'd like to stay in the 25-ft range to keep 
the price of new sails reasonable, but Santana 22s and Moore 
24s seem dated.

Douglas Chew
Oakland

 Douglas — Christine Weaver at the Racing Desk reports 
that the venerable Moore 24 probably has the most active fl eet 
going, with close runners-up in varying sizes being J/105s, 
Express 27s, Knarrs, Santana 22s and Wylie Wabbits. Of 
these, the dated but still-going-strong Santana 22 fl eet would 
be the least expensive. For those preferring a bigger racer/
cruiser, look into the J/120, Islander 36 or Express 37. Newer 
designs with growing fl eets would include the Open 5.70 and 
J/70s. While Melges 24s aren't as popular as they once were, 
there are still races for them and the Melges 20s. The Merit 25 
still has a fl eet on the Estuary for beer cans and midwinters.

⇑⇓THE TURNING BASIN AT LOW TIDE
 Having just made our fi rst trip up to Petaluma for the 
Butter & Eggs event, we read the Latitude article on a cruise Latitude article on a cruise Latitude
to Petaluma with interest. Readers with sailboats might be 
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interested in a photo of low tide. The sailboats to the right of 
the powerboats were stuck until a couple of feet of tide came 

in. Most of the 40-
ft+ boats had their 
bows sitting on the 
bottom.
 For those who 
aren't members 
of a yacht club, 
there are pub-
lic restrooms in 
Petaluma. You just 
have to stop in a 

coffee shop and buy an iced tea to make a pit stop.
 With a little planning, Petaluma is a great destination.

Mike Smith
Broken Rule, Chris Craft

Glen Cove

⇑⇓THE TAXMAN TAKETH FROM SOME WHO DIDN'T OWETH
 Did you see the report that owners of Marin County house-
boats and mobile homes paid more than $600,000 in taxes 
they didn't owe over the last three years? I wonder if it applies 
to recreational boats as well. The average refund is $850.
 A total of 11 Marin county agencies hit the owners of fl oat-
ing homes and manufactured homes with parcel taxes — even 
though the owners didn't own the parcels. The mistake was 
caught by the Marin Independent Journal, which asked why, 
for instance, houseboat residents who rent marina berths 
should pay parcel taxes on land they don't own, and on which 
taxes have already been paid by the marina. After all, that's 
double dipping.
 Scott Bauer, acting head of the county library, said library 
accounting staff inadvertently counted houseboat and mobile 
home dwellings as parcels, which led to the double-dipping. 
"People deserve a refund," he said." After a review, it was found 
that the districts had issued more than 4,600 incorrect bills.

Tom Zinn
Sausalito

 Tom — It's our understanding that if you were billed when 
you should not have been, you've gotten your money back by 
now. Well, some of it. Billing errors were also made more than 
three years ago, but the districts are not refunding that money 
because the statute of limitations has run. Personally, we think 
government hiding behind a three-year statute of limitations is 
pitiful.

⇑⇓FINDING A SOLUTION TO 'BOAT TRASH'
 I'm writing in response to the April 2013 letter titled 'The 
Police Reviewed the Tapes with Reluctance'. As a member of 
the anchor-out community in the Oakland/Alameda Estu-
ary, I thought I might respond to your letter and help clear 
up some of the inaccuracies and misconceptions.
 I'm unclear where the letter writer, who asked to remain 
anonymous, obtained his/her information about the anchor-
out community. He/she states, "The oar thief was an anchor-
out, a group with too many petty criminals who are allowed 
to have unregistered boats and dump sewage in the Bay.” He 
also suggested that 'they', the people and authorities in op-
position to anchor-outs, band together and demand action.

Well, ‘they’ have banded together and they call them-
selves 'The Coalition'. This group includes most of the area 
marina managers, representatives from the Alameda Police, 
the Alameda County Sheriff's Offi ce, the Oakland Police 

There's a shoal that runs parallel to the main 
dock in Petaluma. Boats stay put at low tide.
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Department, the Port of Oakland, the Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission, the Coast Guard, and members 
of various fi re departments, along with various people I don't 
know.
 All of these folks have banded together to fi nd, fund and 
implement a solution to the wrecked, abandoned, unsafe 
and illegally tied-up boats littering the waters. Included in 
this agenda are the 'boat trash’ — I proudly count myself as 
one of them — who have the nerve to live on their boats in 
their — The Coalition's — Estuary. Their reasoning for the 
wholesale eviction of any and all anchor-outs in the Estuary 
is the same as found in the misleading and inaccurate state-
ments made by Mr. Withheld.
 Another member of our small, besieged anchor-out com-
munity managed to contact The Coalition, and we were al-
lowed to attend a meeting. The time they told us the meeting 
started was in reality the last few minutes of the meeting. 
But we presented ourselves as legal, registered, responsi-

ble boatowners, and 
asked to open a line 
of communication 
to see if there was a 
way we could work 
together. We offered 
several ideas on the 
subject.
 "Why don’t you 
leave and go some-
where else like Rich-
ardson Bay?" was 

their solution. We mentioned that leaving the Estuary and 
going anywhere would cost one fellow his job of several years 
in Alameda. We mentioned that the quarter-mile-plus row to 
shore would be diffi cult, if not impossible, for one disabled 
vet, who is an outpatient at the Oakland VA, as well as for 
one old lady who is too old and hurting to make the row to 
and from shore. Neither can afford a tender with an outboard, 
even if their boats could make it across the Bay in the strong 
breezes. We also mentioned the cost of living in the Sausalito 
area, and the problem of when the wind blows boats, not all 
of them derelicts, ashore by the bunch.
 The Coalition is trying to make, fund, and/or fi nd a law 
that will allow them to run all of us out of the sewer pond that 
we live in. They call it the 'Oakland Riviera'. One local marina 
used to hire folks to clean out their slips when showing them. 
The trash and slicks that collect in the slips every day had a 
way of putting people off.  We anchor-outs play a game here 
called 'What's Floating By'. A doghouse was the coolest, a pan 
of used hypodermic needles the grossest.
 During the First Lady's visit to nearby Coast Guard Island, 
we were offered discounted 'sneakaboard' slips for a limited 
time. We pointed out that trading one possibly illegal situation 
for a defi nitely illegal situation that we had to pay for, and 
that would quickly cost even more money when the ‘special’ 
price ran out, wouldn't be very smart.
 At present, a few friends and I are anchored at the east end 
of Union Park in the Estuary, not far from Coast Guard Island. 
We have been boarded and inspected by the Coast Guard — I 
had zero infractions — and Alameda City Marine Police unit. 
Any boat not registered was given a ticket. Anyone with wants 
or warrants — such as my friend Steven had for smoking in 
the park and not showing up for a court date — was arrested. 
One or more of the policing agencies make a game of waking 
us when they run around the Estuary in their boats. They 
seem to have a propensity for deep wakes just as they go by 
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Richardson Bay is full-to-bursting with 
anchor-outs already.
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Jean and Stephanie on SV Le Letty, 
a Roberts 44 Ketch, in Barra de 
Navidad, Mexico. Hydrovane 
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Joel on SV Compañera, a Tartan 
3800, in La Paz, Mexico. Hydrovane 
mounted o�-center to preserve 
the swim platform.
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us, and courteous speeds at other places they motor.
 The TV coverage prior to the First Lady's coming to Coast 
Guard Island to christen the Coast Guard's newest ship was a 
set-up. Nobody wanted the local 'boat trash' to make a scene 
or be seen on world television. I sent an email to the President 
and his wife, but the only result was getting it printed in the 
Alameda Sun. The television reporter asked questions, then 
answered them himself. He wouldn't talk to me. I had the best 
looking and best working boat at the time.
 Tim Darraugh, a health-challenged former member of the 
military, who wasn't looking too good, and whose boat had 
mast damage, was the one the television reporter talked to. 
Tim did his best to present our community in a reasonable 
light, but the reporter edited the piece in such a way as to 
make us seem like evil drugmakers. This little bit of journalis-
tic license — or as I saw it, deliberate sabotage — caught the 
attention of the Coast Guard commander, who hadn't even 
been aware that there was a problem with boats anchored 
within three feet of his island.
 The Alameda Police came in their boats and told us we were 
committing a misdemeanor in their presence, and could be 
arrested. Using this threat — according to the offi cial notice 
from the US Coast Guard, the Security Zone wasn’t in effect 
for another 36 hours — the police forcibly moved us without 
proper notice. There were small craft warnings that day and 
it was raining. But they scoffed when we pointed out the bad 
weather and diffi culty of upping anchor and setting sail in 
poor weather.
 After the police mistakenly told us we could tie up at a 
marina, the marina manager took one look at the weather 
and let us claim refuge. (Thank you, sir.) The reasoning the 
police used for no legal written notice was the fact that they 
had been coming by and threatening us for a period of a year 
or more. The police told us they would be back in two or three 
weeks to give us one ticket or another, and when they got our 
money they would run us out of the Estuary.
 The Coast Guard representative simply asked us what 
we intended to do about the Security Zone that would be in 
effect for the First Lady’s visit, and we told him we would be 
moving the day before the Zone was in effect. It wasn't our 
intent to cause problems or defy authority.
 Nonetheless, we have been repeatedly threatened, given 
phony illegal tickets, and had notices placed on our boats by 
the Oakland and Alameda marinas telling us to go away. Our 
pictures have been taken so many times by so many agen-
cies, marina managers and police forces that we should be 
paid modeling fees! We have had the police say we are drug 
addicts and thieves, and now the author of the letter says 
the same thing.
 I've said all that I have to say. But you can use my name 
as I won't hide. I’m going to the mat on this. I hate bullies. I hate bullies. I hate
don’t take from my community — not even scrap. In fact, we 
have helped folks learn to anchor properly, and given anchors 
and rode to some who needed them. We have gotten derelicts 
to the salvor. We saved Kokopelli twice before she foundered, Kokopelli twice before she foundered, Kokopelli
and then arranged for the owner to get her to the salvor rather 
than a local landlubber speed freak who wanted to strip her 
for salvage and leave her to break apart. My head and holding 
tank are well within the law, as is my neighbor’s. My current 
sailboat — the very old and very used — 1977 Newport 30 MK 
II Rubyiat is registered and properly displays her CF number.Rubyiat is registered and properly displays her CF number.Rubyiat
 But please remember, it was one of the marina manag-
ers, a Coalition driving force, not the anchor-outs, who was 
observed by me and others to be shouting "If you want war, 
then this is war!" at the top of his lungs while gesturing.
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 Thank you if you read this. Kudos if you print it.
Michael West

Rubyiat, Newport 30
Oakland / Alameda Estuary

 Michael — You write that The Coalition "has banded together 
to fi nd, fund and implement a solution to the wrecked, aban-
doned, unsafe and illegally tied up boats littering the waters." 
With all due respect, what's wrong with that? Isn't that their 
responsibility?
 Philosophically, we've always been favorably inclined to-
ward anchor-outs. The problem — if we can speak frankly — is 
that too many anchor-out communities in California become 
crime centers, where too many members think the act of living 
on a boat means that they are above all laws. If anchor-out 
communities in California weren't such frequent problem areas 
— they aren't in many cruising areas of the world — we think 
law enforcement agencies would ignore them.

⇑⇓WHAT'S THE FULL STORY?
 In September of last year, a 25- to 30-ft sailboat went on 

the rocks on the Alameda side of 
the Oakland Estuary. She's still 
there. On April 26 of this year, I 
observed a 26- to 28-ft sailboat on 
the rocks between the entrance to 
the Estuary and the entrance to 
the Naval Air Station. She was still 
there as of May.
 It would be interesting to know 
how these boats were lost. Surely 
some Latitude reader knows the Latitude reader knows the Latitude
story. Similarly it would be interest-
ing to know the full story behind the 
collision of the sailboat and the tug/
barge in January but I have seen no 
details on how that happened.

Martin Thomas
Kokopelli, Sabre 34

Alameda

⇑⇓DINGHY EXPECTATIONS
    After cruising for six months, we have concluded that the 
West Coast of the U.S. has nice dinghy docks with cleats; 
Mexico has decent docks or sand beaches on which to land 
dinghies; and the Marquesas has ugly concrete wharfs that 
are dinghy killers.
 Until you start cruising, it's hard to appreciate that your 
dinghy will be used almost constantly. You will use it to go to 
and from shore and to visit friends on other boats. Without 
a dinghy, your boat becomes a jail. You will use your dinghy 
to transport groceries and laundry, sharp and greasy engine 
parts, and just about everything else you can imagine.
 If you're going cruising across the Pacifi c, you've no doubt 
spent tens of thousands on the cruising platform that is 
your boat. But don't be penny-rich and pound-foolish by 
going cheap and chintzy on your dinghy. If you 'save' money 
by buying a glorifi ed pool toy instead of a real dinghy, you'll 
regret it every time you use it!
 Before you buy a dinghy, study up on the various brands 
and what types and fabrics they offer. Not all are made for 
rugged use. Most manufacturers will offer options to make 
your infl atable more useful or durable. For example, a second 
rub rail, lifting or towing eyes, grab handles, under-seat stor-
age, steering consoles and keel guards.
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What's the full story on this 
boat sinking in the Estuary?
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CLASSIC CANVAS
STARBUCK canvas works

415•332•2509
67 Liberty Ship Way, Sausalito, CA 94965

"Unless you just don't care."

"The chief mate of the Pequod was Starbuck, 
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looking; quite the contrary. His pure tight skin was 
an excellent fit; and closely wrapped up in it.
Starbuck seemed prepared to endure for long ages 
to come, and to endure always, as now; for be it 
Polar snow or torrid sun, like a patent chronometer, 
his interior vitality was warranted to do well in all 
climates."

– Herman Melville, 'Moby Dick', Chapter XXVI
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 Once you get your dinghy, you might want to consider 
additions. For instance, dinghy wheels, which are critical 
for getting dinghies up beaches in Mexico, but aren't much 
use anywhere else. Or dinghy chaps. If you're going cruis-
ing, everything you can do to protect your dinghy's skin is a 
worthwhile investment.
 However, you don't want too many options or addi-

tions, because it's 
also important to 
keep your dinghy 
as light as possible, 
no matter if you're 
going to deflate it 
and store it on deck 
during passages, 
or if you're going 
to have it hanging 
off the back of your 
boat from davits.

 There are many choices in outboards, too. Some cruisers 
have to have a big enough engine to plane so they can explore 
all over. Others are happy with a smaller one that doesn't burn 
as much fuel. Then there's the issue of two-stroke versus 
four-stroke. Two-strokes are lighter but they burn a third 
or more as much fuel. Four-strokes are heavier and more 
complicated if repairs are needed.
 No matter what kind or size of outboard you have, it must 
be reliable. If it doesn't start easily every time, either have it 
serviced until it does start easily or get rid of it. No cruiser 
wants to carry around an outboard-shaped pile of rust. Re-
member that your signifi cant other must be able to start the 
outboard easily, too. If she can't, you're not going to have a 
happy ship.
 Just as a patch kit is mandatory for an infl atable, so is a 
spare parts kit for the outboard. You may not know anything 
about internal combustion engines but local mechanics and 
other cruisers can do wonders — but only if they have the 
proper spare parts. And don't forget the oars. Infl atables don't 
row well, but if you get bad fuel or have some other problem, 
they are better than nothing.
 If you're going cruising, buy quality — you'll be glad you 
did.

M. Moyer
Cherokee Rose, Alajuela 48

Newport Beach

 M. — We couldn't agree with you more about buying a qual-
ity infl atable. Don't get one made of cheap material, because if 
it gets caught under a cement wharf, stuck under someone's 
windvane, or god knows what else, you want it to have a fi ght-
ing chance to survive. We've had great luck with Caribs and 
ABs, but there are other fi ne brands, too.
 We've owned a number of outboards over the years, and 
found them to be surprisingly reliable. While we've had great 
luck with Suzukis, Hondas and Nissans, our favorites have 
been Yamahas, in part because they seem to have the best 
repair and parts network outside the States.

⇑⇓LET THE BUYER BEWARE
 I saw the letter from the people who say they were badly 
misled about the used liferaft they bought from an individual 
in San Diego before getting ready to set sail across the Pacifi c.
 The enclosed photo shows how we sell used liferafts at 
Minney's Yacht Surplus in Newport Beach. We pop them 
open and sell them 'as-is' at give-away prices, with the buyer 
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Be sure to protect your dinghy with chaps.

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 • (510) 234-9566

COOL, COMPACT 12V DC*
AIR CONDITIONING

Enjoy year-round cabin comfort with this new
breakthrough, effi cient air conditioning unit.

*Powers through 700w inverter

CALL
FOR

QUOTE

NEW

from

REJOIN THE RACE  REPOWER WITH VOLVO PENTA

BIG DISCOUNTS WHEN YOU REPOWER
WITH VOLVO PENTA D1 OR D2 ENGINES 

For more information, contact your nearest 
Volvo Penta Authorized Service Dealer:

Helmut's Marine Service, Inc.
San Rafael, CA | (800) 326-5135

REPOWERS WITH VOLVO PENTA D1-13 (12 HP)
10% discount + $500 when you recycle your old engine

REPOWERS WITH VOLVO PENTA D1-20 – D1-75 (19-75 HP)REPOWERS WITH VOLVO PENTA D1-20 – D1-75 (19-75 HP)
10% discount + $750 when you recycle your old engine

• Helmut's will give 10% discount on the net price of your new engine.Helmut's will give 10% discount on the net price of your new engine.

• Helmut's will rebate $500 per D1-13 repower OR
$750 per D1-20 – D1-75.

• All recyled engines become the property of Helmut's Marine or its designee.All recyled engines become the property of Helmut's Marine or its designee.

• Subject to cancellation or change.
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Proudly serving for over 25 years

Safe, cost effective,
professional rigging solutions.

We'll get you ready for your next
sailing adventure!

Design consulting • Commissioning
Refits • Custom line and hardware

2805 Cañon St., San Diego CA 92106 
619.226.1252

www.pacificoffshorerigging.com
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WE SHIP
RIGGING

WORLDWIDE
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License #OE32738
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7 Marina Plaza • Antioch, CA 94509
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TWIN RIVE R S
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• Hawaii • Alaska

Shop Your Renewal & $ave • Flexible Survey Requirements

Years of unbeatable experience to match your needs to the right product.

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

Broad Navigational Areas  •  Liveaboards

Agreed Value Policies  •  Fuel Spill Liability

Get an online quote: www.BoatInsuranceOnly.com
(800) 259-5701

Private Pleasure / Commercial Risks 
Classic Yacht Programs

38º 1' N  121º 49' W • Buoy 4 Red - On the San Joaquin River

ace seguros

Representing…
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QUANTUM SAIL DESIGN GROUP

.QUANTUMSAILS.COM
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Add More Fun and Enjoyment 
to Your Sailing Experience with 
Quantum Sails

New Sails
• Racing
• Cruising
• MultiHull

• SuperYachts
• OneDesign 

Service
• Sail Washing
• Repairs
• Re-cuts

• Multi-point Inspections
• Installation & Removal
• On-the-water Evaluations & Coaching

Quantum Pacific  •  1230 Brickyard Cove  •  Pt Richmond, CA 94801  •  510-234-4334  •  sanfrancisco@quantumsails.com

http://www.quantumsails.com
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knowing they may not be returned for any reason.
Ernie Minney

Minney Yacht Surplus
Newport Beach

 Ernie — We think you're 
a brave man to sell used 
liferafts because, no mat-
ter what warnings you 
give the buyers, if some-
body dies there is sure to 
be a lawyer for the estate 
who will scream "implied 

warranty." And that's even if some do-it-yourselfer decides that 
he/she doesn't need to use a certifi ed repacker to put the raft 
back together.
 Mind you, not that we have anything against the concept of 
used liferafts. Profl igate carries one that we purchased used 
from one of the largest liferaft retailers.

⇑⇓THE 150-QT COOLER IS THE BEST UPGRADE
 I just wanted to weigh in on subject of white boat interiors 
and LEDs. First, I changed all my boat lights over to LED. 
Wow, what a difference! More light from less power.
 I also removed all the interior wood and carpet when I 
rebuilt my Cal 2-27 Carmela, and replaced it with stuccoed 
overhead and walls. As a result, my boat feels like an apart-
ment down below. When we did last year's SoCal Ta-Ta, we 
had six people aboard. Thanks to the stucco, no one felt 
claustrophobic, and when the Champagne corks fl ew at night, 
it was easy to clean the painted interior.
 For those who are interested, I purchased Carmela for Carmela for Carmela
$500 and spent $4,000 to completely strip the interior and 
make her into a comfortable cruiser. She has over six feet of 
headroom below, a full head, a v-berth and a large living area 
with a full dining table. My personal favorite is the small but 
complete apartment-sized galley.
 I removed the inboard engine and related wiring and stuff 
to make an already large interior even larger. A lot of over-
built construction techniques went into this boat to make it 
very bluewater-capable. For example, I quadruple-stayed the 
mast on both sides and triple-stayed the mast to the transom, 
triple-stayed at the stern, and double-stayed the mast to the 
bow. The result is that no one wire failure can bring the mast 

down. I added th-
ru-bolted grab rails 
on the inside and 
topside. I also built 
a watertight bulk-
head that seals off 
the rudder from the 
rest of the boat in 
case it's broken off. 
And, yeah, I've got 
an ugly 150-quart 
cooler full of food 
and beverages on a 

platform hanging over the stern. I can feed an army of party-
goers.
  Readers can check out the interior of Carmela on my blog, Carmela on my blog, Carmela
jeanmondeau.blogspot.com.

Jean Mondeau
Carmela, 1975 Cal 2-27

San Leandro Marina

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

C
AR

M
EL

A

Pre-paint-job 'Carmela' sports a 150-gallon 
'ice box' on a specially built transom platform.
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Used liferafts might be best used for a 
cockpit shade, not saving lives.

INFLATABLE
SERVICES, INC.

PHONE (510) 522-1824
FAX (510) 522-1064

1914 Stanford St., Alameda 94501
salsinfl atables@sbcglobal.net 

www.salsinfl atableservices.com

SALES • SERVICE
RENTAL • REPAIR

INSHORE
Cruising the Delta or
the coast of Mexico?

A quality, hypalon
tender is the way to go!

OFFSHORE
Racing or Cruising
Offshore?

Buy, rent or service
your liferaft at Sal's!

Oil ChangeOil Change
PumpPump
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FilterFilter
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PumpPump
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Lube OilLube Oil
FilterFilter

Raw WaterRaw Water
PumpPump

Dip StickDip Stick

( )
www.betamarinewest.com
www.hirschfeldyacht.com

400 Harbor Drive, Sausalito, CA 94965

Engineered to b
serviced easily!

Dealer for Suzuki
Outboards

Marine Mechanical Repair
Electrical Repair & Upgrades

Installation Specialists
Full Service Shop

Yacht Sales with HMR
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3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 619-804-6921

Inflatable boats and RIBs of all sizes 
fully rigged with Honda outboards. 

We offer complete service on all Honda 
outboards with computerized diagnostics 

& factory trained technicians.

Achilles, AB, Caribe, Fiji and Taurus Inflatable Boats
Klamath and Bayrunner Aluminum Boats

Powered by Honda
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 
your owner’s manual. 2008 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. ®

Run with
the Leader!

www.thedinghydoctor.com

Albatross Boathouse
Home of

Powered By HondaPowered By Honda

Come see
our 8,500 sq. ft.

indoor showroom at
our new location

off I-5 & I-8

Completely Rebuilt Marina • Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock • Free Pump Out Station 
Modern Launch Ramp • Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair

Arena Marine Supply Store • Andy's Local Market • Bait Shop
Land or Sea Canvas • Windjammer Yacht Sales • Loch Lomond Yacht Club 

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

Loch Lomond marina

RARe OPPORtunitY!
Two 40' Covered Slips, a 62' Slip & a 96' End Tie Available
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 Jean — Although it might be detrimental for sailing upwind 
in chop or sea, the 150-quart cooler hanging off the back is our 
favorite improvement.
 For those who might have missed the announcement, the 
second SoCal Ta-Ta for Cruisers — from Santa Barbara to 
Catalina with stops at Santa Cruz Island, Paradise Cove and 
King Harbor — has been postponed until next summer because 
of the America's Cup.

⇑⇓ADVICE ON TOMALES BAY
 I'm interested in taking my Sabre 38 Aegea up to Tomales Aegea up to Tomales Aegea
Bay from San Francisco. According to Bob and Carolyn 
Mehaffy's Cruising Guide to San Francisco Bay, it should be 
possible, if timed correctly, to take a deep-draft sailboat into 
Tomales Bay. But I'd like to hear some more recent accounts. 
I'd love to hear from fellow Latitude readers who've been there.Latitude readers who've been there.Latitude

John Zeratsky
Aegea, Sabre 38

San Francisco

⇑⇓NEVER ENTER ON AN EBB
 The San Francisco Station of the Cruising Club of America 
makes an annual cruise to Tomales Bay, usually in Septem-
ber. The important thing is to enter Tomales Bay on a fl ood, 
ideally just before the peak of the fl ood current when the 
tide is high. A boat with 6.5-ft draft can make it under those 
conditions. Under no circumstances should a yacht enter 
Tomales Bay on an ebb current. 
  If fog obscures your visibility, back off and go up to Bodega 
Bay. Be sure you can see the marks at the entrance. One of 
our members lost his boat on the bar when he allowed an 
inexperienced helmsman to proceed in the fog and missed 
the channel. 

John E. Sanford
Historian, Cruising Club of America, SAF

Tiburon

⇑⇓TO DOG-LEG OR NOT TO DOG-LEG
 We go into Tomales Bay at least once a year, usually in the 
fall with the Stockton Sailing Club. We hug the peninsula side, 
and dog-leg out at a spot called the 'rapids' where we see the 
most shallow water. This year we saw three feet under our 
fi ve-ft draft on a rising tide. A Hunter 41 that draws seven 
feet was with us and had no problem.
 Normally we anchor at White Gulch, which is a magical 
place. It has abundant wildlife, including elk, which come 
down to the water in the morning. This year we moved to 
Heart's Desire, a Tomales Bay State Park beach with tables 
and barbecue facilities for a potluck.
 Doug, a friend from Bodega Bay, joined us with his boat 
Pelican, and on the way out of the Bay had us stay right 
against the peninsula, within 100 feet of shore, and not dog-
leg out for the 'rapids'. We didn't see less than seven feet. 
Doug has been going in and out for close to 25 years.
 We only enter the bay in benign conditions. We fi rst look for 
small fi shing boats on the bar. If they are there, we've never 
had a problem. If they aren't there, we're more cautious, but 
rarely turn back. One time a wave started to break on the 
bar when we were leaving, and we can visualize how it could 
become dangerous fast.

Jim & Julie Focha
Worldwind, Westsail 32

Stockton

 Jim and Julie — Is the channel always in the same place, 
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441 Seaport Blvd.
Redwood City, CA

37o 30.144’ N / 122o 12.702’ W

SUMMER ON THE 
SOUTH BAY!

www.sequoiayc.org

Racing
Beer Can Racing: Wednesday nights,  
    Piano Bar after the race
Summer Series
 • #4 July 20
 • #5 August 17
Single-handed Series
 • #4 Sept. 28
Moonlight Marathon: July 13
Westpoint Marina Regatta: July 27
Hannig Cup: August 28
Barth Race: Sept. 21

Social

Island Time Party*: July 27
Western BBQ*: Sept. 20
Oktoberfest*: Sept. 28
Drop-in Dinners*:
7/12, 7/19, 8/23, 9/13, 9/20
* Members, Guests and Reciprocal Club Members Only Events

Other Activities

Cruise-outs:
• South Beach Marina: July 20-21 
• Delta YC: August 5-10
• Half Moon Bay: August 31 - Sept. 2Club Cruise-ins Welcome

MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES NOW AVAILABLE!

Junior Sailing
2012 Garrett Horder Award 
Best Junior Sailing Program 

on the West Coast

Call Toll Free (866) 463-0167
Fax (866) 795-3707Fax (866) 795-3707Fax

sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance Programs Provide:
Crew of two anywhere • Worldwide Navigation

Charter Boats • Multihulls • Liveaboards • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance covers more 
active cruising boats than any other marine 

agency in the Western Hemisphere.

BLUE WATER 
YACHT INSURANCE
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MAKE A RESERVATION AT MARINA EL CID
FIVE STARS FULL SERVICE MARINA

MAZATLAN

www.elcidmarinas.com
011-52 (669) 916-3468 

marinaelcidmazatlan@elcid.com.mx

MEXICO CRUISERS

STEP ONE:

You'll get such a great "impression"
from our marina services and beaches,

you may never leave!

• Mainsail and Jib reefing

• The only U.S. patented furling system for 
Cruising Spinnakers

• Manage all your sails safely from the cockpit!

607.749.4599
www.sailcdi.com

sailcdi@verizon.net

MADE 
IN THE 
USA

Combining a love for wine with 
a passion for sailing.
Combining a love for wine with 
a passion for sailing.

POST OFFICE BOX T • 3770 LAMBERT BRIDGE RD • HEALDSBURG, CA 95448 • 707-433-1000 • drycreekvineyard.com • © 2013 Dry Creek Vineyard, Healdsburg, CA

“The good folks at Dry Creek are committed 
to our sport and to making great wine.”

– Peter Isler, two-time America’s Cup winner

Official Supplier of Artemis Racing — Challenger 34th America’s Cup

http://www.drycreekvineyard.com
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or does it change from year to year?

⇑⇓BE SURE YOU CAN HOLD IT
 There are no pump-out facilities for holding tanks on 
Tomales Bay, which is home to oyster farms for human 
consumption. Cruisers should have adequate holding tank 
capacity for the duration of their visit.

Brian O’Neill
Akvavit, Cheoy Lee 44

Napa

Brian — Hog Island Oyster Company still operates on the 
bay, but the NPS is trying to shut down Drakes Bay Oysters 
at Drakes Estero. The owners are contesting the ousting, and 
are waiting on an appellate court ruling. Regardless, nobody 
should ever fl ush in a place like Tomales Bay.

⇑⇓THE REASON THE TOMALES BAR CAN BE DANGEROUS
 We have entered Tomales Bay a number of times aboard our 
43-ft cutter, and once we decided against risking it. Entering 
is more dangerous than leaving, but both require vigilance.
 We suggest entering 30 to 45 minutes before high water 
in the morning before the afternoon breezes have come up. If 
you touch or ground on a rising tide, chances are better that 
you can get off safely.
  The time we declined to enter, we had made our approach 
in the afternoon after a swell had come up. As soon as we 
passed the outer buoy (R2), a big wave began to get steep, so 
we turned away.
 Thick fog is common at Tomales, and it can add to the 
attractions of the place. But if it's foggy, it's too dangerous 
to enter. Even radar isn't enough, as it doesn't help you see 
waves coming from behind. We once left Tomales in the fog, 
but it was much more risky than if we'd been able to see. If a 
schedule requires departure at a particular time, it might be 
better not to enter in the fi rst place, because you don't have 
to risk leaving under adverse conditions.
 According to the authorities at Bodega Harbor, fatalities 
are relatively common at the Tomales Bay entrance. Most of 
them appear to be associated with open boats. On the occa-
sion that we left the bay in thick weather, a fellow in an open 
boat, with one outboard and no compass, approached us out 
of the fog to ask for the direction to the entrance. We had just 
crossed the bar and knew that there were three-ft breakers 
at the time. It was then that we realized why the Tomales Bar 
can be so dangerous.
 The line we have followed has always been mark-to-mark. 
The latest version of the chart shows the assumed position 
of a pipe on the bar where there used to be a buoy. Our line 
leaves the assumed position to starboard by a small margin 
on entry, but I have never actually seen the pipe. Others prefer 
to favor the Tomales Peninsula, leaving the assumed position 
to port. Inside the bay we have always stayed in the main 
channel, where we have never touched the ground near the 
time of high water, even on the shoal whose depth is marked 
at half of our six-foot draft.

Rick Boyce
Paloma, Hans Christian 43

San Francisco

⇑⇓TOMALES BAY CRUISE ITINERARY
 Tomales Bay is one of my favorite places in the world. I’ve 
coordinated the Stockton Sailing Club’s cruise — a week to 
10 days — at least 15 times since my fi rst trip there in 1990. 
We go in September or early October. I was there in September 

(510) 234-4400

560 W. Cutting Blvd., #2
Richmond, CA 94804
Inside the KKMI boatyard

•  Classic dodgers and biminis
•  Drop-top folding dodgers
•  Custom canvas for sailboats

All sewing in Tenara thread.

Tired of being

COLD AND WET?
Get some protection from wind and spray!

SAIL in COMFORT
with a dodger from Cover Craft
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The Iverson’s Dodger is now 
available in the Bay Area!
Dodgers • Bimini Tops • Enclosures

206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com

Check out our “Must-See” website!!

www.iversonsdesign.com

Our GUARANTEED, U.S. 
Coast Guard Approved 
course will prepare you for 
all elements of the exam, 
guide you through the ap-
plication process, and con-
clude with on-site testing.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF SAILING SF BAY

GET YOUR 
US COAST GUARD 
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OUPV LICENSE - $995
100 TON LICENSE - $1195

SAIL FOR A CURE

Sept. 30 - Oct. 11
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MODERN SAILING
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(415) 331 - 8250
www.ModernSailing.com

SAUSALItO, cA

Be part of the program that gives new sailors an opportu-
nity to experience the thrill of sailing while raising funds to 
fight blood cancers and help patients live longer, better lives.

call Us For
More Information

START SAiLiNG 
LESSONS TODAY!

Basic Keelboat Course 
(ASA101)

LAtItUde 38 
SpecIAL

$500*
*normally priced 

at $650
The sailing season is here.  Don’t get stuck on land.

*offer 
expires on 
August 1, 2013

http://www.vhby.com
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of 2011 and 2012 aboard a Hunter 34, which I recall draws 
5.5 feet.
 My strategy has usually been to leave San Francisco Bay 
at the end of the ebb or the beginning of the fl ood at the 
Golden Gate, when that occurs around dawn. That lets me 
get around Pt. Bonita and up the Bonita Channel before the 
fl ood gets serious. I then go straight through to Bodega Bay 
and overnight at Spud Point Marina. Depending on the wind, 
I can usually get into Bodega in about 12 hours.
 When the Golden Gate tides are as described around sun-
rise, it means the time you'll want to enter Tomales the next 
day will be late in the morning. You want to cross the bar at 
the end of the fl ood and before the wind comes up. Depend-
ing on the height of the tide, you should have about 10 feet 
or more on the west side of the Tomales Bay entrance.
 The charts show something like eight feet over the bar at 
MLLW, but it is actually somewhat less than that. The deep-
est section of the bar is to the west along Tomales Point. As 
you reach the Tomales entrance buoy 'TB', you get a pretty 
good idea of conditions at the bar. Also, if you see fi shing 
boats crossing the bar, that will tell you what to expect as 
well. The last few times I’ve entered Tomales, it has been a 
piece of cake. You want to use the same strategy leaving the 
bay. You’ll have some current to buck as you leave, but not 
too bad if it’s in the last hour or so of the fl ood.
 One problem is that there is a tide gauge for height at 
the Tomales entrance, but not for currents, so you have to 
interpolate.

Peter Hine
Enigma II, Catalina 27

Stockton

⇑⇓THE MOST EXCLUSIVE RACE IN ST. BARTH
 The Wanderer often writes about the three great sailing 
events in St. Barth — the Bucket, the Voiles and the West 
Indies Regatta. But he's missing one. In fact, it's the one that 
has far more sailors wanting to race than there are spots.
 My husband Greg and I, who cruised our Morgan Out-
Island 41 Scirocco from the West Coast into a hurricane in Scirocco from the West Coast into a hurricane in Scirocco
Florida, recently bought a Formula 18 Nacra Infusion. Nothing 
like a racing catamaran to spice up a relationship! We keep 
our 396-lb boat in Redwood City, and have been training on 
it about four days a week. We get the help of  F18 guru Phillip 
Meredith, who has spent dozens of hours coaching us. 
 We love the consistently strong winds of San Francisco 
Bay, but let's face it, it's cold! Come winter, it would be nice 
to strip off our wetsuits and sail in warmer waters. And let's 
be honest, I'm jonesing for a cheeseburger in paradise. 
 It just so happens that from November 18-26, St. Barth will 
play host to the 6th annual Cata Cup for F18 catamarans. Over 
half of the 50 entries are former Olympians, world champions, 
or America's Cup sailors. Competitors include America's Cup 
Oracle Racing Team coach Darren Bundock, four-time Olympic 
gold medalist Enrique Figueroa, European world champion 
and Olympic sailor Carolijn Brouwer, and two-time Olympic 
medalist and 10-time world champion Mitch Booth.
 The other half of the spots go to whoever signs up fi rst, 
but with quotas for different areas. There will be 10 French 
teams, 15 non-French European teams, and 20 from the West 
Indies, Americas and the rest of the world. The nine boats 
from the U.S. and Canada that are going include three-time 
North American champion John Casey, who is campaigning 
to represent the U.S. in the 2016 Olympics in Brazil.
 The demand for spots in the Cata Cup was so great that 
they were all gone in 8 minutes and 34 seconds! They could 
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Capapa taiaia n’n’ns’s’ License TrTrT aiaia ning
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(707) 252-8011 • Fax (707) 252-0851
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                      Paints
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MARKET RESEARCH
To know the ropes, there's 

nothing like being 'out there'.

Easom Racing and Rigging has
15 Transpacs under their belts.
We know the ropes because
we're on the
race course.

Easom Racing and Rigging

1230 Brickyard Cove Rd., Suite 102
Point Richmond, CA 94801

Call for estimate.

(510)  232-SAIL (7245)
www.easomrigging.com

Yes, top down furling
only works with

TDF cable.
We have it – call today!
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KISSINGER CANVAS
Marine Canvas & Interiors

STEVEN KISSINGER

(925) 825-6734
Covering the Entire Bay Area

• Biminis

• Boat Covers

• Cushions

• Sail Covers

• Headliners

• Awnings

DODGERS

Side handrails and window covers
included.

OPTIONS

Aft handrail, dodger cover,
sailing bimini.

Free Estimates and Delivery

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 

Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power    Classic or Contemporary

Fiberglass    Aluminum    Steel    Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide superior service

and the finest coverage available today.
To be sure you're getting the best insurance value
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have gotten many more entries, of course, but they want the 
event to be "on a human scale."
 Well, guess whose entry was accepted? That's right, ours! 
Greg and I will be racing against Olympians, world champions 
and America's Cup sailors. 
 In 2001, Greg and I met and fell in love on the Baja Ha-Ha. 
After sailing over 10,000 miles together, we're thrilled to be 
included in the Cata Cup. We may have jumped in over our 
heads, but we've pushed our doubts aside and let our excite-
ment take over. 
 Each entry will be sailing their own boat, so we're going 
to take down the mast in Redwood City and drive our F18 
to Sarasota, Florida, to compete in the F18 National Cham-
pionships in October. From there, we'll pack our boat on a 
container and ship it to St. Barth. Three Cata Cup containers 
leave Europe in October, and in November Cata Cup contain-
ers leave from Miami and various ports in the Antilles. 
 "The loading is the start of the event," says Helen Guilbaud. 
"The day the containers are opened in St. Barth and everybody 
is reunited with their F18 is almost touching. When everybody 
fi nds their toy, they are so happy."
 Each of the four race days will start with breakfast at the 
race village. Then there will be racing on courses off Baie St. 
Jean, as well as the mandatory around-the-island race. In 

the afternoon, ev-
erybody has lunch 
together. After din-
ner, there will be 
festivities at Nikki 
Beach.
 Part of the she-
bang — the hotel, 
food, rental car, and 
shipping the boat 
from Miami to St. 
Barth and back — is 

costing us $1,000. Unfortunately, the other half of the shebang 
is our expense getting the boat and ourselves to Florida and 
back. But we're sure it's going to be worth it.
 If you've got six minutes and want to feel jealous, check out 
the video from last year's event at www.stbarthcatacup.com/
fr/pages/accueil/1. By the way, the guy playing the guitar in 
the blue shirt is the longtime president of St. Barth.

Cherie Sogsti
Redwood City

⇑⇓REPLACING OVER REBUILDING
 Good day from Angel Louise in Mahon, the capital of the Angel Louise in Mahon, the capital of the Angel Louise
Spanish Balearic Island of Menorca. We let the oil in our port 
Yanmar diesel run out — it's long had a slow external leak 
— while on our way from Sardinia to Menorca. It resulted in 
a cracked head or block, or perhaps a blown head gasket. 
Regardless, we found antifreeze mixed with what was left of 
the oil in the sump. This was not a good thing.

Latitude readers have previously debated the pros and cons Latitude readers have previously debated the pros and cons Latitude
of rebuilding diesels versus replacing them with new ones. 
We'd lost of the use of the starboard engine on the Danube 
River last summer and ultimately repowered with a new Yan-
mar in Turkey last fall. But we kept all the old parts from the 
replaced engine, thinking we could use them when it came 
time to overhaul the port engine. But we ultimately changed 
our minds on a doing a rebuild to the port engine. After all, 
she's a 20-year-old Yanmar 3JH2E with 7,800 hours. In ad-
dition to the small oil leak, she's been burning an increasing 
amount of oil, resulting in smoke and some water pollution.
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Expanded Guest Slips to 200-ft!new
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 So after considering all the issues involved — including the 
cost — Sue and I have reached an agreement with the Mahon 
Yanmar dealer to buy a new 3JH5E diesel engine (38-hp), 
which comes with a two-year warranty. It will be identical 
to the Yanmar 3JH5E engine we purchased last fall for the 
starboard side. One consideration was that our insurance 
covers engine damage if the engine is less than 10 years old. 
Another consideration was that we got the engine at 20% off 
retail, tax-free, and including the cost of labor.
 We make the 30% down payment on the engine tomorrow, 

at which point it will imme-
diately be shipped from the 
Yanmar dealer in Barcelona, 
arriving by the end of the 
week. Tomorrow we will move 
Angel Louise to a dock con-Angel Louise to a dock con-Angel Louise
trolled by the engine dealer, 
where we'll remain until the 
installation is complete. On 
Saturday we'll go to the city's 
commercial docks — which 
are closed that day — to have 
a crane offl oad the old diesel 
and load the new diesel. By 
Tuesday of next week, our 
engine should be installed 
and certifi ed, allowing us to 

leave here and continue west across the Med.
 We are relieved and happy, and believe the new engine will 
serve Angel Louise and us for many years to come.Angel Louise and us for many years to come.Angel Louise

Ed & Sue Kelly
Angel Louise, Catalac 36

Des Moines, Iowa

 Ed and Sue — Based on the number of unsuccessful engine 
rebuilds we've heard about lately, we think matching your other 
new engine was probably the way to go. And if you have to do 
it, what better place than Mahon? We don't know who judges 
these things, but its three-mile by 900-yard wide natural harbor 
is said to be the second deepest in the world. All we know is 
that it would be a perfect place to have an Olson 30 for a sum-
mer month of intimate harbor exploration.
 Looking at the goo from your oil sump reminds us that Mahon 
is the birthplace of mahonnaise, that combo of egg yolk, oil and 
vinegar that is as delicious as it is fattening.

⇑⇓THE DIFFERENCE IN LITHIUM BATTERIES
 In last month's Letters about exploding lead acid batteries, Letters about exploding lead acid batteries, Letters
a self-described professional marine electrician said words to 
the effect that lead-acid batteries look baby-safe by compari-
son to LiCo batteries, as "Boeing was fi nding out."
 Please. First of all, one would think a "marine electrician" 
would know the difference between LiFePo battery chemistry 
used in house service on boats and LiCo chemistry used by 
Boeing on airplanes. Second, I have 700-amp LiFePo batteries 
installed and working on my Kelly-Peterson 44. I have dead 
shorted the same 700-amp cells and found the results to be 
much tamer than a lead acid battery explosion. LiFePo bat-
teries produce a lot of smoke and a burst — as in expansion 
— of the PVC case, but no explosion, fi re or acid. In fact, the 
resultant short and reaction didn't even melt the PVC casing 
of my batteries.
 When used with minimum of charge and discharge con-
trols, LiFePo batteries are safer than lead acid batteries and 
potentially could last 10 times as long. The LiFePo mode 
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of failure is not a catastrophic explosion or fi re. However, 
destroying a few LiFePo cells from overcharging might be 
considered catastrophic to one's wallet, as the batteries are 
much more expensive than lead acid.

Dwain Lentz
Dancy, Kelly Peterson 44

San Diego

⇑⇓NOT AS DANGEROUS AS I'D BEEN LED TO BELIEVE
 I’ve had two batteries explode at two different times. Both 
were large 8-volt Interstate batteries used in our 32-volt start-
ing systems. Each time, the explosions occurred when I hit 
the starter button. Both batteries blew apart from internal 
issues set off by the current draw. I don't believe ventilation 
was an issue, as the batteries blew their tops off and didn't 
damage anything around them — such as the other seven 
batteries. The exploding batteries were well-contained by the 
¾-inch plywood battery box top.
 The 8-volt batteries in the 32-volt system need watering 
about every three weeks, which is roughly four times the rate 
of the 8D 12-volt house batteries charged by an ancient Lewco 
charger. I believe that the electrolyte levels were good, but I 
didn't check them the day of the explosions. I have since put 
the 32-volt charger on a timer to keep it from cooking the 
batteries.
 The upshot is that the explosions have been loud, scary 
and messy, but not as dangerous as I’d been led to believe.

Dan Akol
Basic Instinct, 58-ft Bertram
Long Beach/Nuevo Vallarta

⇑⇓"WE'RE NOT JUST SKEPTICAL"
 As a longtime and avid environmentalist, I can say with 
absolute certainty that I and others are not "skeptical" — as 
Latitude put it — about the proposed canal across Nicaragua. Latitude put it — about the proposed canal across Nicaragua. Latitude
We are strongly and unequivocally opposed to this proposed 
destruction of yet another part of our planet.

Jeff Hoffman
San Francisco

 Readers — For those who didn't read the June 17 'Lectronic 
item, the following will bring you up to speed: "The Nicaraguan 
government has just approved a contract for HK Nicaragua 
Canal Development Investment Co. Ltd to build a canal be-
tween the Pacifi c Ocean and Caribbean Sea. The Hong Kong-
based investment company says it would take up to 11 years 
to complete the canal at a cost of more than $40 billion. The 
canal proposal received astonishingly quick approval from the 
leftist-controlled National Assembly, dominated by President 
Daniel Ortega's Sandinista Front. Curiously, no route has 
been chosen, the investment company has no experience with 
huge construction projects, and environmentalists and ship-
ping experts are skeptical. No matter which route is chosen, 
it's expected to be about 130 miles through jungles, lakes and 
supposedly protected lands, although it will probably also take 
advantage of (35-mile-wide) Lake Nicaragua and/or the Rio 
San Juan. Panama's Canal is about 42 miles long."

 Jeff — While there are Nicaraguans who are against the 
canal project for environmental reasons, many Nicaraguans 
are in favor because they are very poor and need jobs. The 
Sandinista Front likes it because it creates jobs, which will 
help keep them in power, and because it will rearrange the 
geopolitical situation in Central America. The Chinese like it 
because it will give them a strategic stronghold in the Americas. 
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32’ DREADNOUGHT KETCH, ‘72 $39,000
Available at less than the cost of the 
materials to build it, this is one salty, warm 
and comfortable cruiser.

40’ VALIANT, ‘77 $99,000
In 1990, the hull was stripped, dried for 
a year, fiberglass and vinyl ester resin 
applied – blisters solved!

37’ CUSTOM ENDURANCE, ‘79 $67,499
The current owner spent well over $100,000 
on this vessel during a total cruising refit 
from 2004 to 2007.

58’ FARR, ‘87 $295,000
Impeccably maintained and continually up-
graded by her fastidious owners. $30,000 
price reduction!

48’ DUFOUR PRESTIGE, ‘95 $137,500
Recent upgrades include new non-skid 
deck, upgraded sail inventory, new interior 
cushions and more.

40’ PACIFIC SEACRAFT, ‘98 $298,000
You owe it to yourself to contact us to 
arrange a viewing of this vessel in order to 
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34’ HANS CHRISTIAN, ‘77 $42,500
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Fast racer and comfortable cruiser. If you 
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

As a general rule, rich and powerful people can afford to be 
environmentalists, while the very poor are too busy trying to 
feed their families to consider the long-term effects. Latitude
is not in favor of such a canal. Neither is Panama, of course, 
as no monopoly welcomes competition.

⇑⇓FINDING RAINWATER IN NICARAGUA
 Someone needs to do a reality check about the plan to 
build a canal across Nicaragua to compete with the Panama 
Canal.
 Panama relies entirely on rainwater to operate their canal. 
Nicaragua is well to the north of the dominant low pressure 
area that generates all the water needed to operate the Canal. 
And if they used the freshwater of Lake Nicaragua to provide 
water for the proposed canal, it would kill the only freshwater 
bull sharks in the world.

John Anderton
Vancouver, Washington

 John — If a company — as opposed to a government — is 
going to spend $40 billion on something, they are going to do 
complete due diligence about whether the project is feasible.
 But our fi rst reaction was the same as yours — where are 
they going to get enough rainwater? It turns out that Nicaragua 
gets as much rain as Panama, if not more. The Pacifi c Coast of 
Nicaragua gets 40 inches a year, Managua gets 45 inches, but 
the Mosquito Coast gets a staggering 100 to 250 inches a year. 
Panama City on the Pacifi c Coast of Panama gets 70 inches a 
year — the same as Miami — while Colon on the Caribbean 
Sea gets 129 inches.
 Nicaragua, of course, was the original site of the canal that 
was eventually built through Panama. But then U.S. senators 
got involved, and decided it was much less trouble to steal a 

part of Colombia and set up 
a government that would 
not only agree to let the U.S. 
build the Canal but give us 
a 100-year lease, too.
 Feeling that they got 
screwed — which they did 
— in 1999, Nicaragua's Na-
tional Assembly approved a 
concession for the so-called 
Ecocanal, which was to 
reopen the San Juan River 
— aka 'The Drain' — to 
commercial barge traffic. 
In the mid-1800s, tens of 
thousands of 49ers coming 
to California for the Gold 

Rush used Cornelius Vanderbilt's steamboat to go up the San 
Juan River to and across Lake Nicaragua to within just a few 
miles of the Pacifi c Coast. The last few miles were completed 
on Vanderbilt's stagecoaches. To the best of our knowledge, 
the Ecocanal was a fl op.
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Nicaraguan Canal.
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Gateway to the Bay & Delta
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 It's the selfl ess intent to help another 
person that makes a hero, not the out-
come of his bravery. Sadly, the heroic 
efforts of six members of the American 
Youth Sailing Force — the local Red Bull 
Youth America's Cup team — failed to save 
the life of one woman but it wasn't for lack 
of trying.
 Team members were getting ready for 
a fundraising mixer at Golden Gate YC on 
June 21 around 5 p.m. when a minivan 
careened across Marina Green and into 
the frigid waters of San Francisco Bay. 
"When we saw the van in the water, our 

joyon smashes transatlantic record
 Despite having to come from as much as 100 miles behind the 
record pace, and having to sail hundreds of extra miles, Frenchman 
Francis Joyon has crushed the Singlehanded Transatlantic record 
with his 97-ft trimaran IDEC II. Averaging 23.3 knots on the great 
circle course — and 26.2 knots on the course he actually sailed — the 

humble Frenchman sailed from 
New York to The Lizard in England 
in fi ve days and two hours, knock-
ing an astonishing 16 hours off 
the record that had been held by 
Thomas Colville. During the latter 
stretches of the crossing, Joyon av-
eraged over 27 knots for 24 hours, 
covering 650 miles.
 Joyon now holds the 'big four' 
singlehanded records: 1) The Solo 
Round the World record of 57d, 
13h set in 2008; 2) The Columbus 
Route from Cadiz to San Salvador 
of 8d, 16h; 3) the 24 Hour Solo Re-
cord of 666 miles (or 27.75 knots); 
and 4) The Transatlantic Record 
he just set. It would be nice to see 
him go for the TransPac record, 
wouldn't it?
 Because various aspects of sail-
ing are so different — Olympics 
versus around the world versus the 
America's Cup — it would be im-
possible to call anyone the 'greatest 

living sailor'. But if someone put a gun to our head, we'd nominate 
the 57-year-old Joyon. Not only does he set remarkable records with 
regularity, he does almost all the maintenance and preparation on his 
boats himself, and no matter how long he's been awake or how rough 
the weather, he seems to be enjoying himself. Well done, Francis!

— richard

aysf team

Page 70  •  Latitude 38  •  July, 2013

continued on outside column of next sightings page

 In this month's Letters, we give two reasons for preferring MOD70 
trimarans over AC72s for the America's Cup. The fi rst is cost. Because 
the MOD70s have soft sails and are a strict one design, they can be 
built and maintained for a fraction of the cost of just the wing sail for 
an AC72 catamaran. The second reason is that because MOD70s are 
longer, depowered versions of the ORMA 60 tris and, because they have 
safely raced across the Atlantic at higher speeds than any vessel under 
100 feet, they would seem to be less likely to fl ip than the 72s. But, as 
we clearly stated, this doesn't mean MOD70s are immune to fl ipping.
 As if to prove our point, on June 22, Spindrift, one of seven 
MOD70s built to date, fl ipped during one of the La Route des Princes 
inshore races off Dun Laoghaire. It was the fi rst time a MOD70 has 
fl ipped. Unlike the tragic fl ipping of the AC72 Artemis on San Fran-Artemis on San Fran-Artemis
cisco Bay, skipper Yann Guichard didn't hesitate to explain exactly 
what happened:
 "We had 22 to 24 knots of wind at the start line with gusts up to 30 
knots at the lower end of the course. We were at the limit of weather 
conditions for our boats, and it was not great for racing. All the MODs 
had one reef in the main and staysail. We started a bit below and 
behind the fl eet, and found ourselves slightly in a wind shadow. When 
our rivals had moved away, we had a sudden gust that fl attened us. 
I was unable to do anything at the helm; the boat was turned over 
in a single blow. We let out the staysail immediately, but it was too 

mod70 fl ips in la route des princes

"So long, Francis!" Joyon left New York Harbor 
on June 12, bound for The Lizard.
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mod70 — cont'dare heroes
fi rst thought was that we had to go help," 
said Ian Andrewes, sailing team manager. 
In the minute or two it took to reach the 
van in the team's Protector, three of the 
young men had stripped off their dress 
clothes and selfl essly jumped in the water. 
By then the van was already nose down 
and sinking fast.
 Andrewes drove the Protector while 
Mikey Radziejowski and Nick Andrewes 
handed off tools to Tommy Pastalka and 
David Liebenberg, who tried to break out 
the rear window of the van. Evan Sjost-

continued on outside column of next sightings page

late as it all happened in a split second. The boat was lifted onto the 
port fl oat and went over. Jacques [Yann's brother] was with me in the 
cockpit and we found ourselves in the net. We managed to get out 
and then were airlifted. The mast broke in two when Spindrift turned Spindrift turned Spindrift
over. The frame of the trimaran was towed away to port."
 Jacques suffered a broken pelvis.
 As reported in a recent 'Lectronic, the Wanderer and Doña de Mal-
lorca sailed aboard the MOD70 Orion on Banderas Bay at speeds up Orion on Banderas Bay at speeds up Orion
to 35 knots in true wind of about 20 knots. The thing that puzzled us 
was that you could only ease the mainsheet about three feet. When we 
sailed on Steve Fossett's ORMA 60 Lakota years ago, we'd also been Lakota years ago, we'd also been Lakota
surprised at how short the mainsheet was, although as we remember, 
it was somewhere between eight and ten feet long. Based on the video 
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"Wotcha, governor!" 'IDEC II' arrived in Eng-
land on June 16, smashing Thomas Coville's 
previous Transatlantic record by 16.5 hours.

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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mod70 — cont'd heroes
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of the accident, it doesn't seem to us that the trimaran fl ipped in a 
"split second," and that had there been a 'panic button' to instantly 
release the mainsheet, as there was on Lakota, it's possible that the 
trimaran could have been kept from fl ipping. But clearly nobody can 
guarantee that any of these high-performance multihulls won't fl ip.
 The danger with big racing multihulls is, of course, not that they 
will sink, but that members of the crew will be hurt falling from high 
above the water onto a hard surface, or that they will be trapped 
under the nets.

— richard

edt free dove to get the doors open. They 
worked frantically for another couple of 
minutes, until the van sank out from un-
der them. Sadly, they were unsuccessful.
 It took several hours for rescue assets 
from the San Francisco Fire and Police 
Departments to locate the van but by then 
conditions forced a delay in recovering 
the van and its sole occupant. The body 
of Debra Crenshaw, 60, was retrieved the 
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harry's tales from out there— cont'd
 Our having reported on more offshore sailors and circumnavigators 
than we can count, it hasn’t always been the most famous sailors 
with the fastest boats that have impressed us most. In fact, one of the 
most impressive of all is one of most self-effacing people we’ve ever 
met — yet he certainly had plenty to crow about. 
 We fi rst became aware of longtime singlehander Harry Heckel, Jr. 
during the winter of 2003 when some fellow cruisers reported that he 
was long overdue 
on a crossing from 
Japan to North 
America. Turned 
out he was safe, 
but during that
4,000-mile North 
Pacific crossing 
his Dreadnought 
32 Idle Queen had Idle Queen had Idle Queen
taken a beating 
from at least nine 
gales or near-gales 
(Force 7 or 8), and 
was also forced to 
drift through long 
periods of calm. Typical of Harry’s selfl essness, his biggest concern 
during the passage was that his four children, many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren would worry about him. At the time, he was 
87 years old.
 We’re happy to report that Harry eventually made landfall safely, 
but in Hawaii, not on the West Coast as planned. When only 700 
miles from San Francisco, Idle Queen’s mainsail suffered irreparable 
damage and Harry had to run for Hawaii, 1,600 miles out of his way. 
He was understandably shaky when he fi nally stepped ashore after 
142 days at sea. 
 Two years later, he crossed the tracks of that 10-year, east-about 
circumnavigation at Jacksonville, FL, at age 89, thus breaking his 
own record as the world’s oldest circumnavigator. He originally earned 
that title in 1994, then 78 years old, when he completed a speedy, 
2.5-year lap, west-about, around the planet. Even if we continue to 
report on world voyagers until we’re Harry’s age (he’s now 97 and 
still going strong), we’ll never forget the anecdote about that fi rst 
benchmark: A friend petitioned the Guinness Book of World Records
to include Harry’s feat in their next edition, but Guinness regretfully 
declined, stating that they would hate to encourage such behavior!encourage such behavior!encourage
 Today, we’re thrilled to report that Harry recently completed another 
impressive achievement. With a little help from his daughter Flo, he 
has just published an engaging book about his travels: Around the 
World in 80 Years; The Oldest Man to Sail Around the World — Twice. 
(You can fi nd it on Amazon.) In it, he tells of both the highs and lows 
of more than 30 years of ocean voyaging, in a witty, engaging style. 
Having fully embraced the ‘keep-it-simple’ philosophy, he shunned 
most high-tech gadgetry, choosing instead to stick to time-honored 
traditions of navigation and seamanship. 
 An instantly likeable fellow with an easy smile, a sparkle in his 
eyes, and keen insights on the state of the world, he's made new 
friends easily, and his self-suffi cient outlook on life earned him respect 
wherever he traveled. They don’t make many like Harry these days.

— andy

next day and the vehicle removed from the 
Bay. The cause of death has not yet been 
released.
 That these young men didn't hestiate 
to risk their lives in an effort to help a 
stranger is a testament to their characters 
and earns each the status of 'hero'. You 
can read more about these extraordinary 
sailors at americanyouthsailingforce.com.

— ladonna

The world's oldest circumnavigator, Harry Heckel, Jr., has writ-
ten a book about his adventures: 'Around the World in 80 Years'.
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On June 22, the MOD70 'Spindrift' proved that no 
multihull is immune to fl ipping. Above, Katrina 
Liana indicates the maximum ease for the main-
sail on the MOD70 'Orion'. 

a 'light' mast tuning guide
 Mast tuning is simple if you remember a couple of basic prin-
ciples. If you understand these principles, you can tune just about 

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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any mast.
 The fi rst principle, and probably the most important, concerns 
tuning the mast athwartships. The diagonal shrouds, lowers and 
intermediates, always pull the mast to weather at the spreader where 
they terminate. The spreaders, on the other hand, due to the com-

pression from the wires going over their 
tips, push the mast to leeward. In order 
to tune a mast, you need to establish a 
dynamic balance between 'pull' of the 
diagonal and the 'push' of the spreader.
 The second principle is that the 
length of the headstay controls the rake 
of the mast (the amount that the mast 
is aft of plumb in the boat). Masts, in 
general, should always have at least a 
small amount of rake — they're usually 
designed for one to two degrees of rake. 
The feel of the helm is the ultimate test 
of the rake. Making a mast more vertical 
will help weather helm and more rake 
will help to correct lee helm. This is a 
bit of a simplifi cation, but after all this 
is the 'light' version of mast tuning.
 The third principle is that most masts 
should have a slight prebend over their 
length with the headstay fi rm from a 
minimum of backstay load. Prebend can 
be visualized best by stretching the main 

halyard down the aft face of the mast. The maximum distance that 
the back of the mast is in front of the halyard is the prebend (you 
should take into account any offset that the position of the main 
halyard sheave causes). Prebend can be attained by tightening for-
ward lowers, chocking the mast forward in the collar at the deck, 
moving the mast step aft (on a keel-stepped mast), or lengthening 
the headstay. The amount of prebend varies from about one inch 
for a single-spreader deck-stepped mast to six inches for larger keel-
stepped spars.
 The last principle concerns the amount of tension in the rigging. 
As a general rule, when the rig is fully loaded up (top end of the #1 
jib), the leeward shrouds should be beginning to appear to slacken. 
They can be defl ected by hand, but not swinging loose. This will 
approach optimum general rig tension for most normal boats. Indi-
vidually the wire tensions should be higher in the lowers and uppers 
than in any of the intermediates.
 The tuning sequence that has worked the best for us is to start 
by centering the spar in the boat athwartships with the uppers. We 
tighten the uppers slightly. Next the lowers are adjusted so that the 
mast at the lower spreader is centered on the masthead. Sighting 
up the sail track is the best way to determine this. If the mast has 
multiple sets of spreaders, then the intermediates are adjusted next, 
starting at the upper spreader. When the mast looks to be in column 
from the deck to the head, then rig tension can be applied (chock 
the mast sideways and fore and aft now if it is a keel-stepped mast 
— make sure the step position is correct for the required prebend). 
We increase tension by adding equal numbers of turns to each side 
of the turnbuckles in the same sequence that we fi rst used. Make 
sure that the turnbuckles are lubricated with heavy lubricant to 
prevent galling and damage to the threads. Check to see if additional 
adjusting of the shrouds is necessary as you add tension to the rig. 
Check the headstay to see if the rake of the mast is correct. Check 
the prebend. Tension the backstay and see if the mast remains 
straight under load. That should conclude the dock tune portion of 

tuning — cont'd
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 When we were invited to a cruise-out  
at Clipper Cove last month, we couldn't 
say no. Naturally, the biggest boat in the 
fl eet — our Wauquiez Centurion 47 Ga-
zelle — became the anchor of the raft-up zelle — became the anchor of the raft-up zelle
. . . which grew and grew and grew! At one 
point on Saturday, the raft-up included 
eight boats — Brian Boschma's Olson 
34 RedSky, Chuck Bullett's Aries 32 The 
Chester P, Brian Boone's Cal 39 Diana B, 
Nick Jaffe's Aries 32 Harmony, Gazelle, 
Robbie Gabriel's Moore 24 Sweet Tea, Alex 
& Tara Pearce's Cal 29 Shrimp Louie and Shrimp Louie and Shrimp Louie
Eric & Brian Jones' Spirit 28 Sizzle.
 It was a fantastic party, and we highly 

kids, don't try

Clockwise from right: Eight boats, one Rocna; food, drink 
and music are staples of cruise-outs; the new Bay Bridge 
offers quite the photo op; only a young singlehander such 
as Brian Boone would haul himself up the mast just to read 
Bernard Moitessier's 'Cape Horn, The Logical Route'.
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Rig tuning is an important skill that 
every sailor should learn.
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this at home
the setup.
 A Few Hints:
 1. If the tip of your mast seems to fall off, and your uppers are fairly 
tight, try loosening the intermediates.
 2. Check the rake of a mast by tying a heavy object to the main halyard 
and measuring the offset from the back of the mast. Subtract any sheave 
offset present.
 3. Make sure to do the fi nal tuning of the mast when sailing. Make 
sure that the mast remains straight athwartships. Check that the mast 
bends forward in the center (the reason for prebend).
 4. Make sure that the bottom of the mast is square athwartships and, 
for a keel-stepped mast, that the mast is straight through the deck. If it is 
not, the mast will be forced into an S bend that is impossible to tune out. 
We usually tune a keel-stepped mast with the deck chocks out and shim 

continued on outside column of next sightings page

recommend big cruise-outs with good 
friends. But we can't in good conscience 
suggest rafting eight boats on one anchor 
— even if it is a highly rated Rocna. We 
were lucky enough to enjoy almost non-
existent breeze in Clipper Cove, and three 
of the boats peeled off before nightfall. We 
would never have risked it otherwise.
 Have you organized a cruise-out with 
your sailing friends yet this summer? If you 
haven't, you should. Most sailors are dying 
for an excuse to get their boat out of the 
slip, and good food and great conversation 
are the best reasons ever!

— ladonna
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mast tuning — cont'd what's your favorite
the mast sideways after the mast is straight athwartships. Mast steps 
and mast collars are rarely exactly on the centerline of the boat.
 5. Use a steel tape run up the pole lift or main halyard to get the 
mast vertical in the boat.
 6. Always pin and tape turnbuckles and cotter pins after tuning. 
Be sure the cotter pins are taped so that the sharp ends are covered 
to protect people and sails.
 There it is, 25 years of experience condensed into a few paragraphs. 
Now you should be ready to tackle tuning any mast. In fact, I hear 
there are some openings for riggers for the next America’s Cup.

— buzz ballenger, ballenger spar systems
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Whether at sea or at the dock in Santa Barbara, 'Ocean Queen 
V' was very much in her element.

 With the approach of the 20th Baja 
Ha-Ha cruisers’ rally this fall, we’ve been 
pondering the colorful history of this 
annual San Diego-to-Cabo procession, 
which has propelled roughly 2,500 boats 
and close to 10,000 sailors into the cruis-
ing life.
 Over the years there have been so many 
funny, exhilarating and heart-warming 
memories that we’ve decided to take a 
stab at putting together a collection of 
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a delivery back in timebaja ha-ha memory?
 Having never been to sea without a color chartplotter or autopilot, 
I was a little dismayed when I heard the news that we would be hand 
steering the 55-ft yawl Ocean Queen V from San Diego to San Fran-
cisco during her northbound delivery in May. Designed by Phil Rhodes 
and built by Abeking & Rasmussen in 1951, she'd been owned and 
maintained by the same family for the last 60 years. Her new owner, 
Dewey Hines, practically had to submit a resumé and interview for 
the honor!
 In her day, Ocean Queen had the stamp of highbrow yachting. The Ocean Queen had the stamp of highbrow yachting. The Ocean Queen
owner's cabin is in the stern of the boat, with the crew quarters — 
consisting of a couple of fl ip-down bunks and a fold-out wash basin 
— located forward. (Thanks to a spacious salon, none of the delivery 
crew had to sleep forward.) The most telling sign, though, was that 
the galley is located just aft of the mainmast — inconvenient if you 

want to grab a quick snack or cup of coffee, but great if 
you have hired help to prepare your meals. 
  The classic beauty had spent part of her life in the Pa-
cifi c Northwest and on the Bay, but she hadn't moved from 
her San Diego slip for the last few years. Dewey bought her 
from the estate of Raymond Demere and, after a month's 
worth of work by local shipwrights, he hired lifelong ship's 
master Tony Carter to deliver his new mistress to the Bay. 
 A dock neighbor hooked me up with a crew position for 
the trip. Over the course of several deliveries, I've found 
that skills such as mast climbing, diving, repairs, chang-
ing fuel fi lters and cooking go a long way toward earning 
you a crew position, especially for those of us not easy 
on the eyes. For example, mentioning that I used to be 
an avid skydiver, climber and base jumper earned me a 
trip up the mast. As a diver, I always bring my wetsuit, 
fi ns and mask in case a prop or intake needs clearing. 
And I'm always willing — and eager — to take on even the 

grungiest task.
 But it's always important to be honest about your skill level. When 
asked if I cooked, I replied that I could burn myself a can of tomato 
soup once in awhile. My crewmate Bruce 
Storrs was assigned the cook position, 
and everyone was better off for it. 
 If you're looking to get experience as 
delivery crew, put the word out around 
the docks. Word of mouth is your best 
advertisement, so make sure you're 
always on your best behavior. Do what 
needs to be done without having to be 
asked or stepping on anyone's toes. 
Offer those on watch a cup of tea or 
a snack. Be polite, even when things 
aren't going well, be gracious, and go 
the extra mile. Remember, you're just a 
hired gun on someone else's boat.
 Sometimes delivery crews luck out 
and have a great sail — this was not 
one of those times. Setting out from 
San Diego, strong headwinds forced us 
to turn around. On our second attempt, 
we made it as far as Santa Barbara while 
we waited for the weather to moderate. 
There are worse places to be stuck! We 
had a great time touring yachts and getting to know each other better. 
The last leg of the trip to the Bay offered nothing but fog. It was an 
intense experience, but we made it to St. Francis YC safely and were 
met by one very happy owner.

— tim sell

Some delivery trips are better than 
others. While this one up the coast 
from San Diego was far from the worst, 
it wasn't always a dream delivery.

The author, Tim Sell, at the helm.

continued in middle column of next sightings page

anecdotes with the working title The Best 
of the Ha-Ha, to be published sometime 
before the October 28 start date of Baja 
Ha-Ha XX.
 Naturally, we’d greatly appreciate your 
input. So cast your mind back to whenever 
you did the rally, and email us a succinct 
account of your favorite Ha-Ha tale(s), 
and perhaps a photo or two to illustrate it 
(andy@latitude38.com).andy@latitude38.com).andy@latitude38.com



SIGHTINGS

Page 78  •  Latitude 38  •  July, 2013

eight bells for bay area legend ha-ha

continued on outside column of next sightings page

 Sailing has made mainstream news headlines for the worst of 
reasons in the last year. Names such as Low Speed Chase, Aegean, 
Uncontrollable Urge and Artemis ring in many sailors’ heads as they 
cast off docklines.
 For that reason, organizers of next summer’s Pacifi c Cup race 
from San Francisco to Oahu are again offering their Pacifi c Offshore 
Academy to provide race participants — and any other sailors — with 
training to prepare for and deal with problems that can arise.
 “The Pacifi c Cup has long been called the Fun Race to Hawaii, but to 
have fun one must fi rst be safe,” explains Sally Lindsay Honey, safety 
training coordinator for the race. “Training is essential to understand 
the range of possible solutions so you can decide what will work best 
for your boat, your program and your crew.”
 “The ocean doesn't create problems, but it's very good at fi nding 
them, and resources are very limited when you’re in the ocean,” concurs 
Steve Chamberlin, commodore of the Pacifi c Cup YC. "Skill, preparation 
and training are the only effective defenses. Mistakes and problems 

 For us, the humorous memories are the 
ones that stand out — like the one about 
the crewman who missed the start, but 
was determined to catch up to his boat. 
After two plane fl ights and a bus trip, he 
commandeered a guy with a pickup truck 
to drive him four hours down a rutted dirt 
road to Turtle Bay. Along the way the driver 
drank his way through a couple of cases of 
beer, and blew out both spare tires, then 
blew a third on the outskirts of town. But 
he dutifully delivered his passenger, rolling 

 We regret having to report the passing on May 27 of well-loved Bay 
Area sailor and businessman Svend Svendsen, founder of Svendsen's 
Boat Works in Alameda.
 Born in Denmark in 1932, Svend was descended from a family of 
fi shermen, whose bond with the sea went back generations. According 

to his son Sean, one of his happy early-childhood 
memories was delivering fresh-baked bread on his 
bicycle. During the Nazi occupation of Denmark, he 
continued his rounds, sometimes delivering mes-
sages for the Danish underground, hidden within 
the loaves.
 After the war, Svend learned his craft at a boat-
building technical college, and eventually migrated 
to the U.S. in 1956 to pursue his career. After a stint 
in New York, he migrated to the Bay Area, where 
he worked for several well-known yacht builders in 
Sausalito and Oakland, and traveled the country 
with the world’s fastest unlimited hydroplane boat, 
which he helped build and maintain.
 During a Tahoe ski trip, he met his lifelong part-

ner, Suzanne. They were married for 52 years. The couple founded 
Svendsen’s Boat Works at the Pacifi c Marina in Alameda (now Marina 
Village) in 1963, and moved the business to its current location on 
Clement Street three years later. Over the years he built or co-built 
many boats including the Carerra 38 Bumblebee and the Azzura 310 Bumblebee and the Azzura 310 Bumblebee
Outsider. Affectionately called the Godfather of Folkboats, Svend is 
credited with preserving the Folkboat class, by ushering in the tran-
sition from wood to fi berglass construction. Svend was an avid racer 
and, with his son Sean as crew, won numerous regattas.
 Until the end, Svend worked alongside his employees, building the 
business from a one-man shop to one of the largest boating supply 
and repair facilities in the country. 
 In an obituary, Sean wrote, "Svend was best known for his good 
nature, charisma and charm, and for the friendship he bestowed 
upon all who crossed his path. . . Svend had verve and panache, and 
was a lover of life. He will also be missed by his employees, whom he 
treated with the utmost respect and loyalty. Svend will be remem-
bered by all for the positive infl uence he had on his community and 
the world around him." A longtime member of the St. Francis YC, 
Svend was heralded as the club's Yachtsman of the Year in 2004 for 
his substantial contributions to the sport of sailing. 

— andy

safety fi rst in the pac cup

Svend Svendsen.
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For the last 20 years, the Baja Ha-Ha has 
created many wonderful memories for its 
participants. We'd love to hear some of 
your favorites.
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have very different consequences in the ocean than near shore.”
 Pac Cup organizers have always tried to ensure that participants 
were prepared for what the ocean delivers, so this focus on safety is 
nothing new. Since this is a Category 1 race, 30% of the crew, including 
the skipper, must hold a current US Sailing Safety-At-Sea certifi cate. 
 In addition to hosting traditional SAS classes and day-long semi-
nars with expert speakers, in 2011, Honey and Chamberlin decided 
to include something new. In place of the “eight-hour talking head 
sessions,” as Chamberlin calls the previous seminar format, they or-
ganized a series of interactive half-day meetings, each covering four 
topics, including two small-table discussions for participants to speak 

down the main drag on a rim. 
 There was the guy who was sitting on 
the john when a fl ying fi sh fl ew through a 
porthole and whacked him in the head; the 
girl who changed boats on every leg, and 
fi nally found true love in Cabo; the former 
priest who got thrown into jail within an 
hour of arriving at the Cape. . . You get the 
idea. This will be fun, and so will Ha-Ha 
XX. There’s still time to sign up at www.
baja-haha.com.

— andy continued on outside column of next sightings page
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directly with the experts.
 The break-out sessions proved popular, encouraging in-depth dis-
cussion about specifi c topics, and thus the Pacifi c Offshore Academy 
is back again. The fi rst seminar took place last month, and there are 
three more on tap before the July 2014 race starts.
 Supplementing the seminars, PCYC has made dozens of expert 
videos and articles freely available on its website for any interested 
sailors.
 “There are many different ways to go to sea,” Honey notes, “from 
casual cruise to budget race to family program to all-out race effort. The 
POA and Knowledgebase speak to any level, with articles on weather 
and navigation, hull and rig integrity, sail and safety gear selection, 
crew considerations and personal welfare, and emergency situations.”
 Training and listening to experts is critical but not enough, says 
Honey. “It is essential to practice on your own boat, preferably with 
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 In late May, the Department of Trans-
portation issued an emergency recall of 
composite propane tanks made by The 
Lite Cylinder Company. The tanks are 
easily identifi ed by their plastic outer 
case and translucent inner epoxy tank. 
The recall noted several cases where the 
tanks ruptured, and one case of an injury.
 There are more than 55,000 affected 
tanks out in the wild. If you own one, not 
only is the tank potentially dangerous, 
but it's also useless as it's now illegal to 
fi ll or even use one. It's unlikely a con-
sumer would be prosecuted for using one, 
but they could get blown to bits and that 
would ruin just about any cruise-out! 
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experienced help, to work out specifi c solutions, since each boat is 
different. It is vital to understand and communicate with your crew 
what works for your boat before you leave the dock. Once you are at 
sea, you are on your own.”
 If you’d like to learn more — or get a refresher — about what to do 
if there is a fi re aboard, water in the boat, a rig failure or worse, go to 
www.pacifi ccup.org/knowledgebase.
 While you’re there, register for the next POA II on October 19. Two 
more are scheduled for early next year, giving you plenty of time to 
practice what you’ve learned before you head out the Gate next July.  
 And be sure to register for your spot in the race while you’re on the 
site. The entry list is well over half-full, and includes the inaugural 
cruising division, so don’t delay.

— ss

 While the eyes of the Bay Area sailing community have been acutely 
focused on the launches of AC72 catamarans in recent months, another 

big cat has been slowly taking shape in 
a quiet corner of Marin County. 
 After three years of exhausting labor — 
17 hours a day, seven days a week — on 
the grounds of San Rafael’s Loch Lomond 
Marina, James ‘Hot Rod’ Lane, 52, and 
his son Michael, 28, launched their self-
designed cat during the wee hours of May 
27, to take advantage of a 6.6-ft tide. 
Although neither James nor Michael is 
an accomplished sailor, and neither has 
built a boat before, the Flyin’ Hawaiian
fl oated impressively on her waterline, as 
though built by pros. 
 While she may not be sleek and sexy 
like an AC72 or a production-built cruis-
ing cat, we’ve got to give Hot Rod and his 

son a lot of credit for hatching a dream and following it through to 
completion. Inspired by a friend who ran a big charter cat in Lahaina, 
Hawaii for many years, James decided to design and build his own big 
cat after an effort to buy out his buddy fell through. The dream was 
to build a big boat, sail it to Hawaii, and live the good life there on the 
hook. 
 "I had about $15,000 from an insurance settlement, Michael put 
in another 5 or 6 grand from his 401(k), and my mom kicked in her 
savings." With that seed money, they began construction on the hulls 
about fi ve years ago near their home in Butte County. Then three 
years ago they trailered the two massive amas to Loch Lomond, where 
harbormaster Pat Lopez had agreed to let them build. "This is actually 
the only (privately owned) place in Northern California that has a ramp 
wide enough to launch us," James explains. They did it via a massive 
mobile home trailer. "The marina has been very generous with us." 
 Needless to say, as the bridge deck went on and the big cat slowly 
took shape, it became a curiosity not only to marina tenants, but to 
shoppers at the adjacent supermarket and residents of the neighbor-
hood. "After we were on national TV," recalls Hot Rod, "everybody 
wanted to talk to us." 
 You don’t need to spend much time with James to realize he’s an 
old-school innovator. A totally hands-on guy, he’s a mechanic by trade, 
with a deeply inquisitive nature that leads him to fi nd work-arounds 
whenever his limited budget stands in the way of progress. He chose 
to build with construction-grade plywood and lumber, rather than 
marine ply and hardwoods. But he made sure every element was 
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Michael, Grandma Carol and Hot Rod 
hope to depart soon for Hawaii. (Yup, 
the 1,600-cc bike is going, too.) With 
her combination marconi-lateen rig, the 
8-ton 'Flyin’ Hawaiian' carries 1,675 feet 
of sail and draws less than two feet. 

 Shortly after the recall was issued, the 
company closed its manufacturing facility 
and essentially told customers to take a 
fl ying leap. "The company is fi nancially in-
solvent and will not be able to recompense 
cylinder owners, dealers and distributors 
for the expenses incurred in complying 
with this Emergency Recall Order," they 
said in an email to retailers. 
 The order requires consumers and 
distributors to return the affected tanks to 
Lite's facility, which is now closed. Since 
they can't be fi lled, moved or used legally, 
customers are stuck with holding on to 
them until further notice.

— ladonna
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soaked in epoxy, and layered with extra-heavy fi berglass cloth. When 
he saw the price of marine-grade running lights and chainplates, he 
and Michael built their own. With no means of buying custom-built 
masts he adapted what he could fi nd inexpensively. And he found 
that all sorts of discarded gear could be utilized simply by applying 
some ingenuity. For example, the big yellow cat is equipped with a 
decades-old commercial-grade radar with a six-foot array; an old but 
reliable GPS; passive water heaters adapted from pool-heating panels; 
two 750-gallon/day watermakers run off a pressure-washer pump; a 
1932 searchlight with a hand-blown 400-watt bulb; and a compass 
from the sister ship of the Exxon Valdez.
 "My buddies said we ought to go out and do some sea trials. But 
I said, 'I’ll do my trials on the way to LA'." where he plans to cash in 
some used sails at Minney’s before heading offshore. 

"We’re just going to go get a life," explains Hot Rod. "You know, try 
to relax and enjoy the lifestyle of boating. It’s not all about business 
all the time. It’s about living on the water, watching the sunset and 
not about chasing a buck every day."
 Before setting sail, they still need some basics like cleats, blocks 
and stanchions, so if you can help, give Hot Rod a call at (530) 680-
4351. We wish him, Michael and Grandma Carol the best of luck.

— andy 

Page 82  •  Latitude 38  •  July, 2013

seachoice nav light

continued on outside column of next sightings page

fl yin' — cont’dfl yin' — cont’dfl yin'

 Jimmy Buffett sings of “that one particular harbor” and it's true, we 
all have a special place that we return to over and over again. We had 
sailed San Francisco Bay since the mid-'90s and had never ventured 
into Aquatic Park until last winter. What we found there won us over.
 We entered the cove cautiously on our Flying Dutchman Nataraja, 
keeping a sharp eye out for swimmers, and even on that cold afternoon 
there were a few hardy souls out. Once the anchor was set, we sat 
back and took in our panoramic view that included the Balclutha and Balclutha and Balclutha
several other historical vessels along the Hyde Street Pier, Ghirardelli 
Square, the Golden Gate Bridge and Alcatraz. 
 The sounds from shore drifted out across the water — music from 
the bars, the barking of the sea lions from Pier 39 and the sound of 
the waves breaking on the beach. Once the sun set, the City lit up 
and took our breath away. It was absolutely magical!
 The next morning, we landed our kayak on the beach by the Mari-
time Park where we met Jeff Morris, the harbormaster for Aquatic 
Park. He asked that we fi ll out a short permit and then gave us the 
rules and regulations for anchoring in the cove:
 • Only non-motorized boats and sailboats (motors okay).
 • Boats over 40 feet or 8-ft draft require pre-approval (415-859-
6807).
 • Permits required for overnighting; fi ve-day anchoring limit.
 • Outboards must be 5 hp or less; must be used only for transport only for transport only
to and from shore.
 We've now spent a number of weekends there and every time we 
fi nd something new to explore. The Hyde Street Pier is part of the 
Maritime Historic Park and is worth a visit. A walk along the beach 
leads to the Maritime Museum, another place that shouldn't be missed. 
Fisherman's Wharf, Pier 39 and Aquarium of the Bay also beckon. A 
stop at Boudin Bakery for some sourdough is a must, and be sure to 
check out the display bakery and museum, too. When in season, live 
crabs are available at the fi sh market on Jefferson. We happened to 
be there just before Christmas so we did some shopping, enjoyed all 
the decorations and ate lots of Ghirardelli chocolate samples. 
 It was very cold over New Year's and we ran out of diesel for our 
heater. How cold was it? It was so cold there was frost on the deck! But 
not to worry, there is a fuel dock in the commercial harbor. Imagine 
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JU

LI
E 

FO
C

H
A

A magic kind of medicine (clockwise from above) 
— Aquatic Park has become Eric and Emmy's 'one 
particular harbor'; the catch of the day; perusing 
the aisles at Ghirardelli; sailboats can use their 
engines to anchor, otherwise no motorized craft 
are allowed in the cove; rowing or paddling is only 
allowed to go to shore . . . or make a run for diesel; 
'Nataraja' is now a common sight in the cove.

 It's not a recall, but the Coast Guard 
has issued a Marine Safety Alert for an 
LED "navigation" light that's being mar-
keted to mariners. According to the alert, 
the Seachoice Products LED Classic Navi-
gation Light, SCP #03201 does not meet 
any navigational lighting requirements.any navigational lighting requirements.any
 "Masthead lighting requires an arc of 
225 degrees visibility and stern lighting 
requires an arc of 135 degrees visibility, 
for a total range of 360 degrees visibility," 
notes the alert. The Seachoice light has 
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the look on the attendant's face when my husband Eric showed up 
in a kayak with a diesel jug.  
 New Year's Eve in the cove was full of activity. We were treated to 
a fabulous fi reworks display that night and then had front row seats 
the next morning for the Alcatraz Swim, when about 100 swimmers 
braved the frigid waters. 
 Aquatic Park has something for everyone. If you are looking for a 
lovely spot to stop for lunch or special place to spend a weekend on 
the hook, this is the place. 
 For more information go to www.nps.gov/safr/planyourvisit/
aquaticparkcove.htm.

— emmy newbould

an arc of 180 degrees, so is not applicable 
to any requirement.
 The light is available all over the in-
ternet, including at several online marine 
retailers. Boaters who have this light 
installed, either as a masthead or stern 
light, should remove it, replace it with a 
proper light, and return it to the retailer. 
Note that only the #03201 light is the 
subject of the alert. Read more at www.
marineinvestigations.us.

— ladonna

not a good choice
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