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Sticky Note
Welcome to the August 2011 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Lorenzo Berho's Kernan 68 'Peligroso' lightin' it up in the Molokai Channel.

Photo by Sharon Green/www.ultimatesailing.com
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A perfect ending to a hot August day.
Grand Marina - Simply beautiful!

* Prime deep water concrete slips

in a variety of sizes DIRECTORY of
» Great Estuary location at the heart GRAND MARINA
of the beautiful Alameda Island TENANTS
* Complete bathroom and shower Bay Island Yachts ........cccoovereuennce. 6
facility, heated and tiled Blue Pelican Marine................... 162
. The Boat Yard at Grand Marina..... 9
* FREE pump out station open 24/7 | [ ee Sails.........ooocrcoss 160 GRAND MARINA
e Full Service Marine Center and Marchal Sailmakers ..................... 62 )
haul out facility New Era Yachts .....ccccocevveeriennene. 168 RS T
. Pacific Crest Canvas..................... 51
* Free parking Pacific Yacht Imports ................... 12 5 1 0 - §f?50- 1 2 00
N 5 ) UK-Halsey Sailmakers..................... Leasing ce Open Daily
R e 2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
* And much more... www.grandmarina.com
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We’ve Got Them Coming and Going

PHOTOS LATITUDE 38/ROB GRANT
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California Condor*

Buzz Blackett’s Antrim-designed Class 40, California Condor, won this Spring’s Crewed Farallones Race.
The 58-mile race combined a breezy beat from San Francisco to the Farallon Islands and varying condi-
tions for the reach back to the finish.

The California Condor, the bird not the boat, has the largest wing span of any bird in North America. The
head of the mainsail on California Condor, the boat not the bird, measures 11-ft across. The crew reefed the
sail for the windy upwind part of the race, then shook the reef, shifting gears to fly to the finish with the
full main and “all purpose” Airx asymmetric spinnaker.

California Condor’s entire sail inventory is from Pineapple Sails, designed and built at our Alameda loft.
Each sail was carefully crafted to fit this fast and complex boat - and Buzz’s plan for racing her.

Race or cruise, since 1973 we've been committed to building only the highest quality sails. So give us a call.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2
Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at: West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

77| PINEAPPLE SAILS

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Kame Richards
*Powered by Pineapples
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Copyright 2011 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.
Latitude 38 welcomes editorial confributions in the form of stories, anec-
: dotes, photographs — anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line
CE REDUCED somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to
— a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety
1979, $18,900 1987, $17,500 of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be
NEWPORT 30 . legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically,
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=" In Grand Marina colf-Clichossad, Smped Selope. Submissions nol Gccompanied by an SASE
2099 Grand Street will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs
fi I ificall t them; i ill k just fine.
Alameda, CA 94501 Nofiietion fime varies wiih our woroad. but genarally s four 10 sk weel.
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions
- to editorial@latitude38s. , il fo Latitude 38 editorial d rt t, 15
: YACHTWRLDM L%c?uslf X:I/g., l\/(I:;III\Volliy, C(Z:X ?49% .r?grl m%reosrl);c%c infirrlncc;rlli%n, ?e%%ers?i?riters‘
1978, $] 7,000 guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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Save Big on Select Beneteau Models!

BeWHETEAL

If you're looking for true value and boating
enjoyment and are tired of looking at used boats
that offer a lot of work but not a lot of value, make
a break for new and find true value.

Save thousands on a

new Beneteau from 31

to 40 feet. Take delivery

&8 of a new 2012 hull at

| 2010 prices. Limited fac-

- d tory availability: At press

time, there are only two 37s, two 31s, one 40 and
one 34 left at sale prices. Sale ends August 15.

(S
ISLAND PACKET YACHTS

Your Chance to Own an
Island Packet at Dealer Cost

=== If your dream of an

—| Island Packet seems

to get further away

as prices go up, this

is your opportunity to
buy a like-new dealer
demo at incredible
savings. This is definite-
ly a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

Call to schedule your appointment to view
these new models:

Beneteau First 35
Sense 43
Beneteau 37

Beneteau First 30

Be one of the first 10 buyers of the newest
production yacht |
from Island
Packet and save
10%. Secure the
opportunity to
save $34,000 on
this exciting new
boat.

oY

a Ly

= |

D F_

Island Packet 38, 993
$135,000

Pacific Seacraft
Beneteau 361
Beneteau First 36s7
Beneteau First 36s7
CS sloop

Island Packet 350
Dehler

Ericson

C&C 35 Mk Il
Catalina

165,000 Tiffany Jayne
132,000 Aloha sloop
135,000 Cs

137,500 Hunter 33.5

Beneteau 40, 2009
$209,000

Dehler 41, 1998
$175,000

SAIL

54' Moody 2001
50" Hollman 1989
47" Vagabond 1983
45' Beneteau First 45f5 1991
44" Norseman 447 1984
42' Beneteau 423 2005
42' Cascade 1971
41' Tartan 4100 1996
40" Sea Wolf ketch 1968
39' Beneteau 393 2006
39' Beneteau 393 2003
38" Island Packet 1993
37' Beneteau 373 2005

$665,000
149,000
185,000
139,000
225,000
199,500
39,900
219,000
68,000

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

www.passageyachts.com

BENETEAU

Ericson 38, 1988 Beneteau 370, 1991 Tartan 37,1982
$79,500 $69,900 $65,000

1984 129,000 33' Yamaha 1978
2000 105,000 32' Beneteau 321 2000
1998 93,900 32' Island Packet 320 1998
1998 99,500 32' J/32 1997
1988 62,500 28' Alerion 2002
1999 159,000 25' Cal 2-25 w/trailer 1979
1996 82,000
1978 24,900 POWER
1983 49,000 61' Mikelson SFPH 2001
1986 44,900 53' Navigator CPMY 1998
1982 37,500 42' Californian aft cabin 1987
1984 49,000 38' Pearson True North 2007
33,900 29' Shamrock 2001
1992 45,000 28' Bayliner 288 flybridge 2005

25,000
73,500
110,000
87,500
80,000
11,900

990,000
269,000
99,500
359,000
120,000
49,900

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Suite #101
Alameda, CA
p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

ISLAND PACKET ALERION SWIFT TRAWLER BROKERAGE



BOAT
LOANS

from

Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach
from people
you can trust”

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH
(800) 690-7770

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG
MARGE BROOKSHIRE

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com

Page 6 o Latitude 38 o August, 2011

SUBSCRIPTIONS s

www.latitude38.com
TO PAY FOR YOUR
- SUBSCRIPTION
1 eBooks email list. Free! ONLINE
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
X process changes/additions,
Email: plus delivery time.

U Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (pelivery time 2-3 weeks;
Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

[ Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.)
[ Third Class Renewal [ First Class Renewal  (current subs. only!)
U Gift Subscription  card to

read from:

NOTE: FPO/APO (military), Canada, Mexico, and subscriptions going to
a correctional facility are first class only. Sorry, no foreign subscriptions.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone: () Email:

&ﬁ%ﬂ;"ﬂgﬁgﬁ U mastercarD  Hvisa [ AMERICAN EXPRESS
Min. Charge $12  \yper- Exp.: csv:

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
[J Back Issues = $7 ea. MONTH/YEAR:
DISTRIBUTION

[J We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
(Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

[ Current issue = $6 ea.

[ Please send me further information for distribution outside California

Business Name Type of Business

Address

City State Zip

County Phone Number

"we go where the wind blows"

Publisher/Exec. Editor ............ Richard Spindler............. richard@latitude38.com 111
Associate Publisher. John Arndt..... ..john@Iatitude38.com ..... . 108
Managing Editor . Andy Turpin ... ..andy@Iatitude38.com .... . 112
Editor... LaDonna Bubak. ..ladonna@Iatitude38.com .ext. 109
Racing Editor ...... Rob Grant.........ccocevennen rob@Iatitude38.com................ . 105
Contributing Editors John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales.... John Arndt........ccooevennne john@latitude38.com............... . 108
Advertising Sales.... Mike Zwiebach............... mikez@Iatitude38.com............ .107
General Manager ... Colleen Levine................ colleen@Iatitude38.com . 102
Production/Web .. Christine Weaver ... ..chris@latitude38.com .... . 103
Production/Photos... Annie Bates-Winship ......annie@latitude38.com ... . 106
Bookkeeping Penny Clayton................. 101
DireCtions t0 OUF OFfICE.........covrueieeieieiere e press 4
Subscriptions....... . ...press 1,4
Classifieds... ...press 1,1
Distribution.. distribution@Iatitude38.com. ...press 1,5
Editorial ... editorial@latitude38.com press 1,6
Calendar.. calendar@Iatitude38.com
Other email general@latitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941
Ph: (415) 383-8200 Fax: (415) 383-5816




Cruising\Yachts, Inc.

THE NEW 2011 JEANNEAU 409
“EUROPEAN BOAT OF THEYEAR”

FirsT oNE SOLD wiTHIN A WEEK!
INEXT ONE ARRIVES IN AuG. 201 ]

Exclusive Dealer for Jeanneau, Hunter and Caliber Yachts

)

e a s T ———

2011 JEANNEAU 42 DS
Call for Summer Sale Pricing

2009 HUNTER 50 CC
Asking $399,000

i

1991 STOREBRO 50
Asking $225,000

2007 HUNTER 44 DS
Two Available - Call!

2005 BENETEAU 373
Reduced $134,000

- = i B
1988 KROGEN 42
Reduced $129,000

See over 100 new and used yacht listings at www.cruisingyachts.net

)

2011 HUNTER 45 DS
Call for Summer Sale Pricing

T e T T L e G

2005 JEANNEAU 49
Reduced $299,000

e
1998 HUNTER 410
New Listing $118,750

2002 HUNTER 466
New Listing $204,500

2000 JEANNEAU 40
Reduced $139,000

2004 HUNTER 36
Our Trade-in! $120,000

=

|~
¥

)
4
e
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A

e e ]

2007 BENETEAU 343
Reduced $105,000

2007 BENETEAU 323
Asking $91,000

We are California’s largest used yacht broker with 6 waterfront locations
throughout California. We have the resources to get your yacht SOLD!

San Diego
(619) 681-0633

Newport Beach
(949) 650-7245

Alameda
(510) 521-1327

Sausalito
(415) 332-3181

Marina del Rey
(310) 822-9400

Oxnard
(805) 791-2082




2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
: dseak 7, San Diego, CA 9210 E
a YaChtflndefs/ Wlﬂ erS #1 Selling Brokerage on the info@yachtfinders.biz
aaw in the heart of West Coast in 2010! www.yachtfinders.biz rss
San Diego’s boating community Professionally staffed (619) 224-2349

gidloreiisteicavy Toll Free (866) 341-6189

[ L] ] L L] ]
L] L]
- )' L H T af
50' DAVIDSON CUSTOM, '82 $129,000 49' CHOATE PETERSON, '85 $127,000 43' CHEQY LEE MOTORSAILER, '89 $135,000 40' ISLANDER PETERSON '79  $59,500
L} The rig has fractional jibs and masthead She has an extensive inventory listthat will The owner has spent a lot of time and Two private staterooms and comfortable L
spinnaker, a large cockpit, perfect for provide safety and comfort for extended money going through her systems and layout. Well equipped for cruising and also
racers and friends alike. adventures. Eager seller! equipment. His loss, your gain. makes a great family boat.
-l
-q
I

38' CATALINA S&S 38, '80 $48,500 37' KIWI PETERSON, '80 $39,900 36' CATALINA, '89 $49,500 35' COOPER 353, '81 $52,500
Upgraded over the years...most of the Designed by Doug Peterson, built by Kiwi Totally race optimized and professionally This very capable coastal cruiser will
L systems and wiring have been replaced/ Boats, and delivered for the 1979 SORC. maintained. Proven race winner Newport- be the envy of those interested in a L]
s upgraded, so she should be turn-key. Continually modernized. Ensenada and PHRF Class Champ. pilothouse-style sailing vessel.

#®® 341 0LSON ERICSON, '89 $56,500 30' LM PILOTHOUSE, '84 $49,500 30' CATALINA, '86 $21,900 27' PACIFIC SEACRAFT ORION,'80 $44,000 *& %
Rarely found on the market, she offers a Very seaworthy motorsailer-type vessel Her interior shows very little wear for The quintessential pocket cruiser proven
greatinteriorfor cruising, large navigation that provides performance and handling a boat of this vintage, and she sports a inall conditions. Well equipped with recent

l- area and galley, and an aft stateroom. to satisfy any sailor. 2005 Universal diesel engine. paint outside — and she sparkles! E

IMAZATIIPAN LA
Ray Watson & Jeannette Sarrasin, Mazmarine@aol.com Mike Rickman & Shelly R. Ward, LaPazYachts@aol.com
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (888) 716-7430 Toll free US/CAN: 1 (877) 245-9689

et SESTER Phone/FAX: 011 52 (669) 913-3165 Phone/FAX: 011 52 (612) 123-1948
PV Yachts PUERTE VALLARTA SN GARLOS
La p 0o : Don Brame, Denny Grover, Paul Bishop
az Yac S Laura Hernandez, Kim McDonald, PVYachtSales@aol.com S | htsales@amail
a o Toll free US/CAN: 1 (866) 573-1303 ancarlosyachtsales @armal.com
Zatlan YaCh«s oll free 11 (866)
J" an N Phone/FAX: 011 52 (322) 297-4639 Toll free US/CAN: 1 (866) 208-0263
Carlos Yac ' Phone/FAX: 011 52 (622) 226-0037

.$189,000

45’ FOUNTAINE PAJOT, 1988..
X ¥ 1

35' TIARA, 2004...$220,000 32 WESTSAIL CUTTER, 1976...

37" ISLAND PACKET 370, 2004...$324,000

38’ IRWIN CC, 1986.. $69 900

Page 8 o Latitude 38 o August, 2011



THE BOAT YARD AT GRAND MARINA

Dealers for:

ES/GORI "
marine

~Jebasto

S/IDF-POWER

Thruster systems
— ',|
facnor)

FINE REVERSE OSMOSIS EQUIPMENT

: o Official
"Where Service Has Meaning' S,J,TJZZ?,,

2011
BAJA

FEATURING
TRINIDAD

Anteriux. PELTIT

mavne W[ [ prant

RATED "SUPERIOR" by
Practical Sailor

yachtpaint.com

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!
YOU'VE PUT IT OFF TOO LONG - HERE'S THE PRICES!*

BOAT THE BOAT YARD AT
LENGTH GRAND MARINA

*Includes: haulout, prep, paint and painting (with brushed-on Pettit Trinidad SR
paint), materials, underwater metal cleaning, launch and post launch boat wash!

The Boat Yard at Grand Marina's only extra costs are zincs and tax on materials.

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

(510) 521-6100 + Fax (510) 521-3684
Located at Grand Marina ® 2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda
www.boatyardgm.com

August, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 9



Boat Works

Chandlery & Rig Shop
Metal Works

Dinghy & Trailer Sales
General Inquiries

510.522.2886
510-521-8454
510-864.7208
510-521-8454
info@svendsens.com

SVENDSEN'S
BOAT WORKS

“From masthead to keel, Svendsen’s can do it all...

VRIS IS A\ BOA VSRS
BIOAYIRYAR DA

— Customer Testimonial

We work hard to earn this kind of
praise from our customers. Bring us
your boat, and see why Svendsen’s is

the Bay Area’s most trusted boat yard.
“From masthead to keel, we do it all”,

including:

Haulouts

Painting & Finishing

Engine & Electrical Repairs

Full Service Rig Shop

Custom Mletal Fabrication
Wood & Fiberglass Repairs
Plumbing, Thru-Hulls, & Heads
and more.

Call to schedule services: 510.522.2886

or request services online at svendsens.com

' SVENDSEN'S
CHANDLERY (@&

KEEP DRY AND
SAVE ON GEAR

FROM G.II

Gear Up for Bay Sailing
at Svendsen’s Chandlery!
Save on GILL foulies,
midlayer pieces, hats,
footwear, sunglasses,
and more, all at

special LOW
in-store pricing!

May not be combined with other
offers. Sale ends September 6, 2011.

510.521.8454 | shop online: svendsensmarine.com

Svendsen’s Boat Works is conveniently located in the Alameda Marina at 1851 Clement Avenue




San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969 ~ celebrating our 42nd year!

2 edts YACHTS CITY

45' Spaulding Sloop, 1961 Jeanneau 40, 2005 - 36' Catalina MKII, 2002
$79,000 Boat shows like new. $169 000 $112,000

[ D - y ; ; I L i
Beneteau 370, 1991 Catalina 42, 1989 47' Chris-Craft Commander,
$79,000 3 cabin $99,500 1974 « $70,000

46' Moody, 2000 30' Royal Systems Yacht, 1965 Jeanneau Deck Salon 49, 2006
$350,000 $50,000 ¢ 40-ft SF Berth $425,000

35'J/105,1994 34' Legacy, 2003  Sea Ray 390, 1985
$69,000 $290,000 45-ft San Francisco Berth
10 MARINA BL. e SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94123 ¢ Toll Free: 877-444-5091 ¢ 415-567-8880 -

Boathzard
FAX (415) 567-6725 ¢ email: sales@citysf.com ¢ website: www.citysf.com ot = 4

Chtworid.

PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA « OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * 9AM TO 5PM

August, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 11




TAYANA 48 DECK SALON

= t.“;‘-: If_f\ r ".'\ -;'.;,‘:l‘;:':;’ ;.:-‘. .

Tayana 54
Tayana 58
Tayana 64

Proven cruiser, fully equipped.
Leisure Furl main, newer LPU,
dive compressor. $275,000

Tayana 72
\\q&“& SISTERSHIP | | -
s e il
1983 TAYANA 55 2006 TAYANA 48 CC South Pacific

vet with everything you need to go.
3 stateroom version in great shape.
$425,000

B e
p——— B

Tl

2001 HUNTER 380 Excellent condi-
tion with only 356 hours on Yanmar.
Furl Boom in-boom furling with elec-
tric winch make life easy. $119,900

2005 TAYANA 48 CC
Mexico vet. In great shape and
loaded with everything you need.
$435,000

1999 CATALINA 42
Boat show condition with very low
usage. Hard dodger, liferaft, full batten
main with electric winch. $167,500

1982 TAYANA 42 Center Cockpit
A cruising classic with beautiful teak
interior. Air/heat, full enclosure, SSB,

non-skid decks. $119,500

CALENDAR

Non-Race

July 30-31 — Benicia Fine Art, Wine & Jazz Festival. Info,
wwuw.beniciamainstreet.org.

July 30-Aug. 5 — Latitude 38's Delta Doo Dah 3D, a laid-
back rally to the balmy Delta waters. Follow the event at www.
deltadoodah.com.

July 31 — 'How to Get Your Captain's License' by C Quest
Marine at San Jose West Marine, 3 p.m. Info, (408) 246-1147.

Aug. 3-31 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St.
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker
every Wednesday for less than $20. All YCs' members welcome.
More info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.

Aug. 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25 — Sail aboard San Francisco
Maritime National Historic Park's scow schooner Alma. Learn
the Bay's history on this 3-hour voyage, leaving Hyde St. Pier
at 1 p.m. $40 adults, $20 kids 6-15. Info, www.nps.gov/saffr.

Aug. 5-7 — Beneteau Owners Rendezvous at Catalina's
Two Harbors. Info, www.scyachts.com.

Aug. 6 — Flea Market & Maritime Day Celebration at Gali-
lee Harbor in Sausalito, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Info, (415) 332-8554
or wwuw.galileeharbor.org.

Aug. 6 — Eco-Friendly Hull Paint Expo at Driscoll Boat
Works presented by the Port of San Diego, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Learn about alternative bottom paints and grant funding for
Shelter Island boaters. Free. Info, wwuw.sandiegobaycopper
reduction.org.

Aug. 6 — Tradewinds Sailing School & Club Open House in
Richmond, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Info, www.TradewindsSailing.com.

Aug. 6 — Summer Water Festival at San Rafael YC, 1-5 p.m.
Sailing demos, BBQ & live music! Info, (415) 484-5302.

Aug. 6 — Petaluma Music Festival. Info, wwuw.petaluma
musicfestival.org.

Aug. 7-28 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.

Aug. 9 & 11 — Suddenly in Command class by USCGA at
South San Francisco West Marine. Tues & Thurs, 6-8 p.m.
$20. Info, http://tch.st/mXahW8.

Aug. 11 — Single sailors of all skill levels are invited to the
Single Sailors Association monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC,
7:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 233-1064.

Aug. 12 — A Taste of Richmond gala party at Richmond YC,
6-8:30 p.m. Taste from the best of Richmond's restaurants,
and support local charities. $50. Info, wwuw.richriv.com.

Aug. 13-14 — America's Boating Course by Carquinez Sail

g 7

1974 NEWPORT 40
A sweet sailer that can still pass most
boats on the Bay. Newer Westerbeke
diesel, full batten main. $34,900

1979 BABA 30
Classic bluewater cruiser designed by
Robert Perry. Bristol condition and
ready for her next captain. $49,900

www.pacificyachtimports.net

Grand Marina ¢ 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501
Tel (510) 865-2541 ¢ tayana@mindspring.com

Page 12 o latitude 38 o August, 2011

CAL SAILING CLUB

& Power Squad-
ron at Vallejo YC,
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
$40. Info, wwuw.
carquinez.org/
public_courses.
~ html or (707)
| 55-BOATS.

Aug. 13 — Howl
at the full moon on
a Saturday night.

Aug. 14 & 21 —
Cal Sailing Club's
free introductory
sail at Berkeley
Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.

Aug. 18 — Rigging for Performance seminar, part of
Sausalito YC's Third Thursday Seminar Series, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public. Info, www.sausalitoyachtclub.
org/calendar/whats-happening.

Some of Cal Sailing Club's free sails are more
exhilarating than others.
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2011 Inventory
Clearance -
Great Deals

Now!

Made in
the USA

i

A

Farallone Yacht Sales is proud to represent three of the finest, Made in America boat brands available today —

Catalina, Tartan, and Ranger Trailerable Tugs. We invite you to learn more at www.faralloneyachts.com.

New Catalina Yachts in Stock

Catalina 470,2012 NEW MODEL YEAR!
Catalina 445,2010 NEWLY DISCOUNTED!
Catalina 355,2011 AT OUR DOCKS NOW!
Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470, 1999 ..... .$
Catalina 42 MkIl, 2005

230,000

Catalina 42,1992............ ...119,900
Catalina 36 MKII, 2005 .............ccocvivreininniniieians 132,000
Catalina 36, 2007 ..........ccoeuieimiiniiniiicinieieieeas 109,000
Catalina 350, 2005 .........ccccoeimimniinirieiniinsisniieeens 120,000

_yacht sales

F AR A LL ONE

Catalina 34, 2007 .........ccooevererrirerrirererieeieesnenns 129,900
Catalind 32, 2002 ..........cccevvrrerrireereireiereieerenseeens 81,995
Catalina 30, 1984 .........ccooevveerreeeeee e 26,000
Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks

Beneteau 473 DS.........ccocueeveervieeeeeeeeeee $318,500
Hans Christian 43, 1989 ..........cccocoevevvveeerinnnne 157,000
Hunter 41 DS, 2005.........ccccoverrireeeiereriieeeeeneenes 199,900

Beneteau Oceanis 373, 2005...........cccccceeueureennne 139,000

Hunter 306, 2002 ...........ccoeeueeererrereeierieiereeeaenans 40,000
Nonsuch 30, 1987 ......ccvvvveeeeerereeee e 40,000
Rustler 24, 2009...........cccoveereeirereieeesssieeesaenas 50,000
Corsair 24-750, 2006 ...........cccevereeerrererrirerrennenans 39,950

New Ranger Tugs in Stock (base price)

Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ....c.cvvvvveeeeereeeeeecceenes
Ranger 27 Tug, 2011 .....
Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2011

C&C 38,1979.....cccccvvrernee ..49,250 Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks
Hunter 34, 1984 ... ...LET'S MAKE A DEAL! 34,000 Ranger 25 Tug, 2010 ......LET'S MAKE A DEAL! $139,950
C&C 32,1980 ... seeseseenseeeenas 34,000 Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 ........ LET'S MAKE A DEAL! 125,900
Hunter Vision 32, 1990 .......ccccovvvrererieeeeneeenenns 40,000 Preowned Power Yachts
Hunter 310, 2007 .......ccceeeeeerrererereseeeeeneeeeenns 79,900 Regal 19,2008................. LET'S MAKE A DEAL! $21,950
1070 Marina Village Pkwy 2801 West Coast Hwy From San Diego, CA
Alameda, CA 94501 Newport Beach, CA 92663 Call

(510) 523-6730

(949) 610-7190

(619) 523-6730



Frank Slootman’s J/111 Invisible Hand
Photo ©2011 Erik Simonson/www.h2oshots.com

First in Class, Spinnaker Cup
Second in Class, Cabo Race

Two Offshore Races,
Two Strong Finishes

Get in on the fastest fleet
coming to the Bay...

the new J/111.

ST R - 2 25 Fon ks T

Dorian McKelvy and Jim Zaky’s Mad Men

SA)),

Alameda
(510) 523-8500
norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com

www.sailcal.com
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CALENDAR

Aug. 18 — Basic Diesel Engine Maintenance seminar with
Charles Barnard at South San Francisco West Marine, 6 p.m.
Info, (650) 873-4044.

Aug. 18 — Community Day at South San Francisco West
Marine, with a percentage of sales going to the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society. Info, (650) 873-4044.

Aug. 19-21 — 24th Annual Metal Boat Festival in Port
Angeles, WA. Info, www.metalboatsociety.org.

Aug. 20 — 21st Annual Vallegjo YC Nautical Flea Market,
8 a.m.-3 p.m. "If it's legal, sell it!" Info, (707) 643-1254.

Aug. 21, 1851 — Captain Charles Porter Low docked the
202-ft clipper ship N.B. Palmer under sail in San Francisco
after the pilot refused because of strong winds.

Aug. 21 — Yoga Workshop for Women Sailors at San Ra-
fael's Bow Yoga, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Guest speaker Debbie Fehr,
$30 includes yoga & meditation. Info, www.bowyoga.com.

Aug. 26, 1972 — Famed solo circumnavigator Sir Francis
Chichester passed away in Plymouth, England.

August, 1981— It Was Thirty Years Ago from the article
Nothin’ Doin’ by Sue Rowley:

"But I forget how to go to the Delta," I complained to my
husband John.

Last year we'd gone to Hawaii with the Kauai Yacht Race
and hadn't done much family cruising in isolated areas since.
I was totally unprepared to provision for two weeks in the
tules.

"Just pack the same things you took to Kauai," he replied
in his usual misjudgment of the situation.

"Okay, a strapless sundress, a blender and a case of Pina
Colada mix," I smirked.

When the bantering was over, I tried to reconstruct the
'Delta Experience', but I could only recall the negative aspects.
The first year, when our small boat was equipped with four
cases of Pampers and never a trash can; washing clothes in
a bucket of river water; water skiers at sunrise and mosqui-
toes at sunset; sinking the El Toro under tow as we crashed
to weather through Middle Ground; the eternal quest for ice
and water and the undiscovered anchorage.

Suddenly I felt depressed. I hadn't seen the boat canopy
for at least 18 months, attrition had reduced the oars to half
their original size, and the children had outgrown their es-
sentials: bathing suits, water wings and flip flops.

"What do you like best about the Delta?" I asked my son,
searching for inspiration. "It's warm," he said exuberantly.
"And you can swim all day." He was right, of course, and the
thought of doffing my turtleneck in favor of a bathing suit,
downright rare aboard the boat, was uplifting. So I gathered
up all the swimsuits, towels, and shorts, jammed them into
a duffel, and the packing was done.

"What do you like best about the Delta?" I asked my daugh-
ter, hoping for further assurance. "Sleeping and cooking on
the boat," she grinned. So I rounded up all the sleeping bags
and made a list of throw-together meals — mostly omelets,
chef salads, and casseroles. Long ago I learned to leave the
wok, the double boiler, and the souffle pan at home. If a meal
can't be barbecued or cooked in a maximum of two pans, it
doesn't belong on the Delta. Continual pumping of water from
the tank to the dishpan gives me galleymaid's elbow, not to
mention the grouchies.

"What do you like best about the Delta?" I asked my hus-
band, knowing full well what his answer would be.

"Doin' nothin'," he said, predictably. He too had obviously
forgotten a lot about going to the Delta. "Doin' nothin" ignored
his Delta chores: anchoring and unanchoring, rigging and
unrigging sailing dinghies, lugging ice, pumping stove fuel,




[} YOUR PERFORMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS
s ) ALAMEDA SEATTLE
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108 SAIL NORTHWEST
Alameda, CA 94501 7001 Seaview Ave. NW #140

(510) 523-8500 Seattle, WA 98117
"The Fastest Sailboat Listings in the West!" FAX (510) 522-0641 (206) 286-1004

iy S p—

33' Back Cove, 2008 Santa Cruz 52, 1998, Hula 50' Bakewell-White, 2000, Brisa
Cruise the Bay or Delta in style. Deep draft for cruising, buoy and offshore. Cruise anywhere.
Asking $279,000 This boat has it all. Reduced to $449,000 Asking $615,000

[ e e iy, S

Islander 36, 1972, Absolute Santa Cruz 52, Kokopelli 40' Summit, 2008, Soozal

Best in fleet. BBS, TransPac winner. IRC super boat.
Asking $45,000 Asking $499,000 $579,000

[ 2 it L P
1D48, 1996, Chaya J/105s J/100, 2005, Brilliant 55' Tayana, Samadhi V
Race ready. We have 3 from Cruise ready. Many recent upgrades.
Asking $125,000 $74,900 Reduced $92,000 Asking $249,000
55' Tayana, 1988, Samadhi V......... New Listing $249,000 39' Schumacher, '96, ReCidivist..............coceueunnenne SOLD  33'J/100, Hull #9, '05, Brilliant...............cc.coe.... $92,000

52' Santa Cruz, Kokopelli 38' Sabre 386, '08, Kuai . 33' Back Cove, '08 $279,000
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade.......................... $495,000 38' Sabre 38 MKI, "84 .........coccveiieceecec s 32" J/32,'02, TANGO.......ccoveeeeerereireeiereeeeseeeeseen

52' Santa Cruz, '98, HUla...........cocoeeveneerrierne $449,000 36" J/109, '03* ... 32' Catalina 320*.........cccoevevveeereeerereeeeee s

52' TransPac with IRC mods, '03, Braveheart*...$499,000 36' Islander 36, '72, Absolute....... .$45,000 30' Peterson Half Ton* . .

50' Bakewell-White, '00, Brisa....... New Listing $615,000 35' J/105, '01, Hull #405, Swoosh.................c...... SOLD 29' MJM 29z, '07~.......
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03*...... ....$675,000 35' J/105, '92, Hull #44, Orion.............ccoovvreenenenns SOLD  28' Alerion Express, '06*.
48' 1D48,'96, Chaya..........c.cccoveeveveeverrrnernnns $125,000 35'J/105, '99, Life Is Good* ........ .$74,900  28' Alerion Express, '02*.

47' Valiant, '81, Sunchase.. Reduced $90,000 35'J/105, '00, Hull #343, Nirvana .. .$94,900 28' Islander, '79* ..... .
44" Kernan, Wasabi..............ccccoeoeonnncoennnnnns SOLD 35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle.................. $99,000 26" J/80, '01% ..ot
44" J/44,'93, Halcyon Days™............cccenereniennen. SOLD 35' J/105, '01, Hull #463, Trickster.............cccccuven.. SOLD  26'J/80, '04, Heart AHaCK .............cncureuneeneenereencnns
44' Wauquiez 43 Pilot Station*... .$299,000 35' J/105, '02, Hull #520, Sea Room... .SOLD  26' Aquapro Raider, '02, enclosed hard top .
43' /130, '96* ....c.cvernne .$184,000 35' J/35, '84, The BOSS™ ........cvvuvveeeieriniinriercnnins SOLD 20" Melges, ‘09 .......coverivrrmercrereenieeeerercreees

40' Summit, 08, Soozal..... 9000  35'J/35C, '93" ... $89,000
40' Avance, '85, Caribour*.. SOLD  34'J/34,'85, The Zoo $29,900 * Denotes Seattle Boats
40" O1SON, EKG..r oo SOLD 34" MIM 34Z, 05" oo $334,000

DEALERS FOR THESE FINE YACHTS:

0
Santa Crnz ——
www.sailcal.com —YACHTS — BOATS

email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com
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Small Boats,

We’re the small boat specialists!

West Marine offers more than 30 different kayak models,
16 different inflatable boats and 3 styles of rigid-hull
dinghies, so we’re sure to have a perfect boat for you,
whatever your small boat needs!

All of our small boats are selected and priced to offer
you outstanding value, and every one is backed by our
famous No Hassle Guarantee!

% West Marine

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!
Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

CALENDAR

navigating uncharted waters, canopying and uncanopying,
inflating and deflating rafts, inflating inner tubes, water toys
and so on.

So what do I'like about going to the Delta? The answer has
to be "Coming home." Back to hot running water, modern
plumbing and free ice cubes. Back to privacy and square
soft beds where you don't touch feet unless you want to. To
slather myself with flowery smelling lotion without tempting
mosquitoes, and looking at my tan in a full-length mirror. To
pushing a button for clean dishes and another for spotless
clothes.

The Delta will still be there when I need it, but right
now, with the washer humming, the coffee perking, and
the toaster ticking, I'm going to just sit here, doin' nothin'.

Sept. 3 — Suddenly in Command class by USCGA at San
Jose West Marine, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. $20. RSVP, (408) 246-1147.

Sept. 5 — The unofficial end of summer — Labor Day.

Sept. 7 — Latitude 38's Mexico-Only Crew List Party & Baja
Ha-Ha Reunion at Encinal YC, 6-9 p.m. $7 (free for registered
'11 Ha-Ha skippers and first mates). Info, (415) 383-8200 or
wwuw.latitude38.com/ crewlist/Crew.html.

Sept. 8-11 — All-Islander Rendezvous at Cat Harbor on
Catalina Island. All Islanders welcome! For details, contact
Don Grass at dgrass1@cox.net.

Sept. 9-11 — 35th Wooden Boat Festival in Port Townsend,
WA. "The Woodstock for wooden boat lovers." Info, www.
woodenboat.org.

Sept. 10 — Marina Village Flea Market at Gate 11, 9 a.m.
See www.marinavillageharbor.com for directions.

Sept. 10 — Ballena Bay YC's rockin' Island Party featuring
Eric Stone. Dinner $35, music only $10. Info, www.bbyc.org.

Sept. 14-18 — Northern California Fall Power & Sailboat
Expo at Jack London Square in Oakland. Info, www.ncma.com.

Sept. 14-18 — Lake Union Boats Afloat Show in Seattle.
Info, www.boatsafloatshow.com.

Oct. 23-Nov. 5 — Baja Ha-Ha XVIII Cruisers Rally starts
from San Diego! Info, www.baja-haha.com.

Racing

July 29-30 — King Harbor Race, from Santa Barbara to
Redondo Beach. SBYC/KHYC, wwuw.khyc.org.

July 29-31 — Santana 22 Nationals hosted by Monterey
Peninsula YC. Info, www.santana22.com.

July 29-31 — McNish Classic, for classics designed before
1952, held in the Channel Islands. PCYC, www.pcyc.org.

July 30 — Singlehanded #3. SeqYC, wwuw.sequoiayc.org.

July 30 — Tri-Island Race around Treasure Island, Alca-
traz, and Red Rock. RYC, wwuw.richmondyc.org.

July 30 — PICYA's CHISPA/Youth Regatta. SeqYC, www.
picya.org.

July 30 — Small Boat Summer #1. EYC, www.encinal.org.

July 30-31 — 505 Regatta. SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

July 30-31 — Moseley Regatta. TYC, wwuw.tyc.org.

July 31 — Women's Day Race on Lake Tahoe. LTWYC,
www.windjammers.com.

July 31 — Summer Series #3 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth.
Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.

Aug. 6 — YRA Summer #1. RYC, www.yra.org.

Aug. 6 — Singlehanded Sailing Society's Half Moon Bay
Race. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.

Aug. 6-7 — BAYS Summer Series #4 for Optis, Lasers,
C420s & CFJs. SFYC, www.bayarea-youthsailing.com.

Aug. 6-7 — J/24 Division 20 District Championships. SYC
& RegattaPro, www.regattapro.com/regattas.html.
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ORDER SAILS NOW FOR THE BAJA HA-HA CRUISERS RALLY
CALL QUANTUM SAN FRANCISCO AT 510.234.4334

QUANTUM SAN FRANCISCO
I

LOFT HOURS:

We can help you get ready for the Baja Ha-Ha Cruisers Rally.
Call us today!

é: SAIL DESIGN GROUP
RBed QUANTUMSAILS



HIRSCHFELD YACHT

Marine Repair and Installation Specialists
Full Service Shop with Dockside Access

e Electrical e OQutboards

* Generators * Installation

e Controls e Qutdrives

* Engines * Propellers

° Inboards e Transmissions

New Dealer for Suzuki Outboards

$ suzuxi

MARINE

BETA MARINE WEST

Engineered to be serviced easily!
Oil Change

Fuel Oil
Filter

Pump

Model ShownIBIV-‘ILSQ-S 37.5HP

Visit us at our new location!
400 Harbor Drive, Sausalito, CA 94965

4
%

Hirschfeld Yacht/
Beta Marine West

Clipper
Yacht

%

7.

% Harbor
%

Qistributor of

) o .

Beta Marine D&?&QEnqmes and
E

Generat&@ for 4 OTIRE West Coast -
Washi{)@%n. S Cétifornia and Hawaii
¢ S %

(415) 332-3507
www.betamarinewest.com
www.hirschfeldyacht.com

CALENDAR

Aug. 6-7 — EIl Toro Worlds at Pinecrest. Info, wwuw.el
toroyra.org.

Aug. 6-7 — Monterey Bay PHRF Championship. Elkhorn
YC, wwuw.ellchornyc.com.

Aug. 6-14 — Laser Master Worlds. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.

Aug. 7 — Gracie & George Regatta, a co-ed doublehanded
race featuring 'Gracie' on the helm. EYC, www.eyc.org.

Aug. 12-14 — Coronado 15 NAs. HMBYC, www.hmbyc.org.

Aug. 12-14 — El Toro Nationals. SCYC, wwuw.eltoroyra.org.

Aug. 13 — Moonlight Marathon, a nighttime trip from South
Bay to Angel Island and back. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.

Aug. 13 — YRA Summer #2. YRA, www.yra.org.

Aug. 13 — North Bay Challenge #5. VYC, www.vyc.org.

Aug. 13 — Delta Dinghy Ditch Run, from Rio Vista to West
Sac. LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.

Aug. 13 — Leukemia Cup. Lake Tahoe Windjammers YC,
www.tahoewindjammers.com.

Aug. 13-14 — J/120-IRC Regatta. SBYC, www.south
beachyc.org.

Aug. 13-14 — Richmond Riviera Regatta, a race series
"with a conscience." Proceeds benefit local charities. Info,
wwuw.richriv.com.

Aug. 13-14 — Summer Keel. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

Aug. 13-14 — West Marine Fun Regatta for junior sailors.
SCYC, www.scyc.org.

Aug. 19 — 3rd Annual Zongo Yachting Cup, a 20-mile fun
race from Morro Bay to Avila Beach with two classes: PHRF
and Cruising. Followed by a massive party/concert. Info, Paul
Irving at (805) 441-3344 or paul@zongoallstars.com.

Aug. 19-20 — SF Melges Race Week & Melges 24 PCCs.
SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

Aug. 20 — YRA-WBRA Mid Bay #1. BVBC, www.yra.org.

Aug. 20 — Small Boat Summer Series #2. EYC, wwuw.
encinal.org.

Aug. 20 — H.O. Lind #7 & 8. TYC, www.tyc.org.

Aug. 20 — Small Boat Summer Series #2. EYC, www.
encinal.org.

Aug. 20 — Fall One Design #1. SCYC, www.scyc.org.

Aug. 20-21 — YRA-OYRA Drake's Bay. CYC, www.yra.org.

Aug. 21 — Baxter Judson #5. PresYC, wwuw.presidio
yachtclub.org.

Aug. 21 — Jack & Jill Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.

Aug. 21-26 — International 18 Skiff Regatta, including
Ronstan Bridge to Bridge, a mad dash from the Golden Gate
Bridge to the Bay Bridge for 18s, boards and kites. StFYC,
wwuw.stfyc.com.

Aug. 20-21 — Aldo Alessio Perpetual for IRC, J/120s,
J/105s and any other big boat one design class that fields
six boats. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Aug. 27 — YRA-WBRA Circle #2. SYC, www.yra.org.

Aug. 27 — Great San Francisco Schooner Race, for schoo-
ners in Gaff and Marconi divisions. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

Aug. 27 — Summer #5. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.

Aug. 27 — Santa Cruz Fall Big Boat Regatta. SCYC, www.
scyc.org.

Aug. 27-28 — 4th Annual Sarcoma Cup fundraiser. Info,
www.sarcomacup.org or nat@beatsarcoma.org.

Aug. 28 — Fall SCORE #1. SCYC, www.scyc.org.

Aug. 28 — Fall Series #1 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth.
Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.

Sept. 2 — Windjammers Race. Pop the chute and head for
Santa Cruz! SCYC, www.windjammersrace.org.

Sept. 3 — 23rd Annual Jazz Cup, a 26-mile romp from
T.I. to Benicia YC. SBYC, wwuw.southbeachyc.org.

Sept. 3-4 — BAYS #5 at TYC. Info, www.bayarea-youth
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OUANTUM Key\%st

SAIL DESIGN GROULP _
o= ; Close To Perfect - Far From Mormal

LEWMAR since &1 70 NAUTICA
MAVTEL MOUNT GAY-RUM N OLES

BARBADOS

X1 Mariow

Quantum Key West 2012
January 15-20, 2012

Celebrate the 25™ Anniversary of Key West Race Week!
Don't miss this special milestone edition of one of the most
high profile keel boat regattas in the world.

»

* Warm tropical water and dependable winds OUANTUM
* Legendary event with world-class racing p—4 K w 2012
* Electrifying shoreside fun and Key West nightlife 9 es*

* A full week of grand prix racing with the best in the world 2OEY A HNIEVERS 8RN

Invited classes, logistics, breaking news and the Notice of Race: www.Premiere-Racing.com



CALENDAR

sailing.com.

Sept. 4 — 20th Annual Day on Monterey Bay Regatta to
benefit Big Brothers-Big Sisters. SCYC, www.scyc.org.

Sept. 7-10 — Melges Race Week. Tahoe YC, www.tahoeyc.
com.

Sept. 8-11 — 47th Rolex Big Boat Series, a highlight of
the local racing season. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Sept. 10 — Fall #1. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.

Sept. 10 — North Bay Challenge #6. VYC, www.vyc.org.

Sept. 10 — Double Angle Race, from Monterey or Santa
Cruz to Moss Landing. Info, wwuw.ellchornyc.com.

Sept. 10 — Laser Champs. TahoeYC, www.tahoeyc.com.

Sept. 10-11 — Opti PCCs. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

Sept. 17 — SSS Richmond/South Beach Race for single-
and doublehanders. SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.

Summer Beer Can Regattas

BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 8/12, 8/26,
9/9. Matt Schuessler, (925) 785-2740 or race@bbyc.org.

BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB — Monday Night Madness: 8/15,
8/22,9/5,9/19, 9/26 (make-up). Arjan Bok, (415) 310-8592
or bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.

BENICIA YC — Thursday nights through 9/29. Info, www.
beniciayachtclub.com.

BERKELEY YC — Friday nights through 9/23. Paul Ka-
men, (510) 540-7968 or pk@uwell.com.

CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s.
Email Gary at racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Friday nights through 9/2. Info, (415)
h earmark 497-5411 or racing@cyc.org.

COYOTE POINT YC — Wednesday nights through 10/26.
George Suppes, (650) 921-4712 or regatta@cpyc.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Twilight Series: 8/5, 8/19,

BROKERAGE BOATS zr/li)i,n?l/l%?éChns Hanson, (510) 301-2081 or rearcommodore@
Santa Cruz 50 1982 FOLSOM LAKE YC — Wednesday nights: 8/3, 8/10, 8/17,
Hanse 470 2009 8/24, 8/31, 9/7, 9/21. Info, www.flyc.org.
Tripp 40 1992 GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 7/29, 8/12, 8/26.
Bristol 40 yawi et (19 90 2080 o el g o
— Friday Ni wilight: , , ,
Hanse 350 2008 9/16. John New, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.
Hanse 350 2009 LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Wednesday nights
Ericson 35 MkllI 1985 through 10/12. Steve Katzman, (530) 577-7715.
0’'Day 34 1985 LAKE WASHINGTON SC Thursday nights through
Hans Christian 33 1986 August Dan Clark L ooaligog e hsough 5725
. . — Thursday nights throu .
Ell}lr:rt]ng:;ggr 10 gggz Tom Cooke, tcookeattyl@yahoo.com.
MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, Wednesday
Hunter 31 1985 nights through September. Ray Ward, (831) 659-2401 or www.
Catalina 30, dsl aux, tall 1978 mpyc.org.
C&C 30 1975 OAKLAND YC — Wednesday Night Sweet 16 Series
Olson 911 1989 through 8/31. John, (510) 366-1476 or j_tuma@comcast.net.
! RICHMOND YC Wednesday nights: 8/3, 8/10, 8/17,
Wyliecat 30 2002 8/24,8/31,9/7.9/21, 9/28. Eric Arens, (510) 841-6022 or

ericarens@comcast.net.
ST. FRANCIS YC — Wednesday Night Series: 8/3, 8/10,
8/17, 8/24, 8/31. Thursday Night Kiting Series: 8/4, 8/18,

The new Wyliecat 40: www.wyliecat40.com

. 9/1, 9/15. Friday Night Windsurfing Series: 7/1, 7/29, 8/5,
310 Harbor Dr. Sausallto' CA 8/19, 9/2, 9/16, 9/30. Info, racemgr@stfyc.com.
415/332/2290 SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays through 11/2. Greg
Haws, (831) 425-0690 or greg@scyc.org.
Larry R Mayne, broker B-02871 SANTA ROSA SC — Monday Night Twilight Series: 8/1,

8/8. Info, stevsars@sonic.net.
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THE DOYLE DIFFERENCE

Doyle Sailmakers has the right mix of performance, durability,
value and service to earn your business.

We understand that when a sail lasts twice as long, it costs you DOYLE

half as much. .
doylesails.com

We won’t over or under sell you. Our consultants will suggest a 800-94-DOVYLE
fair priced product, precisely tailored to your needs.

SAN FRANCISCO
Contact your local Doyle loft or visit doylesails.com. 510-523-9411

alAW

Authorized dealer.

BETTER ENGINEERED SAILS



< Handcrafted

Our sails are USED offshore
not MADE offsh(:,r‘é'L

] ,_m_‘ =

Locally Made <

HOGIN SAILS

* New racing and cruising sails

Roller furling conversions
Repair and service —
Boom and canvas covers
ATN spinnaker/genoa sleeves
f;,.'__All sails manufactured at our Alameda loft

510.523.4388
1801-D Clement Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
sales@hoginsails.com ® www.hoginsails.com

CALENDAR

SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday Night Summer Sunset Series:
8/9, 8/23, 9/6, 9/20. Dave Borton, (415) 302-7084 or race@
sausalito yachtclub.org.

SEQUOIA YC — Wednesday nights through 10/12. Steve
Holmstrom, (650) 610-9501 or www.sequoiayc.org.

SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Capri 14.2 rac-
ing every Thursday night during Daylight Saving Time. Info,
(650) 965-7474. Laser racing (BYOB) every Wednesday night,
May-October. Roger Herbst, rogerlaser@yahoo.com or (408)
249-5053.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 7/29, 8/5, 8/19,
8/26. Tad Sheldon, (408) 546-1240 or www.southbeachyc.org.

STOCKTON SC — Wednesday nights through 8/24. Patrick
Felten, (209) 518-6371 or regattal 1@stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Beer Can Series through
8/31. Dan Hauserman, (530) 581-4700 or dan@ilovetahoe.
com. Monday Night Laser Series through 8/29. Rick Raduz-
iner, (530) 583-6070 or raduziner@sbcglobal.net.

TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Wednesday nights through
9/21. Jerry, (530) 318-5210 or jerry.starkey@att.net.

TIBURON YC — Friday nights through 9/9. Ian Matthew,
ian.matthew@comcast.net or (415) 883-6339.

VALLEJO YC — Wednesday nights through 9/28. Gordon
Smith, (530) 622-8761 or fleetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.

August Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht.
HIGH LOW HIGH Low
8/06Sat 0611/4.1 1100/2.2 1748/6.3
Low HIGH LOW HIGH
8/07Sun 0048/0.3 0748/4.0 1210/2.7 1847/6.4
8/13Sat 0555/-0.3  1254/5.3 1758/2.2
HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
8/14Sun 0005/6.1 0628/0.0 1324/5.3 1839/2.0
8/20Sat 0453/3.8 0951/2.5 1628/5.5 2327/1.3
8/21Sun 0623/3.7 1044/2.9 1717/5.5
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
8/27Sat 0443/-0.3  1142/5.2 1642/2.1 2254/6.5
8/29Sun 0521/-0.3  1213/5.5 1728/1.5 2345/6.4
August Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max
8/06Sat 0144 0434/2.8F 0753 1006/2.1E
1318 1624/2.6F 1925 2240/4.2E
8/07Sun 0258 0557/2.7F 0913 1115/1.6E
1430 1730/2.3F 2027 2348/4.1E
8/13Sat 0115 0428/4.7E 0817 1122/3.9F
1425 1659/2.9E 2017 2309/3.2F
8/14Sun 0159 0504/4.5E 0853 1153/3.8F
1458 1731/3.1E 2058 2347/3.1F
8/20Sat 0041 0325/2.1F 0643 0905/2.0E
1204 1520/1.9F 1815 2133/3.3E
8/21Sun 0145 0427/1.9F 0752 0959/1.5E
1251 1612/1.7F 1905 2229/3.2E
8/27Sat 0002 0313/4.7E 0708 1007/3.8F
1320 1546/3.0E 1905 2158/3.3F
8/28Sun 0053 0400/5.0E 0747 1044/4.1F
1355 1629/3.7E 1951 2245/3.7F
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sixth annual
leukemia cup regatta

;} the san francisco yacht club, belvedere

raise a sail and help fight leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma
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John Doerr local sponsors
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national sponsors
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LETTERS

1 {HONEYMOONING IN STYLE

We just got back from our honeymoon aboard Tigress, our
new Prout 50 catamaran. We spent two weeks touring all over
the Bay and Delta, and as far north as Napa. We anchored
out most of the time. While we were a motorboat for the trip,
we're going to get our mast stepped tomorrow. Finally!

The honeymoon was our first cruising experience, my
=7 second time ever anchoring, and

Elena's first. We had a fantastic time
and learned so much. But it also felt
« like slipping into comfortable old
shoes, doing what we were meant
to be doing all along. And wow, be-
ing anchored out on a catamaran
is just plain heaven compared to
being anchored out on a smaller
. monohull.

At one point during our honey-
moon, we were anchored at Decker
Island near Rio Vista, of all places,
and it was completely, utterly awe-
some. But it just makes us wonder
how much we'll like the anchorages
in Mexico and French Polynesia. We
David and Elena aboard can't wait!

their honeymoon quarters. We were also excited to see little
Ann{v.et;sarles in the South Tigress, our wood Bristol Channel
Pacific? Cutter, next to Nautigal on page 94

of Latitude in your Master Mariners Regatta coverage. It was
our first time in the regatta, and we had a lot of fun.

We also spent the first weekend of our honeymoon aboard
little Tigress in the Master Mariners Boat Show at the Corin-
thian YC. It was our second year there. One of the best things
about having a wooden boat is the really wonderful people in
the Master Mariners Benevolent Association. Hopefully the
members won't despise us too much for buying a modern
fiberglass catamaran — a 'double Clorox bottle', if you will —
which is about as far as you can get from a full-keel wooden
monohull.

By the way, we'll keep an eye on La Gamelle for you while
you're bringing Profligate back to California.

David & Elena Esser

Tigress, Prout 50 Cat

Little Tigress, Bristol Channel Cutter
Marina Village, Alameda

Readers — We met David and Elena, our new good friends,
a couple of months ago when we got an end-tie for La Gamelle
behind Tigress at Marina Village.

Does it seem crazy to anyone that a guy who had only an-
chored out once before in his life would own two boats, includ-
ing a huge new cat on which to go cruising? And whose new
wife was, just a short time ago, so afraid of the water that she
had difficulty walking down a dock? If you read this month's
Changes about cat builders and owners Al and Jill Wigginton,
you'll realize that this ‘all in’ attitude would make all the sense
in the world to them.

1 JINAPPROPRIATE COAST GUARD ACTION

It's been a few months, but while on our way down Rac-
coon Strait to the start of the Elite Keel Race on the Olympic
Circle on May 15, we had a very unnerving experience.

It was about 10 a.m., and we were flying the kite on my
Etchells as we exited the Strait in maybe six knots of wind.
There was a large ship headed north a couple of miles away.
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reasons why boaters choose

BERKELEY MARINA

Direct Access to the Bay
The best boating experience as soon as you leave
the beautiful harbor!

Free Mobile Pumpout Service
Berkeley Marina has teamed with BayGreen to offer
Free once-a-month mobile pumpout of your holding
tank (through Sept. 2011).

Free WIiFi

The Marina now offers free WiFi access to the internet.

Sailing Schools & Clubs
OCSC Sailing, Cal Sailing Club, Cal Adventures — More

chances for learning & community!

Berkeley Yacht Club

One of the friendliest clubs on the bay — Get involved:
racing, cruising, social activities... Now — membership

fee waived!

Berkeley Marine Center
One of the Bay Area’s most popular, full-service
boat yards!

Liveaboard Permits Available
Make Berkeley Marina your home!

Fuel Dock & Pumpout Stations
Open 7 days a week.

Full Amenities

Berther-only bathrooms, laundry facilities, gated docks...

Much More!

Bait shop & deli, launch ramp, hoists, fish cleaning
stations, paved parking, free washdowns for
trailered boats...

Contact the Marina Office for details

CTY ©F BERKELEY

PARKS RECREATION AND WATERFRONT

]
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It's a boating community!

Berkeley Marina Office
201 University Ave. ¢ 510-981-6740

Visit our website at: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina
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Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND

When an engine dies,
there's no walking home
— just costly repairs, lost

vacation time, and lost

revenues.
Don't find yourself in this boat.
Regular maintenance prevents
expensive repairs.

We are your experts for outboard
diagnostics, repair, repowetr, sales
and service.

* Factory-trained and certified techs
* Open six days a week
* New and used engines bought and sold

* One-year warranty on all work performed
and used engine sales

* Three-year warranty on all new engines

You will not find this knowledge,
reputation and network for less.

MARINE OUTBOARD

since 1990
OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

Nissan Honda
Tohatsu Mariner
Johnson Mercury
Evinrude Yamaha

35 Libertyship Way ¢ Sausalito, CA 94965

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

COURTESY BILL BARTON

LATITUDE / RICHARD

LETTERS

This was nothing unusual. Then I noticed a powerboat near
the freighter taking off on a beeline toward us. Was this
Philippe Kahn's support Protector racing to retrieve something
forgotten ashore?

In a few moments, it was clear that it was not, but rather
the Coast Guard or something
more menacing coming right at
us. They buzzed us full tilt and
came to an abrupt halt about
30 yards from us with a young
uniformed and helmeted fellow
aiming his bow-mounted ma-
chine gun right at us! For sev-
. eral moments I thought we were
% going to be killed. I stuck both
| hands in the air and froze.

Another member of their crew
shouted, "If you get within 500
yards of that freighter, we will
take ACTION!"

"Yes, sir," I shouted back in
Bill wasn't looking so happy disbelief. For a moment I was
when the Coasties aimed their dazed — and not sure what
automatic weapons at him. country I was in. The shock of
that incident lasted for days. As far as I'm concerned, it was
very unsettling and totally inappropriate. Have other Latitude
readers had similar experiences?

By the way, I'm doing a second run of my book, The Leg-
end of Imp, with a number of corrections and a few more
photos.

Bill Barton
San Francisco

Bill — According to Homeland Security, recreational vessels
are supposed to "keep their distance” — whatever the hell that
means — from all military, cruise line, or commercial shipping.
When we're sailing La
Gamelle in the Oaldand
Estuary, we and others
s usually come to within
about 15 feet of com-
| mercial ships before
{ tacking and nobody
' has objected yet. So
we guess that's a cool
distance.

i The law is more spe-
Sailboats in the Estuary 'keeping their cific when it comes to
distance' from commercial shipping. Navy vessels. All ves-
sels have to slow to "minimum speed” when within 500 yards
of any U.S. Navy vessel, and in any event not approach closer
than 100 yards. A violation of the latter is a felony, and could
mean you'd be fined $250,000 and have up to six years in
prison to work on the next edition of The Legend of Imp.

f{THE TAHITI-MOOREA RENDEZVOUS WAS PERFECT

If I may be so bold as to speak for the other attendees of the
Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendezvous, I want to thank Latitude
38 for a remarkable weekend that we'll never forget. From the
registration on Friday night to the authentic Polynesian meal
on Sunday afternoon, it seemed that all of the events were
pulled off without a hitch. Well, if there had been more wind
for the sail from Tahiti to Moorea on Saturday, it would have
been flawless but that appears to be the only detail that was
amiss. As for the Polynesian drummers, I think I'm going to
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NAUTICAL ENTERPRISES

YACHT BROKERAGE - SALES & SERVICE WWW.JK3YACHTS.COM
SOLD, SOLD, SOLD

f.-r,bp‘.:n.-_.‘. ;.-_-- i .- 3 . 3 c: g
2006 65'J/65 2000 53’ J/160 2006 52'TP52 2001 45’ J/145 Carbon
Maitri $2,100,000 NovaKane SOLD 6.2011 Stark Raving Mad SOLD 7.2011 Raincloud $429,000

|Cabo Race Winner e : -

. 2004 43'J/133 2000/09 Refit 41 ’J/125 1999 41°J/125 . 2007 40°J/124

Tenacity $349,000 Warrior $389,000 Aunt Jessie $269,000 Forgiveness $295,000
i ; V v 1 ; S{M000000000
1994 43’ J/130 SOLD
2002 40' C&C 121 $230K
1986 38’ Baltic38 $80K
2003 35’ J/105 SOLD
= ' = 2007 33’ CrossCurrent  $199K
- ; . v v = . - . v 2002 32’ J/32 SOLD
2008 40’ King / Summit 40 2004 J/120 Mad Max Il SOLD 7.2011 2007 40’ Delphla 40GT 201031’ J;95 SOLD
i 1998 40’ J/120 Scamp $169,500
Soozal Call For Current Price p$ Ondine $183,500 2006 30’ J/92s $95K
1993 30’ J/92 SOLD

2003 28’ Corsair F28R Tri $69K

2008 44’ RENZO Coupe  $549K
2000 43’ Grand Banks EB $329K
2005 38’ True North 38  $340K

X . a— ' = 1996 31’ Albin TE SOLD
(2) 2004 35’J/109’s 2001 35’ J/105 Javelin $105,500 2008 Sabre Spirit 2009 30’ Raider RIBOm  $68K
Blue Crush $192,000 ‘96/'09 Refit J/105 #130 $133,000 Dadeline SOLD 7.2011 -~
Duster Il $189,900 2007 J/105 Last Dance $135,000 Sold=Our listing that sold as of
2001 J/105 Ondine $109.500 Jan 2011

DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING BRANDS: CALL 619-224-6200
J SABRE

— SAILING
BOATS
So-Cal Dealer

In Stock - SO CAL

SABRE

MOTOR

3 - i e e — =
SABRE 40 FB w Zeus Drives All New BACK COVE 30 JBoats Hot New J/111 SABRE 456 Performance Cruiser
SAN DIEGO, CA SAN DIEGO, CA NEWPORT BEACH, CA HOUSTON, TX SAUSALITO, CA
Jeff Brown Kenyon Martin John Zagorski Tom Binig Jeff Brown
Jeff@jk3yachts.com Kenyon@jk3yachts.com John@jk3yachts.com Tom@jk3yachts.com Jeff@jk3yachts.com

619.709.0697 858.775.5937 310.947.2092 713.725.2397 619.709.0697
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MARINA RIVIERA NAYARIT

AT LA CRUZ

MORE THAN 340 VESSEL
CAPACITY (30-400 Ft)

FUEL STATION - DRY DOCK - 150
TON TRAVELIFT - YACHT CLUB

éym‘ﬁkﬁmm

Come and enjoy our beautiful marina with first class
services surrounded by spectacular views
of the Banderas Bay.
e

“one of the best experiences, no hesitation in
letting others know what a great place you have -
thanks to all who made our stay so enfoyable”

Andrew Linney, www.nokaoi2.info

LAT 20°45°N / LON. 105°24’'W

Marina Riviera Nayarit, Marlin 39-A
La Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Nayarit, MX 63734
harbormaster@marinarivieranayarit.com
Tel. (329) 295.5526 ¢ Cell (322) 205.7467
www.marinarivieranayarit.com
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LATITUDE / ANDY

COURTESY HALE MOANA

LETTERS

recommend that my yacht club have them at the finish line
of all their races. What a dramatic effect!

From the dancing and canoe races to the fruity rum drinks
and the memorable awards ceremony, the Tahiti-Moorea Sail-
ing Rendezvous was really over-the-top fun. Just having a

: - venue for cruisers to congregate
in a spectacular setting would
: ' be justification for the event, so
. all of the things we participated
| in and watched were like icing
on an unforgettable cake. The
whole weekend has now become
a treasured memory.

After the word from this year's
participants gets around to next
year's Puddle Jumpers, I'm sure
the number of attendees will
¢+ swell. I know I'm looking forward
to returning to a future Rendez-
vous. We are sad to be leaving
French Polynesia, but new adven-

- tures and destinations await us.
The vahines put on an unfor- Neal Schneider
gettable show for the Puddle Rutea, Contest 48
Jur.r!pers at the Tahiti-Moorea Opunohu Bay, Moorea
Sailing Rendezvous.

Neal — Thanks for the kind words. Latitude’s Andy Turpin
is the one who worked tirelessly on this end to put the Ren-
dezvous together; so it is he who deserves the credit. But we
could never pull off the Rendezvous without our principal Tahiti
partner, Stephanie Betz, who has been a great friend and aid
to the international sailing community during her 15 years in
the islands. Dates for the 2012 Rendezvous have been set, by
the way: June 29-July 1.

{UMORE THAN JUST A DIFFERENCE OF 22 MONTHS
I just read the July issue — thanks for including my letter in
the Letters section. But
there was a significant
typo. I've been cruising
down here in Mexico
on $350/month for
two years, not just two

months.

Chuck Losness
Hale Moana
Gulfstar 37
Puerto Escondido,
Mexico

Big bang for the buck quality of life living.

Chuclk — Thanks for the correction. While cruising on $350/
month for just two months could be seen as a short-term fluke,
cruising on $350/month for two years puts it in an entirely
different league.

1A KILLER OF A COURSE

On the weekend of June 24-26, the Stockton Sailing Club
held its annual South Tower Race, a 140-mile all-inland-
water race. As anyone who has ever tried to sail back to San
Francisco from deep in the Delta knows, it's a very tall order
with lots of short tacking, heavy winds and steep chop, and
night sailing. And once you get to Blackaller Buoy near the
Golden Gate Bridge — pretty beat up, no doubt — you still
have a 70-mile spinnaker run back to Stockton.

Given the difficulty of the course and conditions, it's un-




How You Sail On A
Deep Reach
Is Your Business

Keeping your boat in good operating condition is our business. RGeS

Painting

* Mast Stepping
Rigging Work
Mast Tuning

* Thru-hulls
and Valves

® Drivelines and
Engine Service

* Woodwork

* Welding & Metal
Fabrication

Everybody knows that a well-maintained sailboat is a safer sailboat. And that can make a differ-
ence when you're pushing your boat to the edge.

Bay Marine Boatworks is where the sailor's come to keep their boats
ship-shape. A full-service boatyard in the full sense of the word,
we offer a complete range of services at prices lower than the com-
petition, and provide an accurate estimate up front. From bottom
painting to complex fiberglass repair work, you'll find we can handle
all your sailboat maintenance and repair needs. Our mission is to
guarantee absolute satisfaction to every customer, So bring your
boat to us and give yourself some peace of mind.

® Electrical &
Plumbing

!
310 W. Cutting Blvd.
A bl BAY/|JMARINE i
(510) 237-0140 WAVEAARIIVE iy it
www.baymarineboatworks.com The Sailor’s Boatyard VOLVO PENTA
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AlS Made Easy!

Latest, most cost-effective
collision-avoidance solution

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers
enable AlS-capable chart plotters and navigation
software to see other vessels. AIS transponders
allow other vessels to see you.

EAGLE (WXX1234) ]
MMSI: 312345678

Reported via AIS at 13:45
Towing Vessel

Underway with engine at 4:30 kn
346°M / 1.77 NM from boat
47°44.296'N 122°27.312'W

‘ E
NORTH g7 O

Navigation software displaying AlS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS
solutions. Visit our web site for information on:
& AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
& AIS Transponders - including Class B AlS
& Navigation Software
& Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product
online and use
coupon code
“LAT38"to get free
shipping in the U.S.

For more information contact:

2“Marine

(866) 606-6143
www. MilltechMarine.com

COURTESY FROGGY DEUX

LETTERS

derstandable that only six boats entered. Tom Lueck's Hunter
40 Sir Leansalotled the pack — until getting dismasted before
even getting out of the Delta. Fortunately the rig fell onto the
back of the boat and nobody was injured. They were able to
motor home, dragging the mast in the water behind them.
Dana Badley's Nonsuch 30 Purrfection
turned back Saturday morning after
a halyard failed in Raccoon Strait on
their way to the turning mark. And
Sam Dameron's Hunter 30 Epiphany
dropped out on Saturday at the Broth-
ers because of the adverse conditions.
It was a hard race.

The race started at 11 a.m. on
Friday, and those of us on my Merit 25
Froggy Deux finished about 5:30 p.m.
on Saturday — just 15 seconds behind
Cloud Nine, Steve Palmer's Catalina
30 from Antioch. With the exception of
the delamination of an older jib while
sailing through San Pablo Bay, things
went pretty well for us, as we had great
spinnaker weather all the way home. It was our reward for
hanging in there, and we took honors in the division for heavy
boats.

The crew of the Ranger 22 Blackfin, the smallest boat in
the race, was determined to finish by 8 a.m. on Sunday, the
deadline for the award's ceremony. They did.

Congrats to George
and everyone else who
finished a killer South
Tower Race.

George Siro
Froggy Deux, Merit 25
Stockton SC

George — That's a tough course. We salute all of you who
finished, and give a tip of the hat to those of you who were
brave/foolish enough to start.

{JMORE NAKED — AND WE'RE GOOD WITH THAT

Last month's Latitude had a Sightings by me on how to
properly clean a fish. I'm going to follow that up with this
letter on How to Get Out of a Watch. I have to warn you, it's
a little more difficult.

Last November, my husband Dave and I, both in our 30s,
were heading south to warmer waters after a summer in the
Salish Sea. Our first leg of the trip down was from the Strait
of Juan de Fuca to the Columbia River, and we were transit-
ing the Washington coast about five miles offshore — right
where all the crab floats are. This is a place where you really
need to pay attention so you don't get a float wrapped around
your prop.

Evidently somebody — it wasn't me! — didn't pay attention,
because we did get a float wrapped around our prop. We were
able to cut the line to the crab pot without too much trouble,
but we really needed to get the line off the prop. After all,
we were planning to cross the Columbia River bar the next
morning, so we needed the engine to be working.

Dave decided to ‘brave the elements’ by jumping into the
cold ocean wearing his survival suit. He was actually excited
to finally be able to try the suit he had picked up in a scream-
ing deal at a local swap meet. As we both quickly learned,
survival suits are apparently only for worst-case scenarios
—i.e. you're nearly a goner already and about all you're able
to do is float on your back.

Survival suits are not made for swimming around, let
alone diving under your boat while you are out to sea! Dave
nearly drowned while wearing the survival suit. After quite
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& THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
= nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling
applications. In fact, Vectran®is lighter, lower stretch, and re-

tainsits shape over alonger life than any sailcloth we've ever
offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran®
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® film. And you can be
sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood
hallmarkfor 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs

-

40/ —
—whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft,
tight-weave Dacron® — give us a call today.
Sails & Service
@D New Sails
Sail Repairs
Furling Conversions
@D Pickup & Delivery
Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron
Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS
www.OutboundYachts.com SAILMAKERS
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HOOD SAILMAKER-S 466 Coloma Street, Sausalﬁo, CA '9496-5.
Call Robin Sodaro (800) 883-7245 (415) 332-4104 Fax (415) 332-0943 hoodsails@aol.com
Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing... www.hoodsailmakers.com
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START HERE:

OreEN BoAaTr
WEEKEND
Avucust 13-14

Fo]

DAVID KANE

NEW AND USED BOATS

OPEN FOR INSPECTION

WITH THE BAY AREA'S
BEST BROKERS

It's the best way to find a
new or new-to-you boat
to sail the Bay and to berth

at Marina Village ,@&x
<25
MapInd <

MARINA VILLAGE

Much More than Just a Marina
www.marinavillageharbor.com

(510) 521-0905
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LETTERS

a struggle, we got him back on the boat, at which time we
needed to come up with another solution.

"What the hell," I finally said, "I'll do it." I'm always the one
doing these types of things anyway. I didn’t have my wetsuit
onboard, and what’s the point of putting on a bathing suit
when you're all alone out there? So I jumped in naked. Yes,
the water was cold!

I had on my snorkel gear, a very sharp 8-inch chef's knife
was taped to a rope, and we had tied
a bowline around me so I wouldn’t
get washed away from the boat.
Conditions were pretty rough, so
it was a struggle for me to even get
down to the prop. I started unwrap-
ping the rope, but only got about
two wraps off before I needed to
come back up for air.

"I don’t think I can do this," I
yelled to Dave. "There are like 30
wraps."

"Use the knife," my husband
shouted back. "It's really sharp."

So I went back down and, after a
couple of more dives, I got the rope
off. That knife cut through the line as if it were butter.

Allin all, Iwasn't in the water for more than a few minutes,
and didn't collect more than a couple of bruises. But for the
rest of the day, I was 'The Queen'. Warm shower, pillows,
fresh coffee — and no more watches for the rest of the day!
The things I'll do to get off watch.

For those who might be interested, David, who was a
construction project manager, got this sailing thing started
by singlehanding his Beneteau from Seattle to Mexico in '05,
and continued through the South Pacific to New Zealand. His
credo is: "Count me in for shoreside adventures from climbing
the tallest mountain to hanging with the locals to tracking
down the coldest beer and the best local bands. On the water,
you'll find me helping out other sailors, swimming, snorkeling,
kayaking, fishing, reading and maintaining our cat."

It was while in New Zealand that we met. We sailed from
there to Fiji and Vanuatu, our favorite place. We then sold
Dave's monohull in Australia in order to buy a PDQ 36 cat —in
New York, of all places. After sailing her down to Guatemala,
we decided she wasn't the boat we wanted for circumnavigat-
ing. Fortunately, we just happened to find our dream boat, a
Chris White Atlantic 42 catamaran, at a great price in Hondu-
ras. This was in June
of '09 during the coup
- there, which was excit-
ing. We sailed our new
cat, LightSpeed, down
to Colombia, then back
up to Belize to get mar-
ried, then back down
to Panama to transit
the Canal so we could
come back up to British
Columbia. As you read this, we're probably up in Alaska for
the summer, and Dave has sailed 40,000 ocean miles and I've
sailed 15,000 ocean miles.

But we're not done. Here's our plan for the next six
years:

2011: Washington, British Columbia, Alaska, Washing-
ton, Oregon, California, Baja via the Ha-Ha, and Mainland
Mexico.

A sharp knife cuts best, even
in icy water.

After a couple of false starts, the Kanes
found their dream boat in 'LightSpeed".
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SCHOONMAKER

Point MARINA
e IN SAUSALITO

160-Berth Marin

Visitor berths ¢ Guest moorage up to 220 ft.
* 35-ft to 75-ft slips * Pumpouts ¢ Marine services
* Dry Storage Available ¢ Three-ton hoist
* Restaurant * Beach ¢ Rowing ¢ Kayaking

Sausalito's Finest Marina

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205
SAUSALITO, CA 94965

4153315550
rAax 4153318523

www.schoonmakermarina.com
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2012: Mexico, Marquesas, Tuamotus, Society Islands, Cook
Islands and Line Islands.
2013: Line Islands, Cook Islands, Samoa, Fiji, Vanuatu,
Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Palau and Indonesia.
2014: Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam
and elsewhere in Southeast Asia.
2015: India, Madagascar and South Africa.
2016: South Africa, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina and
Chile.
2017: Chile, Easter Island . . . South Pacific again?
Did I mention that we do offshore sail training charters?
Kathy Kane
LightSpeed, Chris White Atlantic 42
www.dksail.com

Readers — As thrilling as Kathy's story is, and as much as
we admire both Kathy and Dave’s bravado, we want to caution
everyone that diving under a boat offshore in even relatively
calm conditions is a risky proposition. If the hull came down
hard enough on the diver’s head, or he/she were to get fouled
in the line, there could be an unconscious person in the water
with just one person left on the boat. Then what?

Sometimes you just gotta do what you gotta do, of course,
particularly if you're an accomplished daredevil. But please,
be careful out there.

1| THE DRUNKEN FISH TECHNIQUE
I'm writing in response to Kathy Kane's July Sightings
item about cleaning fish. Has anyone ever sprayed vodka
into the gills of the fish? I would think that would be a more
humane way of killing the fish than the method described
in the article. A plastic spray bottle is not expensive, and
a lesser priced 80% proof may work just as effectively as a

100% proof vodka.

Gene Vogele
San Diego

Gene — When in the Caribbean, we've poured rum in fish
gills; when in Mexico, tequila; and when in the States, vodka.
But after years of observing the results — a relatively slow
and violent death for the fish, and a drunk fish ending up
as bloody a mess as a human drunk — we've decided that it
was actually alcohol abuse. Kathy Kane's ice-pick-through-
the-brain — particularly when administered by an attractive
naked woman — seems likke a far more humane way to be
dispatched. And remember, the quicker death leaves the meat
in better condition for sushi.

1 {NO SHORTAGE OF CITIZEN-HEROES IN WASHINGTON

I don't know if you saw the KIRO-TV report, but on July
12, two brothers from Bellingham, Washington, came to the
rescue of 27-year-old Vay Vong of Seattle, who suffered leg
cramps and slipped beneath the surface of Lake Chelan while
trying to swim back to shore from a floating dock. According
to the report, a fully clothed Tyson Clarke, 22, and his brother
Andrew, 18, immediately dove into the water and swam out to
Vong. They kept diving down until they could feel his hand, at
which point they pulled him to the surface. After assistance
from a high school health class that happened to be nearby,
Vong was rushed to the hospital. At last word, he was in criti-
cal condition, but recovering.

A friend of Vong's called the Clarke brothers heroes. The
brothers denied it, saying they just happened to be in the
right place at the right time.

Quite a counterpoint to what the Alameda Fire Department
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LET'S BE CLEAR

ABOUT IT...

“Pumping sewage anywhere in
our waterways pollutes the
environment.”

Disease, contamination, low oxygen
levels and unsightly water are just a few
of the devastating effects of boat sewage
illegally dumped anywhere in our
waterways and shoreline.

It's simple: You have to plan to properly
dispose of human sewage from your
boat. Boats with holding tanks must pull in
and pump out at shore side pump out
stations.

If you have a boat without holding tanks,
plan your trip to use shore side restroom
facilities.

Don’t waste away our waterways! Proper
disposal of sewage allows the living
things in our waterways to keep on living.

IF IT'S YOUR BOAT,
IT'S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.

Califarnia Department of Boating and

Waterways

. .‘-?-:'u*“:“-’;”-ﬁ,;_:___'

For more information visit our website
www.BoatResponsibly.com

Scan with your
QR Code Enabled
Smart Phone for
California Vessel
Pumpout Locations
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We Want To
Make Your New
Boat Payments!

With the America’s Cup coming to
San Francisco Bay, Club Nautique is
experiencing increasing demand for
bareboat & skippered charters and has
openings in its charter fleet. If you'd
like to use charter income and income
tax savings to help pay for your next
boat, we should talk.

For over 30 years, Club Nautique has
had the finest and best maintained
fleet of charter yachts on the bay. Right
now is the best time ever to place a
boat in our fleet with great deals on
new yachts and fixed rate loans at the
lowest interest rates in history. Call
today for complete details.

\L\\

PETER LYONS / LYONSIMAGING.COM
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did — or didn't do — on Memorial Day.
Paul Brogger
Mid-Life Cruises, San Juan 28
Olympia, WA

Paul — After a troop of Alameda Fire Department’s best
stood around with their thumbs in their pockets for an hour
watching Raymond Zack die in chest-deep water on Memorial
Day, a lot of Latitude readers said they thought it was indica-
tive of the country’s having gone to hell. We disagreed, saying
that we thought the gutless response was an Alameda Fire
Department-specific problem. We like to think that the Lalke
Chelan incident is evidence that we were correct. By the way,
the water in Lake Chelan is colder than in the Bay, and the
Clarke brothers reportedly had no safety training, no special
equipment, and no fat-ass labor contract paying them $15k+
a month. They just had a decent sense of humanity.

By the way, shortly after the Alameda Fire Department let
Zack drown without lifting a finger to try to help, the City Council
approved a new labor contract with them. On the firefighters’
side, they agreed to increase pension contributions by a whop-
ping 2%; that the spouses of those with the department less
than five years wouldn't get full health benefits for life; and
they wouldn't ask for raises for six years. Of course, with even
base-level firefighters having been compensated as much as
$249,000 in one year — not including future pension benefits
— that’s not giving up much, is it? In return, the city agreed
that firefighters wouldn't have to rescue anyone in water over
12 inches deep or less than 80 degrees. Unless, of course, it
was some babe between the ages of 18 and 35 in a tiny bikini.
Hey, ho, way to go, Alamedo!

1A DAUNTLESS THANK YOU
I want to thank Latitude 38 for once again sponsoring my
schooner Dauntless in the Master Mariners Regatta. We had a
\ great time, and Latitude’s Christine
Weaver and her boyfriend Jonathan
£, Gutoff were great crew.
| We also had a terrific sail back
to San Diego. We went a couple of
hundred miles offshore, where we
found 25+ knots of wind all the way
| home. This resulted in one 215-mile
day. It was an E-Ticket ride. Thanks
| again, and we're looking forward to
| seeing you all off at the start of the
| Baja Ha-Ha again this year.
Paul Plotts
Dauntless, 71-ft schooner
San Diego

'Dauntless' will again escort
the '11 Ha-Ha fleet.

Paul — The pleasure is all ours. We can't tell you how much
everyone appreciates your bringing your fine schooner 500
miles upwind from San Diego just to help the Master Mariners
Regatta be the great event that it is. As for us, it wouldn't be
a real start of a Ha-Ha without Dauntless there flying the big
American flag in the middle of the fleet. Thank you!

TIT'S $30 FOR 30 DAYS AT SANTA CRUZ ISLAND
To clarify Latitude's July issue statement about the permit
fees for the Nature Conservancy's 76% share of Santa Cruz

b".
Call Today! autique

www.clubnautique.net

Island, it's $30 for a period of 30 consecutive days, or $70 to
cover all of the months remaining in a calendar year. Permits
are required only if you're going to go ashore, as there is no
charge to anchor anywhere around the island. No reservation

Alameda 800-343-SAIL
Sausalito 800-559-CLUB
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INTERNATIONAL

A Free Harness for All That Horsepower
Contact your favorite sailmaker for details!
Bainbridge and Marlow have partnered on one of the best deals in sailing. Order a sail made

from any Bainbridge upwind polyester or multi-purpose downwind sailcloth between now
and August 1st, and you’ll get Marlow MB12 double-braid sheets for that sail for FREE.

Bainbridge has been the world leader in sailcloth for over a century. Marlow is the highest
tech rope manufacturer with lines of exceptional quality for every marine application. Get
the benefit of both: the highest quality sheets to go with the best quality sailcloth.

Ask your sailmaker for Bainbridge cloth, because all that horsepower
is even better when the harness is free.

Mariow

distributed by A!\BM.':{‘}.'SR(:’E

bainbridgeoffers.com
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or permits are required to land on the National Park's 24% of
the island — unless you plan to camp overnight.

This brings us to the California Channel Islands versus
other warmer cruising venues. It's been a rare early summer
for my wife and me, as by the Fourth of July we'd cruised two
entirely different U.S. venues.

On Memorial Day Weekend, we joined friends aboard their
Island Packet 37 at Tierra Verde on Florida's central west coast
for a cruise to
y the Dry Tortu-
gas National
Park, which is
the ultimate is-
land group to
the west of Key
. West. We spent
five nights on
the hook in the

SR SO | o Mo cozy Fort Jef-
ferson anchor-

Which is better — California's Channel Islands . . . age, where we

WEBB LOGG

were protected from easterly winds by the surrounding reefs
and shoals. We mellowed out with gin and tonics in defiance
of the pleasantly warm east and northeast winds that blew 15
to 25 knots for our entire stay. The water was a wonderful 82
degrees, there were tarpon everywhere and smaller tropical
fish on all the shallow coral reefs, and the vistas were delight-
ful. It made us wonder what could be better.

We suppose there were two downsides. One was the nightly
thunderstorms, with gusts to 36 knots and torrential rain. Ac-
tually, they didn't make us too uncomfortable — except when
upwind boats started dragging! The biggest downside was that
it was a 32-hour motorsail each way. In fact, unless you have
your boat in the Keys, it's a long way to the Dry Tortugas from
just about anywhere, and it’s not always a pleasant crossing.

Scarcely a month later, over a long Fourth of July week-
end, we anchored for the first time in two years at Coches
Prietos at Santa Cruz Island, one of the prettiest places in all
of the Channel Islands. We had a delightful reach in 12-15
knots across the East Santa Barbara Channel from Ventura,
which brought us around to the southern side of the island
in less than three hours. From there, we motored nine miles
to Coches and dropped the hook, where it remained down for
four nights.

It being a holiday weekend, we didn't get one of the best
spots close to the beach, but our spot was open to the
warmish southwest
breeze that filled in
each afternoon. It
was a mostly sunny
weekend, with wa-
ter near 70°, a little
fog in early morn-
ing, and some roll-
ing at night — but
. no storms or rain.

\ Swaying at anchor
once again in the af-
ternoon breeze, this
time on our own sailboat, with G&Ts in hand, we couldn’t
help but compare the Channel Islands to the Dry Tortugas.

Santa Cruz Island is always beautiful, and the wash of the
sea against its rocky shore is a refreshing, nurturing sound
that we enjoy. The moonless night displayed a breathtaking
star canopy comparable to that seen in the high desert. And

WEBB LOGG

... or Florida's Dry Tortugas?




A Perfect Fit for Any Vessel

You don't have to be a
Salty Dog to find a great
slip at Marina Bay.

Whether it’s just for the
weekend or a permanent berth,
Marina Bay Yacht Harbor has
room for yachts, multihulls,
classics, and ‘regular’ boats too!

Slips are available in all
shapes and sizes, with large
end-ties open for multihulls

or large yachts.

Convenient, sunny, and ready to
welcome you to a new world of
sailing from Marina Bay.

www.MarinaBayYachtHarbor.com

Marina Bay Yacht Harbor
(510) 236-1013



MARINE & HARDWARE CO.

A FAMII.Y Ownep & Operatep BusinEss
For Three Generations ACE

Hardware

MARINE PARTS & ACCESSORIES, PLUS A COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE
Goto WhuIePoiniMurine.com for additional discounts!
JABSCO TOILET | CHART BOOKS

Manual
Model
29090-2000
NOow
$169%
Electrical

Model
370100090

The convenience of many charts combined
info one book that fits on your chart table.
No. California: Now $49g

So. California: Now § 3925

Panama - Mexico: Now $ 8925

Pacific Northwest: Now $ 8922

LELAND

Strobe Light

Now
$19%

Small and compact
strobe light, fits in ones
pocket, with 3mile
visibility, waterproof

and last for 30 hours.
D Cell Battery not included.

SEACHOICE

Horn

8 oz.
Non-flammable

Horn $162°
Refill $112°

SEACHOICE

Spot Light

OR,ON Alert/Locate

Deluxe Kit

Comes complete
with flare gun,
flares, whistle,
flag, info CD...
allin a water-
proof case.

List $149.99
Now
$9920

SPANISH OR FRENCH

for Cruisers

12 Volt
800,000 C.P.

Now $192

BLACK & DECKER
POLISHER

1000-3000RPM

$29% each

or buy both for
$49%

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 - FAX 233-1989

Mon-Sat: 8:30am - S5pm ¢ Sun: 10am - 4pm * whalepoint@acehardware.com
Go to WhalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

NOw

$69%
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WHALESPOINT Bl

the placid, open sea to the south was inviting.

Yet the vast, encompassing aqua blue of Dry Tortugas Na-
tional Park, as seen from atop Fort Jefferson, was comparable
to the vistas from Cavern Point on Santa Cruz Island. And
the semi-enclosed, protected anchorage was much better for
sound sleep — even in thunderstorms — than one open to the
sea. And there was more easily-observed sea life at Tortugas.
Coches offers more seclusion but, because it's not a national
park, there are no services or moorings.

Collectively, the California Channel Islands have nearly —
but not quite — everything that one would want in a cruising
ground. But what area does have it all? The Channel Islands
are certainly unsurpassed in their accessibility to Southern
California mariners, and in their variety of venues. Still, there
are many other exquisite cruising venues out there to be tried.
So we say, 'try 'em all!'

Ray & Bette Wilson
King’s Gambit, Bavaria 38
Long Beach

Ray and Bette — Latitude loves your 'try ‘'em all’ attitude. But
sorry that we weren't as clear as we could have been about the
landing permit fees for the Natural Conservancy'’s part of the
island. As we're planning several sailing-hiking trips to Santa
Cruz Island this summer and fall, we'd done all the research,
we just failed to communicate it clearly.

Spealing of communication failures, the 15 illegal immi-
grants who got dumped off at Santa Cruz Island in early July
are probably trying to figure out what their boat driver didn't
understand about their wanting to get dropped off on mainland
California, not an offshore island.

For those of you keeping score at home, in 2010 some 867
illegal immigrants and smugglers were arrested at sea or along
the California coast, which was more than double the number in
‘09. With recent panga-load landings at such diverse places at
Carlsbad, Laguna Beach, tony Malibu, and Santa Cruz Island,
the total is expected to be much higher for this calendar year.
Officials say that those engaged in human trafficking have
been smuggling drugs at the same time, with one boat found
to have had 500 lbs of pot aboard. This has led to discoveries
of smuggling vessels at Catalina and Santa Rosa islands, and
the suspicion that the islands are becoming home to lookouts

for the smugglers.

{{THE SINKING OF KA-EM-TE

Did you know that Ka-Em-Te, which sank after the two own-
ers and two crew were rescued by a ship 650 miles southwest
of Pt. Conception on their way back to the States from Mexico,
was a 30-ft Bayliner sail-
boat? There's a reason
they are called Baylin-

ers, not 'Oceanliners’'.
Jason Dicks
Myrtle Beach, SC

Jason — We're not
Jfamiliar enough with
. the Bayliner sailboats to

—— — comment on how stoutly
The crew of 'Ka-Em-Te' was rescued by they were built. But ac-
a Chinese freighter. cording to the blog main-
tained by Ka-Em-Te’s Oregon-based owners, Doug Merrell and
Trisha Kelsoe, the couple had made a lot of improvements to
the boat prior to their sailing to and spending three years in
San Carlos, Mexico. As they elected to try to sail the clipper
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Call your nearest North Sails representative.
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415-339-3000

Channel Islands
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LETTERS

route back to Oregon, which necessarily took them something
lilke 500 miles offshore and away from almost all shipping, it's
clear they had confidence in their boat.

For the record, a lot of very high-quality boats have sunik
after striking submerged objects. Ka-Em-Te managed to sail for
several more days before her steering became so bad the crew
decided to abandon the boat. And rather than freaking out and
issuing a mayday, they issued an appropriate pan pan. You
might also note that Trisha said she regretted not scuttling the
boat because, even in Ka-Em-Te's debilitated condition, she
wasn't going to sink right away, and therefore posed a hazard
— albeit a very small one — to navigation. You can read the
full story of Ka-Em-Te’s fate in this month'’s Sightings.

1{I DON'T GIVE A RAT'S ASS
I anchored my Catana 40 Paradoxin Barra de Navidad for a
week this March while my wife went home to do tax paperwork
and see the kids. One night I got up to pee, and sat down on
- - the bowl in the dark, as I
& usually do to avoid mak-
ing a mess. I suddenly felt
a scratching around my
private areas! I jumped up
and turned on the light to

"' find a rat struggling for

.-"_“\.

his life in the salt water of
the head. After examining
myself to insure the family
jewels hadn't suffered any
damage, I drowned the rat
and threw him overboard. I did notice that he'd scratched off
most of the calcium stains that had collected around the base
of the bowl, stains I had been meaning to clean.

I set some traps, but never did catch any other rats. The
only food damaged was a box of ramen noodles that had been
chewed through. I guess the salt made him thirsty, and he fell
into the toilet bowl trying to get a drink. Other sailors have
told me that snakes as well as rats swim in the Barra lagoon
and can crawl up anchor rodes. My advice is to keep the toilet
cover down when in Barra.

L F.
Every man's nightmare.. . .

Carl J. Carlson
Paradox, Catana 39S
Guaymas, Mexico

Readers — In response to our running this item in 'Lectronic,
several readers wrote in with suggestions on how to keep pests
and vermin off boats. Read on.

Tt JRESORTING TO CHEMICAL WARFARE

Years ago, I used to keep my old Sabre 34 Freedom Rider
up in the Delta for a couple of months in the summer. I would
work during the week and spend weekends on the boat. When
I opened the boat one weekend, I found ants all over the galley
counter, the dry locker, and the surrounding cabinets. And
when I say all over, I do mean all over!

I was pretty shocked because I'd heard of rats and roaches
on boats, but ants? Upon close inspection, I discovered a line
of ants coming down my finger pier from the levee berm at
the head of the dock. I surmised that the ants had crawled
up my dockline and got in the boat via the engine air intake
next to the aft cleat.

Not wanting to spray insecticide in my boat, I used a wet
sponge and a lot of running water to wipe up the ants and
flush them down the drain. It took over three hours, but I
cleaned out every cabinet and counter until there was no
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SOUTH

HARBOR

South Beach Harbor is a great

way to experience San Francisco.
Boats of all sizes are welcome in our
protected deepwater harbor. Bring
your boat to South Beach and enjoy
all the attractions of the city.

Two guest docks for boats up to 1257

20 guest berths up to 507
Casual and fine dining nearby
Adjacent to ATET Park

Easy access to transporation
24 hour security

Free pump-out stations

For Reservations:
415.495.4911 (x1111)

fax: 415.512.1351
sb.harbor @sfgov.org
www.southbeachharbor.com
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more trace of the ants. Furthermore, I bought ant traps for
the counter and cabinets, and I sprayed my docklines and
end of the finger with Raid to prevent another invasion. All
seemed good for the next 36 hours, so I figured I had the
problem licked.

But when I returned to my boat the following weekend, I
found the ants were up to their old tricks. There were not as
many as before, so I figured these were stragglers from the
first invasion, and that their reinforcements had been cut off
when I sprayed the docklines and dock the week before. Once
again, I went into wipe-up mode, and for the next 36 hours
no ants were to be seen. Mission
i i accomplished!

That Sunday, after a great week-
end in the Delta, I started to put
my boat away for the week. Going
through my shutdown checklist,
I lifted the floorboard in the main
salon to make sure the bilge was
dry. What did I see, but millions —
OK, maybe just many thousands
— of ants in a mass, many of them
carrying eggs! Reinforcements from
outside weren't necessary, as they
were multiplying right there in my
bilge!

It became clear that my adher-
ing to the Geneva Conventions by
fighting ants with just a wet sponge wasn't going to cut it, so
I reverted to chemical warfare and sprayed the bilge with ant
killer just before leaving for the weekend. The good news is
that it did the trick. The bad news was that the boat smelled
of ant killer for the next three weeks and I didn't feel com-
fortable spending too much time aboard. As a result, I lost a
couple of weekends of Delta Dawdling.

"After a while, I said the heck
with Geneva Conventions."

Jamie Rosman

Tardis, Taswell 49
Ex-Freedom Rider, Sabre 34
San Francisco

1JTRY NEW AND IMPROVED 'GECKO GUARD'
Aboard Tropical Dance, we use 'Gecko Guard' for roach

and ant control.
Reylyn Yarussi
Tropical Dance
Gulfstar Sailmaster 50
San Clemente

Readers — Some might

Jﬁ laugh, but geckos are popu-

I " lar roach controls through-

New and improved Gecko Guard kills out the tropics as well as

200 cockroaches a day. in places such as New York

City. Noisy geckos are said to be able to consume as many at

200 cockroaches a night. But if you've got a cat on your boat,
you won't have your gecko(s) for long.

1| THE CONE OF DEATH
I suggest putting rat guards facing out on anchor/dock-
lines, and spraying them liberally with pesticide. This defi-
nitely works for rats and snakes. A few roaches might be able
to scurry around the funnel, but hopefully the pesticide will
get them before they become too much of a nuisance.
Paul Fowler
Santa Cruz
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Almar Marinas

Join one Almar Marina and you have reciprocal privileges at any of
Almar’s 17 locations from San Francisco to San Diego and out to Hawaii.
Programs included in your slips fees:*Boat Handling Classes*Navigation
Courses*Electrical Courses*Anchor Outs*Seminars on Local Destinations.

almar.com

EST. 1973
S5an Diego®Cabrillo Isle Marina®Marina del Rey™Marina del Rey Marina®Channel Islands Harbor® Bahia Marina®

Anacapa lsle Marina® Peninsula Marina*Westport Marina®*Ventura Harbor*Ventura Isle Marina®5an Francisco
Bay®Treasure Isle Marina®Jack London Square®lack London Square Marina®Oakland*NEast Basin Marina
“WWest Basin Marina®Embarcadero Marina®Union Point Marina®Alameda®Ballena 1sle Marina®Martinez™
*Martinez Marina®CA Delta®RiverPoint Landing®Honolulu®Kewalo Basin Harbor®Oahu®lroguois Marina®
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— LETTERS
SHAFT SHARK

The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

1/ DROPPING THE RATS OFF AT THE POOL
When it comes to rats, my advice would be to keep the
seat up. It sounds like a great way to catch an unwelcome
intruder!
Cameron Vawter
Calistoga

T JIGUANA POO IS NOTHING COMPARED TO ROACHES

Based on my 17-year circumnavigation, it is virtually
impossible to prevent pests from stowing away on a cruising
boat. But you don't have to welcome them aboard. We had our
fair share of invasions of pests, both vermin and uninvited
friends, but I'll limit my comments to the former.

The most inviting situation for rats and cockroaches is for a
boat to side-tie to a dodgy wharf. If you want to hail every pest
in the 'hood, put your garbage bag on deck or on the bulkhead
near your boat, and leave it there overnight. You can avoid
almost anything but the odd sea snake by anchoring out, or
if need be, tying up in a clean marina. In Europe, it is best to
Med-moor rather than side-tie, and raise your passarelle—i.e.
boarding plank — when you are not using it.

Keep your food stored in rigid sealed containers, preferably
ones that rats and weevils cannot chew through. If possible,
store the containers in a locker that has no limber holes or
other easy entry points. Putting bay leaves in or near your

Two piece unit
For both power and sail

Now available for
sail drive systems.

MARINE

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

i . flour and grain items will
sales@ab-marine.com Sl e r _} help deter weevils. Bugs
www.ab-marine.com SH tend to be more prevalent
%' in unpackaged foods pur-

S chased from open markets

Py : - = in Second and Third World

w y ” 5 ' countries. Soak veggies in

Installs and g‘ o . a bucket of water with a

Gobius4 measures from 8 . drop of bleach to kill bugs
Level the outside The 'green’ solution to pests. and larvae. Put grains in
indicator the microwave to kill any bugs or larvae. Leave cardboard

and other packaging ashore, as it is breeding grounds for
cockroaches and other undesirables. Keep your galley clean
and free of grease and food scraps.

As a matter of course, we put cockroach hotels in all our
food storage areas and change them regularly. We also keep
sachets of rat poison in lockers and bilges throughout the
boat.

If you are invaded by pests, you must act immediately and
decisively to remove them from your boat. A rat can and will
chew through plastic, wiring, and even your sails — and there-
fore can cause extensive and expensive damage in just a few
Do you know how full... or empty your tanks are? days. Sharing your living space with a horde of cockroaches

Gobius will tell you... no matter what material your tanks are. is not much fun, either. Pull apart and thoroughly clean any
area where there are signs of pests. Make every attempt to

remove, trap, or kill the invaders and their nests, and remove
Low energy consumption... only 40 mA. any eggs and larvae. Keep some mouse traps and bug spray
onboard just in case.

Critters can easily make their way on board. The only
problem with 'Iggy’', who was a regular visitor while we were

Simple, easy installation... no holes to drill.

Installed in 30 minutes.

Patented system.

—d in a slip on the New River in Ft. Lauderdale, was when he left
MARINE a big poo on the deck.

My having made many reports to Latitude over the course

747 Aquidneck Ave. of my long circumnavigation, I hope nobody minds if I put

Middletown, Rl 02842 in a plug for Moonshadow, my beloved Deerfoot 2-62. She's

401-847-7960 for sale, and truly in excellent condition and equipped to go

Fax: 401-849-0631 offshore tomorrow. We're selling her as a turn-key operation,

with all the offshore cruising gear, dinghy/outboards, spare
parts, tools, appliances, galleyware, etc. for $499,000. Her
next caretaker would literally only have to make a trip to the

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com
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Been there,
done that!

So let us help you to
get set for the Baja Ha-Ha!

Our friendly, knowledgeable Associates are ready
to help you with all of your outfitting needs!

Bellevue, WA — Mike Griffith

13211 Northup Wy. - (425) 641-4065

Mike has cruised the South Pacific, Hawaii, West Coast, Canada and Alaska. Many
of those miles were singlehanded. He is a former sailing instructor. He has owned
and upgraded the same C&C 38 for over 30 years.

Sausalito — David Forbes

1 295 Harbor Dr. - (415) 332-0202

1 In addition to teaching all levels of boating, David has captained various vessels from
40’-80’ throughout the Caribbean, New England, Mediterranean, and Eastern Pacific.
He currently owns a Colgate 26 and is active in the SF Bay Area Racing community.

Alameda — Dan Niessen

730 Buena Vista Ave. ¢ (510) 521-4865

Dan Niessen currently owns two boats and is an avid long distance cruiser
and a certified sailing instructor.

Long Beach — Holly Scott

251 Marina Dr. - (562) 598-9400
Captain Holly has been sailing all her life and has done so all over the world.
She currently holds a 100-ton Masters License and loves to share her knowledge,

experience and boating humor.

Newport Beach — Tom Stallings

900 West Coast Hwy. - (949) 645-1711

Tom Stallings has over 35 years of boating experience and is a current Dana Point liveaboard.

Along with his thousands of ocean miles, Tom holds a U.S.C.G. Master License. \.

San Diego - Louis Holmes

1250 Rosecrans Dr. - (619) 225-8844
Louis has been an avid sailor for 23 years. He has over 6,000 miles of delivery experience,

including two Mexico returns and a return from Hawaii, and over 10,000 miles of racing experience.

Over 300 stores nationwide! m
For the location nearest you, W We St M a r I
go to westmarine.com /




PUTTY
FILAER

5% OFF

3M Platinum Filler

Quarts (3M-01121) or Gallons (3M-01171)

Bondo All-Purpose Putty

Quarts (3M-20052) or Gallons (3M-20054)

Dynatron Putty-Cote

Quarts (3M-00592) or 1/2 Gallons (3M-00593)

3M Marine Premium Filler
Quarts (3M-46005) or Gallons (3M-46006)

3M Marine Blister/Repair Filler

Pints (3M-46012) or Quarts (3M-46013)

SVENDSEN'S
MARINE

1851 Clement Ave., Phone:

Alameda Marina

510.521.8454

SALE ENDS 8/31/2011 - MAY NOT BE COMBINED W/OTHER OFFERS
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supermarket and she'd be ready to cruise anywhere.

By the way, I have to agree with the Wanderer about the
appeal of small and nimble sailboats. I have been racing on
Stewart 34s, a New Zealand one-design racer-cruiser for the
past 12 years, and when 'Shadow sells, I plan to buy one. But
as the Wanderer also knows, there's nothing like a big boat
when you're living on board and sailing across a lot of open
water.

George Backhus & Merima Dzaferi
Moonshadow, Deerfoot 2-62

Lying in Jacksonville, Florida
Ex-Sausalito / Auckland, New Zealand

T JEQUAL COPPER RIGHTS FOR ALL

Latitude has been reporting on recently passed legislation
in my home state of Washington that bans copper-based
bottom paints. As a fish-loving environmentalist, I'm all for it
— but only if adequate alternatives can be developed. In my
opinion, the law we passed is a politically mutated sham that
will burden the small boat owner and do little or nothing to
improve water quality. Why? Commercial vessels and yachts
over 65 feet are exempted.

I cannot fathom the reason for this exemption. It is tempt-
ing to think that those groups had better lobbyists in our
state capital, but who knows? In any case, knowing that
Microsoft billionaire Paul Allen's various megayachts and
the Washington State Ferry System will be dumping more
copper into Puget Sound every day than my little Islander 28
is likely to leach in her lifetime makes it very difficult for me
to buy into the idea that I'm going to buck up and help save
our waters.

As I said, I'm all for helping to improve water quality, but
the policies must be fair. As written, ours is not.

Jeff Lange
Annie Lee, Islander 28
Anacortes, WA

Jeff — It does seem odd that the vessels being exempted
Jfrom the law will be: 1) Government ferries. Shouldn't Wash-
ington's ‘green government’ be leading the ‘green revolution’ by
example? 2) Boats over 65 feet, which proportionally use more
bottom paint than smaller boats. If we ever take Profligate to
Washington, we suppose we're going to have to consider add-
ing a 2-ft broomstick to her bow to qualify for the exemption.
And 3) the megayachts of billionaires, who more than anyone
could afford the extra expense — albeit minor — that will be
incurred by the mandated use of non-copper bottom paints.

By the way, has the state of Washington gotten around to
passing legislation that will prohibit the use of copper in bralke
pads? As most people know, copper from bralke pads is the
biggest source of copper-related water pollution.

TI"T'VE GOT AN ITCH RIIIIIGHT THERE"

Just because the development plans for Treasure Island
have been approved by the city of San Francisco doesn't nec-
essarily mean the projected buildings will actually be built.

Years ago, the Navy gave their old training center to the
city of San Diego for what was to be low-income housing.
It took years for the city to do anything, and when they de-
cided to act, the low-income housing was cancelled because
"developers couldn't make enough money." That meant the
lottery for getting onto the list to buy the low-cost housing
was cancelled as well. A new list of people was created to see
who got first crack at no-longer-low-income housing and the
list was heavy on city council members and family members
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Come Visit Us Today!

pEACH SAILING

at the
beautifully renovated Pier 40 in San Francisco

South Beach Riggers

DO IT ONGE.
DO IT RIGHT.

PERIOD.

Scan with your Smartphone and learn
more about our services and offerings.

www. SouthBeachRiggers.com

CE NT@{?

415.331.3400

20+ years

specializing in

nautical interiors.

e Qur showroom has the
most extensive collection

of marine-oriented fabrics
anywhere!

e Award-winning yacht
upholstery and design

¢ Creative approach Liz Diaz,

* Results ideal for all Yachters e

nbmc@earthlink.net
www.northbeachmarinecanvas.com

Pier 40, The Embarcadero
I South Beach Harbor, San Francisco

415.543.1887

Westwind

Washing, Waxing, Varnishing
and Interior Cleaning

Has your boat ‘gone green’?
We can clean that!

“The cleaning job you
did was great. I was
really impressed.”

- Neil Skeggs,
‘Artemis’
Hunter 40

Serving the entire Bay Area for more than 25 years.

s o) westwinddetailing@sonic.net ’E
www.boatdetailing.com —

Adjacent to South Beach Harbor and AT&T Park ¢ Close to dozens of fantastic restaurants and shops




- NEW
- USED
- REFINANCE

ESSEX

CREDIT

T

Boat Loans
Made Easyg

Let our 30 years of experience go to work for you!

Richard Tressler
866-377-3948 ext. 1047008

www.essexcredit.com

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Loan Amounts from $25,000
Instant Loan Approvals* ® 90 Days to First Payment*

*Subject to Loan Program Guidelines and Credit Approval
Reference Code = MAR931
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of the developers, who bought up a bunch of places. Then
they rented them out, even though a condition of purchase
was that they be owner-occupied for the first two years.

If you believe what the developers say, you're crazy, but
that's how it went in San Diego. We'll have to see what hap-
pens at Treasure Island.

Paul Clausen
Washington County

Paul — Are you trying to suggest that developers and mem-
bers of government have a 'scratch my back and I'll scratch
yours’ relationship? Come on, this is the United States, where
everybody has equal opportunity and is treated equally. The
next thing you'll be telling us is that the only two classes of
people who can legally profit from trading on inside stock
information — a.k.a. having a license to print money — are
members of Congress and the members of the staff of members
of Congress. Oh wait, we forgot, that's true.

1{DOWN WITH MULTIHULL PREJUDICE!
I guess the Bay Area is no different than much of the rest of
the world when it comes to marinas being prejudiced against

ANNE THOMAS
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With the N/M 39 'Raven' laying next to the 63-ft 'Profligate', we can see
an argument for multihulls paying more for berthing than monohulls.

multihulls. I'm wondering when we'll get a marina that caters
to multis, such as the one in Annapolis.

I'm down here at Gravelle's Boat Yard working on my Sea-
runner 31 tri, and am hoping to make the Baja Ha-Ha this
fall. But if I get a slip in the harbor here, they automatically
charge me 200% of the monohull rate. It doesn't make any

difference whether I'm on
Il an end-tie, which would
mean that I'm taking up
the same amount of dock
space as a similar beamy
monohull. The policy is no
different from that of any
other marina in the area,
- so I'm not picking on Moss
The Annapolis Multihull Center is small Landing. In fact, the berth
but friendly. rates here are very reason-
able — particularly when compared to those of Santa Cruz.
It's just unreasonable that they double my rate for no other
reason than that they can.

ANNAPOLIS CAT CENTER

Tom Van Dyke
en pointe, Searunner 31
San Francisco

Tom — The fact is that multihulls do have a much bigger
‘footprint’ than do monohulls, so you would expect that they be
charged more. Of course, a 60-ft monohull also tales up more
than three times the square footage of a 20-ft monohull, but




Yacht owners trust PACIFIC CREST CANVAS for
the best in design, service and quality.

Still the Highest Quality

e Offshore Dodger™ Products at the Best Prices

e Coastal Dodger™

Welded aft handrail Affordable designs
Bolt-on side handrails Same high quality
Lexan windshields materials

Same superior
workmanship

F’[lq--—_ =

e Baja Awning™
Lightweight and

e Cruiser's Awning™
Easy setup off

waterproof your dodger
Durable and Flies with no

easy to launch bulky frame
Multiple side screen Comes with

configurations shade screens

Jessica and Jim enjoying the start of the Cruising Lifestyle.

ﬁ—'—.—\__\__\_\_\_\_""—u\.

PACIFIC CREST BAHVAE\

Open Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00
Saturday by appointment

(510) 521-1938

2021 Alaska Packer Place
Alameda, CA 94501
Grand Marina

www.pacificcrestcanvas.com

DISCOVER WHAT
CRUISERS HAVE LEARNED

To outfit your Blue Water Adventure, go to gﬁ”icial l
DOWNWIND MARINE pomog
The Cruiser's Chandlery, where you will

2011
BAJA
find extensive experience and great value! | HA-HA

THREE STORES TO SERVE YOU

All with Online Convenience!

44
ntares

ORLD’S BEST LIVEABOARD

Glass windshield, complete
engine instrumentation,
and weather enclosure
make the Antares a true
all-season catamaran.

www.downwindmarine.com
2804 Canon Street
San Diego, CA 92106
(619) 224-2733
(866) 289-0242

www.sandiegomarine.com
2636 Shelter Island Drive
San Diego
(619) 223-7159
(800) 336-SDMX
Mexico 001-800-336-7369

www.sailingsupply.com
2822 Canon Street
San Diego, CA 92106
(619) 225-9411
(800) 532-3831

613.544.9283
Toronto

www.liveantares.com info@liveantares.com
We are a great family of marine stores with even more service,

websites, and resources to meet all of your boating needs.

Buenos Aires

Charleston
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The J111is equped.WlthFIexofoId
Lowest Drag
Highest Thrust
Best Value

MY flexofold

OF4AN sailboat propellers

www.flexofold.com
781.631.3190
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they don't pay three times as much per foot. So you're right,
something is _funky somewhere.

For the record, the berth rates for a 35-ft slip at the Annapolis
Catamaran Center are $800/month.

1 THE TROUBLE WITH CATS . ..

We enjoyed the June 27 ‘Lectronic photo of Profligate's
tight squeeze when being lifted out at the La Cruz Shipyard.
The accompanying photo is of our new-to-us Catana 44
Taiga being hauled for the summer in Charleston, South

T Carolina, after our winter
cruise in the Exumas. You
. can see the fenders are on
the trampoline because we
only had two inches' clear-
ance in the slip!

Other than hauling our
cat by crane, this was one
of only two Travel-Lifts at a
It was a tight fit, but 'Taiga' fit none- dry storage yard anywhere
theless. south of the Chesapeake
Bay capable of hauling a cat with the 23-ft beam of our boat.
The other was in Thunderbolt, Georgia, but they didn't have
long term storage available.

Jack & Sherri Hayden
Vets of the '99 Ha-Ha
Taiga, Catana 44
Eagle River, AK

Two inches?! That's one-fourth of the
clearance we had. We're going to stop bragging.

M"THE ERIK SEEMED OK TO ME"

I've been on eight fishing trips out of San Felipe, the last
two of which were on Erik, the boat that sank in stormy condi-
tions on July 3, tragically claiming the lives of seven Northern
California men.

While the fishing boats I went on were not 'Princess boat
pristine’, to my eye they were seaworthy for the conditions
in the Sea of Cortez. The crew were good sailors and great
fishing guides.

Anyone going on a trip on a Mexican boat should be fore-
warned that the regulations and enforcement we seem to
resent in U.S. waters are not to be found in Mexico. I spent
some time on the bridge with the captain on the first trip that
I took and noticed that the only navigation aids aboard were a
compass on a gimbal, a chart, and a VHF radio. Realizing that
if something were to happen, the radio would probably be out
of range and useless, I decided to bring my own emergency
equipment on my next trip. For all future trips, I brought
PFDs for all in my party, a compass, a chart, and an EPIRB.
Fortunately, we never needed this equipment.

My being an avid racer on San Francisco Bay and a reader
of Latitude 38, my sailboats and crew were always ready for
the worst. Whenever people venture out on big waters, there
will be boating tragedies, some because of nautical ineptitude,
but most just because of bad circumstances. We have had
our share of tragedies in the Bay Area, but sailors here are
knowledgeable and prepared. Latitude 38 is a shining light
in the effort to keep sailors prepared.

Joe Boone
Blitzen, Ranger 23
Loch Lomond

Joe — Thanls for the observations and kind words about




LIEN SALE
AUCTION

September 9

From Hwy 101, take the
— MARINA Sierra Point Pkwy exit and
follow the signs to the marina.

GREAT LOCATION! Just minutes to Central Bay sailing. ) )
GREAT RATES! Starting at $5.90/foot! 400 Sierra Point Parkway

Brisbane, CA 94005
MARINA GREEN with picnic/BBQ areas, Bay Trail Access I
and FREE \Wi-Fi. www.ci.brisbane.ca.us

HOME OF THE g (650) 583-6975
SIERRA POINT YACHT CLUB harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us

Office Berthing
Space 31 Embarcadero Cove
Oakland

Embarcadero Cove

Oakland

Two Idyllic Waterfront
Opportunities:

¢ Office space for lease
¢ Slips for rent

« M1 Zine Alloy for Salt Water Gnly
» M2 Aluminum Alloy for Salt & Brackish Water @,
» M3 Mlagmesium Allay fer Fresly Water Qnly @-

Call for rates and information: (510) 532-6683
sales@martyranodes.com « www.martyranodes.com .
0 S www.embarcaderocovemarina.com
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BLUE WATER
YACHT INSURANCE

Blue Water Yacht Insurance
covers more active cruising
boats than any other marine
agency in the Western
Hemisphere, and is the
leading innovator of
insurance products for
the offshore sailor.

Our Insurance
Programs Provide:

¢ Crew of two anywhere
e Worldwide Navigation
* Hawaii
e Caribbean
e South Pacific
e Mexico
¢ Charter Boats
e Multihulls
¢ | iveaboards

¢ Racing Boats

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years ¢ "Agreed Value"
"All Risks" ¢ "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans
at affordable prices.

Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167
Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com

Quote requests
Visit our website
www.bluewaterinsurance.com

LETTERS

Latitude.

Frankly, we're baffled by several aspects of the terrible Erik
tragedy. First of all, we're talking about a 115-ft vessel that
had been safely plying these waters for many years, and with
an experienced crew aboard.

Second, although hit by a "furious and brief” storm that re-
portedly produced 50-knot winds and 15-ft seas, such storms,
whether they be elefantes or chubascos, are common as dirt
in the Sea in the summer. Every summer cruiser in the Sea
has been through a bunch of these "furious and brief” storms,
and no doubt Erik and her crew had been through scores of
them. So it seems to us that the weather couldn’'t have been
that much of a problem — unless something about the extreme
tides in that part of the Sea made the seas much worse than
they otherwise would have been.

Third, what in the hell was the captain of the Erik doing
steering the vessel beam to the seas? This was reported by
one Novato survivor, who had been up in the wheelhouse with
the captain until just before the fatal wave hit. No matter if you
graduate from Annapolis or are a seat-of-the-pants Mexican
mariner, you know that being abeam to big seas is something
you want to avoid at all costs.

It's just not clear to us what went wrong — catastrophic boat
failure, drunk captain, Toguish wave’. We'd sure like to know
more.

Government oversight of passenger vessels varies tremen-
dously around the world, and can vary even more within a
country based on local corruption. Look what just happened
in Russia, where 129 people died. And while in Vietham and
Cambodia two years ago, we travelled and/ or slept on several
dicey vessels we wouldn't have gotten on if we hadn't been
confident that our daughter and de Mallorca could have easily
swum to shore or to another boat. Indeed, when we heard that
one of the overnight tourist boats at Halong Bay, Vietnam had
suddenly sunk on February 15, claiming the lives of 12 tourists,
it came as no surprise. And if we get a report tomorrow that a
river ferry in Ho Anh sank with the loss of 200 lives and 100
motorbikes and 100 bicycles, it wouldn't be a shock either.

While Mexico may not have as high standards as do the
United States, Canada, New Zealand, Australia or the rest of
the first world, they do malce an effort.

It's important also to realize that we in the States don't have
a perfect record either. For example, on March 6, 2004, the
Coast Guard-inspected vessel Lady D, with two crew and 23
passengers aboard, flipped while on a water taxi route from
Fort McHenry to Fells Point, Maryland. Five passengers died,
and four suffered serious injuries after the boat went over in
moderately rough conditions.

A little more than a year later; the Ethan Allen, a 40-ft,
glass-enclosed tour boat flipped with 47 passengers — mostly
senior citizens — in calm conditions on New Yorl's Lale George.
Twenty passengers died. Despite the fact the Ethan Allen
was certified by the Coast Guard to carry 47 passengers, the
National Transportation and Safety Board later concluded that
she shouldn't have been certified to carry more than 14 pas-
sengers. Weather was determined not to have been a factor.

Then there was the famous case of the 310-ft Staten Island
ferry Andrew J. Barberi, which crashed full-speed into a con-
crete pier at the St. George, New York, ferry terminal on August
15 '03. Eleven of the 1,500 passengers were killed and 71
injured, some critically. The law, reasonably enough, required
that two pilots be in the wheelhouse when the ferry was about
to dock. Alas, most of the pilots thought this policy was too much
of a bother to follow, so only pilot Richard Smith, who had been
observed slumped over the controls, was in the wheelhouse.
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BUY A SLIP - Save money and earn equity! Save on your annual rental cost. Enjoy tax savings as a slip owner. Enjoy low
maintenance as an investment property. Emery Cove Yacht Harbor is the only marina on the Bay with FEE SIMPLE (not a grounds lease)
dockominium ownership. Listings start at $32,000.

RENT A SLIP - 35-60 slips, rates from $9 to $10.
MARINA GUARD °®- Ground fault monitoring. WIRELESS |N__'|'ERNE'|' - Free

Emeryville Yacht Club,
Muzi‘:lesen Marine, &
Michael Wiest Yacht Sales _
&Scu\Tlme
on premlses } |

CALL FOR A MARKETING PACKAGE ¢ 510-428:0505

3300 Powell Street, Emeryville, CA 94608 * www.emerytove.com * Email: info@emerycove.com
; |

Everything is Coming Up Roses

Agreed Value Yacht & Boat Policies , “ H
Offshore, Coastal, Inland, ea
Liveaboards & Floating Homes :

“ o'd"]g Tank Treatme,,, y

McGinnis Insurance

Since 1972

® Advanced Odor Eliminator
: : ; ¢ Exclusive Bio-Active Technology
* = o g ® Fragrance Free

e Year Round Mexico Available ' * 100% All Natural and Bay Safe

Available at:

Call us at: 800-486-4008 (hd) SYEMRSENS

mcginnsins @aol.com ¥ License #0570469

www.BlueEagleClean.com
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Summer
Sailing
Headquarters!

Visit westmarine.com to shop
our New One

offerings

Rigging
Service
Available

Your Complete Rigging Source!
Installation ¢ Lifelines * Running Rigging
Standing Rigging * Dock & Anchor Lines

SCVMARINE ~ LZTR0BLIE
POWERILITE TP T
LIT \ JolinSoin
Samson 4&' *"W“ !’""‘.W"“ NEWENGLAND ROPES
<Lhomatro  facnory) sy,

Smart

The Intelligent Choice

Wl rire
HARKEN
Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:
Alameda, CA San Diego, CA Seattle, WA

730 Buena Vista Ave. 1250 Rosecrans St. 1275 Westlake Ave. N
(510) 521-4865 (619) 255-83844 (206) 926-0361

westmarine.com/rigging

Page 56 o latitude 38 o August, 2011

LETTERS

Shortly after the incident, Smith tried to commit suicide, first on
the vessel by slashing a wrist, then at home with two pellet gun
shots to the chest. He wasn't any more successful with these
attempts than he was with docking the ferry.

Smith, who was _found to have taken two painkillers and fell
asleep while at the helm, was later sentenced to 18 months.
He must have come before a hard-ass judge, because that's

Just over six weelks for every life that was lost on his account.
To date, the city of New Yorlk, which argued that the accident
was an "act of God," has shelled out $55 million to victims and
families of victims.

We support your idea of bringing your own radio, GPS, EPIRB
or Spot Messenger, and PFDs on fishing trips to Mexico. And
probably on other private and public transport vessels, too, no
matter if they are in India, Mexico or the United States. No, we
aren't very trusting of others.

1A WHALE OF A COLLISION

When I was a cadet at Cal Maritime, we were steaming
toward Tahiti at 10 knots and we hit a whale. So the slow
speed didn't prevent the collision, as the activists' proposal
for marine sanctuaries along the California coast is mean to
accomplish. I'm not sure if the whale we hit survived or not,

so I don't know whether the slower speed was less fatal.
Richard Frankhuizen
Folsom

Richard — Given the dramatic increase in the whale popula-
tion on the west coast of the Americas, we sure wish something
could be done to eliminate or at least reduce collisions between
whales and vessels of all sizes.

When we had Profligate hauled at La Cruz Shipyard last
month, the Pearson 36 Luffin It Il was hauled out nearby with
a big crack forward of the starboard beam and a mangled
prop shaft. Yard Manager John Gerber explained that she
had been hit by a whale. If we're not mistaken, the cost of
the repairs — all the interior near the crack would have to be
removed and replaced — was going to exceed the value of
the boat.

1 {WHAT ABOUT THE COSTS OF INSURANCE?

I have been sailing the Bay for the last six years. Having
read about how couples can cruise in Mexico for $1,500/
month, including maintenance and expenses, I'd like to find
out if such expenses include boat insurance, health insur-
ance, related car expenses, clothing, repairs and more. I ask
this because my annual boat insurance cost is nearly half of
this stated monthly expense. I would be interested in reading
about how those out there do this.

Haro Bayandorian
Sail La Vie, Catalina 36
Coyote Point Marina

Haro — The following letter should have what you're look-
ing for. You should also be able to find all the details in July’s
Cost of Cruising article, which features several spreadsheets
that detail every penny that a cruising couple or family spent.
Other readers told of their cruising expenses in July's Letters.
You'll note the costs ranged from $350/month to $5,000/month.
And yes, there are others who spend much more money than
that each year.

When it comes to boat insurance, it would be interesting to
Iknow what percentage of cruisers have it. We'd guess fewer
than 50%, but with a much higher number of more expensive
boats being insured.




The Cup is coming - slips are going!

Making boating easier — and more fun! — is what Oyster Cove is all about.

America's Cup boats are already here! Take advantage of Oyster Cove's great location. Near the
races and practices, as well as SFO and mass transit, Oyster Cove is the private marina best for

America's Cup convenience.

 Berths 30 feet to 60 feet - Heated Dressing Rooms & Showers
- Laundry Room

Fo o\ MARINA - Double Finger Concrete Slips " ,
@YSIER C&VE  Five Minutes from SFO Nightly Security Patrol

385 OYSTER POINT BOULEVARD #8A,  Close to Hass Transit - (omplimentary lce

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO - End Ties Available at $5.95/Ft!
650 952 = 5540 Www.oystercovemarina.net

License #OE32738

The Cure for the Common Career Q‘« ‘N RI VER

Degree and certificate programs in MARINE INSURANCE
boat a:‘/dfrg, yac/rz‘ d'e\S::gn and sysfems ; AGENCY, INC.

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”
! . 7 Marina Plaza . Antioch, CA 94509
e ﬁ J - - At The Antioch Marina

Qe
h

Worldwide Coverage

e West Coast ¢ East Coast

e Atlantic * Pacific
¢ Mexico e Caribbean
Representing...
A ¢ -~ s
T CHARTIS TRAVELERS ]
CHUBB i
. TP el 11\ RETT. INSTRANCE COMPANY RIS seguros ace recreational
INSURANCE 2 marine insurance

Shop Your Renewal & $ave ® Flexible Survey Requirements

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

Broad Navigational Areas e Liveaboards

Years of unbeatable experience to match your needs to the right product.

Agreed Value Policies ® Fuel Spill Liability
www.BoatlnsuranceOnly.com ¢ (800) 259-5701
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MARITIME ) INSTITUTE

Would You Like
to Become a
Licensed Captain?

Maritime Institute Has a Course Near You!
From San Rafael to San Diego
or On-line At Your Own Pace

What are the benefits of having a Captain’s License?

v Improve Your Navigation Skills

v Increased Safety for Family and Friends
v Option to Take Passengers for Hire

v Better Insurance Rates

... Plus, the PRESTIGE that comes with
being a Licensed Captain!

Call Today 888-262-8020
www.Maritimelnstitute.com

WE'VE MUOVED!

Deep water access at KKMI.

Stop in to see our new shop!
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All sewing in Tenara thread.

* Classic dodgers and biminis
* Drop-top folding dodgers
* Enclosures ¢ Custom canvas

560 W. Cutting Blvd., #2
Richmond, CA 94804
Inside the KKMI boatyard

(510) 2349-4400

LATITUDE / RICHARD

1 {MORE MEXICO CRUISING COSTS

I've become curious to learn what we've spent this year to
keep our boat in Mexico and cruise her roughly seven months
a year. We stay at our San Diego home the rest of the time,
keeping our boat in Marina Mazatlan when we're not using
her. The following annual costs — they are rough rather than
exact — do not include the costs related to our San Diego
home.

1) Insurance: We pay $1,700/year for our '84 Sabre 38
that is valued at $80,000. This includes Mexican liability.

2) Marina slips and a boat manager when we're gone:
$3.,700.

3) Boat repairs, bottom paint (ours lasts three years), spare
parts and misc.: $1,100. This number could vary if a major
component needed replacing.

4) Round-trip airfare for the two of us from Tijuana to either
Mazatlan or Puerto Vallarta on Volaris, the Mexican discount
airline: $1,400.

5) Visas and fishing licenses: $130.

6) Day-to-day expenses, such as eating out, fuel, food and
pocket cash: $7.500.

The total annual cost is $15,530, divided by 12 is $1,295/
month.

We try to stay out of marinas as much as possible, but it
still works out that we have our boat in a marina about seven
months of the year. Since our boat is just 38 feet, we usually
get a lower rate than 40-ft boats. And the summer rates are
much lower than the winter rates.

While we don't dine out a lot, we don't severely limit
ourselves either. We haven't done as much inland travel as
many cruisers do, so we
haven't incurred any of
.. those costs.

Since being in Mexico,
we've had some other ma-
jor expenses that weren't
reflected in last year's
totals. They include major
upgrades, such as a new
engine, a new windlass, an
SSB radio and so forth. I
assumed the 'cost of cruis-
ing' premise is to know
what it costs to cruise
only, as those major costs would have been in incurred if the
boat had been kept up in the States, too.

I hope this adds to the information out there. We'll be
interested in seeing what others are spending down here.

Jan & Vivian Meermans
Ha-Ha '06

Capriccio, Sabre 38

San Diego / Mazatlan

A huge dinner such as this, with soup,
dessert and all the tequila you can
drink, is $10. Street taco dinners are
much less.

1 UMINI CHANGES IN LATITUDE

Nancy — Bahama 25

Mike Nichols

My first change in latitude!

(San Francisco/Monterey)

My 'cruise’ only involved a one-degree change in latitude,
but it was a start. I left Paradise Cay in Tiburon on Monday
morning, June 6, after a weird weekend of weather. I thought
I was clear of it, but I was greeted with showers and 17 knots
of wind at the Golden Gate at 9 a.m. They say your worst
weather is either at the beginning or the end of your voyage,
so I hoped I was getting mine at the beginning.
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LIFERAFT TRAINING

Just 829
©1,800-2,000 repacking
fif you use your ewn
Wednesdeay, September 7
Encinal Yacht Glub poael
880 Refit Preview/Instructiien
400 Reft Lavunch & Inflation
4500-8:00 Bearcing Praciice/Q&/A

5100 Showers
600 Latffucle &8 Crew [Parly

here fis he subsifiute ifor praciicel

PHONE (510) 522-1824

1914 Stanford Street, Alameda, CA 94501
salsinflatables@sbcglobal.net ¢ www.salsinflatableservices.com

e FAX (510) 522-1064

FREE set of sheets

Contact your local Ullman loft today
for details and a FREE quote.

ULLMAN SAILS,.

Newport Beach Marina del Rey San Francisco Arizona

714.432.1860 310.645.0196  415.332.4117 602.499.3844
Long Beach Santa Barbara Ventura Santa Cruz
562.598.9441  805.965.4538 805.644.9579 831.295.8290

* Sail must be constructed using Bainbridge Nylon or Dacron.

Sheets will be for sail ordered, i.e. Jib sheets for a Jib, Spin for Spin, efc...

® * No Pump
= * No Fan
KEEL COOLER SYSTEM - NoNoise

Arguably the world's most efficient, dependable refrigeration.
The keel cooler and super efficient compressor make for
a quiet, highly efficient 12V refrigeration system.

More than 12,000 Keel Cooler systems sold in the
last 10 years. Designed for hot, tropical conditions.

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

SWEDISH MARINE

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 (510) 234-9566

(]
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FREE QUOTES

19,000 9,005
INSTOGKS

Search online - list updated daily

BACON SAILS AND MARINE SUPPLIES

116 Legion Avenue Annapolis MD 21401
(410) 263-4880

Crafted for
quality in
the USA.

150 AMP
hour
30
The only AGM L-16 s
400 AMP hour completely
manufactured in the USA AAAAN IR
IErRIT RS

T ANV E=rR TIMENORESS

o Serving all of Orange County e Fully-Stocked Warehouse for
* Free Dockside Delivery Same-Day Delivery
o Battery Service & Charging Available

o Will-Call Available

* Free Core Pickup
o Custom Battery Cables

COMPLETE LINE OF WET CELL BATTERIES AVAILABLE

distributor for
®

1725 Monrovia Ave., Unit B3
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
949-722-1027

Fax 949-722-8406

...the heart of your system®

PREMIUM AGM BATTERIES

Store Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday
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MIKE NICHOLS

LETTERS

I had a nice but cloudy sail down to Half Moon Bay, where
I spent the day and night. The next day started out light, but
then southwest winds slowed down my passage to Santa
Cruz. I tacked all day and, in the afternoon, the winds picked

T - up to 20 knots or so. I was
ot

e
R
5

1 only off Pigeon Point as
1 /#h_*“. - the sun went down, so I
4 g <. dropped the sails and lay

v %g— =+ ahull all night. It was a bit

S & too rough for me to change

R . headsails and heave to.

but lying ahull worked

‘ just fine. I was up every

- hour or so checking my

Mike hopes this was the worst weather position, and only drifted
he'll see during his cruise.

about four miles. The sea
was full of phosphorescence every time a wave broke!

At first light, I headed east to Santa Cruz. It was about a
seven-hour sail with following winds and seas. What a beauti-
ful day!

I spent a couple of days resting and visiting in Santa Cruz.
Considering the damage caused by the recent tsunami, the
harbor looked pretty good, although they were still driving new
piles and cleaning up. And the boatyard was busy inspecting
boats that had come adrift and might have suffered damage.

The Santa Cruz Harbor has a great location, with restau-
rants, coffee shops and a great beach. I wish it were a bit
closer to Steamer Lane or Pleasure Point, as getting to those
surf spots takes some time.

After waiting out small craft advisories for four days, I
headed for Monterey on June 13. The sail was great, and I
saw whales, dolphins and all kinds of birds. When sailing over
Monterey Canyon, I marveled at the fact there was 10,000 feet
of water beneath my boat's keel. And that Mt. Whitney, just
a few hundred miles away, is 14,000 feet above sea level.

I spent a couple of nice days in Monterey exploring the Old

—~  Town, as well as Cannery

\ ~ ~—~ Row and the Aquarium.

I am doing the trip in

i legs, and hope to get as

L far as Mexico. But for

me, it was time for me to

head home. So I left the

boat on a mooring ball in

Monterey Harbor, which

is close enough for drives

down to do some sailing

and upgrades/repairs. I

hope to sail from Monterey down to Morro Bay or Ventura in
October.

Thanks to all those I spoke with — including Latitude —
who encouraged me to peel myself away and go! One degree
down, more to come!

Hopefully, you'll catch Mike's next
cruise report in 'Changes'.

Mike Nichols
San Rafael

Mike — As Lao Tzu pointed out, "A journey of 1,000 miles
begins with a single step.” But perhaps even more applicable
to you, he also wrote, “When I let go of what I am, I become
what I might be.” Hmmmmmm. Something to meditate on while
lying ahull.

By the way, we put your report in Letters rather than
Changes because an old Latitude rule says a contributor has to
sail south of Point Conception or north of Drakes Bay to qualify
Jfor Changes. So we'll be looking forward to your next report.




RED IS THE
REAL PRO

The RED boats of VESSEL ASSIST are specially trained to
come to your aid 24/7 and help in every way possible when
you run into trouble on the water. We’re just a VHF radio or

phone call away to assist with a tow, soft ungrounding, a jump
start, or even when you’ve run out of fuel. At the first sign of
trouble, give VESSEL ASSIST a call...we’re standing by. Get
Unlimited Towing for just $149 a year!

VESSEL AASSIST

Towing You Can Trust XX From BoatUs.

=

*Service provided during normal boating seasons. Details and exclusions can be found online
at BoatUS.com/towing or by calling. $149 includes required $24 Membership dues.

To join, Call 800-888-4869 or BoatUS.com

Mar]_n * Surge and Wind Protected — Out of the Fog
Convention & Visitors Bureau * Convenient Location — Warm and Sunny
e i visitMarin.org * Whole Foods & Trader Joe's Nearby

 866. 925 leﬁ_ll

i

“Lowrie %cbl; &Iarbor

In central Marin, convenient to Delta & Golden Gate
Family owned & operated since 1948

. $6.50 per foot — Best Rates this side of the Bay
* 25'- 65' Berths Available

* Office Space Available

(415) 454-7595

40 Pt. San Pedro Rd., San Rafael, CA 94901
New Harbor Office Hours: M-F 9:30-4:30
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GRAND OPENING!

August 2011

Marchal Sailmakers

Specializing in Sail Repair and Service

2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda, CA 94501
Dominic Marchal ¢ (510) 387-3988

www.marchalsailmakers.com

—— NAPA VALLEY MARINA = —

SERVICE

* Engine repair — diesel and gas
* Outdrive repair
* Gel Coat Repair

* Shaft Alignment
¢ Bottom Jobs —
AUWIGRIP Paints

California’s Largest Dry Storage Facility

NAPA VALLEY*MARINA

1200 Milton Road ¢ Napa, CA 94559
(707) 252-8011 « Fax (707) 252-0851
www.napavalleymarina.com

Marina * Boatyard * Chandlery * Brokerage
Rinteriux.

yachtpaint.com

Lo )
Distributors for . A/’/ 74 ‘///*//
Boat Stands

Dealers for

YANMAR

LETTERS

fJFRENCH TRUCKERS AND BRIDGE CLEARANCES

I'm a bit behind the curve on the Petaluma Bridge height
caper, but thought I would throw my two cents in the ring.

First, Beau Vrolyk, the previous owner of our Wylie 65
Saga is correct, just send somebody up the mast to make
sure it will clear a bridge. That's what we did while working
our way up the Rio Dulce when we weren't sure about the
bridge height there. Saga's stick topped out at around 95 feet
off the water, so thank God for the electric winches to raise
somebody to the top of the mast.

By the way, we were comfortable with this technique when
it came to checking the clearance on bridges, but didn't feel
comfortable with it when we encountered high-tension power
lines — such as near Poulsbo in the Pacific Northwest. In that
case, we felt discretion was the better part of valor.

Second, as the owner of the cat going up the Petaluma River
demonstrated, just because you don't 'fit' doesn't mean you
can't go. This was demonstrated to me many years ago when
we were doing the Intracoastal Waterway on our 40-ft sloop.
We arrived at a bridge at the southern end of the delightfully
named Pongo River / Alligator Swamp Canal, to find a bigger
sloop jilling around the bridge there. We came up alongside,
and the skipper asked if we wouldn't mind doing him a favor.
His mast was a bit tall for the bridge, he explained, so he won-
dered if we would take his spinnaker halyard to our weather
rail and help pull his boat over sideways a bit. Without too
much thought I agreed.

He had calculated the angle of heel required to reduce
his mast clearance sufficiently to get under the bridge. We
cinched his halyard up tight with the boats rafted together,
being careful not to bring our masts into contact. Then we
slowly steered toward opposite sides of the channel. It is an
eerie feeling to be heeled over, rail under with no sail set! My
ever-suffering wife kept an eye on the other boat, I kept my
eyes dead ahead, and we made it under the bridge none the
worse for wear.

I'm not sure that I'd want to do that every day, but the
laws of geometry are there to be used.

It reminds me of the old French joke about two truckers
who get to an underpass and realize their truck is a few inches
too tall. After a few minutes of head scratching, one driver's
face lights up and he says, "I've got it; we'll just let some air
out of the tires until we get under." His partner gives him a
withering look and replies "You idiot, it's not down there that's
blocked, it's up there!"

Matt Stone
Napa

f{THERE'S ALWAYS THE SHOTGUN SOLUTION

When I have nothing else to worry about, I worry about
how one would take down an in-mast furling main that has
become hopelessly jammed while halfway out. Naturally, I
add to the fun of worry by imagining this calamity occurring
in the middle of The Slot with the wind blowing 30 knots.

I would love to hear the presumed wisdom about what to
do in such a situation. The simple answer, of course, would
be to not let it happen. The second simple answer is to not
have in-mast furling. But what if?

Tony Sowry
Bantham, Catalina 42
Sausalito

Tony — It wouldn't be the ultimate calamity if such a main
got jammed in The Slot because, without too much trouble,
you could get into the lee of the Sausalito headlands or Angel
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Imagine yourself in 20 acres of park-like beauty just off
the San Joaquin River — channel marker 41.

Imagine your boat at a friendly, clean and relaxing marina.

THIS IS OWL HARBOR!

Monthly Berths and Guest Slips available e Yacht Clubs always welcome

www.owlharbor.com (916) 777-6055
1550 W. Twitchell Island Road 4 Isleton, CA 95641

Doo Dah Host

Ballenger Spar Systems, Inc.

Custom Racing and Cruising Spars
Expert Design and Consultation

e Carbon and Aluminum spars

* Rod and wire rigging

e Hi-tech and conventional halyards
e Spar kits, extrusion

e Repair and modification

e Custom fabrication, waterjet and cNC

¢ Hardware, sheaves, spreaders

e Bay Area pick-up and delivery

e Discounts on halyards, standing rigging, deck
hardware, furlers, Navtec integral cylinders

e Over 35 years experience!

VERY ENGAGING. N Call about Carbon Spars.

Masts ® Booms ¢ Poles

Our new Fast Entry Cam Cleats with a hardcoat anodized finish have a
raised base and flared jaws to make it much easier to quickly engage your

line from a wider range of angles. Heavy duty stainless steel springs and
Delrin ball bearings assure reliable service over the long run. meballengerspars' com
831/763-1196

ﬁmm SCHAEFE:Si.;zZ..ggu 831/763-1198 (fax)
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KISSINGER CANVAS N

Marine Canvas & Interiors
STEVEN KISSINGER

(925) 825-6734
Covering the Entire Bay Area

¢ Biminis

* Boat Covers
e Cushions

e Sail Covers

e Headliners

* Awnings

DODGERS

Side handrails and window covers
included.

OPTIONS

Aft handrail, dodger cover,
sailing bimini.

Free Estimates and Delivery

L J

SAUSALITO

== ;ﬁrﬁ"r&c‘-‘xr&ﬁ

* Full service
engine shop

¢ We service all makes

e Dockside facilities

¢ Mobile service trucks

YANMAR Yy

marine

P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY e SAUSALITO, CA 94966
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

41503325478

www.listmarine.com
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Island until things settled down. What would be worse is if it
happened halfway between Mexico and French Polynesia —
which is exactly what Pedro Fernandez de Valle, in this month’s
Changes, reports happened to the crew of the Jeanneau 54
San Souci II. When they sent a crewmember to the top of the
mast, the brave soul was, thanks to the rolling seas amplified
by the height of the mast, "beaten lilce a piniata.”

Anyway, that's a great question to those who have in-mast
furling mains. Has your main ever gotten jammed, and was it
difficult to get unstuck without professional help?

It's expensive, of course, but there’s always the technique
used by around-the-world maxi multihull racers who, if they
were unable to reef the main because of the force of the wind,
reserved the right to shoot it to bits with a shotgun.

1SIMPLE DISTRACTIONS FOR MORE COMPLEX LIVES

Simplification is a beautiful thing. That's the hit I got on the
Estuary on Friday, June 17, and again on Saturday, June 18,
when I saw the Wanderer 'Zen Sailing' his syndicate's pretty
old Olson 30 La Gamelle. Based on the big smile on his face,
he sure looked happy messin' around sailing that boat. In
fact, it got me in the right mood to give the public free rides
on my F27 Origami during the Sailstice event at the Encinal
YC on Saturday.

As it turned out, one guy came up to Origami bummed
that all the slots for rides on my boat had been taken. He
seemed all right, so I told him if he could figure out a lift back
to Alameda that night, he could help me deliver my tri back
to Sausalito rather than just get a wimpy little 'ferry' ride on
her near the Encinal YC.

As we motored out the Estuary toward the Bay, I pointed
out the Wanderer, who was tacking up the Estuary aboard
La Gamelle. The guy, Nate Cutler, replied, "Yeah, I know him.
I recently had my Olson 30 up for sale and we talked on the
phone quite a bit. It was only because of a various set of
circumstances that I ended up selling my boat to someone
else."

So naturally I felt the two of you should meet, which ex-
plains why the Wanderer and La Gamelle were being chased
by the nitwit on the motoring F27 while you were tacking out
the Estuary.

Once Nate and I got out to The Slot, we saw 17 knots of
sustained boat speed, and were getting soaked on the ama. I
was a little worried I might be freaking him out, but I needn't
have worried. Tiller extension in hand, Nate told me that the
F27 was his dream boat, but that he'd never been on one
before. A simple afternoon sail on an older boat making a guy
happy — seems I'd seen the same thing back on the Estuary
two days in a row.

Following the Wanderer's stories about Profligate years ago
contributed to my multihull conversion, and I've vowed to get
Origami to the start of the Ha-Ha in '12. But watching the
Wanderer sail the syndicate's pretty little La Gamelle, a guy
could easily get distracted into burning some airline miles in
helping with a delivery or racing crew to/in the Caribbean.
Simple sailing for our overly complex lives. If the Wanderer is
keeping a potential crew list, perhaps he could tack on one
more name and number.

But I'm glad you found your latest boat and are restoring
her to sailing grace. It's a really good story.

Greg Carter
Origami, F27
Sausalito

Greg — We can't tell you what pleasure and contentment
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ongratulations to Buzz Blackett on his new Antrim
CCIass 40, California Condor. The newest member
of the fleet, which is already one of the most popular
ocean racing classes in Europe, was built at Berkeley

Marine Center.
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The yard that
works for you!
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www.berkeleymarine.com BRRp=TRPES—.

’best value and reli

¢ Mainsail and Jib reefing

e The only U.S. patented furling system for
Cruising Spinnakers

e Manage all your sails safely from the cockpit!

607.749.4599

www.sailcdi.com
sailcdi@verizon.net

Raym
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(-Series descreen Multifunction Displays

Coow 9~
C-Series Widescreen feature lorge, brilliont displays with
expanded networking copabilities and video integration.
They are easily expanded with SeaTalk™ digital network
sensors for rodor, fishfinder ond satellite weather.
Build o system with a single widescreen display or
create o dual display C(-Series Widescreen network. 2

= Most orders placed by 4pm ship the same day! =~ FREE

Defender-

www.defender.com 800-628-8225
The Brands You Want and Trust in Stock for Less!
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MORE SAVINGS!

Open House
Auqust 6th from 11am-3pm

We look forward to meeting you. Mingle with our
members and take a Free Sail with us.

August Membership Drive
No Initiation fee.

50% off Challenge-in/Check-out Course.
One-day only discounts on many of our courses.

For information on August 2011 ASA sailing classes
and our unlimited-sailing membership, visit

www. TradewindsSailing.com.

We will have representatives onsite from West Marine, Pas-
sage Yachts, Farallone Yachts, Cruising Yachts and BofA to
answer all of your sailing questions.

Gradewinds Oailing Ochool and Club

More Experience. More Time on the Water. More Fun.
2580 Spinnaker Way, Richmond, CA 94804, (510) 232-7999

THIS YACHT MAINTAINED
BY:

Stem Tdl Stern

FOR ALL CONCERNS, PLEASE CALL:

(510) 681-3831

Captain John* saw to my 48’ Californian as if it was his own.
He knows all the right people. He took my boat to the yard
for a bottom coat and managed that project just like he
manages engine maintenance, diving and deck cleaning at the
dock. | call him for everything.

Frank Gallovich

*Captain John Curry is owner of Stem to Stern, a premier leader in boating
services with trained instructors, licensed captains and insured service providers.

Our vendors provide services from general maintenance to major repairs
s0 you can spend more time enjoying your boat.

Check out our website for a list of all our services at
www.StemtoSternSF.com
Or call (510) 681-3831

We Take the Work Out of Owning a Boat

LETTERS

little La Gamelle has brought us in such a short amount of time,
thanlks to her reintroducing us to the very essence of sailing.
She’s far from being in perfect condition, but so are we, which
means it's been a perfect match.

While we're still in the communing-with-La Gamelle-one-on-
one stage, it's funny how, if you really enjoy an activity, you
get almost as much enjoyment by sharing it with others after a
while. That being the case, when we get to Bahia Santa Maria

COURTESY LA GAMELLE

Simplicity has its benefits.

during the Ha-Ha each year; or over to Punta Mita, we actually
have a better time teaching people how to surf than surfing
ourselves. And how, when we get the chance, it's so much fun
to take new people sailing on Profligate. Indeed, we hope to
get a lot more people out on the big cat in Southern California
this summer and in Mexico this winter.

As you might imagine, the other members of the La Gamelle
Syndicate are asking how and when the Olson 30 is going
to get to the Eastern Caribbean. The answer is that we don't
kknow, but we suppose the first step would be to find a truck
and trailer to drive her to the East Coast late in the fall or early
in the winter. Anybody have any ideas? As for future crew/
delivery opportunities on her in the Caribbean, we'll keep ev-
eryone posted.

11$27.50 IN CASH OR A $50 CAR RIDE

After four years in Mexico, we brought Psyche back to the
United States. Though it's a little late in the season to pass on
the news to others doing the Baja Bash, I learned something
about U.S. Customs in San Diego that might be helpful to
others.

It's true that you can tie up to the Police Dock in San Diego
24/7 to clear Customs — although you may have to wait an
hour or more for them to come from the airport. However,
you will need exactly $27.50 in cash or to be able to write a
check for that amount.

If you arrive late — we arrived at midnight — and don't
have correct change or carry checks, they will pull your
ship's papers and make you travel to their downtown office
the next day to pay. As anyone who has been there knows,
the Police Dock is a pretty quiet place late at night, so there
was no place for us to get exact change. Since the Customs
folks would accept nothing else, we were forced to delay our
departure — we wanted to leave immediately as the weather
was as good as we'd seen — spend the night, and pay $50 for
a round-trip taxi ride to their office downtown.

Granted, it takes a specific set of circumstances to get
hung up like we did. And even the police officer in charge
of the dock the next morning said he couldn't understand
why Customs does it that way, as many arriving mariners
are caught unaware. So make sure you have the cash or a
check — or arrive during the day when you can get change.

Steve Truax
Psyche, Taswell 43
Lotus
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Steve — Thanks for the heads up. True, the information
may be too late for most of this year's Bashers — but not all.
We got your email on July 13, and we and Profligate were still
in La Cruz with our Bash ahead of us. Here's hoping we have
correct change in U.S. currency.

By the way, we wondered if you were joking about there
being a place called Lotus in California. We Googled it and
found out you weren't pulling our leg, because it’s right there
near Placerville.

f{THERE'S NO SUCH BEAST . .. YET
My husband and I are trying to get our ducks in a row so
we can join this year's Baja Ha-Ha. Do you have any info on
having a boat trucked back from Cabo to Ensenada or the
United States? And what would be the cost and recommended

companies?

Terry Albrecht
Planet Earth

Terry — To our knowledge, it's never been done from Cabo or
La Paz, although we're not quite sure why. Marina Seca, near
San Carlos on the mainland, did it for many years. They would
lift out the boat, put it on their truck, and drive it to Tucson,
where it would be unloaded and put onto a U.S. carrier. If we
remember correctly, it cost about $5,000 to ship a 40-ft boat
back to Southern California, but apparently it just wasn't worth
the effort, as they stopped the operation a few years ago.

Howeuver; in early July, after 15 years of battling over the
details of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
the U.S. and Mexico recently signed an agreement that would
finally allow Mexican trucks to deliver goods into the United
States and U.S. trucks to deliver goods into Mexico. Perhaps
this will encourage somebody to jump into the over-land boat
delivery business. Of course, the agreement also has to be
passed by the U.S. Congress, so don't hold your breath.

Other options are having Dockwise bring the boat from La
Paz or Lazaro Cardenas to Ensenada in the spring, or having
someone like the author of the following letter deliver the boat
back. By the way, if you just want to do the Ha-Ha and get
your boat right back, November and December are considered
generally good months to Bash.

f"IT'S ONLY A BASH IF YOU MAKE IT ONE"

As I write this, I'm in Turtle Bay in the middle of my eighth
trip back to San Diego from the Mexican mainland. For me, this
year has been a little up and down relative to the weather, but
watching the news,
it seems the weather
has been a bit weird
~ all over. We've been
bucking marginally
high winds, and
have had seas rang-
ing from flat calm
“ to 8- to 12-footers
" with 8- to 10-second
intervals.

In the past, I
always contended
that traveling north
was only a Bash if you made it one. I know there have been
books written about it, and different theories thrown from here
to there. But just going out there and getting yourself beat
up so you'll have something to write or complain about is not
quite my cup of tea. I believe that picking weather windows
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Harry Hazzard has plenty of experience 'bash-
ing' up the coast on 'Distant Drum'.
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and having places to pull into is a bit smarter.

After stopping in Cabo for fuel and/or provisions, past trips
have taken as long as 15 days — although some have been
as short as five days. I find it interesting that this year, of the
12 boats in Turtle Bay with us, half are world-class cruisers,
some of whom are completing their third circumnavigation.
Another who is a frequent flyer in the singlehanded events
between California and Hawaii. None of these folks are com-
plaining.

In fact, it was interesting to listen in on a radio conversation
between two of the more seasoned cruisers. What I heard was,
“We don’t mind the wind, 20 to 30 knots is nothing. However,
at our age and the time spent out here, we like a little more
comfort." It seems they have learned something in their travels.

For those folks who are thinking about using Dockwise to
ship their boats home, I will gladly deliver your boats north
at half the price. I love to sail. We spend about half our time
sailing when going north. It may take us a couple of days
longer, but we have a good time.

See you this fall!

Harry Hazzard

Vet of five Ha-Ha's

Distant Drum, Beneteau Idylle 51
San Diego

Harry — We bumped into Dan Orlando, captain of the big
motorsailer Firefox, which he delivers north _from Puerto Vallarta
to California each spring. We told him that we heard it had taken
him 23 days to do the Bash, so it must have been nasty. "Oh,
not at all,” he replied. "The boss said there was no rush to get
the boat back, so we spent a lot of time waiting out bad weather
in good anchorages lilke Turtle Bay. We had a great time."”

1 THE BASH WAS A BATTLE
Latitude readers might be interested to know how our fam-
ily, having just completed a circumnavigation, dealt with the
Baja Bash. The fact that we started on May 19 from San Jose
del Cabo and didn't arrive in our homeport of Redondo Beach
until June 13 will give you an idea of what kind of battle it was.
We had mostly uneventful passages between anchorages,
with the exception of Turtle Bay to Bahia San Carlos. The
wind, current, swell and wind chop were the most challenging
during this passage.
Following non-tra-
ditional advice, we
chose the outside
 passage from Tur-
tle Bay around Isla
Cedros. The obvi-
ous 'out’' would have
been the San Benito
Islands or the north-
ern anchorage at Isla

- Cedros, but we were
The Mather family — Drake, Emma, Jim & well north of both of

Phoebe — had a brutal Bash.

COURTESY BLUE SKY

those two options
when it got rough, so we gutted it out and arrived at the Bahia
San Carlos anchorage early in the morning.

We made stops to wait for more favorable conditions in
the following anchorages: the Puertos Los Cabo Marina in
San Jose del Cabo, Bahia Santa Maria, Bahia San Juanico
(Scorpion Bay).Turtle Bay, Bahia San Carlos, and Ensenada's
Coral Marina.

Patience was the name of the game. But we admit to be-
ing frustrated by hearing of fellow cruisers making the entire
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LETTERS

2,800-mile passage from Cabo to the Marquesas before we
were able to make it halfway up the 750-mile Baja coast! Seri-
ously, a good sense of humor was needed, and we spent the
time in anchorages well by exploring, visiting fellow Bashers
and meeting local business people
We utilized the SSB twice a day, listening to the Amigo
Net in the morning and the Southbound Net in the evening
to get the latest weather. Don of Summer Passage provided
additional weather insight, and we utilized every electronic
weather prediction website we could access.
Jim, Emma, Phoebe & Drake Mather
Blue Sky, DownEast 45
Redondo Beach

1VLATITUDE'S ONLINE CREW LIST SUCCESS STORY
Two of my three crew for the my Baja Bash were from

s — .»A‘-""F*."f f", the Latitude 38 Crew List.

1‘] And I used 10 crew from the
| = i i i
[#l‘ = "} " Latitude Crew List during

: my eight months in Mexico.

? The outstanding crew in the

photo were recruited from the

your Crew List after countless
AL | e

/. hours of emailing and screen-

- P | ing for excellence. I recruited

e - HE ﬁi—l
seven additional crew from the
Brad found excellent crew on ouron- gt during my eight months in
Ine Crew List. L to r, Eric Orill, Brad,

ico — ! They ar:
Will Prescott, and Paul Zasada. Mexico —all sup(.erb. ey are
what made our journey safe

and enjoyable. You can take that to the bank!

i

Brad Brown
Easily Influenced, Hunter 42
San Diego

1{MAKE IT SPF 3000 FOR CRISSY
Latitude should be ashamed of itself! I'm sure that your
model Crissy Fields is a nice girl who probably looks after
your every need. But to have her model the Latitude T-shirts
and not even show her face leads me to surmise that she's
the victim of abuse. Surely you should have her face on the
"Lectronic site. Perhaps you should let her get a tan, too. And
why is it nobody has ever seen her on Profligate? Are you guys
too cheap to fork out the air fare? Just remember, we girls are
great crewmembers, and we just want fair and equal rights.
Enraged Eva
South Bay

Eva — As a highly paid fashion model, Ms. Fields is pro-
hibited from showing her face in ads for Latitude shirts due
to contractual obligations. Ms. Fields is happy to model for us
as long as we keep her face out of the photos. Because of her
sensitive alabaster skin, she prefers to sail the cloud-covered
waters of the Pacific Northwest rather than aboard Profligate
in the tropics. Gal sailors? We love them! We always have as
many aboard Profligate as we can get.

In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope.

We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if
possible, a way to contact you for clarifications.

By far the best way to send letters is to email them to
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust,
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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LOOSE LIPS

Eight bells.

On June 5, well-known Richmond YC racer Joe Guthrie
passed away after having been confined to a wheelchair since
'07 as a result of two severe strokes. He was 75.

Guthrie grew up sailing in Southern California, but a trip to
Panama aboard a schooner convinced the 18-year-old that his
path lay on the water, not at school. Guthrie made his living by
working on boats, and was a world-class sailor — he had nine
TransPacs under his belt, including winning the Barn Door
trophy in '63 aboard Ticonderoga, first overall in '83 aboard
Montgomery Street, and again in '91 aboard Waverunner.

In '79, Guthrie crewed aboard Aleta in the Big Boat Series and
made an instant connection with another crewmember — Joc-
elyn Nash. Guthrie wasted no time in moving from his Southern
California homebase, and the pair remained together since then.
Guthrie was an established and well-liked member of the San
Francisco Bay sailing community, and he'll be sorely missed.

A memorial will be held at Richmond YC on October 15.

What's on your bottom?

Researchers at the Smithsonian Environmental Research
Center and Portland State University are trying to determine
how often recreational boats in California move, where they go,
and how often they clean their bottoms. They're hoping their
research will lead to better understanding of how and why boat
bottoms get fouled. "Fouling species are a nuisance to boat
owners, harbors and the environment," noted a press release
announcing the study. "The information gathered may help to
better understand how to deal with this problem."

To reach as many boaters as possible, they've created a short
online survey to gather the required info. We took the survey in
less than six minutes, and the most vexing part of it was trying
to remember all the places we've anchored this year. If you keep
a log of your boating adventures, you might want to grab it before
you start. As an incentive, anyone who enters their contact info,
which is not required to take the survey, will be entered in a
drawing for a $200 West Marine gift certificate. Take the survey
at tinyurl.com/SERCsurvey.

The Anti-Pirate Potato Cannon.

Summer can be a tricky time if you have kids. All too often,
they’re excited to be out of school but then you find them spend-
ing all their time gaming or Facebooking. Instead of simply

s shrugging your shoulders,
detach Junior from his Wii
and work together to create
an underwater viewer from
a two-liter soda bottle, or
signal shore with a CD, or
ward off scurvy dogs with an
anti-pirate potato cannon, or
even build a boat.

All of these projects, along
with 96 others, can be found
The Latitude crew couldn't get enough in David Seidman and Jeff
of all the fun ideas in the book. Hemmel's book The Anti-
Pirate Potato Cannon & 101 Other Things for Young Mariners to
Build, Try & Do on the Water. We don't review very many books,
but this is a great resource for seafarers — and wannabe seafar-
ers — of all ages. You can learn to navigate like ancient mariners,
how to tie a monkey's fist and heaving line, the best way to ride
out a hurricane, and how to read clouds. You can find the book
at online retailers as well as many brick-and-mortar stores, if
you just can’t wait to have a little seafaring family fun.

— ladonna
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polynesian vakas carry a message

On any given day, a wide variety of vessels enter San Francisco
Bay — freighters, tankers, barges, cruise ships, private yachts — but
none are quite like the six double-hulled Polynesian sailing canoes
that will make their debut here on or before August 6.

Called vakas, each of these sister-
ships was handcrafted in a different
Polynesian country in an effort to honor
the voyages of discovery made by their
builders’ ancestors thousands of years
ago. The ancient navigators relied on the
sun, stars and sealife to find their way to
new lands, and later, to navigate between
established communities.

As the vakas make their way across
the Pacific from Kauai, Hawaii, to the
West Coast, the sailors aboard them will
employ these time-honored techniques
to celebrate the skills of their forefathers.
-+ But their voyage’s most important goal is
to draw attention to the dire state of our
oceans — particularly the Pacific — due
to pollution, acidification and warming,.

The Samoan vaka ‘Gaualofa’willbeone  The organizers write: “An intrinsic
of six such craft to grace the Bay.

relationship with the Pacific Ocean ex-

ists for all inhabitants of this blue sphere (regardless of geographical
distance from the nearest coast). Each and every one is connected to
the ocean and its life-sustaining abilities.”

The voyage is the brainchild of filmmaker Dieter Paulman, whose team
is making a documentary while en route. He writes, “By showing life
aboard a vaka as a metaphor for sustainable living, we want to portray
that there is hope if we change our behavior; by showing the beauty of
the sea, the whales, and other marine life, we want to emphasize that
we have to act now to safeguard this beauty for our children.”

According the blog postings at www.pacificvoyagers.org, the crews
have witnessed the beauty of the Pacific’s ecosystem, such as breach-
ing whales and playful dolphins, as well as indicators of its threat-
ened state in the form of garbage floating hundreds of miles offshore.

We encourage you to have a look at these remarkable vessels and
learn more about their mission during their one-week stay at Treasure
Island. Their first public activity will be a chance to meet and greet
the crews August 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Treasure Island
Building, 180 Lot, at California and Avenue C. On Sunday, August
7, the plan is to sail the vakas out the Gate and re-enter en masse,
followed by a 1 p.m. traditional welcoming ceremony at T.I.

— andy

bamboo to the rescue

When the Bay Area's Gino Valente bought his Tayana 37 PH Amore
Kai 25 years ago, he says he had no intention of cruising her. Married
to a woman fearful of sailing on his Venture 25, Gino thought she
would be more comfortable on the Tayana. Since the marriage ended
about a year later, we can only guess that she really hated the boat.

A longtime Latitude reader, Gino says he "became more interested
in cruising, especially during the winter months when I read about
people enjoying warmer climates while I was cold." He took a few
crew positions on boats going to Hawaii and Mexico, then had the
opportunity to spend the winter south of the border. "That's when I
decided that this was how I wanted to live," he recalls.

schooners prepare

Although most old salts would agree
that schooner rigs are the prettiest type
of rig ever conceived, here in the Bay Area
they have few opportunities to strut their
stuff as a group.

We want to remind you, however, that
an event designed specifically to show-
case their intrinsic beauty will take place
on August 27: The Great San Francisco
Schooner Race, hosted by Belvedere’s San
Francisco YC.

Both Marconi- and gaff-rigged schoo-
ners will compete, so if you can’t catch a

One of the more memorable ways to watch the
race is to catch a ride aboard one of the fleet.
Time to call in some favors!

Don’t miss this year’s gaggle of lovely old i
gals on August 27 — and make sure your [ -
camera has fresh batteries.

When he returned to the Bay, Gino moved aboard Amore Kai and
started the long process of prepping her — and himself — for cruis-
ing. In January '03, Amore Kai was loaded onto a truck bound for

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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to do battle

ride aboard one of these lovely ladies, we
suggest you grab your camera and get out
on the Bay however you can to record the
spectacle, or drop by the club post-race
and have a look at this lovingly cared-for
fleet.

It takes a lot of wind to get a heavily
built schooner moving at her full poten-
tial, and San Francisco Bay is the perfect
venue to find such conditions — as proven
last year, when it blew 40 knots on race
day! For further info, see wwuw.sfyc.org.

— andy

SIGHTINGS

bamboo — cont’d

Jacksonville, Florida. "My plan was to sail the Caribbean for two years
before heading to the Med," he says. "I knew if I sailed to Mexico, I'd
get stuck there longer than I wanted!"

But, as so often happens, plans changed. Gino cruised the Carib-
bean for more than four years, then transited the Panama Canal and
stopped in Ecuador to get ready for his Puddle Jump. Again, plans
changed. Gino's son's graduation was blamed for his first year in
Ecuador. The second year was spent in the U.S. tending to a dying
friend. The third year was the year Gino fell in love with a local woman
and decided to 'settle down'. It was also the year he left Ecuador with
a lovely French woman, bound for the Galapagos, only to turn around
a day out from their starting point and deposit her ashore.

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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The 70-ft Marconi schooner ‘Al-
debaran’ creams along during
last year’s Great San Francisco
Schooner Race.
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bamboo — cont’d time to spotcheck
Finally, 2011 was the year Gino would be an official member of Later in this issue you'll find a letter
the Pacific Puddle Jump. In preparation for his anticipated March from Mike and Holly Sanderson wonder-
departure date, he decided Amore Kai needed a bottom job. "There ing if they should cruise their Catalina 34
were no nearby boatyards, so I careened the boat on a seawall that Southern Cross in the Sea of Cortez or the
others had used for that purpose in the past,” Gino recalls. "We went Caribbean (page 106). The sidebar in the
through four low tides and Amore Kai sat on her keel just fine, sup- article notes that Catalina Yachts Chief
ported by five 1' x 1' x 5' beams. On January 20, just as we were Engineer Gerry Douglas recommends that
starting to paint, she fell over and broke her mast." owners of older boats, not just Catalinas,
Thankfully, Amore Kai was well-insured, and the insurance com- perform dye penetration tests on critical
pany decided that importing a replacement mast and associated rig- metal fittings before heading offshore,
ging into Ecuador would be more difficult — and expensive — than such as chainplates, to check for crevice
simply shipping the boat back to the Bay for repairs. The plan was corrosion. It's not a difficult task, but first
to motor Amore Kai 650 miles to Golfito, Costa Rica — the nearest it's important to understand how crevice
place for ship transport — where she would then be loaded onto a corrosion works so you can identify sus-
ship and taken to Ensenada. There she'd hop a ride on a truck and ceptible areas.
continued on outside column of next sightings page
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“

Above, ‘Amore Kai’ in happier days. Below, but she sure
did turn heads with her new bamboo rig.

The new ‘mast’ didn’t provide
much stability but it made a
good antenna mount.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY AMORE KAI
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your rigging

Stainless steel, the primary metal
used in marine parts, is highly resistant
to corrosion thanks to a surface layer of
chromium oxide. This protective layer
prevents surface corrosion under normal
conditions, but it can break down, espe-
cially in spots where the part doesn't get
a sufficient air supply — the point where
a chainplate passes through the deck, for
example. Once the oxide layer has broken
down, even a little, corrosion can begin . . .
then spread. As Latitude’s publisher found
out when the bolt holding the rudder to his
30-year-old Olson 30 La Gamelle broke,

continued in middle column of next sightings page

be your only option in many foreign ports, it does have

its risks. Below, ‘Amore Kai’ on her way home.

SIGHTINGS

bamboo — cont’d

be let off at KKMI Richmond.

But 650 miles in the open ocean with no mast made Gino uncom-
fortable — not only would he have very compromised stability, but
where would he mount his radio and AIS antennas? So he did what

any experienced seaman would do: he improvised. "We -
went off into the forest and cut down a 50-ft stalk of
bamboo," he says. Using the lower 35 feet, which had =
a maximum diameter of four inches, Gino rigged up [
his temporary mast/antenna holder and set off.
"Although it helped some, it was still a very rolly
six days to Panama," he remembers. "It was difficult to
sleep or cook. It was as bad as my trip from the Florida
Keys to Cuba, when winds were about 30 knots and
seas nine feet. With winds in the mid-teens and only
4-ft seas, it could have been a nice sail if I'd had my rig." &

The trip may have been uncomfortable, but it was

successful. Amore Kaiwas loaded onto a ship at Golfito, Gino Valente.

and is now getting some much-needed attention at KKMI as Gino plans

his next adventure. "My plan is to head south to Mexico later this year,"

he says. "I sure don't want to be here for the cold winter months — the

last eight winters in tropical climates have ruined this raised-on-the-Bay

guy. Hey, maybe I'll even do the Baja Ha-Ha, so tell me how to sign up!"
Read on, Gino . . .

— ladonna

baja ha-ha deadline is looming

Gino’s note above reminded us that there are fewer than six weeks
left to sign up for Baja Ha-Ha XVIII, our annual San Diego-to-Cabo San
Lucas cruisers’ rally. This year, the ‘Barely Legal fleet will sail out of
San Diego Harbor on October 23 and arrive in sunny Cabo San Lucas
by November 5 for an epic party at the Cabo San Lucas Marina.

If you, like Gino, are planning to do the 750-mile rally but haven’t
signed up yet, time’s a-wasting: the entry deadline is September 10.
Signing up is easy — just go to www.bagja-haha.com and click the
‘Sign Me Up’ button. The entry fee is just $375 ($325 if your age or
your boat length is less than 35) and it entitles you to all sorts of
fantastic discounts, including discounted marina fees all the way
down the coast. While you're there, be sure to check out the freshly
updated First Timer’s Guide to Mexico — which can be read online or
downloaded for future reference — as well as the info on our Mexico-
Only Crew List Party at Encinal YC on September 8.

See you in San Diego!

— ladonna
Additional entries as of July 24:
92) About Time Il, Hunter 410, DeWayne Enyeart, Friday Harbor, WA
93) Alegria, Caliber 40, Brian Black, Alameda
4) Gatecrasher, Tayana 48DS, Roger Shortz, San Diego
NautiMoments, Hunter 41DS, Ken & Carole Downes, Vancouver, BC
Heart 2 Heart, Irwin 41, Jeff Overley, San Pedro
7) Destiny, Catalina 42, John & Gilly Foy, Alameda
98) Kat Den Rie, Catalina 42, Jay Watt, Alameda
99) Cat 2 Fold, Custom 42, Brian Charette, Jackson Hole, WY
100) Diamond Girl, Beneteau 393, Larry & Nelda Read, Bellingham, WA
101) WYSPA, Baltic 55 DP, Roger Waterman, Del Mar
102) Double Diamond, Lagoon 440, Jeff & Melody Christensen, Anacortes, WA
103) Borboleta, Beneteau 405, Glen Priestley & Ken Garfinkel, Vancouver, BC
104) Cool Breez’n, Pacific Seacraft 37, C Lukin & C Gholson, Woodinville, WA
105) Dolfino, Catalina 42, Rick Lino, Marina del Rey
106) Que Sera Sera, Kettenburg 32, Richard Hodge, Forest Grove, OR
107) I Yam What I Yam, Hans Christian 48T, Sandi Fratino, Vancouver, BC
108) Chalet Mer, Irwin 46, Geno Gehlbach, San Francisco
109) Epiphany, Columbia 28, Michael Bell, Brisbane

©

© © ©
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fast track to paradise

Most would-be adventurers who dream of crossing oceans under
sail spend years honing their seamanship skills and outfitting their
boat with everything they might possibly need — and even then they
find reasons to procrastinate about untying their docklines. Others,
like Krister and Amanda Bowman take the fast track.

As Amanda explains, when they set off for French Polynesia on
April 9 aboard their San Francisco-based CS 36 Britannia, “it had
only been two years since we first stepped aboard a sailboat.” Before
that they’d been “in limbo,” “yearning for adventure,” and “itching to
move on to the next thing,” when they somehow decided that explor-
ing the world under sail was the answer.

They took a battery of ASA sailing courses at Tradewinds Sailing
School, and after a lot of boat hunting on Craigslist and Yachtworld,
they found Britannia, a 1984 bluewater-ready cruiser, through John
Kouny at Cruising Yachts. After months of refurbishing and upgrading
her, they pared down their worldly possessions, and moved aboard
last October, all the while going out sailing as often as they could.
They’re both in their early 30s, and it’s indicative of their youth and
lust for adventure that they once went daysailing when winds inside
the Bay were clocked at 52 knots!

In January, they sailed south to Mexico. In Puerto Vallarta they
met a passel of other Polynesia-bound cruisers, many of whom set
sail on the 3,000-mile crossing at about the same time.

As you’ll read in our Pacific Puddle Jump Recap next month, most
boats saw exceptionally good conditions during this year’s crossing.
Britannia made 175 miles on her best day and never saw sustained
winds above 25 knots. Other than the lumpy seas during the early
days, they had few complaints. “Apparently, the ITCZ moved north
as we moved south, and we basically missed it,” wrote Krister in his
blog (sailingbritannia.blogspot.com). Their original plan was to spend
cyclone season in New Zealand, then start heading home in April.
But what cruiser ever sticks to his game plan?

— andy

ka-em-te lost, crew rescued

After three years of cruising the Sea of Cortez out of San Carlos,
Oregonians Doug Merrell, 52, and Trisha Kelsoe, 53, were sailing home

from Cabo San Lucas via the clipper route when they lost steering and

’ had to be rescued from their Bayliner Buccaneer
30 Ka-Em-Te. On June 27, the couple, along with
Doug's sons Donald, 22, and Jonathon, 31, felt
and heard the boat come into heavy contact with
a submerged object. They checked for damage and
leaks but everything seemed fine.

Over the next few days, they began having trou-
ble with their steering. At first they believed their
autopilot was malfunctioning, so they replaced it
with a spare, but then that one also had trouble
steering the boat. After discovering that three

Trisha, Doug, and Dinky Dink high-pressure systems had cut them off from their
are staying with family.

planned northwesterly course, the crew turned Ka-
Em-Te, now becalmed, north and cranked on the iron genny. A 20-knot
easterly piped up, but the little boat had trouble maintaining course.

"When the wind came up we noticed the steering problems were
worse," noted Trisha. "Hand steering the boat and holding a steady
course was very difficult. As we put up sail, we were shocked to find the
only way we could somewhat balance the helm was to run a 130 jib and
a double reef in the mainsail. Steering became progressively worse."

Around 3 a.m. on June 30, Ka-Em-Te's steering failed altogether.
While setting up the emergency tiller, the crew found the rudder shaft
tube was cracked and leaking. "Upon inspection of the quadrant, we

continued on outside column of next sightings page

spotcheck

crevice corrosion often occurs in the dark
and invisible spaces on a boat.

“I spoke with naval architect and sur-
veyor Jack Horner (a fellow ABYC Board
member), who routinely performs dye
penetrant tests on stainless steel fittings
and standing rigging” Douglas said. “His
advice was to remove any parts to be
tested from the boat because misplaced
dye is impossible to remove from fiber-
glass. He also concurred with my recom-
mendation to test or replace any rigging

Spread: While local drummers hail her arrival,
the San Francisco-based CS 36 ‘Britannia’
B enters Moorea’s Opunohu Bay during last
month’s Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendezvous
(See page 110). Inset: You might say owners ®
Krister and Amanda Bowman are neophytes i
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— cont’d ka-em-te — cont’d
over seven years old, especially before noticed a 1/2-inch play in the 12 inches of exposed rudder shatft,"
extended ocean passages.” recalls Trisha. "Steering got progressively worse and each time we
If the rigging on your boat is older checked the rudder shaft, it was getting worse in play and cracking
than seven years, check out Magnaflux's around the area. Play in the rudder shaft was now one inch and water
SpotCheck dye penetrant kit (#SK-416; was leaking a bit faster — still slow but faster.”
see www.magnaflux.com for details) for An hour later, the crew, realizing they would not be able to effect
about $90. The kit includes everything a repairs mid-ocean — they were about 650 miles southwest of Pt.
boatowner needs to check his own fittings Conception — made the decision to call a pan-pan over their HF and
— cleaner, penetrant, developer and clear VHF radios. Their VHF call was answered almost immediately by the
instructions — and could save you the Chinese freighter OOCL Guangzhou, which was a mere 20 miles away.
cost of a crumpled mast . . . or worse. A short time later, Guangzhou's captain had maneuvered his ship to
— ladonna continued on outside column of next sightings page
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ka-em-te — cont’d

windward of Ka-Em-Te in relatively calm conditions and lowered two
engineers who confirmed the damage could not be repaired while the
boat was in the water.

It didn't take long for Doug and Trisha to realize they'd have to
abandon their home of 11 years, so they grabbed what they could
— including boat cat Dinky Dink — and climbed the rope ladder to
safety. Three days later, they were deposited in Hawaii and flew back

continued on outside column of next sightings page

short

SOUTH BAY — It would be easy to
assume the worst if you'd heard that a
62-year-old windsurfer had been missing
on the Bay for more than 13 hours, but
Cathy Caton’s rescue on the morning of
July 19 after spending a very long night
getting sucked into and out of South San
Francisco Bay was a surprisingly happy

-
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ending to a potentially deadly story. Caton to Portland, where they're staying with family. Trisha says that though

and her husband, Steve Hgmman, (.33’ Ka-Em-Te was severely damaged during her short time rafted to a

took off from the Foster City shoreline 853-ft container ship and she surely sank, their one regret is that

the previous aftern'oon around 5 p.m. for during the excitement, they forgot to cut a water line so she'd sink

a quick half-hour ride. A broken mast left quickly. "I hate to think she may have been a hazard to navigation,

Caton disabled and adrift. It must have even for a short time," she said.

been terribly frustrating — and probably Sadly, Ka-Em-Te was not insured. During their stay in the Sea,
continued in middle column of next sightings page doctors discovered that Doug had an 8-1b tumor so all their savings

went to his cancer treatment. In fact, the couple were on their way
back home to earn money for more treatment. Trisha says the cruis-
ing community in the Sea was very supportive, as are their friends
and family back home, and she and Doug are forever grateful.

The couple are now hoping to find a good deal on a boat or houseboat
on the Columbia River. “My cruising days may be over,” Doug told us,
“but I don’t want my life on the water to end.” If you have any leads
for Doug and Trisha, please email them at trish196@netzero.com.

— ladonna

‘Esmerelda’ earned bonus points
for flying all 21 of her sails when she
glided into the Bay last month.

real sailors arrive under sail

Pick up any coffee table photo book on international tall ships
and you may notice a peculiar irony. Although these majestic sail-
training vessels are built to cross oceans in all weathers during their
globe-trotting goodwill missions, you rarely see a photo of one heeled
over with all her sails pulling hard against a stiff
breeze. That’s because most tall ship gatherings
take place in big cities not known for steady
wind — endless photos of lovely ships motoring
up the Hudson River with their sails backed come
to mind.

A further irony is that few of these spectacular
foreign-flag vessels ever make port calls at San
Francisco, which is, of course, world-renowned for
its reliably strong winds. We're simply not located
on the routes that such vessels typically travel.

That’s why we get all revved up when one of
these elegant ladies does pay us a visit, such
as the 370-ft Chilean sail-training brigantine
Esmeralda, which called here last month. With
her four masts and unusual schooner-like rig,
we think she’s one of the most breathtakingly
beautiful sailing ships ever built.

Unfortunately, she sailed into the Bay a day Wouldn’t want to be up here
after her previously announced arrival date, so during heavy weather!
few local boats were on hand to greet her. But being longtime tall ship
aficionados, we give her bonus points anyway because — regardless of
the thick fog — she sailed beneath the Golden Gate Bridge with all of
her 21 sails neatly trimmed for the 15-knot breeze — 30,892 square
feet of sailcloth.

Built in Spain, Esmeralda was launched in 1953 and has been
touring the world with naval cadets on board ever since. She is one
of the longest and tallest of all such sail-training vessels, and carries
a complement of 300 cadets in addition to her 90 permanent crew. If
you've ever had to go aloft while your boat was underway, you’'ll have
some appreciation of what it would be like to balance yourself against
one of Esmeralda’s yardarms — the highest of which is nearly 150
feet off the water — while using both hands to furl a sail. In fact, just
watching the young trainees scramble up the ratlines to secure the so-
called White Lady’s sails was enough to give us a touch of vertigo!

For info on many non-governmental sail-training opportunities for
trainees of all ages, check out the Tall Ships America website: www.
sailtraining.org.

— andy
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getting his sea legs

When John Silverwood’s left leg was severed on June 25, 2005, he
wasn’t sure he was going to live, much less ever sail again. Silverwood
and his family — wife Jean, and kids Ben, Amelia, Jack and Camille
— had been sailing in the South Pacific aboard their Lagoon 55 cata-
maran Emerald Jane when they ran up on Manuae Atoll, about 190
miles west of Raiatea. John lost his leg, and nearly his life, when the
boat’s 79-ft mast fell on him. The family’s story captured the world’s
attention, and two movies, along with John and Jean’s book Black
Wave, came out of the near-tragedy.

Now five years later, John is ready to set sail again. Having adapted
well to his ‘bionic’ prosthetic leg, and having done some sailing on
other people’s boats, John says he finally “got permission from Jean
to buy another boat.” In less than two months, John found the Ohl-
son 38 Espiritu Santo in Galveston, Texas, had her trucked to San
Diego and got her ready for a doublehanded trip to Hawaii with his
youngest son Jack, 15. They were scheduled to leave on July 27, the
day after this issue went to press.

Instead of looking for the limelight for himself, John is hoping his
trip will bring awareness — and much-needed contributions — to the
Challenged Athletes Foundation, a group that helps people with physi-
cal disabilities live active lifestyles and become competitive athletes.
John will be posting an occasional video blog from his trip — view
them at wwuw.challengedathletes.org — and promises to deliver a full
report on the journey for Latitude readers.

— ladonna

crony capitalism could degrade gps

U.S. taxpayers, via the Department of Defense, paid for the develop-
ment, installation and maintenance of our GPS system. Now it’s in dan-
ger of degradation anywhere within the range of cell phone towers —
thanks to what would appear to be crony capitalism of the worst sort at
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the White House.

The deal is that hedge fund manager Phil Falcone and his Har-
binger Partners have had a rough time of it lately. The value of their
fund plunged from about $26 billion to just $9 billion, and the likes
of Goldman Sachs have been pulling money out. Furthermore, the
District Attorney’s Office in Manhattan is going after Falcone with
civil and criminal charges for failing to disclose that he accepted $113
million in personal loans from the hedge fund to pay his personal
taxes — giving you an idea of how much money he was making. In
addition, there are allegations that when things got bad, Falcone
allowed some investors to pull their money out while others weren’t
allowed to. Some people being treated better than others seems to be
a cloud that follows Falcone around.

According to a February letter by the National Legal and Policy
Center, Falcone identified a potential loophole in FCC regulations that
would allow him to create a wireless communication service at a tiny
fraction — $6 billion versus $40 billion — of the investment required
by all other competitors. That’s because he wouldn’t have to establish
a satellite system, like everyone else, to go with the land system. It’s
also a wireless communications network that GPS experts such as
Charlie Trimble and Stan Honey say would degrade GPS accuracy
when within range of cell phone towers because the frequencies of
the two services are so close.

According to the letter, there have been a series of odd procedural
decisions at an independent regulatory agency — the Federal Commu-
nications Commission — that appear to have been undertaken solely
for the financial benefit of one individual. These process decisions,
series of contacts, apparent appearances of impropriety, and potential
conflicts of interest seem to reveal improper influence peddling before
the Executive Branch, Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP),

continued on outside column of next sightings page

shorts

quite frightening — when her handheld
VHF’s batteries died shortly thereafter,
not to mention when she discovered her
strobe light’s battery was dead.

Just after dawn the next morning, a
Coast Guard helo crew spotted Caton
just north of the San Mateo Bridge. They
dropped a rescue swimmer and hoisted
Caton aboard. A very experienced wind-
surfer, Caton was wearing good protective
gear — a wetsuit, hat, gloves, boots and
PFD — which the Coasties noted helped
her survive the night. Another factor was
that conditions were calm and relatively

[CaA

The Silverwood family — Ben, Jack, John, Camille, Jean and

Amelia — not long after their rescue from Manuae Atoll.
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warm. The retired doctor later declined to
be taken to the hospital, instead opting
to head straight home — and no doubt
to a very hot shower.

LAKE MICHIGAN — Two sailors died in
the early morning hours of July 18 during
the 103rd Annual Chicago-to-Mackinac
Race when a severe thunderstorm sent
wind speeds into the 50s. The Kiwi 35
WingNuts was reported capsized around
12:40 a.m. by nearby competitor Sociable,
whose crew ended up rescuing six of the
stricken boat’s eight crewmembers. Sadly,

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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gps — cont’d

and the Federal Communications Commission.

They are talking about when Falcone and LightSquared CEO Sanjiv
Ahuja personally visited the White House and met with the Chief of
Staff at OSTP — and the next day, Harbinger’s signing of a merger
agreement with Sky Terra, which owned the part of the band next to
GPS. Coincidence?

They are talking about things like Falcone’s getting government
approval for Harbinger/LightSquared to buy Sky Terra in just five days
instead of the normal 180 days, and in other ways having obstacles
conveniently removed. Coincidence?

They are talking about Falcone, a long and large contributor to
the Republican Party, suddenly contributing the max to Democrats
instead. They’re talking about his wife doing the same thing. They’re

continued on outside column of next sightings page

John doesn’t expect thiS wmm—

trip to be exciting enough
=mg to spawn a book, but he
— does hope it will gen- _ .

erate contributions to
the Challenged Athletes
Foundation.
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talking about Ahuja also doing the same thing. Coincidence?

They are talking about Harbinger hiring the Palmetto lobbying group,
a firm that employs lobbyist Steve Glaze. In a shocking coincidence
— who would have known? — Steve Glaze is married to Terri Glaze, a
senior staffer at the FCC. Only a complete cynic would think that his
employment and her decisions or influence were in any way linked.

If you want to read about more such shenanigans — and get so
angry that you want to storm the White House — read http://nlpc.
org/ sites/default/ files / HarbingerLetter.pdf.

But it’s not just politically biased watchdog groups that are op-
posed to the deal. Reports by the White House-chartered National
Space-Based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing Systems Engineering
Forum (NPEF) and the Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics
both say there is no way LightSquared’s high-power terrestrial network
can coexist peacefully with the millions of low-power GPS devices that
are in circulation today — from handheld recreational units to more

complex systems used in aircraft.
continued on outside column of next sightings page

shorts

owner Mark Morley, 51, and Suzanne
Bickel, 40, were apparently unable to un-
tether themselves from the boat, and the
Coast Guard recovered their bodies several
hours later. Morley had six Mackinacs
under his belt and Bickel two.

Though a number of boats have been
damaged or lost during the 289-mile race,
according to the sponsoring Chicago YC,
these are the first deaths ever to occur
due to weather or accident.

RICHARDSON BAY — It's amazing
how a relatively minor accident can gain
quite a bit of attention when a video
camera happens to catch it. That’s what
occurred on July 1 when Richard ‘Rick’
Parasol, 75, and James Whitbread, 60,
were scooting around Richardson Bay in

‘Sea Star’ shoots across the Bay.
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a Lake LA-4-200 float plane and caught
a boat’s wake, resulting in a spectacular
nose dive just off Horizons Restaurant. The
men weren't injured and a Good Samari-
tan boater plucked them from the wings
of the sinking plane.

Some have surmised they were showing
off a little for the crowd gathered for the
Friday Night Jazz & Blues Concert Series
in Sausalito’s Gabrielson Park, which
doesn’t come as a surprise to Rick’s old
friend The Wanderer. “Rick loves atten-
tion, no matter if it's good or bad,” says
Latitude’s publisher. “He even named his
obnoxious red cigarette boat Rude.”

Within hours of the incident, news
stations everywhere were showing foot-

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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According to the NPEF, “aviation users could effectively experience
a blackout of GPS capabilities, particularly around densely populated
areas, where LightSquared ground stations are expected to be spaced

400 to 800 meters apart.”

The report says their tests showed
that aircratft flying at altitudes lower
than 10,000 feet couldn’t reliably
count on GPS to work over Wash-
ington, D.C., much of Virginia and
Maryland, and parts of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey. Additionally, po-
lice cars couldn’t get a GPS signal
within 600 feet of a LightSquared
tower. Ambulances and fire trucks
have it even worse — they couldn’t
get a signal within 1,000 feet.

For their part, LightSquared says
they pinky-swear to not to use the

LightSquared’s new wireless service could
make the GPS on Crissy Fields’ smartphone

LATITUDE / ANNIE

higher frequencies that will interfere
with GPS, and suggest that a logical
fix would be to retrofit every single GPS receiver in the country — all
500 million of them — with a special filter that would prevent inter-
ference but also degrade accuracy. NPEF had another suggestion:
LightSquared should simply acquire the rights to another part of the
spectrum for their network.

Where does the Coast Guard stand on this? Rear Admiral Robert
Day, Coast Guard Chief Information Officer (CIO) and the Assistant
Commandant for Command, Control, Communications, and Informa-
tion Technology, made the following testimony before a committee at
. the U.S. House of Representatives Transportation Committee: “Thank
S you for inviting the Coast Guard to discuss the new terrestrial service
; proposed by LightSquared, and its potential to interfere and impact the
spectrum used by the Global Positioning System (GPS). Although test
results are still preliminary, and the testing was conducted at power
levels below those at which LightSquared is authorized to operate, the
Coast Guard believes that without mitigation, there could be adverse
affects on its surface operations in coastal and inland waterways in
the vicinity of LightSquared transmission sites, and on its aviation
operations in areas surrounding the LightSquared towers. In fact,
Coast Guard missions are just a portion of the many DHS operations
and regulated activities that rely on GPS and could be affected.”

Hmmmmmm. Did you catch the bit about LightSquared running
tests “at power levels below those at which LightSquared is authorized
to operate”? Can you imagine why they might want to skew the testing
that way? No, we can’t think of any reason either.

The FCC’s period of public comment ended on July 30. We'll keep
you updated on developments via ‘Lectronic Latitude (www.latitude38.
com) and Facebook (wwuw.facebook/latitude38).

act really, really dumb.

— richard

dreamkeeper finds closure

Late in the afternoon of June 26, on our final northbound leg from
Half Moon Bay, we broke through the cold, thick marine layer, sheeted
out the sails on our Pacific Seacraft 40 DreamKeeper, and surfed
down the 12-ft breaking seas in the outer channel and headed for San
Francisco Bay. The Golden Gate Bridge was the best finish line for our
circumnavigation that we could have asked for — the gateway to closure
on this epic journey and the beginning of our next adventure. It'd been
a little more than 4% years since we left Sausalito and sailed under
the Bridge to begin the loop around the globe. Thirty-five countries and
almost 36,000 nautical miles later, we were back.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

One hand for the boat,
one for the photographer.
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dreamkeeper — cont’d

When we left, Gar was 35 and Nicole was 32, and we found that
our relatively young age influenced our journey both positively and
negatively. On the plus side, we had a lot of energy for boat projects —
lugging heavy diesel jugs around random towns, free-diving to clean the
boat’s bottom, and so on — as well as for off-boat adventures — hik-
ing, spearfishing, scuba diving and kitesurfing being just a few. Other

cruisers would often ask, “Don’t
you guys ever relax?” We'd just
laugh. They should have seen us
when we lived on land!

The difficult part of being a
younger cruiser is having few con-
nections with folks our own age.
‘We made many good friends in the
cruising community who were 30
years our senior, but there was
usually a noticeable difference in
interests, energy, and generation-
al topics of conversation. At the

Gar and Nicole made many new friends during
their circumnavigation, many of them locals.

beginning of our journey, down
into Mexico and heading through
the Coconut Milk Run, this wasn't

so much of an issue as we’d met a few adventurous younger sailors. But
after our committing to the global loop and moving more ‘off the grid’
to places like the Solomon Islands, Palau, Indonesia, Southeast Asia,
and onward across the Indian Ocean and Red Sea, younger cruisers
were pretty much non-existent.

After the novelty of evening sundowners and cruiser beach potlucks
hosted by retirement-aged sailors wore off, we craved more stimulation
and shared adventures. For many of them, the most exciting aspects of
cruising were the calm anchorages, cocktails, and sunsets. We noticed
some didn’t even get off their boats for days at a time as we zipped back
and forth in our dinghy, went on adventurous hikes, long swims and
free-diving and spear-fishing outings, and befriended the locals. As time
went on, we realized we just didn't really fit in with most of the sailing
community and we missed having friends we could really connect with.

That said, our first year across the South Pacific and to New Zea-
land was jam-packed with exciting sailing, beautiful cruising grounds,
and great new friends. But it was the next year-and-a-half that really
pushed us into a new place as adventurous cruisers. Heading north
from New Zealand, we first crossed to beautiful Fiji, up to tribal Vanu-
atu, then onward to the Solomon Islands, the islands of Papua New
Guinea, and back north across the equator to Palau, Micronesia. After
four months in Palau, we sailed south and entered through the ‘back
door’ of eastern Indonesia into Raja Ampat, the most diverse marine
ecosystem in the world. We spent five months in Indonesia, most of it
on our own, exploring Raja Ampat to the Spice Islands then onward
toward the more-traveled areas of Flores, Komodo, Lombok, Bali and
Kalimantan, before heading up to Singapore and Thailand.

Cruising in most of these areas was both amazing and difficult. Not
only were our experiences rich in interaction with local people, but we
often found ourselves in gorgeous natural world splendors that one
sees in one’s dreams. We peered into live volcanoes, drank kava with
local friends, free-dived with hundreds of sharks, bought fresh fruit and
orchids from kids in dugout canoes, bartered for carvings and lobster,
and tied up in limestone nooks as cockatoos and hornbills did flybys.

We always went out of our way to connect with village chiefs and
ask permission to anchor by their village. We'd extend extra warmth
to our local guests by offering snacks or a cold soda, and tried to just
be kind and friendly. We were always amazed by how many cruisers
were unfriendly to local people. They never smiled or tried to speak a
few words of the local language, let alone move away from the comfort

continued on outside column of next sightings page

shorts

age caught by Mill Valley resident Leif
Christiansen. In fact, we’d be surprised
if you missed it, but just in case, you
can find it at www.youtube.com/user/
leifhoja#p/a/u/2/UIHMrEZ-3rg. So the
next time you think about doing some-
thing stupid, remember that nearly every
cellphone out there is also a video camera
and you might just become the nation’s
next unwilling media darling.

SAN DIEGO — Boaters in San Diego’s
Shelter Island Yacht Basin have been of-
fered financial assistance to switch from
copper bottom paint to a “non-biocide hull

_'—t—' 7~

Closing the loop — clockwise from above,
boatwork kept the pair busy; Nicole and Gar
mug on a passage; closing the loop; mast
diving, hiking and snorkeling kept them in
shape; what a blast; a rare moment of rest.
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paint.” The Port of San Diego received a
$600,000 grant to fund the project, which
they hope will help reduce the amount of
copper in their waters.

The Port will pay for the removal of old
paint but it appears the application of the
special silicone- or ceramic-based coating
is left to the boaters’ wallets. And it’s no
chump change — one estimate calls for
nearly $5,000 for the coating alone.

Funding is available through June,
2014, or until the money runs out, and is
only available to Shelter Island tenants.

— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

dreamkeeper — cont’d

of their ‘country group’ (i.e. American boats, German boats, etc.). You'd
be surprised what kind of wonderful experiences you’ll have if you just
extend a big smile.

As we write this, it's been three weeks since we landed and we are
just beginning to sort out our lives. When we left in ‘06, we’d sold almost
everything: our houseboat in Sausalito, our vehicles, our furniture,
my work tools, and so on. We wanted to be free from stuff and open
to serendipity. It just felt so good to simplify, but now that we’re back,
we're just homeless, carless and jobless. We're figuring it all out, and
though the process is difficult, it’s exciting as well. As we work through
‘re-entry’, we'll just try not to be too sucked into the speed of life here
— or be overwhelmed by the amount of food in the grocery stores.

— gar duke & nicole friend
wwuw.svdreamiceeper.com
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