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Sticky Note
Welcome to the July 2012 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Ben Landon's Thompson 650 'Flight Risk' tears it up on last month's Delta Ditch Run.

Photo by Jeremy Leonard/www.surfcityracing.org



(510) 865-1200
Leasing Office Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
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•	Prime deep water concrete slips
	 in a variety of sizes
•	Great Estuary location at the heart
	 of the beautiful Alameda Island
•	Complete bathroom and shower
	 facility, heated and tiled
•	FREE pump out station open 24/7
•	Full Service Marine Center and
	 haul out facility
•	Free parking
•	Free WiFi on site!
•	And much more…

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 

TENANTS

Blue Pelican Marine.................... 146
Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The... 24
Marchal Sailmakers.................... 149
New Era Yachts........................... 151
Pacific Crest Canvas...................... 44
Pacific Yacht Imports
UK-Halsey Sailmakers

*At ten percent off our regular rates for six months and the seventh month free, 
the owner of a 30’ boat will save more than $450 versus our competition. 	

Subject to availability. Some restrictions apply.

Visit our website, and give us a call.
You’ll be glad you did.
30’ – 43’ slips available.

www.grandmarina.com

SAVE $450
at

GRAND MARINA*



YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Curlew*

This year marks the 90th birthday of 
the Bird Boat class, the oldest one 
design class on San Francisco Bay.

Bill Claussen, sailing Curlew, the 
oldest Bird in existence and, fully 
Powered by Pineapple Sails, has 
placed first in seven of his last nine 
races, including the Bird Class Perpe-
tual Trophy for 2011.

At 39 years (no spring chicken our-
selves, speaking of birds!), Pineapple 
Sails has the depth of experience and 
expertise to tailor sails to boats old 
and new, classic and modern, race and 
cruise. We use the highest quality ma-
terials and workmanship to build your 
sails to maximize both performance 
and durability. And we build them 
from start to finish right here in sunny 
Alameda.

For the perfect match for your boat, 
give us a call.

*Powered by Pineapples



Cover: Ben Landon's Thompson 650 Flight Risk
tears it up on last month's Delta Ditch Run.

Photo by Jeremy Leonard/www.surfcityracing.org

Copyright 2012 Latitude 38 Publishing, LLC
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identifi cation of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifi cally request them; copies will work just fi ne. 
Notifi cation time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specifi c information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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B O A T
LOANS

   from

Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com



www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy 
Suite #101 

Alameda, CA 
p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

BENETEAU    ISLAND PACKET    ALERION    SWIFT TRAWLER    BROKERAGE

Boat just a bit too 
small these days?

SAIL
51’	 Beneteau Cyclades	 2006	 $260,000
50’	 Gulfstar	 1977	 149,500
46’	 Beneteau Oceanis 461	 1998	 174,000
45’	 Island Packet	 1998	 229,000
44’	 Spencer S-1330	 1976	 111,000
41’	 Dehler DS	 1998	 169,900
41’	 Newport	 1983	 50,000
41’	 Tartan 4100	 2004	 345,000
40’	 Beneteau	 2009	 199,000
40’	 Beneteau	 2008	 185,000
40’	 Beneteau 40.7	 2001	 175,000
39’	 Beneteau 393	 2007	 149,500
39’	 Beneteau 393	 2003	 149,500
38’	 Beneteau Moorings	 1991	 49,500
38’	 Island Packet 38	 1993	 SOLD!
38’	 Island Packet 380	 1999	 228,000
38’	 Hunter 380	 2000	 Pending
38’	 Ericson 38-200	 1988	 69,000
37’	 Beneteau 373	 2004	 115,500
37’	 Island Packet 370 cutter	 2004	 288,000
37’	 Irwin center cockpit	 1976	 41,900
37’	 Pacific Seacraft yawl	 1984	 119,000
36’	 Beneteau 361	 2000	 94,950
36’	 Hunter sloop	 2004	 110,000
36’	 Islander	 1972	 Pending
36’	 Islander	 1977	 40,950
36’	 Islander	 1978	 37,950
36’	 Pearson 36-II	 1985	 57,900
35’	 C&C MkII	 1983	 44,500
34’	 C&B Marine Tiffany Jayne	 1982	 29,000
33’	 Yamaha	 1979	 19,000
32’	 Beneteau 321	 2000	 79,000
32’	 J/32	 1997	 79,000
32’	 Valiant	 1977	 38,550
32’	 Westsail	 1976	 64,400
31’	 Island Packet	 1988	 59,500
28’	 Alerion Express	 2002	 87,000
24’	 Corsair Sprint 750	 2008	 55,000
POWER
61'	 Mikelson SFPH	 2002	 990,000
53'	 Navigator CPMY	 1998	 249,000
42'	 Californian aft cabin MY	 1987	 92,500
30'	 Shamrock 290 walkaround	 2003	 120,000

2 Bay Area Offices
List with Us for Results

Beneteau 373, 2004  $115,500

51’ Beneteau Cyclades, 2006  $260,000

SUPER VALUES!

July 14-15

Open Boat 
Weekend:

Come to our 
Alameda office 
for a weekend 
of open boat 
viewing. Enjoy 
refreshments 
and a leisurely 
walk through 
our extensive 
brokerage of-
ferings. 

Find your 
perfect boat  
at our docks.

Beneteau Oceanis 31 34 37 41 45 50 54 58  First 30 35 40 45

• Money?	 Interest rates have never been lower.
• Equipment?	 Save thousands on premium equipment packages.
• Pricing?	 Get 2012 pricing on 2013 models until the end of July.

Call today and get all the details! (510) 236-2633

Beneteau 321, 2000  $79,000

32' Beneteau 323, 2007  $84,500

Tired of the old boat 
and fix-up weekends?

We've got the solutions to your boating problems.

First 40 Sense 43 Oceanis 45
Exciting racing on the 

First series boats:
First 30, 35, 40, and 45

Incredibly easy and fast 
cruising on the new Sense 

series: 43, 50 and 55

Performance cruising and 
club racing combine in 

the Oceanis series: 31’-58’
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July 21

Passage Friends & 
Family Sailing Club 
Kick-Off:

By popular demand 
from our clients, we 
are sponsoring sailing 
events throughout the 
year for all our clients 
– new and used boat 
buyers. We are plan-
ning overnight cruises, 
fun regattas, exotic 
charters, seminars, 
and other events our 
owners have asked for. 
Kick-Off Party & BBQ at 
Encinal YC.

July 14

Classic Car  
& Yacht Show, 
Marin YC:

See classic cars, fine 
yachts, and other 
activities on Saturday 
at Marin YC in San 
Rafael. 

This is the 10th year 
for this event. Each 
year the club chooses 
a community orga-
nization to benefit 
from this fun-filled 
fund-raiser. 

A great family event!

July 11, 18 & 25

Richmond YC 
Beer Can Races:

We have crew 
positions available 
for the Wednesday 
night series at RYC. 
Get over your mid-
week slump and 
come racing! Work 
hard or hang out 
on the rail – experi-
ence the pure fun 
of the First 30. 

Call to reserve  
a spot:  
(510) 236-2633.



o	eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

o	Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
	 Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

o	Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.) 

o	Third Class Renewal    o First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

o	Gift Subscription	

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City	 State	 Zip

o	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
	 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
	 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
	 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

o	Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County			   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS       o Current issue = $6 ea.

o Back Issues = $7 ea.    MONTH/YEAR: _____________________________________

o Mastercard	 o visa	 o american express

Number:______________________________ Exp.:	 _ _______ csv: ______

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

You can
ALSO GO TO 

www.latitude38.com 
TO PAY FOR YOUR 

Subscription
online

Phone: (       )	 Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor.............Richard Spindler..............richard@latitude38.com 
Associate Publisher................John Arndt.......................john@latitude38.com...............ext. 108
Managing Editor.....................Andy Turpin.....................andy@latitude38.com..............ext. 112 
Editor......................................LaDonna Bubak...............ladonna@latitude38.com..........ext. 109 
Racing Desk..................................................................racing@latitude38.com............ext. 105 
Contributing Editors................John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales....................John Arndt.......................john@latitude38.com...............ext. 108 
Advertising Sales....................Mike Zwiebach................mikez@latitude38.com.............ext. 107
General Manager....................Colleen Levine.................colleen@latitude38.com...........ext. 102 
Production/Web......................Christine Weaver.............chris@latitude38.com..............ext. 103 
Production/Photos...................Annie Bates-Winship.......annie@latitude38.com.............ext. 106
Bookkeeping...........................Penny Clayton.................penny@latitude38.com............ext. 101

Directions to our office....................................................................................................press 4 
Subscriptions...............................................................................................................press 1,4 
Classifieds..............................class@latitude38.com...................................................press 1,1 
Distribution.............................distribution@latitude38.com..........................................press 1,5 
Editorial..................................editorial@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,6 
Calendar.................................calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email.............................general@latitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941 
Ph: (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

Card to
read from:

NOTE: FPO/APO (military), Canada, Mexico, and subscriptions going to
a correctional facility are first class only. Sorry, no foreign subscriptions.
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The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

Gori
propeller

• For shafts and saildrives

• Both 2 & 3 blade available

• Lowest drag when sailing

• The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!

800-801-8922

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

3-Blade

Do you know how 
full… or empty your 
tanks are? Gobius will 
tell you… no matter what 
material your tanks are. 
Simple, easy installation… 
no holes to drill.

Installs and 
measures from 

the outside



Marina del Rey
(310) 822-9400

Oxnard
(805) 791-2082

Alameda
(510) 521-1327

San Diego
(619) 681-0633

Newport Beach
(949) 650-7245

Dealer for Jeanneau, Hunter & Grand Soleil Yachts
See over 100 new and used yacht listings at www.CruisingYachts.net

 
California’s largest used yacht broker with 5 waterfront locations.

2004 HUNTER 420 
New Listing $179,900

1988 BENETEAU 12M 
New Listing $52,250

2008 HUNTER 45 CC
New Listing $289,000

2007 BENETEAU 373
New Listing $125,000

2003 BENETEAU 473
Listed at $238,500

2000 MOODY 42CC
New Listing! $197,500

1993 HUNTER VISION 
Listed at $61,250

2007 JEANNEAU 39i
New Listing $178,750

2008 JEANNEAU 36i
Offered at $139,000

2001 HUNTER 340
Offered at $74,850

2007 JEANNEAU 42DS
Asking $215,900

2006 JEANNEAU 49DS 
Asking $314,750
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

SUMMER CUSTOMER 
RENDEZVOUS

 AUGUST 17 - 19, 2012

2012 JEANNEAU 409 & 379
NOW IN STOCK IN THE BAY AREA!

At
Our D

ock
s

GRAND SOLEIL 39’ - 54’
PREMIER PERFORMANCE CRUISERS

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD! SALE 
PENDING!



CALENDAR

Non-Race

June 30 & July 28 — Maritime Crafts for Kids at SF Mari-
time's Hyde St. Pier, 3 p.m. Free. Info, www.nps.gov/safr.
 July 1-29 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.

July 3 — Go sailing under a full moon on Tuesday night.
July 3 — Celebrate Independence Day a day early at Bar-

ron Hilton's Fireworks Extravaganza at Mandeville Tip.
July 4 — Haul ass back to the Bay for more fi reworks!
July 4 — Aeolian YC Open House & BBQ. No suit and tie 

required! Info, www.aeolianyc.com.
 July 4-25 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker 
each Wednesday for about $25. All YCs' members welcome. 
More info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.

July 5-7 — 3rd Annual Cabo Marine Show in Cabo San 
Lucas. Info, www.cabomarineshow.com.

July 5, 6, 26, 28 — Sail aboard San Francisco Maritime 
National Historic Park's scow schooner Alma. Learn the Bay's 
history on this 3-hour voyage, leaving Hyde St. Pier at 1 p.m. 
$40 adults, $20 kids 6-15. Info, www.nps.gov/safr.

July 7, 1846 — Commodore John D. Sloat raised the U.S. 
fl ag over the Monterey Custom House and claimed California 
for the United States.

July 7 — Chantey Sing-a-Long aboard Balclutha at Hyde Balclutha at Hyde Balclutha
St. Pier, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. Dress warmly and bring a mug for 
hot cider. Free. RSVP at (415) 561-7171.

July 11 — History & Evolution of the America's Cup at 
Corinthian YC, 7 p.m. Co-hosted by Modern Sailing. Free. 
RSVP at www.cyc.org or (415) 435-4771.www.cyc.org or (415) 435-4771.www.cyc.org

July 12 — Are you a single boatowner and need crew? The 
Single Sailors Association has crew to help sail your boat. 
Monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC in Alameda, 6:30 p.m. 
Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org

July 13-15 — 30th Annual Catalina Yachts Rendezvous at 
Two Harbors, Catalina Island. Info, www.catalinayachts.com.
 July 14 — USCGA's Suddenly in Command course at San 
Jose West Marine, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. RSVP to (408) 246-
1147.

July 14 — Maritime Storytime: The Tale of Henry & Harry, 
about two stowaway kittens aboard Balclutha at SF Maritime Balclutha at SF Maritime Balclutha
Historical Park, 1-1:30 p.m. Free. Info, www.nps.gov/safr.

July 14 — 10th Annual Classic Car & Yacht Show at Marin 
YC, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Info, www.marinyachtclub.com.

July 14 — Tour SF Maritime Historical Park's small craft 
collection in Alameda, 10:30-12 p.m. Free. RSVP to (415) 
292-6664 or email mgardner@maritime.org.
 July 14 — Community Day at the Aquatic Center in Moun-
tain View's Shoreline Park, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Co-hosted with the 
Ho'oku'i outrigger canoe club, the day offers seminars and 
hands-on outrigger action. Info, shorelinelake.com/aquatic/
aquatic.htm.

July 14  — JK³ Yachts Grand Opening of their Alameda 
location. Info, www.jk3yachts.com.

July 19 — Emergencies at Sea with Modern Sailing's John 
Connolly, part of Sausalito YC's Third Thursday Seminar Se-
ries, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free and open to the public. Info, www.
sausalitoyachtclub.org/calendar.

July 20-22 — Annual Catalina/Morgan Owners Rendez-
vous at Tradewinds Sailing School in Richmond's Marina Bay 
Yacht Harbor. Info, www.sfcats.org.

July 21 — 'Music of the Sea for Kids' aboard Balclutha
at Hyde St. Pier, 3-3:45 p.m. $5 (under 16 free). Info, (415) 
447-5000.
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1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

2801 West Coast Hwy
Newport Beach, CA 92663

(949) 610-7190

New Catalina Yachts in Stock
Catalina 355, 2011...................................................SOLD!
Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470, 2006..............................................$329,500
Catalina 470, 1999............. MOTIVATED SELLER! 195,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2004...................NEW LISTING! 195,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2001...........................................164,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 1995..............................................SOLD!
Catalina 42 MkI, 1993....................NEW LISTING! 118,000
Catalina 42, 1989.......................MAKE AN OFFER! 91,000
Catalina 400, 2001........................NEW LISTING! 170,000 
Catalina 400, 1995...................................................SOLD!
Catalina 380, 2000................................................141,000
Catalina 36 MkII, 2001.............................................98,500
Catalina 36, 1995............................NEW LISTING! 75,000
Catalina 36, 1989....................................................53,900

Catalina 36, 1984............................NEW LISTING! 57,750
Catalina 36, 1983............................NEW LISTING! 54,900
Catalina 350, 2005................................................129,900
Catalina 34, 1987............................NEW LISTING! 55,000
Catalina 34, 1989....................................................47,500
Catalina 320, 2000..........................NEW LISTING! 78,000
Catalina 320, 2000....................................Coming Soon!
Catalina 30, 1995............................NEW LISTING! 51,300
Catalina 30, 1984........................... GREAT VALUE! 26,000
Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks
Gulfstar 50 owners’ model, 1978...NEW LISTING! 125,000 
Norseman 447, 1984.....................NEW LISTING! 229,000
Moody 42 DS, 2001...............................................249,000
Gary Mull Custom 42, 1990...........NEW LISTING! 109,000
Tartan 4100, 2004.................................................345,000
C&C 41, 1984..........................................................57,500
Morgan 38 Center Cockpit, 1994...........................118,000
C&C 38, 1979..........................................................45,000
Hunter 35.5, 2003...........................NEW LISTING! 89,000

Islander 36, 1979....................................................30,000
Pearson 34, 1984............................NEW LISTING! 39,500
Tartan 33, 1982.......................................................42,000 
Hunter 310, 2007....................................................79,900
New Ranger Tugs (base price) 
Ranger 31 Tug, 2012...................... NEW MODEL! 279,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2012............ NEW MODEL YEAR! 159,937
Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2011.......................... LOADED! 49,937
New Cutwater Boats in Stock (base price)
Cutwater 28, 2012.......................... NEW MODEL! 169,937
Cutwater 26, 2012.......................... NEW MODEL! 139,937
Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks
Ranger 25SC Tug, 2010....... INCLUDES TRAILER! 134,500
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009..........LET'S MAKE A DEAL! 121,900
Ranger 25 Tug, 2008.............................................110,000
Preowned Power Yachts
Cheoy Lee 66 Ocean Trawler, 1987........................599,500
Carver 35 Super Sport, 2006.................................149,900
Chaparral 310 Signature, 2006................................89,900

From San Diego, CA
Call

(619) 523-6730

OPEN BOAT WEEKEND JULY 13-14 • BOATS ARE SELLING! LIST WITH US!

F A R A L L O N E  Y A C H T  S A L E S

1984 CATALINA 36 Endless Summer  $57,750 2000 CATALINA 32 Windspiration  $78,0001978 GULFSTAR 50 Magic $125,000

Made in 
the USA

YACHTS

Summer boating season is NOW! Let us get you out on the water – 
we're the exclusive Northern California dealer for Catalina and 

Tartan sailing yachts and the exclusive California dealer for trailer-
able Cutwater Boats and Ranger Tugs, all Made in America brands. 

Visit www.faralloneyachts.com for details.

Catalina  
355

Come one, come all!
2012 Catalina & Morgan

Rendezvous
July 21-22

www.sfcats.org



CALENDAR

July 21 — 5th Annual Glen Cove Marina Jazz, Arts & Wine 
Festival, noon to dusk. Info, www.glencovemarina.net.

July 21 — 11th Annual Taste of the Delta at Village West 
Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.tasteofthedelta.com.

July 21 — 12th Annual Women's Sailing Clinic at Lake 
Tahoe, for beginning to advanced sailors. $50 members, $60 
non-members. LTWYC, www.tahoewindjammers.com.

July 22 — Cal Sailing Club's free introductory sail at 
Berkeley Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.

July 25 — America's Cup & Youth Sailing Connection with 
Tom Ehman & friends at Corinthian YC, 7 p.m. Free. RSVP 
at www.cyc.org.

July 27 — Alaska Eagle Crew Reunion at Newport Harbor, 
6:30 p.m. 30 years, 30,000 miles, 3,000 sailors — lots to 
celebrate! RSVP to brad@occsailing.com.

July 28 — 6th Annual Benicia Fine Art & Jazz Festival. 
Info, www.beniciamainstreet.org.

July 28-Aug. 3
laid-back rally to the balmy Delta waters. Follow the event at 
www.deltadoodah.com.
 July 29, 1830 — One of the fi rst maritime museums, the 
Louvre's Musée de la Marine, opened in Paris.
 Aug. 3-5 — Beneteau Owners Rendezvous at Catalina's 
Two Harbors. Info, www.scyachts.com.

Aug. 4 — Maritime Day Celebration & Flea Market at Gali-
lee Harbor in Sausalito, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Info, (415) 332-8554 
or www.galileeharbor.org.

Aug. 4 — Petaluma Music Festival. Info, www.petaluma 
musicfestival.org.
 Aug. 11 — Heritage Day at China Camp. Info, www.friends
ofchinacamp.org.

Aug. 11 — Boaters Swap Meet at Alameda West Marine, 
7 a.m.-1 p.m. Info, mgr00127@westmarinestores.com.

Racing

June 29-July 1 — Santa Cruz 27 Nationals. RYC, www.
richmondyc.org.
 June 30 — YRA-WBRA #6. StFYC, www.yra.org
 June 30 — YRA-OYRA Half Moon Bay. StFYC, www.yra.
org.

June 30 — The Singlehanded TransPac, a 2,120-mile slide 
from the Bay to Hawaii, starts off Corinthian YC. SSS, www.
singlehandedtranspac.com.
 June 30 — 5th Annual Great San Francisco Schooner 
Race, for schooners in Gaff and Marconi divisions. SFYC, 
www.sfyc.org.
 June 30 — Rear Commodore's Race from Knox to VYC. 
SYC, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org/racing.
 June 30 — Silver Eagle Long Distance In-the-Bay Race, with 
a shorter course for boats rating 150 or above. IYC, racing@
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July 28-Aug. 3 — Latitude 38's Delta Doo Dah 'Fab 4', a 

The Doo Dah kids show the grown-ups how fun in the sun is done.The Doo Dah kids show the grown-ups how fun in the sun is done.
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bearmarkYACHTS

310 Harbor Drive, 2nd Floor, Sausalito, CA
415/332/6585
Larry R. Mayne, broker B-02871
John Saul, bearmarkyachts@gmail.com

B R OK E R A G E  B OAT S

Wyliecat 65' Derek M. Baylis 
Now available for sale and for charter

Wyliecat 65 2002
Islander 4-Cabin 53 1979
Jeanneau DS 42 2008
Wyliecat 40 2013
O'Day 40 1986
Hershine Trawler 37 1978
Irwin CC 37 1981
Hanse 350 35 2008
Bristol 31.1 31 1983
Wyliecat 30 2013
Catalina (reduced) 30 1978
S-2 28 1982
Catalina 250 25 2002



PLEASE VISIT our Fuel Dock at Gashouse Cove marina • Open 7 days a week • 9am to 5pm

San Francisco's Yacht Broker

10 MARINA BLVD., SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725  •  email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com
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Sea Ray 390, 1985 
45-ft S.F. Berth

36' Catalina, 1986 
$45,000

40’ Swan, 1996
$249,000

Westsail 32, 1977
$57,000

42' Krogen, 1985
$249,000

36' Catalina MkII, 2002  
$112,000

33' Nauticat, 1987 
$92,000

40' Hinckley Bermuda 
MkII CB, 1968 

$119,000

46' Beneteau 45f5, 1993  
$157,000

32' Contessa, 1990  
$49,000

33’ Hans Christian 33T, 
1984  $139,000

30' Cape Dory Cutter, 1982 
$39,500

40' Farr, 1992 
50-ft S.F. Berth

43 Years of Experience and Knowledge

39' Cal MkII, 1979 
$59,000

SF BERTH

37' Tayana Cutter, 1978  
$64,900

REDUCED

37' Pacific Seacraft, 1980
$119,000



CALENDAR

iyc.org or iyc.org or iyc.org www.iyc.org.
 June 30 — Island to Island Race, an endurance pursuit 
race from Twitchell Island in the Delta, around Angel Island 
and back. Andreas Cove YC, andreascoveyc.org.

June 30 — North Bay #3. VYC, www.vyc.org.
 June 30-July 1 — Combined Boreas Race, San Francisco 
to Half Moon Bay to Moss Landing. Elkhorn YC and HMBYC, 
www.elkhornyc.com.

June 30-July 1 — J/120 Regatta. SBYC, www.south
beachyc.org.
 July 1-8 — Highland Spring HIHO Windsurfi ng Regatta 
in the BVIs. Info, www.go-hiho.com.
 July 4 — Brothers & Sisters Regatta, a low-key lap around 
the two island groups followed by a BBQ and shoreside fun 
for the whole family. TYC, www.tyc.org.
 July 4 — Independence Cup. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
 July 7 — Moonlight Marathon. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.
 July 7 — Jack & Jill Race. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
 July 7 — Hart Nunes for Mercs. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
 July 7 — Melges 24 Silver Cup #3. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

July 7-8 — Longboard SF Classic/UN Challenge. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com.

July 7-8 — Skiff Fleet Regatta. GGYC, www.ggyc.org.
July 7-8 — High Sierra Regatta for Centerboard Classes 

on Huntington Lake. Info, www.fresnoyachtclub.org.
July 8-12 — Day Sailer NAs on Huntington Lake. Info, 

www.dsnacr2012.or.
July 12-13 — Melges Race Week on Lake Tahoe. Tahoe 

YC, www.tahoeyc.com.
July 14 — 28th Annual Plastic Classic Regatta & Concours July 14 — 28th Annual Plastic Classic Regatta & Concours July 14

d'Elegance, for fi berglass boats from the '60s & '70s. BVBC, 
www.bvbc.org or (415) 495-9500.

July 14 — YRA-OYRA Jr. Waterhouse. RYC, www.yra.org.
July 14 — H.O. Lind #4-6. TYC, www.tyc.org.
July 14 — Team Race Championship. StFYC, www.stfyc.

com.
July 14 — Twin Island #2, a race around Alcatraz & Angel 

Island. SYC, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
July 14 — PICYA Lipton Cup. StFYC, www.picya.org.
July 14 — 13th Annual Cruiser Challenge for mini/pocket 

cruisers 25 feet or less on Monterey Bay. Sponsored by Potter 
Yachters and MPYC, www.cruiserchallenge.com.

July 14 — Trans-Tahoe Race, generally featuring either 
too much wind or too little but always lots of fun. Tahoe YC, 
www.tahoeyc.com.

July 14 — Singlehanded Race. SSC, wwwstocktonsc.org.
July 14-15 — BAYS #3 at San Francisco YC. Info, www.

bayarea-youthsailing.org.
July 14-15 — High Sierra Regatta for Keelboat Classes on 

Huntington Lake. Info, www.fresnoyachtclub.org.
July 15 — Baxter Judson #4. PresYC, www.presidio

yachtclub.org.
July 15 — Summer Series #2 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth. 

Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
July 16 — The fi rst start in the Pacifi c Cup starts, with 

the rest on subsequent days. Info, www.pacifi ccup.org.
July 16-22 — Golden Gate Cup. GGYC, www.ggyc.com.
July 18-22 — 46th Annual Governor's Cup International 

Junior Match Racing Championship in Newport Beach. Balboa 
YC, www.balboayachtclub.com.

July 21 — 4th Annual Westpoint Marina Regatta hosted 
by Sequoia YC. Info, www.sequoiayc.org or (650) 430-5567.

July 21 — Twin Island Race #2. SYC, wwwsausalito
yachtclub.org.

July 21 — North Bay #4. VYC, www.vyc.org.
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Come see the J/111 and a fantastic 
selection of brokerage boats at

our docks at Marina Village
Yacht Harbor in Alameda.

Ask us about the new J/70.

Alameda
(510) 523-8500

norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com

www.sailcal.com

J/111 – If you love to go sailing,
you’ll love this new 36-ft  speedster.

She’s a pleasure daysailing,
weekending, or racing.

NEW J/111

Step up to a new
level of performance

74 SOLD TO DATE –

                6 ON THE WEST COAST!
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55' Tayana, 1988, Samadhi V...................................$249,000
53' J/160,'01, Mandalay..........................................$579,000
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade.................................$495,000
52' TransPac with IRC mods, '03, Braveheart*..........$499,000
50' Bakewell-White, '02, Brisa.................................$615,000
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03*............................................$675,000
48' 1D48, '96, Chaya.................................................$60,000
47' Valiant, '81, Sunchase..........................................$90,000
45' Jeanneau Sun Odyssey, '08*...........New Listing $319,000
44' J/44, '90, Phantom............................................$239,000
44' Wauquiez 43 Pilot Station*...............................$299,0000
43' J/130, '96*........................................................$184,000
43' Custom C&C, '73................................ Reduced $230,000
42' Beneteau 423, '07*.........................New Listing $204,500
41' J/124, '06..........................................................$239,000
40' J/120, '02, Alchera............................. Reduced $179,000
40' J/120, '98, Jolly Mon.........................................$165,000

40' J/120, '94*.....................................New Listing $149,000
40' Farr, '97, Far Niente...........................................$170,000
40' Pacific Seacraft, '99, DreamKeeper....................$314,900
39' Carroll Marine CM 1200, '95*...........New Listing $55,000
38' Alerion, '07*....................................New Listing $269,000
38' Pearson True North, '02, Ricochet......................$199,999
36' J/109, '03*........................................................$189,000
36' J/36, '82..............................................................$59,000
35' J/105, '02, Vim*...................................................$85,000
35' J/105, '02, Hull #581, Business Time...................$99,000
35' J/105, '01, Hull #400, Lulu.................................$105,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle.........................$89,000
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good*....................... Reduced $68,900
35' J/35C, '91*..........................................................$89,000
34' J/34, '85, The Zoo*..............................................$29,900
34' MJM 34z, '05*.................................... Reduced $259,000
33' Synergy 1000, '99............................New Listing $59,000

53' J/160, 2001, Mandalay 
Fully loaded.

Asking $579,000

55' Tayana, Samadhi V
Many recent upgrades. 

Asking $249,000

www.sailcal.com
email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com

Dealers for these fine yachts:

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140 
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

YOUR SAIL AND POWER EXPERTS

41' J/124, 2006
Race or cruise. 

Asking $239,000

Farr 40, 1997 Far Niente
Race ready 

Asking $170,000

50' Bakewell-White, 2002, Brisa
Cruise anywhere.
Asking $615,000

33' Back Cove, '08........................................................ SOLD
32' Catalina 320, '95*.............................New Listing $52,000
30' Columbia 30, '06, Escudero.................................$99,800
30' Mull custom, '74, The Shadow.............................$40,000
30' J/30, '79*............................................................$26,000
30' Peterson Half Ton*................................ Reduced $14,900
30' Scout 30, '80, Zelda.............................................$60,000
29' MJM 29z, '07*...................................................$269,000
28' J/28, '87*.........................................New Listing $32,000
28' Alerion Express, '02*............................................$59,500
28' Islander, '78*.......................................................$16,900
26' J/80, '01, Nimbus.............................New Listing $29,000
26' J/80, '01*............................................................$32,900
26' J/80, '00*............................................................$29,000

* Denotes Seattle Boats

"The Fastest Sailboat Listings in the West!"

Pacific Seacraft 40, 1999, DreamKeeper
Well equipped. Cruise anywhere. 

Asking $314,900

J/105s
We have 5 from 

$68,900

J/44, 1991, Phantom
Well equipped, race or cruise. 

Asking $239,000

40' J/120, 2002, Alchera
Equipped for singlehanded/ 

shorthanded offshore sailing.
Reduced to $179,000

41' TRUE NORTH 38, 2002, Ricochet 
Great Bay or Delta boat. 

Asking $199,999



CALENDAR

July 21 — Dinghy Delta Ditch, a 30-mile romp from Rio 
Vista to Sacramento up the deep water channel for dinghies 
under 20 feet. LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.

July 21-22 — Easom Founders & Melges Regatta. SFYC/
BYC, www.sfyc.org.

July 21-22 — PHRF Summer Spectacular. MPYC, www.
mpyc.org.

July 22 — Women's Day Race on Lake Tahoe. LTWYC, 
www.windjammers.com.

July 23-27 — Santana 20 Class Championships. Eugene 
(Oregon) YC, www.s20.org.

July 27-28 — King Harbor Race, from Santa Barbara to 
Redondo Beach. SBYC/KHYC, www.khyc.org.

July 27-29 — Santana 22 Nat'ls. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
July 27-29 — Aldo Alessio. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
July 27-29 — Kiteboard NAs. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
July 27-29 — Laser Masters West. RYC, www.richmond 

yc.org.
July 28 — Tri-Island Race, around Treasure Island, Alca-

traz and Red Rock. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
July 28 — PICYA's CHISPA/Youth Regatta. SeqYC, www.

picya.org.
July 28 — North Bay Shootout #4. BenYC, www.benicia

yachtclub.com.
July 28 — Small Boat Summer. EYC, www.encinal.org.
July 28 — Summer #3. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.
July 28 — McNish Classic, for classics designed before 

1952, held in the Channel Islands. PCYC, www.pcyc.org.
July 28-29 — YRA 2nd Half Opener. EYC, www.yra.org.
July 28-29 — Moseley Regatta. TYC, www.tyc.org.

 Aug. 2-5 — Flying Dutchman NAs. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
 Aug. 4 — YRA-WBRA #7. BYC, www.yra.org.
 Aug. 4 — YRA #3 (short course). RYC, www.yra.org.
 Aug. 4-5 — BAYS #5/Summer Splash. EYC, www.bayarea-
youthsailing.com.
 Aug. 4-5 — 49er PCCs. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.

Aug. 5 — Gracie & George Regatta, a co-ed doublehanded 
race featuring 'Gracie' on the helm. EYC, www.eyc.org.

Aug. 5 — Jack & Jill Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
 Aug. 6-7 — El Toro Worlds at Pinecrest. Info, www.eltoro
yra.org.
 Aug. 6-10 — Chubb U.S. Junior Championships for the 
Sears Cup, Bemis Trophy and Smythe Trophy. SFYC/TYC, 
www.sfyc.org and www.tyc.org.
 Aug. 11 — YRA-OYRA Approach Buoys. Info, www.yra.
org.
 Aug. 11-12 — Franks Tract Regatta. Andreas Cove YC 
(Owl Harbor), www.andreascoveyc.org.
 Aug. 12 — Summer Series #3 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth. 
Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
 Aug. 12 — Baxter Judson #5. PresYC, www.presidio
yachtclub.org.

Aug. 21-26 — America's Cup World Series Season Two 
kicks off on San Francisco Bay, as AC45s take on one of the 
area's most challenging sailing months. See www.americas
cup.com for details.

 Summer Beer Can Regattas

 BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 7/13, 7/27, 
8/10, 8/24, 9/7. Matt Schuessler, (925) 785-2740 or race@
bbyc.org.

BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB — Summer Monday Night Mad-
ness: 7/23, 8/13, 8/20, 9/3, 9/17, 9/24 (make-up). Arjan 
Bok, (415) 310-8592 or bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.
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West Marine
PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee SSaaiilliinngg MMuullttii-TTooToTToT ooll
Here’s the one item of personal gear you’ll find yourself reaching for
time after time. Made for us by SOG, it features amarlinespike for undo-
ing jammed knots and a partrtr ially serrated sheepsfoot blade to quickly
cut through tough lines. In addition, it’s got pliers, a wire cuttttt er,r,r crimper,r,r
flat and phillips head screwdrivers, files and even a bottttt le opener.r.r Geared
jaws provide compound leverage for maximum power.r.r All stainless
construction. Includes a lanyard loop and ballistic nylon belt pouch.

Model 11001591 69.99

Pocket,
Rock-It!

Visit our stores! For the location nearest you,
or to shop 24/4/4 7/7/ , go to wwwww wwww .westmarine.com



Quantum iQ™ Technology has not only proven itself at the 
grand prix level of racing, it's also proven that racers at every 
level can get more satisfaction and enjoyment out of their sport 
than ever before.

The computational power of Quantum’s iQ Technology® allows 
Quantum to custom design sails for every type of sailor and every 
sailing condition. Sails that will make your boat sail closer to the 
wind with reduced heel and less sail handling. 

And provide more of the pure joy of sailing. 

This technology was once only available to those with unlimited 
budgets. Now you just need the desire to bring out the best in 
yourself, and your boat.

We can help you get ready for the Rolex Big Boat Series. 
Call us today!

w w w . q u a n t u m s a i l s . c o m

Order SailS NOw fOr The rOlex Big BOaT SerieS
c a l l  Q u a n t u m  S a n  F r a n c i S c o  at  5 1 0 . 2 3 4 . 4 3 3 4

follow us:

quantum san Francisco
1230 BrickyArd cove | PT richmoNd, cA 94801

Tel: 510-234-4334
SANfrANciSco@QuANTumSAilS.com

lOfT hOurS: moNdAy – fridAy 9Am – 5Pm
eveNiNgS or weekeNdS By APPoiNTmeNT.

wHat’s Your iq?

it takes more than just blood, sweat and tears to win a race.  
Sometimes it takes the perfect iQ. 
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BENICIA YC — Thursday nights: 7/12-8/23, 9/6-9/27. 
Grant, (510) 230-3649 or harlessgrant@sbcglobal.net.
 BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night through 9/28. Paul 
Kamen, (510) 540-7968 or pk@well.com.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. 
Info, racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
 CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night through 9/7. Mi-
chael, racing@cyc.org.

COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through 
10/17. George Suppes, (650) 921-4712 or regatta@cpyc.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Summer Twilight Series: 
7/13, 7/27, 8/10, 8/24, 9/14. Susan, rearcommodore@enci-
nal.org.

FOLSOM LAKE YC — Every Wednesday night through 
9/26. Info, www.fl yc.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 6/29, 7/13, 7/27, 
8/10, 8/24. Gary, (916) 363-4566 or gsalvo@pacbell.net

ISLAND YC — Summer Island Nights on Fridays: 7/20, 8/3, ISLAND YC — Summer Island Nights on Fridays: 7/20, 8/3, ISLAND YC
8/17, 9/7, 9/21. John, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.

LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday 
night through late September. Will Anderson, (678) 517-
6578.

LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night through 
9/27. Dan Clark, www.lwsailing.org.

LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night through LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night through LAKE YOSEMITE SA
8/23. Tom Cooke, tcookeatty1@yahoo.com.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, every 
Wednesday night through 10/3. Garth Hobson, (831) 915-
7020 or turbogarth@hotmail.com.

OAKLAND YC — Wednesday night Sweet 16 Series  
7/18-9/5. John, (510) 366-1476 or j_tuma@comcast.net.

RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 7/11, 7/18, 7/25, 
8/1, 8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29, 9/5, 9/19. Eric Arens, (510) 
841-6022 or ericarens@comcast.net.
 ST. FRANCIS YC — Wednesday Night Series: 8/1-8/29. 
Thursday Night Kiting Series: 7/12, 7/26, 8/2, 8/16, 8/30, 
9/13. Friday Night Windsurfi ng Series: 6/29, 7/13, 7/27, 8/3, 
8/17, 8/31, 9/14. Robbie Dean, (415) 563-6363 or racemgr@
stfyc.com.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays through 10/31. 
Corinthian sailing every Friday night: 5/4-8/24. Info, (831) 
425-0690 at scyc@scyc.org.
 SANTA ROSA SC — Twilight Series every Monday through 
8/6. Info, www.santarosasailingclub.org.
 SAUSALITO YC — Summer Sunset Series on Tuesday 
nights: 7/24, 8/7, 8/21, 9/4, 9/18. Dave Borton, (415) 302-
7084 or race@sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/10. 
John Graves, (408) 306-1408 or www.sequoiayc.org.

SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Laser racing SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Laser racing SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER
(BYOB) every Wednesday night through October. South Bay 
Cup Windsurfi ng Series on Monday nights through July. Info, 
(650) 965-7474.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 7/6, 7/20, 7/27, SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 7/6, 7/20, 7/27, SOUTH BEACH YC
8/3, 8/17, 8/24. Info, rearcommodore@southbeachyc.org.

STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night: 6/6-8/29. 
Patrick Felten, (209) 518-6371 or regatta11@stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Beer Can Series 7/11-
8/29. Dan Hauserman, (530) 581-4700 or dan@ilovetahoe.
com. Monday Night Laser Series: 5/28-8/27. Rick Raduziner, 
(530) 583-6070 or raduziner@sbcglobal.net.

TIBURON YC — Every Friday night through 8/31. Ian 
Matthew, race@tyc.org or (415) 883-6339.race@tyc.org or (415) 883-6339.race@tyc.org
 TREASURE ISLAND SAILING CENTER — Laser & Van- TREASURE ISLAND SAILING CENTER — Laser & Van- TREASURE ISLAND SAILING CENTER
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Fine
Grind!

TeTeT lescopes
from 7" to 10"

West Marine
Speed Shift Winchh HHanddlle
Now you don’t need to invest in new two-speed winches to get both
speed and power from the same winch. Our Speed Shift Winch Handle
telescopes from 7 inches long for speed, to 10 inches long for added
leverage and more grinding power.r.r Its free-spinning ball bearing han-
dle reduces frictional losses, so more of your effortrtr goes right to the
winch. Bult from strong, lightweight aluminum, it’s backed by a
Lifetime Warranty. The locking stud fits virtrtr ually all of today’s winches.
Simply brilliant!

Model 5731575 49.99

Visit our stores! For the location nearest you,
or to shop 24/4/4 7/7/ , go to wwwww wwww .westmarine.com



YACHT BROKERAGE - SALES & SERVICE WWW.JK3YACHTS.COM

2007  70’  CNB70
BLEU D’AQUATAINE   $3,200,000

2006  65’  J/Boats J/65
M A I T R I   $2,100,000

2011 47’ Kernan Custom
K A T A N A   $1,700,000 

2007 44’ MOCHI Dolphin 44
C A T I V O  $589,000

2007 37’ HANSE 370epoxy
DRAGONFLY  $167,000

SAN DIEGO, CA
Je� Brown

Je�@jk3yachts.com
619.709.0697

SAN DIEGO, CA
Kenyon Martin

Kenyon@jk3yachts.com
858.775.5937

ALAMEDA, CA
Art Ball

Art@jk3yachts.com
510.227.2100

 ALAMEDA, CA
Chris Corlett

Chris@jk3yachts.com
510.914.1073

1999  41’  J/Boats J/125
AUNT JESSIE  $259,000

2007  40’  J/Boats J/124
FORGIVENESS  $250,000

2002 35’  J/Boats J/105
KAEALAIKAHIKI  $92,500

Available NOW

DEALERS FOR: 

2006 43’ Oyster 43 LD
VARUNA  $650,000

SOLD, SOLD, SOLD-WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY LISTING, CALL US TO SELL YOUR BOAT !

NEWPORT BEACH, CA
Je�@jk3yachts.com

kenyon@jk3yachts.com
619.224.6200

All New BACK COVE 30

2005  43’  J/Boats J/133
PICANTE  $350,000

SAN DIEGO, CA
Jack Lennox

Jack@jk3yachts.com
201.572.3881

I n - A L A M E D A

S A I L . . . . . . . . 
2000 53’   J/160
96/09 41’  J/125
1998 41‘   J/120
2007 40’  Delphia 40
2002 40‘  C&C 121
2000 38’  Catalina 380
2005 36’  Beneteau 36.7
2001 35‘  J/105
2007 33’  Cross Current
2001 32‘  J/32
2001 32’  J/32
2005 30’  Columbia 30
P O W E R. . . . . . . . 
2013 48’  SABRE 48 SE
2008 44‘   Renzo Coupe
2009 30’   RAIDER RIB 9m

S O L D
S O L D
S O L D
S O L D
$215K
$122K
S O L D
S O L D
$179K
$115K
$104K

$60K

C A L L
$549K

$59K

I n - A L A M E D A
2002 36’ Sydney 36 Sports

FINS  $170,000

I n - A L A M E D A I n - A L A M E D A
2004 38’ TRUE NORTH

NORMA JEAN  $285,000

I n - A L A M E D A
2000 40’ SABRE 402
CYGNUS  $295,000

2008 40’ King / Summit 40
SOOZAL REDUCED  $539,000

Arrives August

2012 SABRE 38 SE Pod Drive 

Available NOW

I n - A L A M E D A
2012 SABRE 426 MkII 2012 Hanse 415 

Arrives August

Join us at the Alameda office Saturday
July 14th for our Grand Opening Celebration



CALENDAR

guard 15 racing every Thursday Night through 9/13, spon-
sored by Svendsen's. Vanguard 15 fl eet: Al Sargent, (415) 
742-1430, www.vanguard15.org. Laser fl eet: Nick Burke, 
(415) 601 7483, www.d24.laserforum.org.
 VALLEJO YC — Every Wednesday night through 9/26. 
Tom Ochs, fl eetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises. 
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July Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
6/30Sat 0319/-0.6 1024/4.1 1442/2.4 2113/6.8
7/01Sun 0411/-1.1 1124/4.5 1542/2.5 2206/6.9
7/04Wed 0634/-1.5 1346/5.2 1829/2.3

HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
7/07Sat 0218/5.7 0843/-0.4 1550/5.5 2121/2.1
7/08Sun 0311/5.1 0926/0.2 1631/5.5 2225/1.9
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
7/14Sat 0328/0.4 1037/4.0 1442/2.9 2053/5.9
7/15Sun 0410/0.1 1123/4.2 1532/2.9 2136/6.0

HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
7/21Sat 0101/5.9 0731/-0.3 1438/5.2 1945/2.2
7/22Sun 0146/5.6 0807/-0.1 1511/5.4 2036/2.0
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
7/28Sat 0204/0.0 0913/4.1 1327/2.7 2001/6.6
7/29Sun 0305/-0.4 1019/4.4 1436/2.7 2100/6.7

July Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max 
6/30Sat  0128/4.8E 0536 0839/3.6F
 1155 1404/2.2E 1714 2011/3.0F
 2304
7/01Sun  0225/5.3E 0629 0936/4.1F
 1253 1505/2.3E 1811 2107/3.2F
 2357
7/04Wed 0140 0458/5.9E 0854 1158/4.7F
 1516 1736/3.0E 2048 2339/3.4F
7/07Sat  0118/3.0F 0411 
0715/4.6E
 1105 1405/3.8F 1723 1953/3.1E
 2331
7/08Sun  0211/2.6F 0505 0801/3.8E
 1148 1448/3.3F 1805 2040/3.1E
7/14Sat  0121/3.5E 0539 0852/2.7F
 1148 1403/1.3E 1716 1008/2.0F
 2253
7/15Sun  0213/3.8E 0624 0938/3.0F
 1238 1455/1.5E 1803 2053/2.2F
 2338
7/21Sat  0010/2.9F 0300 
0613/4.8E
 0954 1254/3.8F 1615 1845/3.3E
 2202
7/22Sun  0054/2.9F 0344 
0655/4.5E
 1027 1330/3.7F 1649 1928/3.5E
 2250
7/28Sat  0003/4.3E 0419 0722/3.0F
 1038 1240/1.7E 1552 1852/2.5F
 2147

Mighty
Mite!

West Marine
VVVHHHFFF888555
Handheld VHF
AtAtA less than 5" tall and 2 ½" wide, this rugggged, submersible radio fits
easily into a pocket. YeYeY t it’s got all the features and functions of most
larger radios, including Dual-Watch and Triple-Watch scanning, a big,
bright LCD display and backlit control keys and 5 watts of transmit
power.r.r It also has an advanced Lithium-ion battery that delivers 11
hours of continuous power per charge. The chassis is tough die-cast
aluminum, yet the radio weighs just 10.2 oz. Comes with AC and DC
chargers, belt clip and wrist strap. Three-year waterproof warranty.

Model 11954328 119.99

Visit our stores! For the location nearest you,
or to shop 24/4/4 7/7/ , go to wwwww wwww .westmarine.com



Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron
Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS
www.OutboundYachts.com

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling 

applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tains its shape over a longer life than any sailcloth we've ever 

offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran® 
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® fi lm. And you can be 

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the 
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood 

hallmark for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft, 

tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Free Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro   (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com



LETTERS

⇑⇓RAMMSTEIN OUGHT TO DO THE TRICK
 We hear about whales colliding with sailboats, racing and 
cruising, all the time. Has anyone thought of making a sys-
tem that would alert whales to a boat's presence so they can 
avoid the boats? Whales use calls to communicate between 
themselves, so maybe there is a call or sound that could 
be played through an underwater speaker that they would 
interpret as an obnoxious nautical car horn? Maybe even at 
a frequency humans can’t hear, but whales can. Sort of like 
dog whistles.

Steve Haas
Tesa, Catalina 42

San Jose

Steve — There is a defi nite need for such a product, as 
just last month Max Young of the Sacramento-based Perry 

47 Refl ections, hav-
ing completed a 12-
year circumnaviga-
tion, had a collision 
with a whale off 
the coast of Baja. 
In  th is  month 's 
Sightings you can 
read the details of 
how Reflect ions
went down and the 
singlehander was 
rescued. But just so 
everybody under-

stands, collisions between boats and whales along the coast 
of Mexico, as well as many other places in the world, are by 
no means an unusual occurrence.
 As we recall, there was quite a bit of experimenting 10 to 20 
years ago with the concept of blasting music or horns through 
boat hulls to warn whales of their approach. To our knowledge 
none of them proved successful. It's a pity, because we'd have 
bought one right away. However, that hasn't stopped people 
from playing music as loud as they can when they see whales 
around in the hope it will drive them away. Usually people play 
the music that they personally fi nd to be the most obnoxious, 
apparently believing that cetaceans have the same musical 
tastes as they do.

⇑⇓RACING, NUMBER ONE IN PROMOTING SAFETY
 We weren't totally surprised by the Coast Guard's tempo-
rary suspension of ocean races outside the Gate, but we are 
very concerned that this could wind up hurting sailors more 
than it helps anybody. We have been sailing for 45 years, 
and we've enjoyed a number of laps around the Pacifi c on 
our Farr 44, Santa Cruz 52, and M&M 52 catamaran. While 
we learned to sail by trial and error, we learned virtually all 
we know about safety and boat preparedness by participat-
ing in ocean racing. Furthermore, the vast majority of that 
knowledge came from the San Francisco Bay ocean racing 
community. We’ve watched safety standards evolve through 
the years, and expect that to continue. In our view, organized 
ocean racing is hands-down the number one force in further-
ing boating safety.

Pete & Sue Wolcott
Kiapa Iti, Corsair Sprint 750

Hanalei, Kauai

 Pete and Susan — Although we realize that many sailors 
have no interest in racing, we're convinced it's almost certainly 
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Max Young was forced to abandon 'Refl ections' 
after sailing her around the world.

Customer Focused
Racing Sailors liked the alloy, needle-peened finish of our winches. 
Their only request was that they’d like it in black. The good news is 
we have it in black, grey and chromed bronze finish.

Cruising Sailors confirmed they 
want a proven quality winch that 
could be serviced without any 
tools, they wanted to be able 
to put the winch together 
themselves, and they also 
wanted a reliable and 
predictable grip.

With many sailors only 
chartering boats for 
a few days a year, 
safety is key in any 
new developments. We 
have included some simple 
safety features; the direction arrow which 
means all your crew load the line on (feed) the winch correctly 
and a flush top, both make sailing more fun for the entire family.

Lewmar has fused its 
legendary quality with state 

of the art technology to 
offer the most advanced 

winch range ever; the EVO.

Lewmar believes in evolution 
not revolution – We 

have been evolving and 
improving winch technology 

for almost half a century.

have included some simple 
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the best training for cruising.

⇑⇓TELLING IT LIKE IT IS
 Commodore Tompkins was spot-on in his June issue com-
ments on the cause of the Low Speed Chase tragedy. Back Low Speed Chase tragedy. Back Low Speed Chase
in the '60s, when our family raced our Cal 25 around the 
Farallones, we actually looked at the chart and knew not to 
go into shallow water.
 If you look at the aerial view of Low Speed Chase on the Low Speed Chase on the Low Speed Chase
rocks, you see they had no business going where they went. 
They were sailing up the east side of the island, not just try-
ing to round the windward end of the island. As far as I'm 
concerned, it was a tragic example of bad judgment and a 
lack of experience. Like Commodore, I think it's important 
that you tell it like it is, and not sugar coat it.

Christopher Corlett
Split Water, Beneteau First 10R

Richmond YC

 Readers — For the record, Chris Corlett has been one of 
the best helmsmen on the Bay and in the ocean. We agree 
that it's important to 'tell it like it is', and to us that means that 
the crew of Low Speed Chase sailed her into waters that were 
too shallow for the size of the seas that day, and therefore 
put themselves in the situation where what could happen did 
happen.
 But as we said last month, they certainly aren't the only 
ones who have done it, either by intent or by not paying close 
enough attention to the depthsounder and charts. For instance, 
we recently spoke with Jonathan Livingston of the Wylie 38 Punk 
Dolphin, who has raced around the Farallones countless times, 
to say nothing of racing to Hawaii and cruising across the Pa-
cifi c. He told us that during one Farallones Race, when the seas 
weren't as big as on the day of this year's Crewed Farallones 
Race, he followed a course that wasn't so different from that of 
Low Speed Chase. The water depth went from 80 feet to 60 feet 
to 24 feet, at which point he still wasn't worried. But he was 
shocked to see the depthsounder suddenly read 12 feet, so he 
quickly headed up and into deeper water. The interesting thing 
is that he said even when he was in just 12 feet of water, there 
were other boats even closer to shore than his.
 It's a little off-topic, but we nonetheless thought it was inter-
esting that Corlett's family raced a humble Cal 25 around the 
Farallones. We suspect that many of today's younger sailors 
wouldn't have any interest in racing such a small and slow boat 
in the Gulf of the Farallones, and that a lot of people wouldn't 
think they were safe in the ocean. But such boats were common 
for members of the Midget Ocean Racing Association (MORA) in 
the '60s and '70s. As Corlett remembers, not only would they 
race boats such as Ranger 23s and 26s and Cal 20s, 24s, 2-24s, 
25s, 28s and 30s in the often-nasty Gulf of the Farallones, they 
would race them in the annual MORA Long Distance Race, which 
often took them as far down the coast as San Diego and even 
Ensenada. We can remember one year when the MORA fl eet 
was hit by 18 or so hours of 45-knot winds.

⇑⇓WHEN COMMODORE SPEAKS, SHUT UP AND LISTEN
 I was very disappointed with Latitude's editorial response to 
June's letter from Warwick 'Commodore' Tompkins regarding 
the lessons to be learned from the Low Speed Chase tragedy. Low Speed Chase tragedy. Low Speed Chase
Just so you know, I'm not a friend of Commodore's, nor do 
I know him personally. I have, however, raced against him 
many times. And I know one local sailor who owes his life to 
Commodore for an act of seamanship which would be diffi -
cult to believe had I not heard it from the mouth of the man 
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Commodore rescued. Commodore's sailing resume is easy to 
fi nd, and should be taken into account when evaluating his 
comments.
 By 'taken into account', I mean that it should be obvious 
that when Commodore Tompkins comments on a seaman-
ship issue, the better part of wisdom would be to shut up 
and listen. I agree with Latitude's general "there but for the 
grace of God go I" outlook on the Low Speed Chase incident, Low Speed Chase incident, Low Speed Chase
and I would be surprised if all of us have not luckily escaped 
the consequences of a bad decision on the water from time 
to time. Hopefully, we will all continue to be lucky and safe. 
We tend to make our own luck though, and I think we will all 
have better results if we pay attention when wisdom presents. 
It is not a matter of hindsight, but a matter of foresight.

Brian Ebert, Crew
Absolute Saidee, Wylie 33

Alameda

 Brian — With all due respect, our editorial comment in no 
way contradicted Commodore's point, and we like to think it 
added something to the discussion — specifi cally that a lot of 
us have not always followed Commodore's advice. (Including, 
we suspect, even Commodore.) Apparently Commodore agreed 
with us, for in an addendum to another letter he recently sent 
us, he wrote: "My congratulations on Latitude's handling of the 
Low Speed Chase aftermath."
 For the record, we've been a friend of Commodore's for more 
than three decades. We've sailed with him now and then, lent 
him our fi rst Olson 30 so he could take his then-girlfriend on a 
February doublehanded cruise from San Francisco to Cabo San 
Lucas, and even though he wouldn't want anyone to know it, 
actually had him do a Ha-Ha with us. After later doing a Baja 
Bash with Profl igate, he gave us, in addition to his bill, one 
of our most prized possessions — a two-page, single-spaced 
typed letter listing the many reasons that Profl igate is a terrible 
boat and that the only sensible thing for us to do is to sell her 
immediately. If our old friend Commodore were only a little 
more opinionated, he'd be damn near perfect.

⇑⇓STAGGERING LOSS OF LIFE
 It was while here in Auckland that I read the 'Lectronic 
about the Coast Guard's temporarily suspending ocean 

racing off San 
Francisco. Hav-
ing spent 20 sec-
onds on Google, 
I discovered that 
"369,629 people 
died on Amer-
ica's roads be-
tween 2001 and 
2009." Given the 
Coast Guard's 
response to the 
trag ic  deaths 
on  Ap r i l  14 , 
shouldn't all au-

tomobile driving be suspended until a full investigation of 
the cause of deaths has been completed? For a country that 
describes itself as "home of the brave and the land of the 
free," the reaction by your Coast Guard is a little, shall we 
say, over the top.

Dean Wallis
Weta, KP 44

Auckland, New Zealand
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 Dean — That the U.S. has done so little to reduce the stagger-
ing number of deaths from automobile accidents is inexplicable 
to us, particularly since the number could be reduced dramati-
cally by, oh, enforcing speed limits, give or take 10 miles an 
hour, requiring people to signal when changing lanes, and not 
giving people licenses after their fi fth DUI. The difference is that 
deaths from yacht racing are the result of an activity pursued 
for pleasure, while the automobile deaths are acceptable col-
lateral damage in the pursuit of the American Dream.
 "Land of the free and home of the brave?" Nearly 200 years 
after Francis Scott Key wrote that line in a poem, the United 
States is a very different place. The fatuous legal industry has 
made sure that nobody is responsible for the consequences of 
their actions any longer, and indeed, the more stupid and more 
irresponsible the behavior, the more it seems to be rewarded. 
We're not saying that there are a lot better places in the world 
than the United States, but given all the monumental advan-
tages we Americans of current generations have had, it's pa-
thetic that this is the best we've been able to do as a society.

⇑⇓HIGHLY NEGLIGENT WRITING?
 The Low Speed Chase incident was a tragedy from two Low Speed Chase incident was a tragedy from two Low Speed Chase
perspectives. It was unfortunate that large waves hit the boat 
and caused several crewmembers to be knocked overboard, 
and more waves hit the boat and capsized her.
 What is potentially a tragedy of major proportion is that 
the race committee and San Francisco YC did not stop the 
race when a mayday call was issued. After all, there were mayday call was issued. After all, there were mayday
almost 60 boats out there. Race offi cials should have asked 
the boats in the area around Low Speed Chase to drop their Low Speed Chase to drop their Low Speed Chase
sails immediately, turn on their motors, and using caution, 
try to pick up victims in the water. Instead they focused on 
keeping the race going. The race offi cials and yacht club acted 
in a highly negligent manner.
 Having been in marine search and rescue, it's my feeling 
that the other boats in the race had a better chance of saving 
lives than the later-arriving Coast Guard SAR team.

Leslie Kerner
Planet Earth

 Leslie — If a letter could be described as "highly negligent," 
in our opinion it would be yours. Let's start with some basic 
facts. First, there were nowhere near 60 boats in the race, let 
alone in the area of the Farallones at the time of the tragedy, 
as many had dropped out. Second, what do you think the race 
committee inside the Bay should have used to communicate 
with the race fl eet, smoke signals? Having been in marine SAR, 
you surely know that the Farallones are beyond VHF range.
 And what do you think the race committee, inside the Bay, 
knew about what was going on out at the Farallones immedi-
ately after Low Speed Chase went on the rocks? They knew 
nothing. The fi rst to see Low Speed Chase on the rocks, Jim 
Quanci and the crew of his Cal 40 Green Buffalo, immediately 
determined it would have been suicidal to try to approach the 
scene of the accident. Keep in mind that they — along with 
everybody else — had no idea if the crew of Low Speed Chase 
even needed help or if they'd made it safely ashore or gotten 
off on other boats.
 The fi rst people to have any real idea of what was going on 
at the Farallones were the Coast Guard, as they got fi rst-hand 
accounts from the surviving crew of Low Speed Chase. Coast 
Guard Search & Rescue are trained professionals with the best 
assets for such situations, and they were the only ones who 
knew what other assets would be available for the search. 
Furthermore, they were the only ones who could communicate 

Authorized Suzuki sales and service center

Marine Repair and Installation Specialist
Full Service Shop with Dockside Access

400 Harbor Drive, Sausalito, CA 94965

(415) 332-3507
www.betamarinewest.com
www.hirschfeldyacht.com

Oil ChangeOil Change
PumpPump

Fuel OilFuel Oil
FilterFilter

Fuel Lift Fuel Lift 
PumpPump

Model Shown BV1505 37.5 HPModel Shown BV1505 37.5 HP

Lube OilLube Oil
FilterFilter

Raw WaterRaw Water
PumpPump

Dip StickDip Stick

2 – 300 hp
available

Hirschfeld McCormack & Rifkin Yacht Sales
(877) 589-6030 • (415) 279-9886

www.hmryachtsales.com

Beta Marine distributor

Engine distribution…from San Diego to Seattle
Engineered to be serviced easily!

  Certifi ed technicians

This San Juan 38 defi nes beauty and elegance in a yacht. 
She stands out wherever she is even amongst multi-
million-dollar yachts. Attention to detail defi nitely shows
when they built her from the bow to the stern. She
features a fl ip-up step that makes a walk-thru transom
for easy boardings when she's backed into the dock.
  If you're looking for elegance and some of the fi nest crafts-
manship, it's worth your time to come see the Seadrift III. She 
is the perfect yacht from which to view the America's Cup.

LOCATED AT OUR DOCKS IN SAUSALITO



Watch GripX3 
in action

bit.ly/GRIPX12
sperrytopsider.com/gripx3

 In shifting winds. Over big waves. 
Under tricky conditions. 

Sperry Top-Sider introduces GripX3 Technology,™ a 
patent-pending innovation that provides sailors ultimate 

traction through lab-proven and athlete-tested footwear 
technologies. Regardless of conditions or boat surface, GripX3 

grabs and grips for a more confi dent sailing experience.
+ Hydro-Grip™ Rubber: Delivers 

maximum on-deck traction with Sperry’s 
stickiest outsole ever  

+ Adaptive Wave Siping:™ Disperses water 
underfoot to reduce slippage on wet/dry surfaces

+ Sperry Top-Deck 360:™ Integrated rubber outsole and 
upper provide all-around grip and performance

US athlete Anna Tunnicliffe 
provided valuable input 
into the development of 
GripX3 Technology.

July, 2012  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 27



LETTERS

Page 28  •  Latitude 38  •  July, 2012

effectively with other rescue resources. Given these facts, it 
would have been idiotic for the race committee to call the rescue 
shots. If having the other boats join in the search had been a 
good idea, the Coast Guard would have called for it.
 What small lake did you do marine SAR on? We ask, be-
cause you obviously don't appreciate how inferior a sailboat 
in 30 knots of wind and big seas is as a search vehicle when 
compared to a helicopter and other aviation resources. As far 
as we're concerned, your suggested course of action would 
have been a recipe for even more lives being lost.
 As for your accusation that the race committee "focused" on 
continuing the race, we'd like to know precisely what you mean 
by that, and by the implication that continuing the race was 
more important to members of the race committee than were 
the lives of fellow sailors, many of whom they knew personally. 
We think you owe the race committee an apology for such a 
reckless charge.
 As readers might imagine, we received a number of what 
we considered to be strange letters following the Low Speed 
Chase tragedy. One woman insisted that we report on the 
number of sea lions and birds that died as a result of the Coast 
Guard's rescue efforts. We assume that, in her value system, 
it would have been preferable to let the entire crew die just so 
no birds or sea lions would have been hurt, even though we 
know of no evidence that any sea lions or birds were so much 
as inconvenienced. Another reader was furious with the Coast 
Guard, saying that they knew about the race and should have 
had rescue resources at the ready all along the course. He 
suggested that there was "plenty of money in the sailing com-
munity" to fund such efforts. As if from now on all boats racing 
in the ocean should be shadowed by a fully crewed and fully 
equipped Coast Guard motor lifeboat.

⇑⇓"NICE BOAT. HOW MANY LICKS IS SHE?"
 How come the current America's Cup boats are referred to 
as 72-ft cats? Are the organizers trying to be retro? Most of 
the United States has converted to the metric system in lieu 
of a system that was based on the length of a king's arm. In 

prior America's Cups we had 
the 12 Meters, so why not 
22-meter cats?
 By the way, the United 
States is the only industri-
alized nation that uses the 
international foot.

Jack Gill
Azure-Te`, Ron Holland 43

Currently in Mazatlan, 
Mexico

 Jack — The 12 Meter class 
would not be a good example 
for your point, because as you 
probably know they are 65 to 
75 feet long, not 12 meters — 
or about 36 feet — long. Boats 
in the class have to comply 
with a formula that takes into 

account their waterline, girth, and sail area, with the result not 
exceeding 12 meters.
 In was in the 12th century that King Henry I of England 
fi xed the distance of a yard as being that from his nose to 
the thumb of his outstretched arm. A foot, on the other hand, 
used to be 11-1/42 inches long, then the length of the average 
man's foot. Given that the America's Cup is going to be sailed 

Interestingly, the AC72 Class Rule 
specifi cally states "the metric sys-
tem shall be used for all measure-
ments" on the boats.
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in cats, we think it would be most appropriate if their length 
were described in licks — which was the old Greek measure-
ment for the distance from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the 
index fi ngers. As in '180-Lick America's Cup Cats'.
 By the way, if the United States has "mostly moved to the 
metric system," we somehow missed the press release.

⇑⇓STILL IN LOVE AFTER ALL THESE YEARS
  I thought I'd let you know that a 66-year-old guy and 
his 36-year-old boat are still enjoying their 'marriage'. Yes, 
WindWalker, my faithful Islander 28, and I are celebrating 
our 30th anniversary this year. I purchased the beautiful 
little Bob Perry-designed boat in Oxnard in '82 when she 
was six years old, and brought her north to Santa Cruz two 

years later when my 
name came up for a 
slip.
    WindWalker has WindWalker has WindWalker
never let me down 
in the hundreds of 
times we have been 
out and, given her 
age, is still pretty 
spry. In the last 
four Big Brothers/
Big Sisters Day on 
the Bay races on 

Monterey Bay that we participated in, WindWalker has taken WindWalker has taken WindWalker
fi rst in class two times, second once, and a seventh. (The 
latter was because I thought the starting gun was the fi ve-
minute gun.)
     Latitude 38, KPIG radio, and watching the Giants on 
television — all three bring new meaning to the expression 
'the best things in life are free'.

Van Tunstall
WindWalker, Islander 28

Santa Cruz, California

 Van — Congratulations!

⇑⇓OLD GUYS RULE!
 I went to Sebastopol last weekend and met with Dick Ne-
wick, the Hall of Fame multihull designer. We talked about 
various things, mostly multihull-related. As we drove to 
breakfast in Occidental, he mentioned that he has an offshore 

passage coming up. 
He's going to Hawaii 
to meet the owner 
of Traveller, one of 
his 50-ft trimaran 
designs, and help 
him sail her back 
to San Francisco 
where she is to be 
sold. One interest-
ing thing is that the 
owner, who will be 
bringing the boat 
up from Fiji, has 

mostly singlehanded the big tri and never had more than one 
other crew. The other is that the owner is 76 years old, so 
when you combine that with Newick's 86 years, the average 
age of the crew will be 81.
 I think Newick — who despite his advanced age is still 
sharp, funny and interesting — would make a great subject 
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Van and 'WindWalker' have had a long and 
prosperous relationship.
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for a Latitude article.Latitude article.Latitude
Nate Cutler

Oakland

 Nate — We do, too. Thanks for the suggestion.

⇑⇓YOUTH IS WASTED ON THE YOUNG
 I laughed out loud when I read about Dennis Connor cruis-
ing the docks of Antigua looking for a crew position on a boat 
for the Classic Regatta, and being snickered at by the young 
guns. Apart from wondering what the world has come to when 
a sailing icon isn't recognized immediately— let's face it, he 
was never a small man! — it made me feel damned old. In 
'70, I was one of the many lucky young sailors at San Diego 
YC whom Dennis took out for an afternoon of tuning on his 
Star. Let's see, that was 42 years ago! And yes, Ad Lib and I Ad Lib and I Ad Lib
are now members of the "Over 40" club.

Chris Waddell
Ad Lib, International 110

Sacramento

⇑⇓SURFING AND SAILING DREAMS
 I've been dreaming about doing the Ha-Ha since fi rst read-
ing Latitude 10 years ago. This year we're in! Our crew is made Latitude 10 years ago. This year we're in! Our crew is made Latitude
up of avid surfers, so we're wondering how we can maximize 
our surfi ng opportunities on our way to Cabo.

Dennis Nespor
Serenity Now, Catalina 36 Mk II

Dana Point

 Dennis — You can begin the day before the start of the Ha-
Ha by catching the waves at the break out by the Pt. Loma 
Lighthouse that are accessible only by boat.
 While there are breaks on the way to Turtle Bay — specifi -
cally at Isla Navidad and just north of Turtle Bay — probably 
the best thing to do is continue on to Turtle Bay and hook up 
with the local surfers for recommendations and transportation. 
That's what the young Ha-Ha surfers did last year, and they 
had a blast. 
 The coast curves east on the second leg of the Ha-Ha, so it's 
a bit out of the way to hit great spots in the so-called Middle 
Reach. But there's often great surf at the point at Bahia Santa 
Maria, the second stop of the Ha-Ha, and depending on the 
state of the tide, at the bar into the mangroves.
 All the surf spots at Cabo are well-known. But if you continue 
on toward the East Cape there are some terrifi c 'secret spots' 
that are accessible only by boat. We'd be killed if we told you 
where they are, but you'll be able to fi nd them.
 By the way, we're planning to have a Ha-Ha surf contest 
this year, hopefully to be held at the shorebreak at Bahia Santa 
Maria so everybody can watch from the bluff during the Beach 
Party. We're gonna need a few young gals to judge the guys, 
and a few guys to judge the gals. Since it's the Ha-Ha, no surf-
ing experience or knowledge will be necessary to be a judge.

⇑⇓CRUISING THROUGH GOO
 Several years ago I crewed for a friend moving his Hans 
Christian 38 to Puerto Vallarta. As we were making our way 
into Santa Barbara, I suddenly became aware that we were in 
a big pool of hydrocarbon. It smelled like kerosene and there 
was lots of it. It seemed to be two or three inches thick, and 
extended for as far as I could see.
 I attempted to report it to the Coast Guard, but we had only 
a handheld at the time, and couldn't reach them. I later tried 
to make calls to the local newspaper, and someone assured 
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me that it was a natural phenomenon, one that attracted lots 
of photographers because of how colorful it can be.
 Have you any experience or knowledge of that occur-
rence?
 Secondly, while out for a Sunday sail a couple of weeks 
ago, I noticed a signifi cant amount of fl otsam, large pieces of 
timber, etc. Is this stuff from Japan?

Bill Stapp
Sonrisa, Cal 2-34

Alameda

 Bill — The naturally-occurring oil seeps in the Santa Barbara 
Channel — the State Lands Commission says there are 1,200 of 
them — are world-famous because the one near Coal Oil Point 
is the biggest in the world. Coal Oil Point is just to the west of 

Isla Vista, the 
massive student 
community for 
UC Santa Bar-
bara in Goleta. 
Back in the day 
— meaning the 
late 1800s and 
ea r ly  1900s 
— there were 
thousands upon 
thousands of 
oil wells on the 
beaches from 
Gaviota as far 

east as Carpenteria, a distance of about 40 miles. It's estimated 
that about 55,000 barrels of oil seep into the Santa Barbara 
Channel waters each year. Experts say that's enough to fuel all 
the cars on the road in Santa Barbara County for 7.5 years.
 While the thickest concentration generally seems to be in 
the vicinity of two miles off Coal Oil Point, given the right wind 
and current the stuff can spread over wide areas of the Santa 
Barbara Channel. Indeed, half of the oil tar on Los Angeles 

County beaches comes from the 
Santa Barbara Channel — al-
though the amount of oil tar on 
the beaches of L.A. is miniscule 
compared to that on the beaches 
of Santa Barbara County. The 
latter beaches, particularly dur-
ing the summer, feature sticky 
tar patties every couple of feet.
 It's nasty stuff, no matter if 
you're a surfer who gets a patty 
stuck in your pubic hair just 
before a hot date, or if you're an 
innocent cruiser who fi nds gobs 
stuck all around your boat's 
waterline. Concentrations of it 

stink like crazy, so if you're passing close to shore during the 
night, we suggest you head directly offshore to try to get away 
from it.
 The tar in the Santa Barbara Channel reminds us of a funny 
World War II incident that has nothing to do with sailing, but 
is at least tangentially nautical. In the late '30s, Captain Kozo 
Nishino visited the Ellwood oil fi eld to take a load of oil onto his 
Japanese oil tanker. While walking with his crew to an offi cial 
welcoming ceremony ashore, Nishino stumbled into a patch of 
prickly pear cactus at what is now the fairway of the 9th hole 
of the Sandpiper Golf Course. Apparently some oil workers 
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One such oil seep off Gaviota.

A tar 'whip' that originated, not from an oil spill, but 
from a natural oil seep on the ocean fl oor.
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37' HUNTER LEGEND, 1989
Nice $52,500

39' FREYA, 1977
$49,900

43' GRAINGER RACING TRIMARAN
$119,000

39' ERICSON FLUSH DECK
Recent refi t $49,500

30' CANADIAN SAILCRAFT, 1985
$27,900

40' SEA RAY SEDAN BRIDGE, 1999
$129,500

41' NEWPORT CUTTER, 1981
$44,950

41 CT TA-CHAIO KETCH, 1974
Rich interior $65,000

43' COLVIN GAZELLE SCHOONER, 
1997  $44,900

35' AMUTHON STEEL SLOOP, 1964
Blue water $21,000

26' Wellcraft, '97, w/trailer ...............................19,900
28' Bayliner 2859 Ciera Express, '00,

ready for salmon ....................................29,900
30' Sea Ray Sundancer, '87 .............................24,500
31' Sea Ray 280 Sundancer, '05, 

2 new outdrives ......................................69,900
32' Grand Banks, '70, covered slip ...................39,000
36' Pacemaker fl ybridge sedan, '63, charming 19,800
37' C&L trawler aft cabin, '79 ..........................54,800
38' Chris-Craft Commander, '85 ......................69,900
38' Bayliner 3870 motor yacht, '84, diesels .....52,000
39' Sea Ray 390 Express, '89 ..........................32,500
42' Post sportfi sher, '75 ...................................82,500
48' Rampart, '69 ..............................................98,500

44' ROBERTS OFFSHORE STEEL 
CUTTER, 2000  $49,500
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thought the sight of the proud captain pulling cactus spines 
from his buttocks was hilarious. Their laughter is believed to 
have been the motivation behind the fi rst shelling of the U.S. 
mainland since the War of 1812.
 When World War II broke out a few years later, the proud 
Nishino returned to the site of his humiliation, but with subma-
rine I-17, not an impotent oil tanker. On the night of February 
23, 1942, just months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Nishino 
surfaced his sub and fi red between 16 and 25 rounds from 
the 5.5-inch deck gun at a pair of oil storage tanks near the 
infamous cactus patch. The sub's crew were terrible shots, with 
some shells landing in the water and others miles inland. There 
was a total of $500 worth of damage to a catwalk on one well. 
As much a braggart as he was prideful, Nishino sent a mes-
sage back to Tokyo saying that he had "left Santa Barbara in 
fl ames." Those of you who think we made up this improbable 
story, check out the historical marker at the Sandpiper Golf 
Course.
 As for the fl otsam and large pieces of timber you saw on 
a recent sail on the Bay, we think there's a greater chance 
that it came down the rivers from the Sierra than from Japan. 
Nevertheless, it's been confi rmed that solids from Japan — 
including a massive dock — have now started arriving on the 
West Coast. Edmund Scientifi cs carries Geiger counters ranging 
in price from $299 to the $899 professional model. You might 
want to buy a couple.

⇑⇓WE SHOULD LEAVE MORE THAN OUR GARBAGE
 The Dutch side of St. Martin's Simpson Bay Lagoon charges 
bridge fees and by-the-week anchoring fees — as you know 
so well. As a result, everybody just goes in through the Dutch 
side bridge and anchors on the French side of the lagoon. 

By doing this they 
don't pay a bridge fee, 
and just pay a one-
time clearing-in fee 
at Marina Royal. The 
French will sometimes 
try to charge boats for 
anchoring off Marigot, 
but they never charge 
for boats anchored in-
side the lagoon — and 
some of them never 
leave. St. Martin is 

very dependent on the yacht trade, and I would hate to have 
anyone to skip the island because of some offi cial's wrong-
headed decisions. The fees on the Dutch side are too high.
 On the other hand, most of these Eastern Caribbean is-
lands need the business, and reasonable charges for navigat-
ing their waters — including anchoring — are fi ne with me. 
The islands have nothing legal to sell but sun, sand, water 
and rum. We shouldn't begrudge their asking a reasonable 
fee for our enjoyment of them.
 I'm often appalled by cruisers who will casually spend a 
week's local wages on a hamburger in St. Barth, and then 
moan and groan about a cruising fee in dirt-poor Dominica. We 
really need to leave something ashore other than our garbage. 
By the way, when a West Indian applies for a visa to visit the 
U.S., he must travel to Barbados and pay a non-refundable 
$300 fee to apply for the visa. If the visa is denied, he gets 
nothing for the money.

Lance Batten
Queen Emma, Oyster 45

San Francisco Bay / Eastern Caribbean

Anchoring on the French side of Simpson 
Bay Lagoon would have entrapped us.
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Contact us today!
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 Lance — It's true that we could have gone through the bridge 
to the French side of Simpson Bay Lagoon and anchored there 
for free. The problem is that we're still working, so time is an 
extremely valuable commodity for us. Had we anchored inside 
the lagoon, we would have been held hostage by the fact there 
are no bridge openings after 7 p.m., and therefore we would 
not have been able to get back to work in St. Barth until the fol-
lowing afternoon. Having anchored outside the lagoon and paid 
the week-long fee for just one night, we were able to leave that 
night and show up for work the fi rst thing the next morning.
 We agree that it's important for cruisers to leave more than 
just garbage on the islands — and god knows we do. Over the 
years we've spent a fairly tall mountain of money on airfares, 
taxis, tips, ferries, hotel rooms, meals, boat parts, boatyards, 
gas and diesel, mechanics, outboards, infl atables, entry fees, 
medical care, sails, biminis, paint jobs, haulouts and much 
more. We've also lured lots of free-spending guests to the region 
who have left additional piles of money behind. As such, we 
get a little grumpy when we have to pay a week's rent for a 
night's stay, particularly since the Immigration and Customs 
folks on the Dutch side have routinely made life as miserable 
as possible for us when we've checked in or out, all our smiles 
and ass-kissing notwithstanding. We are, however, pleased to 
be able to report that the offi cials on the Dutch side of St. Martin 
were very pleasant this year, a remarkable reversal from the 
past.

⇑⇓COMPARING MOORAGES TO HOTELS
 Converting a daily or weekly anchoring fee into a 'per 
month' fee by multiplying by 30 seems, in my humble opinion, 
to be a stretch. After all, it seems that much of the admin-
istrative costs — paid staff taking your fee and signing you 
up — are about the same whether you stay a night or three 
months. It's just like your cable company's not letting you 
sign up for 24 hours of cable, let alone charging you 1/30th 
of the monthly fee. It's probably why your 'contract rate' for 
anchoring off Gustavia is so much lower than the other guy's 
monthly rate.
 P.S. Thanks for Latitude 38's being such a vibrant resource! Latitude 38's being such a vibrant resource! Latitude 38's
Don't even think of retirement, because you'd be bored.

Carl King
Kinship, Cascade 34

Palo Alto

 Carl — We think mooring charges are more analogous to hotel 
charges than phone rates. If you're only staying one night in 
a hotel, why should you be made to pay for a week? Suppose 
you visited a different island-country every night for a week, 
as you can in the Caribbean. You'd have to pay the equivalent 
of 49 nights of fees in just one week. Given the high fees for 
just a day's stay, and the fact that cruisers are often treated 
like crap by offi cials, it doesn't surprise us that so many cruis-
ers simply don't check in at all. Not that we'd ever do anything 
illegal like that.
 Thanks for the kind words about Latitude. We think of 
ourselves as being retired, we just keeping working 50 hours 
a week out of force of habit.

⇑⇓I CAN'T AFFORD THE FEES IN FLORIDA
 If you think that the anchoring fees in St. Martin are bad, 
you should check out the anchoring fees and restrictions in 
Florida. There has been a stink about them for a good while, 
and with good reason. I have a 26-ft sailboat that would be 
comfortable enough to wander the IntraCoastal Waterway 
for awhile, but the anchoring and marina fees along the East 
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Coast have convinced me that I can't afford to do it on my 
limited retiree budget.

Steve Fisher
Banana Split, Dawson 26

San Jose

⇑⇓CROATIAN CAUGHT TRYING TO DOUBLE DIP
 One evening we coasted into an almost deserted cove a few 
miles from Split, Croatia, and dropped the anchor in clear 
water on a patch of sand 20 feet down. Around sundown there 
was a knock on the hull of our cat. It was a friendly guy in 
a boat with some kind of Croatian ID, and he was asking us 
for money to anchor. At fi rst we were kind of fl abbergasted, 
since the cove was so secluded and there were hardly any 
buildings in view. But after a bit of back and forth in broken 
English and sign language, we agreed to pay a small sum. 
You know, help the local economy and so forth.
 Then it suddenly dawned on him that our boat was a 
catamaran. No joking, he tried to get us to pay the fee twice. 
Despite his good try, we held the line at the fi rst price. We 
heard other similar stories from cruisers along the coast of 
Croatia. Regardless, it is a beautiful coastline and the fees 
were sporadic and pretty cheap.

Joe Boyle
Zia, Switch 51

Puerto Aventuras

 Joe — There's at least one guy in Panama's San Blas Islands 
who has been charging a daily "tax" to anchor off his island. 
If you threaten not to pay it, he has a fi t. But it's not too much, 
so most cruisers cave.

⇑⇓BEAUTIFUL BUT NOT CHEAP
 While Nantucket is beautiful, you have to pay $74.38 a day 
to moor a 44-ft boat there. Oh, I think you get a free pump-
out with that.

Ron Bruno
Arion, Gozzard 44

New York

 Ron — By way of comparison, it costs $42 a night for a 
44-footer at Two Har-
bors, Catalina. And 
you have to leave the 
next morning by 8 
a.m. or pay for an-
other night.
 We know these 
prices seem very high, 
but sailors need to 
appreciate that most 
moorings are sea-
sonal. No matter if 
it's Nantucket, Roche 
Harbor, Catalina, or 

St. Barth, most moorings are empty eight months a year. 

⇑⇓NO WONDER SO MANY SAILORS HEAD FOR MEXICO
 Here in Texas, we have to pay a $90 fee every other year to 
use Galveston Bay and all the other bodies of water in Texas. 
That’s even if our boats are documented. And most marinas 
charge $2/ft for transients.

Fred H. Lowe
Too Much Fun, Endeavour 42

Kemah, TX

You'll pay a steep price to enjoy anchoring 
off picturesque Nantucket.
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⇑⇓COMPETING IN BUSINESS AND IN THE TOY WORLD?
 Having read the June 4 'Lectronic titled 'Racing/Cruising 'Lectronic titled 'Racing/Cruising 'Lectronic
Cat Coming to Bay', I didn't know that Tom Siebel, formerly 
of Siebel Systems, was into sailing. Guess it's the 'competing 
toy system' with Larry Ellison.

Harold Kallaway
San Anselmo

 Harold — We don't doubt that there's something of a rivalry 
between Siebel and Ellison. After all, Siebel was one of Oracle's 

most valuable exec-
utives starting in '84 
when Oracle had 
only 40 employees. 
In '90, Siebel came 
up with a software 
program he thought 
might be good for 
Oracle, but Larry 
passed. So Siebel 
took a leave of ab-
sence and started 
Siebel Systems in 
'93 with Patricia 

House. It was a smash success. The company was headquar-
tered in the tall building in front of the Emeryville Marina. In 
'05, Ellison's Oracle bought Siebel Systems for $5.8 billion. So 
yeah, we guess there would be a natural rivalry between Siebel 
and Ellison.
 We don't know Siebel, but before you get too snarky in your 
comments about him or his wealth, it's worth noting that the 
self-made one-time Idaho ranch hand has been consistently 
ranked as one of the world's top fi ve philanthropists. This de-
spite the fact that his estimated net worth ranks at or near that 
of the middle of Northern California's 50 or so billionaires.
 By the way, we recently heard that Siebel is having a 
monohull built, too.

⇑⇓WHICH MONTHS ARE THE BEST?
 I did the Ha-Ha in '07, and now am now thinking of return-
ing north to San Francisco from La Paz. Can you refer me to 
anyone who has done the Bash and would like to talk about 
the best weather windows and so forth?

Richard Mogford
Water Spirit, Pearson 36

San Francisco

 Richard — Doña de Mallorca, who has been the captain on 
Profl igate for about 10 Bashes, and who just left P.V. for San 
Diego on this year's Bash, says there is never a time when you 
can be sure to get a good weather window for the whole Bash. 
It's her understanding that the odds are better for more and 
longer weather windows in the summer and fall, which also 
happen to be hurricane season. She feels the worst odds for 
fi nding good and long weather windows are probably Janu-
ary through April. But that doesn't mean you can't luck into a 
great 10-day window in March, or that July will have any good 
weather windows at all.
 De Mallorca gets most of her weather info from Commander's 
Weather and Passage Weather. The forecasts are generally 
pretty reliable for two and maybe three days out. Beyond that, 
it's hard to put too much faith in the forecasts.

⇑⇓SPEAKING OF BASHES
 When I was in Mexico this winter I got an awful lot of 
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A sistership to Siebel's SIG45 'Vamanos' 
screaming off Cannes.
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SAUSALITO, CA 94965
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knowing looks from fellow cruisers whenever I mentioned I 
was planning to Bash back to the Bay Area in April. They 
were all polite and no one directly told me that I was nuts, 
but it did give me pause. However, due to a prolonged favor-
able weather window, I suspect my crew and I may have 
experienced one of the fastest and least painful April Baja 
bashes on record.
 After talking to Commander's Weather and getting a week's 
forecast of settled weather, we left Paradise Village in Nuevo 
Vallarta on the morning of April 15. We stopped just long 
enough in La Cruz, Cabo San Lucas, Turtle Bay and San Diego 
to refuel, reprovision, and deal with offi cial formalities. We 
arrived in Alameda 11 days later at midnight on April 25.
 We saw no more than 20 knots of wind, experienced less 
than a half-day of motoring into winds greater than 10 knots, 
and had enough favorable 10-15 knot winds to sail for about 
10% of the trip. We transited all the major capes — Falso, 
Cedros, Conception, and Sur — in the afternoon without 
problem, and we passed two of them — Cedros and Concep-
tion — while under sail.
 The day after we arrived, we went for a sail on the Bay so 
my crew could see the Bay and feel how the boat did in heavy 
breezes. It was a great trip for my crew and me, and we feel 
blessed to have received such favorable treatment from the 
weather gods.

Charley Eddy
Snug Harbor, Catalina 470 

Alameda

⇑⇓A PUNISHMENT TO FIT THE CRIME
 On page 71 of the May issue, you said that the Singlehanded 
TransPac record — 11d 10h 52m — was set by Stan Honey in 
'94 with his Cal 40 Illusion. But I believe Ray Thayer beat that 
in '96 with a time of 10 days, 22 hours, 53 minutes with the 
Open 60 Wild Thing.

Joseph Oster
Hanalei, Kauai

 Joseph — Our LaDonna Bubak made 
a mistake on that one. As punishment, 
she has to go to Kauai for a week start-
ing on July 7 and serve as the Assistant 
(to the) Race Chair of the Singlehanded 
TransPac.
 If anyone is going to break Thayer's 
record this year, Bubak thinks it will be 
young Alex Mehran aboard the Open 
50 Truth (ex-Pegasus). A product of 
the St. Francis YC Youth Program and 
a veteran offshore sailor, Mehran also 
plans to enter Truth in the Rolex Syd-
ney Hobart Yacht Race and later do the 

doublehanded Melbourne to Osaka Race. "He's a really nice 
guy, too," says Bubak.

⇑⇓A WAVE THAT WAS MORE WEIRD THAN SCARY
 We were sailing in from the Farallones last Thursday after-
noon with the wind blowing 18 knots and six-foot seas on our 
quarter. It was sunny, too. All of a sudden I saw this wave, 
which I estimated to be fi ve feet high, coming at us from dead 
ahead. I yelled for the person sunning herself on the forward 
deck to hang on, but the wave broke and soaked her.
 It wasn't scary, but it was weird. You'd think a single wave 
like that would have been caused by a boat wake, but we 
could see for miles and there were no other vessels in sight. 
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Ray Thayer holds the 
Singlehanded TransPac 
monohull record, not 
Stan Honey.

www.pacificcrestcanvas.com

We strive to make our products the

Highest Quality at the Best Prices
Specializing in:

Baja Awnings
Lightweight and waterproof
Durable and easy to launch

Multiple side screen configurations

Coastal Dodgers
Affordable designs

High quality materials
Superior workmanship

Cruiser’s Awnings
Easy setup off your dodger
Flies with no bulky frame
Includes shade screens

Offshore Dodgers
Welded aft handrail
Bolt-on side handrails
Lexan windshields

Yacht owners trust

Pacific Crest Canvas
for the best in design, service and quality.

 Located in Grand Marina Open Mon.-Fri. 8-4
 2021 Alaska Packer Pl., Ste. 13 Sat. by appointment
 Alameda, CA 94501 510-521-1938
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The Gianola Family has been designing and  
fabricating custom canvas and interiors since 
1969. Gianola Canvas Products offers you the best 
in quality, more choices, and personal service.

265-B Gate 5 Road
Sausalito, CA 94965
(415) 332-3339
www.gianolacanvas.com
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MARINA@

GREAT LOCATION! Just minutes to Central Bay sailing.
GREAT STAFF!
GREAT RATES! Starting at $6.02/foot!
MARINA GREEN with picnic/BBQ areas, Bay Trail Access
and FREE Wi-Fi.
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  SIERRA POINT YACHT CLUB

From Hwy 101, take the 
Sierra Point Pkwy exit and 

follow the signs to the marina.

400 Sierra Point Parkway 
Brisbane, CA 94005

www.ci.brisbane.ca.us

(650) 583-6975
harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us
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Has anyone else experienced anything like it?
Michael Hruby

Three Legged Dog, Westsail 32
San Francisco

 Michael — Sometimes when we've sailed south and there 
was a big south swell coming north, our boat would lurch a 
bit when the boat and the southbound wind chop ran into a 
northbound swell. But these were always part of wave trains 
and never came close to breaking. So what you're describing 
is a new one on us. It's curious, too, that it would be coming 
from the direction of land. 

⇑⇓TA-TA CANINE HEADS-UP
 We have some info that might be useful for participants with 
dogs in the fi rst Ta-Ta. During our fi rst cruise up the coast 

to the Channel Islands, we 
stopped at King Harbor in 
Redondo Beach to explore, 
as Debra's parents had 
lived there 60 years ago. 
The yacht club welcomed 
us to dock at their facility, 
but they wanted nothing to 
do with our Shih Tzu. And 
a walk near the boardwalk 
and toward the shopping 
area was replete with signs 
saying 'No Dogs Allowed'. 

We never made it to the restricted shopping area. We left the 
next day to the more dog-friendly Burton Chase Park in nearby 
Marina del Rey.

Debra & Brad Trottier
Star Light, Willard 8-Ton

San Diego

 Debra and Brad — We've got some good news and some bad 
news for dog owners planning to do the Ta-Ta. The good news 
is that the 22-mile long hike/bike Strand starts at Hermosa 
Beach, which is right next to the entrance to the King Harbor 
YC, and dogs are allowed on the Strand. The bad news is that 
Santa Cruz Island, the stop for nights two and three of the Ta-
Ta, does not allow any pets to be brought ashore. Neither do 
any of the other Channel Islands.

⇑⇓THE VIEW FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SLIP
 Nick Salvador had it all wrong in the April Latitude when he Latitude when he Latitude
said that the tenants of the San Francisco Marina are a bunch 
of whiners — and me being the chief whiner — because we are 
objecting to the City of San Francisco's taking away our right 
to transfer our berths to the purchasers of our boats. Even 
Latitude got it wrong when you said this transfer right was Latitude got it wrong when you said this transfer right was Latitude
"unstated." In fact, this right is written, has been in writing for 
at least the past 40 years, and is part of a contract each tenant 
signs with the City when he/she comes into the harbor.
 I have attached a copy of that contract, called a rental 
agreement, and the incorporated rules as they appear on 
the Rec and Park Department website. They are basically 
the same rules I got when I came into the harbor in '86, and 
those rules are dated April '72, so we know they have been 
in existence for at least 40 years.
 Here are the relevant sections, by the numbers, of the rules 
that are part of every tenant's contract with the City, along 
with my concerns:
    Section 3A: Every boat owner who is assigned a berth for 
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Debra and Brad's Shih Tzu, Dally, would 
not be welcome at most of the stops on 
the SoCal Ta-Ta.

For Reservations:
415.495.4911 (x1111)

fax: 415.512.1351
sb.harbor@sfgov.org

www.southbeachharbor.com
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INFLATABLE
SERVICES, INC.

PHONE (510) 522-1824
FAX (510) 522-1064

1914 Stanford St., Alameda 94501
salsinflatables@sbcglobal.net 

www.salsinflatableservices.com

SALES • SERVICE
RENTAL • REPAIR

INSHORE
Cruising the Delta or
the coast of Mexico?

A quality, hypalon
tender is the way to go!

OFFSHORE
Racing or Cruising
Offshore?

Buy, rent or service
your liferaft at Sal's!

•	Slips starting
	 at $6.79 per
	 foot!

•	Concrete and 	
	 Wood docks

•	23’ enclosed 	
	 storage units 	
	 available

•	Night security 	
	 guard

(707) 648-4370 • Fax (707) 648-4660

42 Harbor Way • Vallejo, CA 94590
www.ci.vallejo.ca.us marina@ci.vallejo. ca.us

Gateway to the Bay & Delta

The North Bay’s Only Full-Service Marina!

MEXICO CRUISERS –
Call for an estimate

on NEW Karver
Top Down
Spinnaker

Furler

Easom Racing and Rigging

1230 Brickyard Cove Rd., Suite 102
Point Richmond, CA 94801

Call for estimate

(510)  232-SAIL (7245)
www.easomrigging.com  

easom rigging
out winning with you!

Congratulations to Dan Morris, Easom Staff –
Winner Chicago Match Race Series

Congratulations to Dan Woolery –
Winner Phyllis Kleinman Regatta

We're on the race course
bringing you the latest
knowledge, gear, and

expertise for your boat!

Photo: Sharon Green



LETTERS

more than 30 days has a permanent rental. The City now 
wants to tear up that agreement and give the tenants a one-
year license instead.
    Section 3D: Every boat owner may assign his/her berth 
to a bona fi de purchaser of the boat in that berth, subject to bona fi de purchaser of the boat in that berth, subject to bona fi de
a reasonable transfer fee. The City now wants to eliminate 
all such transfers for new tenants. Existing tenants will be 
given a one-time transfer right, but such transfers are lim-
ited to people on the waiting list, and made subject to large 
increases in the transfer fee. For example, the transfer fee on 
a 40-ft berth is now $3,000. Under the new rules, that fee will 
increase to $8,000, more than double the old fee. For older 
wooden boats like Knarrs and Folkboats, which do not sell 
for much money, the new fee schedule essentially kills the 
possibility of a transfer.
    Section 3F: Every boatowner is given the right to sublet 
the berth for up to six months a year. The City now wants to 
eliminate all boatowner sublets and allow the harbormaster 
to sublet the berth. The City is willing to give the owner a 
75% rent credit while gone, but only if the vacancy is for 60 
days or more.
 This deal was made between the City and every tenant, 
some 650 of us, who came into the harbor. The tenants have 
kept their end of the bargain by paying the rent and obeying 
the rules. We don't think it's whining to expect the City to 
keep its end of the bargain, too. Remember when a deal was 
a deal? Remember when one's word was one's bond? The City 
should keep the promises it made to the tenants just as the 
tenants have kept their promises to the City.
 People should understand that no taxpayer money goes 
to support this marina. The City holds this property as a 
trust from the state for the express purpose of a recreational 
non-profi t small craft harbor. Because of that trust, the City 
must keep a separate set of books recording all revenue and 
expenses for the harbor. All harbor expenses are paid out of 
revenue generated by the tenants. The current renovation 
going on at the harbor is fi nanced completely out of tenant 
rents and a state Boating and Waterways loan. Not a dime of 
City money is being used to upgrade the harbor.
 Although the City pays no money into the harbor, it levies 
two taxes against the tenants, and those tax revenues go into 
the city's General Fund. The fi rst tax is a property tax that 
all boatowners pay to the county where the boat is moored. 
But San Francisco Marina tenants pay a second tax called a 
"possessory interest tax" because the tenant is in possession 
of a berth, which is government-owned property. Boatowners 
in privately owned marinas do not pay this tax. So the City is 
getting a double tax benefi t from the marina tenants without 
putting any of that tax money back into the harbor. We think 
that is a pretty good deal for the City.
 So, Mr. Salvador just has his facts wrong, not the least of 
which is his suggestion that most of the tenants are lawyers 
and members of the St. Francis YC. The vast majority of ten-
ants are neither lawyers nor members of the St. Francis YC. 
They are just regular boaters like everyone else.

Bruce Munro
Princess, Sabre 402

San Francisco

Bruce — We appreciate your side of the story, and agree 
that things certainly seem to be changing at the San Francisco 
Marina. For example, for many years the berth rates at the San 
Francisco Marina were well below market despite an extremely 
long waiting list. And we know of instances where boatowners 
were able to sell their boats for far more than they were worth 
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WHALE  POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 • FAx 233-1989
Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5pm  •  Sun: 10am - 4pm • whalepoint@acehardware.com

MARINE & HARdwARE CO.

A FAmily Omily Omily wned & OperAperAper tedAtedA  Business
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Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store 

Go to whalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Furrion 
Shore-Power CordShore-Power Cord
30AMP

25’ $6999

50’ $7999

Spintech 
Cam CleatCam Cleat

Two sizes, each now $1399

JABSco toilet
Manual 
29090-2000
now
$16999

Electrical
37010-0090
now
$49900*
*Special order 
1-2 days

DecK BruSh
with Handle

Extra 
long 
handle (5ft) handle (5ft) 
with aluminum with aluminum 
no-rust, threaded tip.no-rust, threaded tip.
now $1398

orion Alert/Locate Alert/Locate 
Deluxe Kit
Comes complete 
with flare gun, 
flares, whistle, flag, 
info CD... all in a 
waterproof case.

List $149.99
now 
$11999

cAnvAS BucKet
Very handy bucket 
to have on your boat. to have on your boat. 
Barely takes up any
space... simply fold
down to store.

List $24.99
now $2199

FloAting lAntern
6V

Large size 
flashlight is 
waterproof, 
which means it floats which means it floats 
and comes with 6V battery.comes with 6V battery.comes with 6V battery.

NOW
$799

Filter 500 FgSS 
by Racorby Racor

Filter Element
whale pt $999

Filter Unit: List $249.99Filter Unit: List $249.99
whale pt $18999
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A substantial amount of our time is 
used working with our customers, 
understanding what they want to
accomplish. Call us fi rst and you
will get the best value for your 
investment, guaranteed.

www.hansenrigging.com

HANSEN
RIGGING

Affordable solar solutions for sailors.

www.southboundsolar.com
(503) 490-3305

We Deliver!

Joel Sorum fi tted out his best girlfriend,
the Vallejo YC-based Tartan 3800 Compañera, 

with solar while cruising Mexico.

FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

 Open 7 days per week

 Gas and diesel available

 Check our prices

 Free pump outs

BERTHING

 Slips to 40' available

 Inside ties from $100 per mo.

 Multihull side ties available

 Check out our rates!

COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA
The Peninsula's Complete Recreational Destination!

COYOTE POINT MARINA ~ 1900 Coyote Point Drive • San Mateo

650.573.2594

Fuel Dock
currently closed 

for repairs.
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because the berth went with the boat. As you note, the new 
rules will eliminate much if not all of the potential profi t of a 
slip going with the boat, and in the cases of the wooden one-
designs, make it almost prohibitively expensive for the slip to go 
with the boat. The latter would be a shame, as it would break 
up the wooden boat racing tradition on the Cityfront. Lastly, 
we've seen the proposed berth rates for when the marina re-
build is completed in a year or so, and they call for slip fees 
to be about $14/ft. That would make it much closer to market 
than it's ever been.
 Does this mean that boatowners who paid way more than 
the real value of a boat in order to get a San Francisco Marina 
slip are going to lose much if not all of that extra money? It 
would seem so. On an individual basis, we sympathize with 
them. But as overall policy, we don't believe that individuals 
should be able to profi t signifi cantly from the increase in the 
value of public property.
 "Remember when a deal was a deal?" you ask. With no 
disrespect, we fi nd it almost hilarious when a member of the 
California Bar asks a question like that. It seems to us that 
half the work attorneys do is try to fi nd ways to weasel their 
clients out of deals. Here's an example: Before we were married 
for the second time, our bride-to-be's lawyer, whom we had to 
pay, wrote a pre-nup. When the marriage ended, this same 
lawyer informed us that the pre-nup she had created wasn't 
worth the paper it was written on.
 Frankly, we think we're entering an era when many deals 
and contracts are going to be voided. Think of what happened 
to the bondholders when Obama gave GM to the unions. Think 
of sovereign debts in the European Union. And unless somebody 
can get 'blood out of turnips', there is no way that a lot of agree-
ments between governments and government employees aren't 
going to have to be modifi ed or negated. It's so discouraging 
that we think we'll go sailing instead of thinking about it any 
more.

⇑⇓WE ALMOST BOUGHT THAT BOAT!
 We recently retired, sold the house and cars, and bought 
Moonshadow, the beautiful Deerfoot 2-62 that George Back-
hus used for a 16-year circumnavigation. He's been a frequent 
contributor to Latitude.
 We drove to Florida, moved aboard, and have been adjust-
ing to living aboard quite well. Among other things, we've 
learned to download the most recent edition of Latitude rather Latitude rather Latitude
than drive to Downwind Marine for a copy. We have been 
cruising South Florida and refi tting for about two months 
now.
 It was at the River Bend Marine Center in Ft. Lauderdale, 
where we're having work done on Moonshadow, that a South 
African chap appeared on the dock to admire our new boat. 
Our discussion turned to another Dashew design, the Sundeer 
56 named Dutch Touch. We had looked at Dutch Touch in Ft. Dutch Touch in Ft. Dutch Touch
Lauderdale before falling in love with Moonshadow, so we were 
shocked to be told that Dutch Touch had been abandoned Dutch Touch had been abandoned Dutch Touch
near Haiti by the owner and two young crew while they were 
on a delivery from Florida to California. All the South African 
could tell us was that the crew were safe, having been picked 
up by a ship. This would have happened about May 23.
 I haven't been able to fi nd anything online to confi rm this 
story, but a friend who knows the boat and owner says most 
of what I was told meshes with what he's heard — except he 
hadn't heard about the abandonment. I am writing to ask if 
anyone else knows what happened with Dutch Touch — mostly Dutch Touch — mostly Dutch Touch
because I stood aboard her just three months ago.
 As for us San Diego sailors, we're looking forward to cruis-

Join the Westpoint Harbor Community
Located in the heart of Silicon Valley, Westpoint Harbor
is close to both San Francisco and San Jose airports,
and minutes from historic downtown Redwood City. 
With 50 acres, Westpoint Harbor is one of the largest 
recreational marinas in Northern California and enjoys
an ideal Mediterranean climate.

www.westpointharbor.com
(650) 701-0545

1529 Seaport Blvd., Redwood City, CA 94063
harbormaster@westpointharbor.com

SAN FRANCISCO BAY'S
NEWEST MARINA

4th ANNUAL WESTPOINT HARBOR REGATTA
July 21, 2012

Sail from Treasure Island to Westpoint Harbor
Free overnight berthing at Westpoint Harbor for

participating boats!
See www.sequoiayc.org/WestpointMarinaRegatta

for sailing instructions, race information and
Skipper's Entry Form.

Unsurpassed Facilities
* Ultra-wide slips

 * Innovative concrete docks with round fingers
 * Beautiful restrooms, showers and laundry
 * BBQ and Party Barges
Convenience
 * Pump-out at every slip
 * 30, 50 and 100-amp 125/250 volt power
 * Free dock box
 * DSL phone line
 * Complimentary Wifi and ice
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P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY • SAUSALITO, CA 94966
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

415•332•5478
www.listmarine.com

SAUSALITO

•	Full service	
engine shop

•	We service all makes

•	Dockside facilities

•	Mobile service trucks

KISSINGER CANVAS
Marine Canvas & Interiors

STEVEN KISSINGER

(925) 825-6734
Covering the Entire Bay Area

• Biminis

• Boat Covers

• Cushions

• Sail Covers

• Headliners

• Awnings

DODGERS

Side handrails and window covers
included.

OPTIONS

Aft handrail, dodger cover,
sailing bimini.

Free Estimates and Delivery

I N S U R A N C E  M E X I C O

INSURING YACHTS
FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Providing Cruisers and Racers All Over the World 
with Prompt, Reliable Service since 1959

Contact Us for a Quote

Exclusive
MARINERS Odyssey® Program

Mexico
South America
South Pacific
Caribbean
Mediterranean

Racing Sailboat Program
TransPac
Pacific Cup
PV / Cabo Races
Caribbean Regattas

www.marinersins.com

Seattle
800-823-2798

N. California
boomeins@aol.com

800-853-6504

L.A./Orange Co.
800-992-4443

San Diego
800-639-0002

Puerto Vallarta
52-322-297-6440

East Coast
Bradenton, FL
800-914-9928

QUALITY COVERAGE AVAILABLE IN MEXICO
Mariners Insurance Mexico offers insurance programs 

for health, homes, autos, motorcycles and yachts in Mexico.
www.marinersmexico.com

Corporate Office: 206 Riverside Ave., Suite A, Newport Beach, CA 92663 / Ins. Lic. #0D36887
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ing Moonshadow up to New England for the summer, then Moonshadow up to New England for the summer, then Moonshadow
heading down to the Caribbean for the winter. After that, we'll 
keep you posted.
 By the way, untangling the twines that bound us to life 
ashore was really a challenge! But we did it, and in the process 
discovered how liberating it can be to donate, sell or otherwise 
rid ourselves of the ballast we'd accumulated over the years. 
The one remaining part of that process is selling our other 
boat, a beautiful Columbia/Kettenburg 52 named Legacy in Legacy in Legacy
San Diego, a boat that has been featured in your 'Lectronic 
Latitude editions.Latitude editions.Latitude
 We've read your magazine from cover to cover for years, and 
look forward to sharing our experiences aboard Moonshadow, 
in the years to come.

John & Deb Rogers
Moonshadow, Deerfoot 2-62

Ft. Lauderdale, FL

 John and Deb — We're sorry to say that we haven't been 
able to fi nd out anything about Dutch Touch. But if she was 
owned by a Californian, we've got to believe one of our readers 
must know more.
 Congratulations on your new boat! By the way, if you make 
it down to St. Barth between February 15 and May 10 of next 
year — and you don't want to miss the Bucket or the Voiles — 
we hope you'll look us up so we can give you an inside look 
on the island. Besides, it would be fun for Doña de Mallorca 
to see Moonshadow again, as she crewed for George Backhus Moonshadow again, as she crewed for George Backhus Moonshadow
from Key West to Colombia at the very beginning of his circum-
navigation.
 We'd also like to put in a good word for your Columbia 52. 
Columbia Yachts must have built about 20 Bill Tripp, Sr., de-
signs, and to our thinking the 52, the last before Tripp died in 
a car crash in the early '70s, was the best looking of them all. 
And we're not just blowing smoke.

⇑⇓ANOTHER BAY-BASED BRIGANTINE
 You recently wrote an article about a new brigantine that 
is to be built locally and be the fl agship of the San Francisco 
Area. In that piece you wrote that there are currently no brig-
antines in the Bay Area. This is incorrect, as the brigantine 
Sultana has been berthed in Brisbane Harbor for over 20 Sultana has been berthed in Brisbane Harbor for over 20 Sultana
years. She was designed after an American revenue cutter that 
worked the East Coast, collecting taxes from ship captains 
during the 1700s. Sultana has a ferrocement hull, so all the Sultana has a ferrocement hull, so all the Sultana

attention is given to her 
topsides and interior. She 
is under a constant state of 
repair and maintenance.

Lawrence Spillman
ex-Sultana crewmanSultana crewmanSultana

Good News, Columbia 30
San Francisco Bay

 Lawrence — Thanks for 
the heads-up on Sultana.
 For those a little fuzzy 
on the different types of 
sailing vessels, brigantines 
were originally small ships 

carrying both oars and sails, and were named after Mediter-
ranean pirates, or brigands. The Royal Navy used the term 
to refer to small two-masted vessels designed to be rowed as 
well as sailed, vessels that were rigged with square rigs on 
the foremast and fore-and-aft rigging on the mainmast.

The twin brigantines, 'Irving & Exy 
Johnson', are based out of L.A.
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Summer
Sailing

Headquarters!
Visit westmarine.com

to shop our One Design offerings

Your Complete Rigging Source!
Installation • Lifelines • Running Rigging
Standing Rigging • Dock & Anchor Lines

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:
Alameda, CA
730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

San Diego, CA
1250 Rosecrans St.
(619) 255-8844

Seattle, WA
1275 Westlake Ave.Ave.A N
(206) 926-0361

www.westmarine.com/rigging

Mobile
Rigging
Service
Available
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Dear Travis and Colin:We’ve had a wonderful summer of sailing…and have received numerous compliments on the sails, Mack-Packs, 
and the improved performance of the boat. We’ve done a bit of racing and, after a classic boat race, one competi-tor (a sailmaker in Seattle) said he was really impressed with our sails…(happy Port Townsend customer)

Now in our 43rd year!

The Iverson’s Dodger is now 
available in the Bay Area!
Dodgers • Bimini Tops • Enclosures

206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com

Check out our “Must-See” website!!

www.iversonsdesign.com
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 In modern parlance, a brigantine is a principally fore-and-aft 
rig with a square-rigged foremast, as opposed to a brig, which is 
square-rigged on both masts. Two well-known brigantines are 
the Los Angeles-based Irving Johnson the Los Angeles-based Irving Johnson the Los Angeles-based and Exy Johnsonand Exy Johnsonand . The 
two 113-footers are the fl agships of the Los Angeles Maritime 
Institute, and are used to take at-risk youth to sea with the 
goal of teaching teamwork and building character.

⇑⇓"TELL ME IT ISN'T TRUE!"
 I have a couple of questions, and hopefully you can tell me 
that my worst fears aren't true.
 First, I heard that despite the overwhelming support of the 
boating community, Gov. Jerry Brown is going to succeed 
in making the once independent Cal Boating, which is still 
solvent, part of the Parks Department, which can't even keep 
our parks open. Nothing like fi xing what ain't broke.
 Second, I heard that as of the beginning of this year, the 
Mexican government changed the visa rules for fi shing ves-
sels. If what I read is correct, this was part of an attempt to 
deal with the drug traffi ckers, but has trickled down to sport 
fi shermen, resulting in a 50% drop in fi shermen getting visas 
and fi shing in Mexico. Apparently this visa requirement is 
enforceable within 24 miles of the coast, so I guess even sail-
boats can fall into this quagmire. This took effect on January 
1 of this year. This following the increase in narco issues in narco issues in narco
tourist locales could result in a signifi cant drop in the number 
of cruisers sailing to Mexico.
 Can you provide any clarifi cation on this?

Steve Denney
Break Time, Yorktown 39

Pittsburg

 Steve — We have no respect for either political party in Cali-
fornia, as for years Golden State politicians of all stripes have 
been playing irresponsible fi scal games in order to pay off those 
who showered them with campaign contributions and/or votes. 
They either were too stupid or too uncaring to realize they were 
sending California down the fi scal toilet. With the state $16 bil-
lion in debt and needing to have a balanced budget each year, 
and with the Dow needing to be at 29,000 for Calpers to live 
up to the pensions they promised to government workers, Gov. 
Brown has to scramble to fi nd money everywhere he can. No 
wonder he's proposing to shorten the school year to just three 
days a week in months starting with a Q, X or Z, and putting 
the Prison Guards Union in charge of all Cal Boating's revenue 
to pay for spiked pensions. It's only a matter of time before Cal 
Boating gets looted.
 The 'maritime visa' Mexico has imposed on U.S. fi shermen 
isn't aimed at drug smugglers, because drug smugglers don't 
apply for visas. Mexico's concern is that U.S. fi shermen pile onto 
San Diego-based fi shing boats, hit Mexican waters, then bring 
all their fi sh back to the States, having paid nothing for them. 
Last year we talked with a guy who was offl oading 125 good-
sized fi sh, mostly dorado, he'd caught while on a three-day 
trip out of San Diego. We can understand why Mexico would 
like a little in return, but the current fee seems very high.
 For the record, tourism in Mexico was up last year, and has 
been up again for the fi rst six months of this year.

⇑⇓CLOSE ENOUGH FOR GOVERNMENT WORK
 Kirk Pattterson wants to be the fi rst gaijin to circumnavi-gaijin to circumnavi-gaijin
gate Japan, but I think he's more than a century too late. 
Whalers went around Japan long ago, as did many Russian 
vessels, including those with cartographers, which scared 
the bejeesus out of the Japanese. The fi rst steamers plying 
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Japanese waters were also mostly captained by gaijin, some 
up until the early 20th century.
 The dangers are still there, of course, but there is now a 
growing number of "sea stations" — marinas — along the entire 
coast of the four main islands. In fact, a 20-ft tug made the 
journey by going station to station a few years ago. Much of this 
was covered in Kazi, the great Japanese sailing magazine.
 I'm sure the circumnavigation will still be fun and excit-
ing, and probably raise a few eyebrows; it just wouldn't be a 
record. Of course, people used to do these things as part of 
work and not for the record books, so who knows — Kirk may 
indeed be the fi rst gaijin to take a pleasure cruise around the gaijin to take a pleasure cruise around the gaijin
nation.

Andy Jones
Kanpai, Gemini 105Mc

Brisbane

 Andy — First pleasure cruise, whatever. A lot of so-called 
sailing 'records' are more bogus than what Patterson is propos-
ing, so we're not going to rain on his parade. We wish him the 
best and hope he'll keep us posted on his progress.
 We're glad you mentioned the Japanese sailing magazine 
Kazi. We don't read Japanese, but based on the spectacular 
drawings and graphics, we can only assume the editorial 
content is equally good. How a country with so few sailors can 
support such a large and excellent publication is beyond us.

⇑⇓GETTING A CHARGE OUT OF THE BATTERY LETTER
 Speaking of batteries for boats, fl eet sales of batteries have 
the same problems as most battery outlets. Specifi cally, lack 
of quality control. Interstate, a brand one of your readers her-
alded as being the best, is but one brand on the market. The 
reality is that most manufacturers make decent batteries.
 I'm the owner of a marine store that sells a great deal of 
marine/RV deep cycle batteries. Since most of the mariners 
who buy from us are after hard-to-fi nd batteries, we check 
the date codes and test the performance of every battery when 
it arrives from the factory. We also fi nish charging them and 
confi rm the proper voltages. Only then will we sell them. After 
all, 4D and 8D batteries are very heavy and could be a real 
effort if someone had to return one because it wasn't up to 
snuff.
 By the way, technology and newer battery designs mean 
most batteries are sealed and vent caps have been eliminated. 
Vent caps allow for contamination of the electrolyte and 
fl ooded batteries. With absorbed glass mat (AGM) batteries, 
the battery is sealed and will therefore even work underwater. 
That's a good thing if you're trying to get off a mayday or keep mayday or keep mayday
the pumps running.

Dave Biron
Big Break Marina, Oakley

www.big-break-marina.com

⇑⇓BE SURE TO WEAR SOME FLOWERS IN YOUR HAIR
 I own an Island Packet 350 that I sail out of Galveston, 
Texas. Two of my adult children have lived in San Francisco 
for more than a decade now, and I'm thinking of moving my 
boat to San Francisco so my wife and I can share more time 
with them. But before making that leap, I really need to talk 
with a local sailor or two who can give me straight talk on slip 
availability, weather, sailing conditions, and so forth. Can you 
share a name or two with me? Thanks.

Rick Evans
Whitney, IP 350

Galveston, TX
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The Latitude 38 offi ce is open 9-5 weekdays and is located 
at 15 Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941 

Call (415) 383-8200 for directions. 

If you’re planning to
fl y out to meet friends 
in Mexico, the
Caribbean or the 
South Pacifi c, why
not stop by the

Latitude 38
offi ce before you 
leave and pick up
a bundle of
magazines to share 
with cruisers?
We promise you’ll 
be a hero — and 
you’ll probably earn 
a few beers for
your efforts.

If you’re planning to
fl y out to meet friends 
in Mexico, the
Caribbean or the 
South Pacifi c, why
not stop by the

Latitude 38
offi ce before you 

Join the sisterhood of the traveling
magazines (brothers welcome too)!

Planning to travel to some 
far-fl ung destination?
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www.oystercovemarina.net
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 Rick — If you don't mind us giving you our version of the 
answers, here they are:
 1) While a slip would be hard to come by in San Francisco 
proper, you can fi nd slips in the East Bay and Marin that pro-
vide reasonably quick access to the Central Bay and/or other 
great sailing areas.
 2) A quip acrophyphally attributed to Mark Twain says, "The 
coldest winter I ever spent was a summer in San Francisco." 
By the time the afternoon winds start blowing on Central San 
Francisco Bay — or more accurately the cool ocean air gets 
sucked in through the Gate by the heat of the Central Valley — 
it's going to be cold. However, if you were to sail just a couple 
of hundred yards to the lee of Angel Island or other areas close 
to the Central Bay, it suddenly could become much warmer, if 
not hot. Very often you can pick the kind of weather you want 
on the Bay, from mellow to nasty. You also want to remember 
there are many places to sail in the San Francisco Bay Area. So 
if you want warmer, you head for the Estuary, the North Bay, 
the Texas-like warm Delta or Napa and Petaluma Rivers.
 3) Similarly, the sailing conditions vary tremendously de-
pending on where you are and the time of day. It can be blow-
ing 30 between Alcatraz and Angel Island with wicked chop, 
and just a few hundred yards farther on it might be blowing 
seven knots with fl at water. More than any other place we've 
been, you can pick your sailing conditions on San Francisco 
Bay, from extremely challenging to mellow.
 An Island Packet 35 is a perfect size and type of boat for 
enjoying San Francisco Bay and the Delta. We think you'd have 
a wonderful time sailing out here with your family. Whether 
someone from Texas could abide San Francisco culture and 
politics is a whole different matter. 

⇑⇓WHEN SHOULD I GET AN EXAM?
 In the last letter of the June issue there was a casual men-
tion of the writer's doctor suggesting less time in the sun. 
Being dark haired (when younger) and having brown eyes, I 
had never given skin cancer any concern. But a pretty small 
spot on my arm had me thinking of mortality for the fi rst time. 
Had it spread to my lymph nodes, 'chemo' would have been 
in my repair list.
 I cannot urge Latitude readers strongly enough to have a Latitude readers strongly enough to have a Latitude
skin exam immediately — and regardless of age. Recently a 
38-year-old died of melanoma.
 Most likely, the doc will fi nd some basal spots on most of 
us and burn them off. If there is a deadly melanoma that is 
found in time, it can be cut away. But if it travels, one is in 
real trouble.
 I am now going in every three months and making sure 
that my cute female doc does a complete exam.
 One generally doesn't think about sunlight as being  
something that can kill you, but it can. My sun habits have 
completely changed. Get an exam now!

Capt. Stuart Kiehl
Watercress,  26-ft Tollycraft

Tiburon

 Stuart — Great advice. 
 For cruisers coming to Mexico this winter, a Banderas Bay-
based cruiser gives the highest recommendation for dermatolo-
gist Dr. Vargas, whose offi ce is close to Cornerstone Hospital, 
about a mile north of Costco in Puerto Vallarta. "Her number 
is (322) 225-3440, and she is not only very good, she's so hot 
that I can't even remember her fi rst name." As with all doctors 
in Mexico, her fees are signifi cantly lower than those in the 
States.

(510) 234-4400

560 W. Cutting Blvd., #2
Richmond, CA 94804
Inside the KKMI boatyard
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⇑⇓IT CLICKED WITH ME
 Years ago I bought a Fuji FinePix s5000 because of Lati-
tude's recommendation — and have loved it! But it seems to 
have a major problem now, especially after a dusty trip down 
the Grand Canyon three years ago. So I'm wondering what 
digital camera you are using now, and how you like it.

Evelyn Jenkins Drew
Aquarelle, Kirie Feeling 446

Santa Cruz / St. Lucia

 Evelyn — We're glad our Fuji recommendation worked for 
you. The good news is that it's almost impossible to fi nd a digital 
camera now that isn't astonishingly good. The improvements 
over your '03 model include: better quality photos, higher reso-
lution, better metering, longer zooms, wider wide-angles, less 
shutter lag, better fl ash systems, video capability — the list 
goes on and on. Did we mention the cameras are also smaller, 
lighter and less expensive?
 The 'point & shoot' camera we're using right now is a Canon 
PowerShot ELPH 300HS that cost all of about $149 from Best 
Buy. We don't know whether to laugh or cry, but it takes bet-
ter photos than the Nikon D-1s we paid $5,000 for when high 
resolution — for then — digital cameras fi rst came out. This 
little guy shoots photos at up to 12 megapixels, which means 
it's capable of stunning 16" x 20" prints, and has a zoom equal 
to 24mm to 120mm. And it has about a dozen settings for 
things like portraits, sports, nighttime, landscape and so forth. 
It's smaller than a pack of cigarettes, which makes it good for 
slipping into a shirt or pants pocket, meaning you never have 
to be without your camera. However, some have found it a little 
too small.
 If you want to spend a little more, you might look into some-
thing like Panasonic's Lumix DMC-ZS19, which can be found 
at Costco for about $249. It's slightly larger, shoots at up to 
14 megapixels, and has a ridiculously long 20-times zoom, 
plus all kinds of additional features. Here's just one example. 
If you were taking a photo of 14 people with your old Fuji, the 
camera would come up with one exposure for the whole thing. 
In modern cameras such as this Lumix, through some kind of 
black magic, the camera instantly picks out the 14 faces and 
comes up with custom exposures for each one of them. And it 
somehow works them all into the same photo.
 Because you sail and do things like go down the Grand 
Canyon, you might be interested in waterproof-ish and/or 
shockproof-ish point & shoot cameras. These tend to cost a little 

bit more, and some 
don't have quite as 
much zoom or as 
many megapixels 
as non-waterproof-
ish models. But for 
$190 you can get 
the Fuji XP30 that 
has 14 megapixels 
and a five-times 
zoom. It's all you 
need. If you need 
fewer features, 
Olympus, which 
has been making 

waterproof 'point & shoots' longer than anyone, sells little 
beauties for as little as $129. If you like fancy features in your 
'tough' camera, such as geo-tagging, check out the Nikon Coolpix 
AW100.
 Lumix, Canon, Nikon, Fuji, Samsung — you can't go wrong. 

Nikon's 'tough' little point & shoot, the Coolpix 
AW100, is waterproof and offers geotagging.

N
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Whatever price point you choose, just make sure you get the 
latest model. If you go online and read all the reviews in an 
attempt to fi nd the 'best' of these, you'll go nuts because there 
are literally dozens of them, most of them being slight variations 
of the others. Our suggestion is just go to Costco, fi nd one that's 
in your price range, and head for the checkout line. You'll love 
whatever you buy.
 What about SLR-type digital cameras with interchangeable 
lens? If you want to take great photos of boats racing — or 
other sports events — they are the only way to go. The Nikon 
D7000 has gotten spectacular reviews, and coupled with a 
single 18-200 zoom, has all the bases covered in one package. 
It's about a $2,000 package. Such cameras — Canon makes a 
terrifi c competitor — are much more expensive, more bulky and 
heavier. Having lugged fi lm versions of such cameras around 
for 35 years, our right arm is now fi ve inches longer than the 
left. So before investing in one of these, we'd make sure that a 
$250 point & shoot couldn't handle 99% of your photo needs.
 Bonus tip: Lots of men incorrectly assume that long is 
always so much better, no matter if we're talking about the 
height of their mast, the purple-headed warrior in their pants, 
or the focal length of the lens on their camera. When it comes 
to cameras, a wide-angle lens is usually much more useful 
than a big telephoto. When you buy a 'point & shoot', getting 
a wider wide-angle is more important than getting a 20-times 
zoom.

⇑⇓SSB LICENSES HERE AND ABROAD
 I'm a German living in Costa Rica, and would like to get all 
licenses needed to legally operate an SSB radio on my boat. 
What is the cost and what paperwork is necessary to obtain 
the ship's license and a personal radio telephone operator's 
permit?

Rainer Anders
Lady Dynamite, Bavaria 49

Costa Rica YC

 Rainer — Not not all national rules are alike. Since you're a 
German citizen, you need to check with German radio authorities.
 U.S. Federal Communication Commission regulations require 
that any U.S. ship/boat carrying a marine SSB radio within 
U.S. waters have a ship's station license. This is where you 
get your offi cial call letters, as in, "This is Whiskey, Whiskey, 
Whiskey, 9876." A ship's station license costs $160, and to 
make it convenient for everyone to remember, only needs to be 
renewed every 10 years. If you sell the boat, the license doesn't 
go with the boat.
 The person operating the radio also needs a restricted radio 
operators permit, which costs $60 and is good for the lifetime of 
the holder. Does the radio operator have to demonstrate radio 
knowledge or competence? Are you kidding? This is America, 
where the Coast Guard will give you a license to carry paying 
passengers even if you've never backed a boat out of a slip. 
You can start using your radio as soon as you apply for the 
license. Of course, if you think an SSB radio is as intuitive as 
your car stereo or a VHF, you're in for a surprise.

⇑⇓A CITY WHERE IT SHOULDN'T BE
 In the middle of the night a few years ago while approaching 
the entrance to the Golden Gate, we encountered heavy fog 
while motoring in calm conditions. Staying south of the ship-
ping channel, we carefully made our way toward the Golden 
Gate. My friend Dan stayed glued to the radar, calling out 
buoys, land and traffi c as I cross-checked our position on the 
GPS chartplotter. Having been around the area previously, I 
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Wake on Water
 

Receive up to 12% off slip rates at Kona Kai, the closest 
marina to open ocean in San Diego. Enjoy an array of 
complimentary dockside amenities, low monthly 
liveaboard fees, and reduced membership to the 

neighboring Kona Kai Club.

konakaimarina.com     619.224.7547     San Diego, CA

*Promotional 12% savings applies to slips up to 60 feet in length. 
Subject to availability. Other restrictions may apply.

www.konakaimarina.com    619.224.7547    San Diego, CA

Competitive Rates • More than 18 years experience
Firm labor quotes on most projects

yachtcheck@yachtcheck@yachtcheck yahoo.com@yahoo.com@ (510) 815-4420

FULL SERVICE MOBILE
RIGGING
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510 428-2522 or 415 457-6300

Fully Insured & Marina Approved
Call now for a Free Estimate

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Interior Cleaning • Detailing • Maintenance 

Polishing • Carpet & Cushion Cleaning

www.seashine.net

Service of the Month
WAX & POLISHING

A buffed boat not only looks great,
but will hold its shine and value for longer!

Call for a buff!

Serving the Bay Area 
Since 1986

THREE STORES TO SERVE YOU

www.sandiegomarine.com
2636 Shelter Island Drive

San Diego
(619) 223-7159

(800) 336-SDMX
Mexico 001-800-336-7369

THE CRUISER'S CHANDLERY

We are a great family of marine stores with even more service,
websites, and resources to meet all of your boating needs.

www.downwindmarine.com
2804 Cañon Street

San Diego, CA 92106
(619) 224-2733
(866) 289-0242

www.sailingsupply.com
2822 Cañon Street

San Diego, CA 92106
(619) 225-9411
(800) 532-3831

All with Online Convenience!

DISCOVER WHAT
CRUISERS HAVE LEARNED

To outfit your Blue Water Adventure, go to
DOWNWIND MARINE

The Cruiser's Chandlery, where you will
find extensive experience and great value!

2012

With insurance coverage from BoatU.S., you can cast off this 
boating season with peace of mind onboard and more money in 
your pocket. Insuring boats and only boats for over 45 years, our 
low-cost policies, safe boater discounts and expert claims service 
make your time on the water the best it can be. 

  Coverage for your Boat, Engine and Boating Equipment 

  Coverage for Fishing and Watersports Gear 

  On Water Towing and Roadside Assistance   

  Diminishing Deductibles, Flexible Payment Plans

  NEW! Cruising options to the Bahamas, Caribbean, Mexico & Alaska

Cruising for a better deal?
Get More for less with BoatU.S.

1-800-283-2883
Priority Code: 4848

www.BoatUS.com/insurance
All policies subject to limits and exclusions. In the state of California, the BoatU.S. Marine Insurance 

Program is provided through Boat Owners Association Insurance Services, CA License # 0H87086. 



LETTERS

 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

knew that the cartography was good, so our main concern was 
to ensure our position was accurate and to identify traffi c.
 We passed several fi shing boats and a few cargo ships, all 
with discernible lights. As we neared the Bridge, we started to 
see the bright glow of city lights through the fog off the port 
bow. Our positions had been cross-checked well up to this 
point, but this completely confused us, as there shouldn't have 
been a city there! Radar just showed the massive structure of 
the Bridge, and our GPS showed us headed toward the south 
side of the span.
 After many confusing minutes while we slowed to resolve 
the confl icts, we fi nally fi gured out that the 'city lights' were 
moving, and a large and exceedingly well-illuminated ship 
was headed out the Gate. The ship's navigation lights were 
invisible to us, perhaps partly due to the fog, but mostly due 
to the overwhelming illumination of the rest of the ship.
 I've had the same experience in other areas, where well-
lit ships look like towns when viewed against the land. And 
trying to discern positioning and movement when you are 
in restricted waters can be a dangerously time-consuming 
process. When it's foggy, it's even more diffi cult.
 AIS is a great aid nowadays, but it must be used and 
working. Having passed a 1,000-ft cargo ship with no AIS 
transmitting just a couple of months ago, I was reminded that 
a visual lookout remains necessary, even in this era of AIS.
 Cruise ships and party boats aren't the only offenders 
when it comes to navigation lights. Only about half of the 
sailing boats in the Bay display correct lights. For instance, 
it's common to see sailboats under power but not showing 
a steaming light. Often they will only have a tricolor. Or as I 
saw last night, there was a boat with her tricolor and deck 
nav lights on — a no-no in itself — but still no steaming light. 
That makes right-of-way determinations slower and more 
diffi cult. It's our responsibility to ensure good visibility and 
easily interpreted lighting as well.

Peter Henry
Balance, Valiant 42

San Francisco

⇑⇓THE NAVY CAN BE EVEN WORSE
 Cruise ships are a problem, but U.S. Navy ships are some-
times even worse. They run dark and won’t answer VHF calls. 
Although I don’t have an AIS and so I haven’t experienced it 
personally, I have been told that Navy ships don't turn on their 
AIS. On the East Coast, particularly around the entrance of 
the Chesapeake Bay, where the Navy has quite a few exercises, 
it is a problem.

Peter Mason Passano
Sea Bear, Whittholz 37

Woolwich, Maine

 Readers — Peter is no novice. Having started cruising from 
Northern California, he was awarded the prestigious Cruising 
Club of America's Bluewater Medal in '07 for his many, many 
long offshore passages.
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Commercial
Operations

Pleasure
Yachting

• COMMERCIAL
 POLICIES
 Marinas, Yards,
 Yacht Clubs,
 Brokers,
 Shipwrights

• YACHT & BOAT
 POLICIES
 Offshore, Coastal,
 Inland and
 Liveaboards

19 3 8 - 2 0 08

M
cD

ermott Costa

A N N I V E R S A R Y

70th

Bill Fowler
MCDERMOTTCOSTA INSUR-

ANCE
(510) 957-2012  Fax (510) 357-3230

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 • (510) 234-9566

COOL, COMPACT 12V DC*
AIR CONDITIONING

Enjoy year-round cabin comfort with this new
breakthrough, effi cient air conditioning unit.

*Powers through 700w inverter

CALL
FOR

QUOTE

NEW

from

SUMMER'S
HERE!
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Watching Your Budget?

Second 
Wind Sails

      

New and used sails at:
       secondwindsails.com 

  - Repairs
    - Sails made to order
        - Sail cleaning
          - Canvas cleaning and 
               Waterproofing

     4910 N.E. 11 Ave.
 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334
info@secondwindsails.com 
         800-273-8398

Turn your unwanted sails into cash

www.secondwindsails.com

Missed the boat show?
You can still get deals at our
 Raymarine Sales Event
Saturday & Sunday, July 21 & 22

Great prices & rebates on the latest 
gear from Raymarine as well as 

Garmin, Simrad, Lowrance & more!

Raymarine Mobile Showroom on-site
July 21 & 22, 9AM to 4PM

Door prizes and refreshments provided

Visit our showroom location at 
Emery Cove Yacht Harbor

3300 Powell Street, Emeryville 

Mathiesen Marine
For all of your electronics and electrical needs

(510) 350-6622  www.MathiesenMarine.com

2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

32’ CATALINA 320, ‘04	 $99,000
Clean and tidy Catalina 320 that shows near 
new. If one of these is on your wish list, you 
owe it to yourself to see this boat.

43’ COLUMBIA MKIII, ‘74	 $59,000
Created to compete successfully in prestigious 
events such as the Transpac. With self-furling 
headsail, she’s also a cruiser.

40’ HUNTER LEGEND 40.5, ‘93	 $93,500
One of the roomiest 40-footers ever built, 
this two-owner Hunter has been a local’s 
boat and is well cared for.

54’ HYLAS RAISED SALON, ‘03	 $635,000
Southern Star is an excellent opportunity to 
purchase an exceptionally well maintained 
and equipped three-stateroom RS.

43’ beneteau idylle 13.5, ‘85	 $59,900
With a spacious interior, this boat is excellent 
for the liveaboard, weekend sailor, or serious 
cruiser. Major engine overhaul!

42’ WHITBY CUSTOM CC, ‘75	 $67,500
A one-owner boat that looks to have had 
very good mechanical maintenance and has 
extensive engine and generator logs.

36’ CATALINA, ‘90	 $64,000
The teak cabinetry and woodwork are 
finished to the highest yacht standards for a 
warm, cozy interior. Ready for new owner.

49’ TRANSPAC MKII CC, ‘80	 $249,000
Owner spent five years upgrading her in 
preparation for a cruising retirement. Personal 
issues forced him to cancel those plans.

32’ DREADNOUGHT KETCH, ‘72	 $39,000
This custom-built Dreadnought was built on 
a fiberglass hull by Bill Clark, a highly- 
regarded boat builder in San Diego.

40’ custom olson, ‘84	 $62,500
With 2008 full-batten Kevlar main, she 
packs a lot of power and flies off the wind! 
Easily sailed by two competent sailors.

30’ CHEOY LEE BERMUDA, ‘64	 $10,000
Sail singlehanded or with a crew of ten. 
Feels like a sturdy offshore cruiser with the 
easy-to-sail characteristics of a daysailer.

40’ VALIANT, ‘82	 $125,000
Loaded with the gear needed for living on 
the hook while cruising. Come to San Diego to 
see what a real cruising boat looks like!

LEADER IN
BROKERAGE SALES

ON THE
WEST COAST!

BAY AREA
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It ain’t over, but it’s almost over. The last two legs of the Volvo 
Ocean Race have seen unusual Atlantic weather conditions, a change 
in the leaderboard, and more boat breakage. 
 The Leg 7 Atlantic crossing from Miami to Lisbon, Portugal, was 

a strange affair, starting off with 
a nice reach for the 70-ft boats 
but on a heading due north — 
the wrong way — because of 
high pressure and no winds to 
the east. Then the six-boat fl eet 
sailed right into a tropical depres-
sion named Alberto and battled Alberto and battled Alberto
50-knot winds. On the fi nal run 
to Lisbon, they got a variety of 
conditions and swapped the lead 
almost every day. In the end, the 
elated Abu Dhabi Ocean Racing
team came in fi rst with Groupama
and Puma Ocean Racing by BERG
rounding out the podium. Past 

overall race leader Telefónica came in fourth, handing the overall race Telefónica came in fourth, handing the overall race Telefónica
leader baton to Groupama.
 With only 21 points separating the top four teams, the Lisbon 
in-port race and the sprint from Lisbon to Lorient, France, in Leg 8 
would be vital for the teams’ survival. Telefónica was still in second Telefónica was still in second Telefónica
and only three points behind Groupama going into the in-port race.  Groupama going into the in-port race.  Groupama
But with every point from now on being so crucial, they must have 
thought they needed to be more aggressive. Right after the start they 
fouled Puma and had to do a penalty turn, which shot them to last Puma and had to do a penalty turn, which shot them to last Puma
place for the race. Groupama won the in-port race, padding their Groupama won the in-port race, padding their Groupama
overall fi rst place. 
 The North Atlantic is the training ground for all those crazy French 
sailors we read about, and everyone expected the French entry, 
Groupama, to do well in Leg 8. But unexpected winds mixed the fl eet 
up once again as the light air at the Azores turning mark morphed 
into a 45-knot gale and a drag race to the fi nish in Lorient. All the 
boats sailed full-throttle, but Groupama was fastest and fi nished Groupama was fastest and fi nished Groupama
fi rst. Puma fought Puma fought Puma Camper with Emirates Team NZ until the very end, Camper with Emirates Team NZ until the very end, Camper with Emirates Team NZ
but lost the duel and came in third following Camper in second. And Camper in second. And Camper
Telefónica may have pushed a little too hard once again, as they broke Telefónica may have pushed a little too hard once again, as they broke Telefónica
both rudders and limped into port in fi fth place, thus ending their 
chances of winning the race overall.
 The American entry, Puma, is now in second place. Skipper Kenny 
Read vows to fi ght to the end. “It is Groupama’s race to lose now,” he Groupama’s race to lose now,” he Groupama’s
said. “But that is not to say we are not going to fi ght tooth and nail for 
it. They realize they have this thing in their grasp, and I’m guessing 
they’ll do a good job of fi nishing this race off. But if they don’t want 
to do that, then we will take it from them — I guarantee that.” Tough 
talk from the cat.
 The next and fi nal leg is from Lorient to Galway, Ireland, starting 
on July 1. Two more in-port races are also scheduled, so it ain’t over 
yet. You can follow all the action at www.volvooceanrace.com.

— ncs
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a full line-up of
doin’ the doo dah

 Entering its fourth year, the Delta Doo 
Dah is a laid-back rally from San Fran-
cisco Bay to the warm waters of the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta. Fifty boats 
signed up months ago for the ‘Fab 4’ Doo 
Dah, which promises to be the best ever! 
While this year’s fl eet roster may be full, 
you can still enjoy the Delta on your own. 
See www.deltadoodah.com  for more.

volvo ocean race update

old guys (and boats) rule
 We don’t normally draw comparisons between sailboats and rail-
road machinery. But when the 82-ft, 50-ton M-class sloop Pursuit
came roaring toward us in late May with her lee rail kicking up tor-
rents of roiling foam, she seemed to be charging ahead with all the 
power of an express train trying to make up for lost time.
 As you can see by the photo on the next spread, shot near the 

continued on outside column of next sightings page

‘Camper/Emirates’ skipper Chris Nicholson 
gets a hug from his son after taking second in 
Leg 8 of the Volvo Ocean Race.
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‘Abu Dhabi’ skipper Ian Walker cried 
when he took fourth on Leg 8 — or 
maybe the salt spray just got to him.
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old boats — cont’dlatitude events
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get your ha-ha’s out!
 As of June 23, there were 63 paid en-
tries for late October’s 19th Annual Baja 
Ha-Ha Cruisers’ Rally from San Diego to 
Cabo San Lucas. We don’t have space to 
list all the entries this month, but they 
range in size from Patric Walton’s San 
Francisco-based Morgan 28 Valkyrie to Valkyrie to Valkyrie
Paxy Ltd’s Larkspur-based Oyster 655 

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Blackaller buoy during the Master Mariners Regatta, it was an awe-
some sight. But even more impressive than this vintage woodie’s 
speed and power was the fact that, after expending literally decades 
of labor restoring her, owner Ron MacAnnan, now 86, fi nally got her 
out racing again in top form. It’s probably safe to say she out-pointed 
every other boat in the fl eet. With Hank Easom on the helm and John 
Hayes calling tactics, she corrected out to second in class — a vast 
improvement over last year’s attempt when she placed eighth. Prior 
to that 2011 outing, it had been 43 years since this sleek beauty had 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

‘Puma’ is stalking ‘Groupama’, just waiting for the leader to falter.
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Gundamain, and include six catama-
rans. 
 Why do the Ha-Ha? Even if you didn’t 
want to make lots of new sailing friends 
and didn’t think there was safety in num-
bers, there is always the money angle. 
Many sailors  save more than the entry 
fee in discounts. We’ll list some of the 
discounts in the next issue of Latitude. 
Deadline for entries is September 10. To 
enter, visit www.baja-haha.com.
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old boats — cont’d events

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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run any race course. The windy ‘69 TransPac, in which three boats 
dismasted, was her previous contest.
 “I had a good time during the Master Mariners,” said Ron in his 
typically understated manner. After working on Pursuit tirelessly “six Pursuit tirelessly “six Pursuit
and a half days a week” for years, he was undoubtedly proud to have 
made such a fi ne showing, although it drives him crazy that the luff 
of his jib wasn’t as crisp as a well-starched bedsheet. Yeah, you have 
to look closely to see the tiny scallops. But for Ron, like many classic 
boat owners, anything short of picture-perfect isn’t quite good enough. 
And we can understand why. Owning a rare thoroughbred such as 

Before the race, ace tactician John Hayes (left) studied the course 
with owner Ron MacAnnan. Sausalito’s Hank Easom had the honor 
of driving during most of the 15-mile race.
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Pursuit is a weighty responsibility. According to Ron, only one other of Pursuit is a weighty responsibility. According to Ron, only one other of Pursuit
the original six M-class sloops is still around (Simba), and she’s torn Simba), and she’s torn Simba
apart in The Netherlands somewhere, bogged down in an extensive 
rebuild.
 Launched as Avatar in 1929, Avatar in 1929, Avatar Pursuit was built in Germany by Pursuit was built in Germany by Pursuit
Abeking and Rasmussen. Ron bought her in 1960 and raced her in 
the ‘61 TransPac months later. Although the maintenance work never 
ends, he hopes to put her through her paces often this summer. So 
if you see what appears to be a foaming express train bearing down 
on you, we suggest you give her a wide berth so you can savor the 
majesty of this 83-year-old warhorse. The sight of her blasting across 
the Bay will defi nitely make your day. (See page 80 for our full report 
on this year’s Master Mariners.)

— andy
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old boats — cont’d— cont’d
be a ta-ta pioneer

 As of June 20, there were fewer than 20 
spots open in the fi rst-ever SoCal Ta-Ta 
Rally, from Santa Barbara to Two Har-
bors, via Santa Cruz Island, Paradise Cove 
and King Harbor in Redondo Beach. This 
is the Southern California version of the 
Ha-Ha, run by the same folks who have 
been putting on the Ha-Ha for 19 years. 
The dates are September 9-16. For entry 
information, see www.socaltata.com.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

 It seems everyone is always trying to fi nd a new way to get ahead 
in life. Whether it’s the latest and greatest in high-tech gizmos, a 
little-known secret to success or the tried-and-true backstabbing of 
a colleague, it’s a dog-eat-dog world out there and you’ve got to stay 
hip to the latest trends to gain an edge. Laser racer Christine Neville 
doesn’t subscribe to this modern mentality. She’s old 
school. She’s one of those crazy people who believes 
she can accomplish anything she sets her mind to 
with hard work and dedication. And it would seem 
that she’s onto something.
 Though she’s been sailing since her teens, Chris-
tine got serious about racing four years ago. Two years 
ago, she packed up her $1,600 Saab and moved to 
San Francisco to focus on sailing. With her trusty La-
ser on the roof rack and her dog Annie riding shotgun, 
she made the long trek west and immediately landed 
a job at Pineapple Sails in Alameda. She quickly 
became a fi xture on the local Laser scene by making 
her way to the starting line of every regatta — this 
in addition to three or four days of practice she puts in every week. 
“Since coming here, I’ve been doing so much racing and sailing that 
I’ve defi nitely upped my game,” she says. “I love it here!”
 Her unrelenting efforts are paying off for Christine, who recently 
sailed in the 2012 Laser Radial World Championship in Boltenhagen, 
Germany. One of just fi ve Americans to compete in the event, Chris-
tine made the trek to Europe with her boyfriend and defending Laser 
slalom champ, Peter Shope, acting as her coach. Primarily competing 
against younger high school- and college-age competitors, Christine’s 
lifestyle and work ethic continued to set her apart. Selling off personal 
possessions, picking up extra hours at work, and eventually creating 
a fundraising webpage, Christine once again relied on hard work and 
dedication to make it to the event.
 “It was a wild ride to get there,” notes Christine. “I arrived at 7:30 
a.m. and was so tired that I didn’t know if I was jet-lagged or not. I 
decided to not take a nap and go sailing all day instead. I was fi ne 
until the next day when I collapsed from sleep deprivation!” After a 
good night’s sleep, Christine settled into her fi rst day of racing with 
race results of 52nd and 50th in the 70-boat fl eet. 
 “It was so competitive. I used to think that getting a good start was 
important, but I realized you have to, in fact, have a great start to great start to great
be competitive at this level. When the top 30 or 40 sailors are doing 
everything right, it’s extremely diffi cult to achieve a good result.”
 Regrouping after a challenging fi rst day, Christine came back 
stronger and posted a scorecard of 31-42. With Peter’s coaching and 
her increasing comfort and confi dence in the big fl eet, Christine came 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

girl power

Christine Neville.
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girl power — cont’d cause of aegean
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   In addition to its predictably strong winds, San Francisco Bay is 
revered as a world-class sailing destination largely due to the unique 
features that surround its central basin: The Golden Gate and Bay 
bridges; Angel, Yerba Buena and Alcatraz islands; the Sausalito 

waterfront and the Fisherman’s Wharf 
area, where the towering masts of the 
historic square-rigger Balclutha stand Balclutha stand Balclutha
as a constant reminder of the region’s 
colorful maritime history.
    But among all the sailors who cruise 
past that venerable three-master with 
awe, we’d bet that relatively few have ac-
tually walked the docks of the San Fran-
cisco Maritime National Historical Park 
to see her and her vintage companion 
vessels up close. We highly recommend 
spending time in the park and adjacent 
Maritime Museum, and we think one of 
the best ways to do so is to overnight on 

the hook in neighboring Aquatic Park Cove. Yes, that’s allowed, and 
contrary to rumors you may have heard, sailboaters can use their 
auxiliary engines when anchoring or exiting — but, of course, you’ll 
score style points if you sail onto and off the hook. (Motorboats are 
not allowed.)
    This summer the park is being proactive in encouraging sailors to 
use the Cove: “This protected location offers beautiful views of the 
Bay and the City, hosts two swimming/rowing clubs and an active 
Sea Scout Base, and is home port to the park’s Age of Sail youth edu-
cation programs,” administrators explained in a recent release. And 
we’re reminded that the Hyde Street cable car line, which terminates 
across the street from the park, will take you right to Union Square 
in the heart of downtown.
    Day-use anchoring (for free) is on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 
(But vessels over 40 feet in length or 8 feet in draft need park approval 
prior to entering the Cove.) No permit is required for day use, except 
on high-use days or during major waterfront events. Overnight stays 
of up to fi ve days do require a (free) permit from the harbormaster.
    One thing you always need to keep in mind here, however, is that 
there may be swimmers in the water at any time of day, so always 
post a bow watch when entering or exiting. (Dinghies can be landed 
just south of the swim club buildings.) For more info on the Cove or 
permits, contact Harbormaster Janie Mayton at (415) 859-6807 or 
nps_safr_harbor_master@nps.gov. For general park info call the visitor 
center at (415) 447-5000 or visit www.nps.gov/safr.

— andy 

anchor in style at aquatic park

back for the third day of racing to post two impressive scores of 21-25. 
In spite of her improving results, she just barely missed qualifying for 
the Gold Fleet. After three more hard days of racing, she ultimately 
fi nished 17th in the 66-boat-strong Silver Fleet. 
 “It was such an incredibly great experience to compete in a World 
Championship regatta,” says Christine. “The high level of competi-
tion and all of the wonderful sailors from all over the world made the 
event a great opportunity for me to learn and get better. Humbled 
by the competition yet inspired by her rapidly improving results, she 
talks with an air of confi dence when she says, “My next big regatta 
is the Laser Radial North Americans in the Columbia River Gorge in 
August. It’s a mixed-gender fl eet, so I’ll be racing against girls and
boys.” One thing’s certain, Christine Neville will be one to keep tabs 
on. Watch out, boys . . .

— ronnie simpson

Drop anchor in Aquatic park, row 
ashore and enjoy the Park. 

Many sailors wrongly believe they can’t 
use their motors in Aquatic Park — just 
watch closely for swimmers at all times.

 In an announcement that surprised 
few, US Sailing's Independent Review 
Panel offi cially concluded that the Hunter 
376 Aegean ran into North Coronado Is-Aegean ran into North Coronado Is-Aegean
land during the Newport to Ensenada Race 
in late April, killing everyone aboard as a 
result. "The Panel gathered information 
from race organizers, collected data from 
the Aegean’s track during the Race, and Aegean’s track during the Race, and Aegean
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accident confi rmed the unsinkable molly brown
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 Tom Luce had a rude awakening on May 10 when he found his 
Hunter 33 Molly Brown hard aground just outside the Pt. San Pablo Molly Brown hard aground just outside the Pt. San Pablo Molly Brown
Yacht Harbor. But she wasn't so much aground as stuck on some-
thing. 
 "I'd anchored in front of the marina, some distance from several 
PVC poles stuck in the mud, to wait out some heavy winds," Luce 
explained. "My anchor apparently dragged enough during the night to 
move me closer to the poles, and around 7:30 a.m. I heard crunching 

met with the US Coast Guard San Diego 
Sector’s investigation team," noted the 
statement issued yesterday. "The Panel will 
continue their efforts to document the acci-
dent, draw conclusions, share the lessons 
learned and offer recommendations to the 
sailing community. A full report from US 
Sailing is expected by the end of July."

— ladonna
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 NEWPORT, OREGON — While we’re 
not inclined to buy into the mainstream 
media’s hysteria over the debris field 
set adrift after the Japanese tsunami in 
March 2011, the recent groundings of 
large — and very hard — objects can’t help 
sending a shiver down the spine of anyone 
who plans to sail home from Hawaii this 
summer. The most recent addition to the 
growing list of fl otsam discovered along 
the West Coast is an enormous dock 
that washed ashore at Newport, Oregon’s 
Agate Beach in June. Measuring 66 feet 

Richmond Bridge

Pt. San Pablo

Richmond

noises near the rudder." 
 It turns out Molly had drifted over and onto the poorly marked Molly had drifted over and onto the poorly marked Molly
remains of an old wreck. As the tide continued to dump out of San 
Pablo Bay, Molly settled farther and farther onto the hulk, damag-Molly settled farther and farther onto the hulk, damag-Molly
ing her rudder. Luce initially tried to get himself out of the jam but, 
having inadvertently left his running lights on all night, his engine 
wouldn't turn over. By the time help arrived, he was set too fi rmly on 
the wreck to move and had to wait for the tide to come back in.
 "This was my fi rst boating accident since I started sailing in Bos-
ton Harbor in '73," he said. "I just want to warn others about this 
underwater menace since there are no signs indicating what the PVC 
poles just west of the marina breakwater are marking. Did they mean 
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one object below? Several things under each one? Did they mark a 
channel? They turned out to mark one side of the wreck, but how 
could visiting cruisers know that?"
 Luce, who's owned Molly Brown for a little Molly Brown for a little Molly Brown
more than a year and keeps her in Berke-
ley, had the boat towed to Berkeley Marine 
Center, where he learned the costs related 
to the accident could easily top more than 
$3,500, and with minimal insurance, he'll 
bear the full brunt. 
 "I'm getting nowhere with fi nding out 
who's responsible for installing adequate 
signage, even though everyone locally agrees 
it's a problem," Luce said. "The marina staff, 
who were very helpful, told me there have 
been many complaints made to various 
authorities over the years — they said there are at least 100 anchors 
caught on that wreck — but everyone just passes the buck. I would 
give anything just to have had an adequate sign telling me what I was 
headed into."

— ladonna

long by 19 feet wide by 7 feet tall, the dock 
was one of four that broke free during the 
tsunami. Another was found on an island 
near where it had originally been moored, 
which leaves two unaccounted for.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY — Enterprising SAN FRANCISCO BAY — Enterprising SAN FRANCISCO BAY
sailors looking to make a quick buck off 
the America’s Cup hype might want to 
take note that the Coast Guard is issuing 
a public advisory about illegal passenger 
vessels that are plying Bay waters. It may 
seem a relatively benign ‘bending’ of the 
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 In this month’s Letters, Bruce Munro assails the San Francisco 
Recreation and Parks Department for what he views as their attempt 
to change the rules on the tenants at San Francisco Marina. Munro 
says every tenant has a contract with the marina that states, among 
other things: 1) They have a permanent right to a slip; 2) They have 
a right to transfer the right to the slip when selling their boat, sub-
ject to a reasonable transfer fee; and 3) They have the right to sublet 
their slips six months out of every year. The legal folks for the City of 
San Francisco say they don’t believe the tenants have any of those 
rights.
 Finding the Rec & Parks folks, as well as other city offi cials, 
unresponsive to their concerns and input, the Harbor Association, 
including Munro, have decided they have no choice but to fi le suit 
against the City over the new harbor rules. Among the things that 
make Munro and other tenants angry is the feeling that the City is 
trying to intimidate them. In order for tenants to get a temporary berth 
while the City is in the middle of a more-than-year-long rebuild of the 
harbor, the City is requiring that tenants acknowledge they have no 
right to a permanent berth. In other words, the City is forcing them 
to sign away their rights in order to get a temporary berth. Munro 
says such hardball tactics are wrong and unworthy of the City. 
 No matter what happens with this situation, it appears that the 
seemingly sweetheart deal tenants at the San Francisco Marina have 
long had with the City will be coming to an end. While a fi nal decision 
hasn’t been made, San Francisco Marina fees are slated to go up from 
their long-time below-market rate to a more competitive $14.50 a foot 
when construction is completed. A major increase in slip fees, over 
a period of years, is apparently in the works for tenants of the City’s 
South Beach Harbor, too.

— richard

sf marina tenants are fi ghting mad

At the entrance to Pt. San Pablo Yacht 
Harbor, white PVC poles mark an old 
wreck that caught Tom Luce.

continued in middle column of next sightings page

She didn’t sink, but ‘Molly Brown’ 
suffered terrible rudder damage.
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 As we go to press, the America's Cup World Series 2011-2012 is 
just wrapping up at Fort Adams State Park in Newport, RI. You know 
what that means? Well, aside from Jimmy Spithill hopefully showing 
the world that Oracle Team USA is tops? They are San Francisco-
bound at last!

america’s cup action bay-bound
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shorts
 And Oakland-bound, too, if MC Hammer has anything to do with 
it. The Oakland-born rapper was seen giving an exultant salute at 
the helm of an Oracle catamaran with Russell Coutts off San Fran-
cisco's Mission Bay in mid-June. It was Hammer's fi rst time steering 
a sailboat. "I was having a ball, unbelievable," he said back ashore. 
"I put it in two-wheel motion! I was ghost-ridin' that whip!" (Check 

www.urbandictionary.com if you're too sailor and urbandictionary.com if you're too sailor and urbandictionary.com
not enough street.) 
 Hammer's hot on the Cup, and he intends to 
include Jack London Square and the East Bay 
in more festivities. Plus, "an element of hipness," 
natch. And for a sport that has struggled with di-
versity, Hammer has this to say about the Cup: "It 
has no ethnicity. No color. Just experience it. Look 
for the audience to be broadened!" 
 Hammer also donates energy helping disadvan-
taged youth, and he's got his eye on the Red Bull 
Youth America's Cup — deets were announced in 
May at an event overshadowed by an AC45 smack 
dab in the middle of Union Square. The youth race 
will take place prior to the America's Cup fi nals, 
which start September 7, 2013. The teams must 

be men and women 19 to 23 years of age who are citizens of their 
sponsoring nation. They'll use hand-me-down cats from the AC World 
Series. The U.S. will have a national team, and the Bay Area will get 
its own team as the host venue.
 In addition to backing the Youth America's Cup, Red Bull is a new 
Oracle Team USA sponsor. (We must say the Red Bull branding is a 
colorful addition to USA's AC45 cats skimming around the Bay.)
 The 34th America's Cup itself kicks off with the Louis Vuitton Cup 
on July 4, one year from now, in 72-ft catamarans under a tightly 
crafted AC72 design rule. In the lead-up, the AC World Series is re-
quired multi-city racing by all teams in 45-ft one design AC45 cata-
marans. The 2012-2013 series starts next month in San Francisco, 
with tight Cityfront courses to be raced August 21-26.
 World Series racing has no bearing on standings in the 34th 
America's Cup, but with a grueling combination of fl eet racing, match 
racing and speed trials, it sure has been fun to watch. Points are 
awarded based on combined fl eet and match racing performance.
 Heading into Newport, Spithill's boat, USA 4, topped the overall 
series standings, two points ahead of Emirates Team New Zealand, 
skippered by Dean Barker. Sweden's Artemis Racing (Terry Hutchinson) Artemis Racing (Terry Hutchinson) Artemis Racing
and France's Energy Team (Loïck Peyron) were in third and fourth.Energy Team (Loïck Peyron) were in third and fourth.Energy Team
 In San Francisco, we're expecting 10 boats from eight countries. 
In addition to the top four, there are Team Korea, Oracle Team USA 
5, Italy's Luna Rossa Piranha and Swordfi sh, and China Team (Phil 
Robertson). The UK's Ben Ainslie Racing will make its fi rst appearance, 
following Ben's attempt to take a fourth Olympic gold in the Finn.
 By the time you read this, the AC World Series — boats, bases, 
equipment — will be packed up in dozens of shipping containers 
aboard a single ship bound via the Panama Canal for San Francisco 
in late July. Bases and hoists will be set up on Piers 30-32 (future 
home of the Warriors?). Oracle Team USA will stay at Pier 80. AC 
Regatta Management has secured space for support boats at South 
Beach Harbor, and Sweden's Artemis team is setting up in Alameda 
for their AC72 operations. With the full entry deadline extended to 
August 1, the question everyone's asking is, who's in for the actual 
Cup next year?
 On June 18, Team Korea announced they were all in, entry fee 
paid. They join Artemis, Emirates Team New Zealand, Luna Rossa, 
and Oracle Team USA. With both New Zealand and Team USA plan-
ning two-boat campaigns, there will be at least seven AC72s tearing 
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MC Hammer took the helm 
of an AC45 last month.

law, but the Coast Guard takes the of-
fense quite seriously — as they should — 
and are boarding boats they suspect are 
illegally carrying paying passengers. The 
fi nes can be quite hefty — up to $32,500 
— and the Coasties say they’ve already 
slapped illegal operations with nearly 
$2,500 worth of fi nes since the beginning 
of May.
 If you’re considering buying tickets on 
a paid cruise, the Coast Guard recom-
mends asking to see the captain’s USCG 
license and making sure the boat has a 
USCG Certifi cate of Inspection promi-

The crew of ‘Pelican’ fl aps hello.
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The summer sailing season on San Fran-
cisco Bay couldn’t be sweeter. Just ask 
Paul Nielsen on his Olson 34 ‘Culebra’.

it up on the Bay next summer.
 We should see AC72 action shortly. July 1 is the fi rst date the 
giant cats can be launched, per the race protocol. The Kiwis have 
provisionally set July 21. Team USA is looking at August. On June 
12, the team's 13-story wingsail and crossbeams arrived by truck at 
Pier 80 (even in two pieces the size of the wingsail required routing 
the truck through San Jose rather than over the Bay Bridge).
 Artemis has been sailing their AC72 wingsail mounted on an 
ORMA 60 trimaran. The tri doesn't quite run afoul of the July 1 rule, 
as CEO Paul Cayard delightedly explains when given the chance. 
Unfortunately, the rig came crashing down in late May, which pushed 
back the team's AC72 launch until October. Fingers crossed for an 
Oracle-Artemis rumble in AC72s at that time.

— paul oliva

nently displayed. Call (415) 399-3547 to 
verify a license or the status of a boat, or 
to report an illegal charter operation. If 
you have your Coast Guard license, your 
boat needs to be inspected before you 
take more than six paying passengers 
or you’re at risk of losing your ticket, as 
well as being fi ned. If you’re not licensed 
and are thinking of subsidizing your slip 
fee by taking out paying customers, do 
everyone a favor and stop thinking. Not 
only are you at risk of being caught, but 
you might inadvertently be putting those 
customers at risk.

‘Sea Star’ smashes out of Richardson Bay. Breakin’ out on ‘Breakout’.

It takes fi nesse on ‘Vitesse Too’.
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 One of the last things my mother said to me just prior to her pass-
ing away was, “I wish I’d taught all my children how to sail.” Although 
my mother was the daughter of Ernest Nunes, and granddaughter of 
Manuel Nunes of the Nunes Brothers of Sausalito, my siblings and I 
had no knowledge of boats, let alone how to sail. I remember the sto-
ries my mother and Aunt Bee Basford (Manuel’s daughter) told about 
the boats built by my great-grandfather’s yard — Zacas, Hurricanes, 
Mercuries and Bear Boats. One of the very few memories I have of 
my grandfather is when my mother walked me as a small child to 
the boatyard and I heard the sounds of the hammer clanking as my 
grandfather worked in his shop.
 I’d always dreamed of learning how to sail and owning a boat one 

continued on outside column of next sightings page

LATE, TONGA — Rescuers spent days 
scouring the small Tongan island of Late, 
about 30 miles west of Vava’u, last month 
in search of two Australian sailors whose 
Bavaria 50 Navillus broke up on a reef Navillus broke up on a reef Navillus
off the island on June 14. Ian Thompson 
and Erwin Claus, both in their late 60s, 
had been delivering Thompson’s newly 
purchased boat from the Caribbean to the 
Whitsundays, where he planned to retire. 
Claus was able to call his wife after the 
pair went aground, but no sign of them 
was found, though plenty of wreckage was 

Patti thought the boat was a lost cause, but put her faith in Bruce.

Patti’s dream has come true — 
she’s learning how to sail on ‘Patti 
Bear’, a Bear Boat built by her 
grandfather, Ernest Nunes.
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day — not just any boat, but one built by the Nunes Brothers — but 
my life took another direction and it wasn’t until I was in my 50s 
that my dream became a reality. And to think, my stumbling into 
this wonderful new adventure all came about accidentally after an 
argument with my brother Russ over the boats built by our family. 
 Wanting to prove my point (whatever it was), I searched the internet 
and ended up on the web page for the San Francisco Bay Bear Boat 
Association. An ad for a vintage wooden Bear Boat 
(#37) caught my eye. Root Bear was built in 1947  Root Bear was built in 1947  Root Bear
by the Nunes Brothers and could be acquired from 
the Napa Valley Marina essentially for free. The ad 
said “Root Bear is in rough shape and is basically Root Bear is in rough shape and is basically Root Bear
stripped inside.”
 Although I had no knowledge of what it would take 
to bring a vintage wooden boat back to seaworthy 
condition, something compelled me to call Kirby Long 
at Napa Valley Marina. After telling him my story, 
he gave me the phone number for Bruce Martens, 
a surveyor who also works on wooden boats, and 
who’d owned Root Bear for a short time. His fi rst Root Bear for a short time. His fi rst Root Bear
words were, “I grew up in Sausalito, and I played in 
the Nunes Brothers boatyard when I was a boy.” At 
that moment, I felt a kindred spirit and knew that 
our paths were meant to cross.
 My husband, Keith, and I met Bruce at the marina 
to check her out. My heart sank when I laid eyes on her. The ad hadn’t 
lied: she was in very rough shape. I remember thinking that it was an 
impossible task and that she could never sail again. Bruce assured 
me several times that she could be brought back to life, and that he 
could do the work. I felt compelled to trust him, so I committed to 
Root Bear.
 Bruce started the restoration of the newly-renamed Patti Bear this Patti Bear this Patti Bear
past February, and Keith and I would help on the weekends. After 50 
days of work, and with three generations of Ernie Nunes’ descendants 
on hand, Patti Bear was launched and rechristened. The project of Patti Bear was launched and rechristened. The project of Patti Bear
restoring a piece of our family’s heritage and bringing our vintage 
wooden Bear back to the water has given my family and me a great 
sense of pride and fulfi llment. 
 And now, after all these years, I’m fi nally learning how to sail.

— patti tipton

bear — cont’d

Patti Tipton, great-grand-
daughter of Manuel 
Nunes, knew she had 
to rescue a family heir-
loom.

Bruce Martens was able to complete the resto-
ration he’d started on ‘Root Bear’ years ago.

Her trust was rewarded in the end.

 We're saddened to report that Max Young, who spent nine years 
circumnavigating aboard his Sacramento-based Perry 47 Refl ections
and who was on his way back to the Bay after spending the last couple 
years in the Caribbean, lost his boat on June 13 off the coast of Baja 
after a collision with a whale. 
 According to the Coast Guard, Young was singlehanding about 40 
miles west of Punta Abreojos when the whale breached, damaging 
the boat's prop shaft and rudder and causing her to take on water. 
Young activated his EPIRB, and the Coast Guard Command Center in 
Alameda responded by diverting an HC-130 and requesting assistance 
from the 623-ft bulk carrier Ocean Virgo, which was about 60 miles 
away.
 By the time the plane crew made contact with Young, around 2 a.m., 
Refl ections was riding low in rough seas while Young did his best to Refl ections was riding low in rough seas while Young did his best to Refl ections
keep up with the infl ow. The fl ight crew stayed on scene until Ocean 
Virgo arrived around 4 a.m. Young, who was apparently uninjured, Virgo arrived around 4 a.m. Young, who was apparently uninjured, Virgo
was taken aboard the Panama-bound ship at sunrise. He planned to 
return quickly to Northern California. We hope to have a full account 
of his story in a future edition of Latitude 38of his story in a future edition of Latitude 38of his story in a future edition of .

— ladonna

refl ections sinks after whale collisionrefl ections sinks after whale collisionrefl ections

recovered. Searchers had hoped they made 
it ashore, but after a week, the search was 
suspended.

SAN FRANCISCO — Five years after his 
disappearance on an ash-scattering voyage 
aboard his Gashouse Cove-based C&C 40 
Tenacious, Jim Gray was declared legally 
dead by a San Francisco court in May. 
While this brings closure to Gray’s family 
and many friends, the unexplained nature 
of his disappearance has left an indelible 
mark on the local sailing community.

— ladonna
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our kind of crazy
 I’m often asked about cruising with kids. Is it diffi cult? I’ve overheard 
people talking about us. We’re brave, apparently, and it’s not because 
of the ocean, or the remote places we go; it’s because Tucker and I took 
our kids Ruby, 7, and Miles, 4, cruising aboard our Emeryville-based 
Cal 43 Convivia. We’re also crazy, according to a guy hiking behind us 
recently in French Polynesia. The guy in the slip next to us for a week 
in La Cruz thought we must love the commotion, mess, and noise of 
fi ve little kids running around the boat. 
 Most people out here have waited until their kids were grown and, 
from what I gather, most people are unwilling to live this closely with 
their kids day-in and day-out. Here’s what my life is like: I make break-

fast, and do dishes, and read books, and bake 
bread, and perpetually come up with dinner 
ideas. I wash laundry, and remind the kids to 
fl ush the toilet and wash their hands, and pick 
up their Legos, and fi nish a chapter. I take the 
clothes off the line, and sweep the fl oor, and 
tell the kids to get their shoes on and fi nd their 
water bottles and get in the dinghy. I’m always 
behind on the laundry, the toilets need scrub-
bing and it’s diffi cult to take the kids to the 
grocery store. My life is the exactly the same as 
any stay-at-home mom’s with two little kids.
 Some cruisers without kids wonder why 
I would travel this way. They wonder why I 
would trade the ease of dropping my kids off at 
school, hiring out the cleaning, and going out 
to dinner for the trouble of doing it all myself, 
while living with them in our tiny space.
 It’s true. Because of our kids, we don’t get 
to spend a whole day snorkeling. We don’t get 

to take the longest hike and climb to the highest viewpoint. We don’t 
get to go out to a fancy dinner or (successfully) sneak into a resort 
swimming pool. We don’t get to stay up late on anyone else’s boat.
 On the other hand, because of our kids, we do get to meet locals. 
We connect to families with whom we don’t share a language because 
we fi gure out that our children were born weeks apart. We are under-
stood when our little one’s legs get too tired and need a shoulder carry. 
“Fatigué,” they say. They’ve taken care of their own little ones, too. 
Because of our kids, we’re handed a couple more bananas before we 
walk home, smiled at as we order ice cream, and laughed at when Miles 
walks right up to everyone and begins to speak, in English, without 
ever stopping to notice that they don’t understand a word. Because 
of our kids, people seem to understand that we’re not on vacation.
 We wanted to go cruising before we had kids. In fact, part of the 
reason we had kids was that we wanted to travel with them. We always 
planned on taking care of our own kids — that’s not to say I didn’t 
research Swiss boarding schools for three-year-olds once or twice — 
and that one of us would stay home with them. So, for now, we both 
stay home. And it is so much easier. We get to share in the work of 
child care and the joy of the kids’ making some pretty amazing dis-
coveries.
 What we get and give our children are life stories that include 
sailing across the Pacifi c, hiking to the third highest waterfall in the 
world, wading with black tip sharks, swimming from the boat in clear, 
warm, turquoise water, snorkeling around a coral reef, bike riding 
on an atoll called Fakarava, and birthdays that will be celebrated in 
Tahiti, Suwarrow, and Fiji. We’ll see mountains and jungles, beaches 
and volcanoes, full moons and shooting stars. And that’s only part of 
it. That’s only this year.
 Their world view already includes three languages. They mix Span-
ish with their English, and are adding French every day. They don’t 

 When Senator Christine Kehoe ini-
tially submitted SB 623 — legislation 
that eventually would ban copper-based 
bottom paint — last year, Latitude cau-Latitude cau-Latitude
tiously supported it, even though we’re 
not overly fond of government intrusion 
in people’s lives. But a revised version of 
the bill added so many caveats and loop-
holes — or maybe they should be called 
sinkholes — that we considered it a lame-
duck piece of legislation and “a complete 
waste of the legislature’s valuable time.”
 It seems Senator Kehoe agreed with us. 

Meeting local kids is one of the 
best rewards of cruising with 
young children.
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‘Convivia’ is home to the Bradford 
family: Tucker, Victoria, Ruby & 
Miles. Together they climb moun-
tains, cross oceans and learn 
about the world around them.

look twice at a man with a half-tattooed face and a pencil urchin spine 
through his ear wearing a boar tusk necklace. They’re explorers with 
no end to their questions and discoveries.
 For the people wondering why we’re out here in the South Pacifi c 
with our kids: We couldn’t wait! We worked hard to make sure this 
was one of our choices in our life, and of course we’re going to cruise 
with our kids. We love the warm breezes and beautiful ocean, too. 
It’s amazing to be here, even if we miss out on a thing or two because 
we’re busy picking up toys off the fl oor . . . again. We’re working hard 
to take care of our home and our children, and we’d rather keep doing 
that with an absolutely stunning view.

— victoria bradford
www.forgeover.com

Last month, she shelved the legislation 
for the time being so unfi nished studies 
could offer quantifi able scientifi c data to 
refi ne it. She also hopes to incorporate the 
federal EPA’s method of gauging copper 
levels and a pending state determina-
tion of the safe levels of low-leach copper 
paints. “It makes sense to defer the bill 
until some of these essential items are 
completed in 2013,” Kehoe said.
 Since Kehoe’s term is ending, the ulti-
mate fate of the bill remains to be seen.

— ladonna
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