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Sticky Note
Welcome to the June 2009 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

You can now choose between downloading the entire magazine as one file, or as two smaller sections.

You can then use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Enjoy the experience of a great sail!



510-865-1200
Leasing Office Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com
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Have you ever had the feeling you aren’t 
getting the most out of your money?

• Prime deep water concrete slips in 
a variety of sizes

• Great Estuary location at the heart 
of the beautiful Alameda Island

• Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled

• FREE pump out station open 24/7
• Full Service Marine Center and 

haul out facility
• Free parking
• Free WiFi on site!
And much more…

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 

TENANTS

Alameda Prop and Machine ....... 146

Bay Island Yachts ......................... 10

Blue Pelican Marine ................... 179

The Boat Yard at Grand Marina ... 27

Marine Lube ............................... 180

Pacific Crest Canvas ..................... 67

Pacific Yacht Imports ................... 11

Rooster Sails .............................. 103

UK-Halsey Sailmakers ................. 54

Grand Marina offers the best you can get without breaking the 
bank! Give us a call or stop by our office today and see what 
you’ve been missing.

Visit us on our website at www.grandmarina.com



*Powered by Pineapples
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Pineapples – Always in Season

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

Cassiopeia, Nancy, Baleineau, Goose, Ditzy, Elan, Can o’Whoopass, Kelika*

Last month’s Yacht Racing Association’s season opener to Vallejo and back divided up 295 boats into 14 divisions. It was a weekend 
of delightful racing with plenty of wind and challenging current.

Boats powered by Pineapple Sails placed first in 8 of 14 divisions on the Saturday segment. Kit Wiegman won his division on his Islander 
36, Cassiopeia using a shiny new Dacron main. Patrick Broderick’s WylieCat 30, Nancy, won his division with his new Pineapple mainsail 
made of Carbon. Charlie and Candace Brochard’s Olson 34, Baleineau, won their division with a brand new Dacron Pineapple mainsail. 

And there were Pineapple powered winners with not-so-new sails as well: Mike and Lorianna Kastrop on their Catalina 30, Goose, 
won their class on Saturday. Deb Clark and Ralf Morgan on their Alerion Express 28, Ditsy. Bill Riess in the Express 37 fleet on 
Elan. Richard von Ehrenkrook on his Cal 20, Can O’ Whoopass. And Michael Weaver on his Hunter 33.5, Kelika.

Join this great group of people! Invest in Pineapple Sails. They will take you where you want to be.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at: West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; or Svendsen’s in Alameda.
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Cover: Some of our favorite destinatons are
the South of France, St. Barth and Angel Island's Ayala Cove.

Photo: Latitude/LaDonna 

Copyright 2009 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anecdotes, 
photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line somewhere. 
Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to a West Coast 
or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety of pertinent, 
in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white prints with 
identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be legible. 
These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, but if 
you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions to 
editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 Lo-
cust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.



www.passageyachts.blogspot.com • www.passageyachts.com

Pt. Richmond 
Office

Alameda Office
Marina Village

FOR THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE

BENETEAU 47.7, '01 ................. 228,000
BENETEAU 473 .............. 2 from 259,000
EXPLORER 45, '79 .................... 130,000
BENETEAU 43, '08 .................... 239,000
TAYANA VANCOUVER 42, '79 ..... 79,500
SUNNFJORD 42, '81 (power) .... 118,500
CALIFORNIAN 42, '87 (power) .. 119,950
CASCADE 41, '71 ........................ 59,500
CARROLL MARINE 1200, '95 ..... 89,000
BENETEAU 400, '94 .................. 114,900
BENETEAU 393 .......... two from 143,000
ISLAND PACKET 370, 04 .......... 299,000
BENETEAU FIRST 36.7, '05 ...... 127,500
CS 36, '84 .................................... 55,000
SEA RAY 340, '06 (power) ......... 169,000
TIARA 29, '98 (power).................. 69,900

Two
Locations!

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
p: 510-236-2633 
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Suite 101 

p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

All the dealers in the U.S. are sharing inventory during this huge sales 
event to bring you the best deal ever on a Beneteau in stock – anywhere.

Unbelievable prices on all sizes from 31' to 57'
First Series and Cruising Series

If you are looking for the deal of a lifetime – don't miss this opportunity!

BENETEAU     ISLAND PACKET     ALERION EXPRESS     WAUQUIEZ

On June 5, 6, and 7, take advantage of the 
National Beneteau Sales Event – Invest in America

See the full line of Island Packets at our docks

37' ESTERO The new Estero is a unique addition 
to the Island Packet line of cruisers. 
It has all the quality and comfort of 
the larger yachts with a deck plan 
ideal for the singlehanded sailor or 
couple that wants ultimate ease 
of handling and swift, easy sail-
ing. The Estero features the Hoyt 
boom making the jib self-tending, 
and a comfortable cockpit and 
deck. The innovative interior has 
as much storage and liveability 
as a 40-footer. A perfect boat for 
weekends, family vacations or long 
distance cruising.

Full Line: 485 - 465CC - 460 - SP Cruiser 41 - 37 - Estero

June Events
VIP Sailing Day June 6

Summer Sailstice June 20-21
Open Boat Weekend June 27

Beneteau 423 2004
Immaculate condition, low 
hours with Sausalito slip.
$198,000 
Call Jim Tull

Beneteau 45f5 1991
Bruce Farr design. Cruise 
and race equipped. Excel-
lent condition. $160,000 
Call Jack Woida

WAUQUIEZ HOOD 38
Proven bluewater cruiser. 
Well maintained.
$59,000
Call Chris Corlett

X-412 2001
Like new cond. Flag blue 
hull. Euro craft meets high 
performance. $212,000 
Call Torben Bentsen

Tartan 4400 2005
Loaded. Beautiful interior. 
Ready to cruise the world. 
$475,000 
Call Jim Long

Fantasia 35 1979
Center cockpit. Unique in-
terior. Affordable cruiser. 
$74,900
Call Don Wilson

Brokerage – Staff Picks
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www.tridentfunding.com

B O A T
LOANS

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

from

Trident Funding

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG
MARGE BROOKSHIRE

(888) 883-8634

In San Diego call

MIKE LOCKARD

(619) 255-5666

❏	eBooks are now free!
Check out www.latitude38.com and click on
eBooks to see what we're talking about. 
Our eBooks are in PDF format, 
easy to use with Adobe Reader

❏	Enclosed is $36 for one year Third Class Postage
 (Delivery time 2-3 weeks; Postal Service will not forward third class, so you must
 make address change with us in writing.)

❏	Enclosed is $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time

  2-3 days; FPO/APO (military), Canada & Mexico subscriptions are first class only)

❏	Third Class Renewal   ❏	First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

❏	Gift Subscription –
 

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City State Zip

❏	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

❏	 Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
Current issue = $6.00    •    With classy ad placed = $5.00
Back Issues = $7.00 (must indicate exact issue by month or vol. #)

❏	MASTERCARD ❏	viSA ❏	AMERiCAN ExPRESS

Number:__________________________________Exp.:_ __________ csv:________

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please read form carefully
before submitting.

We_regret_that_we_cannot
accept_foreign_subscriptions.

Check,_money_order,_or
credit_card_information

must_accompany_request.

Please allow 4-6 wks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

Free
eBooks

Card to
read from:

Phone: (       ) Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor .........Richard Spindler .......... richard@latitude38.com .......ext. 111 
Associate Publisher .............John Arndt ................... john@latitude38.com ...........ext. 108
Managing Editor ..................John Riise .................... johnr@latitude38.com ..........ext. 110 
Senior Editor .......................Andy Turpin ................. andy@latitude38.com...........ext. 112 
Associate Editor ..................LaDonna Bubak ........... ladonna@latitude38.com ......ext. 109 
Associate Editor ..................Rob Grant .................... rob@latitude38.com .............ext. 105
Advertising Sales ................John Arndt ................... john@latitude38.com ...........ext. 108 
Advertising Sales ................Shawn Grassman......... shawn@latitude38.com ........ext. 107 
Classified Sales ...................Mary Briggs ................. class@latitude38.com ..........ext. 104
General Manager .................Colleen Levine ............. colleen@latitude38.com .......ext. 102 
Production/Web ..................Christine Weaver ......... chris@latitude38.com ..........ext. 103 
Production/Photos ..............Annie Bates-Winship ... annie@latitude38.com ..........ext. 106
Bookkeeping .......................Helen Nichols............... helen@latitude38.com ..........ext. 101

Directions to our office ...........................................................................................press 4 
Subscriptions .......................................................................................................press 1,4 
Classified ............................class@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,1 
Distribution .........................distribution@latitude38.com....................................press 1,5 
Editorial ...............................editorial@latitude38.com .........................................press 1,6 
Calendar ..............................calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email .........................general@latitude38.com

Please address all correspondence by person or department name 
15 Locust Avenue, Mill valley, CA 94941  •  (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

www.latitude38.com



More great deals!
2006 Jeanneau 45............................. $319,000
2004 Hunter 36 ................................. $119,500
1989 Fairweather 39......................... $109,000
1992 Solaris Cat 36 ..............................$99,990
1991 Hunter 37 ....................................$74,900
1999 Hunter 310 ..................................$44,995

by Group Beneteau

Built for cruisers that also appreciate performance 

sailing, Jeanneau is a unique combination of style, 

comfort and power in one competitively priced 

package. With its sleek, modern design, elegant 

interiors, seaworthy construction and exceptional 

sailing performance, Jeanneau, by Group Beneteau, 

is recognized worldwide as the cruising sailboat for 

serious sailors. See for yourself why Jeanneau is one 

of the world’s largest selling sailboats.

PRE-CRUISED SPECIALS

2005 Hunter 44DS
$210,000

2005 Hunter 41DS 
$187,500

2007 Hunter 36 
$149,995

2007 Hunter 44DS
$220,000

NEW: Marina Village Office
1070 Marina Village Pwy.

Alameda, CA
(510) 749-9001

Ballena Bay Office
1120 Ballena Blvd.

Alameda, CA 
(510) 521-5544

     
     

     
See us at:

Summer S
ails

tic
e

6/20/09  |  
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and YC

Marina Village Office
1070 Marina Village Parkway
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 749-9001

Open Daily 9am – 5pm

WIN a $150 gift certificate
from West Marine.
Send us an email at info@cruisingyachts.net,
include you name and contact information,  
and be automatically enrolled in a  
drawing on June 30!

Jeanneaus at  
our NEW office:

Offered Exclusively in Northern California By 

Cruising Yachts Inc.
www.cruisingyachts.net

Blowout Sale, June 13-14
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Visit Our Showroom At
333 Kennedy St. • Oakland, CA 94606

510-533-0121
www.starmarineelectronics.com

Visit our mobile showroom

OPEN HOUSE one day 
only

Saturday, June 13, 2009
NO SALES TAX!*

Raymarine Mobile Showroom
• See the latest Raymarine technology
• See and try the all new A-Series & C-Wide Series
• Factory reps on hand
• FREE software upgrade for your C or E Series display
• See the new Platinum Plus cartography from Navionics

Take advantage of Raymarine's 
Upgrade & Trade Sales Event.

Rebate Specials and 
Special Event Rebates, such as:

Raymarine E-80 Display 
MAP price $2,699 

Upgrade/Trade Rebate: $200 
Special Event Rebate: $250 

Plus NO SALES TAX!* 

SpecialDiscount Pricing

*No sales tax for special 
event day pricing.
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OPEN HOUSEone day 
only

9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
Free Food    Free Parking    Free Door Prizes

Free Soft Drinks    Free Seminars

*We Pay 
Your Sales Tax!

On all parts and accessories purchased 
from stock in our huge chandlery.

Plus
All Boats, Motors and Trailers

ON SALE
Preview at 

www.outboardmotorshop.com
© 2009 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner's manual. 
5-year warranty standard on all new Honda outboard engines purchased.  

Check with participating dealers for complete details.

Win a Honda 8-hp
outboard!

333 Kennedy St. • Oakland, CA 94606
510-533-9290

Fax 510-533-3374Where the professionals shop!

Additional Features
Brother's Boats with 

Trophy fishing boats

Diversified Marine Products

Sal's Inflatables FREE Liferaft 
Seminar and demonstrations

Achilles Inflatables from Sal's
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(510) 814-0400
Fax (510) 814-8765
In Grand Marina

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.bayislandyachts.com

yachtsales@bayislandyachts.com

1984

NONSUCH 30 ULTRA HUNTER 45

1988. Reduced! $79,500

1977, $110,000

FORMOSA 51

NEW LISTINGS WANTED

NONSUCH 33

1989, $125,000

ViSiT US ONLiNE AT www.bAyiSLANdyACHTS.COM

2000. Reduced! $110,000

HUNTER 380

ARROw CAT 30

New! 2009, $187,500

FOUNTAiNE PAJOT 43

2002 Belize, $350,000

CATALiNA 34

1988, $43,900

(510) 234-4400

1230 Brickyard Cove Road, #106
Pt. Richmond, CA 94801

In Brickyard Cove Marina

•  Classic dodgers and biminis
•  Wavestopper hardtop dodgers
•  Drop-top folding dodgers
•  Enclosures  •  Custom canvas

All sewing in Tenara thread

Durable GooDs 
Better Materials 

Thoughtful, Innovative Designs
Top Quality Workmanship

McGinnis Insurance

Knowledge  Commitment

Reliability  Service

Call us at:  800-486-4008
mcginnsins@aol.com

License #0570469

Since 1972

Large and small, we do them all!



Pacific Yacht Imports We’re at Grand Marina
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1977 VALIANT 32 CUTTER
Classic Robert Perry design. Solid, 

basic platform to build your cruising 
boat and priced accordingly. 

$34,500

Dave Wolfe  •  Neil Weinberg

1982 TAYANA 42 CC
Well cared for and well equipped

bluewater cruiser. Great layout with 
loads of storage and a separate stall 

shower in aft head. $129,500

Tel (510) 865-2541    Fax (510) 865-2369
tayana@mindspring.comwww.pacificyachtimports.net

2051 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501

Exclusive West Coast Dealer for Tayana Yachts

TAYANA 54 DECK SALON AT OUR DOCKS

1988 FRASER 51 CUTTER
 Wingstar is a Canadian-built center 

cockpit cutter. Great shape and 
ready to go again. 

$249,000

1997 TARTAN 4600
Must see!! Custom kevlar reinforced 
hull. Beautifully maintained with a

huge inventory of equipment and sails. 
$425,000

1978 TARTAN 30
Clean, well taken care of example

of this timeless S&S design.
$19,500

2007 TAYANA 46 PILOTHOUSE
Cruise in comfort in any climate with inside 
steering. With only 12 hours on Yanmar 
100 hp dsl, she's virtually new. Over 1,000-
mile range under power. $369,000

1973 C&C 48 SLOOP
Great ex-racer refit at the factory with 
a new interior, wiring, rod rigging and 

Perkins MT 80.
$175,000

1990 TAYANA 55
Well cared for and consistently 

upgraded. New teak decks in 2006. 
New engine 2008. Lying Turkey.

$360,000

1973 BREWER 43 CC KETCH
Custom center cockpit teak ketch prop-
erly maintained by a meticulous owner.

$69,000

2005 TAYANA 48 DECK SALON 
Like new with only 71 hrs on Yanmar. 

Raymarine electronics, air/heat,
genset, Corian, LeisureFurl main,

electric winches. $489,900

AT OUR DOCKS

REDUCED

2005 TAYANA 48 CC
Just back from Mexico in great shape 

with everything you need for this
year's Baja Ha-Ha.

$469,000

REDUCED

S E L E C T    B R O K E R A G E

2000 BENETEAU FIRST 40.7
Race ready with many upgrades like 

larger motor, oversize primary winches, 
carbon spin pole, professionally faired. 

$160,000

SISTERSHIP

REDUCED



CALENDAR

Non-Race
	 May 29-31	—	11th	Annual	Catalina	Owners	Rendezvous	
at	Tradewinds	Sailing	School	&	Club	at	Marina	Bay	in	Rich-
mond.	Info,	www.raft.c380.org	or	(925)	820-7370.
	 May 30	—	About	Boating	Safely	course	by	USCGA	Flotilla	
17	at	Yerba	Buena	CG	Station,	8:30	a.m.-5:30	p.m.	$55	fee	
includes	lunch	and	book.	Info,	dktalton@comcast.net	or	(415)	
285-1100.
	 May 31	 —	 Fun	 in	 the	 Delta	 talk	 at	 the	 Bay	 Model	 in	
Sausalito,	1-3	p.m.	Get	a	bird's	eye	view	of	the	spots	to	hit	dur-
ing	your	Delta	cruise.	Info,	www.spn.usace.army.mil/bmvc.
	 June, 1959	—	 Marin	 Power	 Squadron	 begins	 teaching	
thousands	of	boaters	the	rules	of	the	road	and	good	seaman-
ship.	
	 June 3-24	—	Wednesday	Yachting	Luncheon	Series	at	St.	
Francis	YC,	12-2	p.m.,	$13.50.	Enjoy	lunch	and	a	dynamic	
speaker	every	Wednesday.	All	YCs'	members	welcome.	More	
info	under	the	'Events'	tab	at	www.stfyc.com.
	 June 6	—	Nautical	Swap	Meet	at	San	Leandro	YC,	8	a.m.-1	
p.m.	Food	&	live	music!	Info	(510)	975-5220.
	 June 6, 13, 27	—	Sail	 aboard	San	Francisco	Maritime	
National	Historic	Park's	scow	schooner	Alma.	Learn	the	Bay's	
history	on	this	3-hour	voyage,	leaving	Hyde	St.	Pier	at	1	p.m.	
$35	adult,	$20	kids	6	&	up.	Info,	www.nps.gov/safr.
 June 7	—	Howl	at	the	full	moon	on	a	Sunday	night.
 June 7-28 —	Free	sailing	at	Pier	40	every	Sunday	courtesy	
of	BAADS.	Info,	(415)	281-0212	or	www.baads.org.
	 June 7, 21	—	Cal	Sailing	Club's	free	introductory	sails	at	
Berkeley	Marina,	1-4	p.m.	Info,	www.cal-sailing.org.
	 June 7	—	Minney's	Marine	Swap	Meet,	daylight	to	noon	
in	Costa	Mesa.	Info,	(949)	548-4192	or	minneys@aol.com.
	 June 8	—	An	Evening	with	Chris	Welsh,	owner	of	65-ft,	
14-time	TransPac	winner,	and	winner	of	the	'08	Tahiti	Race,	
Ragtime.	Dinner	starts	at	7	p.m.,	$25.	RYC,	(510)	237-2821.
 June 8	—	World	Ocean	Day	was	created	at	the	1992	Earth	
Summit	to	celebrate	the	stuff	that	makes	up	70%	of	our	planet.	
Info,	www.worldoceanday.com.
 June 11	—	Single	sailors	of	all	skill	levels	are	invited	to	the	
Single	Sailors	Association	monthly	meeting	at	Ballena	Bay	
YC,	6:30	p.m.	Info,	www.singlesailors.org, www.bbyc.org	or	
(510)	233-1064.
	 June 12-21	—	The	Raymarine	Mobile	Showroom	will	be	
parked	at	Bay	Area	West	Marines	for	you	to	try	out	new	prod-
ucts,	11	a.m.-4	p.m.	6/12:	San	Carlos;	6/14:	South	San	Fran-
cisco;	6/18:	Sacramento;	6/20:	Sausalito;	6/21:	Alameda.
	 June 13	—	Marine	Swap	Meet	at	Alameda	West	Marine,	7	
a.m.-2	p.m.	Info,	(510)	521-4865.
	 June 13	—	Group	Open	House	at	Star	Marine	in	Oakland	
with	the	Raymarine	Mobile	Showroom,	Sal's	Inflatables,	Out-
board	Motor	Shop,	Diversified	Marine	Products	&	Brother's	
Boats.	Discounts,	demos	&	seminars.	Info,	(510)	533-0121.
	 June 19-20	—	Raymarine	Mobile	Showroom	at	Johnson	
Hicks	Marine	Electronics	 in	Sausalito,	9	a.m.-5	p.m.	 Info,	
(415)	331-3166.
	 June 19-21	—	Tahiti-Moorea	Sailing	Rendezvous,	hosted	
by	Latitude 38	and	Tahiti	Tourisme.	This	free	event	is	focused	
on	cross-cultural	appreciation	and	includes	a	cocktail	party,	
a	sailing	rally	to	Moorea,	Polynesian	music	and	dance	per-
formances,	and	cruiser	participation	in	traditional	Tahitian	
sports	—	the	highlight	of	which	is	the	six-person	outrigger	
canoe	races.	Info,	www.pacificpuddlejump.com.
	 June 20	—	Triton	One-Design	of	San	Francisco's	lunch	
cruise-in	 to	 Quinn's	 Lighthouse	 on	 the	 Estuary.	 Former,	
current	and	wannabe	vintage	Alberg	owners	welcome!	Info,	
http://albergssfbay.memberlodge.com.
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We insure racers and cruisers all over 
the world with prompt, reliable service.

www.marinersins.com

SAN DIEGO
(800) 639-0002

Fax (619) 226-6410
Lic. # 0A96346

SEATTLE
(800) 823-2798 • (206) 281-8144

Fax (206) 281-8036

NO. CALIFORNIA
(800) 853-6504 • (650) 373-0595

Fax (650) 548-1585
email: boomeins@aol.com

Lic. # 0A99058

L.A./ORANGE COUNTY
(800) 992-4443 • (949) 642-5174

Fax (949) 642-0252
Lic. # 0D36887

BRADENTON, FLORIDA
(800) 914-9928
Lic. # E051940

Attention 
Cruisers!
mexiCAn
liAbility

insurAnCe 
online

It's a Mariner's Fact:

New! 
PUERTO VALLARTA

(949) 274-4111

Now	with	six	offices	offering	
you	local	insurance	service	

and	global	insurance	coverage.

Ask
About our 
new rACing

sAilboAt
ProgrAm!

We represent more marine insurance 
companies than any other agency.



2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

20' THOMPSON T590, '02 $14,000
Dinghy-like sailing in a keelboat! Easy to 
launch. Very powerful upwind, easy to roll 
tack, exciting off wind performance.

25' SEAWARD with Trailer, '97 $32,500
Loads of fun and easy to trailer. 25-inch shoal 
draft for gunkholing. Well equipped and 
maintained by knowledgeable owner.

31' MARINER KETCH, '73 $24,900
This proven cruiser is capable of taking you 
anwhere and small enough to be easily 
handled by a couple. Nice interior.

32' ELITE 324, '86 $44,000
Elegant French design, solid construction and 
bright interior. A great alternative to a Catalina 
320 at a substantial savings.

38' HANS CHRISTIAN 38T, '86 $119,500
Hokulani has been well maintained and has 
enjoyed continuous upgrades. She's easy to 
tack and maneuver with her Telstar keel.

36' HERRESHOFF NEREIA, '70 $35,500
A beautiful ketch! She sports new sails 
and has a Westerbeke diesel. An excellent 
cruiser, she will turn heads in any port.

Go to
www.yachtfinders.biz

for all our 80+ listings!

42' LANCER, '81 $54,900
Roomy and very liveable sailing vessel with 
large rooms, big tankage, spacious cockpit 
and a proven track record.

30' CATALINA, '87 $34,900
Rune has been maintained well and shows 
pride of ownership. A folding wheel makes 
the cockpit very roomy. Nice canvas.

35' CAL 30/35, '70 $24,500
Windthief has been extended with a scoop 
transom and totally modified by industry pros. 
Check her list of upgrades and gear!

41' CT KETCH, '73 $82,000
If a traditional pilothouse vessel is what 
you are looking for, you owe it to yourself 
to inspect Lieveling. Call us now!

44' MASON, '90 $237,500
Priced to sell, Juliet is currently cruising the 
Pacific Northwest. Showings can easily be 
arranged in the Seattle area.

33' NEWPORT, '84 $28,900
Popular, proven racer/cruiser does many 
things well. She's easily singlehanded and 
makes an ideal boat for weekending.

FORMOSA 56 Center Cockpit
1981

CATANA 472 Caligo
2001

Precious few vessels compare to the beauty, style, and seaworthiness of The Lost 
Soul. Every detail of her extensive 2005 refit was well executed and she has seen 
light use since then. No expense was spared from the off-watch station to the 
special work stations, or from the multiple watermakers to the flat-screen TVs in 
every stateroom. She is seriously for sale. If you envision long-range cruising or 
a luxurious life aboard, The Lost Soul awaits your inspection. Seller will consider 
smaller yacht or property in trade.       Asking $450,000.

Based on the highly successful Catana 471, which won Cruising World magazine's 
1999 Multihull Boat of the Year Award, Catana teamed up with the French design 
house Caligo, to design the 'haute couture' of cruising catamarans. The limited 
edition Catana 472 has a beautifully styled, luxuriously-finished interior that leaves 
nothing to be desired, plus she offers plenty of sailing pleasure with unmatched 
performance in a cruising cat. Owner will consider a trade for a home, townhome 
or condominium that is located in San Diego County.     Asking $699,000.

Celebrate Sailing
JUNE 20

www.summersailstice.com
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CALENDAR

	 June 20	—	Bay	sailors	are	invited	to	Treasure	Island's	big	
Summer	Sailstice	party,	noon-7	p.m.	Live	music,	food,	trea-
sure	hunts	and	a	boat-building	contest	will	keep	the	whole	
family	entertained.	Anchor	in	Clipper	Cove	for	the	weekend.	
Find	out	more	at	www.summersailstice.com.	
	 June 20-21	—	Celebrate	with	sailors	around	the	world	
during	Summer	Sailstice.	Sign	up	for	fun	prizes	and	see	who'll	
be	sailing	in	your	area	at www.summersailstice.com.
	 June 21	—	While	you're	out	celebrating	the	solstice,	be	
sure	to	take	Dad	along	for	the	ride.
	 June 26	—	Free	Boat	Electrical	&	Battery	class	at	San	
Jose	West	Marine.	Call	(408)	246-1147	to	sign	up.
	 June 27-July 3	—	Latitude 38's	inaugural	Delta	Doo	Dah,	
a	laid-back	rally	to	the	warm	Delta	waters.	Follow	the	event	
on	Twitter	or	at	www.deltadoodah.com.
	 June 28	—	Master	Mariners	Wooden	Boat	Show	at	Corin-
thian	YC,	10	a.m.-4	p.m.	Info,	www.mastermariners.org.
	 July 4	—	Celebrate	Independence	Day	at	Barron	Hilton's	
Fireworks	Extravaganza	at	Mandeville	Tip	in	the	Delta.
	 July 16	—	Free	presentation	on	Modern	Sailing	Instructor	
John	Connolly's	trip	from	the	Canaries	to	Morocco,	Gibraltar	
and	Mallorca	at	GGYC,	6:30	p.m.	Info,	(800)	995-1668.
	 Aug. 1	—	Flea	Market	&	Maritime	Celebration	at	Galilee	
Harbor	in	Sausalito,	8	a.m.-6	p.m.	Info,	(415)	332-8554	or	
www.galileeharbor.org.

Racing
	 May 29-31	—	ICSA	Team	Race	Championship,	TISC/Cal	
Berkeley/Cal	Maritime.	Info,	www.collegesailing.org
	 May 30	—	YRA-HDA/ODCA.	SBYC,	www.yra.org.
  May 30	—	YRA-WBRA	in	Mid-Bay.	Info,	www.yra.org.
	 May 30-31	—	J/105	Invitational.	SFYC,	www.sfyc.org.
	 May 31	—	 Spring	 Series	 #3	 (Lidos)	 on	 Fremont's	 Lake	
Elizabeth.	Info,	www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 June 1-3	—	ICSA	Coed	Dinghy	National	Championship.	
StFYC,	www.collegesailing.org
	 June 6	—	Delta	Ditch	Run,	from	Richmond	to	Stockton.	
RYC/SSC, www.richmondyc.org, www.stocktonsc.org	or	(510)	
237-2821.	
	 June 6-7	—	YRA-OYRA	Drake's	Bay.	CYC,	www.yra.org.
	 June 6-7	—	26th	Annual	Classic	Mariners'	Regatta	in	Port	
Townsend,	WA.	For	wooden	boats	 of	 classic	 designs.	 Info,	
www.woodenboat.org.
	 June 12-13	—	West	Marine/Challenged	America	Regatta	
in	San	Diego.	A	fundraiser	for	Challenged	America's	adaptive	
sailing	program.	Paul	Cayard	will	give	the	keynote	speech,	
with	racing	on	both	days.	Info,	www.wmcaregatta.com.
	 June 13	—	YRA-WBRA	City.	StFYC,	www.yra.org.
	 June 13-14	 —	 Finn	 California	 Championships.	 SFYC,	
www.sfyc.org.
	 June 13-14	—	El	Toro	Regionals	on	Clear	Lake.	Info,	www.
eltoroyra.org.
	 June 17	—	Coastal	Cup	Race,	from	the	Bay	to	Catalina	
Island.	A	perfect	feeder	for	the	TransPac.	EYC,	(510)	823-5175	
or	www.enicnal.org	or	vicecommodore@encinal.org.
	 June 19-21	—	Catalina	25,	250,	and	Capri	25	Nationals	
at	BYC.	Info,	www.catalina-capri-25s.com.
	 June 19-21	—	Woodies	Invite.	StFYC,	www.stfyc.com.
	 June 20 —	YRA	Spring	3/Summer	Sailstice.	SBYC,	www.
yra.org.
	 June 20-21	—	BAYS	#2	for	420s,	FJs	&	Lasers;	Jr.	Olym-
pic	Festival;	&	Summer	Sailstice	Regatta	at	TISC.	Info,	www.
bayarea-youthsailing.com.
	 June 20-21	—	Summer	Keel	1	&	2.	SFYC,	www.sfyc.org.
	 June 21	—	Summer	Series	#1	(FJs)	on	Fremont's	Lake	
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888.325.4353
HSyacht.com

1984 LM 30’ Mtrslr $69,000
2000 Hunter 310    $54,900 
2007 Hunter 31    $89,500 
1990 Hunter Vision $39,900
1995 Catalina 320 $66,000
1991 Hunter 32  $42,500 
2003 Jeanneau 32   $89,000
2003 Hunter 326   $69,900
2005 Hunter 33    $99,500 
1987 Catalina 34  $49,900
2003 Hunter 326    $69,900
2005 Hunter 33  $99,000 
1999 Hunter 340  $83,500
1972 Coronado 34   $29,900 
1985 Irwin 34  $35,000
2000 Hunter 340  $79,900
1986 Hunter 34     $49,500 
1997 Catalina 34   $81,250 
2005 Hunter 36  $129,900
2002 Catalina 36  $119,500
2005 Catalina 36 $129,500
1987 Catalina 36 $55,000 
1996 Hunter 376 $117,000
1987 Hunter 37    $55,000
1996 Hunter 375  $92,000 
1980 Choate 37    $39,000 
1999 Isld Pckt 380 $235,000
1994 Catalina 38  $119,000
1969 Hughes 38 $27,800
1990 C&C 37+  $99,000
2003 Beneteau 393 $149,000 
1970 Pearson 39    $54,900 
1994 Beneteau 40  $118,500
2004 Catalina 400  $199,000
2000 Jeanneau 40  $149,000
2004 Jeanneau 40.3 $199,000
1999 Hunter 410  $149,000

2005 Hunter 41AC $199,000
2007 Hunter 41DS $199,500 
1999 Hunter 410 $155,000
2007 Hunter 41DS  $224,900 
2004 Hunter 41AC $184,000
1995 Catalina 42 $130,000 
2000 Hunter 42 $165,000
1998 Catalina 42  $148,000
1991 Hunter 42 $124,900
2006 Jeanneau 42 $269,000
1994 Fountaine 42  $245,000 
2003 Jeanneau 43 $259,000
1998 Hunter 430  $157,000
2002 Jeanneau 43 $235,000
2003 Jeanneau 43 $198,500 
2006 Hunter 44DS  $238,000
2006 Hunter 456  $299,500
1992 Catalina 45  $159,000
2003 Jeanneau 45  $269,500
2003 Hunter 456  $239,500
2006 Jeanneau 45 $329,500
1983 Morgan 45 $119,000
1998 Hunter 450   $189,000 
2000 Hunter 460   $219,500 
2004 Hunter 466  $249,000 
2002 Hunter 466 $249,900
2003 Hunter 456 $249,500
2004 Hunter 466  $239,000
1979 Ta Shing 47  $199,000 
2007 Beneteau 49  $350,000
2005 Jeanneau 49  $419,000
1996 Jeanneau 50 $238,000 
1981 Pearson 530  $199,000
2005 Jeanneau 54  $650,000
2005 Jeanneau 54  $599,000
1992 Tayana 55 $329,000 

   Proudly representing..

2009 H&S YACHT SALES RENDEZVOUS
WHERE:  TWO HARBORS, CATALINA ISLAND
WHEN: JULY 30 - AUGUST 2, 2009
WHO: ALL POWER & SAIL CLIENTS OF H&S
WHY: TO HAVE A GREAT TIME BOATING!
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Preowned Catalina Yachts
Catalina 470 2006 $399,000
Catalina 440 2005 $331,900
Catalina 440 2005 $331,900
Catalina 42 2001 $195,000
Catalina 42 2006 $239,500
Catalina 42 1992 $127,000
Catalina 400 2004 $197,000
Catalina 400 2001 $189,000
Catalina 380 1998 $127,000
Catalina 380 2000 $129,000
Catalina 380 1999 $134,500
Catalina 36 1994 $79,000
Catalina 36 1987 $59,000
Catalina 36 1990 $65,900
Catalina 36 2003 $139,900
Catalina 36 2003 $119,900
Catalina 36 2000 $95,000
Catalina 350 2003 $124,900
Catalina 350 2004 $139,800
Catalina 34 1989 $57,500
Catalina 320 2002 $79,000
Catalina 320 2006 $120,000
Catalina 320 2000 $88,000

Catalina 320 1997 $74,500
Catalina 320 1998 $64,000
Catalina 320 1996 $78,000
Catalina 320 1999  $75,000 
Catalina 30 1983 $18,500
Catalina 30 1984 $26,500
Catalina 30 1995 $57,000
Capri 26 1993 $29,500 
Preowned Sailing Yachts
Cavalier 45 1985 $255,000
Bravaria 42 2006 $199,500
Endeavour 43 1980 $139,000
C&C Landfall 43 1983 $104,500
Endeavour 43 1980 $139,900
Hunter 420 2004 $185,000 
Hunter 450 2000 $189,000
Hunter 42 CC 1996 $165,000  
Hunter Passage 42 1996 $154,900
Morgan 38 1979 $57,500 
Hunter 36 2004 $130,000
Wylie 36 1978 $67,500
Hunter 35.5 1993 $61,000
Hunter 31 1985 $22,500 

Preowned Power Yachts
McKinna Pilothouse 57 2001 $550,000 
Mediterranean 54 2004 $699,999 
Carver 466 2004 $469,000 
Maxum SCB 41 2000 $215,000 
Fairline 37 1999 $169,000
Trojan II Meter Exps 37 1988 $49,900 
Carver Santiago 1990 $39,000
Regal 2860 2004 $57,000
Cruising Catamaran 
Fountaine Pajot 42 1995 $299,000

New 2009 Ranger Tugs in Stock
NEW R29 Tug 2009 $214,937*
R25 Tug 2009 $137,937*
R21-EC Tug 2009 $49,937*
*base price

320 34 350 375 400 42 445440 470New Catalina’s In Stock

Finalize Your Dream...

ALAMEDA • NEWPORT BEACH •  SAN DIEGO 
w w w. f a r a l l o n e y a c h t s . c o m

2353 Shelter Island Drive 
San Diego CA 92106 

619 • 523 • 6730

1070 Marina Village Pkwy.
Alameda CA 94501 
510 • 523 • 6730

Worlds Largest  Catal ina Yacht Dealer!

NEW LOCATION!

NEW 29’Ranger Tug

C375

The closer you look the better we get!

Catalina 42

New 2008 42 in Stock
Call for Special price 

2009 West Coast Rendezvous

July 10 - July 12

Two Harbors, Catalina Island
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Elizabeth.	Info,	www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 June 24	—	Ladies	Day	Regatta.	MPYC,	www.mpyc.org.
	 June 26-28	—	South	Tower	Race,	Stockton	to	YRA	#16	
and	back.	SSC,	www.stocktonsc.org.
	 June 26-28	—	Acura	Ullman	Sails	Long	Beach	Race	Week,	
Alamitos	YC	and	Long	Beach	YC.	Info,	www.lbrw.org.
	 June 27	—	Half	Moon	Bay	Race.	SSS,	www.sfbaysss.org.
	 June 28	—	Summer	Series	#2	(Lidos)	on	Fremont's	Lake	
Elizabeth.	Info,	www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 June 29-July 5	—	45th	L.A.	to	Honolulu	Race,	better	known	
as	the	TransPac,	starts.	Info,	www.transpacrace.com.
	 July 4	—	61st	Annual	Boreas	Race,	Half	Moon	Bay	to	Moss	
Landing.	Elkhorn	YC	and	HMBYC,	www.elkhornyc.com.
	 July 4 —	Brothers	&	Sisters	Regatta,	a	low-key	lap	around	
the	two	island	groups	followed	by	a	BBQ	and	shoreside	fun	
for	the	whole	family.	TYC,	www.tyc.org.
	 July 4	—	Firecracker	Regatta.	CYC,	www.cyc.org.
	 July 11	—	Silver	Eagle	Long	Distance	Race,	with	a	shorter	
course	for	boats	rating	150	or	above.	IYC,	www.iyc.org.
	 July 12	—	Jack	&	Jill	Race.	SSC,	www.stocktonsc.org.

Summer Beer Can Regattas
	 BALLENA BAY YC —	Friday	Night	Grillers:	6/12,	6/26,	
7/10,	7/24,	8/7,	8/21,	9/4,	9/18,	10/2,	10/16,	10/30.	Info,	
(510)	523-2292	or	race@bbyc.org.
 BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB	—	Monday	Night	Madness	Spring:	
6/8,	6/15	(make-up).	Peter	McCool,	(415)	864-4334	or	bay-
viewracing@sbcglobal.net.
	 BENICIA YC	—	Thursday	nights	through	6/25	&	7/9-9/24.	
Mike	Munn,	(408)	671-1484	or	mmunn88@sbcglobal.net.
	 BERKELEY YC	—	Every	Friday	night	through	9/25.	Bobbi	
Tosse,	(925)	939-9885	or	bobbi_john@jfcbat.com.
	 CAL SAILING CLUB	—	Year-round	Sunday	morning	dinghy	
races,	intraclub	only,	typically	in	Laser	Bahias	and	JY15s.	
Email	Gary	and	Alistair	at	racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
	 CORINTHIAN YC	—	Every	Friday	night	through	9/4.	Donal	
Botkin,	(415)	497-5411	or	racing@cyc.org.	
	 COYOTE POINT YC	—	Every	Wednesday	night	through	
10/28.	Torin	Knorr,	(650)	863-2570	or	regatta@cpyc.com.
	 ENCINAL YC	—	Friday	Night	Spring	Twilight	Series:	6/12,	
6/26.	 Matthew	 Dean,	 (510)	 406-0851	 or	 rearcommodore@
encinal.org.
 FOLSOM LAKE YC —	Every	Wednesday	night	 through	
9/16.	Steve	Galeria,	(916)	635-3911	or	www.flyc.org.
 GOLDEN GATE	 YC	 —	 Friday	 nights:	 6/5,	 6/19,	 7/3,	
7/17,	7/31,	8/14,	8/28.	Mont	McMillen,	(209)	481-5158	or	
ggycracedeck@aol.com.
	 ISLAND	YC	—	Friday	Night	Spring	Twilight:	6/5,	6/19.	
Info,	(510)	521-7442	or	www.iyc.org.
 LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS	YC	—	Every	Wednesday	
night	through	10/14.	Mike	Robinson,	(530)	713-9080
 LAKE WASHINGTON SC	—	Every	Thursday	night	through	
8/27.	Roy	Pitts,	(530)	908-7160,	rpitts@ucdavis.edu	or	www.
lwsailing.org.
	 MONTEREY PENISULA	 YC —	 Sunset	 Series,	 every	
Wednesday	night	through	9/30.	Ray	Ward,	(831)	659-2401	
or	www.mpyc.org.
	 OAKLAND	YC —	Wednesday	Night	Sweet	16	Series	through	
6/24	&	7/29-9/16.	Sheldon	Haynie,	(510)	368-5427	or	shel-
donhaynie@gmail.com.
	 RICHMOND	YC —	Wednesday	nights:	6/3,	6/17,	6/24,	
7/1,	7/8,	7/15,	7/22,	7/29,	8/5,	8/12,	8/19,	8/26,	9/2,	9/16,	
9/30.	Eric	Arens,	ericarens@comcast.net or	(510)	841-6022.
	 ST. FRANCIS YC	—	Wednesday	Night	Series	through	6/27	
&	8/5-8/26.	Thursday	Night	Kiting	Series	through	September	

Page 16  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2009

❖                                                      ❖

For directions and rates go to:
www.fortman.com 

Sheltered Alameda Location · Competitive Rates
1535 Buena Vista Ave., Alameda, California

(510) 522-9080

PRIME WATERFRONT 
OFFICE

450 sq. ft. ideal broker 
office/slips. Available  

immediately – call Mark.

ALAMEDA'S
FINEST SLIPS

AVAILABLE AT

OFFICE
SPACEavailable!

OPEN 

HOUSE 
in June

HOME OF ALAMEDA 
YACHT CLUB

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Complimentary Lunch

Saturday, June 20 
11 am-5 pm

Celebrate Sailing
JUNE 20

www.summersailstice.com



PLEASE VISIT our FuEL Dock AT GAShouSE coVE mArInA • oPEn 7 DAyS A wEEk • 9Am To 5Pm

San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969

10 mArInA BL. • SAn FrAncISco, cA  94123 • Toll Free: 877-444-5091 • 415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725 • email sales@citysf.com • website http://yachtworld.com/cityyachts

YACHTSA N D    
T H ECITY
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30' Knarr, 1984
$25,000

Catalina 34, 1994
$70,000

Passport 40, 1985
$114,800

34' Irwin, 1980
$23,800

42' Fountaine Pajot Venezia, 
1995, $230,000 

Carver 30, 1993
$59,900

35' Niagara, 1980
$58,500

51' Morgan Out Island, 1982
$135,000

27' Farallon, 1982 
enclosed helm, $35,000

46' Moody, 2000
$399,000

36' Islander, 1975
$38,500

28' Bayliner 2855, 2000
$44,500

BERTH



CALENDAR

Friday	 Night	 Windsurfing	 Series	 through	 September	 John	
Craig,	(415)	563-6363	or	racemgr@stfyc.com.
	 SANTA CRUZ YC	—	Wet	Wednesdays,	every	Wednesday	
night	during	Daylight	Saving	Time.	Larry	Weaver,	(831)	423-
8111	or lweaver@cruzio.com.
	 SAUSALITO	YC	—	Tuesday	Night	Spring	Sunset	Series:	6/9,	
6/23.	John	Mount,	(415)	509-8381	or	race@syconline.org.
	 SEQUOIA	YC	—	Every	Wednesday	night	 through	10/7.	
Rich	Butts,	(650)	576-3990	or	rcbutts@pacbell.net.
	 SOUTH BAY YRA	—	Summer	Series:	6/6,	7/11,	8/1,	9/5,	
10/3.	Richard,	rjgreenawald@hotmail.com.
	 SOUTH BEACH	YC	 —	 Friday	 Night	 Series:	 6/5,	 6/19,	
6/26,	7/17,	7/24,	7/31,	8/7,	8/21,	8/28.	Nancy	DeMauro,	
(415)	409-1071	or	rearcommodore@sbyc.org.
	 STOCKTON SC	—	Every	Wednesday	night:	6/3-8/26.	Phil	
Hendrix,	(209)	476-1381	or	phil.hendrix@excite.com.
	 TAHOE	YC	—	Wednesday	Night	Spring	Keelboat	Series	
through	7/8.	Monday	Night	Spring	Laser	Series	through	7/13.	
Darren	Kramer,	(530)	581-4700	or	www.tahoeyc.com.
	 TIBURON	YC	—	Every	Friday	night	through	8/11.	Gary	
Proctor,	(415)	827-2622	or	www.tyc.org.
	 VALLEJO	YC	—	Every	Wednesday	night	 through	9/30.	
Gordon	Smith,	(530)	622-8761	or	fleetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

	 Please	send	your	calendar	items	by	the	10th	of	the	month	
to	calendar@latitude38.com.	If	you're	totally	old-school,	mail	
them	to	Latitude 38	(Attn:	Calendar),	15	Locust	Avenue,	Mill	
Valley,	CA,	94941	or	fax	them	to	us	at	(415)	383-5816.	But	
please,	no	phone-ins!	Calendar	listings	are	for	marine-related	
events	that	either	are	free	or	don't	cost	much	to	attend.	The	
Calendar	is	not	meant	to	support	commercial	enterprises.		
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date/day slack max slack max 
6/06Sat 0023 0347/4.8E 0746 1058/3.8F
 1411 1629/1.9E 1932 2218/2.5F
6/07Sun 0101 0424/4.8E 0826 1136/3.8F
 1453 1703/1.9E 2009 2255/2.4F
6/13Sat  0223/1.6F 0455 0827/3.6E
 1212 1519/2.8F 1850 2111/2.1E
6/14Sun 0046 0319/1.5F 0553 0917/3.1E
 1252 1603/2.6F 1930 2203/2.4E
6/20Sat  0230/5.0E 0633 0938/3.7F
 1302 1508/2.1E 1807 2105/2.8F
 2349 
6/21Sun  0320/5.5E 0720 1027/4.2F
 1354 1600/2.2E 1857 2154/3.0F
6/27Sat  0221/2.7F 0511 0819/4.4E
 1205 1510/3.7F 1828 2104/3.1E
6/28Sun 0047 0327/2.5F 0621 0914/3.5E
 1256 1600/3.3F 1914 2202/3.3E

June Weekend Currents

June Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
6/06Sat 0534/-0.9 1254/4.3 1704/2.9 2309/6.0 
6/07Sun 0611/-1.0 1338/4.4 1747/3.0 2344/5.9
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
6/13Sat 0303/4.7 0950/0.0 1716/4.7 2242/2.8 
6/14Sun 0357/4.3 1030/0.4 1750/4.9 2348/2.4
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
6/20Sat 0415/-0.9 1136/4.2 1535/2.8 2154/6.7
6/21Sun 0502/-1.5 1227/4.4 1629/2.9 2244/6.9
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
6/27Sat 0317/5.5 0945/-0.4 1657/5.6 2240/1.9 
6/28Sun 0424/4.8 1034/0.3 1742/5.8 2354/1.4

Recent wins reveal 
     SCORCHING SPEED!

2009 Vallejo Race: 
Fastest elapsed time, FIRST in class

2009 Border Run, Newport to San Diego:  
First to finish monohull by one hour!

In the Santa Cruz tradition – a downwind flyer.
Call for a test sail… and hold on tight!

Newport Beach
(949) 675-8035

San Diego
(619) 224-6200

jeff@jk3yachts.com

Alameda
(510) 523-8600

info@sailcal.com

Dealers for Santa Cruz Yachts in California

www.jk3yachts.com • www.sailcal.com
www.santacruzyachts.com

FAST IS FUN!
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77' Andrews, '03, Glory, ex-Alchemy** ......................... $950,000
70' Custom Wylie, Rage ............................................... $598,000
56' Andrews, '94, Charisma ..........................Reduced! $324,900
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03** ................................................ $700,000
48' Kristen, '01, Trinity** ................................................ $629,000
44' J/44, '90, Phoenix ................................................... $219,000
42' J/42, '03, Freedom .................................................. $295,000
41' J/124, '07, Fortuna .............................. New Listing $349,000
41' Passport, '90, 360** ................................................ $249,900
41' Bianca 414, '80, Avion ..............................Reduced! $43,500
40' J/120, '01, OuiB5 ....................................Reduced! $199,000
40' J/120, '95, Attitude** ............................................... $189,000
40' J/40, '86, China Cloud ............................................. $159,000
40' Tripp, '92, Snake Oil** ............................................... $85,900
40' Catalina 400 Mk II, '07** ......................................... $279,900
38' Sydney, '00, Howl ................................................... $179,000

38' X-Yachts 382, '99, XTC ........................................... $189,000
37' J/37, '88, Hull #30** ................................................ $105,000
36' J/109, '04, Crazy Diamond ...................................... $214,900
36' J/36, '83** .................................................................. $57,900
35' J/105, '04, Hull #617, formerly Chili Pepper** ......... $127,500
35' J/105, '02, Breezy ................................................... $117,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #355, Whisper ..........Sale Pending $104,900
35' J/105, '00, Hull #298, Chilaxn ..............New Listing $114,000
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good** .......................................... $83,000
35' J/105, '99, Hull #255, Roadster** ............................ $105,000

34' J/34, '85, The Zoo** .................................................. $29,900
34' MJM 34z, '05** ........................................Reduced! $384,000
34' Classic Hans Pederson Power Yacht, '63** .............. $79,000
33' J/100, '05, J Bird .......................................... SOLD $125,000
33' J/100, Hull #5, '05, Reddie Freddie ......................... $125,000
30' J/92, '93, J Moto ........................................................ $45,000
30' J/30, '84** .................................................................. $34,000
29' J/29, '85, Masthead** ................................................ $28,000
29' Back Cove, '05, Diamond Lil ...................Reduced! $179,900
29' Cobalt, '01** .............................................................. $69,000
27' Antrim 27, '98, Luna .................................................. $38,000
27' Choate, '79, Allegro Con Brio** ................................... $9,900
26' J/80, '01, Lay Down Sally .......................................... $32,000
26' J/80, '00, Risky Business** ............................ SOLD $32,000
24' Boston Whaler, '05, Outrage** ....................... SOLD $69,000
22' J/22, '93** ....................................................... SOLD $12,900
22' Aquapro Raider 665, '04 ...........................Reduced! $39,900

** Indicates Seattle Boats

J/109, 2004, Crazy Diamond
If you want a genuine, fun to sail, dual purpose 
sailboat, the J/109 is for you. Asking $214,900

Sydney 38
2000
Howl

Awesome boat, race 
ready, cruising comfort.

Asking $179,000

J/40, 1986 
China Cloud

Dreaming of doing the 
Baja Ha-Ha? 

China Cloud is ready 
to take you there.

Asking $159,000

Back Cove 29, 2005, Diamond Lil
She's a beauty with her new blue hull.

Asking $179,900

J/120, 2001, OuiB5 
One of North America's most successful Big Boat 
One Designs, the J/120 is the most versatile 40-
footer afloat. At our sales dock. Asking $199,000

J/124, 2007, Fortuna 
For the joy of sailing, experience the J/124. 

Asking $349,000

J/105, 2000, Hull #298, Chilaxn
Chilaxn is ready to race in the most exciting 

one design class on the Bay. Asking $114,000

Andrews 56, 1994, Charisma
Asking $324,900

J/42, 2003, Freedom
Light use, excellent condition.

Asking $295,000

www.sailcal.com • email: info@sailcal.com

Dealers for these fine yachts:

REDUCED

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140 
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

YoUR PERFoRMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

Bianca 414 
1980 
Avion

This is a lot of boat 
for the money.

Asking $43,900

REDUCED

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING
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⇑⇓HOW SAFE ARE ANCHOR SWIVELS? 
	 After	a	very	enjoyable	time	doing	Sea	of	Cortez	Sailing	Week	
in	early	April,	Easter	Sunday	found	us	on	the	hook	at	San	Eva-
risto	in	Baja.	The	wind	was	blowing	at	14	knots	when,	without	
warning,	we	seemed	to	start	to	drag.	This	was	a	surprise,	since	
it	had	blown	much	harder	the	night	before.	Plus,	it	wasn't	
blowing	hard	enough	for	our	55-lb	Delta	not	to	hold,	since	it	
was	well-set	in	sand	with	plenty	of	scope	on	an	all-chain	rode.	
But	once	we	realized	that	the	boat	behind	us	was	now	next	to	
us	and	that	we	were	quickly	headed	for	the	beach,	there	was	
no	doubt	that	we	were	dragging.	We	fired	up	the	engine	and	
tried	to	raise	the	anchor.	Unfortunately,	it	was	no	longer	at	

the	end	of	the	
chain!	 After	
getting	 over	
the	 shock	 of	
seeing	 noth-
ing	but	chain,	
we	 deployed	
our	 Fortress	
backup	 an-
c h o r . 	 W e	
s p e n t 	 t h e	
ba lance 	 o f	
the	afternoon	
considering	
how	lucky	we	
were	that	we	
hadn't	 lost	
the	 anchor	

during	the	night	or	when	we	were	ashore	hiking.
	 The	reason	we	lost	our	anchor	is	that	the	stainless	steel	
swivel	between	the	anchor	and	chain	had	come	apart.	We'd	
purchased	 it	3.5	years	before	 from	West	Marine	 for	about	
$110.	Having	read	several	reports	in	Latitude	that	some	swivel	
shackles	of	this	type	seem	to	be	prone	to	failure,	we	took	it	
back	to	West	Marine	for	their	opinion.	We	were	assured	that	
ours	was	one	of	the	"good	ones."	For	the	record,	our	swivel	
has	a	logo	that	looks	like	 'CKN',	and	beneath	it,	 'Italy'.	On	
the	other	side	 it	says,	 "INOX	AISI	316,	SWL	Kg	2000".	All	
this	comes	from	the	remaining	half	of	the	shackle	that	was	
attached	to	the	anchor,	which	we	were	able	to	recover.
	 Some	cruisers	have	speculated	that	the	pin	was	not	prop-
erly	 set,	while	 others	 believe	 the	 pin	 simply	 broke.	All	we	
can	say	is	that	we've	periodically	inspected	the	shackle	and	
everything	looked	to	be	in	good	shape.	Unlike	some	swivels,	

ours	was	designed	 to	bet-
ter	 withstand	 loads	 from	
some	 directions	 than	 oth-
ers.	 Whatever	 the	 reason	
for	the	failure,	we	now	have	
an	old	fashioned	galvanized	
shackle	that	is	wired	shut,	
and	 have	 no	 plans	 to	 go	
back	to	a	stainless	swivel-
type	shackle.
	 We	 know	 of	 two	 other	
boats	in	Mexico	this	season	
that	have	had	similar	swiv-

els	part.	Fortunately,	there	was	no	serious	loss	of	property,	
but	neither	of	them	was	able	to	recover	their	anchor.	If	you	
haven't	looked	lately,	anchors	aren't	cheap.
	 We	suggest	 that	anyone	with	this	 type	of	anchor	swivel	
strongly	consider	whether	or	not	 to	keep	using	 it.	For	us,	
continuing	to	use	it	would	result	in	too	many	sleepless	nights	
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Detail of the broken anchor swivel.
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Gilly holds the recovered anchor as if it were a 
guitar.

$100 
POLE 

REBATE
MAY 19 – 

JUNE 30



June, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 21



LETTERS

Page 22  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2009

wondering	what's	going	on	at	the	bottom,	even	in	relatively	
light	winds	and	current.

John	&	Gilly	Foy
Destiny,	Catalina	42

Alameda	/	Banderas	Bay

	 Readers	—	Based	on	the	photos	John	and	Gilly	sent	to	us,	
they	had	a	Kong	brand	anchor	swivel	 from	Italy.	There	are	
about	12	different	manufacturers	of	such	anchor	swivels,	and	
the	designs,	manufacturing	processes,	quality	and	price	vary	
tremendously.	For	what	it's	worth,	the	Kong	is	one	of	the	less	
expensive	anchor	swivels.
	 We'd	always	been	a	little	fainthearted	when	it	came	to	such	
anchor	swivels,	so	when	we	ultimately	did	buy	one,	 it	was	
from	a	manufacturer	whose	products	cost	about	three	times	
as	much	as	similar	size	ones	made	by	Kong.	Our	cat	spends	
most	of	the	year	on	the	hook,	and	a	swivel	failure	could	easily	
cause	us	to	lose	the	boat.	Because	of	this,	we	weren't	going	to	
be	penny-wise	and	pound-foolish.
	 We're	 not	 recommending	 any	 particular	 brand	 of	 anchor	
swivel,	or	even	that	one	be	used.	But	for	what	it's	worth,	we	
use	an	Ultra-Swivel	that	is	imported	by	Quickline	USA	of	Hun-
tington	Beach.	It's	design	is	very	different	from	the	one	made	
by	Kong,	having	far	fewer	parts	and	having	been	designed	to	
accept	loads	equally	no	matter	the	direction.	If	you're	thinking	
about	using	such	a	swivel,	we	strongly	recommend	that	you	
do	some	research	into	the	pros	and	cons	of	the	different	major	
brands	—	and	be	ready	to	pay	top	dollar	for	the	best	in	breed.	
Anything	else	would	seem	to	be	false	economy.	

⇑⇓WE'VE NEVER CONSIDERED UPGRADING	
	 Our	family	has	owned	the	Santana	22	Rick’s	Place	since	
1978.	The	Santana	22	was	designed	by	Gary	Mull	specifically	
for	sailing	in	heavy-air	venues	such	as	San	Francisco	Bay.	We	
purchased	her	new	from	Schock	Boats,	and	took	delivery	in	
Newport.	There	were	747	Santanas	built	of	this	basic	design.	
The	boat	came	equipped	with	almost	nothing	in	the	way	of	
sail	control	hardware.	For	example,	 there	was	no	cleat	 for	
the	mainsheet	or	any	backstay	control.	Over	the	more	than	
30	years	that	we	have	owned	her,	we	have	modified	the	deck	
hardware	to	make	her	a	competitive	racer.
	 Our	boat's	name,	of	course,	is	a	shortened	version	of	the	
night	club	in	the	movie	Casablanca.	We've	always	kept	the	
boat	in	dry	storage	in	Santa	Cruz,	but	she's	been	sailed	on	
San	Francisco	Bay	and	up	the	Delta.	She	has	also	been	raced	
with	varying	degrees	of	success.	Our	son	Bob	skippered	her	
to	second	place	in	the	'87	Nationals,	won	a	national	champi-
onship	in	'90,	took	third	in	the	'05	Nationals	and	second	in	
the	'08	Nationals.	In	the	last	national	championship,	Rick's	
Place	was	sailed	by	three	generations	of	Comstocks.	Larry,	
son	Bob,	and	grandson	Chris.
	 The	Santana	22	continues	to	provide	our	family	with	great	
pleasure,	as	it	can	be	easily	sailed	by	my	wife	Marilyn	and	
me.	We've	never	considered	upgrading	to	a	larger	boat	since	
the	cost-fun	ratio	of	Rick’s	Place	is	unbeatable.

R.	Larry	Comstock
Rick's	Place,	Santana	22

Santa	Cruz

⇑⇓'OVER 30 CLUB' KEEPS GETTING MORE IMPRESSIVE 
	 We	just	noticed	that	Latitude	has	started	a	'30	Year	Club'	
for	people	who	have	owned	the	same	boat	for	that	period	of	
time	or	longer.	We've	not	only	owned	our	Westsail	32	for	32	
years,	we've	lived	aboard	her	for	all	that	time.	We	spent	our	
first	12	years	in	the	Antioch	Marina,	and	we've	spent	the	last	

 TWIN RIVERS
MARINE INSURANCE

AgENCy, INC.

7 Marina Plaza • Antioch, CA 94509
At The Antioch Marina

Get a quick quote today at:
www.BoatInsuranceOnly.com 

(800) 259-5701

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

LLoyd’s

License #0E32738

Years of unbeatable experience to 
match your needs to the right product.

Worldwide Coverage

West Coast  ¤  Mexico  ¤  East Coast 

Caribbean  ¤  Pacific  ¤  Atlantic

Why Twin Rivers?
•  Broad Navigational Areas

•  Liveaboards  •  Mexican Liability

•  Agreed Value Policies

•  Shop Your Renewal & $ave ~  
  Flexible Survey Requirements

Representing…



Choosing a bottom paint
just got easier!

You can pick old
technology...

...or Micron® Technology.
A chalkboard works, a calculator works better.
Old bottom paint works, Micron Extra works better!

Unlike traditional high copper bottom paint, Micron Extra is engineered for
California. It uses less copper more efficiently, providing many seasons of hassle
free boating.

Micron Technology is a controlled polishing breakthrough that delivers a smoother
more fuel efficient surface and the long-lasting antifouling protection that you
expect.

Old technology bottom paints continue to build up and crater over time, but there
is no build up with Micron Extra, so you will never spend money to remove it.

Do yourself, your boat, and the environment
a favor, don't use old technology, choose
Micron Extra.

®, Interlux®
,, Micron® and the AkzoNobel logo are registered trademarks of Akzo Nobel. © Akzo Nobel 2009

Visit our website for more information: yachtpaint.com

Our World is Water

June, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 23



LETTERS

20	years	cruising.	We're	now	in	the	Seychelles	in	the	Indian	
Ocean,	halfway	through	what	we	expected	—	back	when	we	
started	 in	 '89	—	 to	be	 a	five-year	 circumnavigation.	We're	
still	enjoying	the	lifestyle,	so	we	have	no	plans	to	give	it	up	
anytime	soon.

Don	&	Nancy	Chism
Bag	End,	Westsail	32
Seychelles	/	Antioch

	 Readers	—	Living	aboard	the	same	boat	for	more	than	30	
years	—	we're	giving	Don	and	Nancy	a	VIP	membership	in	the	
'Over	30	Club'.	We	tried	to	contact	the	couple	for	more	details	on	
their	trip,	but	their	email	address	wasn't	working.	If	anybody	
crosses	paths	with	them,	please	have	them	contact	us.

⇑⇓THIS ONE TOPS EVEN THE 'OVER 50 CLUB'!
	 Members	 of	 the	 'Over	 30	 Club'	 and	 'Over	 50	 Club',	 for	

people	 who	 have	 owned	
the	 same	 boat	 for	 those	
respective	 years	 have	 my	
full	respect.	As	for	myself,	I	
purchased	my	42-ft	R-boat	
Machree	in	1939.	I	still	sail	
her	every	week,	year	'round,	
so	I'm	a	member	of	the	'Over	
70	Club'.	If	any	sailor	meets	
the	 qualifications,	 please	
leave	 a	 message	 courtesy	
of	 the	 Corinthian	 YC	 in	
Tiburon	and	we'll	sign	you	
up.	But	you'd	better	hurry	
up,	because	I'll	be	96	years	
young	on	June	26.

Loran	'Doc'	Mebine
Machree,	R-boat

Corinthian	YC,	Tiburon
 
⇑⇓HOW MUCH DID THAT RESCUE COST US?
	 I	read	the	April	29	'Lectronic	item	about	Stephen	Szukics	
of	San	Rafael's	Loch	Lomond	Marina	and	his	crew	being	res-
cued	from	his	55-ft	wooden	Baglietto	powerboat	Black	Pearl	
while	50	miles	off	the	coast	of	Costa	Rica.	According	to	your	
report,	 fellow	boatowners	at	Loch	Lomond	said	 that	Black	
Pearl	needed	a	lot	of	work	to	be	seaworthy,	and	that	when	
they	expressed	their	reservations	to	Szukics,	he	seemed	un-
concerned	and	said,	"If	I	die,	I	die."	Apparently	Szukics	was	
only	slinging	BS	when	he	claimed	not	to	care	if	he	slipped	
off	 this	mortal	coil.	For	he	had	an	EPIRB	on	his	boat	and	
activated	it	when	he	needed	help.	I	can't	help	wondering	how	
much	it	cost	the	U.S.	taxpayer	to	retrieve	his	lame	ass	after	
his	known-to-be-leaky	boat	sank.

Larry	Watkins
Moondance

Los	Alamitos

	 Larry	—	How	much	such	 rescues	 cost	 the	U.S.	 taxpayer	
is	a	very	good	question,	but	one	for	which	we	unfortunately	
can't	provide	a	precise	answer.	The	rescue	of	the	Black	Pearl	
required	a	search	by	a	Coast	Guard	C-130,	which	also	dropped	
off	expensive	gear	that	was	no	doubt	lost	or	ruined.	The	Black	
Pearl's	crew	was	later	picked	up	by	the	crew	of	the	378-ft	Coast	
Guard	Cutter	Sherman.	No	matter	if	the	C-130	had	come	from	
Sacramento	—	as	most	do	for	rescues	in	this	part	of	the	Pacific	
—	or	happened	to	have	been	in	Costa	Rica,	there	was	some	
expense.	But	it's	likely	to	have	already	been	in	the	Coast	Guard	

Maybe 'Doc' has made it to 96 be-
cause he goes sailing every week.
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Come visit us today!

All These Great Businesses Under One Roof:

• Adjacent to South Beach Harbor and AT&T Park
• Close to dozens of fantastic restaurants and shops

www.northbeachmarinecanvas.com 415-495-7890     www.boatdetailing.com

Yacht Washing, Waxing
and Varnishing

Serving the entire Bay Area for more than 20 years

South
Beach RIGGERS

Winning Technology for the
Hot Race or the Casual Cruise

Two LocaTions

399 Harbor Dr. • Clipper Marina • Sausalito • 415.331.3400
Pier 40 • South Beach Harbor • San Francisco • 415.974.6063

415.543.1887
nbmc@earthlink.net

Design,
Fine Yacht Upholstery,

Fabrication, Etc.

Sales  •  Installation  •  Service  •  Integration

415-391-7550
calmarineelectronics.com

  S
OUTH BEACH SAILING CENTER

at the
beautifully renovated Pier 40 in San Francisco
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budget,	and	if	the	money	hadn't	been	spent	on	the	rescue,	it	
probably	would	have	been	spent	on	training	for	such	a	rescue.	
In	the	case	of	the	378-ft	Sherman,	the	Coast	Guard	declined	
to	tell	us	what	she	was	doing	down	there.	Gee,	we	wonder	if	
maybe	they	were	trying	to	put	a	dent	in	the	flow	of	contraband	
to	the	United	States.	In	any	event,	being	diverted	so	she	could	
rescue	the	crew	of	Black	Pearl	was	probably	also	a	relative	
drop	in	her	operating	budget.
	 Nonetheless,	our	feeling	is	that	if	somebody	with	a	mani-
festly	unsafe	boat	has	to	be	rescued	by	the	Coast	Guard,	they,	
on	 principle	 of	 personal	 responsibility,	 should	 be	 presented	
with	some	kind	of	bill.	Maybe	$5,000	to	$10,000,	depending	
on	what	 it	cost.	We	 think	 this	would	discourage	some	folks	
with	manifestly	unsafe	boats	 from	getting	 into	 trouble,	and	
the	money	could	be	used	to	pay	the	health	and	life	insurance	
policies	of	Coasties	who	have	to	risk	their	lives	to	save	such	
reckless	folks.

⇑⇓A TRULY WONDERFUL EVENT
	 I	want	to	thank	Latitude	for	organizing	the	Salute	to	John	
Guzzwell	evening	at	the	Oakland	YC	on	April	16.	Although	
we're	seniors	and	 fairly	new	sailors,	we	have	hopes	of	do-

ing	long	passages	in	the	
South	 Pacific.	 As	 such,	
we	 both	 thoroughly	 en-
joyed	the	evening.	John's	
presentation	 was	 heart-
felt,	 personal	 and	 fasci-
nating,	and	his	film	a	real	
treat.	In	addition,	we	had	
interesting	 tablemates.	
What	 a	 truly	 wonderful	
event!

Joyce	Gunn
Pittsburg

	 Joyce	—	Latitude	has	
received	 tremendous	
thanks	and	praise	for	put-
ting	together	the	Salute	to	

John	Guzzwell,	but	the	person	who	is	really	responsible	for	
it	is	Senior	Editor	and	Assistant	Grand	Poobah	Andy	Turpin.	
While	researching	an	article	a	year	ago,	he	came	across	the	
factoid	that	2009	would	be	the	50th	anniversary	of	Guzzwell's	
magnificent	circumnavigation	with	the	20.5-ft	Trekka.	Using	
this	 information	as	a	springboard,	Turpin	put	all	 the	pieces	
together	for	what	was	a	magical	evening.

⇑⇓A GATHERING OF SAILING LEGENDS
	 We	just	wanted	to	thank	you	for	the	great	Salute	to	John	
Guzzwell	at	the	Oakland	YC,	and	also	for	the	nice	mention	
about	Serge	in	the	latest	Latitude.	We're	going	to	be	in	the	
Brisbane,	Australia,	area	for	awhile,	so	stop	by!

Robin	&	Serge	Testa
Brisbane,	Australia

	 Robin	and	Serge	—	It	was	our	pleasure.	By	the	way,	look-
ing	over	the	West	Coast	Circumnavigator's	List,	we	see	that	
the	25th	anniversary	of	Serge's	circumnavigation	aboard	the	
breathtakingly	small,	12-ft	Acrohc	Australis.	will	be	in	2011.	
Maybe	we	can	put	on	a	salute	to	him	also.	

⇑⇓MAMA, PUT MY GUNS IN THE GROUND, I CAN'T SHOOT 
THEM ANYMORE
	 I	will	be	leaving	San	Francisco	Bay	soon	for	the	cruising	

Living legend John Guzzwell, a prince 
among sailors.
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WHALE  POINT

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
FAx 233-1989

A FAmily Owned & OperAted Business
FOr three GenerAtiOns

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store

Go to  for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Silver Marine
Inflatables

Length..Width......Max ..... Floor ......nOW
7’8” ... 4’1” . 2.7hp .. Roll-up .....$699
8’2” ... 4’3” .... 4hp .. Roll-up .....$799
9’8” .......5’ . 9.9hp ...Wood ..$1199

WalKer 8'-10' Dinghy
Very affordable. Converts from row boat to 
sailboat to motorboat. Polypropylene hull. 
Comes with oars. Sail kit optional.

10' Dinghy: special order, call for price

Sail Rib

8' Special $69900

NOW
$1699

FalCOn
Air Horn

HaPPY HOOKer
Makes mooring simple!
Step 1: Attach
line to eye
Step 2: Push 
"Happy Hooker" 
forward to straddle 
mooring boy eye
Step 3: Pull 
"Happy Hooker" back

nOW $2999

leland
Strobe Light

Small and compact
strobe light, fits in ones
pocket,  with 3-mile
visibility, waterproof
and last for 30 hours.
D Cell Battery not included.

NOW
$1999

Gill Deckhand Gloves

Gill – present quality in sailing gear. Sizes: S, L & X.
Whale Pt. $1999

FRee
with purchase of 

Gill Foulweather 

Gear Suite

CanvaS BuCKet
Very handy bucket 
to have on your boat. 
Barely takes up any
space... simply fold
down to store.

List $24.99
nOW $1999

Filter 500 FGSS 
by Racor

Filter element
Whale Pt $899

Filter Unit
Whale Pt $16999



(510) 521-6100  •  Fax (510) 521-3684
Located at Grand Marina  •  2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

www.boatyardgm.com

The BoaT Yard aT Grand Marina
"Where Service Has Meaning"

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   Compare us with the Competition   ~

CaLL For a reserVation

Dealers for:

FEATURING
TRINIDAD

ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY

RATED "SUPERIOR" by
Practical Sailor

• Prop and Shaft Work

• Mast & Rigging Repair

• Fiberglass & Blister Repair

• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel 
Engine Service

• LPU Hull & Topside

• Electrical Repair & 
Installation

60-ton travelift

the only yard to brush on your bottom paint!
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life	in	Mexico,	and	eventually	beyond.	I'm	concerned	about	
personal	 safety,	 and	 therefore	wish	 to	 take	 both	 a	 United	
States-legal	12-gauge	shotgun	and	possibly	a	semiautomatic	
handgun.	Can	you	provide	me	with	some	insight	on	the	pros	
and	cons	of	carrying	weapons	as	I've	described.	Input	from	
other	cruisers	would	be	great,	too.
	 On	a	separate	note,	my	gal	and	I	were	present	at	the	Salute	
to	John	Guzzwell	evening	at	the	Oakland	YC,	and	thoroughly	
enjoyed	the	presentation.	Thanks	to	Latitude	and	the	Oakland	
YC	for	putting	it	on.	As	a	side	note,	what	was	up	with	the	
prices	and	'service	fee'	for	the	beverages	at	the	Oakland	YC?	
I'm	not	a	cheap	individual,	but	damn!	Whose	Ferrari	was	I	
paying	for?

No	Name	Because	Of	The	Subject	Matter
Sausalito

	 No	Name	—	We've	taken	our	boats	to	Mexico	for	about	24	
of	the	last	32	winters,	never	carried	a	gun,	and	never	once	felt	
the	need	for	a	gun.	We're	going	to	Mexico	again	this	winter,	and	
we'll	not	be	taking	a	gun	this	time	either.	Sure,	we	know	all	the	
stories	about	the	narco	wars	in	Mexico.	They	are	true,	but	they	
are	just	that,	wars	between	different	narco	groups,	and	some-
times	the	police,	who	are	sometimes	part	of	the	narco	groups	
themselves.	In	the	highly	unlikely	event	you	were	confronted	
with	narco	gangs,	your	guns	wouldn't	mean	diddly	compared	
to	what	they	carry.	But	keep	things	in	perspective.	We	spent	
about	three	months	in	Mexico	last	winter,	and	we	never	heard	
cruisers	express	concern	for	their	personal	safety	—	except	to	
say	they	felt	safer	in	Mexico	than	they	did	in	urban	areas	of	
the	United	States.
	 Guns	such	as	you've	mentioned	are	also	illegal	in	Mexico.	
In	some	cases	you	can	get	permits	for	hunting	guns,	but	it's	
an	enormous	pain.	Boats	are	being	searched	more	often	than	
before,	so	if	you're	carrying	them,	the	chances	of	your	getting	
caught	are	greater.	We're	not	sure	they	would	do	it,	but	officials	
could	confiscate	your	boat.
	 Furthermore,	we	see	no	need	whatsoever	to	carry	guns	any-

where	 along	
the	 coast	 of	
Central	Amer-
ica,	 Panama,	
Ecuador 	 or	
on	 the	 Milk	
Run	 across	
the	 Pacific	 to	
New	Zealand.	
Parts	 of	 Co-
lombia	can	be	
dangerous ,	
and	 parts	 of	

Venezuela	have	seen	cruiser	murders	during	the	last	several	
years.	Much	of	the	Caribbean	is	dangerous	—	but	only	at	night	
and	while	ashore.
	 Those	are	our	opinions.	Like	you,	we'd	be	interested	in	hear-
ing	what	other	cruisers	have	to	say.
	 As	for	what	cost	what	at	the	John	Guzzwell	presentation,	
we're	happy	to	provide	full	disclosure.	The	expenses	were	as	
follows:	$500	for	a	speaker's	fee,	$217	for	Marina	Village	Inn,	
$159	 for	Alaska	Airlines,	$20	 for	a	bottle	 of	 champagne	at	
Safeway,	and	$50	for	John's	airport	parking	in	Seattle.	That	
came	to	$947.50.	The	income	was	as	follows:	There	were	$100	
donations	from	Scanmar	Marine,	Waypoint	Marine,	and	Fine	
Edge	 Publishing,	 and	 a	 $150	 contribution	 from	 the	 Single-
handed	Sailing	Society,	which	also	covered	the	$100	fee	for	
the	bartender.	The	cash	donations	at	the	door	were	$318.	That	
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Shotguns like this Remington 870 12-guage are il-
legal in Mexico.



COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA:
The Peninsula's Complete Recreational Destination!

BERTHING

➥	 Slips	to	40'	available
➥	 22'	inside	ties	for	$85	per	mo.
➥	 Multihull	side	ties	available
➥	 Check	out	our	rates!

COYOTE POINT RECREATIONAL AREA – HOME TO:

FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

➥	 Open	7	days	per	week
➥	 Gas	and	diesel	available
➥	 Check	our	prices
➥	 Free	pump	outs

COME FOR A VISIT – WE THINK YOU'LL STAY
Call us and mention this ad for a FREE One Night Guest Berth

COYOTE POINT MARINA	~	1900	Coyote	Point	Drive	•	San	Mateo

650.573.2594

•	Coyote	Point	Marina
•	Poplar	Creek	Golf	Course
•	Coyote	Point	Park
•	Captain's	House	Conference	Center
•	Beach,	Picnic	&	BBQ	Areas

•	Coyote	Point	Yacht	Club
•	Dominic's	Restaurant
•	Magic	Mountain	Playground
•	Coyote	Point	Museum
•	Shoreline	Trail
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GREAT
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Multihull 
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left	a	deficit	of	$179.50,	which	was	picked	up	by	Latitude.	The	
Oakland	YC	waived	their	normal	venue	rental	fee.
	 As	for	the	price	of	drinks,	as	we	remember	beer,	was	$6	
and	wine	was	$7.	That	doesn't	seem	out	of	line	for	what	yacht	
clubs	are	charging	these	days,	and	in	light	of	the	fact	that	the	
Oakland	YC	donated	the	use	of	their	facility,	we	think	it	was	
reasonable.	Want	some	good	news?	When	you	get	down	 to	
Mexico,	prices	are	going	to	be	much	cheaper.
 
⇑⇓HOW DO THOSE PIRATES GET ABOARD?
	 When	Somali	pirates	hijack	a	500-ft	ship,	how	the	hell	do	
they	get	up	the	side	of	the	hull?

John	Daigh
Oddie,	Lehman	12

Newport	Beach

	 John	—	The	pirates	throw	grappling	hooks	over	the	transom	
of	the	ship,	and	then,	protected	by	fellow	pirates	with	AK-47s	
and	other	weapons,	just	pull	themselves	up	and	aboard.	Ap-
parently	it's	not	very	difficult,	and	many	ship	owners	instruct	
their	crews	not	to	put	up	a	fight.
	 It's	hard	to	imagine	that	world	governments	can	allow	such	
piracy	to	flourish,	as	it	can't	help	but	give	similar	ideas	to	the	
equally	impoverished	locals	in	other	areas	of	the	world.	The	
argument	against	carrying	arms	so	the	crews	can	defend	them-
selves	has	been	that	there	are	too	many	legal	problems	when	
the	ships	call	on	ports.	Maybe	the	ships	should	apply	pressure	
on	those	ports	by	not	calling	on	them	anymore	unless	they	are	
allowed	to	carry	weapons.	Or	better	yet,	maybe	military	teams	
with	powerful	weapons	should	join	ships	at	each	end	of	the	

danger	zone	for	the	pas-
sages	 through	 the	 zone.	
If	 any	 vessel	 violates	 a	
safety	zone	of	something	
like	 two	 miles,	 they	 get	
one	shot	across	the	bow,	
then	 they	 get	 blown	 out	
of	 the	 water.	 Once	 the	
ship	made	it	to	the	other	
end	 of	 the	 danger	 zone,	
the	 military	 team	 would	
get	off	and	board	a	ship	
headed	 in	 the	 opposite	
direction.	No	doubt	some	
lives	would	be	lost	in	the	
short	run,	but	probably	a	

lot	fewer	than	if	the	situation	were	allowed	to	fester	and	the	
pirates	allowed	to	profit	wildly.
	
⇑⇓STOLEN DINGHIES
	 You	might	remember	we	had	a	spate	of	dinghy	thefts	here	
in	Mazatlan	about	five	years	ago.	As	a	group,	we	did	manage	
to	recover	all	five	dinghies.	But	we	ran	into	a	problem	—	prov-
ing	that	each	dinghy	and	outboard	belonged	to	us	in	the	first	
place.
	 My	suggestion	is	that	someone	with	computer	skills	could	
put	together	a	database	of	all	outboards	and	dinghies,	such	as	
an	engine	serial	numbers,	dinghy	hull	numbers	and	a	digital	
photo,	and	post	it	on	'Lectronic	Latitude.	It	would	be	a	valuable	
tool	for	port	captains	and	the	Navy	down	here	in	the	event	of	
a	dinghy	and/or	outboard	theft.	Stolen	boat	details	could	be	
posted	on	the	site	with	a	desktop	alert	so	all	cruisers	could	
be	on	the	lookout.
	 A	few	days	back,	I	noticed	a	local	in	a	panga	with	a	nearly	
new	10	h.p.	Yamaha	four-stroke	outboard.	Curious	about	the	

A grappling hook gets the job done.
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fuel	consumption	because	I'm	planning	an	outboard	upgrade,	
we	chatted	in	Spanish	about	it.	When	it	came	to	price,	he	told	
me	he'd	just	paid	10,000	pesos	—	about	$770	U.S.	—	and	
that	it	had	come	from	el	otro	lado	—	meaning	the	other	side	
—	of	Puerto	Vallarta.	I	just	priced	such	an	outboard	from	a	
dealer	and	was	quoted	$2,500	U.S.	Anyone	out	there	missing	
a	10-hp	Yamaha	four-stroke?

Mike	Wilson
Mexicolder
Mazatlan

	 Mike	—	Although	almost	nobody	has	taken	advantage	of	
it,	we've	always	offered	space	on	'Lectronic	so	sailors	could	
post	notices	of	things	stolen	from	their	boats.	That	offer	still	
stands.
	 Cruisers	to	Mexico	should	have	the	serial	numbers	of	their	
dinghy	and	outboard	 in	 the	paperwork	 for	 their	 Temporary	
Import	Permit	(TIP),	thereby	proving	ownership.
	 People	should	also	remember	that	the	more	unique	your	din-
ghy	looks,	the	less	likely	it	is	to	be	stolen.	For	example,	if	you	
have	a	yellow	Carib	inflatable	as	opposed	to	a	gray	one,	and	
you've	painted	the	gray	Yamaha	outboard	cover	pink,	thieves	
are	likely	to	go	for	something	less-conspicuous.	

⇑⇓IS THERE SOMETHING MISSING?
	 I	can't	help	thinking	there	is	something	missing	in	all	the	
stories	about	the	Clear	Lake	boating	disaster	story.	Shouldn't	
a	sailboat	under	sail	have	the	right-of-way	over	any	motorboat	
—	except	in	the	case	of	ships	that	are	confined	to	shipping	
lanes?
	 Latitude's	description	of	the	event	seems	to	imply	that	the	
incident	took	place	at	night.	There	was	no	mention	of	running	
lights,	leading	one	to	wonder	whether	or	not	Beats	Workin'	II	
was	displaying	running	lights	at	the	time	of	the	collision.	If	
they	had	no	lights,	they	might	be	guilty	of	some	sort	of	con-
tributory	negligence	—	although	Deputy	Perdock's	reckless	
speed	was	still	the	primary	cause	of	the	accident.
	 P.S.	I've	been	reading	Latitude	since	the	first	issue.	We	were	
at	the	San	Francisco	YC's	Opti	Regatta	in	April	as	spectators,	
and	Latitude's	description	was	spot	on.

Charles	Gay
Inverness	/	Kathmandu,	Nepal

	 Charles	—	The	tragic	manslaughter	incident	on	Clear	Lake	
did	indeed	take	place	on	a	pitch	black	night.	In	all	our	many	
early	stories	on	the	case,	we	mentioned	that	there	are	claims	
and	counter	claims	about	whether	the	sailboat's	running	lights	
had	been	on.	The	prosecution	claims	that	the	sailboat's	running	
lights	were	off.	This	is	going	to	be	tough	to	prove	to	a	jury	of	
12	when	everyone	on	Beats	Workin'	II	says	they	were	on,	and	
even	more	important,	so	do	independent	witnesses	on	shore,	
including	a	retired	law	enforcement	officer.
	 As	we've	written	a	number	of	times	before,	if	the	sailboat's	
running	lights	had	not	been	on,	we	think	it	would	have	been	
a	contributing	factor	in	Lynn	Thornton's	death.	In	fact,	we'd	
assign	 the	 responsibility	 for	 Thornton's	death	 on	a	80-19-1	
basis.	It	would	have	been	80%	the	fault	of	Deputy	Perdock,	for	
the	completely	reckless	operation	of	his	boat	and	violation	of	
numerous	rules	of	the	road.	It	would	have	been	19%	percent	
the	fault	of	Mark	Weber,	the	owner	of	the	sailboat,	who	was	
awake	and	presumably	in	charge	of	his	craft.	And	at	most,	it	
would	have	been	1%	the	fault	of	Bismarck	Dinius,	who	just	
happened	to	be	sitting	at	the	helmsman's	position	of	the	drift-
ing	sailboat	when	it	was	rammed	by	Perdock.	
	 That	Dinius,	the	least	responsible	of	the	three,	is	the	only	

Making boating easier – and more fun! 
is what a marina should be all about.
That's why Oyster Cove Marina rates number one with many 
Bay Area boaters. It's an exclusive yet reasonable facility of 219 
berths, accommodating pleasurecraft in slips up to 60-ft long.

Oyster Cove is the private Peninsula 
marina closest to Blue Water boating.
Want to cruise to Sausalito, lunch at Tiburon, or sail to Angel 
Island? How about a day's fishing outside the Gate, or a weekend 
at the Delta? No other private Peninsula marina is better situated 
or offers nicer, fresher surroundings.

385 OYSTER POINT BOULEVARD #8A
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO

( 650 ) 952 - 5540

• Berths 30 feet to 60 feet
• Double Finger Concrete Slips
• Telephone Available
• Five Minutes from SFO
• Heated Dressing Rooms & Showers

We Still 
Offer More!

• Laundry Room   
• Nightly Security Patrol
• Complimentary Ice   
• Cable TV/High Speed Internet
• End Ties Available at $5.95/Ft!

 



Outbound Yachts
New Outbound 52
with Hood Vektron
Vertical Full Batten
In-Mast Furling
Mainsail and 135% 
Vektron Genoa
Photo Courtesy 
swiftsure yaChts

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the 
laminates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller 
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower 

stretch, and retains its shape over a longer life than any 
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruising sailors. That's 

because Hood Vectran® is woven, not laminated to 
Mylar® film. And you can be sure that each sail we 

roll out is built by hand, with the same care and 
craftsmanship that has been the Hood hallmark 

for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our 

soft, tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

The FinesT sails Begin 
wiTh The BesT sailcloTh
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Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com
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one	 to	have	been	charged	with	 the	death	of	Lynn	Thornton	
has	outraged	her	family.	In	our	view,	Bismarck	has	been	set	
up	as	the	scapegoat	for	this	tragic	accident,	and	it's	cost	him	a	
fortune.	Since	no	jury	on	earth	is	going	to	convict	him	of	vehicu-

lar	manslaughter,	
it's	wasted	untold	
amounts	 of	 tax-
payer	money,	too.	
We're	 disgusted	
by	 crap	 govern-
ment.
	 There	were	al-
cohol	 issues,	 too.	
Deputy	 Perdock	
admits	 to	 hav-
ing	drunk	alcohol	
earlier	in	the	eve-
ning,	 and	 there	
has	been	no	good	

explanation	 for	 why	 he	 wasn't	 tested	 until	 hours	 after	 the	
accident.	Furthermore,	the	deputy	who	testified	that	he	was	
ordered	not	to	give	Perdock	a	Breathalyzer	at	the	scene	is	curi-
ously	no	longer	with	the	department.	Weber,	the	owner	of	the	
sailboat,	was	well	over	the	legal	limit.	Bismarck	was	also	over	
the	limit,	but	just	slightly.	In	fact,	up	until	a	couple	of	years	ago,	
he	could	have	legally	operated	a	motor	vehicle	on	California	
highways	at	his	level	of	intoxication.	In	any	event,	Perdock's	
boat	was	coming	at	them	so	fast	that	nobody	on	the	sailboat	
had	time	to	react.
 
⇑⇓DOES A BADGE AND GUN EQUAL IMMUNITY?
	 I	am	a	prior	duty	U.S.	Coast	Guardsman.	I'm	also	a	sea	
captain.	In	over	500,000	nautical	miles,	I've	had	no	accidents	
or	major	injuries.	Over	the	past	three	years,	I	have	closely	
followed	 the	 fatal	 boating	 accident	 that	 occurred	 on	Clear	
Lake	in	April	of	 '06.	This	is	the	one	in	which	Lake	County	
Chief	Deputy	Russell	Perdock	slammed	his	powerboat	into	
the	nearly	stationary	sailboat	Beats	Workin'	II,	resulting	in	the	
death	of	Lynn	Thornton,	a	guest	on	the	sailboat.	I	personally	
don't	know	any	of	these	individuals,	but	I	have	a	strong	feeling	
that	justice	is	not	being	done.
	 First	of	all,	after	conscientiously	reviewing	the	available	
reports,	I	must	conclude	that	the	wrong	person	—	Bismarck	
Dinius,	who	was	sitting	at	the	helmsman's	position	of	Beats	
Workin'	II	—	has	been	charged	with	vehicular	manslaughter.	
Since	the	powerboat	was	being	operated	in	the	dark	of	night,	it	
was	the	responsibility	of	the	operator	of	that	vessel	—	Deputy	
Perdock	—	to	not	hit	the	other	vessel.	Why	isn't	he	on	trial?	
Operating	a	powerboat	at	high	speed	—	at	least	40	mph	—	in	
the	dark	of	night	without	running	lights	was,	in	my	opinion,	
not	only	stupid,	it	was	criminal.	And	you	have	to	wonder	why	
Perdock	was	not	tested	for	alcohol	within	an	hour	of	the	ac-
cident.
	 Second,	Beats	Workin'	II	was	under	sail	so,	under	the	COL-
REGS	of	 the	United	States	Coast	Guard,	which	applies	 to	
all	inland	waterways,	had	the	right	of	way.	Perdock	had	the	
obligation	to	not	only	avoid	the	sailboat,	but	provide	it	clear	
passage	while	it	was	under	sail	and	he	was	under	power.
	 After	reviewing	the	writings	of	Lake	County	Deputy	Attor-
ney	John	Langen	in	regard	to	this	prosecution	of	Dinius,	the	
skipper	of	the	sailboat,	I	must	ask	myself	and	others	what	
is	going	on	in	Lake	County?	Does	the	possession	of	a	badge	
and	a	gun	mean	you're	above	the	law?
	 In	the	opinion	of	this	experienced	skipper,	Lynn	Thornton	
was	killed	due	to	the	direct	and	malicious	actions	of	Chief	

Inexplicably, the deputy who caused this de-
struction has not been charged.
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Alameda
730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

San Diego
1250 Rosecrans St.
(619) 255-8844

Seattle
1000 Mercer St.
(206) 292-8663

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:

Largest Inventory of cordage,
wire and sailboat hardware
• Complete Racing Packages
Dinghy, One Design, Grand Prix

• Cruising Packages
Roller Furlers, Lazy Jacks, Preventers

• Mooring and Docking
Dock Lines, Mooring Pennants,
Anchor Lines

• Architectural Rigging
Railings, Trellis, Displays



Variety in the yard

Sprayed Racing Bottoms

Full Painting Service

Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repairs

Rigging Repairs & Installation

Electrical Repairs & Installation

Engine Service & Repowering

Propeller Installation & Tuning

Wood Hull Repairs & Caulking

Teak & Non-Skid Deck Repairs

Chandlery & 

Fuel Dock 

Open 7 Days

Mon – Fri

8 am to 5 pm

Sat & Sun

9 am to 5 pm

Butler
Rigging

Marine Center
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Deputy	Perdock.	Until	this	officer	is	prosecuted,	I	will	be	won-
dering	if	the	pond	scum	from	the	shallows	of	Clear	Lake	has	
not	permanently	washed	into	the	offices	of	the	Lake	County	
District	Attorney	and	Sheriff.	

Captain	Rory	Kremer
Alika

Monterey

	 Capt	Roy	—	For	the	record,	nobody	is	claiming	that	Perdock	
was	operating	his	boat	without	its	running	lights	on.	The	pros-
ecution	is	claiming	that	Beats	Workin'	II	didn't	have	running	
lights	on,	and	that	it	was	therefore	a	cause,	or	the	cause	of	
the	accident.	According	to	those	aboard	Beats	Workin'	II,	both	
the	running	lights	and	cabin	lights	were	on.	Even	more	signifi-
cantly,	witnesses	on	shore,	including	a	retired	marine	safety	
officer,	said	the	sailboat's	running	lights	were	on	just	prior	to	
the	collision.
	 To	most	people,	what's	going	on	seems	to	be	very	clear.	The	
Lake	County	District	Attorney	has	charged	Bismarck	Dinius	
with	vehicular	manslaughter	in	order	to	take	attention	away	
from	and	protect	the	truly	guilty	party,	Deputy	Perdock,	who,	
after	all,	 is	part	of	 the	 law	enforcement	 community	 in	Lake	
County.	Why	didn't	the	District	Attorney	charge	Perdock?	He	
told	Latitude	it	was	because	he	couldn't	prove	beyond	a	reason-
able	doubt	that	Perdock	was	operating	his	boat	recklessly.	This	
despite	the	fact	that	Perdock	himself	testified	that	he	was	doing	
over	40	mph	on	the	lake	in	the	black	of	night	—	and	regularly	
made	such	reckless	speed	runs.
	 The	safeguard	to	prevent	such	things	from	happening	is	that	
the	State	Attorney	General	can	step	in.	That	Attorney	General	
Jerry	Brown	has	failed	to	take	any	action	in	this	case,	while	
collecting	lord	knows	how	many	state	and	municipal	pensions,	
is	pretty	much	all	that	needs	to	be	said	about	the	quality	of	
public	servants	in	the	State	of	California	these	days.
	 It's	 noteworthy	 that	 the	 extended	 family	 of	 victim	 Lynn	
Thornton	is	convinced	that	Perdock,	not	Dinius,	is	responsible	
for	her	death.
	 Check	out	this	month's	Sightings	for	the	latest	details.
	
⇑⇓YOU MUST BE YOUR OWN 911
	 Here's	my	two	cents'	worth	about	your	recent	article	on	the	
Coast	Guard's	response	to	an	EPIRB	signal	being	received.	
When	my	young	son	Andy	and	 I	 left	 for	Oregon	 from	San	
Francisco,	I	had	a	rental	EPIRB	from	The	Sailing	Foundation	
aboard.	Unfortunately,	it	wasn't	hooked	up	to	the	GPS	when	
my	son	went	overboard	36	miles	west	of	Pt.	Reyes.	The	Coast	
Guard	—	which	I	will	always	hold	in	high	regard	for	risking	
life	and	limb	while	trying	to	find	my	son	alive	—	couldn't	find	
our	boat	for	several	hours,	and	therefore	couldn't	find	my	son	
in	time	to	save	his	life.
	 The	 terrible	 lesson	 for	me	 is	 that	 all	 sailors	have	 to	be	
proactive	 in	emergencies.	You	simply	can't	 rely	on	anyone	
but	yourself	and	your	crew,	and	you	have	 to	 train	 for	 the	
unthinkable.	Yes,	you	should	have	all	the	latest	safety	gear,	
but	you	must	be	prepared	to	be	your	own	911.
	 And	thank	you,	Latitude,	for	your	kind	thoughts	over	the	
past	few	years.

K.D.	Brinkley
Andy's	Dad

	 Readers	—	To	summarize,	the	Coast	Guard	told	us	that	it	
can	take	up	to	an	hour	for	them	to	receive	an	EPIRB	signal.	
Although	the	average	time	is	a	little	over	an	hour,	it	can	take	
them	as	long	as	three	hours	to	know	the	position	of	the	EPIRB.	
So	yes,	it	only	makes	sense	to	assume	that	you	are	entirely	
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responsible	for	your	safety	on	the	ocean.
	 K.D.	—	We've	never	met	you,	and	we	never	had	a	chance	to	
meet	your	son.	Nonetheless,	we	continue	to	think	good	thoughts	
about	him.

⇑⇓THE DUXSHIP SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
 We	at	Team	DB	agree	with	John	Liebenberg	in	his	May	
letter,	that	the	Duxbury	Lightship	Race	should	not	have	been	
cancelled	 at	 the	 last	 moment.	 As	 past	 president	 of	 OYRA	
(Ocean	Yacht	Racing	Association)	for	four	years	and	a	current	
member	of	the	YRA	(Yacht	Racing	Association)	board,	I	think	
the	cancellation	was	a	huge	mistake	on	many	levels.
	 First,	were	 the	predicted	 light	winds	going	 to	present	a	
danger	to	the	participants?	No.	If	there	was	a	concern	about	
the	risk	of	having	a	'bumper	boat'	start,	the	race	committee	
should	 have	 known	 that	 all	 participants	 were	 required	 to	
carry	two	anchors	and	have	a	working	motor	with	sufficient	
fuel.	The	same	could	be	said	about	the	risk	of	"the	fleet	sail-
ing	into	a	huge	flood."	If	that	had	turned	out	to	be	the	case,	
each	skipper	could	have	decided	whether	to	anchor	or	turn	
the	motor	on.	If	the	race	had	gone	into	the	night	and	even	
the	next	morning,	it	still	wouldn't	have	been	a	problem,	as	
we	were	all	required	to	carry	sufficient	provisions,	emergency	
water	reserves,	multiple	communication	devices,	emergency	
lighting	devices,	and	various	types	of	flares	exceeding	the	U.S.	
Coast	Guard	minimum	boating	requirements,
	 Second,	the	race	was	completely	doable.	Bob	Gardiner	and	
his	crew	on	the	Olson	40	Spellbound	proved	it	by	going	ahead	
and	sailing	the	course	anyway.	They	finished	that	afternoon,	
well	before	what	would	have	been	the	24-hour	time	limit.	
	 Third,	based	on	information	from	NOAA,	the	race	commit-
tee	said	there	was	"little	prospect	of	wind	until	much	later	
in	the	day."	They	did	not,	however,	mention	what	the	NOAA	
forecast	was	for	Saturday	evening	or	Sunday	morning.	Indeed,	
a	boat	could	have	been	becalmed	for	eight	hours	at	the	start,	
then	averaged	only	two	knots,	and	still	finished	the	31.8-mile	
race	within	the	deadline.	The	Duxship	is	a	24-hour	race,	so	
the	race	committee	should	have	been	prepared	for	that	pos-
sibility.
	 The	race	committee	also	should	have	known	that	 there	
is	no	way	 to	predict	 the	weather	off	 the	coast	of	Northern	
California.	Two	weeks	after	the	cancelled	Duxship,	there	were	
similar	light	air	conditions	for	the	start	of	the	Farallones	Race.	
It	turned	out	to	be	a	very	challenging	event,	with	light	air	at	
the	start	followed	by	heavy	air	later	on.	In	fact,	we	hit	18.1	
knots	—	our	fastest	inside-the-Bay	speed	ever	—	on	the	way	
back	in.	And	there	was	a	J/105	in	the	Lightship	Race	that	
must	have	been	doing	over	20	knots.
	 Liebenberg	asked,	"Why	did	a	race	committee	of	three	or	
four	people	deny	this	group	of	200	sailors	the	opportunity	to	
race?"	The	question	was	not	adequately	addressed	by	PRO	
Charles	Hodgkins,	nor	by	YRA	President	Pat	Broderick,	who	
endorsed	abandoning	the	race.	My	understanding	is	that	it	
was	 just	Hodgkins	and	Broderick	who	made	 the	decision.	
The	'09	Duxship	Race	is	not	the	first	time	a	president	of	the	
OYRA	has	tried	to	interfere	with	a	race	committee's	decision	
to	run	or	not	to	run	an	ocean	race.	Unfortunately,	this	time	
his	 opinion	prevailed	 for	 all	 the	wrong	 reasons.	 I	 formally	
requested	(points)	redress	from	the	YRA	for	the	boats	in	the	
series	that	took	the	time	and	effort	to	show	up	at	the	starting	
line,	but	have	received	no	answer	to	date.
	 With	the	exception	of	extreme	and	hazardous	sea	condi-
tions,	race	committees	should	start	races	and	let	each	compet-
ing	skipper	decide	if	he/she	wants	to	continue	—	this	is	the	
race	committee's	obligation	to	racers.	Last	year's	Windjam-
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mers	was	another	good	example	of	a	light-wind	race.	Thirty-
three	boats	signed	up,	12	boats	finished,	13	boats	motored	
off	to	a	DNF,	and	eight	boats	elected	not	to	start.	After	doing	
some	math,	we	on	TeamDB,	despite	our	rating	of	-36,	decided	
not	to	leave	the	dock	that	day,	even	though	we'd	done	a	day	
of	prep	work	and	had	paid	the	entry	fee	and	for	bottom	clean-
ing.	It	was	our	decision,	as	it	should	have	been,	not	the	race	
committee's.

Douglas	Storkovich,	Skipper,	TeamDB
Delicate	Balance

Monterey	Peninsula	YC

⇑⇓LATITUDE'S PUBLISHER IS AN OLD FART
	 Give	me	a	break!	Liz	Clark	of	the	Cal	40	Swell	is	begging	
online,	and	you're	her	helper.	And	her	urgent	need	seems	to	
stem	from	the	fact	that	she	has	an	aversion	to	getting	a	job	
—	and	a	[unprintable].	The	publisher	of	Latitude	is	an	old	fart,	
and	there	is	nothing	chivalrous	about	his	being	her	agent	in	
seeking	the	easy	way	out.
	 Why	would	I	call	 the	publisher	an	old	fart?	Because	he	
never	 took	 his	 catamaran	 to	 the	 Pacific.	 Oh	 —	 too	 much	
trouble!	It's	so	much	easier	to	sit	in	St.	Barth	and	write	about	
the	Pacific.	You	old	fart!

Gary
Cyberspace

	 Gary	—	You've	got	a	reasonable	point	to	make,	so	why	un-
dermine	it	with	such	misogyny	and	vitriol?	Besides,	that	kind	
of	talk	brings	shame	to	your	mother.
	 The	following	surely	won't	affect	you,	but	might	provide	a	
context	for	others	with	more	open	minds.	We	met	Liz	about	five	
years	ago	in	Santa	Barbara	while	getting	ready	to	do	a	race.	
Thanks	to	a	patron,	she'd	acquired	her	Cal	40	on	attractive	
terms	in	order	for	her	to	pursue	a	dream	of	a	surfing-sailing	
safari.	Such	an	idea	wasn't	out	of	the	blue.	She'd	cruised	Mexico	
with	her	parents,	and	she'd	been	a	collegiate	surfing	champion	
at	UCSB.
	 Some	people	have	issues	with	the	concept	of	somebody	hav-
ing	a	patron.	Usually	they	are	people	who	never	had	a	patron,	
so	that's	somewhat	understandable.	But	if	you	have	a	problem	
with	Clark	ending	up	in	the	position	she's	in,	what	do	you	have	
to	say	about	someone	like	Paul	Cayard,	who	would	not	have	
achieved	the	tremendous	success	he	has	without	the	benefit	of	
patrons	when	he	was	young?	(And	if	you	want	to	know	about	
having	to	beg	for	money	to	sail,	we're	sure	Cayard	could	give	
you	an	earfull	on	what	it's	like	trying	to	fund	an	America's	Cup	
campaign.)
	 But	even	more	to	the	point,	what	are	your	feelings	about	
the	following	sailors	who	didn't	earn	the	money	for	their	boats	
and/or	expenses:	B.J.	Caldwell	of	Honolulu,	who	circumnavi-
gated	when	he	was	19	aboard	the	Contessa	26	Mai	Miti.	Robin	
Lee	Graham,	went	around	on	the	Gladiator	24	Dove	when	he	
was	in	his	teens.	Teenager	Zac	Sunderland,	who	is	nearing	the	
completion	of	a	terrific	solo	circumnavigation	aboard	the	Marina	
del	Rey-based	 Islander	36	 Intrepid.	Or	even	Bruce	Schwab	
with	the	Wylie	60	Ocean	Planet,	who	has	been	relying	on	the	
funds	of	others	for	many	years?	Does	it	make	a	difference	to	
you	that	Liz	Clark	is	a	young	woman?	That	she's	attractive?	
What	are	your	thoughts	about	the	money	that	was	given	to	Ellen	
MacArthur	for	her	various	sailing	exploits?	Or	Sam	Davies?	And	
does	it	matter	that	Clark	is	adventuring	rather	than	racing?
	 The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	many	sailors	have	benefitted	
from	patrons,	be	they	their	parents	or	others.	Does	it	make	a	
difference	if	it	was	a	parent	or	friend?	You	tell	us.	And	patron-
age	is	hardly	limited	to	the	world	of	sailing.	We'll	remind	you	
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that	there	are	huge	patrons	in	the	world	of	sport,	sometimes	
also	known	as	universities.	Patronage	is	rampant	in	the	world	
of	education,	the	arts,	and	just	about	every	other	field	you	can	
think	of.
	 When	we	first	met	Liz,	she	was	in	her	early	20s	and	in	no	
way	ready	for	such	an	adventure.	But	she	was	attractive	in	
the	sense	that	she	had	a	dream,	she	had	experience	that	leant	
credence	to	the	dream,	and	was	busting	her	ass	as	a	waitress	
to	try	to	help	make	it	happen.	Her	trip	got	postponed	for	a	year	
because	neither	the	boat	nor	she	was	ready,	and	that	was	a	
good	thing.	In	January	of	 '06,	she	finally	took	off.	We	didn't	
encourage	anybody	to	chip	in	any	money	to	her	effort	at	the	
time	because	we	figured	there	was	only	a	50-50	chance	that	
she'd	make	it	to	Cabo	without	wanting	to	turn	back.	After	all,	
she	was	still	a	novice	cruiser	and	was	naïve	about	the	chal-
lenges	she'd	face.
	 In	the	three	years	since	then,	Liz	has	faced	many	personal	
and	sailing	challenges.	She's	had	help	along	the	way	to	be	sure,	
but	who	among	us	hasn't?	During	this	time	she's	provided	a	
lot	of	entertainment	and	inspiration	to	readers	of	Latitude	and	
many	other	magazines	and	websites.	As	guys,	it's	impossible	
for	us	to	fully	appreciate	the	adversities	that	women	experience	
while	 cruising,	 particularly	 women	 who	 are	 singlehanding.	
Many	women	readers	have	told	us	that	Liz	has	made	them	
proud	and/or	inspired	them.	But	to	be	fair,	some	women	agree	
with	you,	and	say	she	should	get	a	job.
	 Anyway,	when	we	heard	about	Liz's	recent	problem	with	
the	leak,	we	offered	to	put	a	request	on	'Lectronic	for	people	
who	might	want	to	contribute.	She	agreed.	We	didn't	make	a	
forceful	request,	just	said	that	if	people	wanted	to	contribute,	
they	could.	It's	a	free	world,	man.	And	we're	happy	that	we	
put	the	word	out.	By	the	way,	it's	far	from	the	first	time	that	
we've	mentioned	there	were	sailors	in	need	of	funds.
	 As	for	us,	the	publisher	of	Latitude,	we're	always	amazed	
at	the	number	of	people	who	are	certain	they	know	how	to	run	
this	magazine	better	than	we	do.	Indeed,	the	less	they	know	
about	publishing	and	business	in	general,	the	more	sure	they	
are	of	themselves.
	 There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 reasons	 that	 we	 haven't	 taken	
Profligate	to	the	South	Pacific.	First,	we	don't	have	the	time.	

Speaking	 as	
the	publisher,	
we	 produce	
over	 30	 pag-
es	 of	 edito-
rial	 a	 month,	
i n c l u d i n g	
many	 pho-
tos	 and	 lay-
outs.	 That's	
an	 average	
of	 a	 finished	
page	 a	 day,	
weekends	in-

cluded,	not	counting	all	the	stuff	we	do	for	'Lectronic	and	the	
general	running	of	the	business.	It's	difficult	enough	to	accom-
plish	this	during	a	Ha-Ha,	where	we	at	least	have	access	to	
high	speed	internet	in	Turtle	Bay	after	three	days,	and	then	
again	in	Cabo	after	five	or	six	more	days.	Perhaps	you	could	
explain	to	us	how	we'd	keep	the	magazine	going	while	doing	
an	18-day	crossing	 to	 the	South	Pacific.	And	what	we'd	do	
without	broadband	internet	in	the	Marquesas	and	Tuamotus.	
The	longest	crossing	we've	done	was	a	fabulous	16-day	cross-
ing	of	the	Atlantic	aboard	Big	O,	our	previous	boat.	Combined	
with	the	downtime	before	we	started	and	after	we	arrived,	it	
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was	very	hard	on	us.	Indeed,	it	meant	that	we	had	to	miss	the	
start	of	the	Atlantic	Rally	for	Cruisers	by	two	days.	Lack	of	time	
is	the	same	reason	we've	never	been	able	to	do	a	TransPac,	
Singlehanded	TransPac	or	Pacific	Cup.
	 A	second	reason	that	we	haven't	taken	our	cat	to	the	South	
Pacific	is	that	—	and	this	may	shock	you	—	we're	not	so	crazy	
about	the	South	Pacific.	We've	been	to	Tonga,	Fiji,	Tahiti,	Moorea	
and	New	Zealand	a	couple	of	times.	These	places	are	beauti-
ful,	and	we	understand	why	they	are	the	favorites	of	many	
circumnavigators,	but	they	are	not	at	the	top	of	the	list	of	places	
we	want	to	cruise.	The	best	explanation	we	can	give	is	that	
we're	not	'primitivists'.	We're	just	too	Type	A	to	be	fascinated	
by	Polynesian	culture.	The	place	that	whets	our	cruising	ap-
petite	is	Southeast	Asia	—	Malaysia,	Vietnam,	Thailand,	Bali	
and	the	like.	So,	for	the	first	time	in	more	than	a	decade,	we're	
not	be	spending	New	Year's	in	St.	Barth,	but	rather	Southeast	
Asia.	Our	goal	is	to	be	cruising	there	the	winter	after	this	one	
aboard	a	Thailand-based	F-31	trimaran	that	we	plan	to	own	
with	two	or	three	partners.	Our	inspiration	is	Peter	Carr,	whom	
you	can	read	about	elsewhere	in	this	issue.
	 The	last,	but	not	least,	reason	we	haven't	taken	Profligate	
to	the	South	Pacific	is	that	it's	Senior	Editor	Andy	Turpin's	ter-
ritory.	He	knows	it	far	better	than	we	do	and	he	knows	the	
people,	so	why	wouldn't	we	have	him	in	charge?	Because	of	
his	knowledge	and	connections,	he	was	able	 to	pull	off	 the	
incredible	coup	of	getting	the	very	expensive	bonds	in	French	
Polynesia	waived	for	members	of	the	Puddle	Jump	fleet.
	 Apparently	 you	 have	 a	 problem	 with	 our	 spending	 two	
months	at	St.	Barth	in	the	winter.	Well,	that's	just	too	damn	
bad,	because	we've	got	plenty	of	good	 reasons	 for	doing	 it.	
First,	 it's	a	crossroads	of	the	Caribbean,	with	notable	boats	
and	sailors	from	all	over	the	world	stopping	by.	As	such,	there	
is	no	end	to	the	number	of	great	stories	that	come	out	of	there.	
Second,	because	we	have	a	charter	boat	in	a	yacht	manage-
ment	program,	we	can	spend	all	that	time	in	St.	Barth	for	almost	
nothing.	Third,	because	we're	able	to	set	up	a	small	office	there,	
we	can	still	get	in	five	to	eight	hours	of	productive	work	done	
most	every	day.	And	finally,	because	St.	Barth	is	the	clean-
est	and	safest	island	in	the	Caribbean,	has	some	of	the	most	
spectacular	beaches	and	sailing	conditions,	and	because	we	
have	so	many	good	friends	there.
	 That	said,	we	feel	no	need	to	answer	to	you	for	what	we	
do	and	how	and	why	we	do	it.	If	the	result	of	our	busting	our	
asses	every	month	doesn't	result	in	a	magazine	that's	up	to	
your	standards,	don't	read	it.	God	knows	you	could	use	the	
extra	time	to	clean	out	your	potty	mouth	and	change	your	at-
titude	toward	women.

⇑⇓THE POST-TRANSPAC RACE TO KAUAI
	 With	 a	 big	 fleet	 sailing	 to	 Hawaii	 in	 the	 TransPac	 this	

year,	 I'd	 like	
everyone	 to	
know	 that	
the	Nawiliwili	
YC	 of	 Kauai	
will	again	be	
hosting	 the	
Kauai	Chan-
nel	 Race.	 It	
will	start	at	7	
a.m.	on	July	
31	 from	 the	
Ko	'Olina	Ma-
rina	and	Re-

sort	on	Oahu,	and	end	78	downwind	miles	later	at	Nawiliwili,	
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For TransPac boats, the Nawiliwili Yacht Club is 
practically on the way home.
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AIS Made Easy!

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers 
enable AIS-capable chart plotters and navigation 
software to see other vessels.  AIS transponders 
allow other vessels to see you. 

For more information contact:

(866) 606-6143
www.MilltechMarine.com

Navigation software displaying AIS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS 
solutions.   Visit our web site for information on:
 AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
 AIS Transponders - including Class B AIS 
 Navigation Software 
 Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product  
online and use 
coupon code 
“LAT38” to get free 
shipping in the U.S.

Latest, most cost-effective 
collision-avoidance solution 

EAGLE (WXX1234)
MMSI: 312345678
Reported via AIS at 13:45
Towing Vessel
Underway with engine at 4:30 kn
346°M / 1.77 NM from boat
47°44.296'N  122°27.312'W



Buy a sliP  – Save money & earn equity! Save 1/3 of 
your rental cost. Enjoy big tax savings as a slip owner. Emery Cove Yacht 
Harbor is unique in that you can make us your “second home” by purchasing your 
own slip as an option to renting. Emery Cove Yacht Harbor is a private 430 slip 
‘dockominium’ marina and the only marina in the Bay Area offering the possibility 
of owning your own boat slip in a 100% fee title ownership.

or rENT a sliP – 35-60’ slips, rates from $8.25 
to $9.25 per foot. Emery Cove Yacht Harbor also offers competitive rental rates 
for monthly berthing agreements.

MariNa Guard® – cutting edge electrical ground fault monitoring system.

Nestled on the waterfront at the foot of the San Francisco/Oakland Bay Bridge, Emeryville 
lies in the center of San Francisco Bay. Enjoy stunning views of the Bay, Golden Gate 
and Bay Bridges, Alcatraz and Angel Islands and the skyline of San Francisco.

Save time, cruise the Bay just minutes from cast off. Enjoy modern facilities, 
beautiful shoreline, extra wide fairways for easy access, state of the art electrical 
monitoring and free wireless internet. 

We invite you to stop by and see 
the Bay area’s finest marina!

Call For a MarKETiNG PaCKaGE 510-428-0505

own a dock on
san Francisco Bay!
Perfect location - Great investment

Just dredged

35’-50’ slips available

Michael Wiest Yacht Sales 

& Emeryville Yacht Club 

on premises

SLIPS FOR SALE with Fee Simple Ownership 
C-15 ...... 35’ x 13’ ....... $48,000C-40 ...... 35’ x 13’ ....... $48,000D-33 ...... 36’ x 13’ ....... $42,000D-58 ...... 36’ x 13’ ....... $48,000D-60....... 36’ x 13’ ....... $47,000B-43 ...... 40’ x 13.5’ .... $65,000B-53 ...... 40’ x 13.5’ ... $63,000E-03 ...... 40’ x 15.5’ ... $65,000E-49 ...... 40 x  13.5’ .... $61,000E-52 ...... 40’ x 13.5’ .... $60,000B-06 ...... 45’ x 14.5’ .... $55,000A-22 ...... 45’ x 14.5’ .... $68,000B-20 ...... 45’ x 14.5’ .... $49,900B-32 ...... 45’ x 14.5’ .... $62,000F-50 ...... 45’ x 14.5’ .... $64,000A-24.......  50’ x 15’ ...... $84,000A-35.......  50’ x 15’ ...... $81,500G-05 ......  50’ x 17.5’ ... $80,000G-08 .....  50’ x 17.5’ ... $75,000G-11 ......  50’ x 17.5’ ... $79,500G-15 ......  50’ x 15’ ...... $70,000G-20 .....  50’ x 15’ ...... $65,000G-22 .....  50’ x 15’ ...... $75,000G-33 .....  55’ x 15’ ...... $87,500

Certified
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Kauai.	The	first	finishers	are	expected	to	cross	the	line	that	
afternoon.	Last	year	we	had	22	entries,	but	we're	expecting	
even	more	this	year.	After	all,	 the	best	way	to	sail	back	to	
California	from	Hawaii	is	via	Kauai.	For	more	info,	contact	
Rear	Commodore	Terry	Wells	at	(808)	828-1011.

MaryAnn	Holden
Nawiliwili	YC,	Kauai,	Hawaii

⇑⇓I EXPECT TO TAKE AT LEAST THIRD IN CLASS
	 Come	hell	or	high	water,	I'm	going	to	do	the	Ha-Ha	this	
year.	In	fact,	I	plan	on	doing	no	worse	than	third	in	class.	
Participants	in	last	year's	Ha-Ha	may	recall	that	I	intended	to	
do	last	year's	Ha-Ha	—	until	two	hours	before	the	skipper's	
meeting,	when	I	fell	off	a	scaffold	in	a	boatyard	and	broke	my	
wrist.	I	showed	up	at	the	skipper's	meeting	with	my	arm	in	
a	cast	to	ask	other	skippers	in	the	Ha-Ha	fleet	to	please	find	
berths	for	the	four	people	who	were	going	to	crew	for	me.	In	
what	I	believe	is	true	Ha-Ha	tradition,	my	entire	crew	got	rides	
on	boats.	Thank	you	skippers!

Tom	Christensen
Julia	Morgan,	Morgan	O/I	41

Long	Beach

⇑⇓A RESPITE FROM VERY TOUGH DUTY
	 Do	you	know	what	this	little	six-meter	vessel	in	the	ac-
companying	 photograph	 is?	 She's	 Nomad,	 ocean	 weather	
station	 number	 46005	 in	 NOAA's	 Ocean	 Data	 Acquisition	
System.	Since	'76,	she's	spent	her	entire	solitary	life	on	the	
North	Pacific,	one	of	the	world's	roughest	oceans.	Nomad	was	
anchored	in	over	9,000	feet	of	water	some	315	nautical	miles	
west	of	Aberdeen,	WA.	Her	job	was	to	signal	back	all	sorts	of	
ocean	data	to	NOAA,	which	then	used	it	to	provide	us	mari-
ners	with	important	weather	information.	Nomad	is	equipped	
with	sensors	that	provide	data	on	barometric	pressure,	wind	

speed	 and	 direction,	 wave	
height	(using	an	accelerom-
eter),	wave	direction,	and	air	
and	sea	temperature.	Over	
the	 years	 she's	 survived	
winds	of	well	over	hurricane	
strength	and	seas	in	excess	
of	50	feet.
	 On	 December	 18	 of	 last	
year,	 Nomad	 went	 adrift.	
But	 she	 was	 recovered	 on	
March	13.	I	saw	her	sitting	
on	 the	 docks	 in	 Newport,	
OR,	looking	a	wee	bit	tired	
and	 in	 need	 of	 some	 TLC	
and	a	bottom	job.	I've	been	

told	that	she'll	be	restored	to	service	when	it	can	be	worked	
into	the	Coast	Guard's	schedule.	For	more	 information	on	
NOAA’s	Dial-a-buoy	and	ODAS	services,	readers	should	visit	
http://seaboard.ndbc.noaa.gov/dial.shtml.

Arnstein	Mustad
Mustad	Marine	

⇑⇓I USED THE SAME PDF FOR 20 YEARS
	 Hey,	why	not	help	your	readers	out	here,	especially	those	
who	equip	themselves	and	their	boats	with	'the	latest'	in	gear	
and	accessories?	There	is	now	a	little-known	device	available	
that	will	solve	the	PFD	problem	that	you	wrote	about	in	your	
May	issue.	The	device	is	called	a	life	jacket	or	PFD.	I've	owned	
many	of	these.	Twice,	I	have	worn	one	particular	jacket	for	as	
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After all those years of service, 
'Nomad' took a break.

TheFix
is In

We have 22 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING 

to find the store nearest you.

WEST SYSTEM® Brand Epoxy
For the almost limitless care and repair needs aboard a boat, the fix

is in the can of WEST SYSTEM® Brand epoxy. Gluing, filling, coat-

ing, fairing-there’s not much you can’t do with this remarkable epoxy

resin and the right filler(s). We’ve got the complete WEST SYSTEM

Brand product line at West Marine. So the next time you need a fix,

come on in!     

Celebrate Sailing with us
JUNE 20 • Treasure Island

We’re a proud sponsor of

www.summersailstice.com/sf



1-800-900-6646
   (510) 237-0140

Fax: (510) 237-2253
310 West Cutting Blvd. • Point RiChmond, Ca 94804

Online reservations now available at 
www.baymarineboatworks.com

88-TON TRAVELIFT HANDLES UP TO 23’ BEAM!

Full Service Boatyard:
✔  Gas & Diesel enGine service
✔  Mast & riGGinG repair
✔  sanDblastinG & epoxy coatinGs 
✔  FiberGlass & Gelcoat repairs
✔  UscG cert. WelDers - steel/alUMinUM 
✔  insUrance Work WelcoMe

ComPlete PRoPelleR seRviCe
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✔  coMplete propeller shop
✔  electrical repair & installation 
✔  FiberGlass blister Work 
✔  lpU paintinG 
✔  coMplete Machine shop
✔  shipWriGhts - caUlkinG & carpentry

Y     D
ESIGN

& ENGINEERING

BA

BAY    PROPELLER

HAULOUTS ON  
SHORT NOTICE...CALL US!

geneRatoR

sales & seRviCe

maRine engines

sales & seRviCe

YOUR NEW

FULL SERVICE

DEALER IN THE

BAY AREA

HAULOUTS 20’ to 80’ 

Photo: latitude 38/ld
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long	as	20	years	without	really	testing	it.	So,	after	about	20	
years,	I	put	on	my	stylish	life	jacket	and	jumped	into	a	warm	
swimming	pool.	Voila!	Just	as	I	had	hoped,	the	lighter-than-
water	material	that	was	sewn	into	the	jacket's	outer	skin	was	
still	lighter	than	water	and	still,	after	all	those	years,	kept	me	
afloat.	And	looking	good,	too!
	 Hey,	why	don't	you	suggest	to	your	readers	that	they	think	
for	a	few	minutes	before	purchasing	the	'latest	crap?'

Dave	Vickland
Alameda

	 Dave	—	Most	of	us	are	no	longer	sailing	boats	and	using	gear	
from	the	'70s,	so	evidently	some	of	the	"latest	crap"	is	superior	
to	the	old	crap.	Not	all	of	what's	new	is	good,	but	it	seems	to	us	
that	a	lot	of	the	new	stuff	—	particularly	if	we	take	the	time	to	
educate	ourselves	about	why	—	might	actually	be	better.	While	
there	is	certainly	nothing	wrong	with	wearing	a	traditional	PFD,	
many	sailors	prefer	the	inflatable	type	due	to	their	comfort	and	
the	ease	of	maneuverability	that	they	allow.

⇑⇓RESURRECTING A VINTAGE DESIGN
	 I	work	for	a	boatbuilding	company	in	downeast	Maine,	and	
was	offered	a	potential	project	for	my	own	small	boat	shop.	
The	project	involved	my	taking	a	complete	pair	of	molds	off	
their	hands	and	putting	them	back	into	production.	The	molds	
are	the	Lippincott	30	and	Lippincott	36,	boats	which	were	
built	between	'79	and	the	'80s.
	 I'm	a	very	driven	person	and	have	been	mulling	the	pro-
posal	for	a	year	or	two.	I'm	interested	in	your	feedback	as	to	
whether	it	would	be	a	good	business	move	for	me	to	acquire	
these	molds	for	my	first	undertaking.	I've	read	reviews	about	
the	two	boats	and	there	seem	to	be	waiting	lists	on	forums	for	
used	boats.	But	as	I	said,	I'm	interested	in	an	independent	
point	of	view	 from	someone	who	knows	 the	boat	business	
inside	out.	What	do	you	and	your	colleagues	think	of	a	revival	
of	what	could	be	a	family-budgeted	sailboat	with	a	small	touch	
of	style	and	nostalgia?

Peter	Taylor
Downeast	Maine

	 Peter	—	Yours	is	one	of	the	easiest	questions	we've	ever	had	
to	answer.	We	may	not	know	the	boat	business	inside	out,	but	
we	know	for	sure	you	shouldn't	even	remotely	consider	such	
a	proposal.	Even	in	the	best	of	times,	building	boats	is	an	ex-
tremely	risky	business	proposition	that	requires	lots	of	capital.	
And	you're	thinking	about	trying	to	revive	a	design	from	the	'70s	
and	going	up	against	the	likes	of	Catalina	and	Hunter	in	terms	
of	bang	for	the	buck?	It's	not	going	to	happen.	We	can	imagine	
that	being	offered	a	complete	set	of	molds	for	two	boats	might	
sound	tempting,	but	it	shouldn't.	After	the	heyday	of	boatbuild-
ing	in	Southern	California,	some	boatbuilders	offered	complete	
molds	for	free	to	anyone	who	would	take	them	off	their	hands.	
Being	driven	is	a	very	good	thing,	but	make	sure	you're	being	
driven	in	the	right	direction.

⇑⇓WORKING FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD
	 Reading	your	editorial	response	to	the	May	letter	of	M.	Lee	
Fowler,	in	which	you	stated	your	views	on	life,	including	the	
importance	of	personal	responsibility,	reinforced	my	decision	
to	drop	my	subscription	 to	Cruising	World.	Latitude	 is	 the	
only	sailing	magazine	for	sailors	interested	in	some	serious	
philosophical	ideas,	and	I'd	rather	read	about	them	than	lots	
of	reviews	of	expensive	boats.
	 I'm	an	84-year-old	retired	engineer/systems	analyst,	and	
a	sailor	of	43	years	—	who	still	sails	my	'83	Catalina	30	ev-

Boom
Boon

We have 22 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING 

to find the store nearest you.

Wichard Gyb’easy Boom Brake
An out-of-control boom can bring a great day to a crashing end. So

all kinds of clever inventors have created all kinds of clever gizmos to

prevent a runaway boom from slamming across the boat. Trouble is,

they were often more trouble to use than the trouble they were

designed to prevent. Which is why we think the Gyb’easy is so bril-

liant. It’s a simple device that’s simple to use, and it WORKS!

Significantly less expensive than a new boom--or a new head!     

Model 9691312  $329.99
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EXPAND YOUR SKILLS WITH AN OCEAN  
OR COASTAL PASSAGE

Honolulu, Hawaii - Victoria, Canada
Experience a classic ocean passage. Conditions will vary from
fast reaches to the calm center of the Pacific High. Snow capped
mountains provide a stunning backdrop as Eagle sails down the
Straits of Juan de Fuca and into Victoria.
Fee: $3395  • July 15 - Aug. 2, 2009

Victoria, Canada - San Francisco, CA
You will maneuver around traffic, navigate in diverse condi-
tions, and study weather on this leg. A stop (or two) down the
coast provides a chance to experience landfall, sometimes with
a dramatic bar crossing.
Fee: $2495  • Aug. 20 - Sept. 1, 2009

OFFSHORE SAIL TRAINING ABOARD 65’ ALASKA EAGLE

To learn more: www.occsailing.com 
To request a color catalog or specific info: 949-645-9412

Or write: Alaska Eagle Voyages, 1801 W. Coast Hwy, Newport Beach, CA 92663

Learn what it takes to make a major cruise under sail. Along with eight other crewmembers,
you’ll sail in all conditions, standing watches and steering as Alaska Eagle sails 180 to 240 miles a day.
Our emphasis is on helping you build skills in an environment of fun and great sailing. Many who sail
with us are planning voyages of their own. There is no better way to prepare.

Pacific Northwest Adventure
This all women’s trip incorporates practical lessons in navigation, weather and sailing a big, beautiful boat, under the tutelage of
three very experienced women sailors. We aren’t looking for experts, but like all our legs, intermediate sailing is a prerequisite.
Fee: $2295 • Aug. 5 - 16, 2009
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ery	week	along	the	coast.	I	say	politics	is	only	necessary	for	
politicians,	and	I'll	bet	that	you	agree.	To	go	from	an	oligar-
chy	—	which	is	what	we	have	now	—	to	a	real	representative	
democracy	—	which	would	be	nice,	would	require	publicly	
funded	elections	and	deliberative	polling.	This	would	allow	
successful	career	people	—	such	as	the	publisher	of	Latitude	
—	to	serve	one	term	as	a	representative	of	the	people	as	op-
posed	to	the	regular	political	hacks.	Instead	of	making	poli-
cies	based	on	special	interests,	you'd	be	doing	what	you	do	
now,	which	is	working	for	the	public	good.	Furthermore,	your	
loyal	readers	would	stick	with	Latitude	while	we	followed	your	
service	to	humanity.

Walter	C.	Tice
San	Diego

	 Walter	—	Thank	you	for	the	very	kind	words.	Alas,	being	
an	effective	 representative	of	a	 citizenry	 requires	a	skill	 set	
—	including	patience	and	willingness	to	wade	through	endless	
details	—	that	we	don't	possess.	While	we'd	be	a	terrible	rep-
resentative	—	doing	things	like	daydreaming	about	cruising	in	
the	Sea	of	Cortez	during	policy	discussions	—	we	have	no	doubt	
that	we'd	make	a	splendid	benevolent	dictator.	For	example,	
upon	learning	that	in	these	most	of	difficult	financial	times	the	
Bay	Area	Air	Quality	Management	District	just	blew	$75,000	to	
have	New	York	Times	columnist	Thomas	Friedman	give	a	two-
hour	talk	—	which	was	already	available	online	—	the	heads	
of	those	responsible	would	have	rolled	right	down	Broadway	
and	into	the	Oakland	Estuary.	Figuratively	speaking,	of	course.	
But	they	would	be	shit-canned	and	made	to	pick	up	the	tab	
for	Friedman's	speech,	his	first-class	plane	ticket,	and	time	at	
the	Claremont	Resort.	As	for	the	additional	$125,000	that	was	
spent	to	put	on	the	shindig,	it	would	be	taken	from	BAAQMD's	
salary	budget	for	the	following	year.	You	could	be	pretty	con-
fident	that	the	BAAQMB	wouldn't	piss	away	taxpayer	money	
like	that	again	anytime	soon,	and	that	other	taxpayer-funded	

boards	would	take	notice.
	 Plato	had	it	right	when	he	
wrote	that	the	best	recipe	for	
public	servants	was	for	them	
to	be	paid	"the	expenses	of	
the	 year,	 but	 no	 more."	 In	
other	words,	public	servants	
should	 be	 true	 public	 ser-
vants,	rather	than	pigs	at	the	
public	trough	for	themselves	
and	their	extended	families,	
friends	 and	 the	 pack	 of	
special	interest	groups	they	
actually	work	for.
	 Hilarious	Update:	After	the	
Chronicle's	Phil	Matier	and	
Andy	Ross	broke	the	story	of	
that	preposterous	fee,	James	
Rainey	 of	 the	 L.A.	 Times	
wrote	an	article	taking	Fried-

man	to	the	editorial	woodshed	for	his	major	ethical	flub.	Before	
you	could	say	'The	World	Is	Flat',	Friedman	returned	the	money	
—	which	amounted	to	nearly	50%	of	what	he's	paid	a	year	
by	the	New	York	Times.	Through	a	spokesman	—	journalist	
Friedman	was	apparently	too	embarrassed	to	comment	to	the	
L.A.	Times	—	he	gave	the	pathetic	excuse	that	he	thought	he	
was	going	to	be	speaking	before	a	group	that	wasn't	heavily	
involved	in	politics	or	lobbying.	Who	does	he	think	is	going	to	
buy	that	nonsense?	In	any	event,	if	BAAQMD	is	listening,	our	
LaDonna	Bubak	would	be	happy	to	give	a	presentation	on	how	

Thomas Friedman, looking a little 
puzzled.
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Pounce

onThis!

We have 22 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING 

to find the store nearest you.

Puma OD Performance Gear
Light, sleek and brilliantly effective, Puma’s new sailing line is engi-

neered for world-class sailors, and anyone else who wants to feel like

one. The breathable, waterproof nylon is soft, not stiff. And since it

weighs next to nothing, you’ll be able to move as nimbly as a cat. This

is really nice gear, with too many intelligent features to list in this

space, so come in and check it out. Once you see it, you’ll want to

pounce on it.   

Jacket  $300.00

Salopettes  $250.00
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www.marinavillageharbor.com

(510) 521-0905

MARINA VILLAGE
Much More than Just a Marina

Marina Village wants you to 
sail for suMMer sailstice!

Sail in and celebrate at Treasure Island on June 20
For details, see www.summersailstice.com/sf

no Boat?!
Visit the sales docks at Marina Village, home of the best brokers on the Bay.

Open House June 13-14

get out the Boat June 20/21

cruising yachts opens 2nd location. 
Marina Village welcomes the Jeanneau and Navigator lines.Celebrate Sailing with us

JUNE 20 • Treasure Island
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green	it	is	to	live	on	boats	for	a	fraction	of	Friedman's	fee.
 
⇑⇓CRUISING B.C. DOESN'T HAVE TO BE EXPENSIVE
	 In	the	February	issue	of	Latitude,	there	was	a	letter	by	Rich-
ard	Drechsler	of	the	Catalina	470	Last	Resort	titled	Cruising	
British	Columbia	Isn't	So	Cheap.	There	was	no	mention	made	
that	he	spent	the	winter	at	the	Port	Sidney	Marina,	which	is	
probably	the	most	expensive	marina	in	all	of	British	Columbia.	
All	the	local	cruisers	I	know	avoid	that	place	like	the	plague.	
There	are	a	number	of	other	less-expensive	marinas	only	a	
few	miles	around	the	corner,	as	well	as	the	free	anchorage	
in	Tsehum	Harbour.	All	are	within	a	few	blocks	of	the	public	
transit	system	that	can	take	riders	the	10	blocks	to	downtown	
Sidney	or	15-mile	distant	Victoria.

Bob	Beda
LaBoo

Vancouver,	British	Columbia

	 Bob	—	Thanks	for	the	heads	up.
	 Many	first-time	cruisers	take	off	with	the	notion	that	marinas	
in	the	Third	World	—	not	that	Canada	is	the	Third	World	—	will	
be	less	expensive	than	in	the	States.	That's	usually	not	true,	
because	Third	World	countries	normally	don't	have	a	sailing	
tradition,	and	therefore	don't	have	marinas	that	were	built	and	
paid	for	many	years	ago.	Most	Third	World	marinas	are	rela-
tively	new,	and	they	are	often	part	of	high	end	resorts	—	both	
of	which	spell	high	berth	fees.	For	those	cruisers	who	stay	in	
a	marina,	the	slip	fees	are	often	the	largest	monthly	expense.	
So	if	you'll	be	cruising	on	a	budget,	you	might	want	to	spend	
extra	money	on	a	slightly	larger	anchor,	rode	and	windlass.
	
⇑⇓GOING IT ALONE IS VERY TOUGH
	 Latitude's	singling	out	"some	nurse"	in	San	Francisco,	who	
allegedly	was	paid	over	$330,000	in	one	year,	is,	in	my	book,	
not	much	different	than	citing	Bernie	Madoff	as	representative	
of	every	investment	manager.	One	individual	does	not	neces-
sarily	represent	a	system	that	employs	many	thousands.
	 Speaking	as	a	person	who	cannot	obtain	private	insurance	
of	any	kind	due	to	that	wonderful	insurance	industry	'out'	
called	"pre-existing	conditions,"	going	it	alone	is	very	tough.	
Imagine	yourself	with	treatable	cancer	and	a	regime	that	will	
cost	you	$250,000	or	more	out	of	pocket.	If	you	can	afford	
this,	and	continue	on	as	rugged	sailors,	things	must	be	very	
cushy	in	your	world.
	 I	don't	own	a	sailboat	because	I	can't	begin	to	afford	such	
a	luxury.	I	do	have	friends	with	a	modest	old	Cal	30	who	are	
kind	enough	to	include	me	in	their	adventures	from	time	to	
time,	for	which	I	am	grateful	for	both	their	experience	and	
company.	Their	boat	is	moored	in	Shilshole	Bay	Marina,	a	
1,400-slip	facility	here	in	Seattle	that	was	built	by	the	City	
of	Seattle	in	1963	with	—	oh	my	gosh	—	taxpayer	funds	after	
the	receipt	of	a	federal	grant	—	more	taxpayer	funds	—	to	
construct	the	breakwater.	Should	I	ask	for	my	share	back	so	
that	I	can	use	it	for	my	health	care?
	 My	point	is	that	there	is	nothing	'rugged'	about	having	to	
go	it	alone.	It's	the	stuff	of	B-movies	and	dime	store	novels.	
It	is	the	type	of	bravura	expressed	by	those	who	have	never	
faced	an	extreme	personal	financial	crisis	where	their	very	
lives	were	at	stake.	We	have	a	responsibility	for	and	to	our-
selves,	and	for	and	to	our	tribe	—	which	in	this	case	is	my	
fellow	Americans.
	 To	live	as	you	suggest,	you	would	need	to	own	your	own	
private	island.	So	the	next	time	you	travel	on	public	roads,	
send	children	and	grandchildren	to	public	schools,	or	moor	
your	boat	in	a	public	marina	and	so	forth,	be	grateful	that	

Mental
Blocks

We have 22 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING 

to find the store nearest you.

Ronstan Orbit Blocks
Powerful brains developed these powerful blocks. But it doesn’t take

a genius to appreciate what they can do for your boathandling. All-

composite construction makes them 30-50% lighter than convention-

al blocks. Slick bearing systems make them fast and less fatiguing to

haul lines through. And (bonus!) they’re gentle on rope, too. Want to

feel your boat take off? Use your head. Put it into orbit with Ronstan

Orbit Blocks.  

Celebrate Sailing with us
JUNE 20 • Treasure Island

We’re a proud sponsor of

www.summersailstice.com/sf



June, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 53

The Secret is Out!
Our members pay for one 

day of charter at
the beginning of the month

and sail the rest of the 
month for free! Ask us how.

Tradewinds Sailing School and Club
2580 Spinnaker Way, Richmond, CA 94804, (510) 232-7999

More Experience. More Time on the Water. More Fun.

Basic Keelboat (101) - $595
June 1,2,3
June 6,7,13
June 13,14,20
June 15,16,17
June 24,25,26
June 26,27,28
July 8,9,10
July 11,12,18
July 12,18,19

Basic Coastal Cruising (103) - $795
June 3,4,5
June 6,7,13
June 13,14,20
June 22,23,24
July 11,12,18
July 12,18,19
July 15,16,17
July 20,21,22
July 25,26 & Aug 1

Bareboat Chartering (104) - $995
July 12,18,19
July 19,25,26
July 29,30,31
August 2,8,9
August 3,4,5
August 9,15,16
August 16,22,23
August 26,27,28
Sept 13,19,20

You are invited to our Open House on June 27th from 11am-4pm

Stop by and see us, meet our staff, mingle with our members and check out our 
fleet. Enjoy a Bar-B-Q and snacks.

For information on June 2009 ASA sailing classes and our unlimited-sailing mem-
bership, give us a call at 510 232-7999 or visit www.TradewindsSailing.com.

American Sailing Association School

American Sailing Association



LETTERS

Page 54  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2009

there	are	many	out	there	who	have	helped	pay	for	you	to	enjoy	
these	privileges,	who	may	themselves	never	use	them.

Steve	Hunter
Seattle,	Washington

	 Steve	—	The	pay	for	the	nurse	we	referred	to	was	not	"al-
leged,"	it's	a	matter	of	public	record.	Go	to	www.sfgate.com	and	
muck	around,	and	you'll	find	a	list	of	the	salaries	and	overtime	
pay	for	government	employees	in	many	cities	around	the	Bay	
Area.	It's	eye-popping	enough	without	any	mention	of	the	lav-
ish	benefits.	In	the	City	of	San	Francisco,	for	example,	it's	not	
unusual	for	employees	to	get	44	days	off	a	year.	Maybe	that's	
why	the	City	of	San	Francisco	is	now	facing	a	$575	million	
budget	deficit.	Unfortunately	for	the	city,	it's	not	like	the	old	
days	when	7,000	different	entities	in	the	United	States	printed	
their	own	currency,	or	else	they	could	continue	to	party	on	while	
sticking	everyone's	children	and	children's	children	with	the	
tab.
	 Lest	you	think	the	individual	in	San	Francisco	was	the	only	
nurse	who	was	paid	over	$300,000	a	year,	 let	us	call	your	
attention	to	Lina	Manglicmot,	a	nurse	working	for	the	state	at	
a	prison	facility	in	Monterey	County.	She	earned	$108,000	in	
base	pay	and	nearly	double	that	—	$198,000	—	in	overtime,	
for	a	total	of	$316,000.	It's	also	a	matter	of	public	record	that	
18	nurses,	23	prison	guards	and	274	shrinks	working	for	the	
State	of	California	made	over	$200,000	a	year.	Who	said	work-
ing	for	the	government	wasn't	as	lucrative	as	it	is	easy?	And	
you	can	only	imagine	the	pensions	they'll	receive.
	 Not	that	many	people	have	heard	of	the	city	of	Vernon,	and	
probably	even	fewer	have	heard	of	Bruce	Malkenhorst,	who	
served	as	mayor	and	in	other	capacities	there.	But	get	this,	
old	Bruce	pulls	in	$500,000	—	yes,	a	half	million	smackers!	
—	each	year	as	his	state	pension.	Hilariously,	he's	collecting	
this	ungodly	amount	while	under	 indictment	 for	embezzling	
public	funds,	a	charge	that	ironically	has	nothing	to	do	with	
his	pension.	As	one	L.A.	Times	reader	commented,	you	don't	
have	 to	 be	Sherlock	Holmes	 to	figure	 out	why	California	 is	
bankrupt.	You're	up	in	Washington,	so	maybe	you're	not	aware	
that	the	once	Golden	State	is	facing	an	annual	shortfall	of	$21	
billion.	The	state	can't	print	money	any	more	than	the	city	of	
San	Francisco	can,	or	you	know	they'd	be	at	it	24/7.
	 When	it	comes	to	single-payer	insurance,	you'd	think	we'd	be	
the	biggest	supporters.	After	all,	since	day	one	we've	provided	
health	insurance	for	all	employees,	despite	the	fact	it's	cost	a	
fortune	and	put	us	at	a	competitive	disadvantage	to	competitors	
who	don't	provide	such	coverage.	But	for	us	it's	been	a	moral	
imperative,	a	case	of	company	and	personal	responsibility.	So	
why	wouldn't	we	simply	want	to	turn	the	whole	problem	over	
to	the	state?	Because	to	the	depths	of	our	soul,	we	believe	that	
government	programs	at	all	levels	are	so	corrupt,	incompetently	
managed	and	inefficient,	that	it	would	be	irresponsible	to	do	
so.	Mind	you,	we're	not	lathered	up	or	wild-eyed	when	we	say	
this,	but	rather	calmly	stating	a	belief	based	on	all	the	evidence	
we've	seen.	Note	that	our	city,	state	and	federal	governments	
are	already	wildly	in	debt,	and	it's	getting	worse	by	the	minute	
even	if	you	don't	take	into	account	Social	Security,	which	is	the	
world's	biggest	Ponzi	scheme.	Despite	these	problems,	there	
has	been	no	effort	to	align	spending	with	income.	Surely	you've	
heard	about	the	$2.6	million	the	National	Institute	of	Health	is	
getting	to	study	ways	to	help	Chinese	prostitutes	drink	more	
responsibly?
	 You	might	think	twice	about	how	well	single-payer	health	
insurance	would	work	out	for	your	"tribe."	The	April	16	edition	
of	 the	Los	Angeles	Times	had	a	fascinating	story	about	the	
case	of	Ana	Puente.	She	was	born	in	Mexico,	but	brought	to	the	

Veloce MatriX

Marina del rey 
(310) 822-1203
neWPOrT BeaCH 
(949) 723-9270
San dieGO 
(619) 226-2131 
uksd@uksocal.com

nOrTHern CaliFOrnia 
(510) 523-3966 
Now in Grand Marina 
sanfrancisco@ukhalsey.com
Stop by our new loft at 
2021 Alaska Packer Place 
in Alameda and say hello.

www.ukhalsey.com

Continual Fiber

No distortion at 

the seams, unlike 

various paneled 

'string sails' on 

the market.

Pressed Laminate

Veloce MatriX is 

laminated with a 

pressure roller with 

up to 10 tons.

Your Design

Your sail designs 

replicated as you 

intended. 

We won't change 

your shape.



Berkeley Marina Office

Visit our website at: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina

Berths subject to availability 

*all rental agreements & permits subject to approval of application and vessel inspection. Customer responsible for 1st month rent

plus deposit, and all applicable fees.

22’ Halibut Season Berth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$162.36

22’ Halibut Season Berth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$162.36

22’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$162.36

24’ Halibut Season Berth . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rented . . . . $177.13

24’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$177.13

24’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$177.13

24’ Halibut Season Berth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$177.13

25’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$198.00

25’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$198.00

25’ Upwind Double. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$217.80

25’ Upwind Double. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$217.80

25’ Upwind Double. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$217.80

28’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$221.76

28’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$221.76

28’ Downwind Double, Liveaboard . . . . . Rented . . . . $366.76

28’ Upwind Double. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$243.88

40’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$346.80

40’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$346.80

40’ Downwind Double, Liveaboard . . . . . Rented  . . . . $491.80

40’ Downwind Double, Liveaboard . . . . . Rented . . . . $491.80

40’ Upwind Double. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$381.60

48’ Downwind Double, New Docks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$416.16

50’ Downwind Double . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$460.00

52’ Upwind Double. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$554.84

60’ Downwind Double, New Docks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$585.00

84’ Side Tie, Liveaboard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,064.80

Available Berths*

City Of Berkeley
Parks Recreation and Waterfront

Califo
rnia Certifi

ed 

Clean Marin
aBERKELEY MARINA



LETTERS

Page 56  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2009

States	as	an	infant	by	her	aunt	because	she	had	a	liver	ailment.	
She	received	a	liver	transplant,	which	is	a	rationed	procedure,	
at	a	cost	to	California	taxpayers	of	$490,000,	plus	$30,000	a	
year	in	medicine.	Then	she	had	another	liver	transplant,	and	
yet	another,	both	again	costing	state	taxpayers	$490,000	each.	
Now	she	needs	a	fourth	liver	transplant,	but	she'd	'aged	out'	of	
the	state	health	insurance	system.	But	lucky	for	her,	she	then	
learned	that	if	she	notified	the	U.S.	Citizenship	and	Immigra-
tion	Services	that	she	was	in	the	country	illegally,	state	health	
officials	might	grant	her	full	Medi-Cal	coverage.	It	sounds	like	
an	insane	idea	if	you'd	already	cost	taxpayers	$2	million	and	
were	looking	for	another	half	a	million	in	treatment,	but	here	
in	California,	where	profligacy	is	the	state's	middle	name,	of-
ficials	naturally	granted	her	the	coverage.	California	citizens	
better	duck,	because	here	comes	another	bill	for	$490,000.
	 We	have	tremendous	sympathy	for	the	unfortunate	Ms.	Pu-
ente,	but	we	can't	help	wonder	what	you	would	think	if	Wash-
ington	state	officials	were	so	generous	to	members	of	another	
"tribe"	—	and,	to	at	least	some	degree,	at	your	expense.	And	
how	long	do	you	think	California	taxpayers	—	the	numbers	of	
which	are	dropping	all	the	time	—	can	fund	ultra-sophisticated	
treatment	for	the	rest	of	the	world?	We	hate	coming	back	to	
it,	but	the	state	is	already	facing	a	$21	billion	shortfall,	and	
that	only	after	legislators	have	performed	all	the	smoke	and	
mirrors	tricks	they	could	think	of.	Imagine	the	interest	on	$21	
billion,	every	dollar	of	which	can't	be	used	to	pay	for	legitmate	
programs.	And	you	want	to	turn	the	health	system	over	to	bu-
reaucracy	with	a	track	record	like	that?	And	with	absolutely	
no	motivation	to	improve	on	it?
	 As	for	your	not	being	able	to	get	health	insurance	because	
of	a	pre-existing	condition,	we	don't	know	any	of	the	details	
of	your	personal	situation,	but	we	can't	help	wonder	why	you	
didn't	 have	 health	 insurance	 in	 the	 first	 place.	 If	 you	 had,	
you	couldn't	be	opted	out.	We've	gone	to	huge	expense	during	
our	entire	adult	lives	to	make	sure	that	we,	our	kids	and	our	
employees	have	at	least	had	catastrophic	health	insurance	to	
prevent	finding	ourselves	in	the	situation	you	find	yourself	in.	
We	didn't	buy	new	cars	every	couple	of	years,	we	didn't	buy	
furniture	or	jewelry,	we	didn't	live	in	fancy	digs,	we	didn't	hire	
more	employees	so	we	could	work	less	—	all	because	those	
things	are	of	a	lower	priority	than	health	insurance.
	 The	problem	with	the	'tribe'	or	'it	takes	a	village'	concepts	is	
that	they	assume	most	people	will	contribute	their	fair	share.	
Alas,	human	nature	doesn't	work	that	way.	When	some	mem-
bers	of	a	tribe	realize	that	others	will	take	care	of	them	if	they	
don't	 take	care	of	 themselves,	you	end	up	with	—	well,	 the	
budget	deficits	you	see	in	San	Francisco	and	California.	Con-
trary	to	what	so	many	people	believe,	there	is	no	free	lunch.	
And	there	is	a	limited	amount	of	money.
	 Thankfully,	your	example	of	the	Shilsole	Bay	Marina,	and	
the	taxpayer	funds	used	to	build	it,	brings	us	back	to	the	world	
of	sailing.	Let	us	take	a	wild	guess,	but	we	bet	that	the	loaned	
money	was	paid	back,	with	plenty	of	 interest,	ages	ago	by	
the	tenants,	and	that	the	marina	has	continued	to	generate	a	
bundle	of	revenue	for	the	state.	We	say	that	because	that's	how	
it's	worked	in	California,	where	boatowners,	via	the	Department	
of	Boating	and	Waterways,	have	been	paying	their	way	for	so	
long	that	the	agency	has	been	the	object	of	never-ending	raids	
to	make	up	for	shortfalls	in	the	General	Fund,	which	has	never	
been	able	to	pay	for	itself	no	matter	how	high	taxes	have	been	
increased.
	 There's	nothing	you've	said	that	makes	us	believe	any	less	
in	 the	 importance	—	to	both	 the	 individual	and	 "tribe"	—	of	
personal	responsibility	and	its	sidekick,	rugged	individualism.	
For	if	the	vast	majority	of	people	were	truly	personally	respon-
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sible	—	and/or	the	government	operated	with	a	modicum	of	
efficiency	—	we	believe	 the	 few	who	are	genuinely	 in	need	
could	get	most	of	the	help	they	deserve.
	 We're	going	 to	end	with	 the	suggestion	 that	perhaps	you	
look	to	Mexico	for	a	solution	to	your	personal	medical	problem.	
Bill	Vaccaro	of	the	Chico-based	Moody	44	Miela	suffered	a	bad	
case	of	kidney	stones	about	a	decade	ago	while	living	in	Chico.	
By	the	time	it	was	all	over,	it	had	set	his	insurance	company	
back	$70,000.	Poor	Bill	had	a	case	of	'stones'	again	this	winter	
while	 living	on	his	boat	 in	Puerto	Vallarta,	so	he	decided	to	
get	treatment	in	Mexico.	The	bill	for	the	same	procedure	and	
treatment	he'd	gotten	in	Chico,	10	years	later,	mind	you,	was	
just	$7,000.	And	we're	not	talking	about	some	wacko	mystical	
treatment	at	the	border,	but	excellent	treatment	at	the	hands	of	
a	well-trained	physican	with	top	equipment	at	a	fine	facility.

⇑⇓THE ALLURE OF SAILING
	 I'm	not	a	sailor,	but	that	will	change	in	the	next	six	months	
as	I	fulfill	the	dream	of	learning	to	sail	and	experiencing	the	
cruising	lifestyle.	I	work	as	an	outdoor	educator	for	the	Yo-
semite	Institute	in	Yosemite	National	Park,	and	each	day	I	
take	students	on	hikes	in	the	park	to	teach	them	about	ecol-
ogy,	stewardship,	teamwork	and	respect	for	the	human	and	
natural	worlds.
	 Every	 year	 the	 Yosemite	 Institute	 remembers	 Matthew	
Baxter,	a	particularly	inspiring	educator	who	died	in	a	climb-
ing	accident	14	years	ago,	by	awarding	Matt	Baxter	grants	to	
employees	who	propose	life-changing	experiences	for	them-
selves.	After	doing	some	research	and	submitting	a	proposal	
on	sailing	—	cruising	in	particular	—	I	became	the	'09	rec-
ipent	of	that	grant.	I	love	the	ocean	and	have	enjoyed	many	
forms	of	ocean	recreation	over	the	course	of	my	life,	but	have	
never	lived	on	or	navigated	a	boat	before.	After	all,	my	life	in	
the	Sierra	Nevada	mountains	doesn't	afford	me	contact	with	
saltwater.	However,	I	was	reminded	of	the	allure	of	sailing	in	

January	 when	 I	 passed	
the	Santa	Rosalia	Marina	
in	 Baja	 at	 the	 end	 of	 a	
sea	kayaking	expedition.	
I	 was	 inspired	 by	 the	
culture	of	exploring	sel-
dom-visited	places	using	
just	wind	energy,	and	by	
the	 independence	 and	
complexity	of	sailing.
	 In	June	I'll	be	taking	
Basic	 and	 Intermediate	
Coastal	Cruising	classes	
in	the	'cruise	and	learn'	
format	at	the	Vancouver	
Sailing	 Club.	 I'll	 devote	
the	 rest	 of	 the	 summer		
to	a	crew	position	with	an	
experienced	 skipper	 on	
a	 private	 boat.	 Nothing	
has	been	finalized,	but	I	

trust	something	suitable	will	materialize	for	July	and	August,	
which	is	the	time	I've	taken	off	work	in	order	to	focus	on	this	
experience.	In	November,	my	entry	into	the	world	of	cruising	
will	culminate	in	the	Exuma	Islands	where	I'll	be	chartering	
a	21-ft	Sea	Pearl	for	eight	days	of	sailing.
	 The	 prospect	 of	 pursuing	 something	 so	 far	 outside	 my	
comfort	zone	is	thrilling.	The	more	I	learn,	the	more	confident	
I	become.	One	of	the	goals	of	my	project	to	make	contacts	in	
the	sailing	world,	so	if	Latitude	publishes	this	letter,	perhaps	

Brian, on top of his world.
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Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167

Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com

Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $2,500,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance 
Programs Provide:

 • Crew of two anywhere

  • Worldwide Navigation

   • Hawaii

    • Caribbean

     • South Pacific

      • Mexico

       • Charter Boats

        • Multihulls

         • Liveaboards

          • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance 
covers more active cruising 
boats than any other marine 

agency in the Western 
Hemisphere, and is the 

leading innovator of 
insurance products for 

the offshore sailor.

BLUE WATER 
YACHT INSURANCE



MARINA BAY
YACHT HARBOR

A Certified Clean Marina
www.MarinaBayYachtHarbor.com

(510) 236-1013
1340 Marina Way South, Richmond, CA 94804

• Deep Draft Harbor (race boat friendly)
• Nearby Boatyards, Chandleries, 

and Fuel

• A Sunnier, Warmer East Bay Marina
• Restaurant & Deli
• Berth to Bay in 15 Minutes
• 24-Hour Courtesy Patrol

Tradewinds Sailing School and Club  ~  www.tradewindssailing.com

We Have a Space For You!

Celebrate Sailing with us
JUNE 20 • Treasure Island

We’re a proud sponsor of

www.summersailstice.com/sf
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folks	needing	crew	for	cruises	in	July	and	August	might	be	
interested	in	considering	having	me	along	as	crew.	I'm	28,	
work	 hard	 and	 am	 good	 company.	 I	 can	 be	 contacted	 at	
bsbatdorf@gmail.com.

Bryan	Batdorf
Yosemite

	 Bryan	—	Congratulations	on	your	winning	the	award.	The	
skills	and	attitudes	necessary	to	be	successful	out	in	the	wilds	
of	Yosemite	aren't	that	different	from	being	on	the	ocean,	so	
we're	sure	you'll	have	little	trouble	with	the	transition.	In	fact,	
lots	of	people	do	the	mountains	of	California	in	the	summer	
and	cruise	in	Mexico	in	the	winter.	Good	luck!

⇑⇓AUSTRALIA, THE EPITOME OF THE NANNY STATE 
	 I’m	starting	to	get	the	firm	impression	that	the	mainspring	
of	most	people’s	lives	is	to	die	in	some	nursing	home	after	
drooling	on	their	plastic	pillows	and	pissing	themselves	for	
several	years.	I’m	a	sailor.	I’ve	been	living	on	boats	and	going	to	
sea	in	small	boats	with	my	partner	Lisa	for	about	16	years	and	
60,000	miles	now.	We	have	a	strong,	safe	boat,	but	we	don’t	
have	an	EPIRB,	a	designated	liferaft,	a	SSB	radio,	satphone	
or	other	long-range	communication	ability.	Nonetheless,	we	
have	good	common	sense	and	a	cautious,	conservative	ap-
proach	to	offshore	safety.
	 We've	met	very	few	others	who	take	a	similar	approach.	
Most	of	them	have	all	of	the	safety	gear	mentioned	above,	and	
most	are	willing	—	if	not	eager	—	to	put	it	to	use.	Safety	is	
a	hot	topic	among	cruisers.	I	think	cruisers	have,	since	they	
were	little	kids,	heard	stories	about	wild	storms	at	sea,	pirate	
attacks,	shipwrecks,	and	sailors	adrift	in	liferafts.	And	I	think	
those	stories	sparked	a	kind	of	primordial	fear	in	their	hearts.	
As	these	people	grew	older,	the	words	'sailor'	and	'seagoing'	
became	synonymous	with	'tragedy'	and	'rescue'.
	 As	 I	write	 this,	we're	anchored	near	Hobart,	Tasmania.	
Yesterday	I	stopped	at	a	shop	to	buy	some	insulation	for	our	
exhaust	system.	An	older	guy,	probably	in	his	late	50s,	waited	
on	me.	As	he	cut	my	insulation	wrap	to	length,	he	asked	me	
what	it	was	for.	I	told	him	it	was	for	my	sailboat.	He	right	
away	asked	if	I’d	done	much	offshore	sailing.	I	told	him	that	
I	had.	He	then	asked	me	if	I	had	a	good	EPIRB.	I	told	him	no,	
that	I	didn't	have	one.	By	then	we'd	spoken	long	enough	for	
him	to	ascertain	that	I	was	an	American	—	or	at	least	not	an	
Australian.	"You’d	better	not	get	caught	without	that	stuff	by	
the	Australian	authorities,"	he	warned	me.	I	replied	that	as	
mine	was	a	foreign	boat,	those	Aussie	laws	didn’t	apply	to	
me.	He	then	said	something	that	never	fails	to	surprise	me	
—	even	though,	after	hearing	it	for	all	these	years,	I	should	
have	expected	 it.	 In	a	 loud	and	 indignant	voice,	he	asked,	
"Well,	who	do	you	think	is	going	to	rescue	you?"
	 There	it	was,	the	seemingly	indelible	connection	between	
going	to	sea	and	being	rescued.	I	smiled,	trying	to	defuse	the	
situation,	and	told	him	that	I	really	didn’t	figure	on	anybody	
rescuing	me.	I	said	the	idea	is	not	to	need	to	be	rescued,	and	
that	should	I	ever	have	a	real	emergency,	I’d	either	deal	with	
it	myself	or	die	trying.	"Aren’t	you	required	to	have	an	EPIRB	
to	go	offshore	in	the	United	States?”	he	asked.	I	told	him	that	
no,	that	it	wasn't	a	requirement.	After	huffing	and	puffing,	he	
looked	me	in	the	eye	and	said,	"I	guess	that’s	why	the	U.S.	is	
in	such	a	mess	then,	isn’t	it?"	Our	conversation	deteriorated	
from	that	point	on,	so	I	won’t	get	into	the	particulars.
	 The	important	thing	for	me	was	that	it	once	again	confirmed	
my	suspicions	about	people’s	approach	to	safety	and	security	
where	boating	 is	concerned.	And	it's	really	starting	to	bug	
me.	Since	arriving	 in	Australia	some	five	months	ago,	and	
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Forget the problems with
your current paddlewheel and
get comfortable with a sensor
that is maintenance free.

Get the sensor that is linear
and exact! Speed is the
fundamental basis for all
performance data on your boat;
you no longer have to settle
for spotty/intermittent data.

nke offers displays and sensors for your boat that are 
tested and proven in the harshest

environment on earth.

In service and at your service all over the world! www.nke.fr

U.S. Representative
Euro Marine Trading, Inc.

62 Halsey Street, M – Newport, RI 02840
www.euromarinetrading.com

Welcome Bob Congdon as NKE National Sales Manager!
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Discover the finest Marina 
in Baja within a luxurious 

resort setting.

La Paz, Baja California Sur, Mexico

*

**

* future amenities
** spring 2010 

Homes from the $400s to
over $1.5 Million

info@costabajaresort.com
011 52 (612) 121-6225

Contact

(Marina Manager)

VistaMar
R e s i d e n c e s

CostaBaja Beach Club

Inner Marina

Marina Village

minutes from downtown La Paz and offers the closest 
access in Baja to the World Heritage Site islands on the 
Sea of Cortez. Phase II neighborhoods are currently under 
construction, including Las Colinas Hillside Homes alongside 
the golf course and the luxurious VistaMar Residences and 
Casitas. Both afford homeowners sweeping water views 
and the opportunity to live with the marina and first-class 
resort amenities right in their own backyard.

The safe and protected double-basin marina features 250 
slips from 30 to 200 feet, ready to accommodate vessels 
up to 220 feet. Built-in pump out stations, as well as TV 
and internet access are available at each dock, along with 
24-hour security and a complete suite of  (Total Boat 
Care) services from the professional, customer satisfaction-
focused staff. 

Enjoy the Moorings Yacht Charters and the surrounding 
marina village, lined with colorful shops and restaurants, 
offering groceries, boat rentals and charter services for 
diving and fishing expeditions. Take advantage of the shuttle 
service to and from La Paz or access the 120-room resort 
hotel with its swimming pool, fitness room and restaurant. 

Reserve your slip for winter now at Marina CostaBaja.

is located only CostaBaja
Marina
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having	cruised	down	its	East	Coast,	I’ve	been	shocked	to	the	
lengths	the	Aussies	go	to	in	boating	safety	and	security.	It's	
absurd!	With	few	exceptions,	Aussies	going	out	on	the	water	
for	as	little	as	a	two-hour	jaunt	around	the	buoys,	radio	their	
intentions	to	one	of	thousands	of	Coast	Guardsmen	main-
taining	hundreds	of	little	stations	along	the	coast.	They	tell	
them	where	they’re	going,	all	their	boat	registration	details,	
cell	phone	numbers,	alternate	phone	numbers	of	friends	or	
family	ashore,	ETA’s,	ETD’s,	POB’s,	blah,	blah,	blah.	All	of	this	
is	recorded	on	a	Tracking	Sheet	held	by	the	Coasties	until	the	
trip	is	concluded,	or	is	passed	on	—	by	fax?	—	down	the	coast	
to	the	next	station.	At	that	point,	the	skipper	again	checks	
in	to	give	them	course,	speed,	POB,	ETA,	ETD,	blah,	blah,	
blah,	all	over	again.	I	have	never	seen	anything	so	ridiculous	
in	all	my	years	of	boating,	and	find	it	to	be	the	epitome	of	the	
nanny	state	on	the	water.
	 What	is	always	surprising	to	me	is	that	those	who	go	to	
the	most	extremes	about	their	safety	and	security,	both	at	
sea	and	in	general,	are	relatively	old	people.	I’m	not	here	to	
say	that	you	can’t	have	some	really	good	times	in	your	life	
after	you’re	say	65	or	70	years	old,	but	 let’s	 face	 it,	 those	
years	are	no	longer	even	close	to	your	prime.	Regardless	of	
how	many	EPIRBs,	 liferafts,	 satphones,	 seat	belts,	 bicycle	
helmets,	health	insurance	policies	and	First	World	hospitals	
are	at	your	fingertips,	you	are	going	to	die.	To	state	such	an	
obvious	fact	seems	like	it	should	be	unnecessary,	given	all	
the	years	everyone’s	had	to	think	about	it.	But	people	seem	
obsessed	with	trying	to	guaran-damn-tee	that	nothing	is	go-
ing	to	interrupt	that	appointment	with	the	plastic	pillows	and	
those	bed-wetting,	drug-induced	years	awaiting	them	in	an	
expensive	nursing	home.	It’s	downright	weird.
	 I	don’t	have	a	death	wish	and	would	 like	 to	 live	 longer.	
But	when	I	say	live,	I	really	mean	live.	I	know	that	someday	

I	 could	 die	 at	 sea.	 In	 fact,	
I've	 thought	 about	 it	 a	 lot.	
It	 seems	 to	 me	 it	 wouldn’t	
be	all	that	bad	a	way	to	go.	I	
could	also	die	on	one	of	my	
treks	 into	 the	 wilderness,	
where	 I	also	refuse	 to	carry	
a	radio,	EPIRB	and	so	forth.	
I	could	be	killed	by	a	grizzly,	
drowned	in	some	wild	river	or	
die	by	falling	through	the	ice	
on	some	lonely	lake.	I	could	
also	 die	 in	 an	 automobile	
crash,	 of	 some	 disease	 or	
even	by	some	maniac	going	
'postal'	with	a	gun.	But	I	can	
guarantee	one	thing	—	before	
I	die	I	will	have	really	 lived.	
And	I	will	continue	to	really	
live	 right	 up	 until	 the	 time	

I	stop	living.	I’m	not	going	to	work	my	entire	life	at	making	
damned	sure	I	live	to	a	ripe	old	age.	Some	of	that	'ripe	old	
age'	stuff	really	doesn’t	sound	too	appealing	to	me.
	 So	maybe	it's	time	to	ease	up	a	little	on	all	the	safety	and	
security	stuff.		Maybe	it’s	time	to	start	concentrating	a	little	
more	on	life	and	liberty,	and	a	little	less	on	security.	Maybe	
it’s	time	to	accept	a	little	risk.	To	try	to	eliminate	risk	is	not	
only	an	effort	in	futility,	it’s	also	a	sure	fire	way	to	forfeit	a	
good	chunk	of	your	time	for	genuine	living.	Don’t	forget,	you’re	
going	to	die.	There’s	no	question	about	it.	The	question	is	how	
much	living	are	you	going	to	do	before	it	happens?	Come	on,	
live	a	little!
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For more of Deering's insights, 
check out his book.
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Easom Racing and Rigging
1150 Brickyard Cove Rd. Suite B1 

Point Richmond, CA 94801

(510)  232-SAIL (7245)
www.easomrigging.com

Rigging SpecialiStS!
We see it everyday – money and time wasted on rigging 

done by the guy who also paints your bottom. Call us first 
– we'll save you money and get it right the first time.

Easy reefing means safe, relaxing sailing.

Call for a quote on state of the art reefing. 
It will change your day on the Bay!

June Reefing
Specials

Our ExperienceGuaranteesBETTERVALUE

DEAL OF THE DECADE!

20% off on labor & materials

Extended to June 30, 2009

40 Pt. San Pedro Rd., San Rafael, CA

(415) 454-7595     (415) 257-BOAT

• $6.50 per foot – Best Rates this side of the Bay 
• 25' -  65' Berths Available – North Bay/Marin Co.
• Surge and Wind Protected – Out of the Fog
• Convenient Location – Warm and Sunny
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							As	Abraham	Lincoln	so	eloquently	put	it:	In	the	end,	it’s	not	
the	years	in	your	life	that	count.	It’s	the	life	in	your	years.

Andy	Deering
Author	of	The	Best	Life	Money	Can’t	Buy

Alaska

	 Andy	 —	 While	 we're	 generally	 in	 agreement	 with	 your	
the-only-thing-worse-than-dying-is-having-never-lived	 point	
of	view,	it	seems	to	us	you're	being	unnecessarily	callous	in	
making	your	point	—	and	in	some	respects	are	just	plain	wrong.	
You	say	you	are	going	to	live	life	to	the	hilt	right	up	until	just	
before	you	die.	We	hope	you	do,	but	it	might	not	be	possible.	If	
you	end	up	suffering	from	the	early	stages	of	the	four	leading	
causes	of	death	—	heart	disease,	cancer,	vascular	diseases	
of	the	brain,	and	lower	respiratory	diseases	—	or	any	other	
number	of	ailments,	your	mind	might	be	willing	to	live	vigor-
ously,	but	your	body	won't	be	able	to	follow	through.	And	don't	
you	realize	that	it's	insulting	to	exhort	people	who	are	no	longer	
mentally	or	physically	able	to	live	life	to	the	hilt?	Our	father	
spent	the	last	few	months	of	his	life	in	a	debilitated	state	in	a	
nursing	home,	but	we	can	assure	you	he	would	much	rather	
have	been	playing	in	the	park	with	his	grandchildren.
	 Your	assertion	 that	 "old	people"	are	 the	most	 likely	 to	be	
obsessed	 with	 safety	 is	 also	 curious.	 In	 the	 first	 place,	 we	
don't	 think	 that's	 necessarily	 true.	 There	 are	 all	 kinds	 of	
geezers	singlehanding	the	oceans	of	the	world	who	pick	and	
chose	among	the	safety	gear	they	keep	on	their	boats.	In	some	
cases	 it's	because	they	are	on	tight	budgets,	 in	other	cases	
it's	because	they	no	longer	give	a	hoot	about	listening	to	what	
others	tell	them	to	do.	Furthermore,	it	only	makes	more	sense	
for	older	folks	to	be	more	concerned	with	safety	gear,	as	they	
are	physically	 less	 likely	to	be	able	to	prevent	or	withstand	
mishaps	than	are	younger	folks.
	 Nonetheless,	we	agree	that	most	modern	cruisers	would	do	
better	to	devote	their	time	and	money	to	skills	and	gear	that	
would	make	it	less	likely	that	they'd	ever	have	to	call	for	help,	
rather	than	with	safety	gear	and	ways	to	call	for	help.	The	old	
'stitch	in	time	saves	nine'	philosophy.
	 It	is	interesting,	however,	to	see	how	dramatically	society's	
perspective	toward	safety	at	sea	has	changed	over	the	years.	
We	just	read	Captain	Irving	Johnson's	The	Peking	Battles	Cape	

Horn,	the	Pe-
king	 being	 a	
four-masted	
bark	that	had	
a 	 s p a r r e d	
l e n g t h 	 o f	
377	feet	and	
45 	 fee t 	 o f	
beam.	 What	
the	 German	
owners,	 cap-
tain	and	crew	
did	with	that	
3,100	ton	un-
powered	ship	

during	that	1929	passage	would	strike	any	modern	sailor	as	
being	completely	insane.	For	example,	if	the	captain,	a	huge	
man	 with	 the	 largest	 hands	 Johnson	 had	 ever	 seen,	 was	
unhappy	with	the	steering	by	one	of	the	two	helmsmen,	he'd	
sucker	punch	the	man	in	the	stomach	with	all	his	might.	But	
that's	just	mild	insanity	compared	to	the	astonishing	risks	the	
crewmen	took	on	a	regular	basis,	and	with	what	little	concern	
there	was	for	their	life	and	limbs.	As	for	Johnson,	he	thought	it	
was	fun	to	scramble	to	the	top	of	the	171-ft	mast	in	the	worst	

Australia has an inconic opera house and some 
great people, but it has a lot of crazy rules, too.
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CONTACT AN ULLMAN LOFT OR REP FOR SERVICE AND SALES

Visit our website: www.ullmansails.com

Nine Lofts/Dealers to service your sailing needs down the Coast between Seattle and San Diego:
Newport Beach	 San Diego	 Long Beach	 Marina del Rey/	 Ventura	 Santa Barbara Seattle 
(714) 432-1860 (619) 226-1133 (562) 598-9441 King Harbor (805) 644-9579 Ken Kieding (206) 234-3737
2710 S. Croddy Way 2805 Canon St. 6400 Marina Drive #9 Mike George 3639 E. Harbor Blvd. (805) 965-4538 2370 Fairview Ave. E
Santa Ana, CA 92704 San Diego, CA 92106 Long Beach, CA (310) 645-0196 #111 Gary Swenson Seattle, WA 98102
Dave Ullman Chuck Skewes 90803 Steve Beck Ventura, CA 93001 (805) 644-9579 Chris Winnard
Bruce Cooper Tom Niebergall Bryan Dair (562) 243-9710 Gary Swenson Santa Cruz Jeff Carson
Steve Beck Ty Hokanson Steve Beck Sacramento Deke Klatt Brent Ruhne John Thompson
Erik Shampain Jim Clinton (562) 243-9710 Wade Behling  Ruhne Racing John Leitzinger
John Bennett   (916) 804-5682  (831) 295-8290 mobile   

Ullman Sails
Changes in Latitudes

=
Changes in Attitudes

Don't miss the party! The Baja Ha-Ha 
starts before you leave the dock!

Make the most of your trip by having your 
sails professionally inspected and serviced.

Call us about 
our special 

Baja Ha-Ha 
discounts!

Join us for Long Beach 
Race Week: June 26-28

• Not petroleum dependent

• Uses wind and water power 
only

• Proven for decades

• Rated ‘Best Windvane’ in the ARC

• Silent

• Emergency Rudder

432 South 1st  St. • Pt. Richmond, CA 94804 
Tel: 510 215-2010 • Fax: 510 215-5005
Toll Free: 888 946-3826
email: scanmar@selfsteer.com

www.selfsteer.com
F A C T O R Y  D I R E C T

THE GREEN
SOLUTION!
A windvane self-steering 

system from Scanmar

It will steer you around the world without
using a drop of oil – not even for lubrication!

Santa Cruz

(831)
475-3383

Raymarine factory showroom van onsite

•	Up	to	25% OFF
	 Raymarine,	Furuno,	Garmin	and	more
•	Factory	reps	on	site
•	FREE	Latitudes,	t-shirts	and	refreshments
•	Door	prize

SAUSALITO • SANTA CRUZ

ANNIVERSARY SALES

Sausalito

(415)
331-3166

9 to 5 pm

SANTA CRUZ
June 11

SAUSALITO
June 19-20
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weather	 just	 to	see	 if	he	could	do	 it.	And	no,	 there	was	no	
bosun's	chair	or	safety	line.	If	he	fell,	he	was	dead,	it	was	just	
that	simple.	Complete	sissies,	that's	what	we	sailors	of	today	
are	compared	to	those	guys.	And	that	goes	for	all	but	the	very	
ballsiest	of	the	modern	offshore	racers.
	 If	we	were	on	a	very	tight	budget,	our	major	emergency	gear	
would	consist	of	a	quality	inflatable	dinghy	to	double	as	a	lif-
eraft,	and	an	Iridium	satphone.	While	we	do	have	a	dedicated	
liferaft,	an	EPIRB,	strobes,	a	million	flares,	DSC,	AIS	and	god	
knows	what	else	on	Profligate,	we	 think	 the	 inflatable	and	
satphone	would	handle	95%	of	all	emergency	situations	quite	
well.
	 Readers	may	be	interested	to	learn	that	Deering	is	the	au-
thor	The	Best	Life	Money	Can't	Buy.	Here's	an	excerpt	from	
J.	Lewis'	review	of	the	book	on	Amazon:	"I	had	the	privilege	of	
meeting	Mr.	Deering,	and	I	must	say	he	knows	what	he	is	talk-
ing	about!	In	a	modern	world	where	we	are	told	that	happiness	
is	achieved	through	acquiring	more	stuff,	and	where	we	have	
less	and	less	free	time,	even	though	we	are	overwhelmed	with	
modern	conveniences,	Andy	Deering	proves	there	is	a	better	
way	to	happiness.	His	thoughtful	analysis	of	owning	a	home	
versus	renting	is	an	eye-opener,	and	if	this	is	the	only	part	of	
the	book	you	read,	then	you	have	gotten	your	money's	worth!	
I	think	this	is	a	wonderful	message	for	our	time	and	it	is	very	
entertaining	as	well!"

⇑⇓A LESSON LEARNED THE HARD WAY
	 Thanks	for	publishing	the	April	issue	photo	of	my	Cal	20	
Asagao	on	the	sand	east	of	the	Golden	Gate	YC.	Perhaps	a	few	
words	of	clarification	are	in	order	as	to	how	my	boat	ended	
up	there	on	that	Friday	the	13th	in	March.
	 I'd	been	singlehanding	my	Cal	20	into	the	West	Basin	of	the	
San	Francisco	Marina	in	about	18	to	22	knots	of	wind	from	
the	west.	I'd	taken	in	the	jib	and	luffed	the	boat	into	the	wind,	
which	meant	she	wasn't	moving	very	fast.	On	port	tack,	and	
having	cleared	the	pilings	southeast	of	the	narrowest	part	of	
the	opening,	I	tried	to	tack	back	to	starboard	as	I	approached	
the	shoal	so	obvious	in	your	photo.	But	as	I	passed	through	
the	eye	of	the	wind,	I	missed	stays.	Asagao	fell	back	onto	the	
port	tack	and	began	moving	backwards.	Although	I	released	
the	main	sheet	and	the	rudder	answered	to	my	putting	the	
helm	up,	the	westerly	was	too	strong	and	still	drove	her	onto	
the	sand.
	 The	grounding	was	gentle,	and	as	the	picture	shows,	she	
was	heeled	toward	the	beach.	This	meant	that	as	the	tide	came	
back	in,	she	gradually	came	back	upright	without	any	dam-

age.	 After	 I	
refitted	 the	
r u d d e r 	 —	
which	 I	 had	
removed	 to	
prevent	dam-
age	—	I	took	
in	on	the	an-
chor	 rode	 of	
the	 anchor	
t h a t 	 h a d	
been	so	kind-
ly	set	 for	me	
by	 the	 crew	
of	 Templeton	

Crocker,	the	inflatable	from	the	St.	Francis	YC	that	had	come	
to	help.	Just	before	midnight,	Asagao,	with	the	help	of	the	
anchor	and	an	outboard,	broke	free	of	the	sand.
	 What	 did	 I	 do	 wrong?	 I	 carried	 the	 jib	 too	 long,	 which	
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When aground on a low tide, you've got a lot of time 
to think about how to avoid a repeat performance.
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CHULA VISTA MARINA
619-862-2819

550 Marina Parkway • Chula Vista, CA  91910
www.chulavistamarina.com

boatslips@cvmarina.com

Up to 3 months at $16 per foot
FREE Liveaboard for 2

Subject to Availability

First-class yacht marina amenities
at a reasonable price

Gourmet restaurants...Heated pool & spa

We’re your best value on the Bay in San Diego

¡Hola! Baja Ha-Ha Cruisers
Before You Baja Ha-Ha, Stay at Chula!

Baja Ha-Ha Cruiser's Special

marina real
San carlos, sonora, mexico

In the Sea of Cortez
Located on the Mexican mainland near 

Guaymas and San Carlos, 265 miles south of 
Nogales, Arizona.

• 350 slip marina  •  20 & 30 amps electrical service
• 24-hour security patrol
• Fuel dock with gasoline/diesel
• Restrooms & showers
• Web email  •  Fax/copy service
• Port entry clearance
• Book exchange  •  Video loan library
• Ice & bottled water
• Wet storage for summer months (low prices)

haulouts, Dry Storage & Service Yard

Phone/fax 011-52-622-2270011
Call on Vhf #16 when in area

email: marinareal@prodigy.net.mx

Visit our website:
www.marinareal.bravehost.com

now offering:
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Yacht owners can trust Pacific cREst canvas* 
for the best in design, service and quality.

• Offshore Dodger™
Welded aft handrail
Bolt-on side handrails
Lexan windshields

• Coastal Dodger™
 Affordable designs
 Same high quality 

materials
 Same superior 

workmanship

• Baja Awning™
 Lightweight and 

waterproof
 Durable and 

easy to launch
 Multiple side screen 

configurations

• Cruiser's Awning™
 Easy setup off 

your dodger
 Flies with no 

bulky frame
 Comes with 

shade screens

Open Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00
Saturday by appointment

(510) 521-1938

2021 Alaska Packer Place
Alameda, CA  94501

Grand Marina

Our Sailor Stimulus: Still the Highest 
Quality Products at the Best Prices

Pete Fuller, a professional Bay Pilot with good taste in both fine sailing yachts 
and offshore dodgers!

*Formerly Pacific Coast Canvas

(510) 521-7027
2307 BLANDING AVE., ALAMEDA

email @ hansenrig@sbcglobal.net

HANSEN RIGGING

EASE!

Ball bearing hardware, smooth running lines, 
deck layouts that work.

Summer sailing will be faster, easier and safer!

✭ Good job Santa Cruz 37 on Vallejo Victory ✭

The right gear can 
make all the difference

www.hansenrigging.com
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meant	I	didn't	have	enough	sea	room	to	properly	secure	it	on	
the	foredeck.	This	is	what	caused	the	bow	to	blow	off	at	just	
the	wrong	time,	preventing	me	from	being	able	to	head	up.	
I	probably	could	have	used	a	reef	in	the	main,	too.	A	more	
prudent	sailor	would	have	started	the	outboard,	taken	in	the	
sail,	and	powered	into	the	marina.	The	downside	to	that	is	
that	outboards	often	choose	the	worst	times	to	stall.
	 What	did	I	do	right?	I	kept	my	cool.	It	was	an	unpleasant	
situation	to	be	sure,	but	not	really	dangerous	unless	I	did	
something	to	make	it	so.	I	simply	waited	for	the	tide	to	come	
back	in	and	refloat	my	Cal	20.
	 By	the	way,	five	days	later,	after	a	singlehanded	adventure	
to	the	South	Bay,	I	sailed	her	back	into	the	marina	success-
fuly.	I	started	by	taking	in	the	jib	off	the	Fort	Mason	piers,	
which	gave	me	plenty	of	time.	When	I	got	to	the	pumpout	dock,	
I	 took	 in	the	main,	 then	started	my	outboard	to	reach	my	
inside	slip.	Doing	it	this	way	took	a	little	longer	than	normal,	
but	nowhere	near	the	eight	hours	I	spent	on	the	beach	with	
Asagao	just	five	days	before.

Mike	Farrell
Asagao,	Cal	20		#1709

⇑⇓WILL THE FLU SCARE AFFECT THE HA-HA? 
	 Given	the	swine	flu	outbreak	and	scare,	are	you	still	going	
to	do	the	Ha-Ha	this	fall?

Mark	Slemmons
Cyberspace

	 Mark	—	The	most	recent	expert	opinion	seems	to	be	that	the	
H1N1	flu	isn't	as	virulent	or	transmitted	as	rapidly	or	easily	as	
had	first	been	feared.	Nonetheless,	there	has	been	a	rush	to	
develop	a	vaccine,	and	health	agencies	are	being	cautioned	to	
be	on	guard	for	its	return	in	the	fall.	Naturally,	we'll	be	moni-
toring	the	situation,	but	we	do	intend	to	hold	the	Ha-Ha	again	
this	fall.	Although	the	flu	season	usually	starts	well	after	the	
Ha-Ha,	for	what	it's	worth	we	plan	to	cruise	in	Mexico	for	much	
of	the	rest	of	the	winter,	too.	We	hope	you	can	join	us.
	
⇑⇓UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES OF SEA RUNNER
	 Although	I	can’t	contribute	to	the	search	for	the	current	
location	of	Sea	Runner,	a	schooner	that's	been	written	about	
a	lot	lately	in	Latitude,	I	can	tell	you	of	an	adventurous	night	
we	shared	with	her	and	her	owners	George	and	Judy	Knab.	
This	was	back	in	August	of	'71,	when	Geoff	and	I,	and	our	two	
children	—	Lisa,	then	12,	and	Nate,	then	11	—	were	in	Port	
San	Luis	on	our	way	back	to	Newport	Beach	from	a	cruise	to	
the	Sacramento	Delta	aboard	our	Ericson	35	MK	I	Natalie.	
The	San	Francisco-based	Sea	Runner	came	in	after	us.	The	
Knabs	told	us	they'd	originally	taken	off	from	San	Francisco	
for	 Canada,	 but	 had	 to	 give	 up	 at	 Pt.	 Arena	 because	 the	
conditions	were	just	too	difficult.	So	they	were	headed	to	the	
Channel	Islands	and	San	Diego.
	 My	brother	Dick	joined	us	for	the	trip	to	San	Miguel	and	
the	 rest	 of	 the	Channel	 Islands,	where	we'd	 cruised	 every	
summer	for	20	years.	We	met	Sea	Runner	again	at	Cojo,	where	
the	Knabs	decided	to	follow	us	to	windy	San	Miguel	Island,	
as.	Once	at	Cojo,	the	Knabs	had	some	trouble	getting	their	
anchor	to	bite,	but	she	finally	seemed	secure	a	short	distance	
downwind	of	us.	It	was	a	typical	day	at	San	Miguel	Island,	
with	white	caps	in	the	harbor	and	our	Natalie	heeling	under	
bare	poles	in	the	gusts.	We	put	the	outboard	on	one	of	our	
dinghies,	and	Geoff	ferried	us	and	the	Knabs	ashore	for	an	
afternoon	of	hiking.
	 Later	in	the	day,	when	the	sun	approached	the	yardarm,	
the	Knabs	rowed	over	for	a	drink.	We	had	a	delightful	gather-

Commercial
Operations

Pleasure
Yachting

•	COMMERCIAL
	 POLICIES
	 Marinas,	Yards,
	 Yacht	Clubs,
	 Brokers,
	 Shipwrights

•	YACHT	&	BOAT
	 POLICIES
	 Offshore,	Coastal,
	 Inland	and
	 Liveaboards

19 3 8 - 2 0 08

M
cD

ermott Costa

A N N I V E R S A R Y

70th

Bill	Fowler
McDerMottcosta Insurance

(925)	606-6606  Fax (510) 357-3230
bfowler@mcdermottcosta.com
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October 2006 

ARS OFEY001

HYDROVANE included twice!

HYDROVANE IS BOTH:
Self Steering 
Best Emergency Rudder 

100
Polar Circumnavigator
Adrian Flanagan

A HOME RUN AWAY FROM
THE CATCH OF THE DAY…

it's All About the Location!
Pier 39 Marina is located on the Embarcadero in 
San Francisco between the Golden Gate Bridge 
and the Bay Bridge – on the bustling San Francisco 
waterfront, just a cable car ride away from China-
town, North Beach and Downtown San Francisco.

Visit our web site

www.pier39marina.com

BOAT SLIPS AND GUEST 
DOCKING

NOW AVAILABLE
36' to 60'

Harbormaster's Office
415-705-5556 / 5436

See our best boat brokerage listings at:
www.nelsonyachts.net

1500 FERRY POINT, ALAMEDA, CA  94501

(510) 814-1858 • FAX (510) 769-0815

Nelson's Marine
www.nelsonsmarine.com

WIN A FREE HAULOUT!

June 
mystery harbor

Guess the harbor:

First correct guess gets a free haulout 
with purchase of a bottom job.
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ing	in	our	cozy	cabin	until	I	happened	to	look	astern.	From	
my	 log:	 ".	 .	 .	Sea	Runner	dragging	sideways	 toward	Judge	
Rock!	The	Knabs	took	our	outboard	dinghy	—	and	swamped	it	
almost	immediately.	There	they	sat	in	the	dinghy	underwater	
(52º	water!	40-kt	winds!)	as	their	boat	progressed	rapidly	to-
ward	the	rock.	Geoff	jumped	into	their	rowing	dinghy,	picked	
up	George,	and	they	went	 to	save	 the	boat.	Dick	took	our	
little	dinghy	and	extra	flotation	and	went	to	help	Judy	and	
Jay	—	who	were	clinging	to	the	outboard	dinghy,	which	had	
now	turned	turtle.	At	the	last	minute,	Sea	Runner’s	anchor	
bit,	she	headed	up,	and	slowed	enough	for	George	and	Geoff	
to	get	aboard	and	start	the	engine.	An	abalone	boat	saw	Dick	
and	went	to	rescue	him,	and	wound	up	saving	Jay,	Judy,	the	
outboard	dinghy,	and	assorted	floating	gear	and,	incidentally,	
Dick	and	his	dinghy.”	
	 It	took	several	attempts	to	finally	get	Sea	Runner	securely	
anchored.	I	need	to	elaborate	on	the	'several	attempts.'	With	
George	at	the	helm,	Geoff	was	forward	in	about	45	knots	of	
wind,	handling	the	anchor	—	and	all	400	feet	of	chain	—	with	
one	of	those	manual	windlasses	that	brings	in	about	four	links	
a	crank.	Every	time	they	tried	to	reanchor	without	success,	
all	400	feet	of	chain	had	to	be	brought	back	in.	It	just	about	
did	Geoff	in.
	 It	was	after	9	p.m.	before	Sea	Runner	was	 secure,	 and	
Geoff,	Dick	and	our	outboard	were	back	aboard	Natalie.	Af-
ter	dinner,	Geoff	dismantled	the	drowned	outboard	and	had	
it	running	by	midnight.	Though	we’ve	spent	a	lot	of	nights	
in	Cuyler	Harbor,	the	evening’s	events	kept	us	on	edge	with	
whitecaps	dolloping	on	board	and	the	boat	swinging	to	her	
anchor.	Nobody	got	much	sleep.	The	abalone	boat	came	by	
the	next	morning	with	our	dinghies	and	all	the	floating	gear	
they’d	rescued.	Dick	rowed	ashore	and	combed	the	beach,	
finding	our	gas	can,	life	ring,	and	a	cushion.
	 Log:	"Tucked	in	a	reef	and	after	breakfast	we	weighed	our	
lovable	—	how	she	held!	—	anchor	and	headed	for	northwest	
anchorage	on	Santa	Rosa,	and	anchored	at	our	favorite	place	
inside	the	kelp	line	under	the	cliffs.	Sea	Runner	came	in	and,	
after	 the	usual	ups	and	downs,	 anchored	beside	us."	 The	
sea	was	calm	here	despite	the	45-50-knot	wind.	“The	Knabs	
came	over	about	8	am	for	guidance	…	They	were	looking	for	
warmth	(we	sent	them	to	Coches	Prietos)	…”	After	what	we’d	
led	them	into,	why	would	they	ask	for	more	guidance?	
	 We	lost	track	of	the	Knabs	and	Sea	Runner,	but	we	remem-
ber	them	for	giving	us	one	of	our	wilder	cruising	adventures.	
As	for	our	Ericson	35	Natalie,	we	sold	her	in	January	after	
owning	her	for	43	years.

Nancy	Baker
North	Tustin

	 Nancy	—	Great	story!	It	also	makes	us	wonder,	does	any-
body	ever	keep	a	 real	 log	anymore.	We	mean	a	 consistent,	
day-by-day	log.	We	know	just	about	everybody	starts	out	with	
a	 log,	but	as	with	exercise	programs,	most	people	drop	out.	
Have	they	gone	the	way	of	sextants?

	 We've	been	swamped	with	letters	for	the	last	several	
months,	 so	 if	 yours	 hasn't	 appeared,	 don't	 give	 up	
hope.	 We	 welcome	 all	 letters	 that	 are	 of	 interest	 to	
sailors.	Please	include	your	name,	your	boat's	name,	
hailing	port,	and,	if	possible,	a	way	to	contact	you	for	
clarifications.	By	far	the	best	way	to	send	letters	is	to	
email	them	to	richard@latitude38.com.	You	can	also	
mail	them	to	15	Locust,	Mill	Valley,	CA,	94941,	or	fax	
them	to	(415)	383-5816.

270 Beach Road ¤ Belvedere
Historic Belvedere Residence

with Deep Water Dock

Deep water dock can accommodate up to a 50' and a 25'  
vessel year-round (water, electric and storage available).

www.270Beach.com

Carolyn Adducci
Paragon Real Estate Group
(415) 531-9797
cadduci@paragon-re.com

Alix Fagersten
Decker Bullock Sotheby's
International Realty
(415) 596-6231
alix@teamalix.com

Offered at $5,395,000Presented by:
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www.essexcredit.com

Richard Tressler
866-377-3948 ext. 47008

Let our 27 years of experience go to work for you!

Marine insurance specialists

Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power  ✦  Classic or Contemporary

Fiberglass  ✦  Aluminum  ✦  Steel  ✦  Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide the best service

and the finest coverage available today.

Please contact us for a quote 

www.heritagemarineinsurance.com

800-959-3047
Fax 860-572-5919

Email: classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com
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	 Eternal	optimists.
	 Bay	Area	 sailors	 often	 face	 challenging	 conditions	 to	 enjoy	
their	favorite	pastime.	But	next	time	you	feel	like	whining	about	
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the	fog,	wind	and	cold,	think	about	sailors	in	Ashdod,	Israel.	As	
recently	as	three	months	ago,	locals	in	this	southern	Israel	port	
city	had	to	run	for	their	bomb	shelters	every	day	to	avoid	the	
threat	of	Qassam	rockets	raining	in	from	Gaza.	This	didn't	stop	
plans	 for	an	annual	 regatta	 in	mid-May	 that	attracted	a	fleet	
of		400	dinghies	—	mostly	Optimists,	but	also	some	Lasers	and	
420s.
	 Participants	traveled	from	all	parts	of	Israel	to	take	part,	many	
arriving	several	days	early	to	train.	According	to	Ashdod	Marina	
manager	Iris	Katz,	all	the	visiting	sailors	were	comfortably	housed	
in	a	nearby	school	where	there	were	ample	beds	to	throw	their	
sleeping	bags,	as	well	as	showers	and	restroom	facilities.
		 The	weekend	series	of	races,	jointly	sponsored	by	the	marina	
and	the	City	of	Ashdod,	was	well	organized.	 "Everything	went	
like	clockwork,"	said	Katz,	adding	that	the	"weather	was	perfect:	
clear	skies,	warm	weather,	good	winds."
		 Iris	says	that	the	event	was	so	successful	that	a	future	Euro-
pean	and	possibly	even	World	420	Championship	venue	is	being	
discussed.	Climate-wise,	Ashdod	is	much	like	San	Diego,	with	
nice,	warm	breeze	and	sunny	skies	in	the	summer,	and	balmy	and	
pleasant	in	winter,	with	few	storms	and	infrequent	rain.	Despite	
the	frequent	threats	from	Gaza,	Ashdod	is	Israel’s	fastest	growing	
city,	with	beautiful	beaches	and	a	clean,	well-run	marina	that	
welcomes	boats	big	and	small.	What	more	does	a	sailor	need?

— john skoriak

	 Pieces	of	the	rock.
	 Elsewhere	in	Sightings	we	take	a	look	at	some	of	the	better	
known	rocks	of	the	Bay.	An	interesting	addendum	to	Red	Rock	
—	which,	yes,	is	actually	not	a	rock	but	an	island	—	is	that	it	is	
the	only	privately-owned	island	in	the	Bay	—	and	it's	for	sale.	Or	
we	should	say,	still	for	sale	as	it's	been	on	the	market	for	several	
years	now.	David	Glickman	and	the	Durning	family	are	the	cur-
rent	co-owners.	The	asking	price	is	$22	million.	Glickman	points	
out	that	the	island	"is	basically	made	up	of	rocks	that	have	a	
value	in	excess	of	that	amount,	so	a	buyer	would	be	getting	the	
island	at	no	cost	if	he	or	she	would	sell	off	an	excess	of	about	1	
million	tons	of	surplus	rock."
	 That,	of	course,	is	presuming	you	could	get	permits	to	do	so	
from	three	counties,	one	city	and	half	a	dozen	agencies.	

	 Wait	—	does	this	mean	we're	not	sexy?
	 You	may	have	read	online	recently	about	a	study	that	claimed	
sailors	had	a	much	higher	'virility	index'	than	other	segments	of	
the	population.	The	work	was	supposedly	done	in	Holland	and	
involved	2,000	people	who	were	part	of	a	human	sexuality	study.	
While	most	of	you	will	probably	agree	that	sailing	men	are	indeed	
extra	studly	and	the	women	are	all	lusty	and	beautiful,	it	turns	
out	the	'study'	is	fake.	It	was	an	April	Fool's	joke	that	rapidly	took	
on	a	life	of	its	own.	The	Bay	Area-based	sailing	site	YachtPals.
com,	where	it	originated,	reported	that	by	mid-May,	the	results	
of	the	'study'	had	been	translated	into	a	dozen	languages.
	 Credit	local	sailor	and	Chronicle	columnist	Paul	Oliva	for	actu-
ally	doing	some	fact	checking	before	he	ran	the	story.	We're	glad	
he	did.	We	had	it	all	tee'd	up	to	go	in	this	exact	space.

An armada of Optis crowds the line off Ashdod, Israel, last month.

A
LE

X
 P

A
S

C
O

314 Tideway Dr., Alameda, CA 94501
www.helmsyacht.com
(510) 865-2511

YACHT SALES INC.

NEW SEAWIND 1160
Seawind's brand new 38-ft sailing cat, the Seawind 
1160, has just been launched and is proving to be an 
immediate success. The new Seawind 1160 combines 
some of the best features of the earlier Seawind 1000 
and Seawind 1200 sailing catamarans. Winner of 
Cruising World's 2007 Boat of the Year.

M U L T I H U L L S

Northern California

since 1984

SEAWIND 1000 XL
The Seawind 1000 is Australia's most successful cruis-
ing catamaran, with the unique combined saloon and 
cockpit. This model has sailed all around the globe with 
many offshore passages successfully sailed including 
through the South Pacific, Hawaii and Alaska.

Southern California

West Coast 
Multihulls

1053 Rosecrans, San Diego, CA 92106
www.westcoastmultihulls.com 
kurt@westcoastmultihulls.com

(619) 571-3513

As seen at
Strictly Sail 

Pacific

CORSAIR
DASH 750
First one 
to land in 
the U.S.!

NEW
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Prepare to Take the Helm

The sailing season is here - Don’t get stuck on land!

Captain’s Special

$2195

Club Initiation

Basic Keelboat (ASA 101)

Basic Coastal Cruising (ASA 103)

Bareboat Chartering (ASA 104)

Take Lessons - Join the Club

Only $35a month!

Upcoming Courses & Events

Heavy Weather Offshore Course

USCG Captain’s License Course

Club Sail & BBQ

Buying a Cruising Boat Seminar

June 1 - 13 (9am - 5:30pm)

June 22 - 26 (ASA 105, 106)

June 18 @ GGYC, John Connolly

June 14 (10am Club Sail, 4pm BBQ)

Give us a call for more information - Let us 

help you meet your sailing goals!

• Mainsail and Jib reefing

• The only U.S. patented furling system for 
Cruising Spinnakers

• Manage all your sails safely from the cockpit!

607.749.4599
www.sailcdi.com

sailcdi@verizon.net

www.virtualconsultationroom.net

415 877-4280
mydoctoranna@gmail.com
www.virtualconsultationroom.net

Dr. Anna Vertkin MD:
Your personal, 24-hour
Chief Medical Officer

Available at all times for 
Medical Consultation via Telephone, Skype, Skype Video, 
Email/Internet, Video Conferencing
Treatment: Triage medical condition; direct, supervise & 
implement immediate or ongoing treatment
The first ship-to-shore medical treatment 
service in the world devoted to pleasure craft

Credentials: Board Certified Internal Medicine & Gastroen-
terolgy, 25 years private practice in Northern California, 
Baylor College of Medicine, Stanford University Medical 
Center Fellowship, Doctor of the Year 2004-2008

‡

‡

‡

‡

While in Mexico, in port or on the high seas, you need not 
worry that world-class medical care is within immediate 
reach. Ask about our custom shipboard medical kit.
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To join BoatU.S., call 800-888-4869
or visit BoatUS.com

You have towing service for your car, shouldn’t 
you do the same for your boat?

The unfortunate fact is that at some point you just 
might need it. And with the average price of a tow 
around $600, spending a little now will save you 
the hassle and expense later. 

For just a fraction of the cost of a tow, $135 for 
saltwater boaters and $53 for freshwater, you can 
purchase Unlimited towing and cover all your bases.

On-the-water towing, soft ungroundings, jump starts 
and fuel delivery

Applies to all recreational boats you own, borrow 
     or charter

24/7 dispatch and assistance

No claim made on your hull insurance

*Service provided during normal boating seasons.
Details and exclusions can be found online at BoatUS.com/towing or by calling.

Look For the Red Boats of VesseL Assist

MARITIME INSTITUTE
To enroll or for more info: www.MaritimeInstitute.com 

or CALL TOLL FREE 888-262-8020

We now offer courses OnLine!

CAPTAIN’S COURSES
Classroom classes in 15 cities and now Online!

U.S. Coast Guard 
approved courses and testing.

Approved for Veterans.

We believe the interactions and structure of a 
classroom provide the best training experience. 
Even so, for some students attending a scheduled 
course just isn’t possible. There is a solution.

Whether you choose traditional classroom or the new 
online courses, rest assured we’ll hold to the same 
high standards we’ve maintained for over thirty years.

Our next San Rafael class begins July 6th

Classroom or Online?

STARBUCK

canvas works

67 Liberty Ship Way 
Sausalito, CA 94965

415•332•2509

Before:
The Box After:

Beyond 
the Box

THINK

Just say no to boxy 
dodgers!
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Completely Rebuilt Marina • Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock
Free Pump Out Station • Modern Launch Ramp

Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair
Arena Marine Supply Store • Loch Lomond Market

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

Loch Lomond marina
MOVE-INSPECIAL:FIRST MONTHFREE!

*Based on 2006 countrywide average gross premium for boatowners insurance. Your actual premium 
will vary based on state and value of boat. Subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Indemnity 
Company, Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

AlanQuan@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0745657

ALAN D. QUAN
Insurance Agent
(800) 792 9530

31% OF BOATS AREN’T INSURED.
I can help make sure you don’t get stuck with 100% of the 
cost. For less than $1 a day*,  Allstate Boatowners Insurance 
can cover things like injury, theft and damage to your boat – 
or someone else’s. Don’t wait until it’s too late. Call me today.



SIGHTINGS

Page 76  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2009

no time likeramping up for the 45th transpac
	 As	of	this	writing,	and	with	a	week	to	go	before	the	May	27	entry	
deadline,	the	2009	TransPac	Race	is	looking	to	surpass	the	50-entry	
bar.	The	numbers	are	not	quite	up	to	those	in	the	last	two	editions;	
but	given	the	economic	climate	in	which	owners	have	had	to	make	
the	decision	to	go,	and	the	quality	of	the	entries,	the	Transpacific	YC	
has	to	be	happy	with	the	way	things	are	shaking	out	for	the	45th	
race.	After	all,	go	back	10	years	and	the	fleet	only	had	23	boats	.	.	.
	 Normally	about	this	time,	we	like	to	anoint	a	boat	in	each	division	
with	the	as-of-yet	unproven	“Latitude	Jinx”	in	the	form	of	a	predic-
tion	of	a	division	win.	However	this	year,	the	race	is	actually	starting	
some	two	weeks	earlier	than	the	last	few	editions,	and	because	entries	
hadn’t	yet	closed	as	we	went	to	press,	we	didn’t	have	the	division	
assignments	and	TransPac	ratings.	So	in	lieu	of	placing	hexes,	we’ll	
give	you	a	partial	listing	of	who’s	going.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 Contrary	to	what	you	might	have	heard,	
this	is	actually	a	great	time	to	buy	a	boat,	
especially	if	you’ve	found	one	that’s	right	
for	 you.	 Asking	 prices	 are	 lower	 than	
they’ve	been	in	years,	financing	is	avail-
able	and	the	selection	is	impressive.	
	 Whether	you	buy	from	an	individual	or	
a	boat	broker,	there	are	a	few	things	you	
should	be	aware	of.	When	those	papers	
are	signed,	 that	boat	 is	yours.	There	 is	
no	‘lemon	law’	for	boats,	so	if	the	engine	
craps	out	on	the	way	out	of	the	harbor,	
that’s	 just	 your	 tough	 luck.	 To	 protect	
yourself	 and	 your	 investment,	 hire	 an	
independent	surveyor	to	thoroughly	check	

Spread, Chip ‘Dr. Megadeath’ Megeath 
got hooked on going offshore in a 
‘do-rag when he sailed the chartered 
‘Kokopelli²’ to a division win and third 
overall in ‘07. This year he’s back, but 
with his significantly faster R/P 45 
‘Criminal Mischief’, on which he and 
navigator Jeff Thorpe have already 
scored division wins in last year’s Pac 
Cup and this year’s Cabo Race. Inset, 
Kyle Fitzgerald of Fitzgerald Rac-
ing (right) hands a resin-saturated 
carbon fiber tape to Ted Brown of 
Alfresco Composites for application 
to ‘Flash’s keel grid. The grid is being 
beefed up to accommodate the added 
loads from the boat’s new keel which 
is four inches deeper than the old one 
and carries a heavier bulb, good for 
7.5% more righting moment.
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the present transpac — cont’d
	 The	 big	 boat	 division	 this	 year	 looks	 really	 solid,	 with	 Neville	
Crichton’s	R/P	100	Alfa Romeo	as	the	no-brainer	bet	for	elapsed-time	
honors.	The	silver-hulled	sliver	might	never	have	had	the	chance	to	
race	 if	 the	Transpac	YC	hadn’t	brought	 the	entry	requirements	 in	
line	with	most	of	 the	world’s	best-known	offshore	races	by	setting	
an	upper	length-limit	at	100-feet	LOA	and	dropping	the	prohibition	
against	using	powered	sailing	systems	like	winches.
	 Likely	joining	her	in	that	group	will	be	the	brand	new,	Ian	Frank-
lin-built,	hot	rod	red	Davidson	69	Pendragon VI	which	should	have	
completed	sea	trials	in	Auckland	by	the	time	you	read	this.	The	new	
boat	is	for	Southern	California’s	John	MacLaurin,	whose	Davidson	
52	Pendragon IV	spawned	the	TP	52	concept.	Navigated	by	Peter	Isler,	
the	new	boat	 features	 tricks	 like	 twin	 rudders	 for	 offshore	 sailing	
and	a	single	rudder	for	inshore	work.	Check	out	the	photos	at	www.
franklinboatyards.co.nz/pendragon-vi.	In	addition	to	those	two,	we	also	
figure	to	see	Doug	Baker’s	Long	Beach-based	Andrews	80	Magnitude 
80,	Bob	Lane’s	Andrews	63	Medicine Man with	John	Jourdane	behind	
the	chart	table,	Philippe	Kahn’s	turbo	Open	50	Pegasus	and	finally	
Los	Gatos’	Bill	Turpin	and	his	R/P	77	Akela	in	that	group.
	 Other	Northern	California	notables	 include	John	Kilroy’s	TP	52	
Samba Pa Tí,	a	division	winner	in	‘07,	and	Chip	Megeath’s	R/P	45	

Criminal Mischief,	 navigated	 by	 Quantum	 Sails’	
Jeff	Thorpe,	the	latter	of	which	has	racked	up	class	
wins	in	both	this	year’s	Cabo	Race	and	last	year’s	
Pacific	Cup	since	Megeath	purchased	it	after	sailing	
the	chartered	Kokopelli²	to	a	third	overall	and	first	
in	 class	 in	 ‘07.	Santa	Rosa’s	Bob	Barton	and	his	
Andrews	56	Cipango	will	be	back	to	try	to	better	his	
class-	and	overall-second	from	‘07.	Tom	Akin,	who	
sailed	the	SC	52	Lightning	to	an	overall	win	in	the	
‘06	Pacific	Cup,	will	be	chartering	Mark	Jones’	TP	
52	Flash	in	an	11th-hour	effort	rumored	to	include	
Paul	Cayard	in	the	crew	roster.	Last	month,	Flash	got	
turboed	by	a	new	keel	fin	and	bulb	for	more	righting	
moment,	and	side	deck	extensions	which	go	all	the	
way	to	the	transom	in	order	to	get	both	the	weight	
of	the	crew	and	stacked	sails	all	the	way	aft	when	
sailing	off	the	wind	in	breeze.
	 While	it’s	not	technically	a	Northern	California	
boat,	Jim	Partridge’s	new	wild-looking,	canting-keel	
Antrim	49	Rapid Transit	is	in	the	final	stages	of	build	
at	Berkeley	Marine	Center.	Although	it’s	down	to	the	
wire,	Partridge	is	confident	she’ll	be	ready	and	plans	
to	spend	June	“sailing	laps	around	the	Farallones	
and	trying	to	break	things”	before	sailing	south	in	

the	Coastal	Cup.	Rapid Transit	won’t	be	the	only	new	Jim	Antrim-
design	in	the	race.	Southern	Californians	Sue	and	Barry	Senescu’s	
new	Antrim	Class	40	Yippee Kai Yay	will	be	making	its	debut	as	the	
first	Class	40	on	the	West	Coast.	
	 While	impressive	in	breadth,	the	international	flavor	of	the	fleet	
—	including	entries	from	Australia,	Japan,	Mexico	and	Spain	—	isn’t	
as	noteworthy	as	is	the	homecoming	of	sorts	for	a	couple	West	Coast	
brainchildren	back	from	tours	abroad:	four	TP	52s	and	seven	ULDB	
70s	are	signed	up	for	the	trip.	Oddly	enough	though,	one	of	the	de-
signs	most	associated	with	the	race	for	the	last	40-some	years	—	the	
Cal	40,	which	sailed	as	its	own	class	of	13	boats	in	2005	—	is	not	
represented	as	of	this	writing.	Keep	a	close	eye	on	‘Lectronic Latitude	
at	www.latitude38.com	in	the	coming	weeks	for	our	predictions,	which	
we’ll	hand	down	when	the	division	breaks	and	ratings	go	up.	In	the	
meantime,	check	out	the	race’s	massively-improved	website	at	www.
transpacrace.com.

— rob

continued in middle column of next sightings page

out	the	boat,	including	the	rig	and	engine.	
Don’t	rely	on	an	old	survey	or	the	seller’s	
surveyor.	Find	your	own,	and	make	sure	
he/she	is	a	member	of	the	Society	of	Ac-
credited	Marine	Surveyors	(SAMS)	and/or	
the	National	Association	of	Marine	Sur-
veyors	 (NAMS).	 It	doesn’t	hurt	to	check	
their	references	as	well.
	 When	the	price	of	a	boat	is	more	than	
a	 few	thousand	bucks,	consider	setting	
up	a	private	trust	account	through	a	title	
company	or	lawyer	for	all	financial	trans-
actions.	While	brokers	usually	have	such	
accounts	 set	 up	 for	 this	 process,	 there	
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princess tai ping lost near home boat buying
have	 been	 occasions	 —	 very,	 very	 rare	
occasions	—	when	a	broker	has	tapped	
into	the	account	to	pay	other	bills,	leav-
ing	the	seller’s	account	short.	Setting	up	
a	private	trust	account	is	a	good	way	to	
protect	everyone	involved.
	 After	buying	a	boat,	it’s	important	to	
protect	 yourself	 by	 obtaining	 the	 right	
insurance	coverage	 for	 your	needs.	Not	
all	insurance	policies	cover	all	situations.	
If	you	sail	outside	the	Gate,	for	example,	
you	want	to	be	sure	your	boat	is	covered	
for	ocean	sailing.	If	you	often	have	guests	
aboard,	you	might	want	to	increase	your	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 Princess Tai Ping,	the	54-ft	Chinese	junk	that	visited	the	Bay	Area	
last	October,	was	run	down	by	a	freighter	off	Taiwan	on	April	25.	Thank-
fully,	all	11	crew,	including	three	Americans,	survived	with	mostly	minor	
injuries.	The	collision	occurred	less	than	a	day	from	the	completion	of	
a	14,000-mile	round-trip	to	the	Americas	and	back	that	‘proved’	what	
has	long	been	speculated:	that	15th	Century	Chinese	vessels	—	the	

Princess Tai Ping was	an	accurate	replica	of	a	
Ming	Dynasty	warship	—	had	the	capability	to	
come	here	and	then	sail	back	home.
	 Sailor	and	adventurer	Nelson	Liu,	now	62,	
conceived	of	the	project	and	built	the	Princess	
in	2007.	He	has	been	aboard	as	captain	dur-
ing	the	entire	voyage,	which	started	last	June.	
As	part	of	her	concurrent	missions	of	cultural	
exchange	and	goodwill,	most	of	the	rest	of	her	
crew	 were	 sailors	 of	 many	 nationalities	 who	
hopped	aboard	for	various	legs.	She	also	made	
stops	 in	Los	Angeles,	San	Diego	and	Hawaii	
before	heading	for	home.
	 The	 incident	 occurred	 about	 2:40	 a.m	
Taiwan	time.	Bound	for	Keelung	in	gale-force	
winds	and	rough	seas,	the	Princess	was	about	
30	miles	off	the	fishing	port	of	Suao	in	north-
eastern	Taiwan	when	they	saw	the	northbound	

tanker	Champion Express	change	course	toward	them.	Reports	differ	
as	to	whether	they	were	able	to	raise	her	on	the	radio	—	some	say	
yes,	others	no.	At	any	rate,	the	crew	did	everything	they	could	think	
of	to	get	the	engineless	 junk	noticed,	 including	shining	flashlights	
on	the	sails.	The	192-ft	Liberian-flagged	tanker	rammed	her	anyway,	
cutting	the	junk	in	half.	The	crew	were	thrown	into	the	ocean	where	
they	would	remain	for	about	five	hours,	until	daylight	when	rescu-
ers	arrived.	Miraculously,	most	suffered	only	mild	hypothermia.	The	
worst	injuries	were	suffered	by	an	ex-pat	American,	Thomas	William	
Cook,	who	is	originally	from	Humboldt	County	but	currently	living	
in	Okinawa.	He	reportedly	suffered	a	broken	arm,	cracked	vertebra	
and	a	large	gash	in	his	head.	Another	crewman	held	his	head	above	
water	through	the	night	as	he	passed	in	and	out	of	consciousness.
We	are	happy	to	report	he	is	currently	on	the	mend.
	 One	of	the	worst	aspects	of	the	incident	is	that	it	was	a	hit	and	
run.	Following	the	collision,	the	Champion Express	reportedly	stopped	
momentarily,	but	did	not	return	nor	render	any	assistance	—	not	even	
a	radio	call	—	before	resuming	its	course.	An	investigation	into	these	
actions	is	underway	and	hopefully	the	skipper	and	owners	will	have	
to	answer	for	their	inactions	in	court.	
	 In	a	real	bit	of	cultural	exchange	and	goodwill,	the	first	alert	from	
Princess Tai Ping’s	EPIRB	was	picked	up	by	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard.	
They	contacted	Taiwanese	authorities,	who	performed	the	rescue.
	 “We	had	earned	99	marks	(out	of	100),”	said	Liu	from	his	hospital	
bed.	“It	would	have	been	nice	to	have	that	last	mark.”

— jr

	 Completing	 the	Pacific	Puddle	Jump	—	the	3,000-mile	passage	
from	the	west	coast	of	the	Americas	to	French	Polynesia	—	is	a	major	
accomplishment	in	a	sailor's	life	that	typically	yields	a	sense	of	pride	
and	elation.	This	year,	however,	the	festive	mood	in	the	anchorages	
of	the	Marquesas	Islands	was	severely	dampened	when	one	of	their	
own	went	missing.
	 Having	arrived	at	Nuku	Hiva	a	few	days	earlier,	American	single-
hander	Billy	Landers,	64,	set	sail	aboard	his	Islander	36	Emily Pearl,	
on	May	3,	for	the	tiny	island	of	Ua	Pou,	25	miles	to	the	south.	It	was	

missing singlehander’s fate unknown
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Nelson Liu suffered a minor 
head injury in the collision.
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singlehander — cont’d— cont’d
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to	be	a	relatively	easy	trip,	with	mild	sea	conditions	and	12	to	15	
knots	of	breeze.	Unbenownst	to	Landers'	friends	in	the	Taiohae	Bay	
anchorage,	he	never	made	it.
	 The	following	morning,	local	fishermen	found	a	guitar,	a	laptop,	and	
some	wreckage	floating	off	the	south	coast	of	Nuku	Hiva.	Although	
cruisers	were	initially	doubtful	that	these	items	could	have	come	from	
Emily Pearl,	a	search	was	begun	and	the	36-footer	was	eventually	
located,	holed	and	sunk	in	about	40	feet	of	water,	roughly	50	feet	off	
the	southwest	coast	of	the	island,	and	only	seven	miles	from	Taiohae.	
Landers,	however,	was	nowhere	to	be	found.
	 Over	the	next	several	days	an	exhaustive	search	was	conducted	
on	land	and	sea,	both	above	and	below	the	surface,	by	cruisers,	local	
residents	and	French	military	resources	who	coordinated	their	ac-

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Though sheared in half, ‘Tai Ping’ cared for her crew until the 
Taiwanese Coast Guard could arrive.

personal	injury	coverage.	
	 One	last	suggestion	to	protect	yourself:	
If	the	boat	you	have	your	heart	set	on	is	
a	documented	vessel,	be	sure	to	surf	on	
over	to	the	National	Vessel	Documenta-
tion	Center	(www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/nvdc)	
and	order	an	Abstract	of	Title.	The	meager	
$25	 fee	will	be	well	worth	 the	peace	of	
mind	knowing	that	the	boat	doesn’t	have	
any	liens	on	it.	While	we’re	on	the	subject,	
the	redocumentation	process	is	relatively	
painless	 to	 do	 yourself,	 and	 only	 costs	
about	$150	for	everything	you	need.

— ladonna
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tions	with	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard.	A	number	of	possible	clues	emerged,	
but	nothing	conclusive.	The	fact	that	Landers'	PFD	—	which	fellow	
cruisers	say	he	wore	religiously	—	was	found	floating	near	the	beach,	
inshore	of	the	wreck,	made	his	friends	hopeful	that	he	might	have	
gotten	ashore	safely	and	tried	to	hike	to	civilization	through	the	rough,	
largely	uninhabited	terrain.	Alternately,	 the	 fact	 that	Emily Pearl's	
engineless	 Portland	 Pudgy	 rowing/sailing	 dinghy	 was	 not	 found	
gave	cruisers	and	French	authorities	hope	that	Landers	might	have	
abandoned	ship	aboard	it,	and	tried	to	sail	or	row	to	safety.	A	more	
troubling	observation	was	that	one	of	the	sloop's	lifelines	was	broken,	
which	could	possibly	indicate	that	Landers	fell	overboard.	French	Navy	
divers	could	not	determine	conclusively	whether	the	boat	was	holed	
by	something	offshore,	or	by	drifting	into	a	near-shore	obstacle.
	 After	more	than	a	week	of	searching,	efforts	were	reluctantly	called	

	 As	 we	 predicted	 from	 the	 beginning	
of	 the	 Lake	 County	 District	 Attorney’s	
shameful	and	misguided	prosecution	of	
Bismarck	Dinius	for	the	boating	death	of	
Lynn	Thornton,	their	case	is	crumbling	
around	 them	 like	 a	 sandcastle	 at	 high	
tide.	 According	 to	 Channel	 7’s	 I-Team	
investigator	Dan	Noyes,	who	has	covered	
the	case	flawlessly	since	we	first	reported	
on	it,	in	a	hearing	on	May	19	—	the	day	
the	 trial	 was	 scheduled	 to	 start	 —	 the	
prosecution	 turned	 over	 110	 pages	 of	
discovery	 that	 it	 had	 in	 its	 offices	 for	
months.
	 Inside	was	a	report	from	a	private	eye	
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off,	but	some	locals	and	sailors	still	held	out	hope,	including	Landers'	
good	friend	Erik	Dix.	A	fellow	singlehander	who	made	the	crossing	
aboard	his	Oregon-based	Morgan	38	Sidetrack,	Dix	remains	hopeful	
that	his	buddy	may	still	be	adrift	within	the	eight-foot,	canopied	craft	
—	which	is	said	to	be	"unsinkable"	—	and	will	find	his	way	to	a	landfall	
downwind.	According	to	Dix,	"Seven	months	ago	a	local	fisherman	
survived	drifting	from	here	to	Tonga	and	wrote	a	book	about	it."	An	
ex-Army	officer,	Landers	was	well	aware	of	the	risks	of	singlehanding	
and	was	reportedly	well	prepared	for	emergencies.	Regardless	of	the	
outcome,	Dix	takes	some	comfort	in	knowing	that,	"Bill	was	doing	
something	he	enjoyed	in	an	incredible	part	of	the	world."
	 In	all	the	years	we've	been	covering	the	Pacific	Puddle	Jump,	there	
has	never	before	been	a	severe	injury,	let	alone	loss	of	life	or	a	sunken	
boat.	This	year,	however,	less	than	two	weeks	after	Emily Pearl met	her	
untimely	end,	one	of	last	year's	fleet	sank	from	unknown	causes	500	
miles	north	of	Auckland,	New	Zealand.	Luckily,	the	Ventura-based	
J/44	Elusive	was	buddy-boating	north	to	Fiji	with	nearly	a	dozen	other	
boats	when	her	steering	went	out	and	she	suddenly	began	taking	on	
water.	Aboard	were	Steve	and	Wendy	Bott	and	their	son,	Allen.	Within	
a	half	hour,	friends	John	and	Renee	Prentice	arrived	on	the	scene	
aboard	the	San	Diego-based	Serendipity	43	Scarlett O'Hara.	Despite	
their	best	efforts,	Steve	and	John	could	not	locate	the	source	of	the	
leak	—	which	apparently	was	not	coming	from	either	the	rudder	or	
prop	shafts	—	and	were	forced	to	abandon	the	impeccably-maintained	
sloop	as	water	continued	to	rise	rapidly	inside	the	cabin.
	 The	Botts	continued	aboard	Scarlett on	to	Fiji, where	they	will	as-
sess	their	options.	Thankfully,	Elusive	was	insured,	but	the	family	
lost	all	their	personal	possessions,	as	this	boat	was	their	only	home.	
They	could	not	have	found	themselves	in	the	hands	of	more	empa-
thetic	rescuers,	though.	In	the	spring	of	2004,	the	Prentices	set	out	
for	the	Marquesas	from	Mexico,	but	700	miles	out	Scarlett's	rudder	
sheared	clean	off	at	the	waterline.	They	got	back	safely,	however,	and	
restarted	again	last	year	—	with	a	carbon-fiber	rudder	shaft.	Let's	
hope	the	Botts	can	put	this	sad	ordeal	behind	them,	and	will	be	back	
out	there	again	soon	too.

— andy

	 We're	 thrilled	 to	 report	 that	17-year-old	singlehander	Zac	Sun-
derland	has	transited	the	Panama	Canal	aboard	Intrepid and	begin	
the	3,000-mile	slog	north	to	his	Marina	del	Rey	homeport.	With	any	
luck,	he	will	soon	become	the	youngest	sailor	to	have	singlehanded	
around	the	globe	with	or	without	stops.
	 Breakdowns	and	delays	are	a	predictable	part	of	such	an	ambitious	
endeavor,	and	Sunderland	has	had	his	share	of	them	—	including	hav-
ing	to	replace	his	Islander	36's	diesel	engine	just	prior	to	his	June	14,	
2008,	start.	Even	so,	he	has	a	comfortable	six-month	buffer	in	which	
to	reach	home	before	his	18th	birthday,	November	29.	The	current	
holder	of	the	'youngest	around'	title	is	Australian	David	Dicks	who	
was	18	and	41	days	when	he	returned	home	to	Fremantle	in	1996.	
	 Nevertheless	we're	certain	that	Zac	will	be	pushing	hard	to	reach	
home	as	soon	as	possible,	as	another	'youngest	around'	contender	is	
figuratively	nipping	at	Intrepid's	heels.	A	16-year-old	Brit	named	Mike	
Perham	left	Falmouth,	England,	November	18,	aboard	the	well-funded	
Open	50	TotalMoney.com,	which	is,	needless	to	say,	a	much	faster	
boat.	Currently	in	New	Zealand,	Perham	has	at	least	13,000	miles	
left	 to	go	—	including	crossing	the	Southern	Ocean	and	rounding	
Cape	Horn	—	versus	Sunderland's	3,000.	So	our	money	is	on	Zac	to	
hold	the	'youngest'	title,	at	the	very	least,	temporarily.	He	is,	however,	
108	days	older	than	Perham,	which	gives	the	Brit	a	broad	window	in	
which	to	close	the	time	gap.

zac’s on the home stretch

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Having completed roughly 20,000 
miles of his voyage, Zac Sunderland, 
17, is now on the homeward-bound 
bash to Southern California.

hired	 by	 Sheriff	 Chief	 Russell	 Perdock,	
the	number	two	man	at	the	Lake	County	
Sheriff’s	Office	and	the	man	who	slammed	
his	high-octane	powerboat	into	the	drifting	
sailboat	on	which	Dinius	and	Thornton	
were	passengers	on	the	pitch-black	night	
of	April	26,	2006.	 (Everyone	aboard	the	
sailboat	was	hurt,	but	Thornton	died	a	few	
days	later	from	her	injuries.)	The	report	in-
cluded	statements	from	several	witnesses	
who	say	the	sailboat’s	running	lights	were	
on.	 The	 basis	 of	 the	 prosecution’s	 case	
is	the	contention	that	the	lights	were	off	
and	that	Dinius,	having	had	his	hand	on	

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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zac — cont’d dinius
	 Add	to	all	this	drama	the	fact	that	two	more	young	challengers	
—	Australian	Jessica	Watson,	now	15,	and	American	Ryan	Langley,	
now	16	—	are	currently	preparing	to	set	sail	this	fall.	Both	have	their	
sights	set	on	Aussie	singlehander	Jesse	Martin's	record	as	the	young-
est	around,	nonstop	and	unassisted.	 (Dicks	originally	sought	that	
record	too,	but	did	not	qualify,	as	a	crucial	rigging	bolt	was	air-lifted	
to	him	near	Cape	Horn.)	Martin,	like	Dicks,	sailed	east-about	via	the	
five	great	capes,	while	Sunderland	sailed	west-about	via	the	Cape	of	
Good	Hope	and	the	Panama	Canal.	
	 While	it's	important	to	make	such	clarifications,	it's	also	important	
to	point	out	that	meeting	the	World	Sailing	Speed	Record	Council's	
lofty	criteria	—	via	the	great	capes,	etc.	—	was	never	Sunderland's	
intention.	Although	he	considers	Jesse	Martin	to	be	both	a	friend	and	
mentor,	his	family	considered	it	too	unsafe	to	send	Zac,	the	oldest	of	
seven	kids,	around	Cape	Horn	in	the	vintage	Islander	that	he	bought	
with	his	life	savings.	We	can't	say	we	blame	them.	Zac	has,	however,	
had	the	grand	adventure	he	set	out	to	have,	and	his	status	as	a	West	
Coast	sailing	star	will	likely	endure	for	many	years	to	come.	During	
the	past	year,	thousands	of	diehard	sailors	and	armchair	voyagers	
alike	have	been	following	his	trip	via	www.zacsunderland.com.	
	 The	last	teen	to	set	sail	from	California	with	dreams	of	solo	circum-
navigating	was	Robin	Lee	Graham,	then	16,	in	1965.	The	best-selling	
book	Graham	co-wrote	about	his	five-year	voyage,	Dove,	was	one	of	
Sunderland's	early	inspirations,	and	we're	sure	he'll	be	eager	to	pub-
lish	his	own	detailed	account	soon	after	returning	home	this	summer.	
Release	of	a	documentary	on	the	trip	is	also	a	foregone	conclusion,	
as	Intrepid's	seven	on-board	cameras	have	been	capturing	oceans	of	
footage	throughout	the	trip.	Move	over,	reality	TV.	Make	room	for	the	
solitary	day-to-day	realities	of	singlehanding	the	globe	at	age	17.

— andy

	 When	life	gives	you	lemons	.	.	.	www.gosailingsf.org!
	 While	the	recession	continues	to	jerk	structural	supports	from	the	
house	of	cards	that	used	to	be	our	economy,	it’s	heartening	to	note	
the	odd	paradox	that	in	the	worst	of	times,	some	of	the	best	things	
happen.	That’s	certainly	the	case	with	local	sailing.	
	 Allow	us	to	explain.	
	 Earlier	this	year,	specifically	in	response	to	the	economic	freefall,	a	
couple	dozen	marine	business	professionals	got	together	and	tossed	
some	ideas	around	—	ideas	for	not	only	making	it	through,	but	mak-
ing	it	better;	even	attracting	new	people	to	the	sport	in	a	time	when	
some	could	barely	afford	to	take	up	jogging.	While	it	was	certainly	
not	the	first	or	only	forum	where	industry	folks	have	discussed	these	
things,	there	was	a	decided	‘all	for	one,	one	for	all’	vibe	about	this	
group,	and	a	positive,	cooperative	energy	that	has	endured	through	
many	subesquent	meetings.	The	Sailing	Renaissance,	as	the	group	
has	become	known,	has	become	larger	and	more	organized	 lately,	
with	individuals	and	committees	currently	working	behind	the	scenes	
on	many	different	projects	and	aspects	of	 the	sailing	cause.	Once	
the	word	got	out	what	was	happening	up	here,	a	few	Renaissance	
founders	were	asked	to	fly	to	Southern	California	to	help	them	form	
their	own	group.	Similar	groups	have	also	been	formed	in	the	Pacific	
Northwest	and	Chesapeake	Bay	areas.
	 One	of	the	first	and	biggest	good	things	to	come	out	of	the	Sailing	
Renaissance	meetings	was	the	San	Francisco	Bay	Sailing	Directory	
at	www.gosailingsf.org.	This	long	overdue	website	is	the	first	to	focus	
entirely	on	getting	people	out	sailing	on	our	local	waters,	especially	
new	people.	Here	at	Latitude 38,	we	receive	tons	of	queries	every	year	
from	people	wanting	to	know	the	answers	to	such	simple	questions	as	
“Where	can	I	learn	to	sail?”	If	we	had	time,	we’d	respond	with	a	list	of	

don’t just go sailing, gosailingsf.org!

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 "We	got	a	little	delirious	at	the	equa-
tor,"	report	Pacific	Puddle	Jumpers	Al-
lan	and	Rina	Alexopulos	of	the	Volcano,	
CA-based	Hunter	44	Follow You Follow 
Me.	 "As	 the	 attached	 photo	 of	 King	
Neptune,	 a.k.a.	 Jan	 Selderijk,	 clearly	
documents,	we	think	we	actually	saw	a	
line	across	the	ocean	at	0°	of	latitude."
	 Initially,	 they	 had	 plans	 to	 transit	
the	 Canal	 and	 cruise	 the	 Caribbean,	
but	after	getting	caught	up	in	the	ex-
citement	 of	 this	 year's	 Pacific	 Puddle	
Jump	fleet,	the	couple	decided	to	hang	
a	right	instead.	"We	are	having	the	time	
of	our	lives,	and	we're	thrilled	we	made	
the	decision	to	go	west."

— andy

the	tiller	at	the	time	of	the	accident,	was	
responsible	for	turning	them	on.
	 The	prosecution	 also	 confirmed	 that	
several	 witnesses	 have	 come	 forward	
—	 including	 Perdock’s	 ex-wife	 Donna	
—	to	contradict	Perdock’s	timeline	of	his	
evening.	He	claims	he	was	home	until	well	
after	8	p.m.	Donna	says	6	p.m.	He	claims	
he	never	set	foot	at	the	Konocti	Harbor’s	
outdoor	 bar	 that	 night.	 Several	 people	
say	they	saw	him	socializing	there	with	a	
drink	in	his	hand.	One	man	even	claims	
he	and	Perdock	raced	their	boats	shortly	
before	the	accident.
	 The	final	blow	to	the	prosecution	came	
when	 the	 D.A.	 admitted	 that	 the	 Lake	
County	Sheriff’s	Office	conveniently	lost	
the	recording	of	Perdock’s	911	call	that	
night!
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sailing	schools.	If	we	didn’t,	we’d	suggest	they	look	in	our	advertiser	
index.	Now	we	just	say,	“Go	to	gosailingsf.org,	because	it’s	all	there!”	
Next	time	someone	asks	you	similar	questions,	we	hope	you	will	refer	
them	there,	too.
		 Just	as	gosailing.org	spun	out	of	the	Sailing	Renaissance,	the	Media	
Regatta	 spun	out	 of	gosailing.org.	 Local	marine	photographer	Erik	
Simonson	(www.h2oshots.com)	came	up	with	the	idea	for	this	event,	
to	be	held	off	McCovey	Cove	during	a	Giants-A’s	game	this	month.	
The	plan	is	to	put	local	media	personalities	on	a	dozen	or	more	boats	
and	hold	a	few	‘races’	that	will	be	flashed	up	on	the	JumboTron	in	the	
stadium,	and	on	TV	coverage	periodically	through	the	game	—	as	well	
as	utilized	in	local	newscasts	later	in	the	week.	In	another	example	of	
bad/good,	yin/yang,	the	departure	of	Barry	Bonds	last	season	actually	
played	a	key	role	in	this	development	—	with	so	few	homers	splashing	
into	the	Cove	this	year,	the	‘cove	cam’	just	isn’t	as	busy	as	in	seasons	
past,	and	there’s	more	dead	air	time,	and	an	opening	.	.	.	
		 “A	key	concept	in	this	is	to	build	a	bridge	between	the	sailing	com-
munity	and	the	local	media	that	will	benefit	everyone,”	says	Simon-

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 The	 judge	 in	 the	 case	—	J.	Michael	
Byrne	—	ruled	that	the	personnel	records	
of	former	Sheriff’s	Sergeant	Jim	Beland	
must	 be	 entered	 into	 evidence,	 as	 it’s	
claimed	 that	he	was	fired	 for	 testifying	
that	he	was	ordered	not	to	give	Perdock	
a	Breathalyzer	at	the	scene.	
	 Byrne	also	expressed	concern	over	the	
prosecution’s	ridiculous	claim	that	they	
won’t	have	enough	time	to	fully	investi-
gate	 all	 this	 ‘new’	 evidence	by	 the	new	
June	30	trial	date.	A	hearing	will	be	held	
on	June	12,	at	which	time	the	prosecu-
tion	will	hopefully,	if	they	come	to	their	
feeble	senses,	dismiss	 the	case	against	
Dinius.
	 While	 that	 would	 be	 welcome	 news,	
Bismarck	Dinius’	 life	 is	 just	as	quickly	
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son.	“The	Giants,	for	example,	have	a	huge	fan	base	that	comes	from	
as	far	away	as	Nevada	and	Oregon	to	watch	home	games.	They	see	
boats	sailing	on	the	Bay	but	may	not	have	a	clue	how	to	get	out	there	
themselves.	With	cooperative	programs	like	this,	and	future	McCovey	
Cove	events,	they’ll	be	able	to	find	out	—	during	the	games!”
	 The	Giants	themselves	have	embraced	the	regatta	idea	and	their	
own	broacast	team	members	may	take	part	in	future	regattas.	“Ide-
ally,	we’d	like	to	see	it	become	an	integral	part	of	the	Giants	year,	and	
a	fun	‘must-do’	rivalry	for	broadcast	personalities,”	says	Simonson.
	 Like	we	say,	this	is	a	brand	new	event	—	so	the	exact	date	had	
not	been	finalized	at	presstime.	But	here’s	how	organizers	hope	it	will	
work.	A	contingent	of	boats	with	local	media	personalities	on	the	crews	
will	parade	through	the	cove	before	the	game,	along	with	a	contingent	
of	boats	from	the	BAADS	fleet	—	the	Bay	Area	Association	of	Disabled	
Sailors.	(In	another	example	of	boaters	working	together,	the	J/105,	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Despite her smile, TIDA 
Director Mirian Saez is not 
at all happy at the state 
of affairs in Clipper Cove. 
This was the second boat 
to have sunk there within 
seven days. On the day 
of our visit, there were no 
fewer than 24 boats moored 
in the Cove, most of which 
had been there for more 
than a month. Removing the 
wrecks costs TIDA — and 
taxpayers — about $20,000 
every year.

crumbling.	His	 family	and	 friends	have	
rallied	 around	 him,	 and	 hundreds	 of	
generous	strangers	have	donated	to	his	
defense	fund,	but	he	was	forced	to	resign	
from	his	job	in	high	level	tech	support	at	
a	major	telecommunications	company	at	
the	end	of	May.	“I	applied	for	a	leave	of	
absence	to	deal	with	the	trial	—	I	actually	
expected	it	to	start	on	May	19,”	Bismarck	
told	us.	“Unfortunately,	the	request	was	
denied	 and	 I	 was	 asked	 to	 tender	 my	
resignation.”	Having	left	on	good	terms,	
Dinius	 will	 be	 eligible	 for	 rehire	 in	 six	
months,	but	with	a	mounting	pile	of	legal	
bills,	his	battle	is	far	from	over.
	 We	know	times	are	tough	for	everyone	
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	 There	are	big	changes	afoot	at	Clipper	Cove,	and	we	 found	out	
about	them	thanks	to	a	letter	we	never	got.	Seems	an	angry	boater	
had	heard	rumors	that	the	Treasure	Island	Development	Authority	
was	going	create	“permitting	headaches	 for	 the	honest	boaters”	of	
the	Bay	Area,	so	he	wrote	a	vitriolic	email	to	TIDA	protesting	these	
rumored	changes,	cc’ing	a	non-existent	Latitude 38	email	address.
	 Concerned	about	 incorrect	 information’s	being	disseminated	 to	
the	public,	TIDA	Director	Mirian	Saez	contacted	us	to	set	the	record	
straight.	“Our	goal	as	caretakers	of	Treasure	Island	and	Clipper	Cove	
is	to	create	an	environment	where	all	boaters	have	an	equal	oppor-
tunity	to	access	the	Cove	for	recreational	purposes,”	she	told	us.	
	 For	years,	Clipper	Cove	has	been	the	repository	for	derelict	boats	
and	for	those	too	cheap	to	pay	for	a	marina	slip.	(Treasure	Isle	Marina	
manager	Roger	Ladwig	confirmed	that	he	has	a	number	of	permanent	
and	transient	slips	available	in	a	range	of	sizes.)	The	derelicts	pose	
the	biggest	risk	—	they	often	break	free	from	their	moorings,	playing	
bumper	boats	with	other	anchored	vessels,	and/or	sink.	When	we	met	
with	Saez	in	early	May,	two	boats	had	sunk	in	the	previous	week.	
	 Of	course	when	a	boat	sinks,	it	not	only	pollutes	the	waters	with	
anything	that	might	be	in	onboard	tanks	—	fuel	or	waste	—	but	it	also	
creates	a	hazard	for	other	boaters.	If	these	boats	were	never	removed,	
Clipper	Cove	would	look	like	an	ancient	elephant	graveyard,	with	nary	
a	spot	to	drop	the	hook.	As	it	is,	old	wrecks	eat	anchors	every	year,	
as	the	local	divers	hired	to	retrieve	them	will	happily	tell	you.
	 The	other	issue	with	boats	stored	in	the	Cove	long-term	is	space.	
Most	of	these	boats	are	moored	close	in	to	shore,	taking	advantage	of	a	
windbreak	created	by	the	land	and	trees.	This	forces	recreational	boat-
ers	stopping	in	for	the	day	or	weekend	to	anchor	farther	out,	directly	
in	the	path	of	the	wind	funnel	that	whips	over	the	isthmus	connecting	
Yerba	Buena	and	Treasure	Islands.	Anchoring	can	be	tricky	when	the	

wind	is	howling	and	you’d	better	set	that	anchor	well.
	 Pollution	in	the	form	of	raw	sewage	pumped	from	these	boats	
is	not	an	insignificant	concern	either.	“We	want	to	make	sure	these	
waters	are	clean	for	everyone,	including	swimmers,”	Saez	said.
	 To	that	end,	TIDA	is	indeed	working	on	a	plan	for	the	Cove.	
The	goal	is	not to	inconvenience	daysailors	and	weekenders,	but	
rather	allow	TIDA	the	authority	to	prevent	boats	from	taking	up	
permanent	residence	in	the	Cove,	thus	opening	up	more	room	
for	those	wanting	to	use	the	harbor	responsibly.
	 The	idea	is	to	require	permits	to	anchor	in	the	Cove.	Now	
don’t	get	your	sailing	shorts	in	a	twist.	A	permit	would	not	be	
required	for	the	first	24	hours	of	a	visit,	and,	for	those	staying	
longer,	the	free	three-day	permit	would	be	renewable	for	up	to	
two	weeks.	TIDA	also	hopes	to	implement	an	online	permitting	
procedure,	but	that’s	still	in	development.	As	it	stands,	boaters	

will	be	able	to	get	a	permit	through	the	marina	or	TIDA’s	office	in	the	
Administration	Building	on	shore.
	 Saez	was	quite	emphatic	that	the	plan	is	not	meant	to	discourage	
boaters	 from	visiting	Clipper	Cove.	Quite	 the	opposite.	She	hopes	
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J/120	and	Catalina	34	fleets	have	all	committed	 to	making	boats	
available	for	the	event,	and	South	Beach	YC	has	offered	to	host	it.)	
The	parade	as	well	as	periodic	‘mini-races’	will	be	shown	on	the	big	
screen	in	the	stadium,	while	Giants	announcers	(supplied	with	info	
sheets	on	who’s	who	and	what’s	what)	will	provide	‘color’,	and	put	in	
plugs	for	both	gosailingsf.org	and	BAADS.
	 All	the	foregoing	has	occurred	in	just	the	last	four	months	or	so.	
We	can’t	wait	to	see	what	the	Renaissance	men	(and	women)	come	
up	with	next.		

— jr

cleaning up clipper cove 
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‘Beverage Consultant’ Amy Kubasak, owner Dirk 
Alton, Miran Saez and manager Matt DeSilva won’t 
be the only ones smiling at the return of a T.I. cafe.

right	now,	but	we’re	hoping	you’ll	find	it	
in	your	heart	to	donate	—	even	a	small	
amount	 —	 to	 Bismarck’s	 legal	 defense	
fund.	If	every	person	who	is	outraged	by	
this	abortion	of	justice	sent	just	$5	—	the	
price	of	a	coffee	drink	at	Starbucks	—	Bis-
marck	 would	 have	 plenty	 to	 cover	 his	
expenses.	Please	send	your	check	made	
out	to	Bismarck	Dinius,	with	“Bismarck	
Dinius	Defense	Fund”	in	the	memo	sec-
tion,	to	Sierra	Central	Credit	Union,	Attn:	
Brian	Foxworthy,	Branch	Manager,	306	
N.	Sunrise	Ave.,	Roseville,	CA	95661.
	 Watch	‘Lectronic Latitude	for	the	latest	
developments	in	the	case.

— ladonna
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june fun
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	 In	San	Francisco	Bay,	there	are	rocks	and	then	there	are	Rocks.	
Alcatraz	has	long	been	known	as	The	Rock,	even	though	it’s	an	island.	
Likewise,	racers	often	refer	to	the	Farallon	Islands	as	the	Rock	Pile,	
or	Southeast	Farallon	as	the	Rock.	We’ve	also	heard	Red	
Rock	called	‘the	Rock’	even	though	—	again	—	it’s	really	
an	island.
	 Now	 that	 that’s	out	of	 the	way,	we	can	address	 the	
interesting	query	from	a	reader	about	where	the	‘hazard	
to	navigation’	rocks	are	in	San	Francisco	Bay,	and	which	
ones	 sailors	 should	 be	 particularly	 concerned	 about.	
Oddly,	this	is	the	first	time	we’ve	ever	gotten	this	question	
and	it	took	a	bit	of	head	scratching	to	come	up	with	a	list,	
since	not	all	of	the	‘hittable’	rocks	are	noted	on	charts,	and	
not	all	notable	rocks	are	hittable.	Anyway,	here’s	what	we	
came	up	with.
	 Blossom Rock —	The	sailing	ship	Blossom	is	hardly	the	
only	ship	that	came	to	grief	on	the	submerged	rock	off	the	
northeast	‘corner’	of	San	Francisco.	But	her	1826	demise	
gave	the	rock	its	name.	Roughly	180	feet	long	by	100	feet	
wide,	and	lurking	only	a	fathom	underwater	at	low	tide,	
Blossom	Rock	would	continue	to	sink	or	damage	ships	for	
almost	another	half-century	before	a	bid	was	awarded	to	
blow	the	thing	up.	In	a	hugely	elaborate	scheme	—	and	
a	hugely	popular	public	event	—	a	giant	cofferdam	was	
erected	around	the	rock,	the	water	pumped	out,	23	tons	
of	blasting	powder	(in	barrels)	placed	and,	on	April	22,	
1870,	the	switch	thrown.	The	ensuing	blast	sent	tons	of	
mud	and	water	high	into	the	air,	and	was	followed	closely	
by	the	cheers,	bell	ringing	and	shots	fired	into	the	air	by	
the	estimated	50,000	to	60,000	people	who	had	gathered	
on	land	and	water	to	witness	the	event.	Today,	the	Blos-
som	Rock	buoy	still	marks	the	spot,	but	only	deep-draft	
commercial	ships	need	worry	about	the	24-ft	depth	over	
what	remains	of	the	rock	itself.	
	 Harding Rock —	The	ubiquitous	buoy	used	as	a	mark	
in	so	many	racing	courses	actually	marks	the	position	of	
an	underwater	rock.	Located	roughly	halfway	between	the	
Golden	Gate	and	Angel	 Island,	Harding	 is	actually	one	
of	a	trio	of	three	rocks	—	Shag	Rock	and	Arch	Rock	to	
the	south	being	the	other	two.	All	three	rocks	have	been	
blasted	down	to	about	35	feet.	Obviously,	these	pose	no	
danger	to	yachts,	or	most	ships	except	the	deepest-laden	
tankers.	About	once	a	decade,	the	 idea	of	 lowering	the	
rocks	to	bottom	level	—	about	80	feet	in	that	area	—	is	
discussed,	but	with	a	$20	million-price	tag	(as	of	2000)	
it’s	never	gotten	past	the	talking	stage.	Fortunately,	the	
San	Francisco	Bar	Pilots	keep	deep-draft	ships	well	clear	
of	the	‘three	amigo’	rocks.	Incidentally,	Harding	Rock	was	

	 Lots	of	fun	stuff	is	happening	on	the	
water	this	month	—	and	we	don’t	mean	
just	racing.	First	and	foremost,	don’t	for-
get	Sailstice	on	the	solstice.	That’s	right,	
June	21	marks	the	first	day	of	summer.	It	
is	also	the	longest	day	of	the	year,	which	
makes	it	perfect	for	Summer	Sailstice,	the	
celebration	of	sailing	now	in	its	ninth	year	
that	has	caught	on	worldwide	(except	in	
the	Southern	Hemisphere,	they	celebrate	
Winter	Sailstice!).	
	 All	 you	 have	 to	 do	 is	 to	 go	 sailing	
anytime	 that	 weekend	 (June	 20-21)	 to	
be	part	of	something	pretty	big	and	cool.	
Plus	 if	 you	 really	 want	 to	 plug	 in,	 you	
can	take	part	in	any	number	of	Sailstice-
specific	events	around	the	Bay,	the	nexus	
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that	by	forcing	the	derelicts	out,	and	preventing	them	from	taking	up	
residence	again,	more	“responsible	boaters”	will	want	to	visit.	
	 The	details	are	not	nailed	down	yet,	and	Saez	would	like	to	hear	
the	opinions	and	suggestions	of	those	who	use	the	Cove.	Contact	her	
at	(415)	274-0660	or	by	email	at	mirian.saez@sfgov.org.
	 Incidentally,	the	cafe	in	the	marina’s	parking	lot	should	have	had	
its	grand	reopening	by	the	time	you	read	this.	The	Treasure	Island	
Bar	&	Grill	will	feature	not	only	tasty	treats,	but	those	of	the	liquid	
—	and	alcoholic	—	variety	as	well.	All	the	more	reason	to	stop	in	for	
a	visit.

— ladonna

clipper cove — cont’d
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on the bay rocks — cont’d
named	for	President	Warren	Harding,	who	died	in	San	Francisco	in	
1923.	Also	incidentally,	the	Little	Harding	buoy	is	a	channel	marker.	
There’s	no	rock	under	it.
	 Anita Rock —	Yes,	there’s	a	rock	under	that	 ‘permanent	buoy’	
located	off	Crissy	Field.	 Its	highest	nub	 is	 inshore	of	 the	buoy,	so	
always	stay	on	the	Bay	side	of	the	marker.	
	 Mile Rock —	Not	really	 ‘in	the	Bay’	and	hardly	something	you	
could	miss,	Mile	Rock,	located	three	miles	outside	the	Golden	Gate	
(but	just	one	mile	off	the	shipping	lane,	thus	the	name),	nevertheless	
has	a	fascinating	history.	The	lighthouse	there	traces	its	roots	back	to	
February,	1901,	when,	at	night	and	in	thick	fog,	the	sidewheeler	City 
of Rio de Janeiro	hit	rocks	somewhere	on	the	south	side	of	the	channel	
and	sank	in	just	eight	minutes.	The	128	souls	(of	250	aboard)	who	
went	down	with	her	make	the	Rio’s	loss	the	worst	peacetime	disaster	
in	Bay	history.	It	was	thought	that	if	a	lighthouse	and	fog	signal	had	
been	available	on	her	approach,	the	tragedy	might	have	been	avoided.	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

of	which	will	once	again	be	the	Treasure	
Island	Sailing	Center.	There	will	be	music,	
food,	sailboat	rides	all	day	long,	sailing/
boardsailing	races	and	demonstrations,	
and	 various	 sponsor	 booths	 —	 all	 of	 it	
absolutely	free	(well,	except	the	food,	you	
have	to	pay	for	that).	
	 One	highlight	—	back	by	popular	de-
mand	 —	 is	 a	 boatbuilding	 competition	
and	race.	Sailstice	organizers	are	looking	
for	four	or	five	three-person	teams	for	this.	
The	boats	are	built	out	of	wood	and	teams	
can	bring	a	pre-made	‘rig’	with	them.	Two	
people	from	each	team	then	sail	or	row	
the	boats	at	the	end	of	the	day.	The	crowd	
loved	 this	event	 last	year	and	 lined	 the	

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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Three	years	later,	the	job	was	bid	out,	but	when	the	contractor	and	
his	crew	were	ferried	out	to	the	wind-	and	wave-swept	rock,	they	all	
quit.	So	the	powers	that	be	went	down	to	the	Embarcadero	and	hired	
a	bunch	of	sailors.	After	lots	of	slipping	and	sliding,	the	sailor	crew	
managed	to	blow	the	top	of	the	rock	off	and	lay	the	foundations	for	
what,	at	the	time,	was	said	to	be	one	of	the	most	handsome	lighthouses	
on	either	coast.	After	it	was	automated	in	the	mid-‘60s,	the	pretty	
top	half	was	cut	off	to	allow	for	a	helicopter	pad.	All	that	remains	is	
the	squat	orange	and	white	structure	you	see	today.	And	just	so	you	
know,	inshore	of	Mile	Rock	is	a	minefield	of	rocks	that	has	claimed	
many	boats	and	ships	over	the	years.	Do	not	go	in	there.
	 Red Rock — Red	Rock	itself	is	an	island,	not	a	rock.	But	there	
are	lots	of	rocks	around	it	that	are	hittable,	and	people	do	it	all	the	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

shore	to	watch.	If	you’re	a	shipwright	or	
handy	with	wood	and	working	on	boats,	
and	are	interested	in	taking	part,	please	
contact	arianepaul@yahoo.com	or	 john@
summersailstice.com.
	 	 Everything	 else	 you	 might	 want	 to	
know	 about	 Summer	 Sailstice,	 includ-
ing	all	the	cool	prizes	you	could	win,	can	
be	 found	 at	 www.summersailstice.com.	
For	 what	 it’s	 worth,	 Summer	 Sailstice	
at	 Treasure	 Island	 is	 the	 absolute	best	
place	beginning	sailors	can	go	 for	 their	
first	exposure	to	the	sport.	It’s	not	about	
lessons	or	pressure	or	any	of	that.	It’s	just	

Wakes from passing ships, tugs, ferries and the like are a fact of life on our busy Bay. Here the crew of an 
Express 27, competing in last month’s Elite Keel Regatta, show good form dealing with a tug wake in the 
same way Lord Nelson dealt with enemy men of war: “Never mind the maneuvers, just go straight at ‘em.”
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	 Given	the	struggling	economy,	we	had	no	idea	what	to	expect	when	
the	Baja	Ha-Ha	website	opened	for	entries	on	May	1.	But	based	on	
the	2.5	weeks	since	then,	during	which	time	58	paid	entries	had	been	
received,	it	looks	as	though	there	might	be	another	fine	fleet	setting	
sail	from	San	Diego	on	October	26.	Indeed,	with	continuing	unemploy-

continued on outside column of next sightings page

baja ha-ha turns ‘sweet sixteen’

time	when	the	island	is	used	for	a	racing	mark.	So	steer	well	clear.	
Red	Rock	has	a	fascinating	history	that	includes	manganese	mining	
(that’s	why	it’s	red),	a	hermit	who	lived	there	and	claimed	the	island	
as	his,	and	an	early	survey	job	that	ended	with	three	counties	abut-
ting	each	other	there	—	Marin,	Contra	Costa	and	a	long	tendril	of	
San	Francisco	County	still	intersect	at	the	island’s	highest	point.
	 Castro Rocks — Castro	Rocks,	an	outcropping	just	north	of	the	
Richmond	Long	Wharf,	is	another	boat	biter.	There’s	a	buoy	mark-
ing	them,	but	race	boats	like	to	go	inside	the	buoy	to	avoid	the	ebb.	
If	you’ve	ever	been	there	during	a	low	tide,	you’ll	know	that’s	a	dicey	
thing	to	do.
	 Cone Rock — Located	in	Richardson	Bay,	Cone	Rock	is	actually	
made	up	of	three	points,	and	the	Coast	Guard	built	their	light	on	the	
highest	one.	The	others	are	on	the	south	side.	The	most	southerly	of	
the	‘points’	sometimes	breaks	the	surface	at	very	low	tide.
	 Elephant Rock — The	only	way	you	could	hit	Elephant	Rock	by	
mistake	is	if	the	boat	was	on	autopilot	and	you	were	below	making	
lattes.	(D’oh!)	Located	a	literal	stone’s	throw	off	the	Tiburon	shoreline,	
Elephant	Rock,	attached	to	land	by	a	small	bridge,	is	a	popular	fishing	
spot	and	great	photo-op	spot	for	CYC	races.
	 The Needles — Again,	you’d	have	to	really	be	out	of	it	to	hit	the	
Needles,	those	picturesque	rocks	tucked	close	to	shore	between	the	
North	tower	of	the	Golden	Gate	and	Horseshoe	Cove.	So	keep	your	
eyes	open	and	stay	well	clear.	
	 “Little Alcatraz” —	Located	a	few	hundred	yards	west	of	the	north	
tip	of	Alcatraz,	this	little	rock	is	awash	at	high	tide	and	well	out	of	
the	water	at	low.	In	other	words,	you	can	plainly	see	the	rock	or	swirl	
above	it	during	all	tidal	cycles.	Despite	that,	it	probably	accounts	for	
more	damage	to	modern	boats	than	any	other	single	rock	in	the	Bay,	
with	sometimes	several	boats	a	year	 (at	 least	 that	we	hear	about)	
smacking	into	it.	
	 “Irv’s Rock” —	This	rock,	located	near	the	end	of	the	San	Francisco	
Marina	jetty,	was	named	for	the	late	Irv	Loube,	who	hit	it	during	a	
Big	Boat	Series	in	the	‘70s	in	one	of	his	Bravuras.	There	used	to	be	
a	buoy	there	to	mark	the	suspect	area,	but	we	haven’t	noticed	one	
in	awhile,	nor	have	we	heard	reports	of	further	strikes,	so	this	rock	
—	or	whatever	it	was	—	may	have	moved	or	shoaled	over.
	 “Stormvogel Rock” —	Again,	an	unofficial	name	for	an	underwater	
speed	bump	located	between	the	South	Tower	of	the	Golden	Gate	and	
Fort	Point.	It	was	named	for	the	beautiful	75-ft	South	African	ketch	
Stormvogel,	which	hit	it	sometime	back	in	the	‘60s.	
	 These	are	the	main	‘rocks’	that	we	could	think	of	that	Bay	sailors	
should	be	aware	of.	(Did	we	miss	any?	Let	us	know.)	Of	course,	there	
are	many	other	unnamed	rocks	or	outcroppings	in	our	local	waters,	
but	most	are	off	the	beaten	track	or	so	close	inshore	that	it	would	be	
foolish	to	sail	there	in	the	first	place.	One	final	caution:	don’t	sail	too	
close	to	points	of	land	like	Belvedere	Point	and	Point	Blunt	on	Angel	
Island,	as	there	are	rocks	well	out	into	the	water	in	those	areas.	Both	
these	points	are	marked	by	buoys	for	this	exact	reason.	In	those	ar-
eas	—	and	any	other	point	with	a	buoy	close	offshore	—	always pass 
outside the buoy.	
	 Don’t	say	we	didn’t	warn	ya.	

— jr

a	celebration	of	sailing	by	people	who	love	
it	and	want	to	share	it	with	others.
	 Next	on	the	June	docket	is	the	Wooden	
Boat	Show	put	on	by	the	Master	Mariners	
Benevolent	Association.	You’ve	seen	the	
beautiful	 classic	 yachts	 this	 organiza-
tion	 exists	 to	 preserve	 grace	 the	 pages	
of	 Latitude	 many	 times,	 particularly	 in	
this	month’s	issue	where	we	cover	their	
famous	Memorial	Day	Regatta	starting	on	
page	92.	The	boat	show	is	a	great	opportu-
nity	to	see	these	lovely	boats	up	close	and	
talk	to	their	dedicated	owners.	Time	and	

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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ment	issues	in	the	States,	and	a	buck	still	going	a	long	way	south	of	
the	border,	the	Mexican	option	is	looking	more	appealing	than	ever	
to	some	folks.
	 For	those	who	might	be	new	to	sailing,	the	Baja	Ha-Ha,	now	in	its	
16th	year,	is	the	approximately	750-mile	cruisers’	rally	from	San	Diego	

to	Cabo	San	Lucas,	with	
R&R	stops	at	Turtle	Bay	
and	 spectacular	 Bahia	
Santa	Maria.	A	cruisers’	
rally	means	that	you	can	
motor	 at	 any	 time	 for	
safety	 or	 comfort,	 and	
that	 the	 worst	 you	 can	
finish	 is	 third	 in	 your	
division.	Indeed,	the	way	
the	 Ha-Ha	 folks	 see	 it,	
everyone	who	finishes	is	
a	winner.	The	goal	of	the	
Ha-Ha	is	for	everyone	to	
have	a	safe	and	fun	trip	
to	 Cabo,	 and	 to	 make	
hundreds	of	new	sailing	
friends	 along	 the	 way.	

For	newer	cruisers,	it’s	a	fabulous	opportunity	to	hone	one’s	skills	
and	benefit	from	the	experience	of	the	more	experienced	cruisers.
	 The	Ha-Ha	is	open	to	boats	27	feet	or	over	that	were	designed,	built	
and	have	been	maintained	for	offshore	sailing.	Each	boat	must	have	
at	least	two	crew	with	overnight	offshore	experience.	While	folks	have	
to	be	ready	for	anything	when	sailing	offshore,	over	the	years	Ha-Ha	
conditions	have	overwhelmingly	been	 light	 to	moderate	winds	and	
seas	from	astern.	Of	the	45	Ha-Ha	legs	to	date,	only	three	of	them	
involved	any	upwind	sailing.	It’s	always	coolish	when	the	fleet	leaves	
San	Diego,	but	tropically	warm	by	the	time	it	arrives	in	Cabo.
	 Unlike	most	two-week	rallies	or	races,	which	cost	over	$1,000,	the	
Ha-Ha	entry	fee	is	just	$350.	If	your	boat	is	under	35	feet	or	you’re	
under	35	years	of	age,	it’s	only	$300.	What	do	you	get	in	return	for	
your	entry	fee?	For	starters,	you	get	a	swag	bag	like	you’ve	never	seen,	
discounts	in	the	States	and	Mexico	that	can	easily	exceed	the	price	of	
the	entry	fee,	morning	roll	calls	and	professional	weather	forecasts,	
a	chance	to	be	part	of	a	fabulous	and	responsible	group	of	sailors,	
and	much	more.	Many	Ha-Ha	participants	will	be	doing	the	event	for	
their	third,	fourth	or	fifth	times,	and	each	year	a	number	of	Ha-Ha	
boats	sail	back	up	to	California	in	order	to	do	it	all	over	again.
	 The	average	 length	of	a	Ha-Ha	entry	 is	always	between	42	and	
44	feet,	and	most	are	built	by	well-known	manufacturers.	 Indeed,	
this	year	 there	will	be	at	 least	nine	Catalinas	 from	Northern	Cali-
fornia	alone.	The	smallest	entry	so	far	this	year	is	Siempre Sabado,	
Stephen	Yoder’s	Newport,	Oregon-based	Westsail	28.	The	biggest	is	
Bob	Callaway’s	Pleasant	Harbor,	Washington-based	MacGregor	65PH	
Braveheart.	Perhaps	most	surprising	is	that	15%	of	the	entries	to	date	
have	been	multihulls:	Paul	Martson’s	Ventura-based	Corsair	31	tri	
Sally Lightfoot,	Thor	and	Tanya	Temme’s	Nawiliwili-based	45-ft	cat	
rigged	tri	Meshach,	Craig	Wiese’s	San	Diego-based	Kennex	445	Gato 
Go,	Robert	Brass’s	Toledo,	Ohio-based	Sunchaser	58	cat	The Brass 
Ring,	Harold	Dean’s	San	Francisco-based	Seawind	1000	Stray Cat,	
Glenn	Twitchell’s	Newport	Beach-based	Lagoon	380	cat	Beach Access,	
and	Arjan	Bok’s	Emeryville-based	Lidgard	43	cat	Rotkat.
	 What’s	going	to	make	the	multi	division	so	interesting	this	year	is	
that	a	bunch	of	catamarans	from	last	year	are	planning	to	return	to	
California	over	the	summer	to	do	the	Ha-Ha	again	this	fall.	Among	
them	are	Steve	May’s	Gualala-based	Corsair	 42	 Endless Summer,	
Jim	and	Kent	Milski’s	San	Francisco-based	Schionning	49	Sea Level,	

place	are	June	28	at	the	Corinthian	YC	in	
Tiburon	from	10	to	4	p.m.	Admission	is	
$10	and	CYC’s	outdoor	bar	and	grill	will	
be	open	for	lunch.
	 Finally,	 at	month’s	 end,	 there	 is	 the	
inaugural	Latitude 38	Delta	Doo	Dah,	a	
fleet	cruise	for	30	boats	to	our	own	lovely	
California	Delta	for	a	week	of	rollin’	on	the	
rivers,	climaxing	with	the	Fourth	of	July	
fireworks	show	at	Mandeville	Tip.	
	 To	 get	 a	 feel	 for	 what	 we	 hope	 will	
become	an	annual	event,	we	capped	the	
entry	list	at	30	boats	this	first	year,	and	
that	was	filled	pretty	much	overnight.	So	

Arjan Bok of the Emeryville-based ‘Rotkat’ with 
his friend Jim Milski of the Berkeley-based 
Schionning 49 ‘Sea Level’.

Bok did the ‘00 Ha-Ha with his Newport 33 ‘Tiger Bee-
tle’, then came home and built his rocket-fast Lidgard 
43 (spread) from scratch. Milski built his Schionning 
49  (above) from kit form and did the Ha-Ha last year. 
While the Ha-Ha is primarily about safety, these two 
cats will be going at each other — and all the other 
multihulls — in super-friendly competition.
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Wayne	Hendryx	and	Carol	Baggerly’s	Hughes	45	Capricorn Cat,	Greg	
Dorland	and	Debbie	Macrorie’s	Tahoe-based	Catana	52	Escapade,	
and	Latitude’s	Surfin’	63	catamaran	Profligate.	As	has	been	the	case	
for	the	last	12	years,	Profligate	will	be	the	mothership.	The	publisher	
of	Latitude	will,	for	the	15th	year,	serve	as	the	Grand	Poobah,	Andy	
Turpin	will	be	the	Assistant	Poobah,	and	Doña	de	Mallorca	will	be	
the	Chief	of	Security.
	 The	final	deadline	to	enter	the	rally	is	September	10,	so	if	you’re	
ready	to	escape	the	madness	of	the	workaday	world	this	fall,	we	sug-
gest	you	shanghai	a	fun-loving	crew	and	sign	up	soon	for	the	Sweet	
Sixteen	at	www.baja-haha.com.	(Look	for	the	“Register”	button	on	the	
homepage.)	And	make	note	that	slip	assignments	in	Cabo	are	offered	
based	on	the	chronological	order	in	which	boats	sign	up.

— the grand poobah
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if	you	didn’t	sign	up,	you	can’t	go.	We	just	
wanted	to	rub	it	in.	
	 For	more	on	cruising	the	Delta	on	your	
own	this	summer,	see	the	article	that	starts	
on	page	104.	For	more	on	the	Doo	Dah,	
as	 well	 as	 Delta	 resources,	 go	 to	 www.
deltadoodah.com, follow	 the	 goings-on	
as	they’re	happening	during	the	event	at	
www.twitter.com/deltadoodah,	and	check	
out	the	recap	article	in	the	August	issue.	
And	then	maybe	you	won’t	procrastinate	
so	long	when	it	comes	time	to	sign	up	next	
year.	

— jr
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