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Sticky Note
Welcome to the January 2013 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: The beginning of a new year is a time for dreaming, and for a sailor, what better dream can there be than a magnificent schooner riding the tradewinds of the Caribbean Sea? There's no need to own her or even crew on her to appreciate the splendor of a schooner under sail. May the year '13 be the lucky sailing year for each and every one of you.
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510-865-1200
Leasing Offi ce Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com
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• Prime deep water double-fi ngered 
concrete slips from 30’ to 100’

• Great Estuary location in the heart 
of beautiful Alameda Island

• Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled

• FREE pump out station open 24/7

• Full Service Marine Center and 
haul out facility

• Free parking

• Free WiFi on site!

And much more…

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 

TENANTS

Blue Pelican Marine ................... 141

Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The .. 19

Marchal Sailmakers ................... 133

New Era Yachts .......................... 144

Pacifi c Crest Canvas ..................... 34

Alameda Marine Metal Fabrication

Pacifi c Yacht Imports

UK-Halsey Sailmakers

It’s just that simple.
Everyone is looking for the same thing:

Convenience.
A great marina where everything you need is at your fi ngertips.

Grand Marina has great services at a great price.
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear an
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 need of repair m

ay be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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In Hot Pursuit
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California Condor*
*Powered by Pineapples

Come see us 

in Booth #315 at 

the boat show 

April 12-15

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Curlew*

This year marks the 90th birthday of 

the Bird Boat class, the oldest one 

design class on San Francisco Bay.

Bill Claussen, sailing Curlew, the 

oldest Bird in existence and, fully 

Powered by Pineapple Sails, has 

placed first in seven of his last nine 

races, including the Bird Class Perpe-

tual Trophy for 2011.

At 39 years (no spring chicken our-

selves, speaking of birds!), Pineapple 

Sails has the depth of experience and 

expertise to tailor sails to boats old 

and new, classic and modern, race and 

cruise. We use the highest quality ma-

terials and workmanship to build your 

sails to maximize both performance 

and durability. And we build them 

from start to finish right here in sunny 

Alameda.

For the perfect match for your boat, 

give us a call.

*Powered by Pineapples
YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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One Happy Camper

Eager*

Rob Gray’s Eager was built in 1970, a Camp-
er Nicholson 55 originally christened Lutine 
and owned by the Lloyd’s Register Yacht 
Club of London as their club boat.

In 2009, Rob brought Eager from England 
to Rutherford Boat Works in Richmond, 
California, for a complete refit of the interior, 
the deck and the rig, plus a modern rudder, 
designed by local naval architect Jim Antrim.  
And a new set of sails from Pineapple Sails.

Last month, Rob sailed Eager in England’s 
2012 Round the Isle of Wight Race, finishing 
2nd in a class of “680ish” and “got a GUN!!!” 
and was 58th out of 1,647 entrants.

In this year’s race, the folks from the Lloyd’s 
Register Yacht Club started 10 minutes 
ahead of Eager. And it is their photo at left, 
taken after being passed by Eager (they are 
talking of trying to buy her back).

The refit of Eager was done to perfection.  
The sails needed to match that standard.  
And they did. Pineapple Sails: fast, durable, 
perfect. Call us for sails for your boat.

*Powered by Pineapples

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2
Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200Fax (510) 522-7700www.pineapplesails.com2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Time and Time Again

Santa Maria*

Chris Giovacchini bought his first, and only, 

Santana 22, Santa Maria, in 1992. The boat 

was in full cruise mode, so Chris, intrigued by 

the prospect of racing the boat, began making 

changes, little by little, to switch to race mode.
He sold Santa Maria in 2002, in the hope of 

rekindling an out-of-state romance. But the 

romance “didn’t work out” and, sadly, his much 

loved “Santa Maria was gone.” Still, he kept 

track of the boat, all the while racing with 
other owners and even partnering with one. In 

2009, Chris bought Santa Maria back from 

the then-owner and again made the transforma-

tion to race mode, this time taking an entire 

year to sand, streamline and prepare for the 

next season. The culmination of that prepara-

tion was the order of a class main and jib from 

Pineapple Sails.
Barely ready for the end of the 2010 season, 

Santa Maria “did okay in the last race” and 

came in second.
In 2011, Chris raced the full season and won.  

In 2012 he went for a repeat performance and 

was tied for first going into the last two races 

of the year. Again, he won the season.
As he puts it: All the while… Powered by 
Pineapples.
‘Tis the season. Give us a call.

*Powered by Pineapples
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Play Your Cards Right!

*Powered by Pineapples

Last season brought successes in spades to Pineapple powered boats.
Racers and cruisers alike found that dealing with 

Pineapple Sails brings results: sails that perform and endure.

This season offers new opportunities for mastering the many 
techniques of sailing. New Pineapple sails and the advice and 

service that go with them stack the deck in your favor.

Don't gamble. Give us a call today.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at
West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.
Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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We Approve This Message

Shameless*

*Powered by Pineapples
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★Happy Holidays
from all of us 

at Pineapple Sails. 

We’ll be closed from 

Sat., Dec. 22, through 

Tues., Jan. 1.

Each fall the Yacht Racing Association 

of San Francisco Bay schedules a Champion 

of Champions regatta. Called the Yankee 

Cup, it pits the winners of each YRA division 

against all the other season’s winners.

The fleet is split into two groups, according 

to each boat’s PHRF rating. This year the tro-

phy for PHRF 2 was awarded to Shameless, 

George Ellison’s Schumacher 30.

George is happy with Shameless’s success 

and happy to share it, giving credit where 

credit is due: to Carl Schumacher for de-

signing a great boat, to his steady crew for 

their skills and commitment, and to Kame 

Richards of Pineapple Sails for designing and 

building sails that match the boat, the racing 

goals and the budget.
We at Pineapple Sails are proud of our repu-

tation as the go-to sailmaker for real personal 

attention and quality sails. And we’ll claim 

bragging rights. Shamelessly.

Give us a call.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.
Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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We Approve This Message

Shameless*
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★Happy Holidays
from all of us 

at Pineapple Sails. 

We’ll be closed from 

Sat., Dec. 22, through 

Tues., Jan. 1.

Each fall the Yacht Racing Association 

of San Francisco Bay schedules a Champion 

of Champions regatta. Called the Yankee 

Cup, it pits the winners of each YRA division 

against all the other season’s winners.

The fleet is split into two groups, according 

to each boat’s PHRF rating. This year the tro-

phy for PHRF 2 was awarded to Shameless, 

George Ellison’s Schumacher 30.

George is happy with Shameless’s success 

and happy to share it, giving credit where 

credit is due: to Carl Schumacher for de-

signing a great boat, to his steady crew for 

their skills and commitment, and to Kame 

Richards of Pineapple Sails for designing and 

building sails that match the boat, the racing 

goals and the budget.
We at Pineapple Sails are proud of our repu-

tation as the go-to sailmaker for real personal 

attention and quality sails. And we’ll claim 

bragging rights. Shamelessly.

Give us a call.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda or Richmond;

or Svendsen's in Alameda.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Who Wrote That Ad?

Green Buffalo*

We love it when the customer writes our ads.  

So here are a few lines from Jim Quanci, 

whose Cal 40 Green Buffalo is the overall 

winner of this year’s Singlehanded TransPac 

Race from here to Hanalei Bay on the island 

of Kauai, Hawaii:
“Love my carbon main…first one lasted 

seven years – including our winning numer-

ous ocean races…crewed and shorthanded…

and through three Pacific Cup races to 

Kaneohe, Hawaii…so I went out and bought 

another one!” All the way “out” to Alameda, 

California.“Love my Pineapple chutes…flew a 3/4 

ounce [specifically designed for broad reach-

ing as opposed to a general purpose sail] for 

seven straight days and nights in the Single-

handed TransPac without taking it down…

through thick and thin…including quite a few 

squalls.”“My Pineapple jib top [high clewed reaching 

genoa] was my ‘secret weapon’ in the race… 

I had it up tight and beam reaching for two 

straight days…the two days I did the most 

miles in the race…and it was the workhorse 

on the delivery home.”

We couldn’t have said it better.

*Powered by Pineapples
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Cover: The beginning of a new year is a time for dreaming, and for a sailor, 
what better dream can there be than a magnificent schooner riding the 
tradewinds of the Caribbean Sea? There's no need to own her or even crew 
on her to appreciate the splendor of a schooner under sail. May the year '13 
be the lucky sailing year for each and every one of you.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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	   from

Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com



SAIL
51’	 Beneteau Cyclades	 2006	 $235,000
50’	 Gulfstar	 1977	 139,500
48’	 Beneteau First 47.7	 2000	 190,000
46’	 Beneteau Oceanis 46	 2008	 289,000
46’	 Beneteau Oceanis 461	 1998	 174,000
45’	 Jeanneau Sun Odyssey	 2007	 290,000
42’	 Beneteau 423	 2004	 189,000
42’	 Beneteau First 42	 1985	 89,500
41’	 Tartan 4100	 2004	 345,000
41’	 Dehler DS	 1998	 145,000
40’	 Beneteau 40	 2009	 199,000
40’	 Beneteau 40.7	 2001	 155,000
39’	 Beneteau 393	 2003	 134,500
38’	 Beneteau 381	 1999	 89,000
38’	 Island Packet 380	 1999	 227,000
38’	 Beneteau Moorings	 1991	 42,000
38’	 Ericson 38-200	 1988	 68,000
37’	 Pacific Seacraft yawl	 1984	 119,000
36’	 Beneteau 36.7	 2010	 144,000
36’	 Hunter sloop	 2004	 94,500
36’	 Beneteau 361	 2000	 89,900
36’	 Catalina	 1989	 49,900
36’	 Pearson 36-II	 1985	 57,900
35’	 Island Packet	 1991	 139,000
34’	 C&B Marine Tiffany Jayne	 1982	 29,000
33’	 Beneteau 331	 2004	 84,900
32’	 Beneteau First 30	 2011	 159,051
32’	 J/32	 1997	 79,000
32’	 Freedom	 1984	 47,500
32’	 Westsail	 1976	 64,400
24’	 Corsair Sprint 750	 2008	 55,000
POWER
58’	 Offshore Pilothouse	 1995	 795,000
53’	 Navigator CPMY	 1998	 239,000
26’	 Farallon 2600	 2009	 124,900

Get results by 
listing with us

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 45, 2007  
$290,000

Island Packet 380, 1999 Galatea
$227,000

SUPER VALUES!

Beneteau 381, 1999  $89,000

www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy 
Suite #101 

Alameda, CA 
p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

BENETEAU    ALERION    SWIFT TRAWLER    BROKERAGE

Beneteau 2013 – Move into the future with the 
world's leader in quality, innovation and value.

Get on board with Beneteau and experience the newest in hull 
designs, the latest technology in boat systems and electronics, and 

a new level of comfort and style unlike any other manufacturer. 
While other manufacturers are cutting back and providing the same 
old thing, Beneteau is taking the lead in innovative boat technolo-

gies, designs and production to bring you the most advanced, 
inventive and practical products on the market today.

OCEANIS 55
Queen of the Paris Boat Show!
The introduction of the new 
Beneteau Oceanis range gave 
rise to a small revolution in the 
world of cruising monohulls. Its 
success widely exceeded all ex-
pectations, and the creation of 
the new Oceanis 55, shown at 
the Salon Nautique International 
de Paris, promises to satisfy the 

appetites of those who look en-
viously at super yachts. This new 
dream cruiser provides an aston-
ishing variety of the attributes you 
would find on large luxury yachts. 
Miami Boat Show US Debut Feb. 14-18

Join us as a VIP at the Miami 
show for an exclusive showing.

Limited Availability for 2013

Oceanis 41

Oceanis 48First 25

Oceanis 45

Open Boat Weekend 
January 12-13

See the new Oceanis 37, 41, 45, 
First 30, Barracuda 9, GT 38

JANUARY CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS



o	eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

o	Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
	 Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

o	Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.) 

o	Third Class Renewal    o First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

o	Gift Subscription	

"we go where the wind blows"
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o	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
	 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
	 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
	 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)
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The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

Gori
propeller

• For shafts and saildrives

• Both 2 & 3 blade available

• Lowest drag when sailing

• The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!

800-801-8922

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

3-Blade

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

The new Navi Light 360° is a cost-ef-
fective, super bright LED light that is 
visible in darkness from up to 5nm. Its 
high burn time, small size, waterproof 
qualities and ability to float make it a 
convenient and cost-effective addi-
tion to any cruiser’s arsenal!

Navisafe Navi Light 360°
Dinghy & Emergency Lighting from Navisafe



Marina del Rey
(310) 822-9400

Oxnard
(805) 791-2082

Alameda
(510) 521-1327

San Diego
(619) 681-0633

Newport Beach
(949) 650-7245

Dealer for Jeanneau, CNB & Grand Soleil Yachts
See over 100 new and used yacht listings at www.CruisingYachts.net

 
California’s largest used yacht broker with 5 waterfront locations.

2002 HUNTER 380 
Reduced!  $99,500

2002 JEANNEAU 52.2
 Asking $245,000

2008 HUNTER 45 CC
Reduced $259,000

2005 HUNTER 41DS
Reduced $172,000

2005 HUNTER 36
New Listing $97,500

2000 MOODY 42CC
Reduced $189,500

2010 HUNTER 39 
Listed at $220,000

2007 CATALINA 42
Offered at $199,900

2003 TAYANA 48DS
New Listing $375,000

2005 JEANNEAU 49 
Offered at $269,000

2008 JEANNEAU 39i
Asking $187,000

2006 BENETEAU 57
Offered at $699,000
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2013 JEANNEAU 409

NEW 2 CABIN 2 HEAD 
MODEL

JUST ARRIVED!

2013 JEANNEAU 409
IN STOCK!

Call
fo

r S
pec

ial

Two

Available

2013 JEANNEAU 469
ARRIVING SOON!



YACHT BROKERAGE - SALES & SERVICE WWW.JK3YACHTS.COM

2006  65’  J/Boats J/65
MAITRI   $1,979,000

2000  46’  J/Boats J/46
QUESTAR  $385,000

(2 avail)2005  43’  J/Boats J/133
PALADIN & PICANTE  $350,000

2008 41’ X Yachts X-41
XPLETIVE  $285,000

2000 32’ J/Boats J/32
RHAPSODY  $109,000

2008 40’ King / Summit 40
SOOZAL   $539,000

SOLD, SOLD, SOLD - WE ARE LOOKING FOR MORE QUALITY LISTINGS, CALL US TODAY !

S A I L . . . . . . . . 
2000 42’  J/42 Reluctant
1999 41’  J/125 Aunt Jessie
2006 41’  J/124 Forgiv...
2001 40’  C&C 121
2000 38’  Catalina 380
1993 38’  Morgan 38
2006 36’  J/109 Lanui
2007 33’  Cross Current
2001 32’  J/32 La Dolce 
1995 32’ Paci�c Seacraft
2005 30’ Columbia 30
P O W E R . . . . . . . . 
2008 44‘  Renzo Coupe
2006 43’  Oyster 43 LD
2004 38’  True North
RIBS . . . . . . . . 
2009 30’   Raider RIB 300hp
2002 28’   Protector T-Top

$209K
SOLD

$239K
$210K
$119K

$99K
199K

$179K
SOLD

$113K
$60K

$549K
$525K

SOLD
 

$69K
$84K

Available NOW

San Diego
Je� Brown

Je�@jk3yachts.com
619.709.0697

San Diego
Kenyon Martin

Kenyon@jk3yachts.com
858.775.5937

Newport Beach
Scott Poe

Scott@jk3yachts.com
714.335.2229

Alameda
Art Ball

Art@jk3yachts.com
510.304.5286

Newport Beach
Walter Johnson

Walter@jk3yachts.com
949.421.8006

 

2) 35’  J/Boats J/105
2002 KEALAIKAHIKI  $89,900
2003 LUCKY STAR  $109,900

       A L A M E D A

2013 HANSE 415 

1999 40’ J Boats J/120
BLUEBIRD  $169,000

2000 40’ SABRE 402
CYGNUS  $259,000

         A L A M E D A

         A L A M E D A
2007 36’ Beneteau First 10R

LATITUDE 52  $124,500

2004 36’ Beneteau First 36.7
AY CALIENTE!  $118,000

We Have Boats  NOW

Introducing the New -  J/70

2011 30’ Back Cove 30
WASABI  $245,000

         A L A M E D A
2000 35’  Tartan 3500

 $129,900

         A L A M E D A
2005  40’  Raider Aquapro RIB 

SURF RAIDER  $218,000

Order Yours Today Order Yours Today

2013 BACK COVE  34 2013 SABRE 456 MkII  

The all new Sabre 48se
sets the benchmark 
for 48 foot downeast 
style motoryachts. The
luxurious accommoda-
tions below, modern 
�oorplan with open site
lines and state of the
art Zeus Pod Drive
system makes Sabre the
logical choice.

San Diego: 619.224.6200 Newport: 949.675.8053 Alameda: 510.227.2100

Representing the following brands:

SABRE 48se

SABRE 38se
Introducing the all new
Sabre 38se. From the 
open  �oor plan to the 
easy to operate Volvo twin 
IPS POD drive system, the Sabre
38se is loaded with features.
  Quiet and smooth under way
while sipping fuel  makes the 
Sabre 38se a true  pleasure to
own.

Come Visit JK3 at the San Diego Sunroad Boat Show
January 24th - 27th on Beautiful Harbor Island,
we will have the SABRE 38se and SABRE 48se on display.

Alameda
Jack Lennox

Jack@jk3yachts.com
619.356.3881
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2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

27’ HUNTER, ‘05	 $42,900
A very roomy weekender that has a great 
selection of electronics, good power-to-
weight ratio and asymmetrical spinnaker.

46’ FRERS, ‘76	 $99,500
This pedigreed sailing vessel had a com-
plete refit by her meticulous owner from
1997 to 1999. Easily sailed by two.

34’ CATALINA, ‘90	 $47,500
Excellent sailing vessel with comfort and 
room for the family at anchor or as a live-
aboard. Imagine sunsets at anchor…

78’ reichel/pugh r/p,  ‘97	 $595,000
Modernized her in 2008 at a cost of $2m.
R/P did the design work which included a 
new custom fin built in New Zealand.

38’ C&C Mk III, ‘86	 $84,900
Swift racer/cruiser delivers plenty of com-
petitive excitement along with comfortable 
cruising pleasure. Fast and responsive.

38’ HANS CHRISTIAN MK II, ‘80	 $77,000
Sail the seas in this classic cutter-rigged 
cruiser. A number of modernizing projects 
done to her in the last few years.

28’ CATALINA MK II, ‘98	 $39,900
This thoughtful design has good sailing 
characteristics and is roomy and comfor-
table. A clean boat that deserves a look!

47’ TAYANA, ‘91	 $203,500
Extremely well equipped vessel was proudly 
cruised and continually maintained to high 
standards by current owners.

34’ HUNTER 340, ‘98	 $68,500
Named Cruising World’s Best Value Midsize 
Cruiser in its 1988 Boat of the Year contest. 
Spacious below and above decks.

36’ CATALINA MK II, ‘01	 $99,500
Extremely clean and well cared for late 
model. This vessel shows pride of owner-
ship in her appearance and maintenance.

LEADER IN
BROKERAGE SALES

ON THE
WEST COAST!

40’ ISLANDER PETERSON, ‘85	 $59,500
Two private staterooms and comfortable 
layout throughout. Well equipped for
cruising and is a great family boat.

BAY AREA

28’ CAPE DORY, ‘81	 $25,000
Renowned for their quality build and crafts-
manship, from the warmth of the interior 
woods to the eight bronze opening ports.

BAY AREA

 
W E    H A V E    170   B O A T S   F O R   S A L E 

VVV III SSS III TTT     OOO UUU RRR     WWWEEE BBB SSS III TTT EEE :::            

wwwwwwwww ... mmm aaa zzz mmm aaa rrr iii nnn eee ... ccc ooommm    

 

MAZATLAN: 

                               1‐855‐892‐2487  or  1‐8558‐YACHTS 
 

LA PAZ: 

                               1‐855‐225‐2729  or  1‐855‐22‐LAPAZ 
 

SAN CARLOS: 

                               1‐855‐846‐7245  or  1‐8558‐GOSAIL 
 

PUERTO VALLARTA: 

                               1‐855‐789‐2248  or  1‐855‐PVYACHT 

 

 

 

TOLL-FREE
MAZATLAN:	  
	 1-855-892-2487 or 1-8558-YACHTS
LA PAZ: 
	 1-855-225-2729 or 1-855-22-LAPAZ
SAN CARLOS: 
	 1-855-846-7245 or 1-8558-GOSAIL
PUERTO VALLARTA: 
	 1-855-789-2248 or 1-855-PVYACHT

WE HAVE OVER 170 BOATS FOR SALE This Yacht Maintained 
By:

FOR ALL Concerns, Please Call:

(510) 681-3831

Stem To Stern

Responsibilities of the

In-port Captain
Yacht Security • Cruise Preparation

Maintenance Scheduling • Delivery Services

Check out our website for a list of all our services at
www.StemtoSternSF.com

or call (510) 681-3831

We Take the Work Out of Owning a Boat

•	Hull Cleaning
•	Washdowns
•	Interior Cleaning
•	Detailing

•	Brightwork

•	Mechanical
	 Service
	 and Repair

•	Pump-Out

•	Boat Yard
	 Set-up and
	 Management



 
 
 Welcome to YRA Racing, the BEST racing value on the bay! 
 
Thank you for participating in the YRA!  We offer a choice for racing both on the Bay and on the local ocean!   

 
SERIES INFORMATION 

 
The YRA Party Circuit 

• Includes the 3 marquee YRA Weekend Regattas plus the 1 day Summer Sailstice Regatta.  Weekend regattas are The Great 
Vallejo Race, the YRA 2nd Half Opener, and the YRA Season Closer.  The three weekend regattas features 2 days of racing 
and a party at the host club Saturday night.   

• All 5 races are longer, destination style races.   
• There are 6 Divisions available for each Regatta: PHRF, Sportboat, One-Design, Double/Singlehanded, Non-Spinnaker & 

Multihull.  Divisions may be split into multiple fleets to ensure competitive racing.   
 
The YRA Series 

• In the Bay racing for boats with a current NCPHRF rating certificate (HDA) or for One-Design classes (ODCA).  
• The series consists of 4 race days- YRA 1, YRA 2, YRA 3, YRA 4.  Multiple races may be held on each race day. 
• HDA Divisions are determined by grouping similarly rated boats.   
• YRA Series Racers are invited to race in the Crewed Lightship  ocean race for an additional $5.00.  Additional OYRA 

equipment requirements must be met.  See http://www.yra.org/OYRA/ocean_safety.html.   
• One-Design starts are available for any fleet that signs up for the ODCA season, or, gets at least 5 boats to sign up for a 

single race day.  If you are not sure if your One-Design fleet is a current ODCA fleet, or would like to sign your fleet up for 
ODCA, please contact the YRA office at (415) 771-9500 or info@yra.org. 

 
OYRA (Offshore Yacht Racing Association) 

• In 2013, there are 9 ocean races ranging from 25 to 60+ nautical miles. 
• OYRA racers are invited to race in the Great Vallejo Race for only an additional $5.00! 
• Racers will be divided into divisions determined by the OYRA board.  Racers can also choose to race in the Short Handed 

division: 
 
WBRA (Wooden Boat Racing Association 

• The WBRA participates in the US Sailing Golden Anchor program which makes WBRA racers eligible for a discounted US 
Sailing Membership.  US Sailing memberships through the WBRA Golden Anchor program must be purchased online here: 
http://www1.ussailing.org/membership/MPP/Default.aspx?ycid=112274N 

• Bay racing for one of the following 5 fleets: 
o Bird Boats 
o Bear Boats 
o Folkboats 
o IODs 
o Knarrs 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

• YRA Sailing Instructions are available on the YRA website at www.yra.org.  Sailing instructions are normally posted 
approximate ly 2 weeks prior to each race.  If you do not have access to the internet and need to have your race instructions 
mailed to you, please contact the YRA office at (415) 771-9500 or info@yra.org 

• Entries for a series, or individual regatta, must be received by 5 pm the Monday before the race or a $35 late fee will be 
applied.  No entries wi ll be accepted after 5 pm the Wednesday before a race. 

• A YRA sailing membership and a membership in a YRA member yacht club is required to register a boat for any YRA 
series.  A YRA membership is required to race in any individual YRA Race, but one time racers do not need to belong to a 
member club. 

• The YRA Offers a discount on all race fees to US Sailing Members.  YRA Racers are eligible for a discount on US Sailing 
Memberships through the Golden Anchor Program.  US Sailing Memberships can be purchased online at 
http://www1.ussailing.org/membership/MPP/Default.aspx?ycid=101132Z.  

• Sailors entering the OYRA Season, or any individual OYRA Race, must submit complete an online crew & boat registration 
form through j ibeset.net before each ocean Race.  See http://www.yra.org/OYRA/ocean_safety.html for more information.  
Please note that to race in an OYRA Race there are rigorous additional safety requirements in effect, including the 
requirement for a 406 EPIRB or 406 PLB.   

• Please fill out your entry form completely, sign, date and return it to the YRA office along with your payment.  If you need 
additional assistance completing this form, please contact the YRA office.  

• You can save time and postage by signing up online!  Visit www.yra.org for more information! 

SIGN UP FOR THE 2013 RACING SEASON
Entry Form 

next page!
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Yacht Racing Association of San 
Francisco Bay - 2013 Entry Form

     Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: 415.771.9500 
Fax: 415.276.2378 

email: info@yra.org

   1070 Marina Village Prky, Suite 202-G

YRA Membership: 

YRA Series only (HDA/ODCA, no Party Circuit)

Wooden Boat Racing Association (WBRA) Season  

YRA Series + Party Circuit  (HDA/ODCA, Includes Party Circuit)         

Offshore Yacht Racing Association (OYRA) Full Season  

Season Racing Fees:

$50

TOTAL____________

YRA Series racers entering the Lightship Ocean Race

Office use only
Check Number ___________ Amount PD_____________ DATE Received in office_____________________________

In consideration of being admitted to sailing membership in the Yacht Racing Association of San Francisco Bay (YRA), I agree to abide by 
"The Racing Rules of Sailing" and the Sailing Instructions of the YRA and the regatta sponsors. I warrant that I will maintain compliance    with 
the YRA Minimum Equipment requirements. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I hereby waive any rights I may have to sue the YRA with 
respect to personal injury or property damage suffered by myself or my crew as a result of our participation in the YRA and hereby release the 
YRA and it's race organizers from any liability for such injury or damage.. I further warrant that I have not relied upon any of the above entities 
or individuals in preparing my yacht for racing.                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                 Signed: _____________________________________________Date:  _____________________
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Membership Fees: 

$150

$150

$180

$195

$

$

$

$

$

Fleet: (PHRF, One-Design, etc.

Single Race Fees:

$5 $

$165

$195

$210

US Sailing 
Members

$165

Non US Sailing 
Members

Vallejo Race Only 

2nd Half Opener Only 

Season Closer Only

$10

$75

$75

$75

All other YRA Races (write in race name):

$80

$80

$80

$
$
$

Renewal of 2012 Certificate: 

New Certificate/Renewal of 2011 or prior Cert.:

$
$

$30 for YRA Members/$40 for NON-YRA Members

$45 for YRA Members/$55 for NON YRA Members 
NCPHRF Fees: 

Late Fee:
 Any entry Rec'd after 5pm the Mon before the race $

No entries are accepted after 5pm the Wednesday before the race
$35

Required for YRA Racing

$55 $60 $

* Participants in an ocean race or ocean series must complete an online boat  crew registration form 
through Jibeset.net.  See http://www.yra.org/OYRA/ocean_safety.html for addt'l info  safety requirements

C.C. 

Card Holder's Signature:_______________________________________________ Billing Address:_______________________________________________

US Sailing 
Members

Non US Sailing 
Members

Fleet: (PHRF/One-Design, etc.)

Yacht Club Affiliation:

Card Number:______________________________________ CVV #__________ Name on Card:_________________________Exp Date:__________

Name:

Street:

City,State,Zip:

Evening Phone: Daytime Phone:

Email Address:

Boat Name:

Boat Model:

Manufacturer:

Designer:

U.S. Sailing #: YRA Member #:

Sail Number:

Yr Built:

Yr. Designed:

Berth/Slip #:Marina:

OYRA season racers entering Vallejo $5 $$10
*

*

Make check payable to YRA.  To pay by MasterCard or Visa please provide card info below, including billing street address and  zip code

$$150 $165YRA Party Circuit (Vallejo, 2nd Half Opener, Season Closer, Summer Sailstice)

1070 Marina Vaillage Pkwy., Suite 202-G

Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: 415.771.9500

Fax: 415.276.2378

email: info@yra.org


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PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 9AM TO 5PM

San Francisco's Yacht Broker

10 MARINA BLVD., SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725  •  email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com

San Francisco's Yacht Broker
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39' Sea Ray 390, 1985
$195,000

55' Sparkman & Stephens, 
1935 • Santana

41' Storebro SRC 400, 1990
$169,000

Call about SF Giants special

40' Caliber 40 LRC, 1998 
$189,500

29' Regal 2960
Commodore, 2001

$49,900

42 Catalina 42-3, 1989
$97,000

37' Hallberg-Rassy
Center Cockpit, 2006

$309,000

32' Westsail, 1977
$49,000

30' Albin Ballad, 1978
$25,000

30' Cape Dory Cutter, 1982
$39,500

40' Farr, 1992
50-ft S.F. Berth

43 Years of Experience and Knowledge

39' Cal MkII, 1979
$49,000

34' Legacy, 2003
$270,000

30' Nonsuch Ultra, 1989
$69,800

36' Catalina, 1986
$45,000

SF BERTH

SF BERTH

REDUCED

28' Protector Targa, 2004
$129,000



CALENDAR

Non-Race
Dec. 28 — Sail under the full moon on a Friday.

   Jan. 1 — Clear away last night's cobwebs with a daysail.
Jan. 1 — 'Round the Island circumnavigation of Alameda. 

Starts at Island YC, then on to Aeolian and Ballena Bay YCs, 
fi nishing at Encinal YC. Info, IslandYCEvents@yahoo.com.
 Jan. 2-30 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker 
each Wednesday for about $25. All YCs' members welcome. 
More info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.
 Jan. 3 — Club Nautique's Winter Seminar Series kicks off 
with 'Heavy Weather Preparation Devices' by Arnstein Mus-
tad in Alameda, 6-8 p.m. Other seminars run at the same 
time at alternating locations (A=Alameda, S=Sausalito). $10 
members/$15 non-members. 1/17: 'South Pacifi c' by Rod 
Witel (S); 1/31: 'Sail Trim' by Kame Richards (A); 2/7: 'Ad-
ventures in the Pac Cup' by Tony English & Simon Bell (S); 
2/28: 'Electrical Systems Explained' by Peter Leib (A); 3/14:
'NOAA Sea Birds in Our Sanctuaries' by Karen Carlson (S); 
3/28: 'America's Cup' by TBA (A). Info, (510) 865-4700 or 
www.clubnautique.net.

Jan. 5 — 'The Tale of Henry & Harry' story time for kids 
at SF Maritime National Historical Park's Visitor Center, 11-
11:30 a.m. Free. After lunch, pay the $5 vessel admission fee 
(kids under 16 free) for the 'Critters at Sea' program aboard 
Balclutha at Hyde Street Pier, 1-1:30 p.m. Learn the roles Balclutha at Hyde Street Pier, 1-1:30 p.m. Learn the roles Balclutha
animals played in the Age of Sail. Spend the day exploring 
the park and museum, then board Balclutha again for a free Balclutha again for a free Balclutha
chantey sing-along, 8 p.m.-midnight. Reservations required. 
Info, www.nps.gov/safr/index.htm.
 Jan. 6-27 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.

Jan. 9-13 — 53rd Annual Portland Boat Show at the Expo 
Center. Info, www.otshows.com.

Jan. 10 — Are you a single boatowner and need crew? The 
Single Sailors Association has crew to help sail your boat. 
Monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC in Alameda, 6:30 p.m. 
Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org

Jan. 24-27 — San Diego Sunroad Boat Show at Sunroad 
Resort Marina on the east end of Harbor Island. Info, www.
bigbayboatshow.com.

Jan. 25-Feb. 3 — Seattle Boat Show Indoors + Afl oat at 
CenturyLink Field & South Lake Union. The largest boat show 
on the West Coast. Info, www.seattleboatshow.com.

Jan. 26 — Sail under the full moon again on a Saturday.
 Jan. 26 & 27 — Baja Ha-Ha Assistant Poobah 'Banjo Andy' 
Turpin will present Ha-Ha and Pacifi c Puddle Jump seminars 
back-to-back on both days at the Seattle Boat Show. 1/26: 4 
& 5 p.m.; 1/27: 3 & 4 p.m. Info, www.seattleboatshow.com.
 Jan. 26-27 — Whalefest Monterey celebrates whales, 
on Monterey's waterfront, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Info, www.
montereywharf.com.
 Feb. 2 — 24th Annual Women's Sailing Convention at 
Bahia Corinthian YC in Corona del Mar. $185. Limited space 
so register early! Info, www.womenssailingconvention.com .
 Feb. 2 — North U. Trim Seminar in Marina del Rey at Del 
Rey YC, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. $85-115. Info, www.northu.com.
 Feb. 5-Mar. 21 — Boating Skills & Seamanship course by 
USCGA Flotilla 17 at Yerba Buena Island, Tuesday & Thursday 
nights, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $65. Info, uwphoto@me.com.
 Feb. 9 — US Sailing Race Management Seminar at Encinal 
YC, 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Info, encinalseminar@gmail.com.

Feb. 9-18 — Lake Havasu Pocket Cruiser Rendezvous. A 
great excuse to get your trailer sailer on the water, plus you'll 
sail under the London Bridge! Info, www.sailhavasu.com.
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1987 CHEOY LEE 66 OCEAN TRAWLER
Sopressa  $449,999

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

2801 West Coast Hwy
Newport Beach, CA 92663

(949) 610-7190

Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470, 2005 .............................................$327,000
Catalina 470, 1999 ............ MOTIVATED SELLER! 170,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2004 ..........................................195,000
Catalina 42, 1989 ................ MOTIVATED SELLER! 89,000
Catalina 400, 2001 .............................REDUCED! 164,900
Catalina 380, 2000 ...............................................134,900
Catalina 36 MkII, 2001 ............................................98,500
Catalina 36, 1999 .................................REDUCED! 82,500
Catalina 36, 1995 ...................................................75,000
Catalina 36, 1984 ...................................................49,500
Catalina 36, 1983 .................................REDUCED! 51,900
Catalina 350, 2005 ...............................................129,900
Catalina 350, 2003 ...............................................116,500

Catalina 34, 2003 ...................................................95,000
Catalina 34, 1990 ...................................................47,500
Catalina 34, 1989 ...................................................47,500
Catalina 310, 2000 ...............................REDUCED! 74,900
Catalina 310, 2000 .................................................59,000
Catalina 30, 1988 ...................................................34,000
Catalina 30, 1984 ...................................................22,000
Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks
Gulfstar 50 owners’ model, 1978 ..........................125,000
Beneteau 473, 2006 .............................................288,500
Norseman 447, 1984 ............................................199,000
Tartan 4100, 2004 ................................................345,000
C&C 38, 1979 .........................................................41,000
Tayana 37 Cutter ....................................................77,000
Hunter 37, 1987 .....................................................49,000
Hunter 356, 2003 .................................REDUCED! 84,995

Santa Cruz 33, 1978 ...............................................35,000
Hunter 31, 2007 ...................................REDUCED! 69,500
New Ranger Tugs (base price) 
Ranger 31 Tug, 2013 ........... NEW MODEL YEAR! 279,937
Ranger 29 Tug, 2013 ........... NEW MODEL YEAR! 229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2012 ............................................159,937
Ranger 21EC Tug, 2011 ..........................................49,937
Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks
Ranger 29 Tug, 2010 ....................NEW LISTING! 189,900
Ranger 25SC Tug, 2010, incl. trailer ....REDUCED! 120,000
Ranger 25 Tug, 2008 ............................................120,000
Ranger 21EC Tug, 2009 ..........................................47,500
Ranger 21EC Tug, 2009 ..........................................44,000
Preowned Power Yachts
Cheoy Lee 66 Ocean Trawler, 1987 .....REDUCED! 449,999
Ocean Alexander 44 ..............................................165,000

From San Diego, CA
Call

(619) 523-6730

OPEN BOAT WEEKEND JANUARY 11-12  ~  COME WALK OUR DOCKS!

1991 OCEAN ALEXANDER Morningstar  $165,0002000 Catalina 310 Taravana  $74,900

Made in
the USA

YACHTS

We’re the proud dealer
of Catalina and Tartan Sailing Yachts, and
Ranger Trailerable Tugs – all Made in America brands.
Please visit www.faralloneyachts.com for details.

The all-new Ranger 31 
makes her way from

F A R A L L O N E  Y A C H T  S A L E S

We’re the proud dealer
of Catalina and Tartan Sailing Yachts, and
Ranger Trailerable Tugs – all Made in America brands.

Catalina’s new 315
proudly  joins two

other Catalina 5 Series
Boat of the Year winners –

the 355 and 445.

from the crew
at Farallone!
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CALENDAR

Feb. 15 — Hidden Treasures Fundraising Gala for After-
guard Sailing Foundation at California Ballroom, 7 p.m. $100. 
Benefi ts the nonprofi t that teaches sailing to underserved 
youth. Info, www.afterguard.net/hiddentreasuresg.html.

Feb. 19 & 23 — How the Tides Work for You talk by Kame 
Richards at Sausalito's Bay Model. 2/19 at 7 p.m., 2/23 at 
1 p.m. $15 (cash), RSVP required. Info, JimTantillo@comcast.
net or (408) 263-7877.net or (408) 263-7877.net

Racing
Dec. 30 — Christmas Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.

 Jan. 1 — Master Mariners New Year's Day Race and Chili 
Potluck at Pt. San Pablo YC in Pt. Richmond. Info, (415) 364-
1656 or www.mastermariners.org.

Jan. 1 — Brrrr Rabbit. CPYC, regatta@cpyc.com.
Jan. 1 — Frostbite Regatta on Lake Yosemite. LYSA, www.

lakeyosemitesailing.org.
Jan. 13 — Richmond YC Little Daddy Regatta. Big Daddy 

will follow in March. Info, www.richmondyc.org.
Jan 20-25  — 26th Annual Quantum Key West 2013 Race Jan 20-25  — 26th Annual Quantum Key West 2013 Race Jan 20-25  

Week. Info, www.premiere-racing.com.
Jan. 22 — Frost Bite Series #1. Benicia YC, www.benicia

yachtclub.com.
Jan. 26 — Three Bridge Fiasco, one of the oddest and most 

entertaining races ever invented, and the fi rst SSS event of 
the season. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
 Jan. 26 — Small Boat Winter Series #1. Info, www.encinal.
org.

Jan. 26 — Shields/Santana Sailing Clinic. MPYC, www.
mpyc.org.
 Feb. 2 — Double Up & Back. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.

Feb. 9 — Londerville Cup. HMBYC, www.hmbyc.org.
 Feb. 9-24 — Red Bull Youth America's Cup Selection Tri-
als. Young sailors, ages 19-24, will vie to be selected to race 
AC45s in the fi nals next fall. Info, www.americascup.com.

 Midwinter Regattas
  

 BERKELEY YC — Midwinters: 1/12-13, 2/9-10. Bobbi, 
(925) 939-9885 or bobbi@jfcbat.com.

BERKELEY YC — Chowder Races: Sundays through March BERKELEY YC — Chowder Races: Sundays through March BERKELEY YC
except when they confl ict with above.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. 
Info, racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
 CORINTHIAN YC — Midwinters: 1/19-20, 2/16-17. Mi-
chael, racing@cyc.org.

ENCINAL YC — Jack Frost Series: 1/19, 2/16, 3/16. Info, 
rearcommodore@encinal.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Manuel Fagundes Seaweed Soup 
Series: 1/5, 2/2, 3/2. Info, (916) 215-4566 or raceoffi ce@
ggyc.com.

ISLAND YC — Estuary Midwinters: 1/13, 2/10, 3/10. 
John, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.

LAKE MERRITT SC — Robinson Memorial Midwinters: 
1/13, 2/9, 3/10. Info, (510) 582-1048.

OAKLAND YC — Sunday Brunch Series: 1/6, 1/20, 2/3, 
2/17, 3/3. Jim, oycracecom@gmail.com or (510) 277-4676.oycracecom@gmail.com or (510) 277-4676.oycracecom@gmail.com

REGATTAPRO — Winter One Design & IRC: 1/12, 2/9. 
Jeff, (415) 595-8364 or jzarwell@regattapro.com.

RICHMOND YC — Small Boat Midwinters: 1/6, 2/3, 
3/3. Opti Midwinters: 1/5, 2/2, 3/2. Bob, bbranstad@gmail.
com.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Midwinters: 1/19, 2/16, 3/16. Info, 
(831) 425-0690. Laser Midwinters: 1/13, 2/10, 3/10. Rob, 
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Alameda
(510) 523-8500

norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com
teri@sailcal.com
rod@sailcal.comwww.sailcal.com

Come see the J/70 and J/111,
plus a fantastic selection of

brokerage boats on our docks
at Marina Village Yacht Harbor

in Alameda.

NEW J/70

Step up to a new level of
performance with a J/Boat.

OVER 100 SOLD TO DATE

J/111

XOVER 100 SOLD TO DATE

XOVER 100 SOLD TO DATE

300
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55' Tayana CC, '88, Samadhi V .............................Samadhi V .............................Samadhi V $249,000
52' Santa Cruz 52, '99, Renegade ........................Renegade ........................Renegade $495,000
52' TransPac w/IRC mods, '03, Braveheart* .........Braveheart* .........Braveheart* $395,000
50' Bakewell-White, '02, Brisa .............................Brisa .............................Brisa $615,000
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03* ........................................ $675,000
48' C&C Landfall 48, '81, Footloose .....................Footloose .....................Footloose $159,995
48' 1D48, '96, Chaya .............................................Chaya .............................................Chaya $60,000
45' Jeanneau Sun Odyssey, '08* .......................... $319,000
44' J/44, '90, Phantom ........................................Phantom ........................................Phantom $239,000
43' J/130, '96* .................................................... $184,000
42' Beneteau 423, '07* ........................................ $204,500
40' J/122, '09* ................................. New Listing $399,000
40' J/120, '02, Alchera .......................................Alchera .......................................Alchera  $169,000
40' J/120, '98, Jolly Mon .....................................Jolly Mon .....................................Jolly Mon $165,000

40' J/120, '94* .................................................... $149,000
40' Pacifi c Seacraft, '99, DreamKeeper ................DreamKeeper ................DreamKeeper $314,900
39' Silverton 351 Sedan Cruiser, '99 ...........................SOLD
39' Carroll Marine CM 1200, '95* ............Reduced $49,000
38' True North 38, 2002, Ricochet .......................Ricochet .......................Ricochet  $184,900
38' Aerodyne 38, '03, Kira.................................... $189,000
38' Alerion, '07* .....................................Reduced $229,000
36' Sydney 3600, '02 Fins ................Fins ................Fins New Listing $119,000
36' J/109, '03* ......................................Reduced $185,000
35' J/105, '92, Vim ................................................Vim ................................................Vim $75,000
35' J/105, '01, Hull #400, Lulu .............................Lulu .............................Lulu $105,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #355, Whisper .........................Whisper .........................Whisper $89,000
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good* ..................................Life Is Good* ..................................Life Is Good* $68,900
35' J/35C, '91* ...................................................... $89,000

www.sailcal.com
email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com, teri@sailcal.com, rod@sailcal.com

DEALERS FOR THESE FINE YACHTS:

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

POWER UP WITH SAIL CALIFORNIA

34' J/34, '85, The Zoo* ..........................................The Zoo* ..........................................The Zoo* $29,900
34' MJM 34z, '05* ..............................................  $259,000
33' Synergy 1000, '99 ........................................... $59,000
32' Catalina 320, '95* ............................................ $52,000
30' Columbia 30, '06, Escudero ............................Escudero ............................Escudero  $89,800
30' J/30, '79* ........................................................ $26,000
30' Peterson Half Ton* ..........................................  $14,900
30' Scout 30, '80, Zelda ...........................Zelda ...........................Zelda Reduced $49,500
29' MJM 29z, '07* ............................................... $269,000
28' J/28, '87* ........................................................ $32,000
28' Alerion Express, '02* ........................................ $59,500
26' J/80, '06, J Hawk ...........................................J Hawk ...........................................J Hawk  $48,500
26' J/80, '00* ........................................................ $29,900

* Denotes Seattle Boats

J/105s
We have 4 from 

$68,500

Aerodyne 38, 2003, Kira
Versatile boat. Daysail, cruise? This

is your boat. Asking $189,000

J/120, 2002, Alchera
Don't miss this incredible deal! This 
boat is well equipped and beautifully 

maintained. $169,000

REDUCED!

J/44, 1991, Phantom
Well equipped, race or cruise.

Asking $239,000

Bakewell-White 50, 2002, Brisa
Custom design built for world

cruising. Asking $615,000

Tayana 55, 1988, Samadhi V
Many recent upgrades.

Asking $249,000

J/111, 2011, Invisible Hand
Ready for Transpac 2013!

Asking $319,000

Luhrs 32 Open, 2003 Mad Dash
Clean, well maintained, great price.

$114,900

Columbia 30 Sportboat, 2006 
Escudero

Lift keel. On trailer. Race ready.
Asking $89,800

Pacifi c Seacraft 40, 1999
DreamKeeper

Must see, beautifully maintained
classic cruising boat. Asking $314,900

True North 38, 2002, Ricochet
This SUV of the sea is read

 for fun on the water.
$184,900

REDUCED!

C&C Landfall 48, 1981, Footloose
Total refi t, ready to go anywhere
in the world! Asking $159,995
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robschuyler@cruzio.com.
 SANTA ROSA SC — Winter Series: 1/13, 2/10, 3/24. Info, 
www.santarosasailingclub.org.
 SAUSALITO YC — Sunday Midwinters: 1/6, 2/3, 3/3. Dave 
Borton, (415) 302-7084 or race@sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Winter Series: 1/26, 2/9, 3/16. Red-
wood Cup: 12/16, 1/13, 2/3, 3/3. Info, www.sequoiayc.org.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Island Fever Midwinters: 1/19, 
2/16, 3/16. Info, www.southbeachyc.org.

TIBURON YC — Midwinters: 1/12, 2/9, 3/9. Ian, TIBURON YC — Midwinters: 1/12, 2/9, 3/9. Ian, TIBURON YC race@tyc.org.
VALLEJO YC — Tiny Robbins Midwinters: 1/5, 2/2, 3/2. 

Info, www.vyc.org or (707) 643-1254.www.vyc.org or (707) 643-1254.www.vyc.org

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises. 

January Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max 
12/29Sat 0224 0431/2.1E 0744 1032/2.4F
 1317 1637/4.6E 1317 1637/4.6E 1317 1637/  2036 2335/3.4F
12/30Sun 0301 0511/2.2E 0824 1112/2.3F
 1356 1718/4.4E 2109 
12/31Mon  0009/3.4F 0338 0553/2.4E
 0908 1156/2.2F 1437     1800/4.2E 
 2143 
1/01Tues  0046/3.3F 0414 0637/2.6E
 0956 1243/2.1F 1524 1845/3.9E
 2219
1/05Sat 0035 0350/2.8F 0701 1003/3.8E
 1405 1647/2.4F 1958 2224/2.4E
1/06Sun 0134 0446/2.8F 0750 1100/4.2E
 1506 1756/2.8F 2112 2326/2.3E
1/12Sat 0148 0408/3.0E 0721 1013/3.5F
 1306 1620/5.7E 2014 2315/4.5F 2014 2315/4.5F 2014 2315/
1/13Sun 0233 0457/3.2E 0815 1105/3.4F
 1359 1708/5.3E 2100
1/19Sat 0108 0407/2.4F 0709 1009/3.3E
 1427 1729/2.3F 2018 2230/1.7E
1/20Sun 0206 0505/2.2F 0759 1109/3.4E
 1525 1834/2.5F 2124 2338/1.5E
1/26Sat 0112 0325/2.3E 0644 0933/2.7F
 1225 1535/4.6E 1225 1535/4.6E 1225 1535/  1933 2230/3.5F
1/27Sun 0146 0403/2.6E 0721 1011/2.8F
 1303 1613/4.6E 1303 1613/4.6E 1303 1613/  2005 2301/3.5F

January Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
12/29Sat 0055/4.8 0528/2.9 1120/6.0 1808/-0.5
12/30Sun 0127/4.9 0607/2.9 1158/5.8 1840/-0.4
12/31Mon 0158/5.0 0648/2.8 1238/5.6 1913/-0.2
1/01Tue 0230/5.1 0735/2.7 1323/5.2 1950/0.2
1/05Sat 0512/5.8 1149/1.2 1807/3.8 2306/2.0
1/06Sun 0602/6.1 1253/0.5 1940/3.9
1/12Sat 0016/5.4 0506/2.2 1117/6.9 1752/-1.3
1/13Sun 0058/5.6 0559/2.1 1207/6.6 1835/-0.9
1/19Sat 0517/5.7 1221/1.1 1857/3.8 2332/2.5
1/20Sun 0607/5.7 1322/0.8 2019/3.9
 LOW HIGH LOW 
1/26Sat 0432/2.6 1030/6.1 1712/-0.3
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
1/27Sun 0015/5.0 0508/2.5 1109/6.0 1742/-0.2



FEATURING

TRINIDAD
ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY

RATED "SUPERIOR" by Practical Sailor

Your full service boat yard.

Gallery  |  Links |  Green YardHome  |  Services  |  Rates

(510) 521-6100 • Fax (510) 521-3684
2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   COMPARE US WITH THE COMPETITION   ~

• Prop and Shaft Work
• Mast & Rigging Repair
• Fiberglass & Blister Repair
• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel Engine Service
• LPU Hull & Topside
• Electrical Repair &

Installation

CLEAN AND GREEN
Now – the latest in environmental

fi ltration technology. Protecting you,
our workers and the Bay.
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60-TON

TRAVELIFT

We're happy to
share them.

(No hidden charges!)

CLICK
OUR
RATES!

FREE

HULL WAX

WITH

BOTTOM

JOB

NEW WEBSITE:

www.boatyardgm.com
We're just a 'click' away.
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⇑⇓WHAT COULD GO WRONG AT INVINCIBLE ROCK?
Latitude asked about hazards in the Bay besides 'little Latitude asked about hazards in the Bay besides 'little Latitude

Alcatraz' that many sailors may not be aware of. I nominate 
Invincible Rock, which is located about a half mile south-
southwest of the Brothers, just outside the shipping channel 
near buoy '16'.
 Invincible is surrounded by water depths of 50 feet or more, 
but rises precipitously to a charted depth of 7 feet. At very 

low or negative tides, it 
is a significant hazard 
to deep-draft sailboats, 
whose owners may be 
blissfully unaware of 
its presence. It's dou-
bly dangerous because 
it's in an area of strong 
and confused currents 
caused by the highly 
variable bottom con-
tours, and shifting winds 

due to the proximity of the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As 
such, it's very easy to think 'what could go wrong?', because 
you're just outside a deepwater channel.

Bill Kinney
Fetchin' Ketch, Northstar 40

Marina Bay 

 Bill — Count us among those who have no doubt sailed over 
Invincible Rock not knowing what was only inches beneath our 
keel. It is interesting that Invincible Rock and Whiting Rock are 
so close to the shipping channel. 

⇑⇓EIGHT BELLS FOR CHRIS CORLETT
 I was sorry to hear about the passing of Chris Corlett, an 
institution in the world of Northern California sailing, who 
recently died in his sleep of natural causes.
 Sailing with Chris was unlike sailing with anyone else.  
His normally boisterous demeanor would become hushed, he 
would get very focused, and he was unfl appable. He would 
not tolerate yelling or drama on the boat.
 He recently told me that his most gratifying sailing experi-
ence was in the recent Pacifi c Cup he did with his son, Jesse. 
He was so proud of his son, whom he called a "natural."
 Working with Chris made me understand what a re-
ally good guy he was. He truly cared about doing the right 
thing — a concept that is sometimes lost in today's business 
world. Even if it made his life more diffi cult, he would try. 
And Chris was always the fi rst to crack a joke and the one 
who laughed the hardest at it afterward.

Allison Lehman
Alameda

 Readers — In the November 28 'Lectronic, we recalled, as 
best we could, the much talked about man-on-man sailing 
battles in the late '70s among Chris Corlett, John Beery and 
Tom Blackaller in the Oakland Estuary. John Selbach has fi lled 
us in on some of the details. 
 "I was there for the race between Chris Corlett and John 
Beery, from Mariner Square to the mouth of the Estuary and 
back on Santana 35s. It was a big deal because Chris was a 
rock star, but Beery had literally written the book on sailing. The 
bet was for $1,000, which was chump change for Beery, who 
owned Mariner Square, but a lot for Corlett, who was broke. 
Since Chris didn't have enough money, he sold half of his bet: 
$250 to me and $250 to another guy. A bunch of us followed 
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Invincible Rock is just outside the chan-
nel at buoy #16 near the Brothers.

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205
SAUSALITO, CA 94965
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510.522.2886
510.521.8454
510.864.7208
510.521.8454
info@svendsens.com

Start The New Year Right

With a FREE Wax & Polish* With Your 
Bottom Job From Svendsen’s Boat Works!

Svendsen’s is the Bay Area’s Most Trusted Source 
for Marine Products and Expert Boat Repairs:

Wood & Fiberglass Repair | Bottom & Topside Painting
Engine & Electrical Repair | Mast & Rigging Services | Plumbing & Thru-Hulls

Custom Metal Fabrication  |  Wooden Spar Construction & Repair
Custom Fabrication & Retrofits

...And More!

To redeem this offer, you must present this coupon to Svendsen’s 
Yard Office at time of job scheduling, or mention the coupon code: 

NEWYEAR13 to receive your FREE wax & polish*
with any bottom job from Svendsen’s. 

*Excluding buffing, if needed. Haulout must occur on or before January 31, 2013 to qualify.

FREECOUPON GOOD FOR FREE WAX & POLISH*
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the two boats around the course, and Chris trounced Beery. 
It was embarrassing. Chris and I were always friends, and 
I always admired the fact that while he was a rock star, he 

was never too good for the average sailors 
on whose boats he sometimes sailed when 
they needed to win races."
 Selbach tells us that Corlett acquired the 
nickname 'Poodle' for his habit of checking 
out any new race boats on the Bay. "When 
a new race boat would show up in the Bay 
Area, Chris would hunt her down, then care-
fully check out every aspect of her, from the 
keel chord to the way the thru hulls were 
faired to the block placement. He sniffed 
around these boats so much that he was 

given the name Poodle."
 If anybody remembers the details of the Blackaller and 
Corlett race in the Estuary, we'd like to hear about it.

⇑⇓HEAD FIRST INTO THE TRASH CAN AT LUCKYS
 I sailed with Chris 'Poodle' Corlett heaps of years ago in the 
good old days of IOR racing. I didn't see him for a long time, 
and then just a couple of years ago he saw me in a Lucky 
store. "Bird!" he shouted. "It's my buddy Bird!" He then gave 
me a hug, picked me up, and dumped me head fi rst into a 
garbage can adjacent to the checkout stand. He was laughing 
hysterically. I was, too. It was nice to see him again, because 
if you knew Chris, that was his way.

Jonathan 'Bird' Livingston
Punk Dolphin, Wylie 38

Pt. Richmond

 Readers — Ages ago, when we primarily knew Chris by 
his reputation as about the best young helmsman in Northern 
California, he dragged us to a doctor's offi ce on Oakland's 
Pill Hill. "This doctor owes me a lot of money for kicking butt 
with his boat in the Nationals back on the East Coast," Corlett 
explained, "and I need to get some of it."
 As we recall, Chris barged right through the reception area 
with a big smile, and took up station in one of the doctor's 
waiting rooms. "What are you doing here?!" asked the horrifi ed 
doctor when he entered the room. Chris had some great wise-
crack of a response, so the poor doctor was stuck in a battle 
between wanting to laugh hysterically and desperately trying 
to maintain the decorum necessary for a doctor's offi ce. Every 
time the doctor came up with an excuse why he couldn't pay 
Chris right then, Chris would loudly tell another joke, and the 
poor doctor would once again have to try to stifl e his laughter. 
Chris was a good tactician. 

⇑⇓SUMMER AT THE ISLANDS WON'T BE THE SAME
 The tragedy of Coast Guard Chief Petty Offi cer Terrell 
Horne III's death near Santa Cruz Island after being rammed 
by a panga from Mexico brought reminders of panga from Mexico brought reminders of panga narco violence narco violence narco
from the streets of Mexico to our front porch. We'll probably 
still make our trip to the Channel Islands this summer, but 
the knowledge that we'll be vacationing in a favorite transfer 
point for drugs and human smuggling will be unnecessary 
ballast for my conscience.
 As sailors, many are unaware of the extent of environmen-
tal damage done by narco traffi ckers on land. Erosion, stream narco traffi ckers on land. Erosion, stream narco
diversions, wildlife kills from illegal pesticides, and littering in 
wildlands  — all on a massive scale — are the collateral damage 
from this country's war on drugs. Add this to the thousands 
of lives ruined by throwing marijuana users into prison.
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Chris Corlett.

Engineered
Apparel

Great lookingg gggearr
with performance buiilltt rriigghhhtt iinn!!
Every item of West Marine apparel is designed and built
with boating in mind. From the architecture of each garment,
to the most innovative technical fabrics and thoughtful
construction detailing, these clothes are designed to work
“out there” on the water. And the best part? Every garment
is priced to deliver superior value. Visit us today, at our stores
or at westmarine.com, and see for yourself!

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit wwwww wwww .westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.
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 Readers need to be aware of the craziness being perpetrated 
in the name of justice. As with alcohol, prohibition of pot 
makes it marginally less available — but at a huge environ-
mental and social cost. We all need to do what we can, where 
we can, to decriminalize marijuana.

Cliff Smith
Carola, Young Sun 35

Pt. Richmond

Cliff — If you're suggesting there isn't and hasn't been mas-
sive narco violence and human smuggling in California prior to 
the recent panga invasion, you've not been reading the papers. panga invasion, you've not been reading the papers. panga
While narco murders are way down in Los Angeles, experts 
say the human traffi cking is way up. And drug murders in 
Oakland are up something like 20% over last year.
 We're going to be anchoring at the Channel Islands this 
summer, just as we have been for the last bunch of summers. 
And we're not going to be worried about narco and human 
smugglers. After all, smugglers don't want to mix with us any 
more than we want to mix with them. The tragic case of Senior 
Chief Horne — he was posthumously promoted — was unusual, 
because he identifi ed himself as law enforcement, putting the 
two individuals in the panga in what they perceived to be a panga in what they perceived to be a panga
desperate situation. And desperate people do desperate things. 
Horne died as a result of being hit in the head by a prop after 
being knocked overboard in a collision between the two boats. 

We don't think the bad guys intended 
to kill him. Not that it makes Horne 
any less dead or his family any less 
alone.
 We think the last thing the United 
States needs is more unproductive 
stoners, but we also agree that the 
war on drugs has been a monumental 
failure. What high school students 
can't score any kind of dope they 
want on a few hours' notice? The only 
thing that the war on drugs has been 
successful at is creating massive gov-
ernment employment — Homeland 
Security, the FBI, the Border Patrol, 
all the police and sheriffs, the district 

attorneys and their staffs, the taxpayer-funded defense at-
torneys, the judges and all the court staff, the astronomically 
compensated prison guards, and on and on. Of course, had 
drugs been legal all along, these people wouldn't have needed 
to be hired, and the unemployment rate in California would be 
about 50%.

⇑⇓OFFSHORE PEMEX STATIONS INDEED
 In the December issue, Latitude's erudite response to a let-
ter about pangas possibly smuggling drugs all the way from pangas possibly smuggling drugs all the way from pangas
the Guatamalan border to California ended as follows: 
 "This leads us to believe that either these pangas don't pangas don't pangas
go all the way to the border, or there are some unlicensed 
offshore Pemex stations."
 According to the December 12 New York Times, "The au-
thorities in San Diego said last year that they had found a 
boat equipped with a GPS device, which led them to a cache 
of fuel drums tied to buoys 50 miles offshore."

Ken Katz
Aab, 15-ft Minuteman catboat

Washington DC

 Ken — Thanks for the heads-up; that was news to us.
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Horne left beind a pregnant 
wife and young son.

  Line 
Items

 Upgrade Now–Enjoy Better 
Performance this Spring!
It’s really very simple, aboard a sailboat stretch means wasted 
energy. This applies to sails and to the lines you use to control 
them. So if you’d like to put more of the wind’s energy into 
moving your boat through the water, consider upgrading the 
cordage aboard your boat. 

West Marine has the latest advanced-technology lines from 
New England Ropes, Samson and FSE Robline. Visit our 
Rigging Shop in Alameda and talk to our experts about
which lines and sizes are most appropriate to upgrade the 
performance of your boat.

Low-stretch rope makes a difference you’ll notice. And we’re 
not just handing you a line.

 We have 17 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit www.westmarine.com to fi nd the store nearest you.



Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron
Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS
www.OutboundYachts.com

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling 

applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tains its shape over a longer life than any sailcloth we've ever 

offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran® 
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® fi lm. And you can be 

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the 
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood 

hallmark for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft, 

tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH

January, 2013  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 25

  Sails & Service 
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  Free Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro   (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com
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 As we understand it, the panga in the accident that killed panga in the accident that killed panga
Coastie Horne at Santa Cruz Island was not itself a smuggling 
vessel, but a refueling vessel.

⇑⇓HARBOR HOPPING IN THE WINTER
 Having not lived in the Bay Area for the last 30 years, I 
don't remember what the weather is like there and farther 
south along the coast during the winter. I ask because we'd 
like to sail to Mexico from Alameda sometime in December 
or early January. Do you think we'll be able to fi nd a safe 
weather window to hopscotch south?
 I know that where we've lived — the Pacifi c Northwest — 
we wouldn't want to sail on the Pacifi c during those winter 
months.

Ron Odenheimer
Cetacean, Tayana 37

Portland, Oregon / Currently Alameda

 Ron — If you're patient, we're confi dent that you'll be able 
to fi nd the weather windows necessary for a safe trip south. 
Commodore Tompkins once grabbed a gal and our Olson 30 
Little O, and set sail from San Francisco to Cabo. He said they 
had to contend with some southerly winds off the central coast 
of California, but never got a drop of water on deck the entire 
trip. With an Olson 30, that's saying something.
 While the California coast is swept by northwesterly winds 
most of the year, in the winter it's generally either storm fronts 
from the south or more likely calms. Indeed, make sure you 
carry enough fuel, because you'll have to do a lot of motoring. 
We remember that it once took our old friend Christian about 
nine days to sail his engineless 26-footer from San Francisco 
to Morro Bay.
 But do watch out for storm fronts. You can take that from 
Jack van Ommen of the Naja 30 Fleetwood. Jack has visited 
about 50 countries while sailing most of the way around the 
world over the past decade, but his voyage darn near ended 
before it started in a strong winter southerly a few miles south 
of Monterey. Fortunately, the Coast Guard came to his aid and 
towed him back to port.
 And please remember that even if there is no wind, you must 
nonetheless be on the lookout for huge winter swells when in 
anything near shallow water. The shallow waters outside the 
Gate, for example, must be treated with the utmost respect. 
We've written enough reports of boats getting rolled and mari-
ners getting killed out there in the winter to last us a lifetime. 
The entrances to harbors such as Santa Cruz and Morro Bay 
can also be extremely dangerous when there's a big swell run-
ning. So dress warmly and pick your window carefully.
 Once you get south of the border, you can expect stronger 
winds down the coast of Baja than during the Ha-Ha. But you 
should have a good ride, and by the time you get to Cabo, you'll 
be living in your Speedo — if you're into that kind of thing.

⇑⇓FOR PETE'S SAKE, GIVE US SOME HELP!
 I'm 54 years old and have lived aboard my boat with my 
wife in Pete's Harbor in Redwood City for 20 years. I'm ask-
ing for help to keep Pete’s Harbor from being privatized and 
turned into a walkway.
 A multinational developer from Denver has purchased all 
the property, and is evicting all the residents — on land and 
on the water — in order to build luxury apartments. As far as 
I'm concerned, neither the voters of Redwood City nor Pete’s 
Harbor have been given an adequate opportunity to participate 
in the decision-making process leading to the destruction of 
our unique marina community.

 Cleaner
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Start Here

 Quality Antifouling Paints Quality Antifouling Paints
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your boat’s bottom clean! And since it’s from West Marine, 
you know you’re getting a great value!

 Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG
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 Pete and Paula Uccelli created Pete's Harbor through 60 
years of hard work for the boating community of San Francisco 
Bay. Pete's Harbor has a rich history and a deep connection 
with the people of Redwood City — and the residents of the 
harbor in particular. Pete's is a marina open to all, with a 

restaurant and meet-
ing place, and pub-
lic bathrooms. It's a 
great place to walk 
dogs, launch kayaks, 
feed ducks, look at 
boats, have children 
play, and observe 
numerous species 
of wild animals and 
migratory waterfowl.
But thanks to the 
plans for 411 luxury 
apartments and con-

dominiums, as well as spaces for 88 cars, and boat slips that 
will only be available to tenants, we marina tenants received 
eviction notices that say we must be gone by January 15. We 
have a core group of people, including an attorney who fi led 
an appeal on November 13, to fi ght this. The City Council 
has 90 days within which to hear the appeal, but a specifi c 
meeting date has yet to be set. But even if the appeal staves 
off a decision, Ted Hannig, owner Paula Uccelli’s attorney, 
says the remaining tenants will still be evicted come January 
15.
 Interestingly enough, part of the harbor is leased from the 
State Lands Commission, and will have to be transferred. 
Again, the public has been left out of this process.
  When all is said and done, it looks as though 13+ acres 
will be developed and privatized — to a 12-ft walking path 
that will be considered part of the Bay Trail. The resulting 
three- and four-story megalith of concrete and cars will be 
within the tidal fl ood plain, as well as within view of the Don 
Edwards San Francisco Wildlife Refuge, which is currently 
undergoing restoration.
 We need lawyers, funds, and representation to negotiate a 
better plan, one that includes the residents and approval of 
the city. What we don't need is legal 'loopholing' for profi ts, 
or removing a public place that residents and visitors have 
enjoyed for the last 60 years.

Buckley Stone 
amaddencali@gmail.com

 Buckley — We wish you and your group the best of luck. At 
this stage of the process, you're going to need it.

⇑⇓SAVE FREE SANTA CRUZ HARBOR ACCESS
 The proposed $10 fee for the 'free' hand launch ramps in 
the Santa Cruz Harbor is a bad idea for many reasons.
 The hand launch docks near Dock FF and Dock A have 
always been free. To charge a $10 per-use fee will eliminate 
the only affordable, safe access point to the harbor and the 
Monterey Bay. Launching kayaks, SUPs, outriggers, and small 
boats from nearby beaches simply can't be done most days. 
These docks are a frequently used and treasured public asset, 
and should remain free.
 To avoid paying the $10 fee, many users may choose to 
illegally launch their kayaks or SUPs from Seabright or Twin 
Lakes beaches, which are to either side of the harbor entrance. 
The notorious shorepound at these beaches would put the 
public at risk of serious injury.
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Residents of Pete's Harbor in Redwood City 
are hoping to prevent their eviction.
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 Those who do choose to drive over to the Harbormaster’s 
Offi ce on the opposite side of the harbor to pay the $10 fee 
would then go ahead and just launch from the boat launch 
right there. Therefore, there will be more boats, kayaks, SUPs, 
etc., launching from a boat ramp meant for actual boats near 
Leo’s Nautical Treasures. This would be dangerous.
 Rather than paying the $10 per vehicle launch fee, many 
hand launch boat/kayak/SUP/etc. users will park in the 
Seabright neighborhood just outside the harbor parking lot, 
and then walk/roll their watercraft down to the hand launch 
dock at Dock A near Aldo’s Restaurant. This will increase har-
bor users' negative impact on the Seabright neighborhood.
 There is also the economic benefi t. Users of the hand 
launch docks regularly spend money at harbor businesses 
before and after their use of the docks. Kayak fi shers stop-
ping by Leo’s or Bayside Marine for bait, tackle or snacks 
before heading out to fi sh; SUPers for a bite to eat at one of 
the harbor restaurants after paddling; and small boat race 
groups hosting large post-race get-togethers at a harbor res-
taurant. And more. The free hand launch docks simply bring 
more people to the harbor, making the harbor a busier, more 
relevant economic hub.
 In addition, the port is trying to apply launch ramp rules 
intended for real boats to things like kayaks and SUPs, and 
without giving proper notice. Please join me in protesting this 
move by visiting saveharboraccess.wordpress.com.

Carter McCoy
Santa Cruz

 Readers — We're not experts on the details and nuances 
of the situation in Santa Cruz, but philosophically Latitude
believes that ocean access should be considered a human 
right. In the case of swimmers, surfers, kayakers, SUPers, and 
other low-cost users, ocean access should always be free. And 
'free' means not disguising fees with wildly infl ated parking 
charges.
 If anyone has noticed that local and state governments have 
been instituting all kinds of new fees and raising old ones, it 
should come as no surprise. These governments are not only 
broke, they made wild pension promises to public employees 
that can't possibly be met. As a result, the forecast is for de-
cades of increasingly bitter squabbles over money.

⇑⇓TO SEND OR RECEIVE, THAT IS THE QUESTION
 We were running down the east coast of Australia from 
the Whitsundays to Sydney before a 20-knot northerly with 
a reefed main and the #3 wung out on a pole. It was about 
3 a.m. and pitch black — of course — when, with almost no 
warning, we got hit by a 30-knot Southerly Buster. While try-
ing to get the mess sorted out, one of the crew fell down and 
was injured. Then the AIS went off.
  The signal was from the 600-ft bulk carrier Mississippi, 
and her closest point of approach (CPA) was going to be just 
a few feet. Just what we needed! I hailed the ship on 16 and 
got an immediate response. I advised the ship that we were 
a sailboat and were currently having diffi culty maneuvering, 
and asked if she could please change course to port to go 
astern of us.
 The Mississippi complied, and I saw her range lights widen, Mississippi complied, and I saw her range lights widen, Mississippi
which allowed me to get back to getting Cheyenne organized. Cheyenne organized. Cheyenne
A bit later I checked on Mississippi's position. She was much  Mississippi's position. She was much  Mississippi
closer and her range lights were directly in line.
 "Oh shit!" I thought, but then I realized that she knew we 
were there, and had changed course a second time to make 
sure that we were all right! It was a good experience and 
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IT'S A MARINER'S FACT:
In three minutes a vessel will 
travel a distance in hundreds of 
yards equal to her speed in knots. 
For example, if your speed in 6 
knots, you will travel 600 yards 
(1,200 feet) in three minutes.
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another lesson in how valuable AIS is.
Alan Blunt

Cheyenne, Whiting 49
Los Angeles

Alan — We're big believers in AIS. In fact, if we had to choose 
between an AIS and radar, we might have a mental breakdown 

trying to make such 
a difficult decision. 
Fortunately, we have 
both.
 The big AIS debate 
seems to be whether 
to get an AIS unit 
that transmits and 
receives, or one that 
just receives. Many 
sailors think they 
need to both receive 
and transmit. We're 
fi ne with a unit that 
just receives, as we 

believe it's our responsibility to stay out of the way of shipping, 
not vice versa. The other issue is that there were so many Ha-
Ha boats transmitting AIS signals in the fi rst couple of hours 
after the start that the AIS graphic interface on our unit was 
useless. Because of this, we think the units should be reserved 
for bigger commercial vessels.
 By the way, we assume that the Mississippi didn't sneak 
up on you, and that you'd known she was coming when she 
was at least 25 miles away. AIS is great for situational aware-
ness.

⇑⇓GREAT HOPE WAS LOSTGREAT HOPE WAS LOSTGREAT HOPE
 I have information for John Amen, who wrote in asking 
what happened to Great Hope, the scale prototype for George 
Kiskadden's 67-ft schooner New World.
 In the early '80s, New Hope was purchased by my friend 
Tom Reynolds, an athlete and waterman from Tiburon and 
Santa Cruz. Tom, who is no longer alive, kept New Hope on 
a mooring that he built himself and placed in Cowell Bay, 
which is to the west of the Municipal Wharf in Santa Cruz. I 
was there the day Tom launched the mooring from the deck 
of Great Hope.
 Tom would routinely paddle out to Great Hope, leave the 
paddleboard on the mooring, and then go sailing. After own-
ing and sailing Great Hope for many seasons, Tom eventually Great Hope for many seasons, Tom eventually Great Hope
sold the boat to another local surfer, who kept the boat on 
the same mooring.
 Since Cowell's was a fairly exposed anchorage, there was 
always some concern that New Hopealways some concern that New Hopealways some concern that  might be vulnerable  New Hope might be vulnerable  New Hope
to early- and late-season storms. I believe that it was in the 
mid-'80s that she chafed through her bow line, allowing her to 
be blown into the wharf and then onto the beach. As I recall, 
she was a total loss.
 I know about this because I was a lifeguard for the City 
of Santa Cruz at the time, and I kept my boat, the Santana 
20 Flexy-Flyer, moored near New Hope during the summer New Hope during the summer New Hope
months.
 Those were great times, and while Great Hope was a bit  Great Hope was a bit  Great Hope
tender due to her narrow beam, she was a very responsive 
and much-loved boat. I certainly miss those times, and thank 
John Amen for giving me a reason to write about them.

Andrew Ward
Santa Cruz
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There were only a dozen or so AIS targets 
this night — imagine what it looked like when 
more than 50 boats were showing.



January, 2013  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 33

How can we help you?
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for details. 
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Channel Islands  805-984-8100
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Long Beach  562-795-5488  
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San Diego  619-224-2424
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⇑⇓"A NEW BRAKING SYSTEM FOR SAILBOATS?"
 I've have been boating for a few years, mostly in canoes. 
Recently I've been sailing a Balboa 26 on Mission Bay in San 
Diego, and I'm having a great time. But I hope you can answer 
a question about the Oracle AC72 catamaran.
 It looks to me that the bow of Oracle's cat — and that of the 
others — is upside down, meaning that bottom is the farthest 
forward. I thought the object of the bow was to cut through 
the water and stay on top. The bows on the AC72s cut into 
the water, which seems as though it would make them dive 
into the swell. Is this some kind of new braking system for 
the sailboats?

Robert Yaussy 
Lusty Lady, Balboa 26

Mission Bay

Robert — Good question. We overheard Lee Helm and Max 
Ebb discussing the subject, and we believe Max has recounted 
that conversation in this month's issue. Meanwhile, our resident 
expert in naval architecture had the following explanation:
 "The reverse bow rake has less resistance in waves, which 
is why they are sometimes called wave-piercing bows. It also 

saves weight in the 
ends, which is criti-
cal. The downside is 
that such bows don't 
keep the decks as 
dry as if they had a 
forebody with con-
ventional flare and 
bow rake. But this 
style bow is nothing 
new — see pottery 
pictures of ancient 
Greek ships, Dread-
nought battleships, 

the 110 class sailboat, bulbous bow container ships, and A-
Class 18-ft catamarans."
 While not common, the reverse bow rake has shown up on 
some cruising catamarans, including a couple of Morrelli & 
Melvin 65s built by Westerly Marine of Santa Ana. Speaking of 
which, shortly after one of these cats was launched two years 
ago, we met up with the captain in Cabo. When we asked how 
the unidentifi ed owner liked his new cat, the captain said 
he didn't. The cat had sailed so fast that she had scared the 
daylights out of him. The boat was for sale for a long time. But 
in October we saw her in a boatyard in San Diego, where the 
new owner was apparently undertaking an expensive redesign 
of the salon.

⇑⇓THE HONOR IS OURS
 Having returned to the cold, gray Pacifi c Northwest, I fi nd 
myself unable to focus. My mind keeps wandering back to my 
adventure on the Hylas 42 Coyote during this year's Ha-Ha. Coyote during this year's Ha-Ha. Coyote
Although I've done a handful of Pacifi c crossings, the Ha-Ha 
had to be the best two weeks I've ever spent on a sailboat. 
Words cannot express how awesome it was to spend time with 
a group of like-minded people with a common goal. There 
were random acts of kindness, generosity, and sincere caring 
everywhere. I can only hope this won't be my only Ha-Ha.
 I'd like to thank the Grand Poobah, Andy 'Puddle Jump' 
Turpin, Doña de Mallorca, and the rest of the Ha-Ha team for 
organizing the event. I'm sure there are days of work involved 
that participants such as myself don't know about and that 
are never mentioned.
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Check out this month's 'Max Ebb' for more 
on the Dreadnought bow.
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310 W. Cutting Blvd. 
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www.baymarineboatworks.com

Make A New Year’s Resolution 
To Service Your Yacht.

Happy 2013 From Your Friends  
at Bay Marine Boatworks.
Now that you’ve turned a page on a new calendar, isn’t it time to visit the skilled 
yard professionals at Bay Marine Boatworks?

After all, we excel in helping your yacht’s performance all year long with preparation, 
maintenance and repairs because:
•  We offer quality sprayed-on racing bottoms that can prepare your boat for the 

upcoming race season or repair a couple of dents.
• We can maintain your vessel to help keep it in good operating condition.
•  When mishaps occur, we can repair your boat in a timely fashion to ensure 

you spend your weekends on the race course… not in the boatyard.

Give us a call today to schedule your upcoming yard visit during 2013.
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 Each morning during the Ha-Ha I looked forward to the 
7:30 a.m. roll call and net, not only to keep track of the other 
boats, but to hear what words of wisdom the Poobah had for 
the fl eet. His wit, knowledge, and especially patience, were a 
great way to start the day. I didn't miss a single net.
 The Ha-Ha shoreside activities, such as the various par-
ties and the baseball game were awesome, as they gave me 
a chance to put faces to the voices and boat names I'd heard 
on the radio. I met some amazing people who are now good 
friends.
  Life is all about timing, and hopefully one day I'll be able 
to do the Ha-Ha on my boat. But I didn't want to wait until 
then to express my sincerest thanks.

Gary Souza
Caravella, Southerly 23

Puget Sound

 Gary — Thank you, but please, you've gone way overboard 
with the praise.
 Studies show that people get the most happiness for their 
money when they spend it not on cars, jewelry, furniture, or 
any of that junk, but on adventures. And that they get the big-
gest bang for their buck when they share these adventures 
with others. We think that largely explains the success of the 
Ha-Ha — not that we'd planned it that way.
 Organizing and running the Ha-Ha is an exhausting en-
deavor that takes more time, energy, and worry than people 
imagine. That said, it's also the most rewarding thing we do 
all year, and it's an honor to be the Grand Poobah.

⇑⇓"WOULD YOU STILL CHOOSE THE RIB?"
 A hearty 'thank you' to the Wanderer, 'Banjo Andy' Turpin 
and Doña de Mallorca for shepherding last November's Ha-Ha 
fl eet. It was my fi rst, and I did it as crew on Tamara Lee Ann
for Doug and Tamara Thorne.
 I followed Tamara Lee Ann's progress home via their SPOT 
messaging system. Doug made it back to the St. Francis YC 
two weeks out of Cabo San Lucas. He apparently missed the 
Thanksgiving window by a couple of days, so it was a Bash 
all the way!
 After the Ha-Ha, I asked you about what type of masthead 
light you had on Profl igate, as it's one of the brightest I've ever 
seen. You told me that it was a Luna Sea, and I thank you for 
that. But I have another question.
 Years ago, after my Morgan 45 Painkiller sank while sailing Painkiller sank while sailing Painkiller
across the Caribbean, you and I corresponded about safety-
at-sea issues such as whether it would be better to get into 
a RIB or a liferaft if you had to abandon your boat. At the 
time, you had come to the same conclusion as I, that a RIB 
was a perfectly fi ne solution for coastal cruising such as the 
Ha-Ha. Do you still feel the same way, or have you upgraded 
the offshore stuff on Profl igate? Just curious.Profl igate? Just curious.Profl igate

Ron Landmann
Minden, Nevada

 Ron — We're delighted that you enjoyed your fi rst Ha-Ha, 
and hope that you can make it for next year's 20th anniversary 
edition.
 We've always carried both a liferaft and an infl atable on 
Profl igate, but given our druthers, we'd almost always want 
to get into the hard-bottom infl atable. But this is a personal 
choice, and is not something that we are recommending to 
anyone else.
 Part of our reasoning is philosophical. We hate the thought 
of having to sit in a liferaft, unable to do anything to try to 
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help ourselves. If we can get into our 12-ft hard-bottom infl at-
able with 12 gallons of fuel and a couple of gallons of water, 
we feel it would give us hope and options. For instance, with 
propulsion, we think we could better withstand rough seas in 
a hard-bottom infl atable than in a liferaft. At least until the 
fuel ran out. And if we were to see a ship or another vessel on 
the horizon, we'd be helpless in a liferaft, while with a 15-hp 
powered hard-bottom, we might be able to get much closer so 
we could be seen, if not drive right up to the vessel. 
 The downside of hard-bottoms for liferaft purposes is we're 
not sure a 12-footer could safely carry more than four people in 
rough weather, and they offer no protection from the elements. 
But no matter if we're sailing from San Diego to Puerto Vallarta, 
or Puerto Vallarta to the Marquesas, we'd rather get into the 
hard-bottom than a liferaft.
 Our Leopard 45 catamaran 'ti Profl igate, which charters 
in the British Virgins, does not carry a liferaft because all 
the destinations are so close and there are hundreds of other 
boats around, often within yelling distance. But when we take 
'ti across the Anegada Passage, which is an often nasty 120-
mile long patch of water, our 12-ft infl atable is our only option. 
We're cool with that, in part because it's a pretty busy stretch 
of water.
 But as nobody knows better than you, if your boat sinks 
from beneath you, the key to survival is to get picked up, and 
get picked up quickly. Thanks to EPIRBs and the AMVER 
system, which as we recall are what got you rescued, and 
devices such as the Iridium satphone and the SPOT Messenger, 
mariners have more than one option these days. When it comes 
to Profl igate, we have all three of these rescue devices, to say 
nothing our of SSB and VHF radios.

⇑⇓AFTER 2O YEARS, 2,500 PEOPLE
 I'm just wondering when we can register for the '13 Ha-Ha. 
I haven't seen anything on the website yet. Is there a limit 
to the number of entries? Is it true that singlehanders aren't 
allowed?

Jamie MacDonald
Ellare, Ted Brewer 37

Vancouver B.C.

 Jamie — At the conclusion of each Ha-Ha, the staff goes 
into hibernation until May 1 of the following year, at which 
point the details of that year's event are announced. The next 
Ha-Ha is expected to start on October 28, although because of 
changes in Mexican immigration law, it may have to start one 
day earlier. We'll let you know as soon as we know.
 This year's Ha-Ha will be the 20th — or platinum — anniver-
sary. After roughly 2,500 mostly West Coast boats and mostly 
West Coast sailors, it's hard to believe there is anyone who 
hasn't done the Ha-Ha. Nonetheless, we're expecting a big fl eet 
this year, and hope that you'll be part of it. When the economy 
was roaring, we had as many as 200 paid entries a year. We 
don't expect to match that anytime soon, so we wouldn't be 
concerned about any limit to the number of entries.
 Singlehanders are not allowed in the Ha-Ha. The problem 
is that all three legs are relatively straight lines, so we feel it 
would be irresponsible to have so many boats on the same 
course without someone on watch every minute. During the 
night of the last leg of last year's Ha-Ha, we counted over 50 
sets of running lights at the same time.

⇑⇓LIQUID DRAMAMINE DOES THE TRICK
 In the November issue Adam Scheuer wrote about hoping 
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to fi nd a cure for his wife's susceptibility to seasickness. As a 
longtime mariner, I suffered from being seasick, too, Regular 
Dramamine would put me to sleep, ginger made me sick, and 
wrist bands didn't work, nor did anything else. At least until 
I discovered Dramamine in the liquid form. Although it did 
not require a prescription, I had to buy it at a pharmacy.
 I know that everybody is different, but for me the secret 
was to put a small amount on my tongue before we left the 
marina or on a trip where I might get sick. Every couple of 
hours after that, I'd put a few more drops on my tongue. The 
liquid form allowed me to control the amount I needed to keep 
from getting sick.
 Eventually, I no longer got seasick at all. I still have a full 
outdated bottle of the liquid Dramamine in my medicine chest 
in case a guest may need it.
 I would suggest that Adam's wife talk to the person be-
hind the counter at her pharmacy and try a bottle of liquid 
Dramamine. She may have to experiment on the amount she 
needs, but she might fi nd that she only needs a very little at 
a time.

Marlo Ann Smith
Marlo Ann, Nordic Tug 37
Port Orchard, Washington

Readers — Thanks for the tip, Marlo Ann. But we want to 
remind everyone that the '60s are long past, so please don't take 
in excess of recommended doses, and don't share medicines.

⇑⇓VITAMIN C FOR COLDS AND MAL DE MER
 A few years ago, you printed a letter from a medical doc-
tor who recommend Vitamin C for mal de mer. He suggested 
taking 2000 mg before leaving, 2000 mg on departure, and 
so on. It works very well for me and my friends.

Jean-Marc Rolland
Newport, Oregon

 Jean-Marc — We were born skeptical, so we can't help won-
dering if it's the placebo effect rather than the Vitamin C that 
is preventing you and your friends from getting seasick. In the 
interest of science, you might want to substitute some sugar 
pills for your friends' Vitamin C before you go sailing in rough 
weather the next time. If they don't get seasick, we suppose 
you can infer that it's not really the Vitamin C that's helping.  
If they do get seasick, let's not tell them the experiment was 
our idea, okay?

⇑⇓HIT BY LIGHTNING MORE THAN YOU KNOW
 In the December Cruise Notes, it was reported that Greg 
and Debbie Dorland's Tahoe-based Catana 52 Escapade had Escapade had Escapade
been hit by lightning twice in three years. She's actually been 
hit more than that.
 I met and then sailed with the French crew who delivered 
Escapade to her original owner in Monterey. According to the Escapade to her original owner in Monterey. According to the Escapade
delivery captain, Escapade — that wasn't her original name — Escapade — that wasn't her original name — Escapade
had been hit by lightning and suffered electrical damage when 
they were northbound off Costa Rica. To my knowledge, this 
would give Escapade the distinction of being hit by lightning Escapade the distinction of being hit by lightning Escapade
three times. Given her history, hopefully the third time was 
the charm needed not to be hit again.

Shaun Patrick
Planet Earth

 Shaun — We recently received the following report from Greg 
and Debbie:
 "We are now on Escapade in Fort Lauderdale, cleaning her 
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up after the latest refi t. But we're still fi ghting with the insurance 
company over some issues, so we'll probably be doing some 
cruising in the Bahamas rather than the Eastern Caribbean 
this winter. While lightning strikes of sailboats are a rarity in 
California, they almost seem like the norm back here. We've 
heard of a number of boats that have also been hit three times. 
One boat that got hit in Marsh Harbor the day we did got hit 
again while on the way to Lauderdale for repairs. The Lau-
derdale outfi t Just Catamarans has had six lightning-struck 
boats to repair this season, ours included. We like all our new 
electronic equipment, but we don't need to get it replaced every 
year. We really miss our early days with Escapade in Mexico, 
and will really miss the relaxing times we had with her in St. 
Barth last winter."
 A number of boats were damaged by lightning in Banderas 
Bay this summer — including boats more than 100 feet away 
from the boat that got hit by the actual bolt. Even for those with 
insurance, it's a real pain to replace all the electronics.

⇑⇓AM I BEING PASSIVE-AGGRESSIVE OR WHAT?
 I loved the November 30 'Lectronic photo of the catamarans 'Lectronic photo of the catamarans 'Lectronic
anchored at Ensenada Grande, just north of La Paz. That pre-
cise spot — with the white cross just above the upper frame 
of the photo — was always my favorite. And I do appreciate 
Latitude.
 I last wrote to you to point out that asking cruisers to report 
how inexpensively they can cruise Mexico wasn't necessar-
ily a good thing for international relations. Having spent the 
best part of the '90s in La Paz watching cruisers bring their 
own beer to beachfront bars or pools so they could enjoy free 
chips and salsa, it began to annoy me. Your stories, while 
great, send a not-so-subtle message that bad behavior is all 
right in Mexico.
 My case in point with the most recent 'Lectronic was your 'Lectronic was your 'Lectronic
report about the Wanderer being stopped for speeding, not 
wearing a seatbelt, and not having current registration for his 
car — and that 'taking care of it' cost you less than a parking 
ticket would in San Francisco. I'd say you were lucky they 
didn't impound the car. You sure you didn't commit the other 
sin of slipping the cop a $20?
 After a story in the San Francisco Chronicle today about Chronicle today about Chronicle
the planned increases in U.S. health insurance policies, your 
additional crack about a border fence was especially poignant. 
You might be right that the fence will soon be to be needed to 
keep gringos out of Mexico rather than Mexicans in Mexico — gringos out of Mexico rather than Mexicans in Mexico — gringos
especially if the analysts at Goldman Sachs are correct and 
Mexico becomes the world's fi fth biggest economy by 2020.
 And be sure to mention to Doña de Mallorca that I hope 
she is paying the IVA for the rents on condos.

Dane Faber
WAFI, Vagabond 38WAFI, Vagabond 38WAFI

Sausalito

 Dane — The '90s were so long ago, and cruising and cruisers 
were very different back then. For instance, Mary Shroyer told 
us that when Marina de La Paz was new, she and Mac used 
to open the doors of the restrooms in the morning and there 
would always be drunk guys covered in their barf passed out 
on the toilets. Mary told us that hasn't happened in years.
 We're not sure what kind of lowlife cruisers you hung around 
with in La Paz in the '90s, but no matter how frugal our cruis-
ing friends are, they don't bring beers into establishments to 
snack on free goodies. Nor would we have let them. Further-
more, we think it's exceedingly insulting for you equate thrift 
with theft. Indeed, it's often been our experience that the less 
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affl uent cruisers integrate more fully with the locals than do 
very wealthy cruisers.
 By the way, you may want to skip this month's Cruise Notes,
for there is a short item on a Northern California sailor who has 
been happily cruising in Mexico for years on — gasp! — $300 
a month.

We reject your thesis that our editorial comments have sent 
"not-so-subtle messages" about "bad behavior" to fellow cruis-
ers. There's no more link between articles about thrifty cruising 
and stealing snacks in Mexico than there is between drinking 
milk and doing meth. And if you're going to whinge about the 
few ultra-budget cruisers who might have been attracted to 
Mexico by our articles, haven't they overwhelmingly been offset 
by the more than 2,500 Ha-Ha boats we've brought south? 
As well as the tens of thousands of free-spending friends the 
owners of these boats have had come down to visit them? Or 
the many charity events that we've put on? If you're going to 
be the critic, perhaps you should outline what you've done for 
Mexico.
 As for our breaking the law in a friend's car, it's true. It's also 
true that we came to a friendly stalemate with the police offi cer 
along the side of the highway. We wanted to give the offi cer 
our license, at which point we would have taken the ticket, 
and cleared up the matter at the police station the following 
day. Which, we might add, is what we always recommend that 
cruiser-drivers do. Alas, we'd misplaced our driver's license. 
After about fi ve minutes of mulling over the problem, the offi cer, 
who clearly hadn't stopped us looking for mordida, suggested 
that perhaps it would be best if we just pay the fi ne right there. 
So we did.
 We've been cruising in Mexico since '77, and this was only 
the second time we've paid what might even remotely be 
construed as mordida, and it was only because of the circum-
stances. Had we not, we and the offi cer might have died of old 
age along the side of the road. That said, we're glad that the 
practice of mordida has been on the decline in Mexico with the mordida has been on the decline in Mexico with the mordida
increasing professionalism of government workers. Nonethe-
less, if you think that the cultural custom of greasing the skids 
has disappeared entirely, you either no longer live in Mexico or 

you're out of touch.
 By the way, it was 
very thoughtful of 
you to remind Doña 
de Mallorca of her 
business obligations. 
She has no idea what 
she'd do without your 
help.
 The one thing we 
can agree on is that 
the cove where the 
three cats were an-
chored is stunning-
ly beautiful. We're 

pleased to report that it hasn't changed since we fi rst visited 
it by boat 36 years ago.

⇑⇓ADIOS TO FM3SADIOS TO FM3SADIOS
 For the past fi ve years, I've been spending a good part of 
every year living on my Passport 40, Freyja, up and down the 
west coast of Mexico. I got an FM3 shortly after arriving in 
Mexico. When I went to renew it in Nuevo Vallarta this year, 
my agent told me that the rules had changed, that there were 
no more FM3s, and that the cost to get the new equivalent 
document had increased to about 5,000 pesos — about $400 
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— plus her $75 fee. Apparently the new visas can be for any-
where from one to four years, but you have to buy the extra 
years, and they're not cheap.
 She also told me that once you enter Mexico on your old 
FM3, you can’t just convert to a normal tourist visa, but that 
you have to leave the country and then re-enter on a tour-
ist visa — and at the same time surrender your FM3. I can’t 
vouch for the 100% accuracy of this information, but it is 
an accurate repetition of what was told to me by the Nuevo 
Vallarta immigration agent.
 The new law was passed in '11 but had an effective date of 
November 9 of last year. The main thing to take away from this 
letter is that there have been some very substantial changes 
in the immigration laws, and that each individual needs to 
check for themselves to see how they will be affected.

Ian Macrae
Freyja, Passport 40

Mexico

Ian — You're correct that there are big changes underway 
with Mexican visas, and there is tremendous confusion on the 
part of offi cials, agents, and those looking to get or renew visas. 
You're also correct that there won't be any more FM3s. As of 
early December, our FM3 was in the process of being replaced 
with some kind of multi-year visa, the details of which remain 
a mystery. Since we had to return home, we had to pay about 
$40 to get a permit leave Mexico.
 When in Mexico, it's good to be patient. So we'll just have to 
see what happens. 

⇑⇓THE BAD BOY OF TURTLE BAY
 When it came to pass that we'd have to leave our Hans 
Christian 38 Tillie in Turtle Bay during our post-Ha-Ha trip Tillie in Turtle Bay during our post-Ha-Ha trip Tillie
back up the coast of Baja, I was offered help by a local panga
operator named Ernesto. He wanted money, of course, so I 
gave him $25 to sleep on a fi lthy couch in his home overlooking 
the beach. I sort of needed to do that because the taxi to the 
bus terminal on the main Baja highway left at 3:10 a.m.
  After the three-hour drive to the bus terminal, I discovered 
that while I'd been dozing at Ernesto's, somebody had rifl ed 
my pack and taken some cash and my passport. Fortunately, 
I had earlier taken the precaution of hiding my green card 
and some cash on my person.
 But this incident leaves a bad taste in my mouth about 
Turtle Bay. This is particularly true since I'd given other family 
members some clothes, which they said they needed.
 Would I return to Turtle Bay? I doubt it. I was planning 
to send them some stuff from the U.S. to help them out, but 
not now, as it seems their thievery knows no bounds.

Barry Foster
Tillie, Hans Christian 38

Portland, Oregon

 Barry — We're sorry to hear about your misfortune, but how 
did you get hooked up with Ernesto, who has been the well-
known bad boy of Turtle Bay for eons?
 That said, we don't like to hear you make wild generaliza-
tions — "their thievery knows no bounds" — about the people 
of Turtle Bay. When the Ha-Ha fi rst started stopping there 
in '94, we weren't sure what kind of reception we would get. 
They have always been wonderful. Now, 19 years and nearly 
10,000 Ha-Ha participants later, yours is the fi rst complaint of 
theft that we've ever received.
 We take that back. About 10 years ago one Ha-Ha 
crewmember got on the VHF radio and ripped the people of 
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Turtle Bay because someone had come on his boat and taken 
his wallet and money. A day later the 'victim' — and this is to 
his credit — got back on the radio and sheepishly admitted 
that his wallet and money hadn't been stolen after all. He'd 
just forgotten that he'd hidden them in his shoe.
 We're sorry that you had a bad experience in Turtle Bay. 
Had you told us about it early enough, we think we might have 
been able to talk to the right people to get your passport and 
money back.
  We will return to Turtle Bay. We love those folks.

⇑⇓THIS LETTER BROUGHT TO YOU BY RED BULL
 I just read that there were 13,000 emergency room visits 
last year associated with energy drinks. But they're legal.
 I used to think that Red Bull was an alcohol drink, not 
suitable for kids. It turns out that it's just caffeine and B 
vitamins. So I'm thinking maybe it's not an appropriate spon-
sor for junior sailing. They certainly have the money to throw 
around.

Tom Woodruff
Palawan III, S&S/DerecktorPalawan III, S&S/DerecktorPalawan III

Falmouth, Maine

 Tom — We fail to see the problem. Nutritionists say Red Bull 
has no more caffeine than a single cup of coffee and less sugar 

than a bottle of fruit 
juice. Which is prob-
ably why it's been ap-
proved for sale in 164 
countries around the 
world, including all 
27 of the sometimes-
finicky countries in 
the European Union. 
Red Bull sold 4.6 bil-
lion cans of the stuff 
in '11, making it the 
most popular energy 
drink in the world. 

But it still had less than 40% of the market, and it has a Mon-
ster hot on its trail.
 But more to the point, if Red Bulls were responsible for 40% 
of the energy drink hospital visits, that would come to one out 
of every 250,000 of their consumers. And since more than half 
of the energy drink hospital visits are associated with alcohol 
and/or drug abuse, that fi gure would drop to less than one in 
half a million. And what percentage of those do you think were 
idiots who drank fi ve of them at once?
 We've never consumed a Red Bull or any other energy drink, 
so we don't have a dog in this fi ght. But speaking of cats and 
dogs, do you know that 20% of the population is allergic to 
them? That would seem to make those domestic pets a much 
greater health concern than Red Bulls.

⇑⇓DON'T GET US STARTED . . .
 We fi nally got Internet here in Bundaberg, Australia, and 
I decided to check out the latest 'Lectronic. I want to com-
ment on the experience that Scott and Donna Hansen of the 
Hawaii-based Tripp 47 Celestial had at Fanning Atoll in the Celestial had at Fanning Atoll in the Celestial
Republic of Kiribati.
 We on Idefi x made an unplanned stop at Fanning on the Idefi x made an unplanned stop at Fanning on the Idefi x
way from Honolulu to Niue, and we had a great experience 
there. But I'm surprised that a couple of circumnavigators 
would dare leave port without a departure clearance (zarpe). zarpe). zarpe
Things must've been very different when they circumnavigated 
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Red Bull doesn't seem any more detrimental 
to a person's health than, say, Dr. Pepper.
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FOr three GenerAenerAener tiAtiA Ons

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store 

Go to whalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

ORION Alert/Locate 
Deluxe Kit
Comes complete 
with flare gun, 
flares, whistle, 
flag, info CD... 
all in a waterproof 
case.

List $149.99
Now $11999

Safe for marine use.
Now $5999

AIR DRyR 1000 PORTABLE HEATER
Indoor safe 
propane 
heater.

Mr HeaterMr Heater
4,000-9,000 BTU: NOw $9999

MAGMA BBQBBQ
Perfect BBQ for a 
Sunday night 
dinner on your 
boat. Stainless steel.boat. Stainless steel.
Mounts easily with 
optional mount to your optional mount to your 
boats rails.
Charcoal: Whale Pt. $12999

Propane: Whale Pt. $17999

Rail Mount:  Whale Pt. $4299

TROJAN & 
CENTENNIAL
Batteries
MaRIne 
DeeP-CyCLe 
BaTTaTTa eRIeS

24TM • 85amp............NOw $9999*
27TM • 105amp.......NOw $10999*
6 Volt .......................NOw $14999*
8D • 12 Volt .............NOw $18999*
*Price with trade-in of old battery of equal size.

JABSCO TOILET
Manual 
29090-2000
NOw
$16999

electrical
37010-0090
NOw
$49900*
*Special order 
1-2 days

PVC COwL VENTS
Fits standard snap in deck plates.

Standard Low Profile
3” $3999 3” $3900

4” $4999 4” $4999

FORCE 10
3 Burner
Propane
Stove
Propane
Stove
Propane

Model 63351
3-burner
NOw $123900

Model 63251: 2-burners 
NOw $119900

Handles up to 1000 cu. ft. Handles up to 1000 cu. ft. 
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ONE YEAR SAIL CARE&REPAIRwith purchase of a new North sail*

Boa

northsailsdirect.com or call 888-424-7328
Boat size restrictions may apply.

888-424-7328

It’s easy! With your 
new sail order from 
North Sails Direct 

you measure,  
you Save,

you get the best.
Contact us today!

Direct 
benefits

*Restrictions  
may apply. ask 
your North 
Sails Direct 
representative 
for details.

The Iverson’s Dodger is now 
available in the Bay Area!
Dodgers • Bimini Tops • Enclosures

206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com

Check out our “Must-See” website!!

iversonsdesign.comwww.iversonsdesign.com



LETTERS

Page 50  •  Latitude 38  •  January, 2013

in '89. I was warned that we'd be asked for the previous port's 
clearance in every port, and sure enough, we were. We've 
always had it ready, and all our customs encounters have 
been as smooth as silk.
 I fi nd it unfair for Donna to single out Kiribati for threaten-
ing them with a fi ne for showing up zarpe-less, when I would 
expect the same reaction from any of the Pacifi c countries. 
But perhaps they know something I don't?
 Thanks to a bit of research, the clearance and anchoring 
fees were no surprise to us, and we found them pretty rea-

sonable com-
pared to those 
of some other 
places. Aus-
tralia's $330 
q u a r a n t i n e 
inspection fee 
is particularly 
egregious.
 Kiribati is an 
extremely poor 
country faced 
with an incred-
ibly challenging 
geographical 
situation, and 
I feel that sail-

ors hailing from the wealthiest country in the world should 
approach such places with a lot of generosity.
 Our experience at Fanning was wonderful and, like the 
Hansens, we wish we'd been able to spend more time there, 
meet more of the people, and learn more about their pre-
carious existence on this beautiful atoll. Unfortunately, our 
limited water, food, and fuel supplies meant it was time to 
move on. I really wish that we'd been able to come with goods 
to trade with the locals, but that's pretty much impossible on 
an Olson 30!
 It's true that the United States — thankfully — doesn't 
require a departure clearance, and therefore doesn't publish 
any offi cial procedures for obtaining it. It took us a bit of 
research and a couple of conversations with other cruisers 
to fi gure out that we had to print out form CBP 1300, fi ll it 
out, take it to the customs offi ce, and get them to stamp the 
form. The only hiccups were locating the customs offi ce and 
having to pay for a new customs decal because I didn't have 
my existing decal number with me. We showed up fi ve minutes 
after the offi cial closing time, but the customs offi cers were 
kind enough to give us our clearance.
 Fanning is a fascinating and beautiful place, and only a 
couple days' sail from Hawaii. Sailors who want to go off the 
beaten path should give it a try — but do your research and 
come prepared!

Adrian Johnson
Idefi x, Olson 30

Seattle, Washington

 Adrian — In the November 21 'Lectronic, the Hansens 
reported that they arrived at Fanning Atoll — where they'd 
previously had a great experience — after 4 p.m. on a Monday. 
Since the Fanning offi cials are so overworked, what with hav-
ing to check in a boat every couple of months, no wonder they 
felt the need to charge for overtime. But welcome to our island! 
The $20 for anchoring was more than reasonable, of course, 
as it was for several months. But what was with the threat of 
a $500 fi ne — about one-third of what the average citizen of 
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After sailing in his second Singlehanded TransPac 
aboard his Olson 30 'Idefi x', Adrian Johnson's girl-
friend Shirley Leu joined him on a cruise to the South 
Pacifi c, including a stop at Fanning.

Find Lewmar products at:

Svendsen’s Marine
Alameda, CA
510-522-2886

Sailing Supply
San Diego, CA
619-225-9411

Rigworks
San Diego, CA
619-223-3788

Port Townsend Rigging  
Pt. Townsend, WA
360-385-6330

Fisheries Supply
Seattle, WA   206-632-4462

KKMI  -  Richmond, CA  
510-237-4141
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Rules & Tactics
Over 40 seminars and webinars on Rules & Tactics and 
Expedition Software will be offered throughout North 

America. Visit us online for a complete schedule.

www.northu.com   1-800-347-2457

The North U. Rules & Tactics Workbook is included with the seminar. 

Perth Amboy, NJ ................Jan 26
Marina Del Rey, CA ........... Feb 2
Richmond, VA ...................... Feb 2
Canyon Lake, TX ................. Feb 2
Duluth, MN............................ Feb 9
Milford, CT ............................ Feb 9
Wayzata, MN  ....................... Feb 9
Hilton Head Is., SC .............. Feb 9
Wayzata, MN (Cruising) ....... Feb 10
Vancouver, BC .................... Feb 16
Chestermere, AB .............. Feb 23 
Portland, OR ....................... Feb 23
San Francisco, CA ............. Feb 23
Seabrook, TX ...................... Feb 23
Shreveport, LA .................. Feb 23
Seattle, WA ......................... Feb 24
Dallas, TX ............................. Feb 24
Oxnard, CA .......................... Feb 24
Marblehead, MA .................Mar 2
Portsmouth, RI ....................Mar 2
Detroit, MI ............................Mar 3
Annapolis, MD .....................Mar 3 
Macatawa, MI (Evening) .......Mar 7

Kenosha, WI (Evening) ...........Mar 8
Chicago, IL ............................Mar 9
Lexington, KY ......................Mar 9
Stamford, CT ........................Mar 9
Nanaimo, BC .........................Mar 9
Milwaukee, WI ...................Mar 10
City Island, NY .................. Mar 23
Boston, MA ........................ Mar 23
Long Island, NY .................Mar 24
Erie, PA ................................... Apr 6
Ottawa, ON ........................... Apr 6
Half Moon Bay, CA ............. Apr 6
Jersey Shore, NJ .................. Apr 7
Raritan Bay, NJ .................. Apr 13
Toronto, ON ........................ Apr 13
Montreal, QC ...................... Apr 20
Coos Bay, OR ...................... Apr 27
Marion, MA ......................... Apr 27
Saint John, NB ................... Apr 27
Rochester, NY .................... Apr 28

With more seminars  
to come!

2013 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 (510) 234-9566

Sales and Service on all Brands

CALIFORNIA'S
LARGEST

HEATING STORE

License #OE32738

MARINE INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”
7 Marina Plaza • Antioch, CA 94509

At � e Antioch Marina

TWIN RIVE R S

• West Coast • East Coast• West Coast • East Coast
• Atlantic • Pacifi c• Atlantic • Pacifi c
• Mexico • Caribbean• Mexico • Caribbean
• Hawaii • Alaska• Hawaii • Alaska

Shop Your Renewal & $ave • Flexible Survey Requirements

Years of unbeatable experience to match your needs to the right product.

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

Broad Navigational Areas  •  Liveaboards

Agreed Value Policies  •  Fuel Spill Liability

Get an online quote: www.BoatInsuranceOnly.com
(800) 259-5701

ace seguros

Representing…

Private Pleasure / Commercial Risks 
Classic Yacht Programs
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Kiribati makes in a year — for the Hansens' not having a zarpe
from the United States? After all, the Hansens hadn't needed 
a zarpe when they previously visited.
 But then it got worse. Three days after arriving, the Hansens 
were told that the Kiribati big shots on Christmas Island had 
instructed offi cials on Fanning that the Hansens needed pay 
$900 — or leave immediately! Plus pay between $150 and $250 
to check in. Plus pay $50 for a rat inspection — even though the 
Hansens had just paid $260 to get a rat inspection at Palmyra, 
and even though Fanning is well known to have rats.
 As much as we admire and respect anyone who cruises an 
Olson 30 all the way across the Pacifi c, we have to disagree 
with your characterization of the Kiribati fees, fi nes and threats. 
To our thinking they were outrageous and punitive, and the 
offi cials threatening to make the Hansens pay or leave the 
remote island immediately smacks of the lowest sort of human 
behavior. If the offi cials had asked for a $1,000 donation to 
help the island, that would have been one thing. But to lower 
themselves to extortion was despicable.
 The Hansens are better people than we, as evidenced by 
the fact that they didn't express any bitterness about the situ-
ation. "We admit we didn't do our homework, instead going 
on our past knowledge of checking into Fanning," they wrote. 
"Since our return, we've scoured the Internet, and can't fi nd 
any mention of Kiribati's requiring a U.S. zarpe.
 "The country is in trouble," the Hansens continued, "so, if 
you do visit, anything you can bring for trading or gifting — 
from fl our and rice to T-shirts and goggles — is appreciated. 
But if you bring nothing else, don't leave home without your 
clearance papers!"
 Talk about turning the other cheek.
 While we're on a bit of a cranky bender, we might as well 
mention that we've never been particularly enthralled with 
Palmyra or the Fish & Wildlife folks either. According to the 
Hansens, they emailed Fish & Wildlife to arrange for a permit 
to visit Palmyra, which is owned by the Nature Conservancy, 
and to get a $350 rat inspection. As strong as the Rat Inspec-
tors Union is on Palmyra, the Hansens somehow managed to 
get the inspection fee lowered to the bargain basement price 
of just $260. Right.
 As far as were concerned, Fish & Wildlife has a history of 
being a bullying and arrogant government agency, eager to 
use any excuse to pull in the welcome mat to those sailing the 
wide expanses of the Pacifi c in small boats. As for Palmyra's 
now being owned by the Nature Conservancy, that's another 
source of mixed feelings. We're not saying that the ultra-glossy 
Nature Conservancy hasn't done a lot of fi ne things, but in 
many ways it's also a one-percenter's club.   
 When you talk about the Nature Conservancy, you're  talking 
about an environmental organization whose President and CEO 
is Mark Tercek, a former managing director at . . . Goldman 
Sachs? We're also talking about an environmental organization 
that has ties with roughly 1,900 corporate sponsors — including 
numerous executives and directors of oil companies, chemical 
producers, auto manufacturers, mining concerns, logging op-
erations, and electric utilities. We're sure there aren't ever any 
confl icts of interest between industrialist sponsors and such 
an environmental group — although when legislation came up 
to allow drilling in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, the 
Nature Conservancy was oddly silent among environmental 
groups. It was later found that members of the Conservancy's 
leadership council — which included people from BP, Exxon-
Mobil, and Phillips Alaska — supported the legislation. We're 
sure the oil executives simply misunderstood the intent of the 
legislation. Tercek has also refused to cut the Conservancy's 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY’S NEWEST MARINA

Located in the heart of Silicon Valley, Westpoint Harbor 
is close to both San Francisco and San Jose airports, and minutes 
from historic downtown Redwood City. With 50 acres, Westpoint 

Harbor is one of the largest recreational marinas in Northern 
California and enjoys an ideal Mediterranean climate.

1529 Seaport Blvd.     Redwood City, 94063
(650) 701-0545

www.westpointharbor.com

* Ultra-wide slips
* Innovative concrete docks      
    with round fingers
* Beautiful restrooms, 
    showers and laundry    showers and laundry

* Pump-out at every slip
* 30, 50 & 100-amp 
   125/250 volt power
* DSL phone line
* Complimentary Wifi and ice* Complimentary Wifi and ice

UNSURPASSED FACILITIES

* Celebrating our 22nd year     * Three Bay Area Locations
* Six professional brokers representing  buyers and sellers nationwide

* Record sales in 2012 with 46 vessel transactions

Y A C H T  S A L E S
OCEANIC

www.oceanicyachts.com

1529 SEAPORT BLVD REDWOOD CITY    415 331 0533

48’ Hans Christian............... 1990..... 310,000
47’ S&S Aluminum Sloop....1967..... 198,000
44’ Alden Aft Cockpit...........1967..... 239,000
38’ Hunter Sloop..................2005..... 137,000
38’ Nauticat Ketch................1983..... 119,999
37’ Gulfstar Sloop..................1979....... 44,000
36’ Sabre 362........................1998..... 112,000
31’ Prout Quest......................1983....... 44,900
25’ Schock Harbor................2008....... 67,000

49’  JEANNEAU SLOOP
2004      $199,000

66’  STEEL SCHOONER
 1994     $324,900

OCEANIC NOW OPEN AT WESTPOINT!

308 HARBOR DRIVE, SAUSALITO   415  331 0533
500 BRANNAN ISLAND RD, ISLETON  916 777 6704
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Doyle So. California
Bob Kettenhofen
949-645-5388

Doyle San Francisco
Bill Colombo

510-523-9411

www.doylesails.com

Call Toll Free (866) 463-0167
Fax (866) 795-3707Fax (866) 795-3707Fax

sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance Programs Provide:
Crew of two anywhere • Worldwide Navigation

Charter Boats • Multihulls • Liveaboards • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance covers more 
active cruising boats than any other marine 

agency in the Western Hemisphere.

BLUE WATER 
YACHT INSURANCE
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ties with BP, which some readers may remember had a little 
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico a while back. But hey, we've all 
spilled a little oil from time to time, haven't we?

⇑⇓UNDERSTANDING OCEAN MECHANICS
 There is a reason to continue the discussion regarding 
the Low Speed Chase tragedy at the Farallon Islands, as all Low Speed Chase tragedy at the Farallon Islands, as all Low Speed Chase
too many cruisers, guests and racing crewmembers do not
understand ocean mechanics. As such, they don't know how 
to interpret safety-at-sea parameters. There is a lot such folks 
can do to be better informed:
 1) Go to NOAA's National Weather Service Eureka, CA 
website and become familiar with their evolving Mariner's 
Guide to the Sea, no matter where you go boating. The FAQ is 
at www.wrh.noaa.gov/eka/waves/mg_faq.php. Then become 
familiar with the interactive Mariner's Wave Chart at www.
wrh.noaa.gov/eka/waves/mg_tool.php. 
 2) Download, print, study and memorize Appendix D of the 
Farallones Incident report at media.ussailing.org/AssetFac-
tory.aspx?vid=18674. This fi ve-page section (pp. 35-39) will 
teach boaters how to understand and perhaps avoid danger-
ous coastal conditions.
 3) Get a sense of conditions by watching surfi ng condition 
reports that surfers around the world use. Although these do 
not cover all areas that boaters traverse, they are worthy of 
attention. E.g., see www.MagicSeaweed.com.
 4) In speaking with Chuck Hawley, one of the leading ex-
perts on safety at sea, David Sorka, Marine Program Manager, 
NWS, and Giuseppe Carnivale, founder and CEO of Navionics, 
much is being done to "effectively outline areas of breaking/
hazardous waves in heavily used marine areas." Much of 
this is being done via the NOAA's coastal survey ships, and 
will be especially useful in confi gurable eCharts on onboard 
computers, smartphones, and iPads.
 It is especially important that those who plan and par-
ticipate in races and coastal cruising responsibly implement 
and pay attention to this evolving technology. Understanding 
coastal conditions, weather reports, and their captain's na-
ture should empower all boaters to make informed decisions 
as to whether they think it is advisable to cruise or race on 
a particular day, or in a particular event with a particular 
helmsman.

Chuck Cohen
Marina Del Rey

 Chuck — We've been sailing and writing about shallow 
water sailing mishaps for so long that it's diffi cult for us to 
estimate how many people are ignorant of the basics of ocean 
mechanics. For 35 years we've been sailing with three rules of 
thumb: 1) Waves break when they reach water that is 1.3 to 
1.5 times their height; 2) Waves come in sets, and the 'waves 
of the day' can be twice as big as the average size waves; and 
3) Wind against the current, particularly in shallow water such 
as just outside the Gate, can turn a mellow day of sailing into 
one where breaking waves quickly become a serious threat.
 As for your recommendations, we love the National Weather 
Service Eureka website, particularly the interactive Mariner's 
Wave Chart. Perhaps it's a selfi sh 'love' on our part, for hope-
fully it will mean that one particular reader will never again 
try to convince us of his belief that, all things being equal, the 
longer the wave period, the more dangerous the conditions. The 
Mariner's Wave Chart shows that just the opposite is true.
 The fi ve-page Appendix D (pp. 35-39) of the Farallones 
Incident report by the US Sailing Independent Review Panel is 
also excellent. It was written by a conscientious panel of greatly 
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  ALL BOATS WELCOME  ALL BOATS WELCOME  ALL BOATS WELCOME

Corinthian Yacht Club
OF SAN FRANCISCO

43 MAIN, TIBURON, CA 94920 • (415) 435-4771
Sign up on our website: www.cyc.org

January 19-20 & February 16-17
One Design Starts for 5 or more entries!

Post-Race Festivities – Dinner & Dancing
Sign up soon and get your boat name on the T-shirt!

CYC 2013
MIDWINTER SERIES
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Midwinters!

Owl Harbor Marina –
Like No Other.

ISLETON, CALIFORNIA
OFF THE SAN JOAQUIN – CHANNEL MARKER 41

Stay for a night, a month,
a season.

916-777-6055
www.owlharbor.com

MULTIHULL SLIPS AVAILABLE $7.00/ft • Deep Draft

Wishing you a very
Happy

and Prosperous
New Year!

Your friends at Owl Harbor

( )
www.betamarinewest.com
www.hirschfeldyacht.com

400 Harbor Drive, Sausalito, CA 94965
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Marine Mechanical Repair
ectrical Repair & Upgrades

Installation Specialists
Full Service Shop

Dealer for Suzuki
Outboards
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experienced offshore sailors, and should be mandatory reading 
for anyone heading offshore.
 While subject to normal weather forecasting errors, the 
offshore ocean forecasts available at any one of dozens of 
Internet sites have been a huge help to offshore sailors. The 
four most important bits of immediate information we get are 
wind speed, wind direction, wave height, and wave period. 
In some ways even more important is the fact that these sites 
can give you a decent overall idea if your area is likely to be 
whacked by serious weather in the upcoming week or so. We 
don't know of anybody who goes offshore without consulting 
a couple of these sites.
 We're less excited about efforts to identify areas of hazard-
ous and breaking waves. If someone understands the basics 
of ocean mechanics, the areas should be self-evident. We worry 
that too much 'help' might make mariners more lazy and stupid. 
Sort of like kids who can use calculators but don't know how 
to do basic multiplication in their head.
 (We don't want to be too snarky, but we wish that Giuseppe 
Carnivale would spend more time making sure that his Navi-
onics charts of Mexico were more accurate. When we sailed 
into Banderas Bay a month ago, we were shocked to see that 
our iPad Navionics charts didn't even show the shapes of Tres 
Mariettas Islands or how many there were, particularly since 
these are sizeable islands in the middle of the entrance to the 
bay. At the very least, we think the charts should have noted 
that they don't show the islands. It sort of reminds us that, way 
back in the day, Charlie's Charts omitted Sacramento Reef on 
the approach to Zihua. Oops!)
 Having said all this, we continue to believe that none of this 
information or knowledge would have come as news to any 
of the more experienced crewmembers on Low Speed Chase. 
They knew all this stuff but they didn't think they were in dan-
ger. They were tragically mistaken. It's a lot like driving. Most 
people feel safe driving 20 mph over the posted speed limits, 
and most of the time they are right. But it only takes a slight 
miscalculation to result in tragedy.

⇑⇓"I FEEL SAFE IN MEXICO"
 In the December 12 'Lectronic, the Wanderer made the 
following comment about safety in Mexico:
 "People back in the States still ask us if we feel safe in 
Mexico. After rolling our eyes a few times, we tell them, yes, 
we do feel safe. Indeed, we feel a lot safer in Mexico than we 
do in many places in California. As we spend three months 
a year in Mexico, and three months a year in the Caribbean, 
we can also report that we feel safer in Mexico than we do in 
the Caribbean. If that changes, we'll let you know."
 I've been in Mexico since the end of the '11 Ha-Ha, and 
continued on up to La Paz, over to Mazatlan, and back to La 
Paz, leaving only for a few weeks to see family back in the 
States. I plan to stay in Mexico until this summer, when I 
hope to get things together enough to sail to Hawaii and visit 
with friends at Molokai.
 Alas, it won't be easy to leave Mexico because, well, life is 
so easy here. I love being able to wear shorts all the time, the 
exception being when I dress up to show respect to Mexican 
offi cials.
 Safety? I berth at Marina Palmira, where I usually leave 
my boat unlocked, items on deck untended, and my dinghy 
tethered to a pier fi nger. I haven't heard of any theft issues 
anywhere in La Paz, and such reports would be heard on the 
popular morning cruisers' net. If I were anchored out, I would 
lock the boat and dinghy.
 With regard to my personal safety, I haven't had any 
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Ventura Harbor Boatyard
“For All Your Haul Out Needs”

Two Travelifts
Haul Outs to 160 Tons

Full Line of Marine Services

(805) 654-1433  www.vhby.com
1415 Spinnaker Drive Ventura CA 93001
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concerns. I actually feel safer in La Paz than I did in the Bay 
Area. And I'm a San Francisco native, so I'm not naïve about 
risks.
 Yeah, I like it here in La Paz, and I feel safe.

Jack Gill
Azure-Te`, Ron Holland 43

Sausalito

⇑⇓REMEMBERING THE GOOD OL' DAYS
 I was on the docks at St. Francis YC when the publisher 
of Latitude started his magazine. Perhaps near where Conner Latitude started his magazine. Perhaps near where Conner Latitude
was mastheaded for being a bullshitter, or the Twisted Sisters 
were amusing the boys. The years of the St. Francis YC's Big 
Boat Series blur with my aging.
 I sailed on many of the Big Boat Series boats, including 
ones with Ed Lorence, Rex Banks, Arnie Schmeling, Stu 
Linder, Don Vaughn and Andy Macdonald. We won some 
and we lost some. Among the wins were the TransPac, the 
Bermuda Race, and the Miami to Nassau Race.
 Among the big name owners were Huey Long, Jake Woods 
and big Jim Kilroy — whose recent book is partially respon-
sible for my checking-in.
 I've been a lurker on the printed page of Latitude and the Latitude and the Latitude
electronic page of 'Lectronic for many years. I am of the clan 'Lectronic for many years. I am of the clan 'Lectronic
of Kenny, not the Pope. You either know what that means or 
you don't.
 I read Steve Pezman. I worked for Kevin Cody. My fi rst 
surfboard was shaped by Matt Kivlin, either on the beach at 
Malibu or in a garage in Santa Monica, from a design by Joe 
Quigg. It sold for $39,000 at an auction conducted by Randy 
Rarick in Honolulu a few years ago. I was there, and heard the 
stoke for the part of surfi ng history I had saved. I saw Matt 
with a tear in his eye, and Joe with a look of puzzlement at 
why the handsome guy got all the credit. Google can provide 
some of my bona fi des in a few seconds.
 I learned to sail on wooden sailboats, to surf on wooden 
boards, to ski on wooden skis. I know Velzy, Miller, Hobie, 
Noll, Bing, Weber and Mobley in ways you probably don't. 
Before you became the Wanderer, I wrote for Sea, Sail, Yacht-
ing, and American Boating, edited by Leon Mandel. You either 
know those names or you don't. I knew the fi rst Curmudgeon 
when he worked for Bell Telephone, the Anarchist when he 
sold sails for Ed, and Bob Bitchin' when he was a biker,
 What I am now asking you, as the apparent keeper and 
arbiter of the fl ame of men like me, who know things you may 
not, is would it be worth the time and effort to craft a very dif-
fi cult book about men like me, who were schooled by wooden 
boards, boats and skis, and to remember the lessons we drew 
from such experiences? Or are we all FUBARed by the great 
solar wind-shift which appears to be possible or probable in 
the near term?
 I know the publisher of Latitude is a ruthless pragmatist. Latitude is a ruthless pragmatist. Latitude
I have no idea if we would be friends. Were you there when 
Conner was mastheaded for being a FUBAR bullshitter by 
some of my friends and mentors? Does it matter? Does any 
of it matter?
 Back to the praise. You appear to have a functional bullshit 
detector and an interesting sense of logical progression. There 
is some wine involved in the writing of this little paean, and 
some wine involved in the pushing of the send button.
 P.S. Good on you for your life's work.

Mike Macdonald
Friday Harbor, Washington

 Mike — Thanks for the very kind words. We've always 
Distributors for Brownell
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thought of ourselves as being more of a hopeless romantic 
than a ruthless pragmatist, so it's interesting to hear how we're 
perceived by others.
 We came into sailing via surfi ng, and Northern Califor-
nia surfi ng in particular. So while we're familiar with all the 
Southern California names you've dropped from surf movies 
and mags, we bought our fi rst blank from Jack O'Neill at his 
41st Avenue shop in Santa Cruz in '62, and later moved up to 
a George Olson 10-footer. Ironically, the Olson board weighed 
about as much as the sailboats he later designed and built.
 We didn't start sailing until the early '70s — and only be-
cause a doctor told us that a perforated eardrum meant we 
could never surf again — and were still trying to fi gure out the 
difference between a foreguy and topping lift when we started 
Latitude in '77. Being a self-taught novice who didn't have 
two nickels to rub together, and who didn't come up through 
the yacht club ranks, had us feeling very much the outsider. 
As such, we never knew the early luminaries of modern yacht 
racing the way you did. Ironically, we think that being broke, 
not knowing anything, and not coming up through a yacht club 
were instrumental in Latitude's becoming successful.
 Should you write a book about the lessons learned through 
experience by the 'men of wood'? It's hard to say.  The world,  
and the worlds of sailing and surfi ng, have changed beyond 
recognition since both our heydays. The younger generations 
rarely have time — just as we had no time — for the lessons 
of grandpa. For better or worse, they've fi gured out their own 
way.
 However, based on your extensive friendships and experi-
ences, we think you have the raw material for what could po-
tentially be an interesting memoir. But we'd recommend going 
light on the things such as victories and money, and emphasize 
the more human aspects. We, for example, would primarily be 
interested recollections of instances of particular bravery and 
daring, of humor and buffoonery, of tragedy and loss. Above 
all, forget the petty squabbles of years gone by, unless they 
can be told with good humor. After all, we can only assume 
that you're now collecting social security, and people who do 
that should concentrate on savoring the good qualities of people 
they've known, and let their shortcomings fade from mind. 
Speaking of which, despite being a sailor and a journalist, we 
have never heard the term 'mastheaded', nor do we have any 
idea what you mean by it.

⇑⇓THE iNAVX WORKED SO WELL
 We joined the '10 Ha-Ha with Tribute, our Beneteau 473. 
We had a fantastic time and spent six months exploring the 
Sea of Cortez.
 With regard to iNavX navigation software, prior to making 
the trip back north, I purchased an iPad and had a friend 
bring it down to me in La Paz. I downloaded the iNavX app, 
intending to use it as a backup to my built-in GPS naviga-
tion system. The iNavX app worked so well that it became my 
primary source of navigation, and the built-in unit a buddy 
system. So yes, I can highly recommend iNavX.
 By the way, we just sold Tribute, and her new owners are 
taking off for extended cruising in Mexico. The boat knows 
the way, and I'm hoping they have as much fun as we did.
 You guys did an amazing job on the Ha-Ha. Keep up the 
good work!

Bruce Crockard
ex-Tribute, Beneteau 473

Long Beach

 Bruce — Thanks for the kind words. We've heard several 
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other folks who think highly of the iNavX navigation app for 
their iPad.

⇑⇓BUFFOONERY AS A HUMAN RIGHT
 We got the following letter from John and Diana Lorentzen 
of the San Pedro-based Norseman 447 Second Kiss, and 
thought you might think it was funny.
 "We're going in for the big Thanksgiving turkey feed at the 
Isthmus at Catalina this evening, but saw something on tele-
vision news that Richard of Latitude might get a kick out of. Latitude might get a kick out of. Latitude
There was a protest by mostly gay nudists in San Francisco 
who wanted to be able to hang out naked in public places. 

One of the cameras 
caught a naked guy 
reading a Latitude  
38 to cover up his 
privates. Great ad-
vertising."

Gilly Foy
Destiny, Catalina 42

Punta de Mita, 
Mexico

 Gilly — Oh boy. 
We're almost as proud 
as the citizens of San 
Francisco must be.
 For those of you 

who don't live in the Bay Area, it's indeed true that a group of 
mostly out-of-shape middle-aged and older gay white men have 
been demanding the right to not just walk around naked, but to 
leave 'skid marks' on bar stools, restaurant seats, bus benches, 
and so forth. While most San Franciscans are disgusted for 
aesthetic and health reasons, there are some citizens, and even 
members of the Board of Supervisors, who ardently support 
such buffoonery as a 'human right'.
 Progressives can accuse us of being to the right of Marie 
Antoinette, but just as there are age and physical requirements 
necessary for one to become a police offi cer or fi refi ghter in 
San Francisco, we believe people need to meet certain age and 
physical fi tness requirements before they'll allowed to infl ict 
the sight of their junk and bums on the general public.

⇑⇓JAPANESE TRAINS AND AMERICA'S CUP CATS
 I was reading an article in the Smithsonian magazine about Smithsonian magazine about Smithsonian
a problem that the Japanese had with their high speed trains. 
When they entered a tunnel, the trains compressed the air 

in front of them, 
and when they 
emerged from the 
tunnel there was 
a loud bang from 
the compressed 
air expanding. 
The chief engineer 
of the railroad was 
also an ornitholo-
gist and realized 
that some sea 

birds strike the water at very high speeds without adverse 
effects. He chose to study the kingfi sher. I couldn't fi nd out 
the speed at which they enter the water, but the gannet strikes 
the water at 60 mph.
 Anyway, the scientists did some testing and modifi ed the 
front of the train to resemble the beak of a kingfi sher. The 
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George Davis, 'Latitude 38' reader and nudist, 
doesn't leave skid marks because he always 
follows "nudist etiquette" by covering his 
chair before sitting down.

Japanese studied kingfi shers to design more 
aerodynamic trains.
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noise problem went away.
 I wonder if there is something useful to be learned from this 
with respect to the bows of the America's Cup catamarans. 
Even if it did not solve the problem, it might give the crew 
more time to react if the impact were softened.
 I've had my share of pitchpoles in a 14-ft FJ, but I can't 
imagine what it would be like with an AC72.

Tom Olcott
Opportunity, Bayliner 3270

Isleton

 Tom — Maybe there is something to it, but given the fact 
that America's Cup boats don't move anywhere near as fast 
as Japanese trains, let alone sail into constricted tunnels or 
water barriers, we're skeptical.

⇑⇓DINGHY THEFTS ON THE RISE IN OLD MAZATLAN
 The news in 'Lectronic of the multiple dinghy thefts and 'Lectronic of the multiple dinghy thefts and 'Lectronic
attempts of dinghy thefts at the south end of Mazatlan, and 
in cases where cruisers had lifted and locked their dinghies 
and outboards, is indeed depressing. In our humble opinion, 
it calls for more extreme measures.
 We're now in Turkey, but while in the Caribbean we had 
to deal with protecting our dinghy and outboard, especially 
at Porlamar, Venezuela. And we have been upset to learn that 
there are active dinghy thieves in the lagoon in St. Martin, 
some of whom have resorted to violence in the process of 
stealing dinghies from fl oating boats.
 At the risk of being too aggressive, maybe it's time to be 
more proactive in dealing with such bad actors. I know the 
banks in the United States use dye packs in the money they 
give to crooks. It would not cause distress to a cruiser such as 
myself to hear about similar booby traps for would-be dinghy 
thieves. I wonder if a suffi ciently electrifi ed cable on a dinghy 
would be an effective deterrent? Particularly after a couple of 
cretins had gotten shocked.
 I think there should be some kind of counter-theft device 
or trap that would be signifi cantly off-putting to people who 
steal from cruising boats. In the case of the lagoon in St. 
Martin, we thought that perhaps the problem could be solved 
by putting a squad of beefy sailors onboard — sailors armed 
with baseball bats.
 Our proposal for stopping Middle Eastern piracy was to 
equip and deploy a couple of squads of U.S. Marines on typical 

sailing yachts, and fi ll 
them with tow missiles, 
bazookas, and machine 
guns — like the Q-ships 
of World War I and World 
War II fame. Put about 
20 such typical sailboats 
onto the seas off Arabia 
and the Horn of Africa, 
and wait for someone 
to fire on them. Then 
blow the attackers out of 
the water. What marine 
would not enjoy volun-

teering for such a deployment? It would eliminate the problem 
at low cost and inconvenience to the taxpayers.
 Anyway, I hope everyone had a happy Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. We're having our Thanksgiving turkey dinner 
tonight at the Pineapple Restaurant in Marmaris, Turkey.
 The accompanying photo is of us is from the Capadoccia 
region of Central Turkey. Sue and I still haven't been able to 

Page 64  •  Latitude 38  •  January, 2013

C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 A

N
G

E
L 

LO
U

IS
E

Ed and Sue Kelly of Des Moines enjoyed 
their Thanksgiving turkey in . . . Turkey.
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

fi gure out why they nicknamed it Love Valley.
Ed Kelly

Angel Louise, Catalac 12 Meter
Des Moines, Iowa

 Ed — Dinghy theft is as frustrating to us as it is you. We've 
had two stolen dinghy/outboards stolen over the years. One 
was in Cartagena, Colombia, while a crewmember went below 
for just 60 seconds to change his pants before returning to the 
Club Nautico. The second time was at Palm Island, when a 
thief passed himself off as a security guy who was guarding 
the dinghies. The latter one really pissed us off, because it was 
a nearly new 15-ft Radial with a nearly new 40-hp Yamaha 
that we'd bought dirt cheap off a former captain. Both locations 
were/are notorious for dinghy thieves.
 Dinghy theft has rarely been a signifi cant problem in Mexico, 
so this outbreak at one location at the south end of Mazatlan 
is very troubling. Until the police decide to do something about 
it — everybody knows who steals stuff like this — we'd avoid 
anchoring in that part of the city. The big marinas are at the 
far north end of town, miles away.
 As an indication of how much more serious dinghy theft 
is in the Caribbean, nobody would even dream of not locking 
even the most crappy dinghy to the dinghy dock at St. Barth, 
which is by far the safest of all the islands in the Caribbean. 
If you don't lock it, you lose it. 
 As for the idea of stationing beefy guys with baseball bats 
on boats in the lagoon at St. Martin, forget about it. The bad 
guys down there don't give a second thought to shooting people. 
As the old saying goes, you don't want to bring a baseball bat 
to a gun fi ght.
 Electrifying the dinghy cable? It seems complicated, and 
you know the fi rst people who would get shocked are your 
wife and your guests.
 Our suggested solution for both Mexico and the Caribbean 
is to secure your dinghy and outboard, both during the day 
and at night, with a honking big stainless steel chain and a 
serious lock. Lots of people in Mexico and the Caribbean lock 
their dinghies with thin vinyl-covered wire that can easily be 
snipped with a rusty pair of pliers. That's just not going to cut 
it, if you'll excuse the pun.
 The advantages of thick stainless steel chain are: 1) It adver-
tises that you're serious about not having your dinghy stolen; 
2) It can't be cut easily, except with a serious chain cutter; 3) It 
can't be cut through quickly with a hacksaw; and 4) No matter 
how delicately you try to handle it, the chain is very noisy.
 On the downside, stainless steel chain is surprisingly slip-
pery. We've already lost two long lengths.
 An additional strategy is to paint or cover your dinghy and 
outboard in some way to make it look different from every other 
grey dinghy with a Yamaha. Studies show that thieves avoid 
pink-colored infl atables with lime green outboard covers.
 We'd like to remind everyone to please report any dinghy 
thefts in Mexico so cruisers can get a better idea of the problem 
and where to be extra careful.
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110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

LOCH LOMOND MARINA

RARE OPPORTUNITY!
Two 40-ft Covered Slips & a 62-ft Slip Available

53 years of worldwide service ~ Shipping to every ocean

• Expert staff
• Used hardware
• Special Orders

• Lowest Prices for new items
• Service loft, modifi cations,
 cleaning and repairs

SAILS  SHIP STORE  CONSIGNMENT

Brand New Coastal Cruising Sails For All Boats –
SUPER LOW PRICES

(410) 263-4880
www.BaconSails.com

116 Legion Ave., Annapolis, MD  21401

Let Hydrovane sail you home safely.

Totally independent 
self-steering system
and emergency rudder... 
in place and ready to go.
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1.604.925.2660
info@hydrovane.com 

SURVIVE YOUR DREAM

WHAT IF...
Autopilot fails
Batteries are dead
Engine won’t start
Steering broken
Rudder is damaged
Crew incapacitated

NO WORRIES 
WITH HYDROVANE•

•
•

•
•

•

“The Hydrovane exceeded all our expectations!  
In over 600 hours of use it did not loose our 
course a single time!”

Larry and Nelda
on  Diamond Girl, 
their Beneteau 
393, in Paradise 
Village, MX
March 2012

- Larry upon arrival 
   in the Marquesas

See us at 
See us at 
See us at the SEATTLE

the SEATTLE

the SEATTLE

the SEATTLEBoat Show!

Boat Show!

Boat Show!



Local transit 
sponsored by 
Wareham Development

Photo: www.nhsebasphotos.com



Local transit 
sponsored by 
Wareham Development



SIGHTINGS

a splash followed by a blast
 The year 2013 is going to be a great one for West Coast sailing. The 
America's Cup. The 20th Baja Ha-Ha. And even more importantly, 
countless days of regular folks enjoying plain old sailing fun, in big 
boats and small, from the Pacifi c Northwest to San Diego, from the 
Pacifi c Ocean to the Delta.
 But since it's a little gray out in January, let's start the year with 
some sunshine sailing, shall we? For that, we take you down to two 
December events on the sun-drenched tropical blue waters of Banderas 
Bay, Mexico.
 The fi rst was the Riviera Nayarit Sailor's Splash, a big welcome to 
the Riviera Nayarit for Ha-Ha participants and other new cruisers by 

the state's Tourism Board and others. 
It started with a cruise to Paradise Vil-
lage Marina in Nuevo Vallarta and a free 
brunch at the Vallarta YC. Then there 
was a sail over to the Marina Riviera 
Nayarit in La Cruz, swimming pool vol-
leyball, and a big welcome party put on 
by the tourism board and the marina.
 Talk about your welcome parties! 
Free Riviera Nayarit hats and shirts for 
all. Free tequila served by lovely young 
ladies in maroon gowns. Free beer. Free 
artisan pizzas. Free ceviche and other ceviche and other ceviche
taste treats. And great Cuban music and 

dancing. All at the Marina Riviera Nayarit's Sky Bar, which provides 
a commanding view of Banderas Bay. The weather? A salubrious 78 
degrees at 8 p.m. We've been to a lot of the sailing garden spots of the 
world, and we didn't need any free stuff to convince us that the Riviera 
Nayarit rocks!
 The Splash was followed by the three-day 'nothing serious' Ban-
deras Bay Blast, including the Pirates for Pupils Spinnaker Run for 
Charity, along the beautiful Riviera Nayarit shore of the Bay. About 
25 boats, from little sloops to a big schooner, with a generous dose of 
catamarans, participated in at least one day of the Blast. Banderas 
Bay is one of the great fl atwater pleasure sailing bays of the world. 
Alas, the breeze was a little light and weird this year, but it was still 
a . . . Blast.
 Most cruisers and Blast participants are in the 'give back' stage of 
life, and that's a good thing, because the Blast, while free, is a charity 
event. This year a record $4,250 was raised through donations, t-shirt 
sales, and lost bets with other boats.
 Oh yeah, and from memberships in the prestigious Punta Mita 
Yacht & Surf Club. Membership requires that you sail to Punta Mita 
(or at least say you did), pay $1 for Irrevocable Lifetime Membership, 
and endure an initiation whack on the ass by the Commodore while 
stooping over atop a table in the middle of the crowded yacht club 
restaurant. We don't know if it was because new commodore Deb-
bie Hayward looked so hot in her pirate hat, but potential members 
couldn't wait to climb on the table, bend over, and take their whack 
like a man. Or woman. One new member even came back for thirds.
 While everyone in the Blast was a winner, two boats were singled 
out for special mention. John and Gilly Foy of the Catalina 42 Des-
tiny, formerly of Alameda and now of Punta Mita, won the Jack 'n Jill 
award from the Vallarta YC. And Bill and Patty Meanley of the San 
Diego-based Pacifi c Seacraft 37 Dolphin received the Dolphin received the Dolphin Latitude Award Latitude Award Latitude
for beating nearly the entire fl eet boat for boat, despite having the 
highest rating. What was their secret for being the fi rst to tack over 
to what became the layline from nine miles out? "We had no choice, 
says Bill. "There was a whale in our path."
 May all your 2013 sailing be fi lled with as much sunshine and 
serendipity as the Meanleys' Blast.

— richard

fi rst lawsuit fi led
 It was bound to happen: The fi rst — but 
presumably not the last — wrongful death 
lawsuit has been fi led against the owner 
of Low Speed Chase, the Sydney 38 that 
was lost at Southeast Farallon on April 14 
last year during the Full Crew Farallones 
Race. Five out of eight crewmembers per-
ished in the accident. Corey Busch, father 
of 26-year-old Alexis Busch, fi led the suit 
against James Bradford on December 11 
in San Francisco Superior Court seeking 
unspecifi ed damages.  
 The suit claims crewmembers should 
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Not just a pretty face, Punta Mita Yacht & 
Surf Club Commodore Debbie Hayward 
swings a mean initiation paddle, too.
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socrates heads for the hornin lsc tragedy
have known that seas "tall enough, steep 
enough and powerful enough to capsize 
and wreck their vessel were likely to be roll-
ing onto the four-fathom shoal over which 
they were steering," and that Bradford, 
and skipper Alan Cahill, who did not sur-
vive, were guilty of "outrageous conduct." 
 "This is between me and the survivors 
and their families," Bradford told the 
Chronicle. "And I know about the lawsuit, 
but don't really know much about it. But 
I consider them all still my friends."

— ladonna continued on outside column of next sightings page
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The Meanleys' 'Latitude' Award-winning 'Dolfi n'.

Doña de Mallorca and some of the benefi -
ciaries of the Pirates for Pupils.

Sights from a Splash and a Blast, clockwise from lower left: Debbie and Glenn of 'Beach Access' enjoy 
their YC initiation together; 'Cat2Fold'; John and Gilly of 'Destiny', the top Jack 'n Jill; Every crossing 
meant a water balloon battle; Kids had a blast, too; The P for P fl eet sets out for Paradise Marina.

 Shortly after setting off from Victoria, BC, on her third attempt at 
a nonstop solo circumnavigation, 69-year-old Briton Jeanne Socrates 
was forced to stop in the Bay to acquire a replacement liferaft after 
hers was lost overboard. The stop was sanctioned by the World Sailing 
Speed Record Council so Socrates is still eligible for the record she's 
attempting: the fi rst woman to make the trip nonstop from North 
America. If she completes the feat, she'll also (unoffi cially) become 
the oldest woman to do so.
 After sailing under the Golden Gate Bridge on November 5 aboard her 
Najad 380 Nereida, Socrates dealt with frustratingly light winds much 
of the way to the equator. Just after Thanksgiving, Socrates made her 
seventh solo crossing of that imaginary line. In the weeks since, she's 
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 Anyone who's attended the annual Se-
attle Boat Show will tell you that it's not 
only huge — with both an in-the-water 
component and an indoor stadium full 
of exhibitors — but it's also remarkably 
well organized. Among the highlights 
are hourly seminars on topics ranging 
from Alaska cruising tips to the latest 
electronic navigation techniques. We're 
happy to tell you that Latitude 38 will be Latitude 38 will be Latitude 38
well represented also. 
 Managing Editor Andy Turpin will give 
two back-to-back seminars on each day of 
the show's fi rst weekend, January 26 and 

seen a mix of rough weather and dead calms, but has experienced only 
relatively minor equipment issues, such as a non-functioning wind 
transducer and loose bolts on the new liferaft's mounts. 
 As of this writing, Nereida was about 2,000 miles from Cape Horn, Nereida was about 2,000 miles from Cape Horn, Nereida
which she expects to reach early in the New Year. During calm condi-
tions, Socrates has been preparing herself and Nereida for what she Nereida for what she Nereida
knows is waiting for her in the Southern Ocean.  "I received a report 
that a large iceberg near Cape Horn has broken into three pieces and 
is now surrounded by lots of growlers and bergy bits," she noted in a 
blog post. "That's good news if the pieces melt by the time I — and the 
Vendée Globe racers — get there." Track her progress on her website 
at www.svnereida.com, and while you're there, consider supporting 
her charity of choice, Marie Curie Cancer Care.

— ladonna
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 Twelve teams from as many different nations will be traveling to 
San Francisco between February 9-24 to compete for the right to 
represent their country in this September’s Red Bull Youth America’s 
Cup. More than 30 teams from around the globe applied to compete 
in the regatta, which will be held in San Francisco just a week before 
the AC72s race in the America’s 
Cup Finals. The teams will be 
vying for an unspecifi ed num-
ber of spots to compete against 
Team America, which will rep-
resent the US, and American 
Youth Sailing Force, which will 
represent the Bay Area. Both 
teams were chosen during a 
special November selection 
process under the guidance of 
Oracle Team USA and helms-
man Darren Bundock.
 February 9-15 will see teams 
from Australia, Austria, Den-
mark, Germany, New Zealand 
and South Africa compete, 
while February 18-24 will in-
clude teams from Argentina, 
France, Italy, The Netherlands, 
Portugal and Switzerland. The 
selection process will include a 
rigorous workshop with the intent of evaluating each team’s organi-
zation, communication, crew work, sail trimming and helming with 
an emphasis on physical conditioning. At the end of the workshop 
each six-team group will compete in a competitive regatta aboard the 
AC45s, with America’s Cup sailors and coaches providing valuable 
insights and knowledge to teach the young sailors, aged 19-25, how 
to sail these ultra-high performance wing-sailed catamarans. 
 Designed as a career pathway for the next generation of sailors to 
reach the oldest trophy in all of international sport — the America’s 
Cup — September’s Youth AC Finals may also include more teams 
than just Team America, American Youth Sailing Force and the 
winners of February’s selection process. Under the Youth AC rules, 
existing America’s Cup World Series syndicates can fi eld youth teams 
that may be eligible for direct entry into September’s fi nals; so far 
Emirates Team New Zealand, Artemis, Team Korea and China Team 
have expressed interest in fi elding additional teams.
 While not all of the details have been released, one thing is certain: 
this inaugural Youth America’s Cup will add a whole new element 
to this summer’s America’s Cup Finals, with some of the world’s top 
young sailors ripping it up out on the Bay in AC45s. Oh, to be a kid 
again!

— ronnie simpson
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 Not generally known as a sailing mecca, Namibia seems to be the 
place to break world sailing speed records. Aussie Paul Larsen chose 
the country's Walvis Bay on the Skeleton Coast for its fl at water 
and strong winds to attempt to break the 500-meter outright sailing 
speed record — held by kiteboarders for the last three years — with 
his custom carbon fi ber, wing-sail hydrofoiler Vestas Sailrocket 2. He 
accomplished his dream on November 16 with a speed of 59.39 knots 
(55.32 knots over one nautical mile), then broke it again on November 
24 with a speed of 65.45 knots!   
 "We hit it hard and the acceleration was rapid," Larsen wrote on 

world speed sailing records smashed

27; the fi rst titled Doing the Baja Ha-Ha 
Rally and the second called Rally and the second called Rally Sailing Tahiti 
and the Pacifi c Puddle Jump. Times are 4 
p.m and 5 p.m. on Saturday, then 3 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
 Dozens of event photos will transport 
you to the waters of Baja California and 
French Polynesia, as you glean fi rsthand 
insights into doing both events. We'll have 
informational handouts to share, and 
there will be plenty of time for questions. 
So if you're in the neighborhood, please 
plan to attend. 

— latitude

The training sessions for the U.S. Red Bull Youth 
AC teams were grueling.

The Red Bull Youth America's Cup will 
give young (19-25) sailors a chance to 
sail on AC45s and open doors for future 
professional careers as rock stars.



SIGHTINGS

his website (www.sailrocket.com). "We went straight into the 60s. www.sailrocket.com). "We went straight into the 60s. www.sailrocket.com
The pod was instantly high and I sheeted in as hard as I could to try 
and get it down. I was now adding a prefi x to 'fast'. It was now 'This 
is fucking fast'. That word is there for moments like this. I believe it fucking fast'. That word is there for moments like this. I believe it fucking

ceases to be swear-
ing." No kidding!
 Even more speed 
records were bro-
ken in November in 
Lüderitz, Namibia, at 
the Lüderitz Speed 
Challenge (www.
luderitz-speed.com), luderitz-speed.com), luderitz-speed.com
a contest for board-
sailors on a flat, 
straight channel dug 
for the event. More 
than a dozen speed 
records were broken 

at the event, including Antoine Albeau's (FRA) setting of a new world 
windsurfi ng speed record of 52.05 knots, and Zara Davis (GBR) break-
ing the previous women's record and then bettering it three times for 
a high speed of 45.83 knots.

— ladonna

records — cont’d dock washes up
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 The 65-ft (82-ft LOA) schooner Kelpie of Falmouth, built in 1928 
at the famous Harvey Gamage Shipyard in Maine and known as 
'the fastest schooner in the west' during the many decades she was 
known simply as Kelpie in Southern California, arrived at Cornwall, Kelpie in Southern California, arrived at Cornwall, Kelpie
England, in early December. She had just completed a 9,000-mile 
delivery — almost all of it under sail — from Southern California via 
the Panama Canal.
 The 84-year-old schooner has been taken to the Gweek Quay Boat-
yard in Cornwall, where she will be refurbished by Asgard Yachts with 
new teak decks, a new interior, and a modifi ed rig. The project man-
ager is Charlie Wroe, who is also the project manager and skipper for 
the 135-ft Herreshoff schooner Mariette. Readers may remember that 
Mariette was owned and raced for many years, mostly in Europe, by Mariette was owned and raced for many years, mostly in Europe, by Mariette
Belvedere's Tom Perkins prior to his building the 289-ft Maltese Falcon.

Kelpie has been renamed Kelpie has been renamed Kelpie Kelpie of Falmouth to distinguish her 
from a similarly sized classic yacht in Falmouth named Kelpie. Once 
her restoration is complete, Kelpie of Falmouth will be enthusiastically Kelpie of Falmouth will be enthusiastically Kelpie of Falmouth
campaigned. 
 We're embarrassed to say we don't know that much about Kelpie's 
days in Southern California, except that the Minney family sailed her 
to Tahiti in '59. According to the colorful Ernie — who owns Min-
ney Marine Surplus in Newport Beach — he, his father Capt. Bligh, 
brothers Owen and Joe, plus three other guys, initially set sail for the 
300-mile distant Guadaloupe Island. When Capt. Bligh couldn't fi nd 
it, he decided they should continue on to 3,000-mile-distant Nuku 
Hiva in the Marquesas. They made it, too, but without the use of the 
engine, which had taken on water, and after suffering a knockdown 
during which water poured into the main salon. We know of no other 
details of that adventure, other than that the three brothers eventu-
ally staged a mutiny. For what it's worth, Ernie later circumnavigated 
with the 82-ft schooner Shearwater. 
 The new owner of Kelpie of Falmouth would love to compile a Kelpie of Falmouth would love to compile a Kelpie of Falmouth
complete history of the yacht, so if you have stories or photos, please 
forward them to Sarah Jupp at kelpieoffalmouth@gmail.com. And while 
you're at it, cc richard@latitude38.com.

— richard

kelpie is now kelpie is now kelpie kelpie of falmouth

Paul Larsen's 'Vestas Sailrocket 2' smashed the previous sailing 
speed record of 55.65 knots.
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Spread: Trevor Murphy (left), the new captain, and 
Charlie Wroe (right), the project manager, pose in 
front of 'Kelpie of Falmouth'. Above: 'Kelpie' dur-
ing her California racing days.

 In mid-December, a commercial fi shing 
vessel spotted a massive dock afl oat just 
off Grays Harbor, Washington. The crew 
reported to authorities that it resembled 
the 66-ft beast that grounded itself on an 
Oregon beach last June. 
 After days of searching by the Coast 
Guard, the dock was discovered along an 
extremely remote stretch of beach near 
Forks. "It's in a very precarious location to 
get to, especially in these conditions," says 
David Workman, a spokesman for Wash-
ington's Marine Debris Task Force. 
 The weather along the Washington coast 
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 After a carnage-fi lled fi rst week that saw one-quarter of the 20-boat-
strong fl eet drop out with irreparable damage, this seventh edition of 
the Vendée Globe has turned into arguably the best race of all time. 
The solo, nonstop around the world race that started in Les Sables 
d’Olonne, France on November 10 has been going on for nearly 40 
days as of this writing, yet the two leaders, currently south of Aus-
tralia, are separated by only eight miles. Sailing new, ultra-fast and 
lightweight sisterships designed by the same collaboration of French 
design fi rm VPLP and Guillame Verdier, the dynamic duo has been 
trading the lead since Day 1. 
 Taking differing routes around a split St. Helena High in the South-
ern Atlantic Ocean, then-race leader Armel Le Cléac’h and his Banque 
Populaire chose a northerly route around the high while 29-year-old Populaire chose a northerly route around the high while 29-year-old Populaire

as this issue went to the printers was pre-
venting experts from examining the dock. 
Until they do, authorities cannot confi rm 
the dock is debris from the Japanese tsu-
nami, but it's widely assumed to be. To 
deter would-be 'tsunami tourists', they are 
refusing to disclose the exact location of the 
dock. "At high tide, there's no beach and 
you've got a bluff," Workman says.
 If it does turn out to be tsunami debris, 
it will likely get treatment similar to what its 
Oregon cousin received. Volunteers scraped 
two tons of marine life from the dock in an 

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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vendée — cont’d dock
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continued on outside column of next sightings page

race rookie and current leader François Gabart on MACIF followed in MACIF followed in MACIF
Jean-Pierre Dick’s wake on a southerly route. Dick and Gabart were 
plagued by a period of no breeze before being rewarded with a band 
of pressure that allowed them a record-breaking speed run, with Dick 
setting a new singlehanded monohull record of 503 miles sailed in just 
24 hours onboard his VPLP-designed Virbac-Paprec 3. Near the Cape 
of Good Hope, the trio of Dick, Gabart and Le Cléac’h all converged 
for a Southern Ocean restart with Englishman Alex Thomson on Hugo 
Boss and Swiss sailor Bernard Stamm on Boss and Swiss sailor Bernard Stamm on Boss Cheminées Poujoulat sailing Cheminées Poujoulat sailing Cheminées Poujoulat
close behind. 
 When approaching the Crozet Ice Gate, the second of eight ice 
gates in this race, Le Cléac’h routed himself toward the western end 
of the gate while the rest of the pack opted for the eastern end. With 

Armel Le Cléac'h on 'Banque Populaire' enjoys 
a little light reading as he trades leads with 
François Gabart on 'MACIF'.

effort to prevent invasive species from gain-
ing a foothold in Oregon waters. The scrap-
ings — which included four native Japanese 
species known to be invasive — were buried 
above the high tide line, while the dock itself 
was blasted with blow torches to sterilize it 
before it was cut up and removed.
 Until a plan is fi nalized for the Wash-
ington dock, the Marine Debris Task Force 
— which includes federal, state and tribal 
agencies — wants the dock secured so it 
can't wash away again. But considering 
that the dock's location requires a fi ve-mile 
hike through treacherous terrain, includ-
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vendée — cont’d— cont'd
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triple whammy hits the bay

GPS tracks that showed the racers making aggressive moves north to 
reach the gate before immediately diving back south to reach stronger 
westerly winds, Le Cléac’h looked set to extend his lead, but amazingly 
Gabart and company were able to hunt him down. With Le Cléac’h 
and Gabart resuming their roles as leaders, the fi ve-boat strong lead 
pack hooked onto a fast-moving low that propelled them almost all 
the way to Australia at warp speed. 
 Gabart and third-placed Dick once again set out to one-up each 
other and see who would 
topple Dick’s 24-hour re-
cord. Averaging more than 
22 knots of boat speed over 
24 hours, Gabart shattered 
the two-week-old mark 
with a staggering fi gure of 
545.3 nautical miles sailed 
in just 24 hours — just 51 
miles short of the all-time 
monohull record set by 
the fully-crewed Volvo 70 
Ericsson 4 in the 2008-09 Ericsson 4 in the 2008-09 Ericsson 4
Volvo Ocean Race. Using 
his “secret-weapon,” a high-clewed blast-reaching jib that attaches 
at the stem of MACIF, Gabart used the record-setting run to reel in MACIF, Gabart used the record-setting run to reel in MACIF
Le Cléac’h, who had begun to pull away.
 Continuing the close match race that has raged since the start, 
the duo has dropped their three pursuers — and everyone else in the 
race — far behind. First it was Alex Thomson and Bernard Stamm 
who fell off the low that propelled the leaders, with both men dealing 
with a multitude of problems ranging from broken hydrogenerators 
to damaged steering systems, torn sails and even dental surgery! The 
pair resumed their close duel and chose the most northerly route in 
the race. Next, it was Dick who fell off the bus, going from 80 miles 
behind the leaders to more than 400 behind in what seemed like an 
instant. Gabart and Le Cléac’h, meanwhile have maintained their in-
credibly high speeds, seemingly sailing in their own personal weather 
windows en route to shattering the race record to both the Cape of 
Good Hope and Cape Leeuwin, Australia. 
 Behind the leading fi ve, the race spread out signifi cantly in the 
week before we went to press. Jean Le Cam (SynerCiel) and Mike SynerCiel) and Mike SynerCiel
Golding (Gamesa) still battled for sixth place while Dominique Wavre Gamesa) still battled for sixth place while Dominique Wavre Gamesa
(Mirabaud) fell back and had to contend with hard-charging Spanish Mirabaud) fell back and had to contend with hard-charging Spanish Mirabaud
skipper Javier Sanso (Accionaskipper Javier Sanso (Accionaskipper Javier Sanso ( ), who was gaining on the Swiss sailor Acciona), who was gaining on the Swiss sailor Acciona
at every check-in. French skipper Arnaud Boissieres (AKENA Véran-at every check-in. French skipper Arnaud Boissieres (AKENA Véran-at every check-in. French skipper Arnaud Boissieres (
das) rounded out the top 10, followed by Bertrand de Broc (Votre 
Nom Autour), Tanguy de Lamotte (Nom Autour), Tanguy de Lamotte (Nom Autour Initiatives-coeur) and French-Italian Initiatives-coeur) and French-Italian Initiatives-coeur
skipper Alessando di Benedetto (Team Plastique) at the back of the Team Plastique) at the back of the Team Plastique
fl eet, which is now 13 boats strong. 
 Only two boats retired last month. First it was Polish skipper Zbig-
niew Gutkowski on Energa, who pulled into Portugal with autopilot 
problems, and then it was 2004-05 Vendée champ Vincent Riou on 
PRB, who hit a stray harbor buoy that damaged his mast’s outrigger, 
forcing the Frenchman to divert to Brazil. 
 Follow the race in 'Lectronic or at www.vendeeglobe.org/en.or at www.vendeeglobe.org/en.or at

— ronnie simpson 

 Bay Area sailors who’d been curious about the effectiveness of 
their cockpit scuppers and bilge pumps got their answers over the 
fi rst weekend in December, as the fi nal volley of a three-storm series 
walloped the region with torrents of rain and gusts higher than 50 
knots. 

Gabart reveled the sweet life on 'MACIF' 
with a feast of wine, foie gras and honey 
(probably not all at the same time) as 
'Banque Pop' was visible on the horizon.

Vincent Riou's 'PRB' had a close encounter with a way-
ward nav buoy in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.
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ing rain-swollen streams and barely-there 
trails, everything about the effort will be 
diffi cult.
 Senator Maria Cantwell, whose offi ce 
says photos taken by the fi shermen prove 
the dock is tsunami debris, is trying to 
push through legislation seeking $20 mil-
lion to help fund tsunami debris removal. 
"The debris . . . is a national problem," says 
Cantwell. "West Coast states and communi-
ties cannot and should not carry the burden 
and cost of dealing with tsunami debris on 
our own."

— ladonna
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storms — cont’d usa 17 gettingusa 17 gettingusa 17
 We’re not aware of any deaths or serious injuries resulting from 
the storms — the fi rst of which began pummeling the Bay Area a 
few days earlier — but there was plenty of damage. In a number of 
marinas, loosely stowed roller-furling jibs blew open, in some cases 

tearing before they could be 
contained; several boats were 
dismasted; blue polypropyl-
ene tarps shredded like ser-
pentine streamers; and bilge 
pumps worked overtime. 
Roughly four inches of rain 
fell in and around the Cen-
tral Bay, while Santa Cruz 
and Monterey saw twice that 
amount.
 The messiest results of 
the storms were probably in 
Richardson Bay, which lies 
between Sausalito and Bel-
vedere. At least 19 (mostly 

derelict) boats went adrift, in some cases nearly ending up as lawn 
ornaments for pricey homes in Belvedere and Tiburon.
 Not surprisingly, some races were cancelled, although both the 
Golden Gate YC and the Sausalito YC got off their midwinter races 
(see The Racing Sheet for those reports). Richmond YC cancelled all 
racing, with the exception, ironically, of their Opti program, in which 
stoic junior sailors can be seen perfecting their skills on the even the 
nastiest winter weekends.
 As wet and wild as conditions were for boaters, however, conditions 
seemed worse in many shoreside areas. More than 300,000 Bay Area 
PG&E customers lost power at some point during the storm, nearly 
200 fl ights were cancelled at SFO, traffi c accidents were predictably 
abundant — including a big rig fl ipping on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge — and, according to the San Francisco Chronicle, so much 
runoff water backed up into the City’s sewer system that it blew a 
manhole cover eight feet into the air. 

— andy

 Later in the magazine you’ll fi nd our second installment of Season 
Champion profi les — the winners of a variety of one-design fl eets. The 
sailor we’ll introduce you to here is one of this year’s honorees, but 
her accomplishments are so remarkable that we think she deserves 
extra special recognition. 
 As Kathi Pugh explains, before breaking her neck during a snow 
skiing accident on Christmas Eve day of 1979, she was “a competi-
tive, go-for-it jock.” The accident left her paralyzed from the shoul-
ders down, with limited use of her arms. So naturally, she thought 
her sporting days were over. But that was before she learned about 
BAADS (Bay Area Association of Disabled Sailors) back in the ‘90s.
 “I wasn’t interested at fi rst,” she recalls, although she’d done a lot 
of lake sailing as a kid. “I thought they were going to stick me in a 
motorboat and take me putt-putting around the marina. But at my 
fi rst meeting, they discussed a new logo, the swashbuckling pirate. 
I thought, ‘Okay, at least they have a sense of humor.’ After all, the 
pirate was the original disabled sailor with his peg leg, hook arm and 
patch over one eye. 
 “I went sailing that day on the club’s Ericson 27. I sat in the back 
in a gimbaled seat, so I stayed level and comfortable no matter how 
much the boat tipped. And heel we did! With 17 knots of wind, her 
rails were dipping in the ocean and I was gliding on air. I’ve been 

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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Boaters trying to save money by anchoring out may 
have ended up with no boat at all.

Kathi Pugh is the BAADS Season Champion. She 
sails her Access Liberty 'Pépé Le Pew'  (spread) 
with a servo motor joystick.

 On October 16, USA 17 — Oracle Team USA 17 — Oracle Team USA 17
USA's AC72 — pitchpoled on San Fran-
cisco Bay, severely damaging the boat and 
obliterating her massive $2 million wing 
sail. Two months later, Jimmy Spithill 
reported that 17's new wing sail was not 
only fi nished and ready to be transported 
from New Zealand to the Bay, but that 
the boat should be sailing early in 2013. 
"It's been a good exercise to see how the 
team would react to a challenge like this," 
Spithill says. "We're just really excited to 



SIGHTINGS

January, 2013  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 79

ready to fl y standout — cont’d

continued on outside column of next sightings page

PH
O

TO
S 

JO
SH

 M
AD

D
O

X

hooked ever since.”
  Not long afterward Kathi tested her sailing prowess aboard a 
specially designed one-person Access Liberty dinghy. “I control mine 
with a servo motor joystick. I move it east and west (right and left) for 
the tiller, and north and south (forward and backward) for the sails. 
There are two little switches on the joystick box where I can turn the 
mainsail off when I just want to bring in the jib and vice versa. 
 “I can sail my boat [which she’s dubbed Pépé Le Pew] single-
handedly. However, I could never do it without the incredible BAADS 
chase boat crew, which provides support in case of breakdowns.”
 Kathi credits the competition from BAADS Commodore Cristina 

get back on the water."
 Spithill uses the word 'excited' a lot in 
a recent interview, and for good reason. In 
addition to their getting 17 sailing again, 17 sailing again, 17
the team's second AC72  is on track to 
join her sistership on the Bay next year 
as well, which means sailors will enjoy the 
spectacle of two AC72s blasting across 
the Bay before the world descends for the 
fi nals next fall. That really is something 
to get excited about!

— ladonna
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 Club Nautique's 'Hump Night' sails, 
held every Wednesday during the sum-
mer months, are popular get-togethers 
that members look forward to, not just for 
the opportunity to go sailing but also for 
the post-sail barbecue and camaraderie. 
The weekly evening sails end in October, 
but Marianne Armand says not everyone 
is willing to abide by the 'rules'. "We have 
folks who don't want to stop sailing so 
they created a group of members who 
continue to sail on Wednesdays through-
out the winter. We call them the Rogue 
Humpers!"
 The weather was variable in December 
— gorgeous one day, fi ercely storming 

Rubke as the inspiration behind her racing success in recent years. 
“Cristina not only effi ciently runs our club (and many other things) 
with grace and good humor, but she’s also a fi erce competitor who 
controls her sailboat with her chin! 
  “Cristina talked me into competing in the National Disabled Sailing 
Championship in San Diego in October. I learned a great deal in our 
four days on the water, including how important it is to know all of 
the racing rules. However, I’m looking forward to improving my racing 
skills and competing next year. One thing for certain, my horizons 
have been broadened and I’m having a heck of a lot more fun. 
 “I love to race,” she adds, “because it’s not only mentally and physi-
cally challenging, but it gives you a benchmark of your sailing skills. 
There is always room for improvement.”
 With little fanfare, BAADS has been quietly enriching the lives of 
would-be sailors with a broad range of disabilities for many years. As 

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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 In various anchorages along the West Coast of the Americas, dozens 
of adventurous sailors are now preparing to take one of the biggest 
leaps of their lives: the 3,000-mile crossing to French Polynesia. 
 Having coined the name Pacifi c Puddle Jump nearly 20 years ago to 
describe this ambitious annual migration, we’ve taken vicarious plea-
sure in reporting on the passages of each year’s fl eet, and we’ve enjoyed 
honoring fl eet members by hosting send-off and arrival events.
 We call the PPJ a rally, but we use the term loosely. Unlike the 
Baja Ha-Ha or ARC rallies, members of the PPJ begin their crossings 
anytime between February and May from a variety of places along the 
West Coast. There are no committee boats or mandatory roll calls, 
but many boats keep in touch along the way via informal radio nets, 
sharing weather and status info.
 For the last few years, one of the additional benefi ts of registering 
(online at www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com) has been taking advantage of www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com) has been taking advantage of www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com
a Tahitian yacht agency’s offer of clearance in and out, duty-free fuel 
and bond exemptions for a very reasonable price. Without this deal, 
each arriving sailor must post a repatriation bond in cash, equal to 
the cost of an air ticket to your home. We’re hoping to offer something 
similar this season, but details are still being worked out.
 In the meantime, dates have been set for our major Puddle Jump 
events:
 • March 1 — PPJ Send-off Party at Vallarta YC, Nuevo Vallarta, 
Mexico; 3-6 p.m. (at the Paradise Village Resort & Marina). Note also 
that both the Vallarta YC and the Marina Riviera Nayarit host free 
seminars to help Pacifi c-bound cruisers prepare. (See their websites 
for listings.)
 • March 9 — PPJ Send-off Party at Balboa YC, Balboa, Panama; 
12-4 p.m. (western side of the Canal).
 • June 28-30 — Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendezvous, beginning at 
Papeete and ending at Moorea’s Opunohu Bay. Working with several 
Tahitian partners, Latitude 38 co-hosts this annual three-day event Latitude 38 co-hosts this annual three-day event Latitude 38
which is dedicated to celebrating the fl eet’s arrival, as well as intro-
ducing its members to various elements of Polynesian culture.
 During the spring we’ll publish mini-profi les of all crews who attend 
our send-off shindigs, and during the summer months we’ll report on 
the Rendezvous, and publish a complete crossing recap with input 
from many fl eet members. For more on this annual cruiser migration 
see the website and stay tuned to ‘Lectronic Latitude for updates. ‘Lectronic Latitude for updates. ‘Lectronic Latitude

— andy

the next — but the Rogue Humpers took 
a chance to head out for a little sailing 
fun on December 5. (Remember earlier in 
Sightings where we reported on a series of 
three storms that pounded the Bay? They 
started on a Wednesday night!)
 "Three Beneteau 37s from Alameda and 
Sausalito rendezvoused at McCovey Cove," 
reports Armand, the marketing manager 
at Club Nautique. "We all sailed there and 
it was absolutely sublime. It was actually 
warm!"
 Eighteen Humpers had a potluck at 
anchor, enjoying the relatively warm 
evening while they had a chance. "There puddle jumpers prepare to pounce

Kathi points out, “Sailing with BAADS is one of the few recreational 
activities that is open to people of all ages, and with every kind of dis-
ability. We have people who have not only physical disabilities, but also 
mental and developmental disabilities as well. We have families who 
sail together, and it’s extremely diffi cult to fi nd a recreational activity 
that families can do if one of the family members has a disability. 
 “With the incredible support of the South Beach YC,” she says, 
“BAADS has been going strong for 20+ years. That’s saying a lot because 
we’re an all-volunteer organization. All it will take to keep us going for 
the next 20+ years is committed volunteers and generous donors.” 
 Our hats are off to Kathi and her supporters at BAADS, and we 
look forward to crossing tacks with her soon out on the Bay. 

— andy

continued in middle column of next sightings page

One of the most memorable things about 
cruising French Polynesia is making spec-
tacular landfalls at places such as Opunohu 
Bay on Moorea. Just ask the Powell family 
aboard the Tiburon-based Jeanneau Sun 
Odyssey 47 'Calou', who did it in 2011.

 Once you experience the relatively carefree lifestyle of open-ended 
cruising, you can't help feeling incredibly fortunate. Perhaps that's 
why many cruisers fi nd themselves looking for ways to 'give something 

it's all about the kids
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z-fest — cont’d

 With modern advances in science and technology, it seems that new 
things are always being discovered, be it a miracle drug, a cure for a 
disease or a previously unknown species. So it’s not every day that 
something gets “undiscovered,” but that’s exactly what happened in 

November when 
a research ves-
sel in the South 
Pacific went to 
look for Sandy Is-
land (also known 
as Sable Island), 
shown to be lo-
cated halfway be-
tween Australia 
and New Cale-
donia on Google 
Maps and on 
scientifi c — but 
not navigational 
— charts. 
 "We saw this 
mysterious is-

land on all the scientifi c maps and weather maps but not on this one 
navigational chart that was on our ship," says Sabin Zahirovic, part 
of the research team aboard RV Southern Surveyor. "So we decided 
to go see if it was actually there."
 The research vessel, whose mission was to study tectonic evolu-
tion of the Eastern Coral Sea, arrived at the island’s known position 
at night. The researchers watched their depthfi nders and navigation 
equipment closely, but to their astonishment they found nothing but 
open sea. "The captain was actually quite nervous because the island 
was showing up on all the maps,” adds Zahirovic. "Luckily for us the 
sea fl oor turned out to be very deep there."
 While the un-discovery was not part of the ship’s research mission, 
it's very signifi cant nonetheless. "All the scientifi c cartography relies 
on these maps, and numerical simulations of waves and currents 
depend on (the) size of these land forms," says Zahirovic. "It just goes 

the mysterious disappearing island

was frittata, stuffed shells, apple crisp, 
brownies, hot cocoa topped with whipped 
cream and chocolate shavings, and wine 
made from grapes from a member's front 
yard," Armand continues. "The Grand 
Humpers — those who do most of the 
organizing — are Marye Ellen Valentine 
and Ward Wogsland. So much fun!"
 Of course you don't have to be a mem-
ber of Club Nautique — or any club, for 
that matter — to enjoy some night sail-

back' to the communities that host them. In Mexico, one great way 
they genuinely can make a difference is by supporting the annual 
Zihuatanejo Sailfest, slated for February 7-12 this year. 
 The six-day event is jointly focused on fun and fundraising, with an 
activity schedule that includes sailboat racing, a boat parade, beach 
games, auctions, a live music show and more. Every element has a 
fundraising component to it, with all proceeds going toward educat-
ing disadvantaged indigenous kids. In Mexico, children who do not 
speak Spanish are ineligible to attend public schools. But thanks 
to the Z-Fest-affi liated Por Los Niños program, special schools have 
been constructed, aimed at bridging this language gap. Recently, 
Zihua's municipal director of education estimated that more than 
2,000 disadvantaged children are attending school due to the efforts 
of cruisers and expats-in-residence. Last year's event raised a whop-
ping $460,556 pesos ($36,000 USD).
 So if you're cruising the coast this year — or are looking for a good 
reason to fl y down to the sunny latitudes of Mexico next month — we'd 
strongly encourage you to attend Z-Fest and help fuel this worthwhile 
effort. The fi rst planning meeting is January 24. (See www.porlos
ninos.com for additional info.) As Winston Churchill famously said, ninos.com for additional info.) As Winston Churchill famously said, ninos.com
"We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give."

— andy

The mysterious and mythical Sandy Island was originally charted 
— albeit in a slightly different spot — by Captain Cook in 1774.
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The Rogue Humpers rocked up in McCovey Cove 
just before three big storms hit the Bay. Fun times!
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to show the oceans are so underexposed. It's actually really shocking 
that we haven't not found more islands."not found more islands."not
 According to Jethro Lennox, publisher of The Times Atlas of the 
World (in which the phantom island had been featured at one time), World (in which the phantom island had been featured at one time), World
"Back in the 19th century, cartographers would gather their informa-
tion from various sources like explorers or even sailors, so you could 
never have a perfect map." Interestingly, the nautical navigation charts 
show nothing but deep water at the island's supposed location. 
 This just goes to prove that while Google Maps might be great for 
quick planning purposes, you don't want to use it for navigation!

— ronnie simpson

ing on the Bay. Just dig out your foulies, 
stock your boat with warm beverages  and 
delicious goodies (or invite friends who 
know how to cook), and get out there. City 
lights can make it diffi cult to spot other 
boats, so it's wise to turn on your AIS or 
radar, as well as keeping a sharp lookout, 
but there's no reason at all that you and 
your friends can't start Humping your-
selves . . . er, you know what we mean.

— ladonna
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