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Sticky Note
Welcome to the April 2011 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Champagne sailing at Richmond YC's Big Daddy Regatta Photo: Steve Holloway/Rune Media


S

Grand Marina - The Bay Area’s Einest Funnest
Full Service Marine

* Prime deep water concrete slips in a

Variety of sizes DIRECTORY of
GRAND MARINA
 Great Estuary location at the heart of TENANTS

the beautiful Alameda Island
- Bay Island Yachts...........cccccevvnnne. 4
* Complete bathroom and shower facility, | gye pelican Marine................. 170
heated and tiled The Boat Yard at Grand Marina... 13
« FREE pump-out station open 24/7 Lee SailS..ooooeieeiiieeeeeeeeeee, 172 GRAND M ARIN A
. ) Pacific Crest Canvas..................... 59 PPN
* Full SeerC‘? Marlne Center and Pacific Yacht Imports ................... 72 ANDERSON-ENCINAL
haulout facility RoOSter SAlS ...voeveeeereeeereeeeen, 174

Leasing Office Open Daily

« Free parking b UK-Halsey Sailmakers..................... 5 1 0- 86 5 - 1 200

¢ Free WiFi on site! Strictly
~ 2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501

* And much more... PACIFIC BOAT SHOW S P ECIAL: www.grandmarina.com
Half Off Your First Month

Subject to availability. Normal approval procedures apply. Application must be made before May 1, 2011
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A Really Good Day.

It's Spring. The midwinters are over. We
anticipate an end to all that rain.

And launching the 2011 racing season for

many is Richmond Yacht Club’s Big Daddy

Regatta. With over 90 boats racing on the

Saturday of the regatta in a series of three

races for each division, this popular event
draws both one design and handicap racers.

Erik Menzel's Wylie Wabbit, Bad Hare Day,
won the Wabbit one design division, sporting
a new Flex® jib from Pineapple Sails.

Gordie Nash’s Arcadia won PHRF division G, L- b
and Kame Richards and Bill Bridge beat out
the rest of the Express 37 fleet on Golden
Moon — both boats also Powered by
Pineapples.

PHOTO ERIK SIMONSON/WWW.PRESSURE-DROP.US

When the sailing is great, great sails make

it that much better. Race or cruise, we at
Pineapple Sails work hard to design and build
only the best.

Give us a call, stop by our Alameda sail loft,
or visit our booth at this month’s boat show
for a quote on great sails for your boat.

Bad Hare Day*
YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond;
or Svendsen’s in Alameda.

*Powered by Pineapples

Pineapple Sails

r

3 %  Phone (510) 5222200
E g‘ Fax (510) 522-7700
< J  www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

Kame Richards

April, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 3



In Grand Marina
2099 Grand Street
Alameda, CA 94501

(510)
814-0400

Fax (510) 814-8765

Bay Island
YACHTS

yachtsales@bayislandyachts.com
www.bayislandyachts.com

C&C 29 CT 41

1985, $23,900 1971, $55,000
- PDQ 36 —| TAYANA 48 DS
PRICE “‘DUCEE| AT STRICTLY SAIL
1991, $139,500 2003, $429,000
— MORGAN45 L, C&C 32 =

1985, Nelson-Marek, $80,000 1984, $31,500
| NORWEST33 L WESTSAIL 32 |

SISTERSHIP

PRICE REDUCED_I PRICE REDUCEDll

1979, $29,500
- C&C 41

1974. Perfect! $69,000

—  PETERSON 44
SISTERSHIP

SISTERSHIP PRICE kEDUCEIZI
1984, $69,500

1976, $115,000

We have been appointed the
Northern California Dealer for
Island Gypsy a distinguished
line of 32'-42' trawlers.

YACHTWERLD oM

CONTENTS

subscriptions 6
calendar 16
letters 28
sightings 80
america's cup 34 sf bay 4
big daddy regatta Q8
the 5,000-mile wave 104
kids' access to sailing 108
panama puddle jumpers 112
boat-in dining guide 116
max ebb: tsunami two-step 122
the racing sheet 126

world of chartering 134
changes in latitudes 144
classy classifieds 162
advertisers' index 173

orokerage 175

Cover: Champagne sailing af Richmond YC's Big Daddy Regatta.
Photo: Steve Holloway/Rune Media

Copyright 2011 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.

Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-
dotes, photographs — anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically,
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine.
Notification fime varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks.
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers'
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.ntml.
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BENETEAU
OCEANIS

58

S

BENETEAU
OCEANIS

50

ALERION

Beneteau 40, 2009

New Listing $199,000
SAIL
50' Hollman
46' Beneteau 461
45' Beneteau 45f5
44' Norseman 447
42' Beneteau 423
42' Cascade

1989
2001
1991
1984
2005
1971

$169,950
190,000
139,000
225,000
199,500
39,900

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

41' Tartan 4100

41' Beneteau 411
37' Beneteau 370
37' Pacific Seacraft
37' C&C

36' Beneteau 361 2002 109,500
36' Beneteau 361 2000 105,000
36' Beneteau 36s7, new listing 93,900
36' Beneteau 36s7 1998 93,500
36' Catalina 1989 53,900
36' J/105 1999 89,500

1996
1999
1991
1984
1985

224,500

SOLD
69,900
129,000
. . 57,900
1070 Marina Village Pkwy

Suite #101, Alameda, CA
p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

- "iﬂ A

T o e

P

Beneteau 36s7, 1998
New Listing $99,500

36' Cape Dory

36' CS sloop

36' Island Packet 350
35' C&C 35 Mk Il

35' Dehler CWS

34' Tiffany Jayne

34' Aloha sloop

33" Hunter 33.5

32' J/32

31' Beneteau 310

POWER

61' Mikelson 61 SFPH
42' Californian aft cbn
38' PC True North

34' Sea Ray 340

29' Shamrock

1984
1988
1999
1983
1996
1982
1984
1992
1997
1993

2001
1987
2007
2006
2001

89,900
62,500
169,000
49,900
82,000
37,500
49,500
45,000
87,500
44,000

1,100,000
99,500
369,000
134,900
134,500

www.passageyachts.com
BENETEAU = ISLAND PACKET = ALERION EXPRESS = SWIFT TRAWLER  BROKERAGE




- NEW
- USED
- REFINANCE

ESSEX

CREDIT

See us at

Strictly
) -
PACIFIC

Jack London Square
April 14-17

Boat Loans
Made Easyg

Let our 29 years of experience go to work for you!

Richard Tressler
866-377-3948 ext. 1047008

www.essexcredit.com

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Loan Amounts from $25,000
Instant Loan Approvals* ¢ 90 Days to First Payment*

*Subject to Loan Program Guidelines and Credit Approval
Reference Code = MAR931
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YOU CAN
NOW GO TO
www.latitude38.com
TO PAY FOR YOUR

SUBSCRIPTIONS

(1 eBooks email list. Free! ONLINE
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and now also available in Issuu format.

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
X process changes/additions,
Email: plus delivery time.

[ Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

[ Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.)
[ Third Class Renewal [ First Class Renewal (current subs. only!)
U Gift Subscription  card to

read from:

NOTE: FPO/APO (military), Canada, Mexico, and subscriptions going to
a correctional facility are first class only. Sorry, no foreign subscriptions.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone: () Email:

CREDIT CARD [ a A

INFORMATION MASTERCARD VISA AMERICAN EXPRESS
Min. Charge $12  \ymper: Exp.: csv:

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
[J Back Issues = $7 ea. MONTH/YEAR:
DISTRIBUTION

[J We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
(Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

[ Current issue = $6 ea.

[ Please send me further information for distribution outside California

Business Name Type of Business

Address

City State Zip

County Phone Number

"we go where the wind blows"

Publisher/Exec. Editor ............ Richard Spindler............. richard@latitude38.com........... ext. 111
Associate Publisher. John Arndt ..john@Iatitude38.com .ext. 108
Managing Editor .................... Andy Turpin andy@Iatitude38.com ............. ext. 112
Editor.........co..... LaDonna Bubak.............. ladonna@latitude38.com......... ext. 109
Racing Editor ...... Rob Grant.........ccccevennen rob@Iatitude38.com................ ext. 105
Contributing Editors John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales.... John Arndt.........ccccevneene john@latitude38.com............... ext. 108

Colleen Levine ..colleen@Iatitude38.com. .ext. 102

General Manager
Christine Weaver ...

Production/Web .. ..chris@Iatitude38.com .... .ext. 103
Production/Photos... Annie Bates-Winship ...... annie@latitude38.com ............
Bookkeeping.........cccovereeerennne Penny Clayton.... penny@latitude38.com...

Directions to our office...
Subscriptions..........
Classifieds....

. . . press 1,4
class@latitude38.com ...........ccoeveveeeveeeeeceeecreeeeens press 1,1

Distribution .. distribution@Iatitude38.com. ...press 1,5
Editorial press 1,6
Calendar.........cccocoevnecucnnnnee calendar@Iatitude38.com

Other email........cccooeevvvivennnne general@latitude38.com

Please address all correspondence by person or department name
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941 e (415) 383-8200 Fax: (415) 383-5816
www.latitude38.com




Just ARRIVED!
THE New 2011 JEANNEAU 409

Cruising \EU NI “European BOAT OF THE YEAR”

~ 2011 JEANN
European Boat of the Year

e, = =

2011 HUNTER e36
Performance Package

2011 HUNTER 50AC 2011 JEANNEAU 45 DS 2011 JEANNEAU 53
Luxurious Passagemaker Performance Cruising Exceptional Design
( PRE-CRUISED SPECIALS )'

WINE, CHEESE, CHOCOLATE
AND YACHTS!

Grand Opening! Sat. April 9th, 11am -
4pm at our NEW Alameda location.

1070 Marina Village Pkwy. # 208
Alameda, CA 94501

49’ JEANNEAU 49 2005 $349.000

We are California’s largest used sailboat brokerage with 6 waterfront
locations throughout California. List with us and let us sell your boat for you!

San Diego Newport Beach Oxnard Marina del Rey Alameda Sausalito

www.CruisingYachts.net



~ Open Boat .~
Weekend /|
April 9-10 ./

Strictly
= ) -
PACIFIC

Jack London Square
April 14-17

Welcome to
Cruising Yachts!
Hunter % Jeanneau
Caliber
(510) 521-1327

Farallone Yachts
Catalina Yachts
Ranger Tugs
(510) 523-6730

Passage Yachts
Beneteau % Island Packet
Wauquiez * Alerion
(510) 864-3000

Sail California
J-Boats % Sabre
Santa Cruz Yachts
(510) 523-6730

Santa Cruz 37 Summit 35 Orange Coast Yachts

s . . . " . (510) 523-2628
Visit Strictly Sail Pacific to see all these lines  Richara Botand
Yacht Sales

of sailboats offered by Marina Village dealers. 55 5216213
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NEW SLIP AVAILABILITY:

A few select slips have
recently become available.

Slips 28’-44°

Limited supply...
Call today!

Start your summer sails at Marina Village.

MARINA VILLAGE YACHT HARBOR

Much More than Just a Marina

(510) 521-0905 » www.marinavillageharbor.com




2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

#1 Selling Brokerage on the

aaw West Coast in 2010! www.yachtfinders.biz raa
Professionally staffed (619) 224-2349
and open every day!
P Iy aay! Toll Free (866) 341-6189
[ 1] | L 1] ]
) L)
53' CHEQY LEE MOTORSAILER, '92 $384,000 50' COLUMBIA, '82 $99,900 47' TAYANA CENTER COCKPIT, '91 $249,500 46' CAL 2-46 CUSTOM CC, '73 $125,000
L) Superior sailing and motoring characteristics with Get Back Lorettais a highly-customized schooner Well-equipped vessel proudly cruised and con- A daringly different layout with 270-degree L
twin diesel power and a flybridge with an all- rig and a fast performance cruiser with graceful stantly updated by knowledgeable owners who visibility from the deckhouse, a spade rudder
weather pilothouse. Simple sail handling. lines, stout enough to take you to any destination. have maintained her to the highest standards. and long cruising keel, and real performance.
¥
- |
e =l
) »
u ]
41' MORGAN CLASSIC CC, '87 $74,900 38' MORGAN 382, '81 $49,500 36' CATALINA, '90 $57,500 32' ERICSON, '85 $39,500
The modern underbody with modified fin keel Arare find ata great price, this Bristol Morgan 382 Outfitted for cruising the inland waterway and Every inch looks like brand new. The interior, the
] provides easy motion underway and surprising is one of the cleanest yachts you'll find. This great the eastern seaboard, she carried her owner in topsides, the bilge and engine area really shine. 4
aw speed. Room and comfort at a great price. sailing vessel will not be on the market for long. safety and comfort. Recent price deduction. This very special listing has only had 2 owners. -
30" HUNTER, '81 $23,500 30' CATALINA, '80 $17,900 28' BCC, '91 $118,500 27' ISLAND PACKET IP-27,88  $47,500 rad

widdd :

A very clean Cherubini-designed Hunter 30.
Lightly used and maintained well. Simple sail plan,
comfortable accommodations, great value.

The 30 continues to be a very popular sailboat for
coastal sailing and trips to Mexico. This one is very
affordable and has dodger, wheel and diesel.

Gypsy Queen was the last BCC to be built by the
Morse factory while Sam was still in charge and
quality and craftsmanship were at their highest.

The volume below is astounding. She has been
kept in 'show' condition, and the current owner
has made a few intelligent upgrades. Local boat.

il

The Real Gordless Winch Randle

Lightweigh 6'4 Ibs & Weather, Resustanﬂ

Strictly

) -
PACIFIC

Jack London Square

April 14-17
Booth 926

iner of 2010 NMMA Innovation Award

Visit us at: www.sailology.com
(888) 939-2455
info@sailology.com

L)
Mﬂ- is a registered trademark of Sailology, LLC

Page 10 e latitude 38 o April, 2011
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San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969 ~ celebrating our 42nd year!

ey YACHTSHPCITY

g0V

45' Spaulding Sloop, 1961 Jeanneau 40, 2005 36' Catalina MKII, 2002
$99,000 $189,000 $115,000

Beneteau 370, 1991 Catalina 42, 1989 33' Hunter Sloop, 1980
$79,000 3 cabin * $105,000 $29,900

e

46' Moody, 2000 Hinterhoeller 26C Nonsuch Newport 30 MKIII, 1982
$350,000 1981 $25,000 $19,500

of peR™™

Carver 30, 1993 30' Wooden Classic, 1960 28' Blackfin, 1981
$59,900 Tore Holm Design $37,000 $20,000

PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA « OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * 9AM TO 5PM

April, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 11




IMAZATIPAN LA
Ray Watson & Jeannette Sarrasin, Mazmarine@aol.com Mike Rickman & Shelly R. Ward, LaPazYachts@aol.com
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (888) 716-7430 Toll free US/CAN: 1 (877) 245-9689
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (669) 913-3165 Phone/FAX: 011 52 (612) 123-1948
PUERT© VAL SN GARLES
Dave & Jamie Wheeler, PVYachtSales@aol.com Don Brame, Denny Grover, Will, Sancarlosyachtsales@gmail.com
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (866) 573-1303 Toll free US/CAN: 1 (866) 208-0263
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (322) 297-4639 Phone/FAX: 011 52 (622) 226-0037
46' VANDESTADT CUTOM, 1966...$229,000 45’ FUJI CC KETCH, 1975...$230,000 43' SLOCUM, 1985...$161,000
NEW LISTINGS
on
www.mazmarine.com
40’ HARDIN SEAWOLF, 1978...§57,000 30’ FORTUNE CUTTER, 1985...525,000
65’ FERRETI MY, 1997...§849,000 46’ BERTRAM SPORTFISHER CONVERTIBLE, 1987...$229,000 31" GOBIA CENTER CONSOLE, 2004...$83,900

| [ 9 (- s

It's Beautiful, It's Private, It's Home

Making boating easier — and more fun! — is what Oyster Cove is all about.

Oyster Cove is the private
Peninsula marina closest to bluewater boating.

OYSIER CEVEMARINA '

(650) 952 -5540 www.oystercovemarina.net

Page 12 e latitude 38 o April, 2011



THE BOAT YARD AT GRAND MARINA

"Where Service Has Meaning"

Headquarters
for the exclusive

There’s No Finer

Bottom v
Than Ours!* Anteriux. remNG

yachtpaint.com ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY

Call today to
schedule your
2011 haulout, RATED "SUPERIOR" by
bottom, fiberglass,
engine, rigging and
LPU work.

The only yard to brush on your bottom paint!

*Well almost none.

Dealers for: . .
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~ COMPARE US WITH THE COMPETITION ~

Prop and Shaft Work Gas & Diesel
Engine Service
LPU Hull & Topside

Electrical Repair &
Installation

Mast & Rigging Repair
Fiberglass & Blister Repair
Gelcoat Repair

(510) 521-6100 « Fax (510) 521-3684
e AcaMANE: Located at Grand Marina * 2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda
e e oo e www.boatyardgm.com

April, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 13



ise Village .

MARINA

- Electrical service, 110/30 amps

» 220/50 amps, 3 phase 100 amps
and 3 phase 480v

- Crystal Clear Potable Water

- Cable TV

- Garbage Collection

- Pump - out Station

- Fire Fighting Boat Protection

- 24 Hrs. Security

- Computerized gate access

Phone & fax from U.5. 011-52-3

Page 14 e latitude 38 o April, 2011

&roices:”
- Vallarta Yacht Club
« Special area for marina guests
- Restrooms
» Lockers
- Showers

- Pool and jacuzzi
- Free access to all the facilities

of our 5 star hotel

- White sand beach
- Dive tank refilled
- Propane refill

- Launch ramp

41.2 N

i
1,";,-'.-'.,-1-11.'-,

Glsevillegcieem
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Berkeley Marine Center

Tl yased ol works for o

7ée

Great
; Vallejo
- Race

ady Presented by ~ -

% West Marme

SN o= Aprll 130 & May q; 201 1

All Star Rentals
Hogan Sails
ButlerT{igging
Gabriel Insur_ance Services
John & Kath_y VanVessum

McDermottCosta
Insurance

Mare Island Rowing
Assoc.

Starfire Marine

Napa Valley Marine

\

. ‘\
N
- 1.' b

|“ — - -

A
. Hosted at

" Vallejo Yacht Club

With music by the Eric Stone Band
&
Food provided by

Gracie's Bar-B-Que | Nellie's Oysters | La Prima Pizza

Event info: www.vallejorace.vyc.org | Register at: www.yra.org
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to Farall_one Yac!lt

- skt

Cruising comfort, fuel efficiency, performance under power
— all standard along with Yanmar engines, bow and stern
thrusters, Garmin touchscreen Nav systems, and so much
more. And all four models — R21EC, R25SC, R27 and R29 —
are trailerable.

Isn’t it time for your Ranger Tug? Come to Farallone Yacht
Sales. We're the exclusive California dealer for Ranger
Trailerable Tugs, a family-owned company designing and
building quality boats in the U.S. since 1958.

Strictly
) -
PACIFIC

Jack London Square
April 14-17 April 28-May 1

COME SEE US AT THE SPRING BOAT SHOWS!
ORDER YOUR RANGER TUG TODAY!

New Ranger Tugs in Stock (base price)

Ranger 29 Tug, 2017 ..o $229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2011 .......... NEW MODEL!........... 159,937
Ranger 25-SC Tug, 2010.....NEW MODEL!........... 129,937
Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2017 ....c.oooovviviierercrcceeeeea 49,937
Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks

Ranger 29 Tug, 2010 ......ceevevrereeececeeirreeeeecieiens

Ranger 25 Tug, 2010 ...
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 ...........ccooecerviernicrniiiniennes

_vacht sales

F AR A LL ONE

Alameda (510) 523-6730
Newport Beach (949) 610-7190
San Diego (619) 523-6730

www.faralloneyachts.com

CALENDAR

Non-Race

Apr. 1 — Don't be a fool, get your boat out on the Bay!

Apr. 2, 1981 — It Was Thirty Years Ago from the Sightings
piece 'Guardian of the Golden Gate' by Sue Rowley:

The Point Bonita Lighthouse, guardian of the Golden Gate
since 1885, is the last manned lighthouse on the California
coast. That description will end on April 2, however, when
the 60,000-candlepower beacon and its vital fog signal will
become totally automatic.

The change will end a long and colorful segment of Cali-
fornia's history. Originally, the lighthouse was built high on
the rugged highland to make its beacon visible to mariners at
great distances, but Point Bonita is one of the foggiest places
in the country and the station was moved to a rocky point
just above the sea and below the fog.

A year after the light was put into service, the first fog
signal was devised. The noisiest device known at the time,
an 8-ft, 24-1b Army siege cannon, was acquired and a retired
sergeant named Maloney was charged with firing it every half
hour during foggy weather. As the story goes, the fog closed
in on August 8, 1856, and the sergeant dutifully fired the
cannon for the first time. The fog remained for most of the
next 61 days and, before he was found near exhaustion at
the beginning of October, he'd fired the cannon 556 times,
day and night. Maloney quit and the lighthouse went through
seven more people over the next nine months.

Two years later, the cannon was replaced by a mechanical
bell and, in 1977, a steam-powered fog horn was installed.
The fog signal has operated an average of 1,136 hours per
year over the last 83 years of record keeping, with a maximum
of 2,408 hours in 1963. After its five-man crew departs, the
lighthouse will be preserved by the National Recreational Area
as a visitors' attraction.

Apr. 2 — Del Rey YC Open House in Marina del Rey, 11
a.m.-4 p.m. Info, www.dryc.org or (310) 823-4664.

Apr. 2-3 — Corinthian YC presents its annual Women's
Sailing Seminar. A terrific low-stress way to learn how to sail.
Info, www.cyc.org/WSS.

Apr. 3 — Cal Sailing Club's free introductory sail at Berke-
ley Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.

Apr. 3 — North U. Tactics Tour, a one-day course teaching
the latest in strategy, tactics and rules, continues at Anacortes
(WA) YC. See wwuw.northu.com for details.

Apr. 3-24 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or wwuw.baads.org.

Apr. 5 — Line Splicing seminar at San Jose West Marine,
6-8 p.m. Free. RSVP, (408) 246-1147.

Apr. 5-May 31 — Boating Skills & Seamanship course by
USCGA at Del Rey YC in Marina del Rey on Tuesdays, 7-9:30
p.m. $80 materials fee. Info, jonathan.smaby@gmail.com.

Apr. 6 — Ullman Sails Seminar Series continues with
'"Team Building, Coaching & Management' at the Santa Ana
loft, 7 p.m. $18. Other seminars run at the same time and
location; free unless noted. 5/4: 'The Baja Ha-Ha Adventure';
6/1: 'World Class Yacht Designers Forum'. Info & RSVP, (714)
432-1860.

Apr. 6-27 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St.
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m., $16.50. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic
speaker every Wednesday. All YCs' members welcome. More
info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.

Apr. 9 — Opening Day on the Delta Parade. Starts at noon
in front of Pittsburg YC on the San Joaquin River. Info, wwuw.
pittsburgyc.com.

Apr. 9 — Boaters Swap Meet at Emeryville Marina, 8 a.m.-

Page 16 e latitude 38 o April, 2011



See the Boat of the Year — Catalina 355
at Farallone Yacht Sales

he new Catalina 355 has just been honored

as the 2011 Best Mid-Sized Cruiser and P See the
new 355 at

2011 Domestic Boat of the Year, joining the T - - -
. S . Strictly Sail Pacific

award-winning 445 and 375 and bringing to 11 i April 14-17

the number of awards Catalina has received for - Jack London

its designs. No other sailboat manufacturer has Square

ever achieved this distinction.

i

W Farallone Yacht Sales is the exclusive Bay =&
1 _ Area dealer for Catalina Sailing Yachts, 'Fl [
and the largest brokerage of quality pre-

Boats are selling - list with us!

Catalina 350 MKII, 2004.............ooooooeerrreen 125,663  Hunter 31, 2007 84,900
New Catalina Yachts in Stock Catalina 34, 2007............. Nonsuch 30, 1981 45,000
Catalina 445, 2010 Catalina 34, 2004..... Rustler 24, 2009 65,000
Catalina 375, 2010 Catalina 34, 1988..... 3 i

L , ; New R T tock
Catalina 355, 2011 AT OUR DOCKS NOW! Catalina 310, 2007 .. B e A
Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks Catalina 30, 1987........ccccceeeererneeenrersenennns Ranger 27 Tug’ 2011 o NEW MODEL! .......... 159’937
Catalina 470, 1999 $230,000  Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks Ranger 25-SC Tug, 2010....NEW MODEL! ......... 129,937
Catalina 440, 2005 250,000 Beneteau Oceanis 373, 2005................... $139,000 Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2011 49,937
Cataling 42 MKIL, 1996 ..........ovovoveersseseeenes 149,900  Hans Christian 43, 1989 .............ooooeersrreen 157,000
Catalina 42, 1993 124,500  C&C 38, 1979 ..oorrseeeeeeeeereeeeseseeseccreenenne 49,250  Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks
Catalina 42, 1997 139,900  Hunter 36, 2004 .............ooorereeeerrsrssccceenn 119,000  Ranger 29,2010 224,900
Catalina 400, 2004 199,900  Hunter 340, 2002.. ..82,000  Ranger 25Tug, 2010 139,500
Catalina 36 MKIL, 2004................ooorrererren. 126,000  Hunter 34, 1984.... ..34,000  Ranger 25Tug, 2009 125,900
Catalina 36 MkIl, 1999 89,500 C&C 32,1980........ ...34,000 Preowned Power Yachts
Catalina 36, 2001 109,000 Bristol 31.5, 1984 ........ccccecveriieeceeeceeseesnes 42,500 Chaparral Signature 310, 2005...........cccouurererenens 85,900
1070 Marina Village Pkwy 2801 West Coast Hwy From San Diego, CA
//-\w‘ Alameda, CA 94501 Newport Beach, CA 92663 Call
i (510) 523-6730 (949) 610-7190 (619) 523-6730

_yacht sales

F AR AL L O N E wwwfaralloneyachts.com
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NEW J/111

Step up to a new
level of performance

I ——

i

See Hull #17 at
Strictly Sail Pacific
April 14-17

Strictly
)
PACIFIC

b

J/111 - If you love to go sailing,
you’ll love this new 36-ft speedster.
She’s a pleasure daysailing,
weekending, or racing.

SA)),

Alameda
(510) 523-8500
norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com

www.sailcal.com
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noon. No vendors fee. Info, (510) 654-3716.

Apr. 9-10 — America's Boating Course by Carquinez Sail &
Power Squadron at Vallejo YC, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $40. Info, www.
carquinez.org/public_courses.html or (707) 55-BOATS.

Apr. 9-May 14 — Boating Skills and Seamanship course by
USCGA Flotilla 12-3 in Alameda, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. $55 materials
fee. Info, uscga@att.net or (510) 468-8013.

Apr. 14 — Louis Vuitton Cup PRO Peter Reggio, Oracle
Racing's Tom Ehman and Olympic hopeful Genny Tulloch
will speak about the America's Cup at Golden Gate YC, 7-9
p-m. Sponsored by US Sailing, $30. RSVP, PR@ggyc.com.

Apr. 14 — Single sailors of all skill levels are invited to the
Single Sailors Association monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC,
7:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 233-1064.

Apr. 14-17 — Strictly Sail Pacific at Jack London Square.
Info, www.strictlysailpacific.com.

Apr. 15, 1800 — James Clark Ross, discoverer of the north
magnetic pole and author of Voyage of Discovery, was born
in London.

Apr. 16 — Encinal YC's Nautical Flea Market, the largest in
the East Bay, 6 a.m.-1 p.m. Breakfast, lunch and beverages
available. Info, (510) 522-3272 or wwuw.encinal.org.

Apr. 16 — Emeryville Marina's 4th Annual Boaters Swap
Meet, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Info, (510) 654-6437.

Apr. 16 — Berkeley Bay Festival at Berkeley Marina, 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Free music, sailboat rides (courtesy Cal Sailing),
and more. Info, wwuw.ci.berkeley.ca.us.

Apr. 16-17 — Silva Bay Shipyard School Launch Festival
on Gabriola Island, B.C. Seminars, demos, music and more.
Free. Info, www.boatschool.com.

Apr. 17 — Howl at the full moon on a Sunday night.

Apr. 20 — Manuevering in Close Quarters seminar by Club
Nautique's Capt. Bryan Chavez at South San Francisco West
Marine, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info, (650) 873-4044.

Apr. 21 — Spring Race Instructions seminar, part of
Sausalito YC's Third Thursday Seminar Series, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public. Info, www.sausalitoyachtclub.
org/calendar/whats-happening.

Apr. 21-23 — Cabo Marine Show in Cabo San Lucas. Info,
www.cabomarineshow.com.

Apr. 22 — Celebrate Earth Day on the liquid part!

Apr. 23 — Marinship Day & Flea Market at Sausalito West
Marine, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. BBQ gets fired up at 11 a.m. Proceeds
from BBQ, booth rentals and raffle go to Spaulding Wooden
Boat Center. Prizes and more! Info, (415) 332-0202.

Apr. 23 — Boaters Swap Meet at Stockton SC, 8 a.m. Fuel
up at a pancake breakfast, too. Info, www.stocktonsc.org.

Apr. 23 — Martinez Marina Swap Meet, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Info,
(925) 313-0942 or slips@martinez-marina.com.

Apr. 24 — Plan an Angel Island Easter Egg Hunt.

Apr. 24, 1916 — The lifeboat James Caird, from Ernest
Shackleton's Endurance, set off from Elephant Island bound
for 800-mile distant South Georgia Island in a desperate bid
to save the rest of the crew.

Apr. 28 — Electrolysis Seminar at Spaulding Wooden Boat
Center in Sausalito, 6-7:30 p.m. $15. Info or RSVP, (415)
332-3179 or info@spauldingcenter.org.

Apr. 29-May 1 — Southern California Westsail Rendezvous
at Pine Avenue Pier, Rainbow Harbor, Long Beach. Info, wwuw.
westsail.org or westsailor@earthlink.net.

Apr. 30 — Treasure Island Sailing Center Opening Day
celebration, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free sailboat rides, music, games
& food. $3 for BBQ. Info, wwuw.tisailing.org.

May 1 — Opening Day on the Bay! Don't miss the bless-
ing of the fleet in Raccoon Strait, 10:30-noon (enter from the




SA.

"The Fastest Sailboat Listings in the West!"

YOUR PERFORMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

ALAMEDA

1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500
FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST
7001 Seaview Ave. NW #140
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

33' Back Cove, 2008
Cruise the Bay or Delta in style.
Asking $279,000

Santa Cruz 52, 1998, Hula
Deep draft for cruising, buoy and offshore.
This boat has it all. Reduced to $449,000

JN22, TKO
Ready to win the Big Boat Series again!
Asking $429,000

Islander 36, 1972, Absolute

Santa Cruz 52, Kokopelli

39' Schumacher, 1996, Recidivist

Best in fleet. BBS, TransPac winner. Well equipped, proven race winner.
Asking $45,000 Asking $749,000 Asking $99,000
J/120, 2004, Mad Max J/105s 40' Summit, 2008, Soozal 38' Sabre, 1984, Savannah
Fully equipped, race/cruise. We have four from IRC super boat. Many recent upgrades.
Asking $229,000 $82,500 $599,000 Sale pending.
77 ANArews, '03%......oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $799,000 40" Avance, '85, CariboL*...............c.ccuvvvennnns $119,000 34' J/34,'85, The Z0O*..........cceeeeeeeeeeeenn, $29,900
52' Santa Cruz, KOKOPEli.............ccccoveneveununecunans $749,000 40" 010N, EIKA. ...ttt SOLD 34' MJM 34z, '05*

52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade .$495,000
52' Santa Cruz, '98, Hula.... .$449,000
52' TransPac with IRC mods, '03, Braveheart*.....$499,000
48" J/145, HUll #9, '03*.......vieeeeeceee e $675,000
48' 1D48, '96, Chaya $125,000
47' Valiant, '81, Sunchase $110,000
44' Kernan, Wasabi
44' J/44,'93, Halcyon Days
44' Wauquiez 43 Pilot Station*
43' J/130,'96* .......ccueenene

40' J1122,'07, TKO
40' J/120, '04, Mad Max
40' Summit, '08, Soozal.

$229,000
$599,000

SAI),

www.sailcal.com
email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com

39' Schumacher, '96, Recidivist

38" Sabre 386, '08, KUai ............c..ccovveerevesercrrenaranns SOLD
38' Sabre 38 MK, '84 ... . Pending
36' J/109, '03* $189,000
36' Islander 36, '72, Absolute...............c.cceeveeeennee. $45,000
35" J/105, '92, Hull #44, Orion.............ccovveeverennane. SOLD
35'J/105,'99, Life Is Good* ................coovueueunnen. $82,500
35' J/105, '00, Hull #343, Nirvana.......... Reduced $94,900
35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle..... Reduced $99,000
35' J/105, '01, Hull #4863, TrickSter...........c.coccvovenne. SOLD
35' J/105, '02, Hull #520, Sea Room.................... $94,900
35' J/35, '84, The Boss* $34,000

35' J/35C, '93

DEALERS FOR THESE FINE YACHTS:

Santa COrnz

—YACHTS—

33" J/100, Hull #9, '05.
33' Back Cove, '08...
32" J/32,'02, TANGO.......ooeereeeeeereieeeeeeseneesieen SOLD
32' Catalina 320*
30' Peterson Half Ton*
29' MJM 29z, '07*
28' Alerion Express, '06*
28' Alerion Express, '02*..

$89,000

$61,000
$27,500
$269,000
$99,000
.$72,500

28' Islander, '79* ......... ..$16,900
26' J/80, '04, Heart Attack.............cceveveeveneennennnns SOLD
26' Aquapro Raider, '02, enclosed hard top................ SOLD

* Denotes Seattle Boats
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Sausalito Yacht Clut

Est. 1942 o A Bay Area Tradition

Join Sausalito Yacht Club
in 2011 Special!

Call Us Today Regarding Our

SPECIAL
MEMBERSHIP OFFER!

Boat Owners $850
Non Boat Owners $1,000
Ends April 30, 2011

ENJOY
¢ Informal, relaxed ambiance

* Superb galley and bar,
all professionally staffed

* Qutside bar and patio with a great view
* Cozy fireplace
* Mooring buoys as well as guest dock

* Reciprocal privileges at yacht clubs
worldwide

* Very active in Club cruises — every month
to various destinations — sail or power with
your fellow Club members

¢ Extensive social calendar

* Tuesday Night Races and other sailing
(Ask about Under 35 Racing Membership)

¢ Excellent Junior Sailing Program

Contact John Lerner
Membership Chair
For Applications and
One Day Guest Pass

Sausalito Yacht Club
P.O. Box 267
Sausalito, CA 94966

Call (415) 332-7400 ext. 412

membership@sausalitoyachtclub.org
www.sausalitoyachtclub.org

CALENDAR

east).Info, www.picya.org.

May 14 — Boaters Swap Meet at Marina Bay Yacht Harbor
in Richmond, 8 a.m.-noon. Info, (510) 236-1013.

May 14 — Opening Day on South Bay! Boat parade, bless-
ing of the fleet, live music and fun for the whole family. Info,
wwuw.southbayopeningday.org or www.sequoiayc.org.

May 15 — Nautical Swap Meet at Elkhorn YC in Moss
Landing, 7 a.m. Info, eyc@elkhornyc.com.

May 15 — Marine Swap Meet & Open House at Berkeley
YC, 6 a.m.-1 p.m. Run in conjunction with Safety at Sea Day
program. Info, www.berkeleyyc.org or (510) 843-9292.

Racing

Mar. 28-Apr. 3 — BVI Sailing Festival & Spring Regatta,
British Virgin Islands. One of the Caribbean's best regattas,
and includes a huge bareboat fleet. A great way to spend a
week-long charter. Info, www.bvispringregatta.org.

Apr. 2 — SSS Corinthian Race, formerly known as the In
the Bay Race. Info, wwuw.sfbaysss.org.

Apr. 2 — Andy Byrd Memorial Race. CPYC, wwuw.cpyc.com.

Apr. 9 — 30th Annual Doublehanded Farallones Race.
BAMA, (510) 769-0309 or wwuw.sfbama.org.

Apr. 9 — Spring Tune-Up Race, the mother of all beer can
races. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.

Apr. 9 — Corinthian Challenge. CYC, wwuw.cyc.org.

Apr. 9 — North Bay Challenge #1. VYC, www.vyc.org.

Apr. 9-10 — J/Fest. One design and PHRF racing for the
J/boat faithful. StFYC, (415) 563-6363 or wwuw.stfyc.com.

Apr. 9-10 — Resin Regatta, for Melges 24s and Etchells.
SFYC, (415) 789-5647 or wwuw.sfyc.org.

Apr. 9-10 — Camellia Cup on Folsom Lake, for center-
boards, multihulls and keelboats. FLYC, wwuw,flyc.org.

Apr. 10 — Spring Series #3. SSC. wwuw.stocktonsc.org.

Apr. 15-17 — 64th Newport to Ensenada Race, one of the
largest international yacht races. Info, www.nosa.org.

Apr. 16 — Women Skippers Regatta. SYC, wwuw.sausali-
toyachtclub.org.

Apr. 16 — Mercury Series #2. EYC. wwuw.encinal.org.

Apr. 16 — Don Wan Regatta. TYC, race@tyc.org.

Apr. 16 — Commodore's Cup. BVBC, www.bayviewboat
club.org.

Apr. 16-17 — BYC's 39th Annual Rollo Wheeler Regatta.
One design and PHRF buoy races on Saturday, pursuit race
on Sunday. Bobbi, (925) 939-9885 or bobbi@jfcbat.com.

Apr. 16-17 — Big Dinghy. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.

Apr. 16-17 — Harken Opti #2. SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

Apr. 16-17 — Elvstrom Zellerbach. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Apr. 17 — Estuary Cup. EYC, www.encinal.org.

Apr. 17 — Spring Series #4. SSC. wwuw.stocktonsc.org.

Apr. 17 — Baxter Judson #1. PresYC, wwuw.presidio
yachtclub.org.

Apr. 23 — YRA-OYRA Lightship 1. StFYC, www.yra.org.

Apr. 23 — Summer Series #1. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.

Apr. 23 — Twin Island #1, a choose-your-direction race
around Alcatraz and Angel Islands. SYC, www.sausalito
yachtclub.org.

Apr. 23 — BAMA Racetrack Day, an 'always open' course
on Central Bay where any boat can submit their GPS track to
compete. Info, www.sfbama.org/racing/rtindex.html.

Apr. 23 — Trans-Folsom Challenge on Folsom Lake. Info,
wwuw.flyc.org or (916) 685-4869.

Apr. 30 — Bullship Regatta, the annual running of El Toros
from Sausalito to the Cityfront. Info, www.eltoroyra.org.

Apr. 30 — 27th Annual Konocti Cup, a 26-mile marathon
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IS COMING TO SAN FRANCISCO
GET READY WITH QUANTUM
SAIL DESIGN GROUP

Even though the headline attraction is two We can service your sails of course, and if you
years away, the lead-up action to the next need assistance finding other service providers
America’s Cup will start soon. You won't want  let us know. If you are coming from out of town,
to miss one minute of this once-in-a-lifetime be sure to find your slip or berthing very soon as
opportunity fo sail alongside these amazing the Bay will get busy. Call us and we can help
teams and awesome sailing machines. direct you to marinas that will suit your needs.

Now is the time to start getting ready! Let us know what we can do to help

Make your list and check it twice; here are you get ready for America’s Cup 34!

a few things you might want to consider:

A4

e Sails in good condition
Running rigging in shape

® Motor in good running order UAI\ | I UM
® Clean boat bottom

= SAIL DESIGN GROUP

Berthing slip

See us at

WWW.QUANTUMSAILS.COM

Strictly Quantum Pacific

- 1230 Brickyard Cove Road | Port Richmond, CA 94801

PACIFIC Tel: 510.234.4334

z o J You Jack London Square Don Teakell | dteakell@quantumsails.com
iy Wike April 14-17 Jeff Thorpe | jthorpe@quantumsails.com



RACING

GEAR

Innovative, lightweight,
' precision engineering.

Finish first with the
| ultimate in‘racing gear.

INNOVATIVE SAILING SOLUTIONS

Page 22 o latitude 38 o April, 2011

CALENDAR

on Clear Lake. Info, www.kbsail.com.

Apr. 30 — YRA-WBRA Circle #1. RYC, www.yra.org.

Apr. 30 — Small Boat Spring. EYC, www.encinal.org.

Apr. 30 — Singlehanded #2. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.

Apr. 30-May 1 — Commodore's Cup. HMBYC, www.hmbyc.
org.

Apr. 30-May 1 — The 111th annual Great Vallejo Race,
one of the biggest races on the Bay, which also serves as the
YRA season opener. Info, (415) 771-9500 or www.yra.org.

May 1 — Spring Series #5. SSC. wwuw.stocktonsc.org.

May 7 — 3-3-3 Regatta for Moore 24s. BVBC, wwuw.
moore24.org.

May 7 — YRA-WBRA City #1. GGYC, www.yra.org.

May 7 — Corinthian Challenge. CYC, www.cyc.org.

May 7 — YRA-OYRA Duxship. YRA, wwuw.yra.org.

May 7 — Summer Series #2. SeqYC, wwuw.sequoiayc.org.

May 7 — Doublehanded Long Distance #2. SSC, wwuw.
stocktonsc.org.

May 7 — Annual El Toro Flight of the Bulls at Foster City
Boat Park. Info, wwuw.eltoroyra.org.

July 4-8 — 46th L.A. to Honolulu Race, better known as
the TransPac, starts. Info, www.transpacrace.com.

Summer Beer Can Regattas

BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 4/8, 4/22,
5/6, 5/20, 6/3, 6/17, 7/1, 7/15, 7/29, 8/12, 8/26, 9/9.
Matt Schuessler, (925) 785-2740 or race@bbyc.org.

BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB — Monday Night Madness Spring:
4/18, 5/2, 5/16, 5/30, 6/13, 6/20 (make-up). Arjan Bok,
(415) 310-8592 or bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.

BENICIA YC — Thursday nights: 4/7-7/28. Info, www.
beniciayachtclub.com.

BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night: 4/1-9/23. Paul Ka-
men, (510) 540-7968 or pk@uwell.com.

CAL SAILING CLUB — Year -round Sunday morning dinghy
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s.
Email Gary and Alistair at racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night: 4/8-9/2. Info,
(415) 497-5411 or racing@cyc.org.

COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night: 4/6-10/26.
George Suppes, (650) 921-4712 or regatta@cpyc.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Spring Twilight Series: 4/22,
5/6, 5/20, 6/10, 6/17. Chris Hanson, (510) 301-2081 or
rearcommodore@encinal.org.

FOLSOM LAKE YC — Every Wednesday night: 5/4, 5/18,
5/25, 6/1, 6/8, 6/15, 6/22, 6/29, 7/6, 7/20, 7/27, 8/3,
8/10, 8/17, 8/24, 8/31, 9/7, 9/21. Info, wwuw.flyc.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 5/6, 5/20,6/3,6/17,
7/1,7/15, 7/29, 8/12, 8/26. Leslie Iacopi, (415) 931-3980
or lesliesailor2003@yahoo.com.

ISLAND YC — Friday Night Spring Twilight: 4/15, 4/29,
5/13, 6/3, 6/17. John New, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@
yahoo.com.

LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday
night: 5/4-10/12. Steve Katzman, (530) 577-7715.

LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night May-
August. Dan Clark, www.lwsailing.org.

LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night: 5/12-8/25.
Tom Cooke, tcookeattyl@yahoo.com.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, every
Wednesday night through September. Ray Ward, (831) 659-
2401 or www.mpyc.org.

OAKLAND YC — Wednesday Night Sweet 16 Series: 5/4-6/22
& 7/13-8/31. John, (510) 366-1476 or j_tuma@comcast.net.
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Cleaner
Bottoms
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See us at e

Strictly Sail —
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Pacific
April 14-17
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Quality Antifouling Paints
for Every Boat

No matter what kind of boat you have, or where you use it,
there’s a West Marine Antifouling Paint that’s ideal for your
needs. From our popular BottomShield modified epoxy, to the
latest in ablative technology paints, including our CPP Plus
and PCA Gold—we’ve got a West Marine paint that’ll keep
your boat’s bottom clean! And since it’s from West Marine,
you know you’re getting a great value!

% West Marine

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

CALENDAR

RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 4/6, 4/20, 4/27,
5/4, 5/18, 5/25, 6/1, 6/15, 6/22, 6/29, 7/6, 7/13, 7/20,
7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17, 8/24, 8/31, 9/7, 9/21, 9/28. Eric
Arens, (510) 841-6022 or ericarens@comcast.net.

ST. FRANCIS YC — Wednesday Night Series: 5/4, 5/18,
5/25, 6/1, 6/8, 6/15, 6/22, 6/29, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17, 8/24,
8/31. Thursday Night Kiting Series: 4/7, 4/21, 5/5, 5/19,
6/2,6/16, 6/30, 7/14, 7/28, 8/4, 8/18, 9/1, 9/15. Friday
Night Windsurfing Series: 4/8, 4/22, 5/6, 5/20, 6/17, 7/1,
7/29, 8/5,8/19, 9/2, 9/16, 9/30. Info, racemgr@stfyc.com.

SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays: 3/16-11/2. Greg
Haws, (831) 425-0690 or greg@scyc.org.

SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday Night Spring Sunset Series:
4/26, 5/10, 5/24, 6/7, 6/21. Dave Borton, (415) 302-7084
or race@sausalitoyachtclub.org.

SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night: 4/20-10/12.
Steve Holmstrom, (650) 610-9501 or www.sequoiayc.org.

SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Capri 14.2 rac-
ing every Thursday night during Daylight Saving Time. Info,
(650) 965-7474. Laser Racing (BYOB) every Wednesday night,
May-October. Roger Herbst, rogerlaser@yahoo.com or (408)
249-5053.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 4/22, 4/29, 5/6,
5/20, 6/3,6/17, 6/24, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/19, 8/26.
Tad Sheldon, (408) 546-1240 or wwuw.southbeachyc.org.

STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night: 6/1-8/24.
Patrick Felten, (209) 518-6371 or regattal 1 @stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Beer Can Series: 6/1-
8/31. Dan Hauserman, (530) 581-4700 or dan@ilovetahoe.
com. Monday Night Laser Series: 5/30-8/29. Rick Raduziner,
(530) 583-6070 or raduziner@sbcglobal.net.

TIBURON YC — Every Friday night: 5/20-9/9. Ian Mat-
thew, ian.matthew@comcast.net or (415) 883-6339.

VALLEJO YC — Every Wednesday night: 4/6-9/28. Gordon
Smith, (530) 622-8761 or fleetcaptaisail@uyc.org.

Mexico and Beyond

Mar. 12-Apr. 30 — The 2nd Annual Cruisers Rally to El Sal-
vador starts in Mexico and meanders 'rally style' to the Bahia
del Sol Hotel in El Salvador, where owner Marco Zablah is
donating $1,800 in prizes. Info, elsalvadorrally.blogspot.com.

April 7-10 — La Paz Bay Fest. This will be the fifth year for
this descendant of the (in)famous La Paz Race Week. An event
for cruisers that includes races, potlucks, cruising seminars
and other fun activities for the family. More info on Bay Fest
2011 can be found at wwuw.clubcruceros.org.

Apr. 29-May 1 — Loreto Fest and Cruisers' Music Festival.
This classic Baja event, started to clean up Puerto Escondido,
draws a very large crowd of cruisers and Baja land-travellers
for a chili cook-off, dinghy races and other water activities,
the Candeleros Classic race, and lots of participant-created
music. The goals are to have fun and raise lots of money for
Mexican charities in Puerto Escondido and Loreto. Visit www.
hiddenportyachtclub.com.

May 2-7 — The Sea of Cortez Sailing Week will be just
after Loreto Fest and sailed from Puerto Escondido 120 miles
south to La Paz, with plenty of stops and lay days along the
way. Don’t miss the potlucks, hiking, volleyball, snorkeling,
cocktail cruises, sunshine, instant friends and, of course,
some of the most fabulous sailing you will find. Entry fee of
$25 is a tax deductible donation to Fundacién Ayuda Nifios
(Foundation for Helping Children). The number of entries is
limited to ensure room for the entire fleet on the infamous
cocktail cruise aboard Profligate. Enter by emailing Patsy on
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THE DOVYLE DIFFERENCE

Doyle Sailmakers has the right mix of performance, durability,
value and service to earn your business.

We understand that when a sail lasts twice as long, it costs you
half as much.

We won’t over or under sell you. Our consultants will suggest a
fair priced product, precisely tailored to your needs.

Contact your local Doyle loft or visit doylesails.com.

BETTER ENGINEERED SAILS
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Strictly
-
PACIFIC

Jack London Square
April 14-17

DOYLE

doylesails.com
800-94-DOYLE
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SLAM Sailing Gear -2

Let’s face it, when it comes to combining form and function, nobody
beats the Italians. SLAM sailing apparel is yet another brilliant
example of how the Italians combine cutting edge technology with just
the right cut to create functional technical apparel that looks as good
as it works. Sleek, easy to wear and fully engineered to ensure that
you can sail hard without looking like you've been through the pasta
strainer. SLAM uses advanced fabrics and incorporates the kinds of
subtle features that can only come from the experience of actually
putting gear like this through its paces out on the water. This is high
quality stuff, with the inimitable sprezzatura that only Italian design
seems to have. See our whole range of SLAM sailing apparel online
at westmarine.com and in select store locations.

2 West Marine

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

CALENDAR

Talion at patsyfish@gmail.com

May 2-8 — If your post-Loreto Fest plans will take you
across the Sea, sign up for the 2nd Annual Lions Club Boat
Rally. Starting at Puerto Escondido, this rally will head north
and stop at San Juanico, Santo Domingo, Bahia Concepcion,
and Punta Chivato with a fiesta at Santa Rosalia on May 6
and the final fiesta at San Carlos on May 8. The $75 entry fee
goes to the Lions Club International, who will distribute it to
needy families. Info, go2sancarlos.com/events_regata2011.
htm or rallyinfomexico@yahoo.com.

June 24-26 — 6th Annual Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendez-
vous, hosted by Latitude 38 and Tahiti Tourisme. This free
event is focused on cross-cultural appreciation and includes a
cocktail party, a sailing rally to Moorea, Polynesian music and
dance performances, and cruiser participation in traditional
Tahitian sports — the highlight of which is the six-person
outrigger canoe races. Info, wwuw.pacificpuddlejump.com.

Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.

April Weekend Tides

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht.
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
4/02Sat 0541/0.7 1204/4.9 1736/1.2
HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
4/03Sun 0002/5.4 0613/0.4 1245/4.7 1806/1.5
4/09Sat 0316/5.3 1014/0.0 1800/3.9 2207/3.1
4/10Sun 0412/5.1 1116/0.1 1906/4.1 2331/3.1
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
4/16Sat 0438/-0.1 1109/5.2 1638/0.8 2311/6.3
4/17Sun 0526/-0.7 1208/5.2 1723/1.1 2349/6.5
HIGH Low HIGH LOW
4/23Sat 0343/5.4 1038/-0.4 1814/4.5 2310/2.8
4/24Sun 0446/5.0 1141/0.0 1916/4.6
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
4/30Sat 0446/0.4 1116/4.3 1624/1.7 2247/5.5
5/01Sun 0520/0.0 1202/4.3 1658/1.9 2313/5.6
April Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max
4/02Sat 0117 0407/3.8E 0749 1044/3.4F
1346 1625/3.3E 2000 2248/3.1F
4/03Sun 0144 0438/4.0E 0823 1117/3.4F
1427 1659/3.1E 2028 2315/2.9F
4/09Sat 0229/1.6F 0459 0849/3.7E
1246 1548/2.4F 1930 2131/1.5E
4/10Sun 0022 0331/1.5F 0601 0947/3.6E
1352 1655/2.5F 2033 2235/1.5E
4/16Sat 0016 0312/4.8E 0650 0948/4.3F
1257 1537/41E 1902 2155/4.0F
4/17Sun 0053 0357/5.4E 0738 1038/4.6F
1353 1626/3.9E 1945 2237/3.9F
4/23Sat 0006 0246/1.9F 0532 0852/4.0E
1307 1619/3.0F 1939 2147/1.6E
4/24Sun 0125 0359/1.6F 0642 0955/3.4E
1412 1731/2.8F 2039 2314/1.6E
4/30Sat 0004 0306/3.8E 0653 0955/3.3F
1252 1527/2.7E 1854 2144/2.9F
5/01Sun 0035 0337/4.1E 0729 1030/3.4F
1336 1601/2.7E 1926 2213/2.8F
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THE FREEDOM OF WIRELESS

WIRELESS INSTRUMENTS
FOR RACING

Tacktick by Suunto’s extensive range of wireless,
solar-powered marine instruments provides
critical information about your racing boat and
its surroundings.

Simple to use and easy to fit, the modular
Tacktick display units provide all the race data
you'll ever need. The use of superior Micronet

wireless technology also enables complete

reliability and confidence in your performance.

With the addition of Suunto precision
instruments, you can make informed split-
second decisions in any race.

To find out more, or to test a configuration
on your boat, visit our website.

~tacktick

RELESS
by SUUNTO
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G_‘ear
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Women’s
Jacket

We’ve improved our

Women’s

Third Reef Foul Weather Gear! ™

For years, thousands of boaters have chosen our Third Reef
waterproof gear for its unbeatable combination of quality,
durability and value. Now we’ve made it even better! Using
technically-advanced new fabric, Third Reef is now lighter,
easier to move in and more breathable, yet still provides com-
plete waterproof protection when you’re on the water. We've
also developed a version specifically to fit and function better
for women. So now there are even more reasons to choose
Third Reef. The world’s best-selling gear!

% West Marine

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

LATITUDE / LADONNA

LETTERS

1{WE ALL WANT TO PASS AS CATS

I really want a cat. Not a catamaran, because I'm a
monohull person. I mean a feline. And I want to know if it's
feasible to take a cat cruising with my partner and me.

You see, my old life made me puke — literally. It seemed to
consist of nothing but work, obligations, traffic and mindless
crap on television. My life had no soul. Not an ounce of it. I
was a cog in a gear of I don't know what. The funny thing is
that for the longest time, I didn't even realize it.

But I've changed. I gave up most of the trappings of the
high life for a basic monohull outfitted with basic cruising
gear. In exchange for sometimes pretending to enjoy pretend-
ing to be cool and hip, I've gained a connection with nature.
I'm not going to lie and tell you that it's always been an easy
transition, but the positives have
outweighed the negatives, and
it's becoming more that way all
the time.

The one thing that's been
missing in my life is the afore-
mentioned cat. I had one when
I was young, but was too busy to
have any animals once I joined
the rat race. But now my partner
says it would be cool to have a
cat — assuming that other cruis-
ers say it's not a big problem on
their boats.

I've read about all kinds of
We know Jay Hickman sails with cruisers who have cruised with
his cat Maceo aboard. all kinds of dogs — even huge
ones. But I haven't read about anybody cruising with a cat. I
would think that cats are more adaptable to boats than dogs,
but I don't know. Can I get some feedback?

Terry Lampthan
San Jose

Terry — We've never had a cat on a boat, so we'll put your
question to our readers. If we're not mistalken, the biggest prob-
lem with cats is that some have a tendency to want to jump
ship in foreign counties.

1| THE LAST OF THE ROMANTICS
My husband Chad is a sailor through and through — and
I have proof. As it was our anniversary, we recently went to
dinner alone. As we sipped our wine, I reached over, took his
hand and, looking into his eyes, said, "Tell me something
romantic."
"You look beautiful in foul weather gear," he responded
without missing a beat.
Lorie McNamee
Enter Laughing, Little Harbor 44
Portsmouth, RI

Lorie — So you fell for a smooth talker, did you?

1 {GIVING UP THE DREAM BECAUSE OF PIRATES

We've never taken piracy lightly, but after the incident
in which four Americans were taken hostage on the Marina
del Rey-based Davidson 58 Quest, and then killed by Somali
pirates, we take it very seriously. For our family of three,
piracy has changed the direction of, and our perspective on,
cruising.

On February 19, we began the passage which was to take
us west from Cochin, India, to Oman and the Red Sea. We

Page 28 e latitude 38 o April, 2011



Close to home...

Dock Yours Today

Now for a limited time you can get
your hands on a piece of the pristine
Channel Islands Harbor. Experience all
that the harbor has to offer and be just
a stone’s throw away from the majestic
scenic views of the Channel Islands.

CHANNEL

ISLANDS
HARBOR
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Boat Show Special!

Svendsen’s
Booth for the ._g?‘
largest selection
of Gill products on
the West Coast!

Strictly Sail Pacific

April 14 to 17
Qack London Square, Oakland

Svendsen’s
is Pre-Selling
a Limited
Number of
Laser World Boats after the 2011

Worlds Laser Master Championship.
Includes Dolly, New Sail, Blades and Rigging.
Great Deal - Save Big $$3!

Boats will be available August 13. First come,
first served. Deposit required. Call Alex or
James for further details: 510.521.8454.

Phone:

510.521.8454

1851 Clement Ave.,

Alameda Marina

Shop Online: svendsensmarine.com

COURTESY ESPRIT

SVENDSEN’'S BN

knew Quest had just been taken by pirates, but held to our
decision to go. Much forethought and planning had gone into
the decision to undertake this passage. The intelligence we
had stated that the pirates would attack with one skiff and
six to seven pirates, usually from the port quarter. Based on
this information, we purchased a shotgun, sharpened all our
knives and machetes, registered our passage with the U.K.
Maritime Trade Organization (UKMTO), the Maritime Security
Centre—Horn of Africa (MSCHOA), and the U.S. Maritime
Liaison Office (MARLO), and developed the following 'Piracy
Procedures', which were posted at the navigation station.

At first sign of a small boat far from shore, the person on
watch was to call all hands on deck, the engine was to be
turned on, and evasive action taken by changing direction
and speed, and shining the spotlight on the small boat. In
addition, the headsail was to be dropped, and my wife and
teenage son were to gather our weapons, which consisted of
a shotgun, machete, flare gun, spear gun, and other knives.
Katie was to prepare the boat for lockdown, turn on the SSB,
and set the VHF DSC distress setting to piracy, and lastly,
put out an information call on VHF 8 and 16.

If shots were fired or an attack seemed imminent, my son
Jamie and I would stay in the cockpit, while Katie went down
below. Katie would issue a mayday on VHF 8 and 16, and
SSB 2182, 16420, & 12290. She would also activate the DSC
on the VHF and the emergency alarm on the SSB.

Meanwhile, I would fire a warning shot and be prepared to
ram the pirate skiff. Katie would lock down the belowdecks,
control the boat from the nav station, and continue calling
for help on the radio.

In addition, we put Vaseline on the toe rails and lifelines
from the beam to the stern, which we found to be very effec-
tive. My son and I each wore a large knife on our belts at all
times, and Katie stood ready to quickly dress as a male.

On February 23, after fighting light headwinds for four
days, and having realized that we had damaged our Max Prop
in Cochin, we heard the news of the deaths of our friends
Scott and Jean Adam on Quest. We had cruised with the
couple in Tonga and New Zealand. In addition, we received
more intelligence that indicated the pirates were now using
two skiffs, and could have as many as 19 pirates making the
attack. News reports were also stating that the pirates had
started to torture their hostages.

At this point, we still had the most dense area of previ-
ous pirate attacks to pass through. So I sat my wife and son
down and, without
\ offering my opin-
ion, asked them
what they thought
we should do. So
it was as a fam-
ily that we made
the difficult deci-
sion to return to
Cochin. Although
there were reports
of pirates in our
path back to In-
dia, it was not as
high a risk as the area into which we'd been headed. Two days
later, the sailing vessel Ing was hijacked in the very position
where we would have been had we continued on our original
course.

When we turned back, we only had 800 miles to go to
Oman. But with the murder of our friends, it seemed that the

After learning of the murders aboard 'Quest', the
McWilliam Family chose to turn around in the
Arabian Sea rather than continue on to Oman.
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Introducing Our New 100-Ton Marine Travelift®
So Big, It Shall Remain Nameless.

It's true that our new Marine Travelift® is the biggest one around, and if your
boat is up to 100 feet long, or weighs up to 100 tons, our new baby can haul
your boat out with ease. The size of our new Travelift® might shock you, but the
size of your bill won't.

BAY/|VMARINE

—— BOATWORKS in-.
The Sailor’s Boatyard

310 W. Cutting Blvd. , Pt. Richmond, CA
1-800-900-6646 | 1-510-237-0140 | www.baymarineboatworks.com
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bearmark

BROKERAGE BOATS

Hanse 540 2008
Hanse 470 2009
Hanse 350 2008 & 2009 from
Nordic 40 1983
Catalina 36 1985
Hinckley 35 1963
Jason 35 1979
Flying Tiger 10m 2007
Contessa 34 1979
Ericson 32 1974
Wyliecat 30 2002

310 Harbor Dr. Sausalito, CA
415/332/2290
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LETTERS

pirates had now raised the bar from just the taking of hostages
to death. Further, we had damaged our prop in Cochin, so
our motoring speed was reduced by more than 20%, and our
fuel consumption increased by a similar amount. In addition,
the winds were light and the seas almost flat, giving too much
advantage to the pirates and their high-speed skiffs.

Some thoughts on the past two months: We sailed 1,500
miles in the Arabian Sea, and we ended up almost right where
we started. It used to be that we were very concerned about
the freighters and the weather when we were at sea. Now
the watch was all about looking for pirates. In the past, ship
crews usually didn't keep a good watch and we had to be
worried about being run down. But now the freighters keep
an excellent watch, and are worried when they see us — a
small boat — because we might be pirates.

We previously didn't give fishing boats a second thought —
except for how to stay out of their nets. Now our first thought
is to wonder if they're a mothership for pirates. For example,
when were about 180 miles off the Indian coast on our return
to Cochin through the Lakshadweep Islands, near where two
other pirate attacks had taken place, we noticed a ferry boat
stopped at dusk. Thinking it odd, we listened to some chatter
on the radio, then saw the ferry proceed south. We then spot-
ted a large black fishing boat — mothership? — on a course
that would intercept ours. We implemented our many security
procedures. After about 30 minutes, we realized that the ship
was not following us and therefore not a pirate. So we stood
down. But Katie was scared to death!

Some of you may be wondering why we chose to come this
route — as opposed to around South Africa — even though
we knew about pirates. We made the decision to continue on
our circumnavigation when we were in Southeast Asia, and
we thoroughly enjoyed our time in Sri Lanka and India. Since
that time, the pirate situation has escalated exponentially,
and expanded in area from a 600-mile route that was heavily
patrolled by the world’s military organizations, to one that
includes the entire Arabian Sea and Gulf of Aden, and part
of the Red Sea. It's a distance of over 2,000 miles.

Right now, we're feeling a lot of anger toward the pirates,
and it's frustrating, because there isn’t much we can do
about it. Not only have they taken the lives of friends and
held others hostage, but piracy has really taken the fun out
of cruising. People used to ask, “Don’t you get scared?" Even
one of the captains on a freighter we talked to in the Gulf of
Bengal asked us this question. Our answer has always been
“No.” Needless to say, that has changed, as piracy has added
a very real fear factor.

We chose to give up our goal of circumnavigating with Esprit
because of the pirates. It's a tremendous letdown for us to
have to ship her from the Maldives to Turkey instead of our
taking her on her own bottom. As a result, we'll end up doing
all but 1,500 miles of a circumnavigation on her bottom.

Chay, Katie & Jamie McWilliam
Esprit, Kelly-Peterson 46, Ha-Ha '03 vets
Colorado

1 {RUGERS VS. RPGS

The hijacking of Scott and Jean Adam's Marina del Rey-
based Davidson 58 Quest, and the subsequent murder of
them and their Seattle-based crew, Phyllis Macay and Bob
Riggle, should be sufficient cause to finally precipitate some
action against Somali piracy by the maritime powers — and
principally the United States.

We met and socialized with the Adams at Vuda Point in
Fiji two years ago while our boats were on the hard. They




THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling
applications. In fact, Vectran®is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tainsits shape over alonger life than any sailcloth we've ever
offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran®

is woven, not laminated to Mylar® film. And you can be

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the

same care and craftsmanship thathas been the Hood
hallmarkfor 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs

—whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft,

tight-weave Dacron® — give us a call today.

@D Sails & Service

@I New Sails
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@D Pickup & Delivery

Chesapeake

Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron

Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
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PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS

www.OutboundYachts.com
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AlS Made Easy!

Latest, most cost-effective
collision-avoidance solution

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers
enable AlS-capable chart plotters and navigation
software to see other vessels. AIS transponders
allow other vessels to see you.

MMSI: 312345678
Towing Vessel

346
47°44.296'N 122°27.312'W

Navigation software displaying AlS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS
solutions. Visit our web site for information on:
& AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
& AIS Transponders - including Class B AlS
& Navigation Software
& Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product
online and use
coupon code
“LAT38"to get free
shipping in the U.S.

For more information contact:

(866) 606-6143
www. MilltechMarine.com
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LETTERS

were decent people who were peaceably pursuing a common
dream. We did not see them again after they departed Fiji.

We believe that the U.S. Navy should take the lead in
searching out and destroying pirate vessels in the Arabian
Sea and Indian Ocean. There is no doubt we have the means
to locate these vessels. Once located, destroying or capturing
them at sea shouldn't present much difficulty. Second, U.S.
forces should take the lead in attacking and eliminating the
bases from which these pirates operate. Again, in most cases
these bases are known, and in many cases the leaders of the
various pirate groups are known.

We don't believe that it's necessary to locate and eliminate
all pirates or
pirate bases
to create an
effective de-
terrent to pi-
racy. It's just
necessary to
make piracy
an option
that even the
most ignorant

;":"- ~ of the crimi-
== nally-inclined
- ~ wouldn't want

Somali pirates are better armed than some small
armies. Machetes and handguns can't compete.

to choose.
You do this
by making it obvious that piracy will only result in disaster
and/or death for the pirates and their associates.

These actions should have been taken years ago, as a
small cadre of violent ignoramuses has been allowed to take
merchant vessels, private yachts, and hundreds of innocent
people as hostages. Merchant marine operators apparently
would rather pay higher insurance premiums than take ac-
tion to defend their vessels. Private yachts have been rendered
'victims in waiting' by legal barriers preventing their captains
and crews from arming themselves.

Our boat is presently at Langkawi, Malaysia. We will be
returning to her very soon, and will spend much of the year
enjoying Southeast Asia. In January of next year, when the
northeast monsoon season kicks in again, we will probably
make the passage across the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea,
and up the Red Sea into the Med. If we had our choice, we
would be armed. We've had a lifetime of experience in han-
dling weapons and are very comfortable with them. I have no
doubt that given weapons of choice, we could defend ourselves
against any pirates we'd be likely to encounter. However,
given the legal barriers to carrying almost any firearms on a
boat, we yachties have to choose between breaking the laws
of various countries or going unarmed.

But the fact is that few private vessels without arms can
defend themselves against even the most incompetent pirates.
So by default, military force must be used to prevent the seas
from being controlled by pirates. Jean, Scott, Phyllis and Bob
should be the last victims of Somali piracy.

P.S. We sailed non-stop from Humboldt Bay to the
Marquesas three years ago, and therefore missed the Ha-Ha.

Bill & Janet Wickman
Airstream, Radford 46
Humboldt Bay

Bill and Janet — We think you've got some good ideas and
some not-so-realistic ideas. A few years ago, a family on an
armed cruising boat reported that they had driven off pirates
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BLUE WATER
YACHT INSURANCE

Blue Water Yacht Insurance
covers more active cruising
boats than any other marine
agency in the Western
Hemisphere, and is the
leading innovator of
insurance products for
the offshore sailor.

Our Insurance
Programs Provide:

¢ Crew of two anywhere
¢ Worldwide Navigation
* Hawaii
e Caribbean
e South Pacific
e Mexico
¢ Charter Boats
e Multihulls
¢ | iveaboards

¢ Racing Boats

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years ¢ "Agreed Value"
"All Risks" ¢ "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $2,500,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans
at affordable prices.

Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167
Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com

Quote requests
Visit our website
www.bluewaterinsurance.com

COURTESY QUEST

LETTERS

in the Arabian Sea by killing one of them with a rifle as he
attempted to board a nearby cruising boat. They also t-boned
another pirate vessel, driving it away. But that was then and
this is now, and the arms race on the Arabian Sea has esca-
lated exponentially. Somali pirates no longer have just auto-
matic weapons, but also things like rocket-propelled grenades
(RPGs). If you were visited by pirates, it's highly likely you'd
be seriously outgunned.

Similarly, we're pretty dark on the concept of "attacking
and eliminating” pirate bases in Somalia. The last thing this
country needs is to get involved in another land altercation in
a country where there is no established order. And since there
are currently 684 hostages being held, that's just too many
innocent people who can be used as human shields.

Nonetheless, since the U.S. military budget is greater than
that of the next 14 countries combined, we think it's time to
either stop being impotent, or return the military budget to
taxpayers. And we think there is a solution. The Indian Ocean
and the Arabian Sea should be declared a weapons-free zone,
except for recognized navies. The U.S. should then take the
lead in boarding every vessel they can find and searching for
weapons. If any weapons are found, the vessel should im-
mediately be sunk and the crews given mandatory five-year
sentences in some desert hell-hole.

f{ASK NOT FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS

The emotions we've experienced since learning of the
senseless murder of the fellow cruisers on Quest and their
two crew have ranged from shock to fear to anger. Although
we'd never had the pleasure of meeting any of the four, we've
also felt a sense of loss.

In the end, however, the question seems to be whether it's
better to meet your end while in the process of living your
dream, or never dare venture outside your home. I guess that
is a question that each of us has to answer for ourselves based
on our philosophy of life.

Our thoughts and best wishes go out to the families and
friends of these four adventurers, who I am sure will be sadly
missed by many.

John & Leanne Hembrow
Red Sky, Moody 54
Mt. Warren Park, Queensland, Australia

John and Leanne — We don't think the choice is quite as stark
as you malke it out to be. No matter where you go, from San
Diego to Sydney, there is some element of risk and danger. But
the amount of that risk is substantially different depending on
where you cruise.
We don't think the
Adams were do-
ing anything par-
ticularly risky, as
the percentage of
yachts that have
been hijacked there
had been very low,
particularly in re-
cent years, and the
number of yachties
that have ended up
getting killed had been much smaller still. Indeed, West Marine
founder Randy Repass and the crew on his Wylie 66 Conver-
gence had considered all of the risk factors just a few days
before for that same route, and decided those risks were quite
small. Of course, if there is a .1% chance of the crew of a boat

Four innocent lives were lost aboard 'Quest' for
no apparent reason.
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EFG BANK = AN EXCITING CHAMPIONSHIP
201 VIPER 640 CIRCUIT FOR THREE PERSON

PAN AMERICAN ::;:1::“3-
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being hijaclked and killed, it means that it's going to happen to
someone. Tragically, we think those on Quest just happened
to be in that very small percentage, having been in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

1JOFF WITH THEIR HEADS!

As far as I'm concerned, it's really time to do something
about the Somali pirates. Shipping companies should pay
mercenaries to take out any and all pirates instead of just
paying the ransoms.

Greg Clausen
Wisdom, Santana 30/30
Tiburon

Greg — Are your sure you want to have shipping compa-
nies hiring mercenaries to kill pirates? We think it's the job of
governments rather than private armies — although our belief
is waning.

f{WE DON'T JUST RISK OUR LIVES

As cruisers of just two years, we already know that the
cruising lifestyle comprises two elements that many times are
in conflict with each other. One is independence, the other is
risk. As a group, we cruisers are independent enough to go
where we want, which sometimes leads to risky situations.
Every cruiser has some kind of risk management plan based
on the information available at the time. We are constantly
assessing the weather, water depths, sea conditions and many
other factors that affect us.

One factor that sometimes is overlooked is how our risk
affects others not onboard. In the case of Quest, the risk to
themselves and others was substantial. Even though there
have been few incidents like this before, where the hostages
are killed, one could have surmised that bad guys could be
in the area they were transiting and that any rescue effort
could be very risky.

If there is anything to learn from this tragedy, it may be
that, as independent as we are, we may have to rely on others
in overwhelming situations, and this may put them in peril.

Our sincere condolences to the families of the crew aboard
Quest.

John & Bridget Wilson
Sailsoon, Sabre 34 MK I
Ventura

fU{DON'T KID YOURSELF — THIS IS WAR

As were most readers of Latitude, I was horrified by the
news of the killing of the Adams and of their crew by Somali
pirates.

What bothers me the most is the almost blasé attitude of
the United States government. Is it me, a retired U.S. Navy
vet, or has someone changed the definition of 'pirate'? They
are the scum of the earth, and the more we 'handle them
with kid gloves', the more we deserve to have to accept the
results.

I say bull crap! These pirates deserve nothing better than
to be publicly removed from society — forever. They shouldn't
get lawyers, deals, or even the right to be heard on their hor-
rible lives. It has long been the 'law of the sea' to deal with
pirates. What they are doing is not some ride at Disneyland
or harmless game, it's using the lives of innocent people to
try to extort money. Any country that allows them in is also
guilty of harboring criminals.

I feel that it's time to go over to Somalia and reclaim all
the hostages that are being held, as well as their personal
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property. We don't need to even declare war, as they already
have.

My hats are off to the Special Forces, although they only
killed two of the pirates. If it had been me, I would've cut their
arms and legs off and used their bodies as shark chum.

Steve Denney
Break Time, Yorktown 39
Pittsburg

Steve — Once again, we're afraid that going to Somalia and
trying to reclaim the hostages wouldn't be quite as simple as
you think, and that a lot of lives, innocent and otherwise, would
be lost. We much prefer the idea that the Indian Ocean and
Arabian Sea be declared a 'weapons free zone’, that discovered
pirate vessels be used for target practice, and their crews re-
ceive mandatory long sentences — instead of taxpayer-funded
lawyers and country club prisons. But we couldn't agree more
that international impotence on this matter has made piracy
an attractive career alternative for desperate Somalis.

11230 SAILS AND COUNTING

Several months ago, Latitude wondered if anyone kept a
proper log of the times they've been sailing. I bought my boat
in September of '04, and have indeed kept a log of all out-
ings. That's how I know there have been 230 of them. I record
where I sail, the wind conditions, the distance travelled, the
top speed, and any adventures I have. Ninety-nine percent of
the time I sail by myself on the Bay, but once I did take my
boat down to Half Moon Bay with a friend.

I'm retired, so my log book will provide me with good read-
ing and fond memories when I'm no longer physically able to
sail.

By the way, in January my 20-year-old Guest battery
charger finally bit the dust. So I went to see Anders Johan-

! sson at Swedish

Marine, one of your

. advertisers, who

i -2 sold me a replace-

ment. Chris, one
of his employees,
installed it. In the
weeks that fol-
lowed, there were
a few issues with
the charger. But

each time I called
pressive 230 times over the past 6%zyears —that Anders, he was
works out to about three times a month.

N -
._.—-L—‘_-!!_*'_"%

Bob Harrison has sailed 'Fortune Hunter' an im-

more than happy
to make every effort — including sending Chris out several
more times, and once coming out himself — to make sure I
was happy. I appreciate his desire to make sure his customer
was completely satisfied.

Bob Harrison
Fortune Hunter, Hunter 30
Marina Bay, Richmond

1 THE HORROR! THE HORROR!

I think it's time to alert the sailing community — and the
whole Bay Area — to the plans for development of Treasure
Island. I had no idea what was going on until I heard on the
radio that the developer may agree to take 200 feet off what
was to be a 650-ft residential tower. Horrors!

Just as San Francisco allowed the monstrosity of a tower
that is near the end of the Bay Bridge to enrich a developer,
cater to wealthy buyers with dramatic unencumbered views,
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and give a giant "single digit salute" to the rest of the Bay Area,
now they want to duplicate it on Treasure Island. That's my
view, anyway.

The development plans and an artist's depiction are at
wwuw.sftreasureisland.org/index.aspx?page=6.

Instead of a beautiful open Bay between the Cityfront and
Treasure Island, the current proposal will now wall in a sig-
nificant part of the approach to the Bay Bridge between build-

THE ULTRAFEED" LSZ-1 SEWING MACHINE

st iron, power-house 2igzag and straight stitch sewing

A2
{ mate when it comes to making quick

machine. Your firs

repairs and sewing through lay
sailcloth from the dock or below d
|eave hame without one.

5 of heavy canyas or
eck. Mo sailor should

COURTESY TIDA

www.sallrite.com

The proposed Sun Tower — an homage to the Tower of the Sun built
for the 1939 World's Fair — will likely be somewhere between 450 to
650 feet tall. The Transamerica Pyramid is 853 feet tall.

ings on both sides, with a 450-ft — or worse — "single digit"
to match the single digit on the other end of the bridge.
Note that the artist drew aerial views. That makes the build-
ings look smaller. Nothing about them will look small from
the water, from the City waterfront or other approaches.
The Bay Area needs to know!!
Eliot Hudson
Gatecrasher, C&C 41
San Francisco

Eliot — While our feelings aren't particularly strong about
this matter, we think a good argument can be made for turn-
ing Treasure Island into a mini Manhattan, with scores of tall
towers. After all, such construction would bring much needed

Jobs, it would dramatically increase San Francisco’s tax base,

and dense urban living is said to be the least destructive to
the environment. We may be wrong, but it also seems to us
that the Bay Area has become way too dreary and ossified.
Furthermore, we kind of like the idea of tall buildings creating
a funky lee similar to the one to the east of Angel Island.

But as we said, our feelings aren't that strong about the
issue.

fJA LITTLE BIT ABOUT EVERYTHING

I always love the Letters section of Latitude, and sometimes
have even been tempted to respond. This time I couldn't re-
sist.

First, the wonderful flashlight rant. It's true, flashlights
aren't very reliable. I have long since changed to the headband
variety sold in mountaineering stores, as they not only work,
but they also send the beam in the direction you're looking.
But here's a big flash for makers of 'marine' flashlights —
boats move. So why would you design a round flashlight for
a boat? Square would work. Rectangular would work. Trian-
gular would work. The only common shape that doesn't work
is round. Geddit?

Secondly, I wanted to comment on the situation in Mexico.
I have been 'robbed' twice in Puerto Vallarta. I was skipper of
arather large motoryacht in Marina Vallarta, and the owners
had gone off to maximize profits in some Third World country,

"FREE CATALOG | 800.348.2769
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so I invited my 15-year-old son to visit me from Canada. As is
the case with many males who haven't yet attained maturity,
he was immediately attracted to Jet Skis. When he returned
the first day, I watched him slow down to an idle as he ap-
proached the occupied section of the channel. Nevertheless,
he picked up a patrol boat tail that followed him to the moth-
ership. He was given a ticket for speeding.

The motoryacht was large enough that we had an agent, so
the next day the agent, my son and I went to the harbormaster.
We explained that my son had slowed down before coming
near any boats in the channel. The Harbormaster replied that
it was necessary to slow down before entering the outside
channel. We replied that there were no speed signs, and my
son had observed good seamanship. We got no joy, so $500
was 'stolen'.

The next day, while coming off a wave, my son caught the
handlebars of the Jet Ski under his chin. It was a small cut
that required two stitches and five minutes at the clinic next
to the entrance to the marina. The $300 fee may not seem like
robbery to people who have not been held for ransom by the
American Medical Association for the last couple of years.

Finally, on the subject of Latitude's Ocean 71 Big O, I was
hired to deliver the Big O from Cabo to Vancouver, B.C. in
February of . . . sometime in the late '90s. It was an El Nino
year, and — as some ex-pat screaming down the dock at 5
a.m. tried to point out — every harbor from Mexico to Tatoosh
Island was closed due to shitty weather. But the Ocean 71 was
a great boat. She was very strong but, like most boats of that
era, suffered from being pretty squirrely in a following sea. I
remember we had squalls from astern up in the 50-knot range.
The boat had been terribly neglected, so we were pretty wet
with leaky hatches and
whatever, but no real
fear. Okay, one deck-
hand did try to swim
ashore at San Francisco,
but the anticipation is
always worse than real-
ity. The trick when go-
ing north to the Pacific
Northwest is to do it in
winter — but without
a time schedule. That
way you can just let the lows roll through, then pick up the
southwesterlies that follow. Then duck in and wait and do
it again.

Big O is now called the Ocean Light II, and is doing won-
derful grizzly bear and 'spirit bear' adventure tours in Canada
and Southeast Alaska. She's been completely refurbished and
is in great condition.

'Ocean Light II', ex-'B:g O', now plles
much colder waters.

Peter M. Heiberg
Scaramouche V, Palmer Johnson 49
Victoria, B.C.

Peter — You think you got robbed’ in Puerto Vallarta? That
was nothing. According to a recent article in the Los Angeles
Times, the California prison guards union has rules that require
California taxpayers to spend $35 million a year for guards to
watch over a mere 31 prisoners who are so ill they are often
unconscious or are attached to life-sustaining equipment such
as ventilators in hospitals. Despite the prisoners’ having their
ankles manacled to beds, union rules require that each of
the near-dead be guarded by three full-time guards. Because
the work is so effortless, these gigs are said to be prized by
guards with the most seniority — meaning the ones with the
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most experience. No wonder California is considered to be the
most dynamic state in the Union, with an endless string of
businesses beating down the door just to get a _foothold in the
Golden State.

As for Big O, nothing does our heart better than to know that
she’s been completely restored and is doing great. We owned
her for something like 11 years, mostly in the Caribbean, where
she’s still remembered for revelry and — why not admit it? —
some good-natured debauchery. Big O was pretty rough when
we bought her, got used pretty hard, and we certainly didn't
have the kind of money necessary to rebuild a yacht of that
size. Nonetheless, she was the best boat we’ve ever been on in
rough weather. One night in the days before things like marine
weather forecasts, we and our young kids set sail on her from
Greece to Turkey when the wind came up really strong. All we
had to do was drop the main and go under staysail and miz-
zen, and Big O left everyone feeling secure. There was another
time off Cuba when a huge squall line came through with 50
knots of wind. We suppose we were lazy, because we didn't
even bother to reef or strilce the main. But once again, Big O
handled the breeze with aplomb. God, we loved that boat.

1{A BONE IN HER TEETH

The March issue cover of Latitude is gorgeous! I'd love
to know the name of the beautiful schooner. Is she, by any
chance, Contessa del Mar?

I don't like to show my ignorance, but I guess I'm not salty
enough to know what is meant by the expression "bone in
her teeth," which you used to described the schooner on the
cover as having.

Mo Newman
Planet Earth

schooner is the 65-ft Juno, which was designed and built by
Gannon & Benjamin of Martha's Vineyard for one of America’s
she was built planic-on-frame, just as
wooden boats were built 100 years

f the May issue of Latitude.

That Juno appears on the cover
day, we asked the staff what they
had lined up for a cover. When the
archives and pulled out the shot of

You'll learn more about juno from a few years back. Annie
Technically, the term 'bone in her teeth’ describes when a
boat is well underway and the water being driven by the bow is

Mo — Thanks for the kind words about the cover. The

most affluent families. Except for more modern sealants and

; adhesives — and hockey pucks! —

¥ ago. You can read more about Nat

Benjamin's love for wooden boats in

at all is something of a fluke. With

the printer needing a cover the next

response was, "Nothing special,”

we dipped into our Caribbean photo

Juno'in the May issue. Bates-Winship then worked her

graphic magic on the photo. We're glad you liked it.

pushed to the sides of the boat without spraying over the bow.

In more recent times, it just means a boat that's hauling ass.

fUIT'S AN INSTRUMENT OF SELF-DEFENSE

I feel the pain of the reader who has had so much trouble
with flashlights on boats — especially with regard to those
silly multi-LED compact lights. It doesn't seem to matter what
model or manufacturer, they just won't keep working.

On the other hand, I unreservedly recommend the Fenix
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LDO1 three-level CREE LED flashlight available from Amazon.
All of Fenix's stuff seems to be well-made, but this pricey —
$40 — little beast consistently delivers a whopping 85 lumens
from a single AAA battery in a keychain-sized flashlight. It's
sure to please.

It actually has three modes. It initially comes on at 28
lumens, which itself is surprisingly bright. Turn it off and
on again quickly, and it shines at a lower nine lumens for
longest battery life. Off and on again once more, and it shines
at 85 lumens — a truly astounding output from such a little
device. I amaze the gearheads every time I have a chance to
demonstrate it.

By the way, 85 lumens almost approaches the level of an
instrument of self-
defense, as it can defi-
nitely ruin the night
vision of an intruder
or attacker. Sailing
into Olympia at night,
I use the Fenix to spot
the buoys in the turn-
ing basin. My big old
Mag-Lite won't light
up the buoys' reflec-
tive numerals, but my

AMAZON.COM

Paul swears by his 85-lumen Fenix.

little Fenix does just fine.

The flashing design is simplicity itself — a rotating lens
housing screwed to a solid battery case with an o-ring seal.
I've tied mine to a line with a magnet and, when trying to
retrieve my cell phone at night, dipped it in six feet of Puget
Sound seawater. I later realized I'd taken too much of a risk
with a device I value far more than my cheapo cell phone! But
the flashlight continued to work fine — though I did take the
precaution of rinsing it, disassembling it, and letting it dry
completely.

Paul Brogger
Mid-Life Cruises, San Juan 28
Olympia, WA

/MY FAVORITE FLASHLIGHT
My favorite flashlight is an Underwater Kinetics Mini Q40,
a AA-battery-powered dive light that is waterproof to 500
feet. I recently sailed to Tahiti and didn't go on deck at night
without one in my pocket. It comes in incandescent and LED

models.

Ken Harris
Alameda

1{"I SECOND THE MINI Q40 LIGHT"

Latitude recently groused about the quality and reliability
of flashlights. But I've got one I really like — the bright and
indestructible Underwater Kinetics UK Mini @40 Xenon Dive
Light with Mask Strap

I use it almost every day on my sailboat, and I've never had
a problem with it. I've dragged this light through desert and
jungles, and it still looks almost new. Although I haven't put
it to the test, it's said to be waterproof to depths of 500 feet,
so it should easily handle any spray on a sailboat.

It seems that the older model I have has been discontinued,
but I'm guessing that the new LED version will be as good if
not better.

Adam Katz
As-Yet-Unnamed Ericson 29
Alameda
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Nelson’s Marine, Inc.
Alameda
(510) 814-1858

UK Sailmakers,
San Francisco
Alameda

(510) 523-3966

Emerald Point Marina
Alamo (925) 684-2388

Avalon Harbor Marine
Avalon (310) 510-0535

Island Marine Fuel
Balboa Island
(949) 673-1103

McAvoy Yacht Harbor
Bay Point
(925) 458-2568

Sugar Barge Resort & Marina
Bethel Island
(800) 799-4100

Orwood Resort
Brentwood
(925) 634-7181

Newport Boats
Corona
(951) 371-8996

Sea and Ski Marine Inc.
Costa Mesa
(949) 646-7813

Seaton’s Marine Service
Discovery Bay
(925) 516-7678

Walker Marine
541-8514
Service Center

El Dorado Hills
(916) 358-5004
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Emeryville Marina
Emeryville
(510) 654-3716

Emeryville Yacht Club
Emeryville
(510) 428-0505

Lake Sonoma Resort Area
Geyserville
(707) 433-2200

Whiskey Slough Marina
Holt (209) 942-4588

Mariners Point Fuel Dock
Huntington Beach
(562) 592-4975

Spindrift Marina
Isleton (916) 777-6041

Ferndale Resort & Marina
Kelseyville
(707) 279-4866

Liquid Wrenches
Livermore
(925) 961-1670

Tower Park Marina Resort
Lodi (209) 369-1041

Alamitos Bay Marine
Long Beach

(562) 594-0888
Shoreline Marine Fuels

Long Beach
(562) 436-4430

Longheach

Marina Del Rey
(310) 8221203

Il’.-.

Martinez Marina
Martinez
(925) 313-0942

Newport Boats
Newport Beach
(949) 646-8888

Newport Harbor Shipyard
Newport Beach
(949) 723-6800

UK Sailmakers, Newport
Beach Office

Newport Beach

(949) 723-9270

Big Break Marina
Oakley (925) 679-0900

NorCal Mastercraft
Pleasanton
(925) 460-9216

Quantum Pacific
Point Richmond
(510) 234-4334

Marine Service Center
Rancho Cordova
(916) 638-7935

Marina Bay Yacht Harbor
Richmond
(510) 236-1013

Outrigger Marina
Rio Vista
(916) 777-4646

Sacramento Marina
Sacramento
{916) 808-5712

San Diego
(619) 224-7544

Harbor Island Fuel Dock
San Diego
(619) 291-6443

Harbor Island Fuel Dock
San Diego
(619) 291-6443

High Seas Fuel Dock
San Diego
(619) 523-2980

Pearson Marine Fuels
San Diego
(619) 222-7084

Quantum San Diego
San Diego
(619) 226-2422

Sea Lube San Diego (619)
294-3810

Shelter Cove Marina
San Diego
(410) 287-9400

Sunroad Resort Marina
San Diego
(800) 350-0736

Sunset Marine
San Diego
(619) 222-1634

UK Sailmakers Southern
California

San Diego

(619) 226-2131

Pier 39 Marina
San Frangisco
(415) 705-5436

Quthoard Inboard Marine
Repair
San Jose

. (408) 297-3347

San Leandro Marina
San Leandro
(510) 577-3490

ABCO Marine Services
San Pedro
(310) 514-1621

Euro Sail Charters
San Pedro
(310) 831-2363

Jankovich & Sons
San Pedro
(310) 547-3305

0il of LA Foundation
San Pedro
(310) 748-5246

Loch Lomond Marina
San Rafael
(415) 454-7228

Redding Boat Works
Shasta Lake
(530) 275-1495

Drake Marine South
San Francisco
(650) 588-3015

5 Star Marina
Stockton
(209) 466-7223

Bullfrog Marina
Stockton
(209) 465-9610

Stockton
{209) 951-2188

Stockton Downton Marina
Stockton
{209) 462-4200

Visit www.BoatUS.com/MSL to find Cooperating Marinas near you.
Only Members get the discounts. Call 800-395-2628 and join TODAY!

Tiki Lagun Resort & Marina
Stockton
(800) 338-7176

Union Point Resort
Stockton
(209) 948-4294

Windmill Cove Resort &
Marina

Stockton

(209) 948-6995

City of Suisun City Marina
Suisun City
(707) 429-2628

Tracy Oasis Marina-Resort
Tracy (209) 835-3182

Stewart’s Marine Service
Truckee
(530) 582-8776

Glen Cove Marina
Vallejo
(707) 552-3236

Vallejo Municipal Marina
Vallejo
(707) 648-4370

Cerritos Yacht Anchorage
Wilmington
(310) 834-4737

South Bay Marine
Wilmington

(310) 833-1450
Yacht Centre
Wilmington

(310) 834-5016

Yacht Haven Marina

Markley Cove Resort
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SCHOONMAKER

Point MARINA
e IN SAUSALITO

160-Berth Marina in one of the
most beautiful spots on the Bay

* Visitor berths ¢ Guest moorage up to 220 ft.
e 35-ft to 75-ft slips * Pumpouts ¢ Marine services
* Dry Storage Available ¢ Three-ton hoist
* Restaurant * Beach ¢ Rowing * Kayaking

Sausalito's Finest Marina

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205
SAUSALITO, CA 94965

4153315550
FrAx 4153318523

www.schoonmakermarina.com

LETTERS

Readers — Adam’s recommended flashlight costs about $25

when purchased online. And wonder of wonders, it's "proudly
made in the United States."”

1 {OUR FLASHLIGHT HAS WORKED FOR YEARS

We're sad to hear that some folks have bad luck with such
a simple device as a flashlight. We have one flashlight that has
worked perfectly for years, and it's usually the one I grab first.
It was originally a headlight from a bicycle that was stolen out
of the Ala Wai Marine yard in '93. Since we live aboard and
cruise a small boat, we try to make every piece of equipment
do double duty whenever possible — so our bike lights are
usually pressed into service as flashlights. We've had good
luck with it.

We just replaced the old 6-volt dry cell-powered spotlight
that came with the boat in '90 with a new LED model — but
only because the new one is a lot brighter and more compact.
True, we have had some flashlight failures, but usually we
can clean the contacts and replace the batteries to get years
of life out of them.

Chuck & Laura Rose
Lealea, Albin Vega 27
Honolulu / Currently in the South Bay

Chuck and Laura — Shine on! You and your ancient lights
belong in the Flashlight Hall of Fame. In this ever more dispos-
able world, we love the fact that you've gotten so much life out
of those lights.

11$100 WELL SPENT

I read the complaints about flashlights in the March issue
of Latitude. Tom, my son, gave me a rechargeable Streamlight
flashlight that he used in the police department. I have had
these flashlights on my schooner, Dauntless, for 26 years,
keeping one in the cockpit during trips and having one
mounted on the bulkhead next to my bunk.

The Streamlight is guaranteed for life. I had to replace the
battery in one of them, and that cost me $10. The switches
and bulbs are replaced for free when you take them in. They
cost $100, but they are worry-free and shine a beam that
can't be beat.

It's possible to wire the flashlight directly into your 12-volt
system, but there's also a transformer that comes with it so
you can recharge on 110 volts, too.

Buy the Streamlight where police equipment is sold.

P.S. Do you have any information on the beautiful schooner
that appeared on the cover of the March issue of Latitude?

Paul Plotts
Dauntless, 71-ft Alden schooner
San Diego

Paul — As previously noted, the schooner on the cover is
the 65-ft Juno that was built in the traditional manner by the
Benjamin & Gannon yard of Vineyard Haven, MA.

f{"I CRITICIZE ANONYMOUSLY AND ERRONEOUSLY"

Despite murder and mayhem south of the U.S. border,
you continue to entice innocents into these areas. I presume
that you saw the story about cruisers Jean Pierre Bouhard
and Dan North, who allegedly were murdered by charter boat
skipper Javier Martin.

Your advice is bound to catch up with you tragically some-
time in the future. You would provide the best service to your
readers by informing them of the risks and advising caution.

The Laughing Rose Pearl
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reasons why boaters choose

BERKELEY MARINA

Direct Access to the Bay
The best boating experience as soon as you leave
the harbor!

A Great Setting

Berkeley Marina is just a great setting! Cesar Chavez
Park, Shorebird Nature Center, four restaurants &
unsurpassed views!

Sailing Schools & Clubs
OCSC Sailing, Cal Sailing Club, Cal Adventures — More
chances for learning & community!

Berkeley Yacht Club

One of the friendliest clubs on the bay - Get involved:

racing, cruising, social activities... Now - membership
fee waived!

Berkeley Marine Center
One of the Bay Area’s most popular, full-service
boat yards!

Liveaboard Permits Available

Make Berkeley Marina your home!

Free WiFi

The Marina now offers free WiFi access to the internet.

Full Amenities

Berther-only bathrooms, laundry facilities, gated docks...

Fuel Dock & Pumpout Stations

Open 7 days a week. Also — mobile pumpout service!

Much More!

Bait shop & deli, launch ramp, hoists, fish cleaning
stations, paved parking, free washdowns for
trailered boats...

Contact the Marina Office for details

dTY ©F BERKELEY

PARKS RECREATION AND WATERFRONT

It's a boating community!

Berkeley Marina Office
201 University Ave. ¢ 510-981-6740
Visit our website at: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina
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EVOIlution Winches

Customer Focused

info@lewmar.com
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winches.

Features

* 3 great finishes -
black alloy, gray alloy
& chromed bronze

* Easy to senvice -
no lools required

* T year waranty

+ Convertible to electric

www.lewmar.com

LETTERS

T.L.R.P. — We don't know if you've missed a lot of issues or
are just lacking in reading comprehension, but we've been in-
forming readers of the risks and advising caution all along. And
that goes for the United States, too, where statistics suggest that
the risks of being a victim of "murder and mayhem" are much
greater in places such as Oakland, Richmond, and Stockton
than they are in Mexico, Central America, and Panama. By the
way, are you suggesting that we can best serve our readers
by advising them not to do events such as the Delta Ditch Run
to Stockton?

Perhaps you've noticed that we haven't published any let-
ters_from cruisers who, fearing for their personal safety, have
returned to the United States from Mexico and Central America.
We haven't published any because we haven't received a single
one. So if youre suggesting that were somehow managing
the news to present a Pollyannaish portrait of cruising south
of the border, you're wrong. Indeed, most cruisers tell us they
feel as safe south of the border than they do in the States, if
not safer.

As for your broad statement about "murder and mayhem
south of the border,” that's a wild generalization that suggests
monumental ignorance on your part. Do you really think that
the personal safety risks are as great in peaceful Puerto Vallarta
at they are in the 1,500-mile-distant shooting gallery that is
Juarez? Or in the shooting gallery that is Oakland? Where you
are in Mexico, as where you are in the United States, determines
how great the risk is to your personal safety. And to date, the
Pacific Coast of Mexico has been very safe for cruisers. But as
we've repeatedly said, if that changes, we'll be the first to let
you know. And now we're saying that Acapulco — and the once
wonderful Acapulco YC — might better be left off the itinerary.
No cruisers have been hurt there, but it's the one place on the
Pacific Coast where there has been a bunch of violence. In
addition, if you read Changes, you can note the experience of
Bill and Grace Bodle at the yacht club there.

By the way, here are some fun facts about Mexico: The
economy grew at 4.5% during 10, and predictions for this year
vary from 3.6% to 4.8%. And despite the narco violence, Mexico
had the greatest increase — 53% — of foreign direct investment
of any country in Latin America. You may not believe in Mexico,
but foreign businesses with big bucks apparently do.

As for the tragic murders in Panama, you obviously missed
not only February 16’s 'Lectronic Latitude on the subject, but
also the Sightings piece in the March issue.

T THINGS CAN GO MISSING ANYWHERE

I read the letter from the ever-entertaining Mr. Kremer
about his dink going missing in Mazatlan, and Latitude's
response about how it would have made sense to enlarge the
list of usual suspects to include “other cruisers.”

Back in January, a couple we had the pleasure of spending
time with when they were passing through Monterey last year
— and who are now in Mazatlan — had someone snag their
dinghy. It was a foggy night, the painter was cut — making it
sound familiar. We don’t know who did it and will never know
why, but it's safe to assume they will never see that particular
dink again.

Having said that, and having had the unique experience
of sharing several months of dock time with Mr. Kremer in
Monterey, I would like to remind him that while he was in
Monterey, our dink was stolen from our boat here. Fortunately
for us, we were victimized by a truly misguided person who
then tied our dinghy to the back of his boat — at the end of
our dock! So we had an exceptionally easy recovery.

To us, it was just a reminder that things go missing — no
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Almar Marinas

Join one Almar Marina and you have reciprocal privileges at any of
Almar’s 17 locations from San Francisco to San Diego and out to Hawaii.
Programs included in your slips fees:*Boat Handling Classes*Navigation
Courses*Electrical Courses*Anchor Outs*Seminars on Local Destinations.

almar.com

EST. 1973
S5an Diego®Cabrillo Isle Marina®Marina del Rey™Marina del Rey Marina®Channel Islands Harbor® Bahia Marina®

Anacapa lsle Marina® Peninsula Marina*Westport Marina®*Ventura Harbor*Ventura Isle Marina®5an Francisco
Bay®Treasure Isle Marina®Jack London Square®lack London Square Marina®Oakland*NEast Basin Marina
“WWest Basin Marina®Embarcadero Marina®Union Point Marina®Alameda®Ballena 1sle Marina®Martinez™
*Martinez Marina®CA Delta®RiverPoint Landing®Honolulu®Kewalo Basin Harbor®Oahu®lroguois Marina®
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SOUTH

HARB OR

South Beach Harbor is a great

way to experience San Francisco.
Boats of all sizes are welcome in our
protected deepwater harbor. Bring
vour boat to South Beach and enjoy
all the attractions of the city.

Two guest docks for boats up to 1257
20 guest berths up to 50°

Casual and fine dining nearby
Adjacent to AT&T Park

Easy access to transporation

24 hour security

Free pump-out stations

For Reservations:
415.495.4911 (x1111)

fax: 415.512.1351
sb.harbor@sfgov.org
www.southbeachharbor.com
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matter where you are, or sometimes even how careful you are.

We love Mexico and travel there whenever possible. It never

hurts to be reasonably cautious or vigilant, but that applies
north of the border, too.

The Dakans

Yo, Cheoy Lee Offshore 27

Monterey

1 JAFGHANISTAN IS SAFER THAN THE SEA OF CORTEZ?

The publisher and staff at Latitude do an outstanding job
of keeping the cruising community informed. So I'm always a
bit bummed when I can't get my hands on the current edition
of Latitude.

We keep our boat in San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico, and have
never experienced any problems with the government or the
drug cartels. We firmly believe that the violence in Mexico —
and it certainly is a huge problem — has very little effect on
cruisers. We love Mexico, the people, and the culture.

We live in Rio Rico, Arizona, about 10 miles above the
Nogales border, and not too far from the U.S. Army base at
Fort Huachuca. We've lived here two years, and have never
seen an illegal immigrant on our property. We were told that
it was a huge problem in our immediate area, but it's sim-
ply not true. The area is quiet and relatively crime-free. For
example, last month the nearby U.S. city of Nogales had its
first homicide in three years.

My wife and I wanted to invite combat veterans down to our
boat — at our expense — to fish and dive in the Sea of Cortez.
I contacted the Fort to try to arrange it, but was advised that
Mexico was far too dangerous for our soldiers! And therefore
the Army couldn't sanction our plan.

We were really pissed at the Army over their decision. Our
brave young men and women can fight in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, where they are targeted for death, but a boating trip in
the Sea of Cortez is too dangerous? Clearly the brass at the
Fort are not informed — or have spent too much time listening
to the local news media. There are hundreds and hundreds of
gringos happily living in San Carlos who regularly commute
between Mexico and the United States. Many of them are in
their 80s and 90s. We simply have not had a problem in our
area.

On a different subject, several years ago my wife and I
cruised to Central America on our trawler, and spent about a
year in Costa Rica and Panama. We had a great time and didn't
experience any serious problems. We're ready to return to the
area this November, but I do have one question for your staff
or readers: How expensive is diesel fuel in Central America
and the Caribbean? We know about the cost in Mexico, but
not about other areas. Any help would be appreciated.

Tom & Judy Blandford
M/V Imagine Me and You
San Carlos (Sonora), Mexico

Tom and Judy — Thanks for the kind words. And be advised
that all issues of Latitude are available for free online at www.
latitude38.com. And man, do the photos ever pop when they
are electronic as opposed to on newsprint!

That the U.S. military won't let you host combat veterans on
a fishing and diving expedition in the Sea of Cortez because
the military thinks it's too dangerous is yet more evidence to
us that U.S. policy is set by some of the most ignorant people
in the world. If they want to protect U.S. soldiers_from random
violence, simple logic would dictate that places like St. Louis,
Detroit and Oakland — which are many times more dangerous
than the Sea of Cortez — be made off-limits to combat soldiers.
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Effortless Beauty...
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Experience a sense of belonging at Dana Point Harbor. It is not just
DANA POINT HARBOR | 2 haror itis 2 welcoming community and a simple lifestyle that

ORANGE COUNTY, CA——— | makes you feel at home.
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MARINA RIVIERA NAYARIT

AT LA CRUZ

MORE THAN 340 VESSEL
CAPACITY (30-400 Ft)

FUEL STATION - DRY DOCK - 150
TON TRAVELIFT - YACHT CLUB

é}?ﬂm -ﬁ«lﬂ FILRAEITON « -

Come and enjoy our beautiful marina with first class
services surrounded by spectacular views
of the Banderas Bay.

“one of the best experiences, no hesitation in
letting others know what a great place you have -
thanks to all who made our stay so enjoyable”

Andrew Linney, www.nokaoi2.info

Marina
La Cruz de Hus
terEmaninarivi toom
0526 « Cel (322) 205.7467

www.marinarivieranayarit.com
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Is it just us, or does the United States seem to have deteriorated
into an idiocracy?

By the way, we want to salute you for your extremely gener-
ous offer of hosting the combat veterans. We're not big on any
of our current wars, but we certainly don't blame them on the
individual soldiers.

As for the cost of fuel, it will be interesting to get reports from
readers. In St. Barth, we can tell you it's about $7.50 U.S./
gallon, which is about twice what it costs in Mexico.

f{WELCOME, MEMBER #2

The accompanying intrinsically humorous photo was taken
last December by Bonny Jones,
my granddaughter. I thought it
might make Latitude readers
smile.

Although I'm a powerboater,
having owned Fantasea, a 1926
Matthews 38, for the last 51
years, I've read every issue of
Latitude from cover to cover
since you started.

Bev Partridge
Fantasea, Matthews 38
Alameda

— =

Bev — Nice photo. And even
nicer is the fact that you're only
the second member of our ‘Over
50 Club’. Congratulations.

BONNY JONES

Plane on a stick.

f{GETTING READY FOR THE HA-HA
We are contemplating joining the '11 Ha-Ha, and have
studied the website. We are wondering where the fleet clears
Mexican Customs and Immigration.
Miklos Endrody
Navigator, Krogen 48
Bellevue, WA

Miklos — Vessels travelling to Mexico clear in at their first
port of entry. In order, heading south, the ports of entry are
Ensenada, Cedros Island, Mag Bay, and Cabo. Since the fleet
doesn't stop at Ensenada, Cedros, or Mag Bay, members don't
have to clear in until they get to Cabo. The process is easy.

By the way, the Ha-Ha committee comes out of their annual
hibernation on May 1, at which time we’'ll provide all the details
on this fall's event.

1| VIVA LAS VEGAS!

In the February issue, you mentioned St. Brendan's Isle
Mail Forwarding Service of Florida, and asked for the names
of other companies offering similar services.

We are planning to sell our cars and the house, then head
out the Gate this summer and turn left. With that in mind,
we also wanted to become 'residents' of a state that doesn't
charge income tax. Our choice was Nevada.

We found a company, Mail Link Plus, that is all set up to
receive mail and forward it anywhere in the world. They, too,
have email notification of mail received, scanning of mail when
desired, and regular or periodic shipments of your mail. Once
established, you can easily handle all aspects of managing
your mail and your account via email.

We enjoyed a nice overnight trip to Las Vegas, got signed
up the day we arrived, and got Nevada driver's licenses at the
DMV the next day. You can find all their information at wwuw.




Come Visit Us Today!

2011 To--Do-List  Fobulowy Fabriey ot
T bulows Boat Show Pricesd

Ity easy as1-2-3

1. Call Lig about
new cushions

2. Choose your style

3. Go- sailing/!
See us at

415.543.1887 }
E Strictly
nbmc@earthlink.net

www.northbeachmarinecanvas.com I PACIFIC
Pier 40, The Embarcadero JaC"k;;;ff:_fg“afe
South Beach Harbor, San Francisco Booth #128

DO IT ONGE. "GONE GREEN"7
WE CAN CLEAN THAT!
DO IT RIGHT.

Fastnet 1879. Ted Turner, Tom Relyea, and a crew

of 17 others win the race by safely getting around
the rock in 60 knot winds on board "Tenacious”. - B Complete Yacht Care
- Serving the entire Bay Area
for more than 20 years

Ted Turner won't take your call.
Tom Relyea will.

so"m mch Biggm Pier 40, South Beach on the Embarcadero ® San Francisco

Call Toll Frece 888-828-6789

415.331.3400 westwinddetailing@sonic.net

www.boatdetailing.com

Adjacent to South Beach Harbor and AT&T Park ¢ Close to dozens of fantastic restaurants and shops



Catch the most exeiting
Spostboats on the watsc
at _?waz_q Sail Pacific!

See us at

Strictly
-
PACIFIC

Jack London Square
April 14-17
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A

C'ontact Youz loc local =~
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ROMDR /A

RACEBOATS LTD

415.543.7333

spinnaker.sailing@yahoo.com
Pier 40, San Francisco
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maillinkplus.com.

We agree with the editor's opinions regarding taxation and
the use of taxpayer money in California, and certainly do not
want to continue to pay for 'services' we won't be receiving
once we leave.

Alan Bradley
Vivacia, Caliber 40LRC
Las Vegas, NV

Alan — Thanks for the information. We didn't realize that
you could get a street address — and therefore a driver’s li-
cense — with just a mail service in Nevada. But you did it, so
obviously it can be done.

For the record, our beef is not with taxes per se, but with
the overwhelming government waste, graft, incompetence,
inefficiency, and complete and total lack of accountability. If
the government worked half as hard and spent money half
as carefully as well-run small businesses, we'd be happy to
pay more taxes. Of course, we wouldn't have to, because the
government would be awash in money. We detest being made
to play on a 'team’ we have no faith in.

f{THE CONTROVERSY OF ROPES
Reader David Wheatley has three other ropes on his boat
that he may not know about: the bolt rope on his mainsail
and mizzen, and the luff rope on his jib.
Steve Taft
Mill Valley

fJTHE MOST IMPORTANT ROPE OF ALL

Here are three more "ropes" found on a boat:

1) The boltrope on a sail that is fed into the groove that
holds a sail to the mast and boom. It helps spread the load
on the sail cloth.

2) The pull rope on the outboard motor used to start it.

3) My wife's rope — as in, "If you don't reef, I'll be at the
end of my rope!"

Herb Clark
Hotel Charlie, Catalina 25
Chico YC

1 {FORGET THAT CLASSIC PLASTIC — GO WOOD

I know your La Gamelle Olson Syndicate probably doesn't
want to hear about other boats, but have you thought about
the old 30 Square Meter Rumbleseat, once owned by Bruce
Schwab? She is ocean-ready in Road Town in the British Vir-
gins. In Rumbleseat,
you would have a
real classic wooden
boat that was part
of the team which
won the 30 Square
Meter Cup in the
U.S. in the late '20s.
- Owning her would
allow you to partici-
pate in the classic
boat races in the Ca-
ribbean. She would
be much better than 'classic plastic'. Furthermore, I believe
she is longer — 39 feet — than the Olson, and only a few
hundred pounds heavier.

'Diva' (ex-'Rumbleseat') has been a popular
fixture in Caribbean regattas for years.

Richard Leute
Acey Deucy, J/44
Sausalito




Yacht owners trust PACIFIC CREST CANVAS for
the best in design, service and quality.

Still the Highest Quality

* Offshore Dodger™ Products at the Best Prices ¢ Coastal Dodger™
Welded aft handrail Affordable designs
Bolt-on side handrails Same high quality
Lexan windshields materials

Same superior
workmanship

¢ Baja Awning™ ¢ Cruiser's Awning™
Lightweight and Easy setup off
waterproof your dodger
Durable and Flies with no
easy to launch bulky frame
Multiple side screen Comes with
configurations shade screens

Tom Knapp with his new Offshore Dodger on his new Catalina.

2021 Alaska Packer Place
Alameda, CA 94501
Grand Marina

www.pacificcrestcanvas.com

Open Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00
Saturday by appointment

(510) 521-1938

PACIFIC CREST CANVAS

DESIGNER: ROBERT H. PERRY

N D R STA R 4 D BUILT IN BELLINGHAM, WA
OFFSHORE CRUISING YACHTS

NORSTAR 40 ¢ NORSTAR 44

HEAD TURNING GOOD LOOKS
LUXURIOUS INTERIORS
SOLID SAFE PERFORMANCE

CONTACT OUR NEW REP FOR
CALIFORNIA/ARIZONA/NEVADA:
Dick MAY
MERIDIAN YACHT SALES

cimsseoszs -  NORSTAR YACHTS

BOATSELLER@ADL.COM
(360) 223-2399

WWW.NORSTARYACHTS.COM ¢ SALES@NORSTARYACHTS.COM

April, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 59



WHALESPOINT

MARINE & HARDWARE CO.

A FamiLy Ownep & Operatep BusiNEss
¢~ For THree Generations ACE

Hardware

MARINE PARTS & ACCESSORIES, PLUS A COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE
Go to thIePoinIMqrine.com for additional discounts!
FORCE 10 LIFE SLING Il

3 Burner Overboard
Propane Rescue System
Stove

Forced D0

Model 63351
3-burner

$9966

Includes rugged & rail-
mountable storage
bagwith quick-deploy
L | ahp. t] |2 5

igh visibility
NOW $12392 floating braid
Model 63251: 2-burners with horseshoe
NOW $11992 sling.

DOCK-RITE FORESPAR M.0.B.

Boat Fenders POLE USCG Approved

M.O.B. Pole
#202018

(0P120)

List $193.35
NOW $1492%°

A'R H ORN Rechargeahle

6.5"x21"« NOW §18%°
8.5"x27" « NOW §2922

BLACK & DECKER
POLISHER

1000-3000RPM

Save money on refills! Fill with bicycle pump
NOow or at gas station (250psi max)

$699—9 Horn NOW $ 1922

Horn w/hand pump Now 5249—9
GOLDBRAID MUSTANG
Nylon Dock Lines

Survival Suite
With approx 12" loop in 1 end.

Model MIS230
Size: Adult Uni.
3/8"x15'..610% 1/2"x20'....
3/8"x20..§12%° 5/8"x20... List $530.99

1/2"x15'...6162  5/8"x25'.. NOW $3999

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 - FAX 233-1989

Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5pm ¢ Sun: 10am - 4pm * whalepoini@acehardware.com
Go to WhalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!
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Richard — "She would be much better” in what sense? While
Rumbleseat, which then-future twice-singlehanded non-stop
around-the-world racer Bruce Schwab, formerly of Alameda,
used to great effect in the ‘96 Singlehanded TransPac, is a fine
little yacht, she’s just not for the members of our syndicate.
We're all 'plastic’ people, you see, who prefer actual sailing to
working on boats. And while we have the highest esteem for
wood boats and those who have the time and means to properly
maintain them, it's just not us.

Furthermore, the syndicate’s choice of boat for Zen sailing
is strongly influenced by every member's admiration for the
late George Olson — and indirectly the entire ultralight sailing
community of Santa Cruz. The '70s and '80s in Santa Cruz
were a special time and place in the history of boat design and
boatbuilding, which we often think haven't been properly ap-
preciated.

1JCOMMUTER CRUISING IN THE THIRD WORLD

I'm trying to get serious about cruising, but can't just cut
off the income and head out. I was hoping to cruise a bit, fly
back and work a bit, and so forth. But nobody told me that
an American can no longer afford the Third World.

I currently keep my boat at a beautiful marina on the San
Francisco Peninsula and can afford it quite comfortably.
Surely, I thought, I can afford a slip somewhere in the Sea of
Cortez or on the Mexican mainland. But no! Maybe Honduras
or Costa Rica. No again. Dry storage? Not even that.

I don't seem to be able to make it work. Am I missing
something, or has the government successfully hidden the
fact that the dollar doesn't buy squat south of the border?

John Wiesendanger
Pillar of Autumn, Hunter 40
Redwood City

John — As we've written for years, the cost of cruising is
very low in Mexico — provided you follow two basic rules: 1) You
avoid marinas, and 2) You avoid tourist restaurants and bars.

We suppose it's not surprising that many sailors assume that
marinas in the Third World will be as inexpensive as everything
else, but they aren't. The reason is that marinas in Third World
countries all had to be purpose-built for foreign visitors, often
as part of higher-end resorts, and within the last 20 years.

Avoiding marinas is easy to do in Mexico, and many cruis-
ers spend little, if any, time in a berth over the course of an
if not over the course of several years. Others,
however, with the rest of the cost of cruising in Mexico being
so low, can afford the higher berth fees. The bottom line is
that ‘commuter cruising’, such as you were contemplating, is
extremely popular in Mexico. It's less popular in Central America
and Panama because of the longer flights and more expensive
air fares.

M {FACTS ABOUT THE FUBAR

On page 60 of the February issue, the editor responds to
support for sailors in the Ha-Ha and references two differ-
ences between the Ha-Ha and the FUBAR Odyssey powerboat
rally.

First, he notes that a "lifelong delivery skipper" who has
done both the Ha-Ha and the FUBAR rally states that the
"FUBAR apparently has 'rescue' boats in case a member of
their 'sail-less' fleet loses power or needs a tow." As a par-
ticipant in both the '07 and '09 FUBAR rallies, and one who
helped organize the event, I can tell you that we had medi-
cal, mechanical, and other various support personnel on the
escort vessels. The purpose of the rally was to introduce less-
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Stem Tdl Stern

FOR ALL CONCERNS, PLEASE CALL:

(510) 681-3831

P LnEs Captain John* saw to my 48" Californian as if it was his own.
p -, l b He knows all the right people. He took my boat to the yard
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Frank Gallovich

*Captain John Curry is owner of Stem to Stern, a premier leader in boating
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Our vendors provide services from general maintenance to major repairs
so you can spend more time enjoying your boat.
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116 Legion Avenue Annapolis MD 21401 Or call (510) 681-3831
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experienced boaters to cruising on their powerboat with the
help of very experienced boaters on escort vessels. The escort
vessels had various tasks, such as an advance team to arrive
at a destination to set up the events, parties, and welcome
the fleet as they arrived. And a rear team that stayed with the
slower members of the fleet for support in case of problems.

None of the boats needed towing or asked for it. But we
did help with generators, stabilizers, watermakers and other
related mechanical problems. We found that the safety inspec-
tions and pre-rally seminars paid off big with participants
carrying sufficient spare parts and a basic knowledge of how
to fix items that fail.

The second issue raised by the delivery skipper was that
there was “not much socializing” in the FUBAR compared to
the Ha-Ha. We had plenty of
social events, and they were all
well-attended — but we agree
that we did not want to have
the party reputation of the
Ha-Ha. Please take a look at
the picture on the website for
FUBAR Odyssey ‘11 at wwuw.
lbyc.org/fubar and decide for
yourself if it looks like the
FUBAR group in Turtle Bay
were having fun at our dinghy
poker run. While we did have
fun, our main purpose was to
help the participants safely
travel 900 miles in a group.

The editor's best statement
is that the most important
thing in both events is that people get out and enjoy their
boats.

P.S. We're lifelong sailboat owners and readers of Latitude.
In fact, Roy has done more than 100,000 miles of racing on
sailboats.

._ >

Looks like a good time to us!

Donna & Roy Wilson
Aboard Escort vessel Cadenza in ‘07
Aboard Escort vessel Kachina in ‘09

Donna and Roy — We thought we were pointing out differ-
ences between the two events, but if it came across as though
we were slamming the FUBAR, please accept our apologies.
For the record, the Long Beach YC will be hosting a kick-off
reception for this fall's FUBAR on April 21, although the dates
for the actual event still haven't been set. The FUBAR, which
is held every two years and hosted by a different yacht club,
is limited to 50 boats, and usually sells out. The entry fee is
$765. We wish all the participants a wonderful time in this
fall's FUBAR.

1 {AND SPEAKING OF NON SEQUITURS

The March 9 'Lectronic piece on the sudden sinking of
the CNB 77 Four Devils reminded me of a nice email I got a
month ago. Last year I wrote a book review on Amazon about
In a Class by Herself, John Rousmaniere's book about the
73-ft yawl Bolero that had been built in '49. In the review, I
mentioned that a newer and larger Bolero — I think 106 feet
— was listed for sale. I wondered if she was a larger replica,
as the photos of her looked very similar to the smaller ver-
sion. Then last month I got a nice email from the skipper of
the larger Bolero.

"You mention a 106-foot replica for sale in Monaco," he
wrote. "I'm actually the captain of that Bolero, which is equally




INSURING YACHTS
FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Providing Cruisers and Racers All Over the World
with Prompt, Reliable Service since 1959

MARINERS

GENERAL INSURANCE GROUP

Exclusive

MARINERS 04%246&/@ Program

Racing Sailboat Program
TransPac
Pacific Cup
PV / Cabo Races
Caribbean Regattas

www.marinersins.com

QUALITY COVERAGE AVAILABLE IN MEXICO

Mariners Insurance Mexico offers insurance programs
for health, homes, autos, motorcycles and yachts in Mexico.

Mexico

South America
South Pacific
Caribbean
Mediterranean

B~
San Diego|
800-639-0002}1 X

Puerto Vallarta
52-322-297-6440 °

East Coast
Bradenton, FL
800-914-9928

www.marinersmexico.com

MARINER

INSURANCE MEXICO

Corporate Office: 206 Riverside Ave., Suite A, Newport Beach, CA 92663 / Ins. Lic. #0D36887

—— NAPA VALLEY MARINA = —

SERVICE

X3

Crafted for
gudlity in
the US.A.

The only AGM L-16
400 AMP hour completely

manufactured in the USA AAAAN IAS
e

* Engine repair — diesel and gas
* Outdrive repair
* Gel Coat Repair

 Shaft Alignment
¢ Bottom Jobs —
AIVLGRIP Paints

California’s Largest Dry Storage Facility

* Serving all of Orange County e Fully-Stocked Warehouse for
* Free Dockside Delivery Same-Day Delivery
* Free Core Pickup * Battery Service & Charging Available

o Custom Battery Cables o Will-Call Available

COMPLETE LINE OF WET CELL BATTERIES AVAILABLE

distributor for

LIFELIIME

...the heart of your systerm®

PREMIUM AGM BATTERIES

Store Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday

1725 Monrovia Ave., Unit B3
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
949-722-1027

Fax 949-722-8406

NAPA VALLEY"MARINA

1200 Milton Road ¢ Napa, CA 94559
(707) 252-8011 « Fax (707) 252-0851
www.napavalleymarina.com

Marina * Boatyard * Chandlery * Brokerage

Alnteriux.

yachtpaint.com

- 72 )
Distributors for . A/’/J// V/ﬂ//
Boat Stands

Dealers for

YANMAR

April, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 63



Ready for
Vallejo?

BE PREPARED AND SAVE ON:

Q Jib/mainsheet replacement/splicing
Q Halyard replacement

Q Lifelines/Rigging

Q Hardware upgrade/replacement

Q Rig inspection/tune-up

SAIL SAFER AND FASTER
WITH EASOM RIGGING

*Call to schedule a FREE pre-race
inspection. Limited to five boats in April.

Easom Racing and Rigging

1150 Brickyard Cove Rd., Suite 201
Point Richmond, CA 94801

(510) 232-SAIL (7245)

www.easomrigging.com

Affordable Grand Prix experience
for the racer/cruiser.

DAN NERNEY

LETTERS

beautiful but not quite as famous! Anyway, I thought I'd just
drop a line to say hello and tell you a little about 'our' Bolero.
She's 105 feet overall, designed by German Frers, and built of
aluminum in Cape Town, South Africa — my home town — in
'92. She was not designed as a replica of the S&S Bolero, but
she does certainly bear a resemblance. While by no means
a classic yacht, her
design features a
heavy influence from
the boats of the '50s
and '60s. What I re-
ally enjoy about her
is that, even when
tied up stern-to in
fashionable harbors
around the world
alongside the latest
and greatest supery-
achts, she still stops
people in their tracks and draws many compliments. We actu-
ally just finished polishing up her topsides today, and an hour
ago dropped the hook in a lovely little bay on Norman Island
in the British Virgin Islands. I feel very proud entering a busy
anchorage or harbor at the helm of such a lovely yacht!

"The newer Bolero recently changed hands after 14 years
with her previous owner. We have just spent several months
in Spain refitting her, and are now cruising the Caribbean
before heading down to South America and around the Cape
of Good Hope."

We're happy for any reason to run a photo of
a boat as beautiful as 'Bolero".

Mike Kennedy
Conquest, Cal 40
Los Angeles

Milke — We're not sure why the sinking of Four Devils would
remind you of the two Boleros, and we don't really see much
similarity between a full-keel, split-rig wood boat and an alu-
minum sloop with a fin keel, but any excuse for bringing up a
classic yacht from the middle of the last century is fine with
us.

1 {AFUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM

Why is there no Latitude 38 forum? I think it would be a

great platform for questions and answers on your editorial

material. I, for example, have a question on some of the rig-
ging shown in your photos of the Pirate Course.

Barry

Planet Earth

Barry — Having monitored various sailing — and other —
forums, it's our opinion that the most frequent and vocal con-
tributors are those who know the least, and who often spout
fountains of factually incorrect information. We realize that by
not having a_forum we may be missing some good information,
but at least we're not contributing to the spread of ignorance
and misinformation.

1 /SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OR BUST

Since the schools in Hawaii aren't the best, my wife has
decided that, for the sake of the kids' schooling, she wants to
move back to California. As much as I love the Bay Area, after
seven years of living on one of the smaller Hawaiian islands,
I need to be somewhere warmer. So I told my wife that I'd be
willing to move if we can live in a beach town — preferably with
a harbor or marina — somewhere south of Point Conception.

Since you seem to know Southern California as well as
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set of sheets

Contact your local Ullman loft today for

P

details and a FREE quote.

Newport Beach Marina del Rey San Francisco Arizona

714.4321860  310.645.0196  415.332.4117  602.499.3844 ULLMAN SAILS.
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Are you ready for the boating season?

CHECKLIST:
o Life Jackets & Water
lzf Boat Keys lzf Sunscreen
¥ Food lzf Insurance

Bismarck Dinius

You've cleared the leaves, uncovered the boat, charged
the battery, checked rigging and fired up the motor. Did you
review your insurance coverage?

Most boat owners know it's a smart idea to inspect your
boat on an annual basis. It's also a smart idea to review your
insurance coverage, just in case a problem occurs either on
the water or while transporting your boat.

Changes occur both in our lives as well as the insurance
industry that can affect your protection. Make sure you
have the right coverage for the upcoming boating season.

Does your coverage include...
e Towing and salvage
e Mexico navigation

e Pollution coverage
» Personal property

We can provide a free review of your current coverages,
assess your needs, and provide a free quote.

Contact me at: BISMARCK DINIUS
(916) 698-9001 ¢ bdinius@farmersagent.com

‘(% CA License
iy, FARMERS #0H03916

Bmm
INBURANCE GROUP

WE'VE MUOVED!

Deep water access at KKMI.

Stop in to see our new shop!

Beneteau 40

* Classic dodgers and biminis
* Drop-top folding dodgers
* Enclosures ¢ Custom canvas

560 W. Cutting Blvd., #2
Richmond, CA 94804
Inside the KKMI boatyard

(510) 2349-4400

LATITUDE / RICHARD

LETTERS

Northern California, where, if you had to live between Con-
ception and the Mexican border, would you live and why? If
possible, leave my name out of this.

Anonymous

Anonymous — What an interesting question! Perhaps it's
because we went to the university there, but we'd probably
choose Santa Barbara because it's a very beautiful area, it's
less crowded than most of coastal Southern California, and
because there is both ocean and mountain nature close at
hand.

There are, however, a couple of downsides. Check out

- ~ the accompanying
= poster about getting
" a slip in the only
| harbor. It seems a lot

. Of sailors like to keep
their boats there,
| too. Santa Barbara
is also among the
coldest and foggiest
harbors in South-
ern California — but
that’'s not saying
much. After you've
spent time in the
tropics, all of coastal California feels like Iceland, and the
chilly marine layer is no substitute for the happy tradewind
cotton balls.

As for the rest of Southern California, we're familiar with
every harbor town, but we really don't know enough about
the schools and surrounding areas to make knowledgeable
observations. Maybe folkks who live in those areas would like
to spealk up.

Reduced! Slips in Santa Barbara are in high
demand and fetch lots of dollars.

fUTELL US ABOUT YOUR LIFESLING EXPERIENCES
Looking around at the boats on the docks at Paradise Vil-
lage, Mexico, I saw that many of them have a Lifesling. We
have one on our boat also, but it's never gotten wet. Have you

heard of someone who has actually used theirs?

Don & Terri Parker
Double Play, Gemini 105
Alameda

Don and Terri — We're sure we have, but we couldn't give
you any details on how the device worked out. Maybe some
readers will share their experiences.

1{BAJA SHIPWRECK — ALMOST

Reading about the sad loss of Paul Smulders and Julie
Newton's 43-ft Laurent Giles-designed woody Mia, as reported
in the February Latitude, brought back memories of a similar
experience that we had along the same stretch of Baja coast-
line.

My wife Maggie and I were doing the Baja Bash after the
'08 Ha-Ha on the Catalina 30 Two Wishes. We'd had a great
time post-Ha-Ha in La Paz with the owner before she had to
return home, at which point we were to deliver the boat back
to California. I had done the Bash several times before, but
never on such a small and light boat. Nonetheless, with all
the usual caveats, I didn't think there would be anything we
couldn't handle.

We had the best weather from Cabo to Turtle Bay. After
fueling up, we motored to the north tip of Cedros to see how
things looked. The forecast called for the usual five to 10 knots
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MirageDrive

is the big brother of our Hobie
Mirage Adventure Island and twice
the fun. Plenty of room for the
skipper and crew, with total control
of the roller furling sail and the large
Twist and Stow rudder from either
high back padded seat. Inspired by
Polynesian multihulls, this 18' 6"
trimaran “sail-yak” includes state-
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two patented MirageDrives with
Turbo Fins. So choose a partner and
enjoy the ride.

hobiecat.com
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Sail Kayaks, and
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Northern California's Largest Hobie Dealer - 24th Anniversary!
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Small Boat
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Used

(800) 499-5AIL
(707) B42-SAIL
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Consignment Boats Welcome!

&
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Sail Monterey Bay

e Basic to offshore sailing courses
ASA Certification

Bareboat Charter Fleet
Reciprocal Charter Privileges with seasoned
ASA & US Sailing Bareboat Certified Sailors

Corporate Team Building Regattas

PACIFIC YACHTING

800-374-2626 - 831-423-SAIL
www.pacificsail.com

Marin Yacht Works

* vomprenensive mortniy maintenarnce avdiiaoie, 10 assure
you have an excellent time on your yacht every time.

Call Noah Oppenheim
(415) 450-8668
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in the morning, and 15 knots in the afternoon. It seemed as
if it would be lumpy, but manageable, so we took off.

Two Wishes plugged along just off the wind at a five-knot
average and, by 6 p.m., we were off the coast just southeast
of Baja's Punta Blanca. Our cruising guide noted a small cove
anchorage, but cautioned “unreliable holding — set anchor
watch.” We nonetheless decided to anchor for the evening,
then set off at midnight for San Quintin.

The wind moderated and we slept until midnight. While
getting dressed to take off, Maggie commented that the wind
seemed to be increasing. By the time I got on deck, it was al-
ready gusting to over 20 knots from the northwest. We decided
to hang for a while to see if conditions improved. They did not.
In fact, they rapidly got worse, with 35- and then 45-knot gusts.
I watched the GPS track as we slowly dragged anchor.

Fortunately, we were dragging diagonally away from the
shore rather than onto the beach, so I started the engine and
powered against the wind to try to help the anchor reset. Af-
ter six hours of motoring, we had dragged 1,000 yards, and
were getting farther out of the lee of land. Conditions did not
improve and, with daylight, I could see that we were drifting
toward a rocky headland that formed the west side of the
cove. The windblown waves were as big as five feet and very
steep. It was clear that our position was untenable for very
much longer.

I had just decided to cut the anchor rode when it parted
by itself and set us free. I could only just motor against the
wind, managing around two knots at full RPM, so we headed
for the lee of the cliffs just east of our original position. The
wind held all day until 6 p.m., and we motored in the lee for
10 hours, not wanting to find out how bad things were farther
out to sea.

The upshot of all that motoring was that we didn't have
enough diesel in reserve to make it to Ensenada, so we had
to go back to Turtle Bay to refuel! I wanted to cry, and Maggie
wanted to get on a bus to San Diego. But we were safe, and
could have easily lost the boat as had been the case with Paul
and Julie.

So, to answer the many questions that I got about the
wisdom of taking a Catalina 30 on the Ha-Ha, I can say from
experience that they are tough little boats — assuming you
know their limitations and can get enough fuel, water and
batteries aboard. But — and it's a big but — if the going gets
rough, it's not going to be pretty. For instance, Two Wishes
leaked all the way up the Baja coast — even with the hatches
and ports taped shut. Furthermore, the wheel autopilot
couldn't handle the strong winds and heavy seas. On the
other hand, we logged 1,800 miles in seven weeks, and the
only thing that broke was the vang shackle and the only loss
was the anchor. And yes, we carried a spare.

We had the pleasure of meeting Paul and Julie in San Diego
just weeks after the loss of their Mia. She had been their home
as well as their boat, so they were still pretty much in shock.
We wish them good luck in putting their lives back together
soon.

Graham Johnson & Maggie Castle
Carpe Diem, DownEaster 38
San Diego

Readers — Paul and Julie bought a small van and are now
‘cruising’ Baja while searching for their next boat. Julie reports
that she finally got to drink a margarita under a palm tree.

TIFIND GOOD DEALS IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY
You may remember that in the last issue I recommended
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From Hwy 101, take the
Sierra Point Pkwy exit and

MARINA X R
follow the signs to the marina.

GREAT LOCATION! Just minutes to Central Bay sailing. ) )
GREAT RATES! Starting at §5.90/foot! O o e ot00a Y

MARINA GREEN with picnic/BBQ areas, Bay Trail Access
and FREE Wi-Fi.

HOME OF THE . ﬁ (650) 583-6975
SIERRA POINT YACHT CLUB harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us

www.ci.brisbane.ca.us

Now in our 43rd year!
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“Heck, if | were dumb
enough to own three
hoats, there’s no doubt
she'd be fitted with a
VariProfile as well!”

All Mack Sails are Built to Last 140 H_p
«.and designed to be Fast \

y My Swan 36 is an old boat (40
years), but she’s still meant to be
a relatively fast one. | looked at all
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folding, it had excellent drag and

thrust characterstics, it was easily
‘adjustable underwater, and the
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207-354-7064 | info@varipropusa.com | www.varipropusa.com

Also See Us for Rigging, Hardware and Electronics — We Ship Everywhere
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POLISHING

A buffed boat not only looks great,
but will hold its shine and value for longer!

Call for a buff!

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Interior Cleaning ¢ Detailing * Maintenance
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a friend's Catalina 27 that was for sale here in the Central
Valley. It was a freshwater boat in great condition, and he
was only asking $4,500 because the economy has been hurt
so badly here. Well, it sold.

Now 'The Brazilian' is prepping the boat for a coastal cruise
to Mexico. He's a lucky guy, because he works for a cruise

- -:1*-.»-- ;.1 !r.p-'l ii

company, and his
Catalina 27 will be
his home away from
home — or home
away from cruise
ship. He works for
five months on the
ship, then gets two
months off.

Anyway, there are
a few other great
freshwater-sailed
pocket cruisers here
in the valley for sale
because our economy has taken such a hit.

By the way, the photo is of Carmela, my rebuilt Cal 2-27,
which I'm hoping to take in the Singlehanded TransPac in
"12.

!

= i A

The Mondeaus recently finished a very inten-
seive refit of their Cal 2-27 'Carmela’.

Jean & Denise Mondeau
Carmela, Cal 2-27
Madera

Jean and Denise — It sounds like 'The Brazilian’ got a good
deal.

By the way, if everybody who is planning to do the '12
Singlehanded TransPac actually does it, it's going to be a record
fleet.

f{REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE

We left California as part of the '02 Ha-Ha fleet, and didn't
return to California until April of last year. Our boat is docu-
mented, but we had registered our dinghy in California. We
kept this registration paid until '07, but then let it lapse,
thinking it would be no problem getting re-registered upon
our return. Big mistake.

Going to the DMV to get the dinghy registered — this
is something that AAA can't do for you — is not fun. Even
worse, the $39 we had to pay was more than if we'd kept the
registration current for all those years. Then the registration
was refused because the DMV wanted to know what state it
had been registered in while we were gone from California.
We tried to explain that we'd been in Mexico, every country
in Central America, Ecuador, and Colombia, and had been
through Panama several times, but never in a different state.
This explanation was rejected. When we returned to the DMV,
we were told that we really had to get a copy of the registration
from the other — non-existent — state. We ultimately had to
pay a penalty of $21 to get it cleared up.

The point is not the cost, but the hassle factor. The smart
move is, if you plan to return to California, keep the registra-
tion current.

Merrill Newman
Jenny Wren, Valiant 42
Santa Cruz / Ventura

Merrill — That's pretty good advice, as the DMV folikcs seem
incapable of handing anything beyond the routine. It reminds
us of the time we flew to Vegas and bought a KLR 650 motor-
cycle that we rode throughout the west one weelk at a time.
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1983 TAYANA 55
Just back from Hawaii.
Fully equipped. New LPU.
$315,000

2006 TAYANA 48 CC South Pacific
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$425,000
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Nevada gave us two weeks to register the bike in our home
state of California, so when we left the bike for the first time
in Albuquerque, we dutifully went to the DMV as soon as we
got back to California. "We owe you a bunch of sales tax on a
new motorcycle,” we told the clerk with a smile, figuring the
bankrupt state would be happy
_. to accept it from someone who
" was more than happy to pay it.

Her smile turned to a frown when
we told her the bike wasn't out
- front, but rather in New Mexico.
ii Thanks to DMV rules, we ended
up riding 10,000 miles through
the West without a license plate
or current registration, an adven-
ture made all the more exciting
by having to hide from every cop
and highway patrolman. Between
California and the tropics, we now
have four small motorcycles scat-
tered about, but we've yet to get
a Motorcycle Operator’s License.
We've tried to sign up for literally
dozens of state-approved classes

Motocrossing into the cockpit
of 'ti Profligate' at the fuel dock
in St. Martin.

2000 BENETEAU 321
Excellent condition with low hours
on Yanmar diesel. Air/heat, autopilot,
plotter, bimini. $79,000

2005 TAYANA 48 CC
Mexico vet. In great shape and
loaded with everything you need.
$435,000

1979 BABA 30
Classic bluewater cruiser designed by
Robert Perry. Bristol condition and
ready for her next captain. $54,500

1984 TAYANA 37
This is the one you want. Perfect
shape with lots of new upgrades
and electronics! $119,000

1984 LANCER 40 CC
Roomy center cockpit model. Recent
refit includes new standing rigging,
sails, and Volvo diesel. $59,000

Pm&w Yaclt wa

1976 CHEOY LEE MIDSHIPMAN
Center cockpit with full enclosure. 160
hours on Yanmar diesel. Autopilot, ra-
dar, chart plotter, cabin heater. $59,000

Grand Marina ¢ 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501
Tel (510) 865-2541  tayana@mindspring.com
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that, upon graduation, give you
the license, but all of them are always booked up for months
in advance. As for passing the riding test at the DMV — which,
by the way, in as inapplicable and idiotic as the Coast Guard'’s
hands-on testing, or lack of it, for the Six-Palk license needed to
carry paying passengers on boats — it's beyond our skills with
high-center of gravity KLR. As a result, we're an inadvertent
rebel rider.

TUBEST TIMES TO VISIT ST. BARTH

We're currently in Roatan, Honduras. We're heading to
the East Coast for the summer and then the Caribbean next
winter. We've read all about your New Year's adventures in
St. Barth, so it sure seems like a good thing to target for our
calendar.

Can you give us any tips with regard to anchoring and
berthing there? I assume the spots on the dock/quay will be
filled with monster yachts, and we typically prefer a mooring
or anchor anyway. Do I need to reserve anything early?

Jim Gregory
Morpheus, Schumacher 50
Pt. Richmond

Jim — We did St. Barth at New Year's for something like 15
out of 20 years, and had some of the greatest times ever. But
we haven't done it _for the last two years, and don't plan on
doing it again in the near future. There are two reasons. First,
the fun-loving, riff-raffy sailors who used to give the place so
much character at that time of year have been almost com-
pletely replaced by Russian, New York and other billionaires,
as well as Gadhafi offspring who pay hip-hoppers $1 million to
sing for an hour at private parties. In the early '00s, it started
to become all about the money during the holidays, and you
kknow how dreary that gets. So what was once a fun buzz on
the island at New Year’'s was replaced by a 'who can spend
the most’ buzz. And to give you an idea, a double magnum of
Cristal champagne at Nikcki Beach goes for $20,000. No, that's
not a misprint, and yes, billionaires — and even millionaires
— are happy to pay that much to show everybody they can.

The second reason we no longer visit at that time of year is
the Christmas Trades — it blows like stink with big seas through
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MORE SAVINGS! MORE FUN!

You are invited to our Open House

on April 23rd from 11am-3pm

Stop by and meet our staff, mingle with our mem-
bers and take a free sail on one of our fleet boats.

Give us a call or stop by our booth at the Strictly
Sail boat show to take advantage of our Boat
Show specials—many classes are as much as
50% off regular rates!

Cradewinds Sa ~ Ochool and

More Experience. More Time on the Water. More Fun.
2580 Spinnaker Way, Richmond, CA 94804, (510) 232

ub

' (
In central Marin, convenient to Delta & Golden Gate
Family owned & operated since 1948

. $6.50 per foot — Best Rates this side of the Bay
* 25'- 65' Berths Available

¢ Surge and Wind Protected — Out of the Fog

* Convenient Location — Warm and Sunny

* Whole Foods & Trader Joe's Nearby

* Office Space Available

(415) 454-7595

40 Pt. San Pedro Rd., San Rafael, CA 94901
New Harbor Office Hours: M-F 9:30-4:30
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most of January, if not February. It's not uncommon to have
weels and weeks of winds consistently in excess of 20 knots.
In fact, for two of the last three years, there was such a big north
swell that all the mini-megayachts that had paid a fortune to
be in the Inner Harbor were forced to leave by the port captain.
There’s nothing like the sound of a two-inch dockline snapping
to light a fire under a mini-megayacht captain’s butt.

Don't get us wrong, you can still have a great time in St.
Barth at New Year’'s, but there is a way better time to visit.
We highly recommend the period between mid-February and
the end of May. The weather is not only much more conducive
to pleasure cruising, but the characters start to show up and
some of the locals begin to resurface.

The big events in this time period include the arrival of people
lilke the Fabulous Johnson Band. This is a group of folks from
Baltimore and various parts of the South who have been visit-
ing the island for years, and although they've grown up to be
surgeons and all sorts of other successful professionals, they
still lilce to rock 'n roll in Le Select as if they were still in their
20s. They're fun as hell rather than super professional, which
malkes it likke old St. Barth at its finest. Bands lilce theirs have
an infectious spirit and attract the kind of people you want to
kknow.

Carnival is usually in February, and you don't want to miss
that — or the burning of Vaval on the Wednesday night after Fat
Tuesday. No, it's not Rio or Trinidad — it's better. Thousands of
costumed people from five to 75 come together to masquerade,
drink, dance, smoke and party. You never see a gendarme, yet
you never see a hint of trouble either. It's how things ought to
be everywhere.

And since you're a veteran of races to Hawaii and Mexico,
there is no way you want to miss St. Barth at the end of March
and beginning of April, because that's when they have the
Bucket, which is only for boats over 100 feet, followed by the
Voiles, which is the French version of Antigua Sailing Week.
Yeah, you can crew in both events, but you'd probably want to
race Morpheus in the Voiles. When that's over, everybody sails
90 miles upwind to Antigua for the Antigua Classic Regatta,
Jfollowed by Antigua Sailing Weel.

The Port Captain’s Office in St. Barth has the most friendly
and professional staff you're going to find anywhere. You can
check in on their computers or online. When we check in and
say we're going to stay for two months, they say, "Fine, stop
by to pay just before you leave.” How casual and cool is that?
There is no way you'll get a berth in the harbor at New Year's —
not that you'd want
one. We've brought
'ti Profligate to St.
Barth for a total of

w
)

s something like 10
s T | months over the last
= —— ,
—-— it 8 five years, and we've
= b i g never dreamed of
LN Med-tying her in the
d - SR BA .

harbor. Why would
we want to? We can
anchor in the bluest
water possible just
outside, where if you stay for awhile, you'll become part of a
great, wildly diverse and ever-changing community.

We pay $310/month to anchor in the outer Gustavia Harbor
with the likes of the biggest megayachts in the world. Roman
Abramovich pays over $50,000 a year to do the same thing with
his two big yachts, but we don't think he has any more fun. If
you want to be super thrifty, you can anchor just outside the

The St. Jean anchorage in St. Barth — pro-
nounced like a slurred 'San John'.
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port boundaries — up at Shell Beach or around the corner at
Columbie — for free. But we don't think it's worth the hassle.

Two other insights. St. Barth is often hailed as being a gas-
tronomic paradise. Baloney. Mexico has much better 'bang for
the buclk’ restaurant food, and at a quarter or less of the price.
The good news is that Marche U took over from Match as the
big market on St. Barth, and you can now cook great meals on
your boat for very reasonable prices. Lastly, boat labor is very
expensive in this part of the world. Last year, Greg Dorland of
the Tahoe-based Catana 52 Escapade was quoted $700 to have
a diver clean the bottom of his boat. So he did it himself.

St. Barth mid-February through May? There’s no better place
in the world for a sailor. November through the end of January?
Mexico is much better.

1JOUR TSUNAMI EXPERIENCE WITH PROFLIGATE

Yesterday morning, Jaime and I were listening to the morn-
ing net when we learned that, because of the tsunami caused
by the earthquake in Japan, the port captains had closed all of
the ports on Banderas Bay — meaning Puerto Vallarta, Nuevo
Vallarta and La Cruz. Violators were subject to fines of $4,000
to $5,000. We later learned that the second of three days of
racing for the Banderas Bay Regatta had been cancelled, and
that all drinks at the Vallarta YC would be half-price.

After discussing the situation regarding Profligate with the
publisher of Latitude, who was in the Caribbean, we agreed
that if there was damage to a lot of boats in California, we
would take the cat out into the deep waters of the Banderas
Bay — even if the port was closed. The publisher would pay
the fine, if necessary. But if it didn't seem as if the damage
was going to be too great, we wouldn't risk the wrath of the
port captain and instead leave the cat in her berth.

I had secured Profligate in Paradise Village Marina with
the help of Harbormaster Dick Markie. In the interest of full
disclosure, I let him know that the decision to stay and ride
out the event at the dock might change, depending on what
had happened at other West Coast ports. In fact, the decision
was put off until the last minute, perhaps too long. But when
I heard there might be a six-foot surge, and when I told the
owner of Profligate that two dozen other boats had already
defied the port captain's orders, we agreed that the cat should
be taken into deep water just to be safe.

I believe the first boat to have defied officialdom was Wil-
liam Gates' Cal 3-34 Amaranth. She was hailed by the port
captain around 10:30 a.m. Gates acknowledged that they
were departing despite the captain's "closed port" declara-
tion. When the port captain asked the vessel's name, a third
party interrupted on the VHF and said, "Don't give your boat's
name."

Someone else then chimed in with the rhetorical question
of whether or not the port captain was aware that the safest
spot to be in a tsunami was in the deepest waters of Banderas
Bay. Shortly thereafter, another vessel followed the first, and
soon the exodus had begun in earnest. By the time Profligate
arrived outside the marina, there were over 100 boats, most
of them sail, visible a few miles offshore. In classic Mexican
fashion, the port captain then clarified that the port was "only
closed to commercial vessels," and that private yachts were
free to leave if they wished.

We felt the first turbulence at around 1:20 p.m., when
I heard someone say the water level in the Marina Riviera
Nayarit had dropped 18 inches. Surges continued all after-
noon. But after transiting about six miles offshore, we cut
Profligate’s engines and let her drift. In retrospect, we should
have declared the alternative Banderas Bay Regatta underway
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and become the new committee boat. But we were a little late
for that. Most everyone was already enjoying a beautiful 80°
afternoon on the water with a steady 10-knot breeze. Classic
Puerto Vallarta sailing.

Those of us at sea began to get reports from those who had
stayed in the marinas. The folks at the Marina Riviera Nayarit
had marked the pilings, and at one point I heard the water
was up 38 inches — then, minutes later, down 49 inches.
Dock 11 in the marina broke off, and there were whirlpools
at the entrance. Kevin Reath of Chicken Joe reported a dif-
ference in water level of four feet in just minutes at Marina
Vallarta, and Harbormaster Markie estimated the current in
the channel to be running at up to 16 knots. By this time all
the marinas were closed, and would remain so for the rest of
the afternoon.

As for those of us out on the bay, we barely felt anything.
Our program was to motor a few miles out, cut the power,
then drift toward shore — then do it again. We had little
food — and no beer. I was going to get beer before we left,
but the line in the store at Paradise was sooo slow, and I was
too hopped up to wait. It was the same when I tried to top
off my Telcel phone, but David Lezak, Cupatillo’'s new owner
— she was actually named Tomatillo when I owned her and
is now named Cupcake — loaded me up. But that's what he
does, selling Telcel in the United States via computer. But
the important thing is that we didn't feel anything out on
the bay.

As it became evident that the marina situation would not
stabilize before sundown, we took Profligate over to the an-
chorage at La Cruz. Everybody out in the bay on their boats
turned up there since they couldn't get back into their slips.
Earlier, Tom Searles, one of my crew for the regatta, had swum
over from Cupcalce to join us and help us bring Profligate back
to her berth. So he was there to help us anchor instead. We
found a huge spot pretty close in, dropped the hook in 30 feet
of water, and played out about 100 feet of chain, then backed
down at 1,500 RPM with both screws. With the bow lifting, I
knew we were solid. The wind and sea were calm.

An Aussie named Stewart gave us a lift into the marina
just after dark, and things were as calm as they had been all
day. But we still couldn't enter the marina channel, so we
beached the dinghy and came through a dead condo project
next door.

We took a bus to Philo's, where we grabbed a pizza, and
took a cab to our temporary digs at Villa Magna.

Jim Casey
ex-Tomatillo, Jeanneau 43DS
Lake Tahoe / Punta Mita

Readers — That's the story of what happened to Profligate
during the tsunami. We received many more interesting and
educational reports, which you can find in Sightings as well as
starting on page 104. You can also see videos of the tsunami
action in Sausalito on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
latitude38).

In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope.

We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if
possible, a way to contact you for clarifications.

By far the best way to send letters is to email them to
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust,
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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japanese tsunami affects california

As this issue went to press, aftershocks — more than 350 of them,
and some as strong as magnitude 6.5 — from the March 11 earthquake
continued to jolt Japan, where the death toll had risen to 10,668
people, and another 16,574 were still missing. The 9.0 magnitude
temblor was the strongest ever to strike the island nation during the
111 years that such records have been kept, and one of the top five
strongest quakes ever recorded anywhere on earth. Scientists say that
it not only moved the island of Honshu nearly eight feet to the east,
but that it also shifted the earth on its axis by almost four inches.

- e As devastating as the quake

|. * 2.4y was to both human life and
e property, however, the series of
tsunami waves it triggered un-
doubtedly inflicted the most dam-
R 1 age and loss of life. In some areas,
S Howall AW Y the initial wave was reported to
. be 77 feet high. It traveled up
to six miles inland, destroying
. everything in its path. Fleets of
large commercial fishing vessels
~ were set adrift as if they were toys
in a bathtub, as was a ship with
100 passengers aboard. Sendai
Airport, north of Tokyo, was com-

i apan |

pletely engulfed in water, creating

welcome to

Latitude is thrilled to welcome our lat-
est crewmember, Mike Zwiebach. Mike
is taking the place of former ad guy ex-
traordinaire Shawn Grassman, who may
have moved on to other opportunities but
still finds time to hang out with his old
Latitude buddies.

Mike is a long-time and very enthusi-
astic sailor who’s worked in a variety of
sales, advertising and marketing jobs in
and out of the sailing industry. Any kind
of sailing really trips his trigger, be it rac-
ing or cruising on the Bay or chartering
in the Caribbean. Having owned a J/24
and Ericson 27, and having crewed on a

Moving at the speed of a jetliner, the March 11
tsunami that orginated in Japan crossed the
Pacific in about 10 hours.

a chaotic tangle of planes, vehicles
and debris. Electricity was cut off

at the Fukushima I nuclear power
plant, knocking out the reactor cooling systems, which triggered
partial meltdowns, explosions and fires. The World Bank estimates
the damage from the twin disasters could top $235 billion.

The magnitude of the quake led to tsunami warnings throughout
almost the entire Pacific Rim, with damage being reported more than
4,000 miles away from the quake’s epicenter in northeast Japan.
Significant surges were reported in Papua New Guinea, Peru, Chile
and the Galapagos, as well as the west coast of North America. As
the Japanese were starting to grasp the magnitude of destruction,
Hawaiians were rushing to high ground in anticipation of the tsu-
nami. Maui caught the brunt of the event with a 7-ft surge reported,
but the damage was limited to two sunken boats, broken docks, and
relatively minor boat damage.

California was also in the path of the giant tsunami, with Santa
Cruz and Crescent City being hit hardest. In Santa Cruz, a number of
boats were ripped from their berths and set adrift. Connan Bradley,
who has a small sailboat in the back harbor reports, “My girlfriend
observed all the water being sucked out of the back bay, right down to
the mud — a drop of at least 15 feet. As the docks and boats dropped
to the mud, several boats got pinned temporarily under sections of
the docks, and a number broke free as the incoming surge lifted
them.”

The worst of the impact appears to have been at U dock, which
was severely damaged by a standing wave that rolled through. “I
was on U dock,” says Scott Kelly, “and two of my neighbors are now
homeless after losing their liveaboard boats.” In all, 14 boats sank
and more than $26 million in damage occurred, $4 million of that
attributed to boats. The harbor was in such disarray that it remained
closed for two weeks.

Crescent City was also hit hard, with 15 boats sunk, 47 more
damaged and docks wrecked. Though the damage is estimated at
around $12 million, the 8.1-ft high surge did not breach the 20-ft
breakwater that protects the rest of the city. One death was reported

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Docks at Crescent City, which seems to be a
magnet for tsunamis, were torn loose and boats
set adrift. At least 47 boats were damaged.

— -
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mike zwiebach

Kettenburg 38 for many years, Mike not

only knows boats, but
he’s also intimately
familiar with the local
sailing scene.

Meet Mike at our |

Strictly Sail booth
(#329) on April 15
during the Baja Ha-
Ha & Puddle Jump
Reunion Party (6
p-m.) — he’ll be the
guy filling up your
beer cups!

Our newest crew,

— ladonna Mike Zwiebach.

LATITUDE / LADONNA
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tsunami — cont’'d

after three men were swept off their feet while taking photos near
the mouth of the Klamath River. Two made it back to shore but one
was never found.

A number of Bay Area boaters decided to take matters into their
own hands by motoring out to the middle/deepest part of the Bay.
Though currents of up to 17 knots hit some areas, and docklines were
certainly strained, relatively little damage was reported — a handful
of docks were sent adrift resulting in minor damage to some boats.
More than anything, the surges were fascinating to watch as they
increased in speed and intensity.

For more firsthand accounts of the tsunami from all over the Pa-
cific, see The 5,000-Mile Wave—Tsunami Notes that starts on page
104. To read more about tsunamis in general, see this month’s Max
Ebb, starting on page 122.

— ladonna
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the quest for la sirena

After decades of hearing about his customers’ adventures south
of the border, Sausalito marine mechanic Tom List is finally getting
a taste of the cruising life. For the last few months, he and his wife,
Suzanne Statler, have been cruising the Mexican coast aboard their
newly acquired steel sloop Begone.

As they headed toward Banderas Bay recently, Tom was excited
about the prospect of running across his old buddy from the Master
Mariners Association, Glenn Burch. “He’d heard that Glenn was in La
Cruz,” explains Suzanne. “Tom had raced his Polaris against Glenn’s
schooner La Sirena in San Francisco Bay for many years. What a
surprise when Tom walked into Philo’s Bar in La Cruz and there was
Glenn at the bar!” And Tom happened to be wearing a Master Mariners’
T-shirt at the time with a photo of La Sirena featured on it. She was a

continued on outside column of next sightings page

moore 24 sailors

When Santa Cruz Moore 24 sailor Joel
Verutti passed away on February 5 after a
year-long battle with brain cancer, he left
behind a legacy of leadership in the class
that included multiple stints as a president
and fleet officer, and nearly three decades
of living and breathing the design.

“Even when he wasn’t on the board,
he was still involved to the point where
he was always sent emails asking for his
input,” said sailmaker and Moore national
champ David Hodges. “And even after his
short term memory was gone, he could still
remember things about the Moore.”

Page 82 o latitude 38 o April, 2011



rally for their own

Verutti was thought to have never
missed a Roadmaster event since he
bought a Moore back in the early ‘80s,
and could always be found aboard hull
#55 Mercedes. His commitment didn't go
unnoticed by the rest of the fleet, which
is now rallying to help Verutti’s wife Tina
and daughter Josselyn — already a suc-
cessful junior sailor — with the financial
aftermath of Joel’s illness.

Fleet members Scott Sorensen and
Morgan Larson are working on putting
together a web-based silent auction that

continued in middle column of next sightings page

Siren’s Song — clockwise from below, after years of
hearing about other sailors’ adventures, Suzanne Statler
and Tom List are now having some of their own; ‘La
Sirena’ showing off in the Master Mariners Race; next
time you’re in San Blas, stop in at Billy Bob’s and pay
your respects to the last remnants of a grand old San
Francisco ‘lady’; isn’t Fluffy cuuuuute?; Tom and Glenn
Burch shared stories and maybe a bottle of tequila.

SIGHTINGS

la sirena — cont’d

42-ft gaff-rigged beauty designed by Howard Chapelle and launched
in 1963.

The way we understand it, Glenn had taken La Sirena south of the
border in the spring of ‘08, and cruised successfully for a while. But
while he was in the hospital for medical issues, the boat took on sea
water. The water was pumped out and the boat was stabilized, but
unbeknownst to Glenn, worms had apparently entered the hull and
remained inside doing their evil deeds.

By the time the problem was discovered, repairs were beyond what
Glenn could manage, so he sold her. Tom and Suzanne were deter-
mined to track her down, nevertheless. Suzanne explains, “Our first
night in the San Blas Marina, we met a man with his dog who revealed
the end of La Sirena’s story. He said the new owner, Lee, had tried
with great commitment to revive the old boat, but alas, she was too
far gone. And while most of her went to the wooden boat museum in
the sky, Lee donated her transom, rudder and other pieces to a local
‘museum’ bar named Billy Bob’s.”

“We walked in the front door and there — prominently displayed
— was the stern of La Sirena, transformed into a nice table.” When
Billy Bob himself arrived, Tom and Suzanne gave him an in-depth
history of the historic schooner. As you might imagine, “the tequila
started to flow and a great time was shared by all!” By all accounts,
Billy Bob’s is a worthwhile stopover when visiting San Blas, if for no
other reason than to pay homage to the La Sirena memorabilia — and
to say hi to Fluffy, the 78-year-old crocodile that lives in the back
courtyard!

— andy

exceptional bravery at sea

Sailors are often prone to exaggeration when describing tragedies
at sea, but you only need to view footage shot of the May 20, 2009
rescue of Dr. Jerry Morgan, then 71, to know that the wind really
was blowing 60 knots and the seas really were 30 feet tall on that
horrible pitch-black night in the northern Tasman Sea. The violent,
frothy swells literally reached the upper decks of the container ship

Scarlett Lucy as Morgan struggled to
climb up its cargo nets to safety.

If you read our report on the inci-
dent in the July ‘09 issue, you'll recall
that Morgan — a longtime Bay Area
sailor who’d been cruising the Pacific for
several years aboard his beloved Trin-
tella 53 Sumatra — and Kiwi crewman
Stewart McCreadie were three days out
of New Caledonia bound for Brisbane
when they found themselves in near-
cyclone conditions. One mighty swell
launched the beefy sloop off a wavetop
as though she was a bathtub toy, and
shortly afterwards she began taking on
water — rapidly.

Thanks to Morgan’s having a sat-

phone, and the phone number of the

Alameda Coast Guard station taped to Dr. Jerry Morgan stands beside the Fijian
mariner who saved his life, James Fanifua.

his nav station, the Australian Rescue

Coordination Center (RCC) was able to divert the 320-ft ship to the
scene. It arrived when Sumatra was just minutes from going under.
Reasoning that climbing into the liferaft would have been suicide
in such conditions, McCreadie somehow rigged the outboard to the
9-ft RIB, launched it, and drove Morgan and himself to the side of
the ship. But as the two men attempted to clamber up the nets, a

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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bravery — cont’d

swell washed Morgan away into the blackness. For 45 minutes he
struggled to reach the nets again, but with each attempt he became
more exhausted and hypothermic. At one point he nearly gave up,
but thoughts of family spurred him on.

When he did finally reach the nets he had no strength left to climb.
With a life ring held under one arm, the crew attempted to lift him,
but could not complete the task. Suddenly, apparently out of frus-
tration, 26-year-old Fijian crewman James Fanifua leaped over the
side — without a lifejacket or survival gear — climbed down to Jerry,
locked his legs around him, and pulled him to safety.

That gesture of selfless heroism surely saved Morgan’s life, and it
also earned the young Fijian special recognition at the International
Maritime Organization’s (IMO) annual meeting in London late last
November. With Morgan standing nearby, Fanifua — who’'d never
before worn a suit — was presented the IMO’s most prestigious award,
given once a year for “exceptional bravery at sea.”

“We have a bond that will last for the rest of our lives,” says Morgan
“I owe him my life.”

— andy

panama’s new ditch

Being able to transit the Panama Canal, rather than traveling via
the Strait of Magellan or Cape Horn, saves cargo vessels at least 8,000
miles and an untold volume of fossil fuels. But today it is estimated
that a third of the world’s cargo ships are too large to pass through
the 97-year-old Canal. As we learned during our recent visit to The
Ditch, that statistic is about to change. As you read this, a new, longer,
wider set of locks is being built to augment the current parallel lock
system.

As every armchair historian knows, construction of the Panama
Canal was a colossal effort fraught with a wide range of setbacks,
including the deaths of thousands of laborers from all over the globe.
Begun by the French in 1880 and later abandoned, The Ditch was
finally completed by an American-led team in 1914. But the new locks
will be built in a fraction of the timespan.

The third lane’s “three-step” lock system was begun just four years
ago and is slated for completion in 2014 — the 100th anniversary
of the original Canal’s completion. This ambitious upgrade will more
than double the original Canal’s annual transit capacity. Currently,

verutti

will be open to everyone, in hopes of rais-
ing enough money to help Tina and Jos-
selyn — the illness forced the family to sell
their house — not only with expenses, but
to allow Josselyn to carry on sailing the
boat. The details have yet to be finalized,
but Larson said they hope to have it up by
May 1, and leave it open until the class’s
end-of-year dinner.

“I was fortunate to have spent Joel’s final
outing with him,” Larson said. “I spoke
with him at length that day about his boat

The western end of the project. In the foreground is the Victoria disposal area where
unusable excavated material is dumped. It will later be used to fill in swampy areas.

the maximum dimensions of ships (dubbed Panamax vessels) tran-

siting the Canal are 965 feet long x 106 feet wide. The new lane will

accommodate New Panamax vessels as big as 1,200 feet long x 160
continued on outside column of next sightings page

DAVID WILSON

Looking good — A break in the seemingly
unending rainy weather inspired a multitude
of sailors to shake out their sails.
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— cont’d ditch — cont’d
and where it would go after he signed off. feet wide — increases of 25% and 50% respectively. And while the
His hope was that Josselyn would take over current Canal uses a mind-boggling 52 million gallons of water per
ownership. With the help of the Moore ‘fam- “lockage,” water used in the new lane will be recycled via adjacent
ily,” and the fundraiser, we hope to make holding basins.
it possible for the Veruttis to keep sailing We don’t have specific info on how the expansion will affect sailboat-
Mercedes.” ers, but we can only imagine that the expansion will have a positive
Moore sailors are already supporting impact. Currently, the Panama Canal Authority is mandated by treaty
it, pledging donations of everything from to allow small private vessels to pass through the Canal. But we'd
coaching sessions from the class’ successful bet that small boats are viewed as a time-wasting annoyance. With
sailors to vacation rentals. We'll keep you the increased capacity of the third lane, however, they’ll presumably
apprised as it develops. become less of a headache to Canal operators — and wait times may
—rob continued on outside column of next sightings page
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SIGHTINGS

ditch — cont’d
decrease also.

We got some fascinating insights into the massive, $5.25 billion
construction effort from former San Francisco Bay sailor and ex-cruiser
David Wilson, who is currently working on the expansion project.
Having cruised far and wide, he and his wife Sandra Snyder now call
Panama home. “This photo (shot in January) shows the location of the
new Pacific locks construction area (near Panama City),” he explains.

In addition to the new third lane, additional excavation is also be-
ing done to streamline the flow of traffic through the famous Gaillard
Cut and elsewhere.

If you haven’'t been to Panama lately, we can tell you that its
economy is booming. Thanks to Canal profits since the handoff from
the U.S. in 1999, and other investments, this tiny country is said to
have the third largest economy in Latin America. With 14,000 ships
passing through the locks every year, paying an average fee of $90,000

continued on outside column of next sightings page

find it all

Bay Area sailors are lucky for all sorts
of reasons. Not only do we have more
consistent wind than almost anywhere
else in the nation, but the San Francisco
Bay is world-renowned as one of the most
dramatically beautiful sailing venues on
earth. Plus, every April our Bay hosts the
biggest sail-only boat show in the West:
Strictly Sail Pacific, slated for April 14-17
this year.

Our rebounding economy and the
America’s Cup’s arrival here seem to have
pumped up the enthusiasm for this year’s
event, as the roster of vendors and special
activities has expanded substantially.
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at strictly sail

As you’'ll learn when you peruse the
Show Planner that’s bound into this
edition, the wealth of products you can
expect to find at the show ranges from
blocks and shackles to brand new cruis-
ing yachts, and just about everything in
between. And, as always, you can be sure
that the staff working the booths really
know their stuff. In fact, in many cases
a given product’s inventor will be on site
and accessible to share tips and advice.
And most sellers offer special boat show
prices as incentives to buy on the spot.

Another strong argument for attending

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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ditch — cont’d

per transit, the Canal is a veritable cash machine — and its profits
will more than double once the new lane is complete. By the way, the
highest toll paid thus far was a whopping $402,000, and the lowest
was 36¢ — charged in 1928 to a guy who swam it!

— andy

faded beauty

Sausalito has a rich maritime history, and the histories of some of
the boats anchored in Richardson Bay are just as colorful — if they
can be recalled. Far too often, a once-legendary yacht was traded one
too many times and her history was left to rot along with the boat.
A perfect example is the 93-ft classic woody Vadura, moored just off
Schoonmaker Point Marina. Just how she ended up languishing away
in Richardson Bay with a revolving cast of liveaboard ‘caretakers’ was

a mystery.

Until . ..

Out of the mists of ethernet came
an unsolicited note from Ernie Minney,
owner of the ever-popular Minney’s Yacht
Surplus in Costa Mesa, sharing a small
portion of the once-lovely yacht’s story:

“My purchase of Vadura, a teak Mylne
design, in March of ‘83 and the adventures
I had as her master for the three years
I owned her would more than fill this
magazine. I took her off the waterfront of -
Papeete, where she was the status symbol |
of a wealthy Frenchman and was never
sailed. The Frenchman had listed Vadura
in Showboat Magazine for $500,000 but he
wanted me to have her because he knew I
would be good to her. ‘Nothing ventured, |
nothing gained’ has always been a motto
I've lived by so, over lunch in a Papeete

ERNIE MINNEY

restaurant, I offered him $100,000and ‘vadura’ working her way out of
ducked! It was all the money I had. He Cyclone Veena. Note the extra-high
thought for awhile and then said, ‘Give me lifelines. “While setting the trysail on
$100,000 now and another $50,000 one the eve of the storm, they saved my
year from now, and you can have Vadura.’ life,” says Ernie.
That’'s what I did, and it was one of the great adventures of my life.

“We bent on her sails and gave her wings and her freedom. But the
day after my purchase, Cyclone Rewa hit Papeete harbor with winds
in excess of 125 mph and I almost lost my prize. Several weeks later,
while en route to Fatu Hiva from Rangiroa, we stumbled into the birth
place of Cyclone Veena. We had sea room and had to torture our little
ship as we sailed in the trough in an attempt to sail free from the
circular tempest we found ourselves in. We were able to break out
and survived Force 10-plus winds with no damage. Veena went west
and hit Tahiti with winds of over 180 mph and is noted for being the
most destructive hurricane to ever hit French Polynesia. Once out of
the cyclone we visited most of the Marquesas Islands and then sailed
on to Hilo and Lahaina where we changed crew and continued on to
Ensenada.

“Once in Newport Beach, I kept Vadura on our family’s mooring
which, having originally been set up for the 103-ft schooner Puritan,
was the largest in Newport Harbor. I had to have the area specially
dredged as Vadura drew 137z feet! The Newport Harbor Patrol was quite
used to seeing me aground in various parts of our harbor. Luckily,
our harbor bottom is soft sand and mud so the only damage done was
to my pride as I sat stuck — sometimes for several hours — in mid
channel with boats coming at me from all directions wondering why

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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vadura — cont’d

I wasn’t underway. We also owned a bayfront restaurant called Josh
Slocum’s, so I could work on the boat and pick up charters there. At
103 feet LOA, she sure was quite a sight when at the dock!

“During the ‘84 Summer Olympics in L.A., Vadura would leave
Slocum’s dock early every morning to take out spectators to watch
the sailing events in Long Beach Harbor. We never charged for watch-
ing the Olympics from the deck of Vadura so when we returned to
Slocum’s, a lot of happy people crowded into the restaurant and
partied into the night. She also starred as Errol Flynn'’s yacht Sirocco
in the ‘84 CBS Movie of the Week My Wicked, Wicked Ways. The film
crew appreciated that they were on a lovely classic yacht so they were
very careful with all their cameras and gear. The few scenes she was in
took more than 10 days to film. Additionally, Vadura competed in an
Ensenada race and did lots of charters out to the Channel Islands.

“The last storm Vadura and I encountered was Cyclone Divorce.
My wife had had enough adventures afloat — we’d circumnavigated
aboard the 68-ft schooner Shearwater from ‘77-°80 — and she wanted
a divorce. After so many miles and so many adventures, I finally lost
Vadura . . . in a property settlement.

“From time to time, when I go to the Bay Area, I try to find Vadura
and see if any progress has been made in her restoration. The last
time I saw her was about six years ago and I wanted to cry. She was a
gutted-out hulk at anchor off the Sausalito waterfront. In total shock,
I saw that the decks were gone and so was the interior. What a shame
because a brand new interior had been installed in New Zealand. Had
the foolish owners left her alone and only maintained her, she would
have given them another 50 years of service.

“Perhaps I have given you a glimpse of what a lovely yacht Vadura
used to be. While under my stewardship, she was always a lady.”

— ladonna

spring storm slams sausalito

The March 11 tsunami didn’t come close to wreaking as much
havoc on the Bay as did a southerly storm on March 19. The full
force of the storm hit that Saturday evening, sending a number of
anchored boats to their doom and shredding poorly secured roller
furling jibs. “My anemometer maxed at just over 50 knots,” wrote
Jeff Berman, who had his Catalina 36 II Perseverance berthed at
Sausalito’s Schoonmaker Point Marina for the weekend.

o v nas

Boats anchored just off the
" marina in Richardson Bay took
the brunt of the storm. Accord-
ing to Richardson Bay Regional
Agency Harbor Administra-
tor Bill Price, 17 boats — not
including dinghies and skiffs
i £ ! — went walkabout that night.
TSHERIFF | . ~  “It'svery frustrating that people
-3 == who can afford to keep their

boats in marinas try to save

._

they could to help runaway boats.

money by anchoring out,” said
Price. “They underestimate the
damage that other, less-well-

maintained boats can cause when they drag anchor.”

While most of the boats washed up either on Strawberry Point or
near Blackie’s Pasture, a few actually sank at their moorings. The
Coast Guard and Marin Sheriff's Patrol did their best that night
to round up the strays, but only a handful were saved from being
grounded. Many — but not all — of the boats were in derelict condi-
tion, which means Marin County will likely foot much of the bill for
the clean-up.

— ladonna

strictly sail

at least one day is to access the wit and
wisdom of dozens of experts who will be
giving free hourly seminars throughout
the show on a broad range of topics — ev-
erything from galley tips to racing tactics.
Speaking of which, we’ll be offering a little
wit and wisdom ourselves at our Baja Ha-
Ha seminars (both Friday and Saturday
afternoons), and our Pacific Puddle Jump
seminar (Saturday afternoon).

If you're a veteran of either of those
rallies — or hope to be someday — you’ll

Boast littered the shores of Richardson
Bay the day after a big southerly hit.

| Not every victim was a derelict. This well-outfitted boat
~  eventually lost her keel from being grounded.

- —— e ———
T —
i
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— cont’d

want to show up at the Latitude booth at
6 p.m. Friday for free beer, snacks and
spirited story-swapping.

The boat show offers free kids’ sailing
classes, free match racing lessons, and of
course, free boat tours of a wide selection
of brand new sailboats, some of which may
make you salivate. And there’s one attrac-
tion that’s completely unique to the 2011
show: the actual America’s Cup trophy. So
don’t miss the fun. We'll see you there.

— andy

SIGHTINGS

shine on, sunshine

It's been said that the most expensive boat is a free one. My version
of that happened 4% years ago when I found a “really good deal” on
a 1973 home-built 40’-ft catamaran in Mystery Bay, not far from our
home in Port Townsend, Washington. A plywood-over-mahogany-frame
boat, Sunshine has sweet lines and several seaworthy design features
— 20-ft beam, high bridgedeck clearance, lots of forward buoyancy,
and low cabin windage.

In order to buy the cat, I sold my pickup truck, then turned around
and gave the same cash to the guy with the cat — which, to our later
amazement, survived the haulout. I soon realized the true nature of
my new project. With a fresh set of blades for the Sawzall, we went to

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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sunshine — cont’d

work. As it turned out, the whole front half of the bridgedeck under-
side had to go, as well as the fore-and-aft main-strength bulkheads,
cockpit, aft decks and most of the interior. In some areas, entire
cabin sides needed replacement due to leaks and rot. The midships
main-strength bulkheads needed complete rebuilding. The mast step
area had rotted and then been propped up with angle aluminum and
huge, ugly bolts — which were exposed to the berths.

As for the mechanical parts of the boat, the old inboard engines
were either completely ruined or missing, and the engine rooms were
black holes of filth, rot and grease. Miles of wire of various vintages
and voltages were run everywhere, often dead-ending. But the hulls,
decks (previously replaced) and house were in surprisingly good
shape.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

nereida

After two busy months holed up in
Ushuaia, Argentina effecting repairs to
her Najad 380 Nereida — but mostly
waiting for replacement parts to arrive
from Europe — Jeanne Socrates finally
made her way down the Beagle Channel,
leaving Argentina on March 16 bound for
the Falkland Islands.

Socrates, 68, had left Victoria, B.C. on
October 25 on a planned nonstop solo
circumnavigation, but a knockdown on
her approach to Cape Horn on January
5 dealt a crippling blow to her attempt
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underway

to become the oldest female nonstop solo
circumnavigator. With a severely damaged
windscreen/dodger and a broken boom,
Socrates managed to limp into Ushuaia
under her own power.

Considering the damage Nereida suf-
fered in the knockdown, and the fact that
replacement parts and a new boom had
to be shipped from Europe to Argentina,
Socrates’ stay in Ushuaia seems down-
right short. If Socrates is one thing, it’s
determined.

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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sunshine — cont’d

I built a frame to support a series of 40-by-20-ft tarps, and bor-
rowed space heaters to keep the damp cold at bay. Oh, how I longed
to have California weather to work in! The one thing nobody wants to
mention about multihulls, especially catamarans, is that they have
huge surface expanses that need to be cleaned, sanded, primered and

painted. And I had to do that to every square
inch of this cat. But it was wonderful to watch
that ugly duckling turn back into a swan.

The new cockpit and aft decks are what
transformed the cat. The cockpit went from
4-by-5 feet to 6-by-10 feet, so we can now
sleep on deck and entertain friends in nice
weather. I built a new binnacle for the hydrau-
lic steering, which involved a steep learning
curve in order for me to reinstall it correctly. I
also added an aerodynamic davit arch to hoist
the dinghy and support the solar panels.

I did everything using epoxy products.
Thank you, System 3, for your good stuff that
reliably worked in temperatures as low as 40
degrees — those were the kinds of tempera-
tures that I often had to deal with working on

the shores of Puget Sound in the winter.

JOHN HULBURD

There were a couple of interesting things John’s partner, Amy Relnick,

that made my project go a little easier. For navigates through a handy hatch
located over the helm station.

instance, it was my good fortune to purchase
a fine Paul Luke soapstone wood stove from another fellow in the
yard. It was great to hear the crackle of wood heat while working on
yet another cold, grey, rainy day! And after reading in Latitude how
composting toilets have been used successfully in production cata-
marans, I got mine out of storage and installed it.

I painted the cat's topsides OSHA Yellow, thus her new name of
Sunshine. I also fitted two new Yamaha outboards in transom pods
that I bolted below the cockpit. The outboards tilt up into the space
beneath our feet in the cockpit. After a quick rewire and a plumb, the
engines were up and running.

Thanks to a final three-month burst of working 10 hours a day,
seven days a week, Sunshine was launched on the last day of August,
2010. The shakedown sail was 32 days up through the San Juans
and Canadian Gulf Islands. It was heaven. I estimate that, so far, the
trip cost about $1,290 per day, labor excluded!

Restoring Sunshine cost three whole summers of my life and two
girlfriends. Yes, many times I dreamed about torching the whole thing.
But I learned that perseverance is my strong suit, and one must be a
determined soul to get through a project such as mine. Fortunately, I
work part-time and live frugally. Nonetheless, I wouldn’t recommend
doing what I did as a way to get out sailing on the cheap. Time is the
most expensive and dearest commodity in this life, and four years is
a very long time.

All along I've wished I knew the history of my cat. She was built in
or near Los Angeles in '73 during the heyday of backyard multihull
building. Originally named Double Dipper, she was renamed Cloud
Nine during her years as a party boat out of Portland.

The former owner says he heard she’d been to Mexico, and was
then abandoned for years in Sitka. One year he took her up the Co-
lumbia River as far as Idaho — and almost lost her in a forest fire that
burned down to the river's edge! But that’s all I know. I'd love to hear
from anyone who knows who designed and/or built her, and more of
her history. I've searched every book and magazine, and have never
seen one like her. Even my friends who were building multihulls in
California in the '70s say she’s unique. If you know anything about
Sunshine, please email me at wholebird@gmail.com.

— john hulburd
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alaska eagle explores south georgia

Most sailors, at some point in their sailing careers, read tales of
derring-do and yearn for wild adventures of their own. Scant few are
fortunate enough to make those adventures a reality. But students
aboard Alaska Eagle — Orange Coast College School of Sailing and
Seamanship’s 65-ft, S&S-designed, aluminum sloop — do just that when
they sign up for a leg on one of the boat’s many training cruises.

Alaska Eagle left Newport Beach on October 30 on an eight-month,
eight-leg circumnavigation of South America. The first four legs got

the boat around Cape
Horn and as far as Ush-
uaia, Argentina, where
Pacific Palisades’ Anton
Kozhevnikov boarded as
one of eight student sail-
ors signed up for Leg 5 —a
potentially grueling romp
to South Georgia Island
and up to Buenos Aires.
“It was the only leg that
interested me,” recalled
Anton when asked why
he signed up for the trip.

“I wanted to get to a place

‘Alaska Eagle’ makes her way through Drygalski Fjord that I didn’t think I could
on the southern end of the island.

get to on my own, so to do

it on such a beast of a boat was very appealing.” An avid outdoorsman,
Anton was very familiar with Alaska Eagle, having sailed a leg from
Friday Harbor, Washington to the Bay two years ago.

Anton says he would classify every student on the boat as, at the
very least, an intermediate sailor. “Everyone had ocean experience and
great stories to tell,” he noted. Those tales, in fact, are part of what made
the journey such a memorable experience, and what helped bring the
11 very diverse sailors together as a crew.

Skippering Leg 5 was renowned sailing master Richard Crowe, with
the school’s director, Brad Avery, acting as first mate — a stellar line-
up, the magnitude of which was not lost on Anton. “To do this trip with
Rich and Brad on one of the best-prepared boats in the world was a
chance of a lifetime,” he gushed. “Everyone aboard realized that.”

Prepared as they were for whatever the Southern Ocean would hand
up, the entire crew was shocked by the weather they encountered on
their way to South Georgia. Instead of 50-knot winds and 40-ft seas,
Alaska Eagle ran nearly dead-downwind in 20 knots and 10-ft seas
almost the entire way. “It would have been a tradewind passage if the
temperatures hadn’t been in the low 50s,” says Anton.

The crew spent 10 awe-inspiring days exploring the island, mingling
with emperor penguins, communing with fur seals, and hiking abso-
lutely everywhere. When asked for his impression of South Georgia,
Anton was so overcome with emotion he could barely form a sentence:
“Desolate . . . glaciers . . . very isolated . . . beautiful . . . serene . . .
breathtaking. It's raw nature down there. You really can feel that it’s the
kind of place that takes a long time and a real adventure to reach.”

One of Anton’s favorite moments was drinking whiskey at Ernest
Shackleton’s grave with Rich Crowe on their shared birthday, Febru-
ary 19. “I loved reading about Shackleton’s adventures, especially in
his book South,” he said. “It was like paying homage to the man who
inspired me.”

The last part of the leg, from South Georgia to Buenos Aires, was a
little harder on the crew, with 30 knots on the nose and pounding seas
for four days, but Alaska Eagle took the beating like the champ that
she is, and soon crossed the 40th parallel. “It warmed up 10 degrees
very quickly,” recalls Anton. “We all started shaving again — even Jeff
Svihus, who had a big, bushy beard he hadn’t shaved in years!”

continued on outside column of next sightings page

nereida

With the help of many local workers,
and the generosity of passing cruisers,
she managed to get Nereida seaworthy
again in record time. “It was very frus-
trating being trapped for so long,” she
told us. “It’s just great to be free to sail
on again!”

Nereida arrived in Port Stanley in the
Falklands on March 19 after an unevent-
ful passage from Puerto Espanol. Jeanne
spent a week exploring the islands and
working on a few remaining issues aboard

»

The 200-ft ‘Bayard’ was wrecked in Ocean Har-
bour 100 years ago and is now a breeding ground
- for blue-eyed shags, a type of cormorant.

E Jeff Svihus shaved his beard at 40°S.
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— cont’d

Nereida before heading off for Cape Town,
which was planned for March 29. “I was
going to leave on March 28 but a deep low
is forming,” she said. “No point in heading
straight out into strong north winds!”
Once in Cape Town, she’ll have officially
completed a full circuit of the globe via
three of the five Great Capes — she left
there last March after aborting her first
nonstop solo attempt. You can follow her
progress at wwuw.svnereida.com.
— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

alaska eagle — cont’d

Now back home, the 39-year-old geographer dreams of preparing
his Aries 32, Horizon, for a trip of her own, hopefully to Hawaii and the
Pacific Northwest. “A trip like this prepares you for your own personal
adventures,” he said. “Now if my wife will just give the okay . . . .”

The crew of Alaska Eagle had just reached Rio de Janeiro as this
issue went to press, with Leg 7’s departure for Antigua scheduled for
April 1. From there, she’ll head to Panama with an estimated arrival
back home in Newport on June 15. There’s little doubt that the crews’
online reports — which can be found at wwuw.occsailing.com — are
inspiring more than one landbound sailor to take the leap and commit
their own acts of derring-do.

— ladonna

‘Alaska Eagle’ heading out of King Edward
Cove for more gunkholing of the north-
- east coast of South Georgia Island.
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