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Sticky Note
Welcome to the June 2014 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Peter Weaver, of Santa Barbara, gives some older members of the Santa Barbara YC their first taste of Caribbean sailing aboard his Herreshoff Bounty ketch 'Tamasha' during this year's Antigua Classic Regatta. (More on the Weavers and their far flung sailing adventures with 'Tamasha' next month.) 

Photo by Tim Wright courtesy of 'Tamasha'
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COME CHECK US OUT!

YOU ARE INVITED TO

F  Prime deep water double-fingered 
concrete slips from 30’ to 100’. 

F  Great Estuary location in the heart  
of beautiful Alameda Island. 

F  Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled. 

F  Free pump-out station open 24/7. 
F  Full-service Marine Center and  

haul-out facility. 
F  Free parking. 
F  Free on-site WiFi.
And much more...

Directory of Grand Marina Tenants
  

 
  

  
  

 

Come and see what Grand Marina and the beautiful island Come and see what Grand Marina and the beautiful island 

of Alameda has to offer: Be sure to reserve a spot in advance 

by calling 510.865.1200 or email marina@grandmarina.com.  by calling 510.865.1200 or email marina@grandmarina.com.  

Highly desirable, very rare 53' non liveaboard slip available. Highly desirable, very rare 53' non liveaboard slip available. 

510.865.1200
Leasing Office Open Daily
2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.comG
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WE ARE A TRULY UNIQUE, WORLD-CLASS 

MARINA, NESTLED IN THE TRANQUILITY 

OF THE ALAMEDA ESTUARY. 

June 21



How about today?

*Powered by Pineapples

Roy and Melinda Samuelson don’t usually 
race Someday, their Islander 36. But in 
addition to plenty of cruising on San Fran-
cisco Bay, they are having fun competing in 
the non-spinnaker division of Oakland Yacht 
Club’s Sweet 16 beer can series.

The club divides the 16 Wednesday night 
races into two 8-race sub-series, and 
Someday, with a new main and jib from 
Pineapple Sails, placed first in last year’s 
second half. And Someday is currently in 
first place in her division at the start of this 
year’s series.

The Samuelsons have the right formula for 
Someday everyday: get a good old boat 
(theirs was built in 1980), upgrade and main-
tain it, buy a new set of sails, cruise often 
with friends and family, and find a few fun 
races to make their sailing just that much 
more exciting.

If you’ve been thinking about getting those 
new sails someday, how about today? Give 
us a call or, better yet, stop by to see sail-
making in action and get a quote for Pine-
apple Sails for your boat.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at West Marine in Oakland or Alameda 
and at Inland Sailing Company in Rancho Cordova.

Like us on Facebook.
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Cover: Peter Weaver, of Santa Barbara, gives some older members of the 
Santa Barbara YC their fi rst taste of Caribbean sailing aboard his Herreshoff 
Bounty ketch Tamasha during this year's Antigua Classic Regatta. (More on Tamasha during this year's Antigua Classic Regatta. (More on Tamasha
the Weavers and their far fl ung sailing adventures with Tamasha next month.) Tamasha next month.) Tamasha

Photo by Tim Wright courtesy of Tamasha
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identifi cation of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifi cally request them; copies will work just fi ne. 
Notifi cation time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specifi c information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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B O A T
LOANS

   from

Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770
In Southern California call

JEFF LONG

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com

Loans will be arranged or made pursuant to a 
California Finance Lenders License #605 1871.



1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #101 
Alameda, CA 

p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

POWER & SAIL NEW BOAT SALES • BROkERAgE • CONCIERgE OWNER’S SERvICES • ChARTER PLACEmENT

www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

TWO LOCATIONS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CATAMARANS

380   39   400   421   450   52   560   620

BENETEAU BROKERAGE
OCEANIS 473 2006 PENDING
OCEANIS 473 2005 $219,000
OCEANIS 423 2004 $165,000
OCEANIS 393 2003 SOLD
OCEANIS 37 2012 PENDING
FIRST 40.7 2000 PENDING
FIRST 305 1988 $30,000 
FIRST 25 2013 $89,000

EXCLUSIVE BROKERAGE
ISLAND PACKET 485 2006 $549,000
CATALINA 470 2005 $297,000
HUNTER 466 2006 $225,000
JEANNEAU 45 2007 $225,000
JEANNEAU 43 DS 2003 $179,000
HUNTER 42 2002 $147,000
BALTIC 38 1983 $125,000
ISLANDER 36 1973 $32,500
ISLANDER 36 1972 $33,750
ERICSON 35 1977 $29,900
TARTAN 3400 2007 $164,888
ALERION EXPRESS 33 2009 $179,000
ALERION EXPRESS 28 2004 $79,500

POWER BROKERAGE
OFFSHORE 58 1995 $795,000
CAMARGUE 48 1988 $248,888
NORDIC TUG 37 1999 $189,900
COBALT 263 2002 $49,000
GRADY WHITE 222 2002 $39,000

ALERION EXPRESS 33, 2009
Asking $169,000

SELECT
BROKERAGE

BENETEAU 473, 2005
Asking $219,000

June 7: 
Seminars 
GPS Operation 
Boat as a Business 
Passage Yachts, Pt. Richmond

June 14-15: 
Open Boat Weekend 
Marina Village, Alameda

June 21: 
Summer Sailstice Celebration 
Encinal Yacht Club, Alameda 
www.summersailstice.com/sf

Lagoon 400
At Our Docks

June Events Calendar

Time to 
upgrade your 
current boat?

We’ve got the 
simple solution:

• Trade in your boat 
on a new Beneteau

• Or list it with us 
for a fast sale

This summer you could be sailing…

First boat… First love…
Oceanis 48 Oceanis 45 Oceanis 38

First 20 First 25s Oceanis 31



❏ eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

❏ Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
 Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

❏ Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.) 

❏ Third Class Renewal    ❏ First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

❏ Gift Subscription 

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City State Zip

❏ We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
 (Please fi ll out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

❏ Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS       ❏ Current issue = $6 ea.

❏ Back Issues = $7 ea.    MONTH/YEAR: _____________________________________

❏ MASTERCARD ❏ VISA ❏ AMERICAN EXPRESS

Number: _____________________________ Exp.:  _______ csv: ______

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

YOU CAN
ALSO GO TO

www.latitude38.com 
TO PAY FOR YOUR

SUBSCRIPTION
ONLINE

Phone: (       ) Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor ......... Richard Spindler ........... richard@latitude38.com
Associate Publisher ............. John Arndt .................... john@latitude38.com ............ ext. 108

Managing Editor .................. Andy Turpin .................. andy@latitude38.com ........... ext. 112
Racing Editor ....................... Ross Tibbits .................. ross@latitude38.com ............ ext. 105
Contributing Editors ............ John Riise, Paul Kamen, LaDonna Bubak

Special Events ..................... Donna Andre ................. donna@latitude38.com

Advertising Sales ................. John Arndt .................... john@latitude38.com ............ ext. 108
Advertising Sales ................. Mike Zwiebach ............. mikez@latitude38.com .......... ext. 107

General Manager ................. Colleen Young .............. colleen@latitude38.com ........ ext. 102
Production/Web ................... Christine Weaver .......... chris@latitude38.com ........... ext. 103
Production/Photos .............. Annie Bates-Winship .... annie@latitude38.com .......... ext. 106

Bookkeeping ....................... Penny Clayton .............. penny@latitude38.com ......... ext. 101

Directions to our offi ce ............................................................................................... press 4
Subscriptions .......................................................................................................... press 1,4
Classifi eds ........................... class@latitude38.com ................................................ press 1,1
Distribution .......................... distribution@latitude38.com ...................................... press 1,5
Editorial................................ editorial@latitude38.com ........................................... press 1,6
Calendar .............................. calendar@latitude38.com
Other email .......................... general@latitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941
Ph: (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

Card to
read from:

NOTE: Subscriptions going to correctional facilities, FPO/APO (military),
Canada, and Mexico are fi rst class only. Sorry, no other foreign subscriptions.
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Ultrafeed® 
Sewing Machines

Our portable, power-house Ultrafeed Sewing 
Machines are now available in 3 New Packages 

(starting at $549!) With superior sewing 
performance and great versatility, the Ultrafeed 

is designed to make working with layers of 
heavy canvas, thick materials, and sailcloth easy!

Learn more at www.sailrite.com  
or call 800.348.2769

Patents: #6499415, #7438009



PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 9AM TO 5PM

San Francisco's Yacht Broker

10 MARINA BLVD., SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725  •  email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com
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Northern California's exclusive agent

30' Nonsuch Ultra
1989 • $58,900

33' Greenline Diesel/Electric 2014
Free fuel for 3 years – call for details.

42' Grand Banks Classic
1971 • $72,030

40' Beneteau
2009 • $175,000

25' Nordic Folkboat
1979 • $13,900

ALSO FEATURING SELECTED MOTOR YACHTS:
57' Bayliner 5788 PH, 2001 ............ Reduced $495,000

48' DeFever LRC/Trawler, 1980 .....................$175,000

44' Sea Ray 440 Express Bridge, 1997 ...........$165,000

41' Storebro SRC 400, 1990 ..........................$149,000

40' Greenline, New 2014 ................................... Inquire

39' Sea Ray SF Sedan, 1985/1991 refi t ..........$135,000

34' Californian Long Range Cruiser, 1979 .........$45,000

33' Greenline, New 2014 Diesel/Electric .........$333,620

32' Wasque, 1973............................................$85,000

27' Boston Whaler Offshore Walkaround, 1992 .$69,000

33' Hans Christian 33T
1984 • $99,000

38' Vilm 116 Motorsailer
2002 • $228,900

47' Swan
1976 • $210,000

30' Cape Dory 300 MS
1986 • $49,900

REDUCED

41' Tartan 4100
1999 • $223,900

REDUCED
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REDUCED

2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

29’ C&C, ‘84 $16,250
She’s highly recommended for getting into 
sailing or moving up from a daysailer, and a 
good boat for Beer Cans.

36’ UNION POLARIS, ‘78 $49,000
This classic double-ender based on a de-
sign by Robert Perry is considered one of the 
fi nest offshore cruisers.

34’ HUNTER 340, ‘99 $76,900
In excellent condition and has new canvas/
isinglass and simple sail handling systems 
with integrated sail cover.

34’ GEMINI 105M CAT, ‘97 $99,000
Light and spacious interior featuring a
living-room-style saloon, well-equipped 
galley, and comfortable head.

32’ DREADNOUGHT, ‘72 $32,500
Available at less than the cost of the
materials to build it, this is one salty, warm 
and comfortable cruiser.

39’ CAVALIER, ‘82 $58,000
A boat that you can feel confi dent in when the 
sea gets tough and the wind blows hard; this 
may be your boat!

31’ BENETEAU FIRST 310, ‘93 $39,500
One of the most elegant designs to come
from this builder, she’s a performance cruiser 
with a sensible deck plan.

LEADER IN
BROKERAGE 

SALES
ON THE

WEST COAST!

50’ SANTA CRUZ, ‘81 $129,000
Combination of cruiser and speedy, strong 
racer is a unique fi nd, in a class of her own 
just waiting for YOU!

38’ ENDEAVOUR, ‘84 $58,500
Decadence has been owned since new by Decadence has been owned since new by Decadence
a marine industry professional who showed 
her extraordinary care.

51’ ALEUTIAN CC KETCH, ‘77 $199,000
Meticulously upgraded and maintained by
the current owners, who have more than 40 
years of sailing experience.

42’ VALIANT, 2004
$325,000

Extremely clean, well-equipped, low-hour 
Valiant 42 Midnight Snack has been Midnight Snack has been Midnight Snack
equipped by a knowledgeable captain
and is prepared for cruising. Plans 
changed, so the owner had to cut the 
cruise short and has decided to sell this 
exceptional Valiant 42.

BAY AREA

NEW LISTING
BAY AREA

BAY AREA

Furlers • Lifelines • Repair – All at Your Slip!Furlers • Lifelines • Repair – All at Your Slip!

More than 20 Years ExperienceMore than 20 Years Experience

yachtcheck@yachtcheck@yachtcheck yahoo.com@yahoo.com@ (510) 815-4420

FULL SERVICE MOBILE

RIGGING

Call Toll Free (866) 463-0167
Fax (866) 795-3707Fax (866) 795-3707Fax

sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterins.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance Programs Provide:
Crew of two anywhere • Worldwide Navigation

Charter Boats • Multihulls • Liveaboards • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance covers more active 
cruising boats than any other marine agency

in the Western Hemisphere.

BLUE WATER
YACHT INSURANCE



SAIL CALIFORNIA Sales Offi ce
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

BOATS

Also representing Jeanneau, Leopard, CNB & Hunter in partnership with Cruising Yachts

Visit our website at 
www.SailCal.com

52’ Santa Cruz ‘99……………………… $495,000

52’ Transpac Custom ‘03……………… $395,000

50’ Owen Clarke Open ‘03…………… $195,000

40’ Hunter Legend 40 ‘90……………… $70,000

38’ Hunter 38 ‘06……………………… $118,000

35’ J Boats J/105 ‘01…………………… $78,000

35’ J Boats J/105 ‘92…… …………… $75,000             

33’ Tiara 3300 ‘97……………………… $74,900

30’ Knarr ‘61…………………………… $50,000

25’ Nautica Wide Body ‘00…………… $110,000

HUGE SELECTION OF J/105s. CALL TODAY

Also representing Jeanneau, Leopard, CNB & Hunter in partnership with Cruising Yachts

New J/Boats J/88

Now Representing
Alerion Sailboats

Now Representing
C&C Sailboats

‘72 C&C Ketch 61 $155,900                                              

‘04 Santa Cruz 53  $649,000 ‘02 Bakewell 50  $549,000

‘95 JBoats J/105 $68,000‘02 J Boats J/105 $99,000‘95 J Boats J/105 $68,000

‘06 JBoats J/124  $220,000 ‘12 Beneteau F. 40  $199,000

‘03 Reichel Pugh 44  $369,000

‘05 Owen Clarke 60 $580 ,000 ‘88 Tayana 55  $224,900‘94 Schooner 66  $275,000



CALENDAR

Non-Race
  May 31 — Open House at Encinal YC, 1-4 p.m. Info, (510) 
522-3272 or www.encinal.org.

May 31 – June 1 — Singlehanded TransPac Cruise-In to 
Richmond YC for show and tell. Info, www.sfbaysss.org/shtp.
  June 1 — Marine Swap Meet, Minney's Yacht Surplus, 
Costa Mesa, daylight-noon. Info, (949) 548-4192 or www.
minneysyachtsurplus.com.

June 7 — Gilligan's Island Gala fundraiser for the Educa-
tional Tall Ship and Call of the Sea, at the Matthew Turner 
Shipyard and the Bay Model Visitor Center in Sausalito, 6-9 
p.m. Live music, food and drinks. $75 adults/$30 under 21. 
Info, (800) 401-7835 or www.callofthesea.org.

June 7 — The National Women's Sailing Association's an-
nual Women's Sailing Conference, Corinthian YC in Marble-
head, MA. Info, www.womensailing.org.

June 7, 8 & 14 — Ham Radio Class, OYC, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
$50. Info, (510) 565-4706 or www.oaklandyachtclub.net.

June 9-11 — Paddle to the Sea sailing legs from Stockton to 
Berkeley, with overnight stops at Brannan Island and Benicia. 
Benefi ts the Tuolumne River Trust. $30/day registration plus 
$100 minimum fundraising. Info, www.paddletothesea.org.

June 11 — Final Singlehanded TransPac race seminar 
'Weather/Race Strategy', Oakland YC, 7:30 p.m. Free; every-
one's welcome to attend. Info, www.sfbaysss.org/shtp.

June 12 — Go for a sail under the full moon on a Thursday.
June 12, July 10 — Are you a single boatowner needing 

crew? The Single Sailors Association has crew to help sail 
your boat. Monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC in Alameda, 
6:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org

June 14 — Aqueous Parade for the Bay, 11 a.m-1 p.m. 
Swimmers, rowers, sailors, kayakers and SUPs parade from 
Aquatic Park to AT&T Park. Benefi ts SF Baykeeper; $100-$200 
+ fundraising. Info, www.baykeeper.org/bayparade. 

June 14 — Who's in Blues BBQ at Owl Harbor Marina 
on the San Joaquin River, 5-8 p.m. Music with Terry Hanck, 
dancing, free catered BBQ dinner, and prizes. Free shuttle 
service to the Isleton Cajun & Blues Festival. Open to Owl 
Harbor tenants and registered Delta Doo Dah'ers only, and 
the marina will not be taking non-Doo Dah reservations for 
that weekend at all. Register for the Delta Doo Dah at www.
deltadoodah.com, then RSVP to Owl Harbor at (916) 777-6055.

June 14-15 — Isleton Cajun & Blues Festival at Delta 
Boat Storage next to B&W Resort Marina on the Delta Loop. 
Music 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Bayou cuisine and kids' activities. Free 
parking and shuttles on the Loop. $20/day; kids 12 & under 
free. Info, (916) 777-4800 or www.isletoncajunfestival.net.

June 14-15 — MarinaFest, Channel Islands Harbor. Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Boats, classic 
car show, music, farmers' market, food and marine vendors. 
Free. Info, (805) 984-3366 or www.cih-marinafest.com.

June 15 — Take Dad for a sail on Father's Day.
June 15, July 13 — Open House/Introductory Sail at Cal 

Sailing Club in Berkeley, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.
June 21 — Summer Sailstice Celebration at Encinal YC, 

noon-8 p.m. Sail in and spend the night. Music, boat-building 
contest. EYC, (510) 522-3272 or www.summersailstice.com.

June 21 — Delta Doo Dah Summer Sailstice celebration, 
Tiki Lagun, Stockton, noon-3:00 p.m. Potluck on the lawn. 
Info, www.deltadoodah.com or www.summersailstice.com.
  June 21 — Summer Sailstice celebration at Elkhorn YC, 
Moss Landing. $4.50 margaritas, boat parade and race. Info, 
(831) 724-3875 or Rex, (831) 484-1176.
  June 21 — Summer Sailstice celebration at Lake Wash-
ington Sailing Club, West Sacramento. Small boat sailing and 
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The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.comsales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.comwww.ab-marine.com

Gori
propeller

• For shafts and saildrives

• Both 2 & 3 blade available

• Lowest drag when sailing

• The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!

800-801-8922

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

3-Blade

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

The new Navi Light 360° is a cost-ef-
fective, super bright LED light that is 
visible in darkness from up to 5nm. Its 
high burn time, small size, waterproof 
qualities and ability to fl oat make it a 
convenient and cost-effective addi-
tion to any cruiser’s arsenal!

Navisafe Navi Light 360°
Dinghy & Emergency Lighting from Navisafe

     U
SCG

   APPROVED

  2NM LIGHTS



Ranger 27  
available for showings and demo

Pre-Owned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470 MkII, 2011 .................................. $349,000
Catalina 470, 2009 ........................................... 369,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2005 ...................................... 159,500
Catalina 42, 2003 ............................................. 145,000
Catalina 380, 1997 ............................................. 92,900
Catalina 36, 2007 ................................................SOLD!
Catalina 36, 1989 ............................................... 47,500
Catalina 36, 1983 ............................................... 39,000
Catalina 30, 1988, cruise equipped ...........NEW LISTING 
Catalina 30, 1988 ............................................... 24,500
Pre-Owned Sailing Yachts
Morgan Out Island 51 ........................................125,000
Norseman 447, 1984 .........................................149,000
C&C 43, 1973 ....................................................175,000
Cal 39, 1989, cruise equipped ...... NEW LISTING 94,500
Hunter 310, 2000 ................................................44,500
New Ranger Tugs (base price) 
Ranger 31 Sedan Tug, 2014 NEW MODEL YEAR! 269,937 

Ranger 31 Flybridge, 2014..NEW MODEL YEAR! 279,937
Ranger 29 Tug, 2014 ........ NEW MODEL YEAR! 229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2014 ........ NEW MODEL YEAR! 159,937
Ranger 25SC Tug, 2014 .... NEW MODEL YEAR! 129,937
Pre-Owned Ranger Tugs
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011, fully loaded ......................239,900 
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 .........................................204,000
Ranger 29 Tug, 2010 .........................................179,950
Pre-Owned Power Yachts
Stephens 70 Classic Motor Yacht, 1966 ..........1,100,000
Azimut 65, 1995 ................................................499,000
Freedom Yachts Legacy 40, 1996 NEW LISTING 229,500

Glacier Bay 2780, 2014 model year 
available and ready to demo

Ranger 25 SC 2014 model year 
available – ready for demo

Exclusive dealer for Catalina Yachts, Ranger Trailerable Tugs, and Glacier Bay!

Catalina 42, 2005  Reduced to $159,500 40’ Legacy, 1996  Excellent cond., well equipped

Made in 
the USA

www.FaralloneYachts.com
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Brokerage Ranger 29s 
available from $179,0002014 CATALINA 355 IN STOCK

CALL FOR DEMO

Catalina 470, 2009  Cruise away  $360,000

2014 Model Year Ranger 31 
Command Bridge and Sedan

AT OUR DOCK

AT OUR DOCK

OPEN BOAT WEEKEND
JUNE 14-15 2 AT OUR DOCK

Catalina 380, 1997  Cruise ready  $92,900

AT OUR DOCK

26’ Seward, 2012  with trailer  $74,500

NEW LISTING

AT OUR DOCK

AT OUR DOCK

AT OUR DOCK

NEW LISTING

AT OUR DOCK

1070 Marina Village Pkwy 
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

39’ Cal, 1989  Cruise equipped  $94,500

NEW LISTING
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no-host BBQ, 10 a.m. Info, www.lwsailing.org.
June 21 — Mariners Swap Meet, Channel Islands Landing,  

Oxnard, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Info, (805) 985-6269.
June 29 — Master Mariners Wooden Boat Show, Corin-

thian YC. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Info, www.mastermariners.org.
July 4-6 — Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendezvous, hosted by 

Latitude 38 and Tahiti Tourisme. Enjoy Polynesian music, Latitude 38 and Tahiti Tourisme. Enjoy Polynesian music, Latitude 38
dance, sport and cuisine. Info, www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com.

July 12 — Nautical Flea Market, Napa Valley Marina. Info, 
(707) 252-8011 or www.napavalleymarina.com.

July 12 — Living History Reenactments, Hyde St. Pier, SF. 
Noon-4 p.m. Info, (415) 447-5000 or www.nps.gov/safr.

Racing
May 30-June 1 — Woodies Invitational for Bear, Bird, 

Folkboat, IOD, and Knarr classes. StFYC, (415) 655-7756 or 
www.stfyc.com.

May 31 — Delta Ditch Run from Richmond to Stockton 
for PHRF and BAMA boats. RYC/SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.

May 31 — Club Championship #2. CYC, www.cyc.org.
May 31 — YRA Spring #2, run by BYC. YRA, www.yra.org.
May 31 — Shields Racing Day. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
May 31 — LYSA Jack & Jill Race. Jerry, (559) 776-9429 

or www.lakeyosemitesailing.org.
May 31, June 28 — Small Keelboat Series #2 & #3. SFYC, 

www.sfyc.org.
May 31, June 28, July 12 — Small Boat Series. EYC, 

www.encinal.org.
June 1 — Ladies Day Race, MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
June 1, June 21, July 13 — Club Races on Scotts 

Flat Lake near Nevada City. Gold Country YC, www.nccn.
net/~gcyc.

June 1 & 22 — Spring Series #2 & #3 on Fremont's Lake 
Elizabeth. FSC, www.fremontsailingclub.org.

June 1, July 13 — Tri-Island Races #1 & #2. BYC, www.
berkeleyyc.com.

June 7 — Women, Wind & Water women skippers regatta. 
CYC, www.cyc.org or www.cyc.org or www.cyc.org www.womenwindwater.com.

June 7 — Mercury Series #4. EYC, www.encinal.org.
June 7 — North Bay #3/Brothers. VYC, www.vyc.org.
June 7 — YRA OYRA #3 Junior Waterhouse. RYC/YRA, 

(415) 771-9500 or www.jibeset.net.
June 7 — Merton Yolles Race, CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
June 7 — Summer #3, SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.

 June 7 — Jack & Jill Race. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
June 7-8 — Go for the Gold Regatta on Scotts Flat Lake. 

Gold Country YC, www.nccn.net/~gcyc.
 June 7-8 — Match Race/Team Race. StFYC, (415) 655-
7756 or www.stfyc.com.
 June 7-8 — June Invitational. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

June 8 — Spring Series #7, SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
June 11-15 — EYC's Coastal Cup goes to Marina del Rey 

this year. John, jhemiup@yahoo.com or jhemiup@yahoo.com or jhemiup@yahoo.com www.encinal.org.
June 12-15 — Laser North American Championship and 

US Sailing Singlehanded Championship in Long Beach. 
Alamitos Bay YC, www.abyc.org.
 June 14 — Interclub Series #3, Central Bay Long Course. 
IYC, www.jibeset.net.
 June 14 — Hart Nunes Regatta. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

June 14 — Etchells Fleet Race. Fleet 12, June 14 — Etchells Fleet Race. Fleet 12, June 14 www.sfetchells.org.
 June 14 — Singlehanded Long Distance Race, MPYC, 
www.mpyc.org.
 June 14 — Friendship/X-Bay Regatta for CYC, TYC and 
SBYC members. CYC will host. Jim, (415) 847-2460 or www.
cyc.org.
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35 Libertyship Way  •  Sausalito, CA 94965

Nissan
Tohatsu
Johnson
Evinrude

Honda
Mariner
Mercury 
Yamaha

Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND

MARINE OUTBOARD
since 1990

OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

(415) 332-8020

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

Don't fi nd yourself in this boat. Don't fi nd yourself in this boat. 
Regular maintenance prevents Regular maintenance prevents 

expensive repairs.

We are We are your experts for outboard your experts for outboard your
diagnostics, repair, repower,diagnostics, repair, repower,

sales and service.

When an engine dies, there's
no walking home – just 

costly repairs, lost vacation 
time, and lost revenues.

• Factory-trained and certifi ed techs

• Open six days a week

• New and used engines bought and sold

• One-year warranty on all work
 performed and used engine sales

• Three-year warranty on all new engines



Alameda Yacht Sales Offi ce
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #101A

Alameda, CA 94501

Alameda: (510) 521-1327 
Marina del Rey: (310) 821-8300 

San Diego: (619) 681-0633
Newport Beach: (949) 650-7245

BOATS

Also representing Alerion, C&C and J/Boats in partnership with Sail California

‘99 Catalina 400  $159,900

‘00 Catalina 380  $114,500

‘87 Hunter 37  $49,750

‘08 Jeanneau 45DS  $315,000

‘96 Nautor Swan 40  $325,000

‘04 Catalina 36 MKII $112,000

‘09 Jeanneau 39i  $184,900

‘06 Beneteau 343  $92,500

‘12 Hunter 50AC $349,900 ‘05 Beneteau 423  $179,500

INSTOCK
INSTOCK

TRADE IN

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

See Our Huge Selection of New & Used Boats at CruisingYachts.net

‘06 Beneteau 473  $272,000

New Leopard 44New Jeanneau 469

‘04 Tartan 4100  $315,000

‘88 JBoats J/35 $42,750

57’ Jeanneau 57 ‘10……… $774,000

54’ Jeanneau 54DS ‘08…… $515,000

48’ Navigator 48 ‘01…… $329,000

47’ Beneteau 473 ‘02…… $179,000

46’ Hunter 46 LE ‘05…… $232,500

46’ Moody 46 ‘02…… $299,000

45’ Jeanneau 45SO ‘06…… $249,000

44’ Hunter 44DS ‘08…… $189,900

40’ Catalina 400 ‘04……… $191,000

40’ Catalina 400 ‘00……… $178,500

39’ Hunter 39 ‘10……… $198,000

38’ Catalina 380 ‘98…… $115,000

37’ Beneteau 373 ‘05…… $121,270

36’ Catalina 36 ‘83……… $41,900

36’ Hunter 36 ‘08……… $127,000

34’ Catalina 34 ‘90……… $48,000

33’ Hunter 33 ‘09……… $99,500

32’ Jeanneau Sunfast 3200 $185,000 
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 June 14 — One Design #3. LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.
 June 14 — Katherine Eavenson Regatta on Folsom Lake. 
FLYC, www.fl yc.org.
 June 14, July 12 — Santana 22 Team Racing in Santa 
Cruz. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
 June 14-15 — Ronstan Bay Challenge. StFYC, (415) 655-
7756 or www.stfyc.com.
 June 14-15 — BAYS #2 for junior sailors at RYC. Info, 
www.bayarea-youthsailing.com.

June 14-16 — Clear Lake Regatta and El Toro National 
Championship. KBSC, www.kbsail.com.
 June 15, July 13 — Summer 1-4. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.

June 19-22 — Opti Heavy Weather Regatta. StFYC, (415) 
655-7756 or www.stfyc.com.

June 20-22 — South Tower Race, the longest nonstop 
inland race in the region: 140 miles from Stockton to the 
Golden Gate Bridge – and back! SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.

June 21 — Summer Sailstice Small Boat Races. EYC, 
www.encinal.org. 

June 21 — YRA WBRA #3, run by SFYC. YRA, www.yra.org.
June 21 — Intraclub Race #2. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
June 21 — Single/Doublehanded Race #3. SeqYC, www.

sequoiayc.org.
June 21 — YRA Spring #3, run by RYC. YRA, www.yra.org.
June 21 — One Design Keelboats. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
June 21 — Southern Crossing, Lake Tahoe Windjammers  

YC. Steve, (530) 577-7715, www.tahoewindjammers.com.
June 21 — Mayor's Cup on Oakland's Lake Merritt. Mark, 

(925) 245-0287.
June 21 — Gar Woods Regatta, Tahoe YC. Dan, (530) 581-

4700, www.tahoeyc.com.
 June 21 — Cal Cup #3 windsurfi ng regatta. BYC, www.
berkeleyyc.org.

June 21-22 — Commodore’s Regatta. MPYC, race@mpyc.
org or org or org www.mpyc.org.
 June 22 — Baxter/Judson Series race #3. PresYC, www.
presidioyachtclub.org.

June 27-29 — Ullman Sails Long Beach Race Week, in-
cluding the Catalina 37 National Championship, Farr 40 West 
Coast Championship, J/24 Western Regional Championship, 
Viper 640 Pacifi c Coast Championship, and J/Boats Southern 
California High Point Series. Info, www.lbrw.org.

June 27-29 — Team Race Invitational. StFYC, (415) 655-
7756 or www.stfyc.com.

June 27-29 — Laser PCC. Santa Barbara YC, (805) 965-
8112, ext. 14, or www.sbyc.org.

June 27-29 — Ancient Mariners Sailing Society's Ketten-
burg & Classic Yacht Regatta, including pre-1985 full keel 
sailboats and power boats with wood hulls of all makes, at 
San Diego YC. Christopher, (619) 255-1536 or www.sdyc.org.

June 28 — The Singlehanded TransPac departs San Fran-
cisco Bay for Hanalei Bay. Info, www.sfbaysss.org/shtp.

June 28 — Three Island Fiasco on Clear Lake. KBSC, 
www.kbsail.com.

June 28 — Silver Eagle. IYC, (510) 521-2980, www.iyc.org.
June 28 — Rear Commodore's Race from Sausalito to 

Vallejo. SYC, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
June 28 — YRA-OYRA Half Moon Bay Race. OYRA, www.

jibeset.net.
June 28 — Race of Champions. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
June 28 — H.O. Lind 1-2. TYC, www.tyc.org.
June 28 — Centerboard River Challenge from the main 

part of Folsom Lake into the mouth of the South Fork of the 
American River and back. FLYC, www.fl yc.org.

June 28 — Dick Gardner One Design Race #1, LYSA. Jerry, 
www.clubnautique.net



Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron
Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS
www.OutboundYachts.com

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling 

applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tains its shape over a longer life than any sailcloth we've ever 

offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran® 
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® fi lm. And you can be 

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the 
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood 

hallmark for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft, 

tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Free Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro   (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com

Get ready for 

spring sailing –

SPRING

DISCOUNTS

NOW IN

EFFECT
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(559) 776-9429, www.lakeyosemitesailing.org.
June 28-29 — PHRF Summer. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
June 29 — PICYA Lipton Cup, including the Big Lipton, 

Little Lipton, Larry Knight, and Admiral series for various 
PHRF divisions in the South Bay. OYC, www.oycracing.net.

June 29 — Whales Chase #2. BBYC, www.bbyc.org.
June 29 — SCORE Keelboats. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
June 29 — Summer Series #1 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth. 

FSC, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
June 29 — Around the Pins, LTWYC. Steve, (530) 577-

7715, www.tahoewindjammers.com.
June 30 — The Pacifi c Cup Village opens at RYC. Info, 

www.pacifi ccup.org.
July 1-6 — WIND Youth Laser Clinic/Regatta, in Cascade 

Locks, OR. CGRA, www.cgra.org.
 July 4 — Independence Race for El Toros on Pinecrest Lake. 
Info, www.eltoroyra.org.
 July 4 — Brothers & Sisters Race. TYC, www.tyc.org.
 July 4 — Independence Day Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
 July 4 — Independence Cup. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
 July 4 — Firecracker long-distance race on Monterey Bay. 
Elkhorn YC, www.elkhornyc.com.
 July 4-6 — Hobie Regatta/Weta Nationals. MPYC, www.
mpyc.org.
 July 5 — Westpoint Regatta, now part of the YRA Party 
Circuit, hosted by SeqYC. YRA, www.yra.org.
 July 5 — North Bay #4/Angel Island. VYC, www.vyc.org.
 July 5 — Stars & Stripes. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.

July 6-10 — Gorge Laser Performance Clinic, followed by 
the Blowout, in Cascade Locks, OR. CGRA, www.cgra.org.

July 6-11 — The Pacifi c Cup departs San Francisco Bay 
for Kaneohe Bay. Info, www.pacifi ccup.org.

July 10-12 — Melges Race Week, Lake Tahoe YC. Dan, 
(530) 581-4700, www.tahoeyc.com.

July 11 — Tahoe Warm-up Race, Lake Tahoe YC. Dan, 
(530) 581-4700, www.tahoeyc.com.

July 11-13 — Laser Masters North Americans in the Gorge. 
CGRA, www.cgra.org.

July 12 — Trans-Tahoe Regatta, Lake Tahoe YC. Dan, 
(530) 581-4700, www.tahoeyc.com.
 July 12 — Interclub Series #4 in the South Bay. SBYC, 
www.jibeset.net.
 July 12 — YRA Summer Series #1. EYC, www.yra.org.
 July 12-13 — J/105 Invitational Regatta. SYC, www.
sausalitoyachtclub.org.

July 13 — Howard Stevens Race, LTWYC. Steve, (530) 
577-7715, www.tahoewindjammers.com.

 Summer Beer Can Series
 BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 7/18, 8/1, 
8/15, 8/29, 9/5, 9/19. Info, (510) 865-2511, race@bbyc.org 
or www.bbyc.orgor www.bbyc.orgor .
 BAY VIEW BC — Monday Night Madness. Spring: 6/9, 6/23  BAY VIEW BC — Monday Night Madness. Spring: 6/9, 6/23  BAY VIEW BC
(make-up). Fall: 7/21, 8/4, 8/18, 9/1, 9/15, 9/22 (make-up). 
Arjan, (415) 310-8592 or www.bayviewboatclub.org.
 BENICIA YACHT CLUB — Every Thursday night through 
9/25. Joe, (707) 628-2914 or www.beniciayachtclub.com.

BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night through 9/26. Info, 
www.berkeleyyc.com.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. Thursday evening 
JY15 races, weather and tides permitting, April-October. Must 
be a club member. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night through 8/29. Jim, 
(415) 847-2460, race@cyc.org or  race@cyc.org or  race@cyc.org www.cyc.org.
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The New Tartan 101

In its fi rst year on the water, 
the new Tartan 101 has already 
compiled an enviable race record, 
dominati ng its class* while rac-
ing against seasoned boats and 
crews. Featuring a lightweight 
epoxy infused hull, carbon fi ber 
spar, sprit and rudderpost, bulbed 
lead keel and an incredible 12' 
long cockpit, the T101 is rapidly 
becoming the boat to beat wher-
ever she sails.

The U.S.-built 101 delivers the same
high quality as Tartan's legendary
off shore yachts and can be ordered
with a very comfortable cruising interior. 
Private owners stateroom, stand-up
enclosed head, full galley, and berths
for up to eight.

These hand-craft ed sailing machines can 
be delivered and commissioned on the 
West Coast, with a racing sail package,
for less than $250,000.

*Contact us for a complete list of T101 race results.

Dominate the Race Course…

…and Cruise in Comfort with the Family.

Blue Pacifi c Boati ng is the Tartan representati ve for the West Coast and maintains a Tartan demo fl eet within
minutes of the Los Angeles airport. We welcome the opportunity to show you what the T101 can do on the water.

To arrange a test sail, contact us at (310) 305-7227 or email us at sales@bluepacifi cboati ng.com.

Check us out on Facebook: Tartan 101 Fleet 1  •  www.bluepacifi cboati ng.com
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COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/8.COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/8.COYOTE POINT YC
Info, (650) 347-6730, regatta@cpyc.com or regatta@cpyc.com or regatta@cpyc.com www.cpyc.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday nights on the Estuary. Spring Twi-
light Series: 6/6. Summer Twilight Series: 7/11, 7/25, 8/8, 
8/22, 9/12. Darrell, (510) 502-8110 or www.encinal.org.

FOLSOM LAKE YC — Wednesday nights through 8/27. 
Friday Night Summer Sunset Series: 6/13, 7/18, 8/8. Info, 
www.fl yc.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 6/13, 6/27, 7/11, 
7/25, 8/8, 8/22. Gary Salvo, (916) 215-4566 or www.ggyc.
com.

ISLAND YC — Fridays on the Estuary. Spring Island 
Nights: 6/13. Summer Island Nights: 7/11, 7/25, 8/8, 8/22, 
9/12. John, (510) 521-2980, iycracing@yahoo.com or iycracing@yahoo.com or iycracing@yahoo.com www.
iyc.org.

KONOCTI BAY SC — Every Friday night: 6/6-8/29. OSIRs 
(Old Salts in Retirement) every Wednesday at noon. Brad, 
www.kbsail.com.

LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday 
night through 10/1. Steve, (530) 577-7715, ltwyc2@aol.com or  ltwyc2@aol.com or  ltwyc2@aol.com
www.tahoewindjammers.com.

LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night through 
August. Info, www.lwsailing.org.

LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night through LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night through LAKE YOSEMITE SA
August. Jerry, (559) 776-9429 or www.lakeyosemitesailing.
org.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series. Every Wed-
nesday night through 10/1; Summer Solstice Fiasco Race: 6/18.
Victoria Model Yacht Series: every Friday night through 10/3. 
Juli, race@mpyc.org or race@mpyc.org or race@mpyc.org www.mpyc.org.

OAKLAND YC — Sweet 16 Series. Every Wednesday night 
through 6/18 & 7/16-9/3. Jim, (510) 277-4676, oycracecom@
gmail.com or gmail.com or gmail.com www.oaklandyachtclub.net.

PRESIDIO YC — Crazy Eights Thursday Sunset Series. 
Spring: 6/5, 6/19. Summer: 7/31, 8/14, 8/28, 9/11. Info, 
www.presidioyachtclub.org.

RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 6/4, 6/18, 6/25, 
7/2, 7/9, 7/16, 7/23, 7/30, 8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27, 9/3, 
9/17, 9/24. Eric, (510) 841-6022 or www.richmondyc.org. 
 ST. FRANCIS YC — Windsurfi ng Series, Friday nights: 
6/13, 6/27, 7/11, 7/25, 8/8, 9/5, 9/19. Kiteboarding Se-
ries, Thursday nights: 6/5, 6/19, 7/3, 7/10, 7/31, 8/14, 
8/28, 9/4, 9/18. Wednesday Night Series: 6/4, 6/11, 
6/18, 6/25, 8/6, 8/20, 8/27. Robbie, (415) 563-6363,
rdean@stfyc.com or rdean@stfyc.com or rdean@stfyc.com www.stfyc.com.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Every Wednesday night through 
10/29. Laser Friday Nights: 6/20, 7/18, 8/15. Info, (831) 
425-0690, scyc@scyc.org or scyc@scyc.org or scyc@scyc.org www.scyc.org.

SANTA ROSA SC — Twilight Series every Tuesday 6/10-
8/5 on Lake Ralphine. Info, www.santarosasailingclub.org.

SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday nights. Spring Sunset Series: 
6/10, 6/24. Summer Sunset Series: 7/22, 8/5, 8/19, 9/2, 9/16.
Sunset Championship: Saturday, 10/11. Nick, race@sausali-
toyachtclub.org or toyachtclub.org or toyachtclub.org www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Wednesday nights through 10/8. Hannig 
Cup: 8/27. Rick, (650) 255-5766 or www.sequoiayc.org.

SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Lasers in Moun-
tain View, every Wednesday night through 9/24. Roger, (408) 
691-0214 or www.laser.org

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 6/6, 6/20, 
6/27, 7/18, 7/25, 8/1, 8/15, 8/22. Gerard, (415) 495-2295 
or www.southbeachyc.org.

STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night: 6/4-8/27. 
Tom, (209) 604-1300 or www.stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Laser Series, every Monday night through 8/25. 
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MATRIX TITANIUM: Proven to be 
strong, light and durable. Pictured 
above is Damien Emery’s J/105 
class jib, which powered him to a 
close second at the 2013 North 
Americans. “This is my favorite 
sail ever. We were fast in the 
light and heavy air races. At 
first we were worried that it 
was too lightly built, but the 
sail stood up in the blow.”

UK San Francisco
2021 Alaska Packer Pl.
Box 17, Unit 20.13
Alameda, CA 94501
Tel: 510-523-3966
UK Southern California
San Diego, Long Beach
Newport Beach
Marina Del Rey
Tel: 949-677-7762

SAILMAKERS

  UKSailmakers.com
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date/day slack max slack max
5/31Sat  0016/2.5F 0303 0619/4.7E
 1018 1319/3.5F 1645 1854/2.2E
 2214 
6/01Sun  0057/2.2F 0342 0701/4.3E
 1059 1359/3.2F 1729 1938/2.1E
 2302 
6/07Sat  0002/2.8E 0417 0654/1.9F
 0950 1215/2.2E 1553 1853/2.5F
 2201
6/08Sun  0055/3.3E 0506 0754/2.3F
 1054 1313/2.2E 1643 1940/2.6F
 2242 
6/14Sat 0210 0533/5.9E 0924 1226/4.5F
 1554 1810/3.0E 2117 
6/15Sun  0011/3.2F 0258 0621/5.7E
 1010 1313/4.5F 1642 1900/3.0E
 2211
6/21Sat 0358 0656/2.7F 0946 1213/2.3E
 1545 1849/2.9F 2146
6/22Sun  0058/3.9E 0459 0805/3.0F
 1056 1327/2.1E 1644 1946/2.9F
 2236
6/28Sat 0208 0520/4.8E 0920 1223/3.8F
 1540 1753/2.4E 2113 2356/2.6F
6/29Sun 0245 0558/4.7E 0956 1255/3.6F
 1617 1830/2.4E 2152

June Weekend Currents

June Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
5/31Sat 0108/5.6 0757/-0.7Sat 0108/5.6 0757/-0.7Sat 0108/5.6 0757/  1523/4.6 2003/2.7
6/01Sun 0147/5.4 0836/-0.5Sun 0147/5.4 0836/-0.5Sun 0147/5.4 0836/  1605/4.6 2054/2.8
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
6/07Sat 0201/1.5 0746/3.6 1315/1.5 2009/5.4
6/08Sun 0249/0.9 0904/3.6 1405/1.8 2048/5.7
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
6/14Sat 0021/6.6 0704/-1.6 0704/-1.6 0704/  1420/5.0 1859/2.4
6/15Sun 0110/6.5 0750/-1.6 0750/-1.6 0750/  1507/5.1 1956/2.3 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
6/21Sat 0151/0.8 0804/4.0 1313/1.4 2004/6.1
6/22Sun 0252/0.3 0923/4.1 1410/1.8 2051/6.2
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
6/28Sat 0010/5.9 0659/-0.6Sat 0010/5.9 0659/-0.6Sat 0010/5.9 0659/  1417/4.8 1855/2.7
6/29Sun 0046/5.7 0733/-0.5Sun 0046/5.7 0733/-0.5Sun 0046/5.7 0733/  1451/4.8 1938/2.7

Rick, (530) 583-6070. Beer Can Series, every Wednesday night 
through 8/27. Dan, (530) 581-4700 or www.tahoeyc.com.

TIBURON YC — Every Friday Night through 6/27 & 7/11-
9/12. Jim, race@tyc.org or race@tyc.org or race@tyc.org www.tyc.org.
 TREASURE ISLAND SAILING CENTER — Svendsen's 
Thursday Night Series for Vanguard 15s and Lasers through 
9/7. Tuesday Night Team Racing for V15s through 9/9.  V15s, 
www.vanguard15.org; Lasers, www.tilaserfl eet.org.

VALLEJO YC — Every Wednes day night through 9/24. 
Dave, (925) 580-1499 or www.vyc.org.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38
Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that are either free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises. 

Pacifi c Yacht Imports

www.pacificyachtimports.net

Grand Marina • 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501
Tel (510) 865-2541  •  tayana@mindspring.com

SWIFT 40 KETCH, '79  $75,000

NONSUCH 36, '87  $84,500

CHEN 37 CC KETCH  $69,500

TAYANA 55, '83  $200,000

SLOCUM 43, '83  $159,000

TARTAN 41, '75  $52,000NAUTICAT 43 KETCH, '84  $189,000

TAYANA 42 CC, '89  $99,900

NOR'SEA 27 CC, '00  $78,900NOR'SEA 27 CC, '00  $78,900NOR'SEA

CANADIAN SAILCRAFT 40, '87  $69,900

HUNTER 380, '01  $99,900

X-YACHTS 43, '04  $275,000
SISTERSHIPSISTERSHIP

TAYANA 48 DS, '08  $439,000

NEW LISTING

CATALINA 34, '87  $43,900

SISTERSHIP



24 years of innovation has helped 3DL® 
power more winning teams than any 

other sail in history. Proven performance 
is now within reach. 

Channel Islands 805-984-8100  Costa Mesa Sail Care  949-645-4660  Long Beach 562-795-5488  
Marina Del Rey 310-827-8888  San Diego 619-224-2424  Sausalito 415-339-3000    

www.northsails.com

Follow North Sails on...

To learn more about 3DL performance and 3DL value, call your North Sails representative today...
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⇑⇓I'M NOT SURE WHAT REDFORD WOULD HAVE DONE
 I ran into an All Is Lost-type situation while sailing my All Is Lost-type situation while sailing my All Is Lost
Cascade 29 Hooligan across the Indian Ocean. My boat wasn't Hooligan across the Indian Ocean. My boat wasn't Hooligan
holed as Redford's was, but the prop shaft broke and backed 
out, allowing sea water to pour into the boat. This happened 
at 1 a.m, of course, while I was 900 miles from Sri Lanka.
 I'm not sure what Robert Redford would have done, but I 
quickly grabbed the dive mask I keep under the dodger, as well 
as a length of 3/8" line, and went over the side. I discovered 
that the shaft with the prop had slid back until it was stopped 
by the rudder. Fortunately, the shaft and the prop were still 
there.
 I pushed the shaft back into place, then tied the 3/8" line 
to it. After climbing back aboard and tying the line off to a 
cleat, I went below and plugged the one-inch shaft hole with 
a teak plug. And then I continued on to Sri Lanka.
 How did I know that the shaft had fallen out and water was 
pouring in? I'd been sailing along with the Monitor windvane 
keeping the boat on course. So when the shaft broke and the 
shaft and prop slid back and hit the rudder, it made the boat 
go off course. It was the resulting fl ogging of the sails that 
awoke me — and probably saved my life.

Ed Hart
Hooligan, Cascade 29

San Diego

⇑⇓ILL-PREPARED FOR ADVERSITY AT SEA
 My Morgan 45 Painkiller hit a log 120 miles north of Carta-Painkiller hit a log 120 miles north of Carta-Painkiller
gena, Colombia, and sank on April 30, 2000. As a result, I've 
been getting emails asking if I saw the Robert Redford movie 
All Is Lost. He faced a similar situation in the movie.
 I fi nally broke down and watched the movie with my wife. 
Redford's character was so ill-prepared for adversity at sea 
that it made me queasy to watch the scenario unfold. Chuck 
Hawley's list in 'Lectronic of what he could have done better 'Lectronic of what he could have done better 'Lectronic
was a good start, but there were many things that should 
have been done before the vessel left the dock.
 It was blowing over 20 knots, with 12- to 15-ft seas, when 
my Painkiller sank. My two crew and I were rescued hours Painkiller sank. My two crew and I were rescued hours Painkiller
later by a tanker.

Capt. Ron Landmann
Minden, Nevada

 Readers — What would a log be doing 150 miles north of 
Cartagena in the Caribbean Sea? It's all about Colombia's 
mighty Rio Magdalena, which fl ows 1,000 miles from its tribu-
taries in the Andes to the Caribbean Sea at Barranquilla. For 
all intents and purposes, the river — with shrubs, trees, dead 
animals and such — continues far out into the Caribbean, 
creating navigational hazards for small boats. We remember 
surfi ng down waves off Colombia with Profl igate, sometimes 
having to avoid logs by taking them between the hulls. Yikes.

⇑⇓THE BEST PART WAS THE FILM STIMULATED DEBATE
 After — like everybody else — ridiculing much of the way 
Robert Redford’s character handled his Indian Ocean mishap 
in All Is Lost, I decided to look at it in a different light. Since 
there was no prologue indicating what experience the char-
acter possessed, or what frame of mind he was in, I decided 
that he was not very experienced at all. The ocean is full of 
such boatowners. After all, it doesn’t take much to get a boat 
and start sailing. In addition, the character was a bit mentally 
challenged due to his age. Please note, this was just character 
development and is no refl ection on 'old sailors'. I know there 
are many aged ladies and gents that carry all their experience 
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REV YOUR ENGINES  
WITH SVENDSEN’S AND YANMAR
Svendsen’s certified Yanmar mechanics use the latest in technology and 
training to keep your engine in top shape. Ask us about repowering 
your boat with Yanmar today. We stock Yanmar parts too.

www.svendsens.com
1851 Clement Avenue, in the Alameda Marina

Boat Yard x10 Metal Works  x40  
Commercial Accounts x20  Rig Shop x50
Marine Store  x30 info@svendsens.com

Call 510-522-2886 to learn more!
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and wisdom with them.
 What I really liked about the almost-silent-movie were the 
conversations and debate that it generated from patrons leav-
ing the theater. Most fi lms these days are all but forgotten as 
soon as they are over.

Nik Butterbaugh
Kailani, Beneteau Oceanis 440

Kailua, Hawaii

⇑⇓NOW THAT YOU MENTION "AGED LADIES AND GENTS" 
 Speaking of 'old hands' — Sightings, February 2014 — 
I'm 80 years young and my wife Emily is nearing 70. In our 
younger years we circumnavigated with Quiet Times, our Cal 
46 III. That was 1995 to 2000. We sold that boat in 2004.
 Last year we decided that we had a few more years of cruis-
ing left in us. So we bought another Cal 46 III in Brunswick, 
Georgia. We rechristened her Quiet Times, and have been 
cruising the Abacos and Eleuthera in the Bahamas. We dock 
the boat in Fort Lauderdale when we're not cruising, and come 
home to San Francisco for a month or two to visit friends and 
family and catch up with what's going on in the Bay Area. 
Our next cruise will be to the Exumas, after which we'll sail 
north to the Chesapeake.
 We bought the same model Cal, built in 1977, as before 

because we are familiar 
with every inch of the 
design from stem to 
stern. A rugged, cut-
away full-keel ketch, 
she can withstand 
groundings and colli-
sions with coral heads. 
She's easy to sail, and 
is very roomy for the in-
evitable long stretches 
in port. Thanks to her 
85-hp Perkins, she does 

eight knots under power and sips diesel.
 What's nice about the Cal is that there is enough room in 
the saloon for weightlifting, something I've done for 50 years. 
I have a fi ve-ft bar, dumbbell bars, and weights. I create a 
bench using two fi le boxes with a board on top.
 Our surveyor fi gures our boat cost about one-fourth of  
what a similar new one would have run, so even with re-
furbishment costs, she's an inexpensive big boat capable of 
crossing any ocean in comfort. Some Cal 46 owners love their 
boats so much that they've turned them into luxury fl oating 
condos after they've quit sailing. Eventually we may do the 
same, but for now ours is a terrifi c, fully functional cruising 
boat, complete with a generator, washer/dryer, watermaker 
and all the comforts.

Ernie & Emily Mendez
Quiet Times, Cal 46 III

San Francisco / Fort Lauderdale

 Ernie and Emily — We salute your continued active lifestyle, 
which most doctors recommend as being a key to the longest 
and healthiest life possible. And what a great life — a couple 
of months each year in a vibrant urban area, and the rest of 
the time on your boat out in nature.

⇑⇓THINKING ABOUT THE ODDS
 So far Rimas Meleshyus has been successful — and lucky 
— in his quest to circumnavigate the globe singlehanded with 
his San Juan 24 Pier Pressure. In getting from the Pacifi c 
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Ernie and Emily stay young at heart while 
sailing 'Quiet Times' out of Florida.

SPAULDING WOODEN BOAT CENTER 

  

boatworks@spauldingcenter.org
FOOT OF GATE FIVE RD. SAUSALITO, CA 94965

W W W. S PAU L D I N G C E N T E R . O R G

The oldest boatyard in Sausalito!
AFFORDABLE QUALITY

 

  

SPAULDING WOODEN BOAT CENTER 

  

boatworks@spauldingcenter.org
FOOT OF GATE FIVE RD. SAUSALITO, CA 94965

W W W. S PAU L D I N G C E N T E R . O R G

AFFORDABLE QUALITY

 

  

By bringing your boat here to be repaired or
restored, you will also be supporting,

preserving, and celebrating the craftsmanship 
and traditions of wooden boat building.

Our crane has a 12 ton capacity.
We specialize in wooden boats and

service fi berglass and metal too.
From haulouts to full restorations, we do it all!

SUMMER IS THE TIME

Our master shipwright, Marc de Millengière, can 
bring his years of experience to your boat project.

(415) 332-3721
boatworks@spauldingcenter.org

WWW.SPAULDINGCENTER.ORG



New boat or old boat, racer or cruiser, power or 

sail, bay sailor or ocean navigator...

Berkeley Marine Center is your headquarters for 

maintaining and improving all aspects of your 

boating experience!

We welcome Do-it-Yourselfers!

In Berkeley Marina  •  510-843-8195  •  www.berkeleymarine.com

Chandlery & Fuel Dock Open 7 Days

Mon – Fri 8 to 5 • Sat & Sun 9 to 5

Bottoms
Rigging
Fiberglass
Engines
Repairs
Custom Work

Berkeley Marine Center
The yard that works for you!
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Northwest to San Francisco, via Hawaii, he has developed a 
lot of respect for the open ocean. And he's been accepting help 
in further preparing himself and his boat for his proposed 
undertaking.
 People have sailed much smaller boats around the world 
and survived to tell the tale, so I don't like to see people trying 
to spoil his journey before he sees it through. I don't agree 
with Latitude when you wrote that what Rimas is doing "is on Latitude when you wrote that what Rimas is doing "is on Latitude
the edge of being a Manifestly Unsafe Voyage." Rimas is a man 
with a small boat doing his best to succeed in his 'personal 
journey'.
 Most sailors never get off of the dock because they don't 
think they are prepared to go. But you can never think of 
everything. And it really doesn't matter what size boat you 
have, as it's all about your personal comfort level.
 Rimas already has more sea miles than most sailors out 
there. He needs support, not naysayers. Sure, what he is do-
ing is risky, but so is crossing the street.
 With very few exceptions, his journey is safe, and for him, 
sane! Rimas isn't like you or me, he's much braver, and he's 
driven by his dream.

Shawn Munger
Olympia, Washington

 Shawn — All of life is a risk to be sure, and while we're all 
in favor of adventure, we don't see the point of unnecessarily 
stacking the odds against oneself. To suggest that the risk of 
crossing the street is similar to the risk of sailing a San Juan 
24 around Cape Horn is preposterous.
 We think it's similarly preposterous to suggest that boat size 
matters only for comfort. There are waves in the Southern Ocean 
that could easily swallow a 24-ft boat. Sure, former Berkeley 
resident Serge Testa sailed his 12-ft Acrohc Australis around 
the world, but he didn't do it via the Horn and the Southern 
Ocean. Neither did Webb Chiles when he sailed around in his 
open 18-footer. It's our understanding that about one sailboat 
per year disappears trying to sail around Cape Horn. We'd 
bet that most, if not all of these boats, were inherently more 
seaworthy than a San Juan 24. 
 We like Rimas for his spirit and his gumption. It's because 
we like him that we wish he weren't trying to sail around the 
Horn with a boat that wasn't made for such a purpose. We're 
not saying that it's impossible for him to succeed — just as we 
wouldn't say it's impossible to hit on 19 in blackjack and not 
win. We're just saying that it would be easy to increase his 
odds of success, something we think is worth consideration 
when a life is at stake.
 To be clear, we're not suggesting there is anything inher-
ently wrong with San Juan sailboats. They are perfectly fi ne 
for what they were designed and built to do.

⇑⇓I NEVER HEARD FROM HER AGAIN
 In 1953, at age 13, I was returning to New York City on a 
Holland American Lines passenger/freighter ship. One day out 
of New York City, I put a note with my grandparents' Kansas 
address in an aspirin bottle and tossed it overboard. About 
three years later I received a letter from a 16-year-old girl in 
Normandy, France. Her fi sherman father had found the bottle. 
She wrote in French, double-spaced, with someone else’s 
hand providing the English translation. We corresponded a 
few times, me with an awkward teenager’s fantasy of having 
a French girlfriend.
 Her last letter was very short. “My older brother, in the 
French military, was killed in North Africa.” I never heard 
from her again. I have imagined the grief her family must have 

WHALE  POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 • FAx 233-1989
Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5pm  •  Sun: 10am - 4pm • whalepoint@acehardware.com

MARINE & HARdwARE CO.

A FAmily Omily Omily wned & OperAperAper tedAtedA  Business
FOr three GenerAenerAener tiAtiA Ons

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store 

Go to www.whalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

33.6% Copper

Red, blue 
or black

Gallon
Now 
$11499

Z-SPAR PETIT
Flagship Varnish
Highest UV
protection
available. 
Quart

Pint: List $3780

Now $2799

Quart: List $6799

Now $3999

FuRRIoN 
Shore-Power CordShore-Power Cord
30AMP

25’ $6999

50’ $8999

TRoJAN & 
CENTENNIAl
Batteries
MaRine 
deeP-CyCLe 
batteRies

24TM • 85amp .........Now $11999*
27TM • 105amp .......Now $13999*
6 Volt .......................Now $14999*
8D • 12 Volt .............Now $18999*
*Price with trade-in of old battery of equal size.

SEA HAwk TAloN
Anti-Fauling Paint

SEACHoICE
Horn

8 oz.
Non-flammable

Horn $1999

Refill $1499

CANvAS BuCkET
Very handy bucket 
to have on your boat. to have on your boat. 
barely takes up any
space... simply fold
down to store.

List $24.99
Now $2199

SEADoG
Floating Winch HandleFloating Winch Handle

8” Locking Now $2899

10” Locking Now $2999

CoBRA
Marine 
VHF
Compact 
handheld 
radio.

List $11999

Now
$7999
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thinking about new cushions. 
Order now!

www.SouthBeachRiggers.com

South Beach Riggers

•	Mast
•	Rigging

do it once.
do it Right.

period.

415.331.3400

•	Fabrication
•	Hydraulics

come see us in Sausalito
399 Harbor dr., Sausalito, CA 94965
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•	Insurance	Work
•	More…
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“The boat looks great. 
It really is a pleasure 
to come back to a clean 
boat. Your service is 
fantastic.”

– David Enzminger, 
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felt, to have raised a baby during World War II, only to have 
him killed in yet another war. Maybe her parents stopped the 
correspondence because they sensed the potential loss of now 
their only child to a foreigner.

Welton Rotz
Sausalito

⇑⇓SHE CAN'T HELP IT, IT'S THE MUSIC'S FAULT
 While kayaking around the Berkeley Marina in September  

2006, I came across 
the following message 
in a bottle: "Stranger. 
It's not my fault that I 
get naked. The music 
requires that I do so." 
It was signed Sha-
kira. The handwriting 
seems to match that 
on Shakira's website, 
and she'd been on 
tour and had been 

performing in San Jose a week earlier.
Paul Kamen, Naval Architect, P.E.

Berkeley

 Readers — For those not current with pop culture, Shakira 
Isabel Mebarak Ripoll, best known simply as Shakira, is a 
Colombian singer-songwriter, dancer, record producer, choreog-
rapher, and model. She was born and raised in Barranquilla, 
Colombia. Having sold over 70 million albums, she was named 
one of the 100 Most Infl uential Women in the World by Forbes 
magazine.

⇑⇓MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE FROM A DEPARTMENT STORE
 About 50 years ago our family was beachcombing around 
Red Rock, the island near the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
My mom, now 93, had us two little sea squirts hanging onto 
her skirt. We found a bottle with a note in it that instructed 
us to, of all things, take it to Macy's department store to re-
ceive a free gift. My brother and I were so excited! When we 
got to Macy's, the lady at the counter slid a box of 12 bottles 
of after-shave cologne across the counter at us. That took the 
wind out of our sails. But from then on our mom could keep 
track of her crew by smell.

Molly Pruyn
Alberg 35

Richmond YC

⇑⇓SUCH THINGS HAPPEN ALL THE TIME
 I've never found a message in a bottle, but I tossed a bottle 
with a message overboard. It was 1968, and I was somewhere 
between the Gate and Monterey at the time. Three years 
later somebody in the Marshall Islands found the bottle and 
message, and they contacted me. I've since heard that such 
things are not uncommon.

Brooks Townes
Port Townsend, Washington

⇑⇓A MESSAGE FROM QUEEN MARY
 On December 21, 1967, I was home on leave from the Army 
at my parents' house in south Orange County. As I remember, 
the weather was fabulous — mid-70s, water about 60°, small 
north swell running. So my buddies and I went surfi ng just 
south of San Onofre. Before paddling out — no wetsuits or 
leashes in those days — I found two glass bottles on the beach. 
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It's not Shakira's fault; the music — and 
perhaps the wine — require it.

SAN FRANCISCO MARINA

There is Something For Everyone at Our Prestigious Marina

 

Set your course a full 180 degrees from 
the world of deadlines and commitment, 
into the world-renowned San Francisco 

Marina Small Craft Harbor, host of the 2013 
Americas Cup. Discover a boater’s paradise 
and why so many boaters choose the San 
Francisco Marina Small Craft Harbor as their 
home port of call. From the first-time owner 
to the experienced Captain, there is a wealth 
of mariner knowledge on our state-of-the-art 
floating docks. 

To reserve a transient berth or for information 
regarding available long term berths, please 
contact the Marina Office.

3950 Scott Street | San Francisco, CA 94123
415.831.6322 | www.sfrecpark.org

Stunning 35-acre, 725-slip marina, featuring all floating docks, 
50% new concrete docks

725 berths, accommodating vessels up to 90 feet

Electrical service from 30amp/125 volt to 50amp 125/250 volt

Free water at every berth 

Sanitary pump-out service available, free to all

Shower and restroom facilities, open 24/7

The Marina Office is open daily, monitoring VHF Channel 16 & 68

Automobile parking available near the marina 

Marine fuel station, featuring diesel and gasoline

Beautiful view of the Golden Gate bridge, accessible by our 
signature Bay Trail

Immediate Access to the San Francisco Bay World Class Sailing

Shopping, Restaurants and Nightclubs, all within walk ing 
distance of the marina

World Renowned Marina Green Park and Fitness Center

Two World-class Yacht Clubs
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This was long before plastic trash appeared on our beaches. 
The bottles were green and had a series of fi ve-pointed stars 
around the neck. Inside were notes that said if the fi nder 

would send the time, 
date, and location 
of finding a bottle, 
along with the note 
to the Queen Mary in Queen Mary in Queen Mary
Long Beach, he or she 
would receive a gift.
I kept one bottle and 
sent the other note in 
the other to the ad-
dress indicated. A few 
weeks later I received 

a very nice ashtray (?) with a picture of the Queen Mary and Queen Mary and Queen Mary
an inscription stating the dates of her last voyage: October 31 
to December 9, 1967, Southampton, England, to Long Beach.

Keith Fullenwider
Capistrano Beach

⇑⇓AN ALWAYS-VIGILANT MARINE FOUND MY MESSAGE
 I sailed to Oahu from San Francis-
co in 1989. When we hit the halfway 
mark, we celebrated with a bottle of 
champagne. When we were done, I 
put a drawing of the boat and my 
card in the empty bottle and tossed 
it overboard. A year later I got a letter 
from a U.S. Marine in Japan, who 
had found the bottle on a beach on 
a small island off Okinawa. He took 
a photo of it in the sand and one of 
him holding the drawing.

Steve Andersen
Thetis, Ericson 32-1

San Rafael

⇑⇓SERIOUS SATPHONE PROBLEMS
 Do you know what kind of satphone the Kaufmans used on 
Rebel Heart to call the Coast Guard, the one that then didn't Rebel Heart to call the Coast Guard, the one that then didn't Rebel Heart
work anymore? Was it an Iridium, a Globalstar, or a Thuraya? 
Apparently their satphone stopped working because their SIM 
card was no longer valid.
 We are concerned about the SIM card issue, because we 
found out that Iridium SIM cards get deactivated if you run 
out of minutes and don't get more within a few days. Please 
advise, as this is a serious issue because more and more 
cruisers are using satphones instead of SSBs.

Marek Nowicki
Vet of the 2003, 2005 and 2012 Ha-Ha's

Raireva, Vickers 34
Green Cove Springs

 Marek — This is indeed a serious issue, as satphones are 
increasingly the emergency lifeline cruisers have when far 
offshore. When there was a serious illness on the Ha-Ha last 
year, having a satphone aboard Profl igate was a godsend. 
We presume that Rebel Heart used an Iridium phone, as it's Rebel Heart used an Iridium phone, as it's Rebel Heart
the most popular satphone in the United States. Globalstar's 
bent-pipe technology wouldn't have worked as far offshore as 
Rebel Heart was.Rebel Heart was.Rebel Heart
 Eric Kaufman told NPR radio that they used their satphone 
to call the Coast Guard and give a pan-pan advisory of their 
situation. But their phone no longer worked after the fi rst call. 
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Keith found two identical messages in a 
bottle from the 'Queen Mary'.
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Messages in a bottle can 
result in new friends.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!  
Chandlery & Rig Shop  /  510.521.8454

info@svendsens.com / www.svendsens.com
1851 Clement Avenue, in the Alameda Marina

The world’s fi rst 
propane powered outboard engines.
LEHR’s 2.5hp, 5.0hp, 9.9hp and 15hp engines 

have received numerous awards for their efforts 
towards keeping our oceans clean.

Special Order Only.
18% OFF

GO GREEN
with environmentally 

friendly outboard 
motor technology!

Comes in:
15 HP
9.9 HP
5.0 HP
2.5 HP



Your full service boat yard.

Gallery  |  Links |  Green YardHome  |  Services  |  Rates

(510) 521-6100 • Fax (510) 521-3684

2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   COmpARE uS wITh ThE COmpETITION   ~

• Prop and Shaft Work
• Mast & Rigging Repair
• Fiberglass & Blister Repair
• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel Engine Service
• LPU Hull & Topside
• Electrical Repair & 

Installation

CLEAN AND GREEN
Now – the latest in environmental

filtration technology. Protecting you,
our workers and the Bay.
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Kaufman said one of the factors in their decision to activate 
their EPIRB was that they were offshore with a sick infant and 
boat problems, and could no longer make calls to the Coast 
Guard and doctors.
 The Kaufmans say they later found out that their satphone 
time provider had sent them a new SIM card. They hadn't got-
ten it because they were in Mexico and/or had already taken 
off when it arrived.
 It's not entirely clear to us why the Kaufmans were sent a 
different SIM card, but an experience we had last summer may 
shed some light on it. When the Wanderer and Doña de Mallorca 
brought Profl igate north from Mexico, we were surprised to 
discover that our normally reliable Iridium satphone wouldn't 
work. Assuming that we needed more time, de Mallorca called 
the retailer and ordered more time via credit card. The phone 
still didn't work.
 When we got to California, the retailer explained that either 
the time period for using the minutes, or the minutes, had run 
out. In either case, for some reason we needed a new SIM card.
 We'd never had this problem before because previously 
the retailer would notify us when we needed to sign up for 
new minutes and/or a new time frame in which to use them. 
They had a good reason to do this, as selling time is one of 
the biggest ways they make money. Alas, the reliable woman 
who had handled our account had left the company. She had 
been replaced by a numbskull who: 1) Neglected to notify us 
our time period for using minutes was about to expire, and 2) 
neglected to inform us that just putting more money into our 
account wouldn't help at all because we needed a new SIM 
card.
 We don't know the details of the Kaufman case, but we as-
sume something similar happened to them. Even more troubling 
is the fact that we've heard from at least one other Puddle Jump 
boat whose Iridium would no longer work because they also 
needed a new SIM card.
 The bottom line is that prior to making a trip offshore, 
somebody needs to make sure that your boat's satphone has 
enough time and a long enough time frame in which to use the 
time, ensuring that your SIM card will continue to be good. One 
would like to think this is something that time providers would 
handle, and with plenty of advance notice. But as we've seen, 
they can't be relied on.
 So if you're about to do a Pacifi c Cup or Singlehanded 
TransPac or otherwise sail offshore, make sure that you've 
checked with your provider to make sure you won't have any 
problems.

⇑⇓WILLFUL SIMPLICITY UPDATEWILLFUL SIMPLICITY UPDATEWILLFUL SIMPLICITY
 It’s been fi ve years since our Catalina 27, with an outboard, 
was the 'little boat' in the 2009 Ha-Ha. So we thought it was 
time to catch up.
 Signups for the Ha-Ha have just begun, so we're writing to 
encourage owners of small boats to join the Ha-Ha, as they 
can have a wonderful time cruising in Mexico. In fact, we think 
they can have a better time than a lot of folks with the bigger 
boats, because costs increase exponentially in every respect 
with boat length. Potential cruisers should also remember that 
no matter what size boat anyone has, everybody's boat has 
the same size 'backyard', and the backyard is just as beauti-
ful. We're in no way disparaging those with larger boats, but 
we can’t count the number of times owners of larger boats 
have said, "I wish I had a smaller boat" or "I wish I'd kept my 
Catalina 27."
 Our Willful Simplicity is well-known on the Baja side of the Willful Simplicity is well-known on the Baja side of the Willful Simplicity
Sea of Cortez, especially around La Paz. Shortly after we got 

Rigging Inspections 
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Alameda, CA • 730 Buena Vista Ave. • (510) 521-4865
Newport Beach, CA • 3433 Via Lido • (949) 645-1711
San Diego, CA • 1250 Rosecrans St. • (619) 255-8844
Seattle, WA • 1275 Westlake Ave. N • (206) 926-0361
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YOUR SAILING 
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YACHT SALES INC.

CORSAIR CRUZ 970
TRIMARAN

SEAWIND 1160 LITE
$319,000!

GEMINI LEGACY 35 CAT
$199,495

San Francisco
(510) 865-2511

helmz@aol.com
www.helmsyacht.com

San Diego
(619) 571-3513

kurt@westcoastmultihulls.com
www.westcoastmultihulls.com

CALIFORNIA’S MULTIHULL LEADERS

BEST MULTIHULL BROKERAGE

31’ CORSAIR UC
$119,000

FOUNTAINE PAJOT 43
2003 • $349,000

CHRIS WHITE ATLANTIC 42
2005 • $359,000

34’ GEMINI 105 MC
Three from $95,000

FOUNTAINE PAJOT 56
1997 • $775,000

NORSEMAN 400
Liveaboard • $179,000

58’ SUNCHASER
Priced to sell at $595,000

FOUNTAINE PAJOT HELIA 44 CATAMARAN
West Coast Debut ~ In Stock in Oakland

DRAGONFLY 35 TRIMARAN
Just Arrived!

CORSAIR 750 DASH
TRIMARAN

West Coast Multihulls and Helms Yacht Sales are teaming up to provide 
West Coast sailors the most comprehensive line-up of new and used 
multihulls, with 60+ years combined multihull experience, multihull school 
and charters, and the largest selection of new multihulls in the West.
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here, we befriended the residents of the fi shing village of San 
Evaristo, 50 miles north of La Paz. They have taken us in as 
part of their family. They put two moorings in the anchorage 
that are theoretically there for their boats, but they want us 
to be safe, so they want us to use one when we are there.
 Four years ago we started accepting donations from cruis-
ers for the village of San Evaristo. We'd get on the La Paz 
morning net when we'd go down there every six weeks for 
reprovisioning and announce that we were accepting stuff. 
The wonderful cruisers that have been in and through La Paz 
during the last four years have been unbelievably generous. 
They have donated everything you can imagine, from clothing, 
to school supplies, to batteries, to solar panels. And when 
they've come through San Evaristo, they've also donated their 
time and labor. None of what we have been able to accomplish 
in San Evaristo would have been possible without the great 
people who made the leap of faith to become cruisers.
 We are excited because this has opened up San Evaristo 
as a place where cruisers know they will be welcome to expe-
rience an authentic Mexican fi shing village, and to discover 
just how wonderful these people are. Spending so much time 
here, and becoming part of the family, has truly been the 
experience of a lifetime. It's so rewarding to live with people 
who know that family is the most important thing in life. We 
have learned a true defi nition of wealth. Maybe not everyone 
would understand or agree with us, but we are truly grateful.
 Thanks again to the Grand Poobah and the staff at Lati-
tude, because fi ve years ago you made this possible for us. 
The Poobah has always said that it's not important how big 
your boat is, just that it's safe, after which you just need to 
sever the docklines and start experiencing the joys of cruis-
ing. So we recommend that owners of small boats sign up for 
the Ha-Ha, then come and see us at San Evaristo. We've got 
some great people for you to meet.
 P.S. Latitude did an article on the full reconstructive back Latitude did an article on the full reconstructive back Latitude
surgery I had after our fi rst few months down here. It was 
a total success, and we still highly recommend the medical 
professionals down here.

Steve & Charlotte Baker
Willful Simplicity, Catalina 27

Ex-Sausalito

 Steve and Charlotte — Thanks for all the kind words. For 
what it's worth, the Bakers and their humble Catalina 27 had 
no problem on the second leg of the 2009 Ha-Ha, which was 
probably the roughest of the 60 legs of the event to date. That 
the wind was from aft of the beam didn't hurt.
 We like to think that we have a pretty good handle on the 
pros and cons of big boats and small boats, as we've sailed 
Mexico in everything from a Cal 25 to an Ocean 71, and the 
Caribbean in everything from an Olson 30 to our Surfi n' 63 
catamaran. The simplicity of small boats is hard to beat, but 
so is the pleasure of being able to sail with a dozen or two of 
your friends on a bigger boat. A boat for every purpose. We 
love them all.

⇑⇓WE'D BE HAPPY TO NEVER GO BACK
 The Wanderer’s February piece comparing cruising in 
Mexico with cruising in the Caribbean caught our eye. Hav-
ing had boats in both places, we have to chime in. We agree 
with everything the Wanderer wrote — up to the closing “can’t 
live without either” comment. For after years of sailing in the 
U.S. Virgins, British Virgins, Spanish Virgins, and a couple 
of side trips to St. Martin and St. Barth, we would be happy 
if we never went back.

MY  WAYMY  WAY

70’ WORLD CLASS CATAMARAN
FOR SALE OR WILL CONSIDER

TRADE FOR REAL ESTATE

For more information, go to:

www.myway70.com

Located in San Francisco

$2,450,000

Custom built in New Zealand and launched in 2002, 
she's 70-feet long with a 32-foot beam, twin Yanmar 
240 turbo engines, four staterooms, four heads. Galley,
dining and saloon located on main deck.
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 The trouble with the Caribbean, especially for West Coast 
sailors, is that it's a long, hard trip to get there. Soon after 
9/11, when fl ying stopped being fun, and when the price for a 
slip on Tortola reached over $1,000 a month for our Catalina 
42, we started keeping our boat on the hard in Virgin Gorda 
because it cost half as much. But what we saved in slip fees, 
we paid for in diffi culty getting to our boat.
 From our home in the Bay Area, we had to make a trip to 
SFO, fl y across country, change planes on the East Coast, 
take a taxi from the airport in St. Thomas to the ferry termi-
nal, then take two more ferries to get to our boat in Virgin 
Gorda. It took us 30 exhausting hours, and sometimes our 
bags didn't arrive with us.
 Now that we keep our boat in La Paz, we can drive from our 
home to our boat in 26 hours, which is four hours less than 
it took us to fl y and ferry to the Caribbean. And it's a lot less 
expensive for two to drive to La Paz. In addition, when driving 
to Mexico, we can bring anchors, sails, hardware, bundles 
of Latitude 38s for friends, and other goodies. Being able to 
bring stuff to our boat is a big money-saver. For example, we 
were quoted over $1,000 just to ship a boarding ladder to St. 
Thomas. When we drive to Mexico, anything that fi ts in the 
back of our SUV is fair game. Half the stuff we bring is for 
dock neighbors.
 We also think the Wanderer neglected to mention one of the 
negative things about Mexico — Jet Skis! I don’t remember 
ever seeing them in the Caribbean. But there have been a 
couple of times in the Sea of Cortez when we've been anchored 
in a quiet anchorage, and along came a big-ass powerboat 
with one or more of the damn things. It made us think we 
were back in the Delta.
 Anyway, it was a great piece, although you could have men-
tioned the greater safety and more friendly locals in Mexico a 
few more times.
 P.S. On our last two trips to Mexico we brought armloads 
of Latitudes — what a hit that was!

Jim & Betty Adams
Flibbertigibbet, Catalina 42

La Paz, BCS, Mexico

 Jim and Betty — It does take a lot of time and money, and 
is exhausting, for West Coast sailors to get to and back from 
the Caribbean. It's gotten worse since American stopped fl y-
ing to the British Virgins and started charging, like most other 
airlines, for just about every bit of baggage and inch of legroom.
 On the other hand, 'commuter cruising' to even mainland 
Mexico is perfectly viable from the West Coast. If you buy 

tickets in advance 
during non-peak pe-
riods, they aren't that 
expensive. And fl ying 
time between San 
Francisco and Puerto 
Vallarta/Banderas 
Bay is just 3 hours 
and 15 minutes.
 That said, the pure 
sailing conditions in 
the Caribbean are 
simply the best in the 
world. We've sailed 

the Olson 30 La Gamelle out of St. Barth for three seasons now, 
and have never once needed the outboard we removed three 
years ago. That's Zen sailing at its fi nest. You can do that in 
the Caribbean, but you can't do that in Mexico. The much more 

LA
TI

TU
DE

 / 
RI

CH
AR

D

Hitting 20 knots under main and jib in shorts 
and a t-shirt — that's Caribbean sailing.
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expensive Caribbean also has bluer water, better beaches, and 
an infi nitely higher percentage of younger sailors and world-
class yachts.
 As we wrote, Mexico and the Caribbean are about as differ-
ent as two tropical places can be. To each their own, but we 
can't live without the yin and yang of the two.

⇑⇓MEXICO OFFERS THE BEST CRUISING IN THE WORLD
 We completed our circumnavigation in October 2013 when 
we crossed our outbound track at the Balboa YC in Panama. 
Like a lot of boats that have been pushed around the world 
in fi ve years, we had some accumulated maintenance is-
sues that we decided we'd get taken care of while we were in 
Mexico. Having been around the world, if we had to be stuck 
somewhere for a few weeks, Mexico would be at the top of our 
list of places.
 When we passed through Mexico on our outbound leg six 
years ago, several experienced cruisers told us that we were 
not going to fi nd any place better than Mexico. They were right. 
We had great times in Peru, the Galapagos, Australia, Vanu-
atu, Maritius, South Africa, Namibia, St Helena, Ascension 
Island, and Puerto Rico. But as a cruising destination, Mexico 
is still unbeatable. Our favorite places so far are Zihuatanejo 
and La Paz.
 Anyway, we decided to have our boat work done by the 
premium yacht maintenance organization in Mazatlan, which 
was then called Total Yacht Works. Like several other boat 
owners, we got caught in the middle of the mess that resulted 
when Canadian Bob Buchanan, the majority owner of Total 
Yacht Works, fl ed the country following some sort of disagree-
ment with a former business partner.
 We don't know any more of the back story behind Bob's 
departure than what we have read in Latitude. We have heard 
lots of contradictory rumors about who did what to whom, but 
never really tried to fi gure out the details of why Bob bolted. It 
was not relevant to the situation we found ourselves in, which 
was a real mess. You see, we had no warning. We learned on 
Monday that Bob would not be in that day. On Tuesday we 
learned that he had left the country on his boat and would 
probably never come back.
 Our boat was, at the time, on the hard in the Fonatur yard. 
Our engine was in pieces in a shop that was under threat of 
being seized by the government. We were told that the assets 
of the business — did that include our engine? — could be 
used to satisfy severance pay obligations to the employees. 
For the rest of our stay in Mexico, we were worried that some 
government agency would slap a lien on our boat over this 
mess.  
 But at the height of our anxieties and frustrations, we 
were, once again, able to experience the incredible decency 
of the Mexican people. It was the former employees of Total 
Yacht Works, who stood to lose the most, who bailed us out. 
And they never said a word about what must have been a 
devastating event in their lives.  
 The workers just buckled down and got our engine and 
boat back together, and back in the water. They never asked 
if we were going to pay them for the week they spent fi nishing 
our repairs, and never cut corners to do the job before them. 
When one of the bolts securing our motor mounts broke, 
there was no question about replacing them all, rather than 
just the bad one. Replacing all the bolts was the right thing 
to do. I never had to say a word. David, the mechanic in the 
group, made two trips to the local stainless fastener shop to 
get the right bolts. Nothing was forced to fi t. Our week was 
full of examples like that. Roberto, the parts manager, sourced 

www.southbeachharbor.com
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BUY or rent a Slip
•	Buy	a	sliP	–	save	money	and	earn	equity!	Enjoy	tax	savings.	listings	start	at	$32,500.	Emery	Cove	
yacht	Harbor	is	the	only	marina	on	the	Bay	with	FEE	siMPlE	(not	a	grounds	lease)	dockominium	ownership.	

•	RENT	a	sliP	–	35-60’	slips,	rates	from	$9.80	to	$10.80	per	foot.
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•	Free	Wireless	internet,	Modern	Facilities	and	Marina	Guard®	ground	fault	monitoring.
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36.7’ BENETEAU FIRST, 2005  $105,000
Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

37’ GULFSTAR SLOOP, 1977  $59,000
Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

42’ WYLIE CUSTOM, 1992  $145,000
San Francisco (415) 484-1300

43’ GULFSTAR MkII, 1979/2005  $79,000
p Cove (510) 601-5010

36’ CATALINA SLOOP, 1987  $44,000
Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

WWW.RUBICONYACHTS.COM EMERY COVE    SAN RAFAEL    SF

3300 POWELL ST., EMERYVILLE (510) 601-5010  25 THIRD ST., SAN RAFAEL (415) 453-4770  48 COLIN P. KELLY JR. ST., SAN FRANCISCO (415) 484-1300

38’ HANS CHRISTIAN, 1979  $104,000
Emery Cove (510) 601-5010

40’ CATALINA 400, 1995  $122,500
San Rafael (415) 453-4770
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parts that we needed, and drove all over town picking them 
up. 
 In the end, we paid the workers directly for their labors. 
They then pitched it all in to take over the shop and build 
a new business from the ashes of the old one. They named 
their new business Active Marine Services — after the name 
of our boat, Active Transport.  
 We have no fi nancial interest in the business they are 
building, but can't help but wish them the best. We are 
confi dent that cruisers who follow us will enjoy the same 
excellent service and honest craftsmanship that we did as 
the company's fi rst customers. Their new web site is www.
activemarinemazatlan.com.
 If I may pitch their business a bit more, there are several 
benefi ts to using Active Marine Services. For one, the Fonatur 
yard they use is spotless. The management must really stay on 
top of the businesses that operate in the yard, because most 
yards aren't anywhere near as tidy. If you live on your boat 
during your haulout, you get access to the heads and show-
ers of the small but well-maintained Fonatur marina, which 
are close by. You also get to use the second-story swimming 
pool.
 Last but not least, there is Miriam. This young woman, 
who runs the offi ce and the Marine Travelift, really knows her 
stuff and treats boats with great care. The Travelift operator 
for our haulout was a very competent young man, but only 
because Miriam was training him. She is the pro.
 In our opinion, cruisers who fi nd themselves in need of 
a good and economical yard for boat work in Mexico should 
seriously consider Active Marine Services.

John Lewis 
Active Transport, Tayana 37

Hilo, Hawaii

 John — We've heard several other very positive reports about 
Active Marine Services, and wish them the best.
 It's interesting to note that you're not the only circumnaviga-
tors to have a letter this month naming Mexico as the best place 
you've cruised in the world. That's a much-needed feather in 
Mexico's cap.

⇑⇓MOSQUITO-BORNE ILLNESSES ON THE RISE
 Based on an article I read in the New Zealand Herald, 
Puddle Jumpers need to be aware that cases of dengue fever, 
aka breakbone fever, are at record levels in the South Pacifi c. 
There have been almost 10,000 cases and at least 11 deaths 
recorded in Fiji since last October. An increase in cases has 
also been noted in French Polynesia, Vanuatu and New Cale-
donia. You get the fever from Aedes mosquitoes, which bite 
during the day, particularly in the early morning and late 
afternoon.
 Two other mosquito-borne viral diseases are causing prob-
lems in the South Pacifi c. The fi rst is zika fever, previously 
only seen in Africa and Asia, which has been causing illness 
in French Polynesia since October last year. This is usually a 
mild illness, with fever, headaches, conjunctivitis, rash, and 
muscle pain, though there have been neurological complica-
tions in some cases. The second is chikungunya fever, also 
from Africa, which is similar to dengue, but with prominent 
joint pain, and which can be severe. Cases of dengue in people 
returning to New Zealand have increased fi vefold from the 
same three-month period two years ago.

Jessie Balding
Etoile, Ecume de Mer 26

Bay of Islands, New Zealand
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Wyliecat SRV Derek M. Baylis 65 2004
C&C Custom 43 1973
Wyliecat (new build) 40 2014
Tartan 37 2005
X-Yachts 362 Sport 36 2000
1D35, one design 35 2000
Bristol 31.1 31 1983 
Wyliecat 30 1998
Wyliecat (1/2 share) 30 2001
Newport Mk III 30 1986
Bodega Sloop 30 1977
Hunter 28.5 1989

We have two Wyliecat 30 half-ownerships
for sale starting at $37,000. Please inquire.

BROKERAGE BOATS

310 Harbor Drive, 2nd Floor, Sausalito, CA
415/332/6585
Larry R. Mayne, broker B-02871
John Saul, bearmarkyachts@gmail.com

bearmarkYACHTS

310 Harbor Drive, 2nd Floor, Sausalito, CA
415/332/6585
Larry R. Mayne, broker B-02871
John Saul, bearmarkyachts@gmail.com

B R OK E R A G E  B OAT S
Wyliecat SRV “Baylis” 65 2004
Skookum CC ketch 47 1972
Jeanneau DS 42 2008
Island Packet SP Cruiser  41 2007
Wyliecat 40 2013
Wylie 39 1985
1D35, one design 35 2000
Hanse 350 35 2008
Sea Ray Sundancer 34 2001
Bristol 31.1 31 1983
Wyliecat 30 30 2013
Wyliecat 30 (1/2-share) 30 2001
Herreshoff ketch, a “10” 30 1962
Bertram, with trailer 25 1969
Osprey pilothouse 24  2002
Charter the Wyliecat 65 Derek M. Baylis for all
the great 2013 events. Book now!

WYLIECAT
40

Safe, fun, fast.
Race, cruise, or charter.
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FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

 Open 7 days per week

 Gas and diesel available

 Check our prices

 Free pump outs

BERTHING

 Slips to 60' available

 Inside ties from $100 per mo.

 Multihull side ties available

 Check out our rates!

COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA
The Peninsula's Complete Recreational Destination!

COYOTE POINT MARINA ~ COYOTE POINT MARINA ~ COYOTE POINT MARINA 1900 Coyote Point Drive • San Mateo

650.573.2594

 Open 7 days per week

 Gas and diesel available

 Check our prices

 Free pump outs

Fuel Dock

currently closed 

for repairs.

Large, fenced, secure dry storage area

Professional boatyard in the heart of Paradise

B.P. 1111 Uturoa Raiatea 98 735 Polynésie Française
Tel: (689) 600-545 ~ Fax: (689) 600-546 ~ VHF 68
Web site: http://www.raiatea.com/carenage ~ email: raiateacarenage@mail.pf

Raiatea Carenage will make sure
paradise is everything you expected.
Call, write, or sail in . . . we're here to serve you.

TAHITI CUSTOMS POLICY
Foreign Flag vessels can stay on dry storage

in our yard for up to 12 months out of 24.

HAULOUT
• Marine Travelift 25 tons
• Marine railway 120 tons
• Storage in adjustable steel cradles
• Fenced Yard

PAINTING
• Topsides, hull, bottom, varnish
• Brush, roller, spray

MECHANICAL WORK
• Inboard, outboard, diesel, gas
• All brands

REPAIRS
• Electrical repairs
• Refrigeration installation & repair
• Fiberglass & woodwork
• Welding, steel, stainless, aluminum

SAIL LOFT
• Sail repairs, biminis, dodgers, covers

STORE
• International, Pettit, Epiglass, Devoe
• Spares
• Fill U.S. gas cylinders

DO-IT-YOURSELFERS WELCOME!
BoatUS Cooperating Marina

Your Boatyard in the Heart of Paradise
Our Services|
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 Jessie — Dengue has long been a big if not bigger problem 
in the Caribbean, where chikungunya has now made its unfor-
tunate appearance, particularly in the French Islands. We have 
two good Bartian friends who got 'chikun', and they reported 
it's not only wicked, the terrible arthritis-like symptoms can 
keep reappearing for months, if not years.
 The only prevention is to not get bitten by the mosquitoes. 
This means using DEET liberally while ashore. It also means 
cruisers are lucky, because mosquitoes usually don't make it 
out to boats. In places they do, screens are a must.

⇑⇓CHECKING IN AFTER 18 YEARS OF CRUISING
 It's been 28 years since we bought and moved aboard the 
Serendipity 43 Wings in Seattle, and 18 years since we started Wings in Seattle, and 18 years since we started Wings
sailing around the world. That's a long time, of which we've 
enjoyed just about every minute. It's time for an update.
 Judy and I are now in Costa Rica, nearing the end of our 
very long circumnavigation. Wings hasn't changed much in Wings hasn't changed much in Wings
all that time, but we have — we're a bit older. As such, maybe 
it's time for us to settle down a little. So after another 1,000 
miles or so, during which time we'll cross our outbound path, 
we'll probably stop in Mexico and base out of there.
 Here are a few highlights of owning Wings. We lived aboard 
and raced in Seattle for 10 years, then sailed south to Mexico 
in 1986. Mexico was wonderful, of course, and we enjoyed the 
Sea of Cortez, La Paz, Mazatlan, Guaymas, Puerto Vallarta 
and all the other stops along the West Coast — including 
Acapulco. We raced in the Banderas Bay Regatta in 1997, 
and won our division. That was fun. Mexico is like our fi rst 
love, the one we'll never forget.
 Crossing the Pacifi c in 1998 was also wonderful, with our 
landfall in the Marquesas being particularly unforgettable. We 
had great weather for that crossing, and met a lot of really 
neat fellow cruisers in the South Pacifi c. That was the year 
when we made our best 24-hour run, 203 miles, between 
Bora Bora and Samoa. In those years we hadn’t learned to 
slow down, and still sailed Wings as though we were racing Wings as though we were racing Wings
her. I guess that 450 races in Seattle before we left had given 
us some bad habits, I'm not sure I've lost all of them yet.
 When we arrived in New Zealand we fell in love with that 
beautiful green country and all her fantastic sailors. Judy 

and I both worked for 
a year in Auckland. 
Then I quit the cor-
porate world and got 
media credentials 
so I could work as a 
photographer for the 
2000 America’s Cup. 
One day I met Wings'
designer, Doug Peter-
son, at the media cen-

ter and told him what a great boat we thought the Serendipity 
was for cruising. He seemed surprised.
 A couple of years later, after trips to many of the Pacifi c 
Islands, we sailed into Sydney Harbor. We beat past Sydney 
Head in 25 knots on a sunny Sunday, and came upon a race 
inside the harbor. All the racers were wearing shorts and 
T-shirts. It was surreal because we were still bundled up in 
foulies. We stripped off our heavy gear and joined in the race!
 It took two attempts, but in 2004 we fi nally made it from 
Australia to Hong Kong, where we spent 18 months. Hong 
Kong is a fantastic place, and we loved it. We sailed out of 
Discovery Bay on Lantau Island, and found the Hong Kong 
sailing scene to be vibrant and fun. Sailors in Hong Kong know 
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'Wings' has taken Fredrick and Judy almost 
around the world in 18 years.

For directions and rates go to:
www.fortman.com 

1535 Buena Vista Ave., Alameda, California

(510) 522-9080

BEST VALUE ON 
THE ESTUARY
Compare and Save!Compare and Save!

• Sheltered Alameda Location
• Protected and Quiet
• Great Neighbors
• Competitive Rates
• Home of the Alameda Yacht Club

Fortman

Marina

Not just great sunshine, amenities,
location, protected slips, parking, but…

BETTER RATES!
Call today to see how you

can save all year long.
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IN SUR ING BOAT S & YAC HT S
F OR OV E R 50 Y E AR S

Contact Us for a Quote

Exclusive
MARINERS Odyssey® Program

Mexico
South America
South Pacifi c
Caribbean
Mediterranean

Racing Sailboat
Program

Transpac
Pacifi c Cup
PV / Cabo Races
Caribbean Regattas

www.marinersins.com N. California*
boomeins@aol.com

800-853-6504
*Independent Agent

Corporate Offi ce: 206 Riverside Ave., Suite A
Newport Beach, CA 92663 / Ins. Lic. #0D36887

Providing Cruisers and Racers All Over the World
with Prompt, Reliable Service since 1959

L.A./Orange Co.
800-992-4443

San Diego
800-639-0002

Official
Sponsor

BAJA
HA-HA

2014

Proudly serving for over 25 years

Safe, cost effective,
professional rigging solutions.

We'll get you ready for your next
sailing adventure!

Design consulting • Commissioning
Refi ts • Custom line and hardware

2805 Cañon St., San Diego CA 92106 
619.226.1252

www.pacifi coffshorerigging.com

SAN DIEGO'S RIGGING CENTER

WE SHIP
RIGGING

WORLDWIDE

since 1983

2014

Made in Maine - Of�ice in San Diego
(207) 415-5104  www.seabags.com

We trade bags for Sails!
Contact christa@seabags.com for info 

on our sail trade program 

SaSails froils from Am Arorounundd t thehe World,  World, 
Recycled in Maine. 
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how to have a blast, and we readily joined in. But you need to 
have money for the good life in Hong Kong, so we both went 
to work again.
 After a second cruise through the Philippines, in 2006 we 
sailed to Singapore, where we got new jobs. We then moved 
to Bangkok for three years, keeping Wings in either Raffl es Wings in either Raffl es Wings
Marina in Singapore or Yacht Haven in Phuket. During those 
years we commuted to the boat every two weeks and raced 
every chance we got. Among the races we did was the 2007 
King's Cup, which we won. If Mexico was our fi rst love, Thai-
land was our second. The food, the people, the cruising — all 
are top-notch. We miss it.
 We had one false departure for crossing the Indian Ocean, 
which, after experiencing some really bad weather and other 
unfortunate circumstances, made us turn back. It fact, it 
almost ended our cruising, as we were ready to ship the boat 
back to North America. We fi nally decided to take on crew — 
Pierre, the famous French guy in Singapore — for what turned 
out to be an epic sail across the south Indian Ocean. That 
was probably our most arduous sail, as we had 18 days of 
strong winds and big seas. We arrived sunburned and salty 
at Mauritius, where Pierre left us. He would later be replaced 
by Jean and Jennifer Mee, a delightful Mauritian couple. They 
are good sailors who are always up for an adventure.
 Six months later we sailed to South Africa, which proved 
to be another fantastic stop. We had some boisterous sails 
in the Agulhas Current down the east coast of South Africa, 
but never had any real problems. We bought an old Mercury 
so we could tour game parks and other places in Africa. In 
2012, we set off across the Atlantic with Randy and Laura, 
formerly of Pollen Path.
 St. Helena, Fernando de Noronha, Brazil, and fi nally 
Trinidad — all interesting stops, and we had pleasant winds, 
favorable currents, and excellent crew the whole way.
 I won't say too much about the year we spent in the Eastern 
Caribbean, except to say that despite the crowds and perhaps 
higher-than-necessary prices, it rewarded us with lots of great 
sailing and many new friends. We raced a few races, including 
Antigua Sailing Week, where we were trounced for the fi rst 
time ever. That defeat still burns.
 Now, after a long stay in Colombia and another in Panama, 
and a transit of the Canal, we fi nd ourselves back in the Pa-

cifi c and closing in on 
completing our circum-
navigation. We have 
visited 45 countries by 
boat, and many others 
by land and air, and 
it's been great. We've 
had wonderful experi-
ences that we will trea-
sure always, and made 
countless great friends. 
We've raced in dozens of 
ports, and joined boats 
for races — such as the 

Sydney to Hobart — where we couldn't take Wings.
 Our Serendipity 43 has been a fantastic boat. We still love 
her and we love living aboard. This has been a great life that 
we don't want to be over, so we'll be looking for more sailing 
adventures in the future — even if it doesn't include any more 
ocean crossings. We've sworn off those.
 Thanks for mentioning us in the May issue and publish-
ing the photo, but there were a couple of errors. First, the 
woman in the photo with the giant squid was actually Andrea 
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Judy and Fredrick are just 1,000 miles from 
completing their circumnavigation.

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205, SAUSALITO, CA 94965

 

Sausalito's Finest Marina

www.schoonmakermarina.com

• Full service harbor master's
 offi ce
• Waterfront dining
• Free WiFi access
• Guest facilities with restrooms,
 showers and dressing rooms

• Water sport rentals
• Surveillance and electronic
 controlled gates
• Individual water hook ups
• Garbage and recycling
 disposal

MARINA AMENITIES

415•331•5550
FAX 415•331•8523
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Whitecaps
Marine Outfitters

Ship to Shore - We’ve got you covered

Everything you need for the
PACIFIC CUP

Always FREE SHIPPING
www.whitecapsmarine.com  |  Toll Free (888) 994-4832

Henri Lloyd O�shore ELITE

Foul Weather Gear Custom Team Gear

Safety GearSafety Gear

Spinlock PFDs & TethersSpinlock PFDs & Tethers

Footwear

www.aquamarineinc.net

Hydraulic
Motor

12 VOLT DC12 VOLT DC316 S/S REMOTE PANEL

HYDRAULIC

MODULAR KIT

Watermakers Since 1987
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Nowasad. Sorry about the mixup in our blog. Andrea and her 
husband Neale have sailed — and raced! — their Vagabond 
47 Epic out of Hong Kong for many years. Their boat is now Epic out of Hong Kong for many years. Their boat is now Epic
for sale as they have an Oceanis 45 on order.
 Also, while we did have some really bad weather on our way 
from the South Pacifi c to New Zealand in 1994, we weren't 
actually in the Queen's Birthday Storm.

Fredrick Roswold & Judy Jensen
Wings, Serendipity 43

Golfi to, Costa Rica

 Frederick and Judy — Thanks for the terrifi c update. The 
reason we thought you'd been in the Queen's Birthday Storm 
is that, as you might remember, we used a two-page spread 
photo of Wings in rough South Pacifi c conditions to illustrate 
that storm. Sorry. In any event, congratulations on the upcom-
ing completion of one of the longest circumnavigations by West 
Coast sailors we can recall.

⇑⇓ANCHORING AT CATALINA'S HARBOR REEF
 I sail to Catalina quite frequently, and over the years have 
anchored at several different coves. I’ve never, however, tried 
anchoring atop or near Harbor Reef off the Isthmus. But I've 
seen Latitude's catamaran Profl igate anchored there several Profl igate anchored there several Profl igate
times, and have read that you've spent quite a bit of time on 
the hook there. So I hope you can answer a few questions.
 What was your experience with the holding ground? What's 
the bottom like? Is there any part of the triangle formed by 
Bird Rock, the pole, and the buoy that you recommend?
 My boat draws 4'11" — about the same as Profl igate — so Profl igate — so Profl igate
it seems as though there would be enough water on the reef, 
as long as I avoided the well-charted rock on the southeast 
part of the triangle. There is also one spot on the reef where 
the depth appears to be just shy of six feet, so I'd avoid that 
if there were a minus tide.
 Since this area might be a bit less-protected, and there-
fore more rolly than in the deeper water against the cliffs, I'd 
probably deploy a fl opper stopper. But Profl igate is so stable Profl igate is so stable Profl igate
that I'd guess the rolling wouldn't be an issue for you.

Alan Gomes
Spartina, Ericson 26

San Pedro

 Alan — We haven't spent much time at Harbor Reef recently, 
but over the years we've probably spent over 150 nights above 
it. Ninety percent of the time we've had the place to ourselves.
 The reef is rock, and except for the spot next to the southeast 
piling, and the one shallow spot halfway between the piling 
and the buoy, it's about 10 to 50 feet deep. On one occasion one 
rudder tapped the rock at the shallow spot halfway between the 
piling and the buoy, and a couple of other times we shortened 
up on the rode because it looked as though a rudder might tap 
it again. But depth has rarely been a worry.
 After we've dropped a honking big Fortress anchor on the 
rocky reef, there's never been a danger of our boat dragging. 
Supposedly there is a sand patch in about 50 feet just to the 
north of the reef where you can drop a hook, but we've never 
bothered to look for it. The rocks on the reef are craggy, so 
sometimes our anchor chain will get snagged and jerk the cat 
up short. Once, we couldn't work the chain free and had to 
have a diver free it from being wedged between some rocks. 
Usually there is a thick kelp forest atop the reef. It might be our 
imagination, but it seems the gentle motion of the nubby kelp 
rubbing against the hulls kept the bottom clean.
 There are some great things about anchoring on Harbor 

Boat Loans
Made Easy®

Let our 31 years of experience go to work for you!

Loan Amounts from $25,000
Instant Loan Approvals* • 90 Days to First Payment*

*Subject to Loan Program Guidelines and Credit Approval
Reference Code = MAR931

Call
866-377-3948

www.essexcredit.com

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER

- NEW
- USED
- REFINANCE

31st
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QUANTUM SAIL DESIGN GROUP

.QUANTUMSAILS.COM
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Quantum® Sails
Proud Sponsor of the 
2014 Pacific Cup

Winning Sail Strategies — FREE SEMINAR!

Join sailing experts   
Jeff Thorpe and Will Paxton to  
learn about winning sail strategies.  
July 3, Pacific Cup Village, 4-5 p.m.

Event Sail Preparation and Handling  
Contact Quantum Pacific service experts  
for all your sail preparation needs.   
Ben Mercer, Service Manager

Quantum Pacific  •  1230 Brickyard Cove  •  Pt Richmond, CA 94801  •  510-234-4334  •  sanfrancisco@quantumsails.com

(510) 234-4400

560 W. Cutting Blvd., #2
Richmond, CA 94804
Inside the KKMI boatyard

•  Classic dodgers and biminis
•  Drop-top folding dodgers
•  Custom canvas for sailboats

Your Boat
is a thing of beauty.

We want to keep it that way.

We combine communication, innovation, experience, 
and passion to create the best looking and most 
durable covers possible.

(800) 726–2848
(510) 533–9290

SHOW SEASON SPECIALS!

3003

333 Kennedy Street
Oakland, CA 94606(800) 726–2848

(510) 533–9290
www.outboardmotorshop.com

All Prices INCLUDE freight & prep, plus tax & license only.

SHOW SEASON SPECIALS!COSTCO MEMBER PRICE IS
$13,650

130 Super Sport with Mercury 40hp 4-stroke
and galvanized trailer. Enjoy it this summer!

1926-2014
Your Bay Area Dealer

For 88 Years

130 SUPER SPORT130 SUPER SPORT
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Reef — you're by yourself, the water is often very clear, the 
kelp forest is beautiful, the scenery is beautiful, the Internet is 
decent, and unlike when on a mooring or anchored near the 
cliffs, you don't need clothes. Oh yeah, it's free, too.
 There are two bad things about anchoring on Harbor Reef. 
The fi rst is that people with relatively large powerboats think 
nothing of passing within 50 feet of you at 25 knots, creating 
huge wakes. Thanks a lot. Even big ferries passing 200 yards 

away can rock the fi ll-
ings out of your teeth. 
But worst of all is that 
on many afternoons 
there is a southwest-
erly wind blowing out 
from the Isthmus, and 
a northwesterly swell 
coming down the face of 
the island. The result is 
that any boat anchored 
on the reef — which 

gets almost no protection from the swell — is going to be beam 
to the swells. Thanks to Profl igate's 30-ft beam, we've never 
had to move because it was so unpleasant, but sometimes it's 
been pretty noisy and certainly less comfortable than if we'd 
been anchored closer to shore. However, on many afternoons 
it would simply be untenable for monohulls, which is why you 
rarely see them out there. Mornings and evenings are normally 
much calmer.

⇑⇓LIFE IS ALL ABOUT RISKS AND REWARDS
 There have been a lot of comments about cruising with 
young children, as the Kaufmans were doing. My wife and 
I were blessed with a daughter, born in Fiji, who sailed the 
rest of the way around the world with us. Were there risks? 
You bet. Were there uplifting life experiences for us all? You 
bet. People can live their lives in cul de sacs if they want. 
There won't be many risks, but there won't be many uplifting 
experiences either.

Gary Balding
Heart of Gold, 30-ft sloop
Winchester Bay, Oregon

⇑⇓A CRUISING FAMILY WORTHY OF AN INTERVIEW
 I recently received an email from Austrian friends Karl and 
Alexandra Mayer, aboard their 47-ft steel boat Muktuk. They've 
been cruising with their sons Jan and Noah, who I believe are 
9 and 7. Karl used to be a tech guy on the world motocross 
circuit, and has been quick to help other cruisers with their 
mechanical problems. 'Ally' is a teacher who homeschools 
their sons. They are the sweetest and most humble people.
 Not long ago the family fi nished a circumnavigation of the 
Americas, meaning from the Northwest Passage to Cape Horn, 
and now they are sailing a course that many others wouldn't 
dare — nonstop from New Zealand to Alaska. I think what 
the family has done and is doing is a great counterpoint to 
the Rebel Heart incident. They would make a great interview. Rebel Heart incident. They would make a great interview. Rebel Heart
Based on the most recent email, here's a synopsis of what 
they've been up to lately:
 They spent six months in New Zealand, two of them at 
Stewart Island, circumnavigating what they found to be a 
very beautiful country. They headed south from Opua so 
early in the season they only saw two other cruising boats the 
whole time. They had "shit weather" for the fi rst four weeks, 
with "only two days without gale or storm warnings." But 
they wrote of great anchorages, lovely scenery, and plenty of 
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'Profl igate' all by her lonesome atop Cata-
lina's Harbor Reef.
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seafood. While going up the west coast, they stopped at the 
fjordlands. They departed New Zealand at Nelson for Alaska 
in March.
 "Tomorrow we will have been fi ve weeks at sea, during 
which time we have covered 4,000 miles," they wrote. "We still 
have another 2,300 to go to Dutch Harbor. We are all doing 
great beating into the tradewinds, but we are defi nitely looking 
forward to some cooler weather. The South Pacifi c Conver-
gence Zone and the ITCZ made sailing quite miserable. Who 
needs the doldrums anyway? Our route might not be the most 
logical, but it will get us to the Aleutians. The boys are doing 
great. They are in their offshore mode, which means reading 
a lot, listening to audio books, having school in the morning, 
telling stories only they can understand, and spending hours 
knitting and crocheting. They've already made a collection of 
hats and scarves."
 Yes, I think they'd make a great interview.

Tom Van Dyke
En Pointe, Searunner 31

Santa Cruz

 Tom — What the Mayers have done and are doing is more 
extreme than what most cruising families do. Heck, it's far more 
extreme than what most cruisers do. So yes, we're sure they'd 
make a great interview. That said, we'd be more inclined to do 
an interview with a California cruising family doing something 
more middle-of-the-road.

⇑⇓CRUISING TO PREVENT HOMICIDES AND DRUG USE
 I think it's wonderful when children have the ability to be 
with their parents in a constructive environment like cruising. 
I say more power to the Kaufmans and the many other cruis-
ing families of the world. Undoubtedly their children will not 
grow up to be drug-using, lazy, homicidal pieces of dirt that 
the United States seems to be turning out in abundance.
 If we mariners were to have to pay for the rescue of fellow 
mariners such as the Kaufmans, then I think the survivors of 
airline crashes should have to pay for their rescue, too. The 
same can also be said of commercial fi shermen, people in 
train derailments, canoeists, and motorists evacuated from 
their vehicle during a fl ood, hurricane, or any other act of 
God. 
 Hundreds of boaters from around the world are heading to 
the South Pacifi c at this time of year. Unfortunately, many of 
them do not have the experience of Mr. Kaufman, nor a boat 
as seaworthy as the family's Hans Christian 36. The Kaufman 
family was doing everything that many other experienced 
sailors are in the process of doing at this very moment. Wake 
up, America! The mainstream news organizations should be 
ashamed of themselves for the shallow treatment given to this 
topic. No wonder the Kaufman family was sailing away.

Mark Bigalke
Vancouver, Washington

Mark — It's a bit of an exaggeration to say it's 'beyond a 
doubt' that kids brought up on cruising boats won't turn to 
drugs. It's happened. That said, based on the cruising kids 
we've known, particularly those who have become adults, 
being raised on a boat and in the cruising community seems 
to offer a lot of advantages and opportunities to take on major 
responsibilities at a young age. We think this is particularly 
true for kinetic boys, who seem to learn most quickly by doing 
things they fi nd interesting in the real world, and who seem to 
be failed by the current education models here in the States.
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⇑⇓WEBB CHILES ERRATA
 After I wrote my May issue article about solo sailor Webb 
Chiles, who plans to sail around the world singlehanded with 
a Moore 24, I was notifi ed of multiple mistakes and inaccura-
cies in my piece. I'd like to correct them.
 I incorrectly stated that Carol, Webb's current wife, is his 
sixth wife. She's actually only his fi fth wife, as he once mar-
ried the same woman, Suzanne, twice. He's been married six 
times, but only to fi ve women.
 During Webb’s sea trial around Guadalupe Island, I re-
ported that his Moore 24 Gannet often saw speeds of eight Gannet often saw speeds of eight Gannet
knots in just 10 to 12 knots of breeze. I stated that he'd been 
fl ying a spinnaker during these times. He was actually sailing 
with just a full main and a furling 110% jib.
 Since Gannet will have no windvane — or wind instruments Gannet will have no windvane — or wind instruments Gannet
— I reported that Chiles would rely on tiller pilots and solar 
power for steering, and that he planned to spend long periods 
of time at the helm. This is incorrect. His backup 'autopilot' 
will be sheet-to-tiller steering. He hopes to spend little time 
driving the boat.
 I interviewed Webb on two delightful afternoons in San 
Diego, during which time we had lunch and hung out on Gan-
net. I took extensive notes and wrote down lots of quotes. But 
thanks to our lively discussions about singlehanding small 
boats, followed by my long solo passage to Hawaii, I may have 
become confused about some of my notes.
 I apologize to Latitude readers and to Webb for misrepre-Latitude readers and to Webb for misrepre-Latitude
senting his words. I promise to do better in the future.

Ronnie Simpson
Mongo, (Nor)Cal 27

Currently in Lahaina, Hawaii

⇑⇓THE POLICE SUSPECTED HER DRINK WAS SPIKED
 Although many people, ourselves included, go to Mexico 
and enjoy the food and drinks with few to no problems, it 
was disturbing for us to read about Jeff and Debbie Hartjoy’s 
experience of Debbie's possibly being drugged by one of the 
margaritas she drank. And then having the Wanderer follow 
it up by mentioning that his whole crew of healthy 30- to 
40-year-olds once had a similar experience with a pitcher of 
margaritas. The reason we found it so disturbing is as follows:
 A few years back, Ray and Diane Edwards, dear friends 
of ours, enjoyed the Baja Ha-Ha and then continued to enjoy 
cruising Mexico aboard Last Duck, a Gemini 32 cat that was 
their retirement home. We were to meet them in Mazatlan 
and all enjoy a Sea of Cortez crossing back to La Paz. The 
day we fl ew into Mazatlan, we were greeted at the entrance of 
the marina by Ray, who asked us to give him a hug because 
Diane, who'd had no medical issues at the time, had died dur-
ing the night. This was after they'd both been brought back to 
their boat by the police because she passed out and Ray was 
incapacitated. The police asked to be allowed to take Diane 
to the hospital, but Ray, not knowing what he was doing or 
saying, declined.
 The police decided that the most probable cause of death 
was their having drunk a couple of margaritas that had some-
thing in them.
 Drinking the margaritas was the last thing Ray says he 
could remember before they were brought back to their boat. 
Diane was left passed out in the cockpit, and Ray then passed 
out in the forward berth. He didn't know anything was seri-
ously wrong with Diane until he awoke the next morning.
 It should be noted that Diane was not a heavy drinker 
anyway, and Ray only remembers their having two margaritas: 
One each at two different, but very nice, locations.
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 After the Hartjoys' letter, Latitude's response, and what 
happened to Diane, we can't help but wonder how prevalent 
this is.
 I had known Diane since the fi rst grade back in Cary, North 
Carolina. Jack and I introduced Diane to Ray. We married the 
same year, and moved to California the same year. We worked 
together for a period of years before work took us to different 
towns. We stayed friends and shared a love for sailing, as well 
as partnering on boats. This was a couple we had known a 
long time.
 We currently have a wonderful S&S Catalina 38 berthed 
at Brickyard Cove in Richmond. We've read about the Baja 
Ha-Ha since Latitude started it 21 years ago, and it's been Latitude started it 21 years ago, and it's been Latitude
our goal to do a Ha-Ha in the future.

Jack & Brenda Payne
Show Biz, Catalina 38

Brickyard Cove, Pt. Richmond

 Jack and Brenda — What an awful story. It would have 
been good if there could have been an autopsy done on Diane, 
but it certainly sounds suspicious.
 We don't know how prevalent such incidents are, if they are 
prevalent at all. Our incident happened in 1983, which was 
a long time ago. People we know have collectively consumed 
about a million margaritas in Mexico since then, and these are 
the fi rst two times we've heard of any serious problems. Has 
anyone else had a similar incident?

⇑⇓'TI PROFLIGATE, 'ANIMAL STYLE'
 There is a photo spread on pages 84-85 of the April issue, 
and if I'm not mistaken, it's of Saba Rock Resort in North 
Sound, Virgin Gorda. That's one of my favorite stops when 
sailing in the BVIs. We were last there in 2011 during a two-
week charter aboard the Wanderer's catamaran 'ti Profl igate. 
We are looking forward to a return, probably in 2016.
 While attending the Strictly Sail Pacifi c Show a while back, 
I picked up BVI Yacht Charters' brochure from their booth. 
When I later looked at it, 'ti Profl igate was no longer listed 
among the catamarans available for charter at their Tortola 
base. I'm curious if you've taken her out of the program, 
moved her to the company's St. Martin base, or just placed 
her on the 'secret menu' at Tortola because she is so heavily 
booked that no advertising is needed.

Bill Crowley
Clarsa, Newport 23

Napa

 Bill — The closest of your guesses is that 'ti Profl igate is on 
BVI Yacht Charter's 'secret menu'. But yes, she's still part of the 

company's fl eet. We 
just checked her 
calendar, and she's 
got four more char-
ters available be-
fore the start of Au-
gust and already 
has a number of 
bookings for the 
next high season.
'ti is one of head 
mechanic Antho-
ny's favorite boats 

because she's so simple, which means she has fewer problems 
than the others. We've just spent 11 weeks on her, during 
which the biggest problem we had was corroded wiring for the 
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overhead lights in the two heads on the port side. The second 
biggest problem is that the bulb fell out of the light fi xture over 
the cockpit. So she was pretty darn trouble-free. If you saw 'ti 
today, you might not recognize her, as we've given her a new 
color scheme.

⇑⇓FINDING $40 MEALS IN THE CARIBBEAN
 If the Wanderer thinks it costs $100 for a couple to have 
dinner in the Caribbean, he needs to get out of St. Barth and 
visit more of the restaurants that cater to cruisers instead 
of those on megayachts. While the French islands in general 
tend to be higher-priced than the 'English islands', even the 
French fi nd St. Barth to be expensive. If a table comes with 
a cloth tablecloth, expect to pay more. Here in Grenada, we 
wouldn't expect to pay more than $40 USD per couple for a 
sit-down meal with alcohol. Unless, that is, we go to an up-
scale resort. And most meals are much less.
 P.S. We're refugees from Riverside who have been sailing 
the Eastern Caribbean continuously since 2006.

Michael & Cynthia Staudt
Minx, Lagoon 42

Ex-Riverside

 Michael and Cynthia — Forty dollars for a sit-down meal with 
booze in the Caribbean? Maybe you can fi nd something like that 
down-island, but we sure couldn't fi nd it at sailor hangouts in 
Martinique, the Saintes, St. Martin, St. Barth, the British Virgins 
or the U.S. Virgins. Maybe there are a couple of rasta shacks 
selling plates of ribs and frites for less at St. Martin's Grand 
Case, but in those cases we'd prefer to cook on the boat, as the 
food would be less expensive, taste better, and be healthier.
 From time to time people ask us why we spend so much time 
at St. Barth, so we'd like to explain. The biggest reason is that 
we cover sailing, and St. Barth is the epicenter of every kind 
of sailing during the spring. In addition, all the new and great 
yachts — and many great sailors -— from around the world 
come to the little island, and there's the Bucket, the Voiles, the 
West Indies Regatta, and this year the AG2R TransAtlantic. If 
you're a journalist covering social media, you're going to want 
to be in San Francisco — even if the meals are expensive — 
because that's where the action is. If you cover sailing, you 
want to be in St. Barth or nearby — see this month's guide on 
page 94 for details — for the same reason.
 Other reasons we spend so much time in St. Barth: 1) It's 
about as clean and safe as Atherton or Belvedere. The older we 
get, the more we prefer that to 'edgy'; 2) We have many good 
friends on the island from when we bought Big O there three 
decades ago. It's truly a second home; 3) We've found consid-
erably more intellectual stimulation on St. Barth than on other 
islands in the Caribbean. That may sound snobby, but it's true, 
and it's important to us; 4) We don't speak the language, so we 
often don't know what's going on. We fi nd that refreshing; And 
fi nally, 5) the women walk like cats.
 We've been to almost all the islands in the Eastern Carib-
bean several times back in the days of Big O, and we'd love to 
spend more time in the Saintes, Antigua, Bequia, the Tobago 
Cays, and Grenada. But that's not going to happen while we're 
still working full time, as they are much farther from our cat's 
Tortola base.

⇑⇓BE ALWAYS VIGILANT
 Many people, sailors included, don't realize that a sailboat 
is a lightweight industrial environment. It isn't subject to 
OSHA or other safety standards, but it should be thought of 
as exposing people to similar risks. Otherwise it's far too easy 
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to get hurt.
 Today some of my fellow cruisers and I drove 90 minutes 
north to Mosquito Creek, South Carolina to retrieve a boat 
for a friend. Before going to the boat, we picked up the owner 
at a local hotel. He hobbled out of his room to the truck on 
crutches. His ankle was swollen and his leg was lacerated 
with quarter-sized stripes that wrapped around his ankle, 
calf and thigh. He could stand, but only with diffi culty.
 What happened to him? He had been singlehanding his 
boat north for the summer, and had anchored in the mud 
bottom of Mosquito Creek for the night. The next morning he 
tried to raise the anchor, but couldn't get it to budge. He put 
the boat in reverse to rock the anchor a bit, and went forward 
to pull on the rope and chain of the anchor rode.
 He didn't realize it, but as he was pulling, the rode formed a 
loop, and he stepped into the loop with one leg. Since the boat 
was in reverse pulling against the anchor, the line started to 
feed out, catching his ankle, then pinning his leg to the bow 
of the boat.
 The man hadn't thought to carry a knife to the bow with 
him, and didn't have a VHF or cell phone on him. He tried to 
free himself for several minutes, but the forces he was battling 
were too strong. The line sawing into his leg put him in such 
agony that he even considered throwing himself overboard. 
But he gutted it out, trapped on the bow of his boat by his 
anchor line, unable to rescue himself, unable to reach anyone 
else, and the line constricting the blood fl ow to his leg while 
beginning to saw through the skin and tissue.
 Mosquito Creek is a fi sh camp, and luckily an early morn-
ing fi sherman passing by heard his cries for help. The fi sher-
man radioed for help on his way to render assistance. First 
responders arrived in about fi ve minutes. They cut the rode 
free from the man's leg and rushed him to the hospital.
 When we got to the boat this morning, two weeks after the 
incident, several of the locals who had helped, including the 
dock owner, expressed their relief that the injured sailor was 
alive and well. According to their accounts, he was in pretty 
bad shape when help fi rst arrived. In the spirit of Southern 
hospitality, they refused any offers of money, even for the 
dock space.
 Our friend will make a complete recovery, but please let 
his experience be a cautionary tale. When you are out there 
alone, or with inexperienced crew, always carry a knife and 
a VHF or cell phone. We have these things on the lifejackets 
on our boat, and they are part of our pre-departure checklist. 
You are using a checklist, aren't you? OSHA would approve.

Frank Lagorio, vet of two Ha-Ha's
Escapade, Rawson 30

San Francisco

Frank — Your story immediately brings to mind two similar 
incidents involving two very experienced West Coast sailors. 
The fi rst is that of Bob Smith of the Victoria-based custom 44-ft 
cat Pantera. He got an anchor line wrapped around his lower 
leg while trying to anchor in current-riddled Bahia de La Paz. He 
was trapped for some time, just like the skipper in the incident 
you mentioned, and badly injured his ankle.
 Then there is Greg Dorland of the Tahoe-based Catana 52 
Escapade. While furling the headsail because of the approach 
of a big squall near Annapolis, he got his lower leg wrapped 
in a genoa sheet, and it snapped the lower part of his leg. Not 
only was it extremely painful, but it took several years for him 
to recover.
 Of course, just about every activity can be hazardous. When 
we saw Dorland in the Caribbean earlier this year, he was limp-
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formerly Kappas Marina
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Full Service Boatyard 
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ing noticeably again, so we asked if his leg was still bothering 
him from the sailing accident. He explained that he'd actually 
had another accident, this one at his Tahoe home following 
a long transcontinental fl ight from the boat. Standing on his 
porch in the middle of the night, he somehow fell 16 feet to the 
ground, knocking himself out for 45 minutes, and breaking a 
shoulder and both legs in the process.
 In a similar height-related accident, Wayland Coomb-Wright 
recently fell from a roof he was repairing at Octopus’s Garden, 
his and wife Aruna Piroski's restaurant/bar/dance studio/
Huchoil gallery in La Cruz. He severely injured his upper spine. 
Wayland and Aruna are two of our most interesting and soulful 
friends in Mexico. Many years ago they built a small catamaran 
— with a mast on each hull, no less — in England, They then 
sailed the unusual boat, with their infant daughter, to Mexico 
via the Canal and spent several years in Nicaragua. It all just 
goes to show you, no matter if you're on land or at sea, you've 
always got to be careful.

⇑⇓WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THAT ECO PAINT?
 I'll be signing up for this fall's Ha-Ha, but before I do, I 
need to paint the bottom of my boat. I'd be very interested 
in knowing the name of the eco-friendly Pettit bottom paint 
that Latitude wrote about in January 2012. It sounded good Latitude wrote about in January 2012. It sounded good Latitude
to me. I've searched the Latitude website and haven't seen Latitude website and haven't seen Latitude
any updates.

Bucky Jordan
Planet Earth

 Bucky — The product is Hydrocoat Eco, which Pettit de-
scribes as a "self-polishing, water-based, ablative technology 
with Econea, an organic biocide. Pettit's innovative technology 
replaces the harsh solvents found in most bottom paints with 
water. This formula provides the user with an easier applica-
tion, soap and water clean up, and no heavy solvent smell. This 
formula is also copper-free, making it compatible over almost 
all bottom paints and safe for use on all substrates." End of 
commercial.
 We're not sure why, but the product was not yet available 
in California the last time we checked.

⇑⇓SAYING GOODBYE TO 'PRESIDENT' MERL PETERSEN
 A portion of the ashes of Merl Petersen, 'President of the 
Pacifi c Ocean', have been quietly spread aboard his beloved 
75-ft schooner Viveka. As you know, she's presently in Ruth-

erford's Boat Shop in 
Richmond undergo-
ing a complete refit 
for her new owner. 
Now Merl's spirit will 
travel forever with 
h i s  schooner  on 
her future voyages 
around the world. 
Another portion of 
Petersen's ashes will 
be consigned to the 
San Francisco Bay 
from the SS Jeremiah 

O'Brien on her Memorial Day Cruise, as per Merl's wishes.O'Brien on her Memorial Day Cruise, as per Merl's wishes.O'Brien
 Regarding the 'Short Film About Long Race' in the April 
Letters about the fi rst Whitbread (now Volvo) Around the World Letters about the fi rst Whitbread (now Volvo) Around the World Letters
Race: Thank you for remembering Irv Loube, owner of many 
Bravuras, who helped owner Ramon Carlin put his winning 
Sayula effort together, and myself, lucky enough to serve as Sayula effort together, and myself, lucky enough to serve as Sayula
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Some of Merl's ashes will be built in during 
'Viveka's rebuild.

Monterey Harbor Seasonal Moorings
Available for immediate occupancy. The City of 
Monterey's East Moorings are available seasonally, 
from April 1 to October 31. This is a great oppor-
tunity to have a boat in Monterey Bay and enjoy 
some of the best sailing and boating on California's 
central coast. East Mooring participants receive a 
discounted berth rate in our marina from November 
through March. Mooring gear (except for safety line) 
and dinghy storage are included free of charge.

For more information, call Brian Nelson,
East Mooring Manager, at (831) 242-8727 or see

http://monterey.org/enus/departments/harbormarina/
mooringsopenanchorage.aspx

The Most Complete Marine Center Open 365 Days
Puerto Vallarta, Jal. Mexico / Tel: (322) 221-1800

www.opequimar.com / info@opequimar.com

Our Experience Makes the Difference

High velocity pump fuel dock, 46 gals./min.  •  Travelift: 88 tons, 100' length, 23' beam
Dry storage for vessels up to 300'  •  VHF radio ch. 68  •  24-hour security  •  Dock rentals  
Sales & rent of used & new boats  •  Full service boatyard  •  Do-it-yourselfers welcome
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400 Sierra Point Parkway
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1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6
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COOL, COMPACT 12V DC*
AIR CONDITIONING

Enjoy year-round cabin comfort with this new
breakthrough, effi cient air conditioning unit.

*Powers through 700w inverter
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QUOTE

NEW

from

www.marina-vallarta.com.mx   ~   italia@marina-vallarta.com.mx
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the navigator.
Ray Conrady

San Francisco

⇑⇓ONLY FIVE ARMED FORCES
Latitude was wrong in the reply to Bill from Napa about Latitude was wrong in the reply to Bill from Napa about Latitude

the Armed Forces of the United States. Yes, there are seven 
uniformed services, which you accurately listed. However, 
there are only fi ve services comprising the armed forces.
 The armed forces are listed in Title 10 of the U.S. Code, 
and while the Coast Guard is part of Homeland Security and 
not the Department of Defense, they also have responsibili-
ties under Title 14 — which sets them apart from the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marines by providing law enforcement 
authority (among other duties and responsibilities).
 Thank you for a great magazine!

Dave Kalis
Lieutenant Commander, U. S. Coast Guard, Retired

Dave — And thank you for correcting us. We must have 
incorrectly assumed that if you got a uniform, you were also 
entitled to have a weapon.

⇑⇓THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME
 We're sorry to hear about the problems the boaters are 
having in Mexico. If former President Fox had something to 
say about this, he would be upset. We have been long gone 
from cruising in Mexico, and are now nestled in the moun-
tains of Arizona. But we miss the boating life, as it was an 
adventure of a lifetime.

Roger & Celia Guiles
ex-St Bridged, Piver Victress Tri

Arizona

 Roger and Celia — While AGACE's impounding all those 
foreign boats for no reason last November was a fi asco on 
the part of the Mexican government, we're becoming increas-
ingly confi dent that it was a temporary governmental brain 
fart rather than a harbinger of future harassment of nautical 
tourists. Why? Because SAT (the Mexican IRS), SCT, and the 
Mexican Marina Owners Association have been meeting regu-
larly to clarify and standardize the paperwork and procedures 
to prevent anything like that happening again.

⇑⇓OPENING A SCHENGEN WINDOW
 I enjoyed Latitude's explanation of the Schengen Area 
limitations on non-Schengens cruising in Europe. I'd been 
trying to fi gure out what the rules were for awhile, and there 
you laid them out for me. And I agree, it would limit visits 
by individuals who could bring a lot of economic stimulus 
into an area that is still struggling with recession. It would 
be lovely if the problem could be resolved.
 Since all challenges bring opportunity, I see one additional 
work-around to the ones Latitude suggested for folks wanting Latitude suggested for folks wanting Latitude
to cruise the Med. I'd call it 'Schengen Sharing', and it would 
be if two individuals/couples were to timeshare one boat, 
which meant they could alternate 90-day periods of using 
the boat over the 18-month period the boat was allowed in 
the Schengen Area. Granted, you'd need a lot of things to 
come together, but it could be a way to have a boat in the 
Med, timeshare it with someone else, and maybe make it 
work.

Terri Watson
Delphinus, Mason 33

San Francisco

Order your free catalog online - www.thesailwarehouse.com

AAtt tteenn tt ii oo The Sail Warehouse is
seeking sales representation in San Francisco, Los Angeles and
San Diego Markets. If you have an existing sail loft, marine retail
or service business this could be an excellent opportunity for
you to expand. Contact: Jim Johns at 831.646.5346

SailsSails In Stock!In Stock!

The Sa i l  WarehouseThe Sa i l  Warehouse
S ince  1983S ince  1983

         

• New 
• Used
• Custom 

View our complete sail inventory online.
Searchable by sail size or by boat type.

• Furling Systems
• Furler & Sail Packages
• Sail Covers
• Boat Covers

Fast and reliable shipping!

www.thesailwarehouse.com
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VOLPAR, INC.
Parts &
Service

VOLPAR, INC.      VOLPAR, INC.  Your  Your 
  local  local

Penta 
dealer 
with a 
large 

inventory 
of parts in stock. Factory of parts in stock. Factory 

trained, certifi ed technicians, trained, certifi ed technicians, 
gas & diesel, with more than 30 gas & diesel, with more than 30 

years experience. Bring your years experience. Bring your 
boat or have our mobile service 

come to your boat.
Open Tuesday-

Saturday
10 a.m. to
7 p.m. PDT

www.volpar.com
volpar@volpar.comvolpar@volpar.com
941 Laurelwood Road941 Laurelwood Road
Santa Clara, CA 95054Santa Clara, CA 95054
toll-free (800) 845-2323toll-free (800) 845-2323
local (408) 986-0848  fax (408) 986-8482local (408) 986-0848  fax (408) 986-8482

MOBILESERVICE



June, 2014  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 63

San Diego’s Cruiser DestinationSan Diego’s Cruiser DestinationSan Diego’s Cruiser Destination 
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      Pool/Spa/LaundryPool/Spa/Laundry  
    Deli & RestaurantDeli & Restaurant  

    Package/Mail/Fax/NotaryPackage/Mail/Fax/Notary  
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               Call About Our
Call About Our
Call About Our   

                Special Special Special    

      Cruiser Rates!Cruiser Rates!Cruiser Rates!   

 
620 Single Slips

Outstanding Central Locati on
Complimentary Wifi 

Fuel Dock

620 Single Slips
Outstanding Central Locati on

Complimentary Wifi 
Fuel Dock

www.harborislandwest.com
2040 Harbor Island Drive  San Diego, California  92101

June 21

3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 619-804-6921619-804-6921619-804-6921

Achilles, AB, Caribe, Fiji and Taurus Inflatable Boats
Klamath and Bayrunner Aluminum Boats

Powered by Honda
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 
your owner’s manual. 2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. ®
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 

®
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 

www.thedinghydoctor.com

Albatross BoathouseAlbatross Boathouse
Home of

Powered
by

Honda

Infl atable boats and RIBs of all sizes fully rigged with 
Honda outboards. We offer complete service on all 
Honda outboards with computerized diagnostics and 
factory trained technicians.

Run with
the Leader!

Ask about our
Taurus RIB/Honda

motor package deals –
our most popular
boat and motor

combo!
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 Terri — If you need an example of a Schengen problem, look 
to Jack van Ommen of the old and the new Fleetwoods. He had 
overstayed his 90-day visa, plus the 30-day extension, which 
meant he was illegally in the Schengen Zone several months 
longer than he should have been. He reports he had some "anx-
ious moments" at passport control in Reykjavik, Iceland, when 
they noticed he had long-overstayed his visa. Fortunately, the 
guy at passport control assumed that van Ommen, who speaks 
several European languages, had a Dutch passport as well. 
Jack didn't correct him and was allowed to get on his fl ight to 
Seattle.
 We're not sure your 'Schengen Sharing' idea is feasible. 
There are plenty of challenges in owning a boat, and even more 
when in a boat partnership. If you're looking for exponentially 
greater challenges, get involved in a partnership that involves 
getting a boat to Europe, alternating usage, taking care of 
maintenance, handling emergency repairs in countries where 
you don't speak the language, and then getting the boat back 
to the States. We're not saying it's impossible, only that it would 
take special people to make such a partnership work.
 We think the new 'sharing economy' for things like cars, 
lodging, tools, professional equipment and so forth is both good 
and unstoppable. We know that a number of people have tried 
to start similar 'boat sharing' programs, but we're skeptical. 
The problem is that systems on privately-owned boats, even if 
they are sisterships, tend to be unique, and thus complicated 
to even experienced sailors. If you have a $200,000 boat, are 
you simply going to hand over the keys to someone in return 
for a few thousand dollars? We don't think so.

⇑⇓THE SARCASM LETTER
 I feel really bad for those 'poor cruisers' who don't feel as 
though they can cruise the Med because of the Schengen 
Area visa limitation of 90 days. They got a boat and all, so 
why can't they just live where they want? After all, they have 
money.
 I know some of these people, and they get mighty upset 
when their offshore documented vessels — yes, plural — have 
to leave the United States for a few days a year. And they 
have to go to all the trouble of hiring and fi ring of crew, and 
have fake work done, all to document why they need to stay 
longer. It's such a hardship for them. Rules and regulations 
were not made for them, they were made for other people.
 Boat people not of money get turned away every day. Well, 
most die before they get turned away. So I say give everyone 
everywhere a 90-day visa.

Claire Kavanagh
Poulsbo, Washington

 Claire — You don't have to feel "really bad" for the '.00001 
percenter' cruisers, who have multiple vessels and crew, as 
they ultimately have little diffi culty living wherever they want 
anyway. Really big piles of money solve most every kind of 
problem anyway. Does the name Marc Rich ring a bell?
 The people you should feel bad for are the employees of ma-
rine and cruiser-related businesses in Schengen Area countries, 
who are underemployed or out of work because shortsighted 
bureaucratic twits in Brussels were unable to distinguish be-
tween visitors who contribute to economies and those who don't. 
Many of the Eurocrats are coming to their senses, however, so 
it's expected that the visa limitations will be changed by 2015.
 By the way, as long as we or others contribute economi-
cally and otherwise to a country and a society, why the heck 
shouldn't we be able to live where we want for as long as we 
want? Stuff your groundless rules and regulations.
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510 428-2522 or 415 457-6300
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www.seashine.net

Service of the Month
POLISH & WAX
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Call for a buff!
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Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock Open 7 Days (Tenants Receive 10% Off) • Free Pump Out Station Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock Open 7 Days (Tenants Receive 10% Off) • Free Pump Out Station 
Modern Launch Ramp • Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat RepairModern Launch Ramp • Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair

Land or Sea Canvas • Windjammer Yacht Sales • Loch Lomond Yacht Club Land or Sea Canvas • Windjammer Yacht Sales • Loch Lomond Yacht Club 

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

LOCH LOMOND MARINA

RARE OPPORTUNITY!
Two 40-ft Covered Slips Available

INFLATABLE
SERVICES, INC.

PHONE (510) 522-1824
FAX (510) 522-1064

1914 Stanford St., Alameda 94501
salsinfl atables@sbcglobal.net 

www.salsinfl atableservices.com
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RENTAL • REPAIR

INSHORE
Cruising the Delta or
the coast of Mexico?
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tender is the way to go!

OFFSHORE
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Transpac Racers…
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ISAF-approved
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Stem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To Stern
LLC

www.stemtosternsf.com

We are located at:
Building 13, Alameda Marina

at
Svendsen's Boat Works

We Take the Work Out of Owning a Boat

Stop by and ask how you can get a
$50 Credit

toward any service we provide for you.
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By the way, before you rag on anyone, even a .00001 
percenter who documents their vessel(s) offshore, you should 
bone up on the Jones Act of 1920, aka the Merchant Marine 
Act. That was a seminal piece of protectionist legislation that 
ended up picking a lot of winners and losers. If you're a 'regu-
lar person' who owns a modest boat, it's likely you've been a 
loser. 

⇑⇓WHEN SHOULD YOU NOT FIX SOMETHING?
 I hope you're getting into the swing of spring, as those of us 
down here at 31°S are feeling the winter chill. The Wanderer's 
asking for musical suggestions prompts me to recommend a 
couple of my faves: Michael Praetorious' Dances from Terpsi-
chore, and Ottorino Respighi's Ancient Airs and Dances. Both 
contain peaceful movements and what can only be called 
'boppy' bits. Great listening.
 As the old saying goes: If it ain't baroque, don't fi x it!

Mark Walker
Kempsey, NSW, Australia

⇑⇓PIECES INSPIRED BY SOME GUY'S TOMB DELIVER
 There are lots of terrible classical music recordings. By 
terrible, I mean too slow, too fast, poor recording quality, poor 
acoustics, why-the-hell-is-this-guy-conducting-that-piece, 
and stuff like that. There's only one Sticky Fingers album, Sticky Fingers album, Sticky Fingers
but there usually are dozens of recordings of popular classical 
pieces in release at any given time, hundreds more that are 
out of print, and most of them suck. My recommendations:

Die Moldau by Bedrich Smetan. There are many terrible, Die Moldau by Bedrich Smetan. There are many terrible, Die Moldau
plodding, agonizingly slow-tempo performances of this piece, 
but Herbert von Karajan and the Berlin Philharmonic keep 
it from sending you back to sleep. Overture to the opera 
Tannhauser by R. Wagner. Karajan/Berlin again. Tannhauser by R. Wagner. Karajan/Berlin again. Tannhauser Prélude à 
l'Après-midi d'un Faune by Debussy. I know the translation l'Après-midi d'un Faune by Debussy. I know the translation l'Après-midi d'un Faune
is 'Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun' but it goes with a sun-
rise, too. Le Tombeau de Couperin by Ravel. Pieces inspired Le Tombeau de Couperin by Ravel. Pieces inspired Le Tombeau de Couperin
by some guy's tomb usually deliver. This is no exception. A 
Lark Ascending by Vaughan Williams is possibly the most Lark Ascending by Vaughan Williams is possibly the most Lark Ascending
beautiful piece of music ever composed. It's so beautiful that 
I weep when I hear it. 

Mike Crews
Valinor, Ericson 32-300

San Pedro

 Mike — We'll have to give A Lark Ascending another try, as 
it didn't do it for us the fi rst couple of times.
 We're going to have to listen to the von Karajan pieces be-
cause we have an obscure connection. As you know, he was 
a temperamental perfectionist, so when it came time to build a 
boat, he picked only the very best of the very best of the very 
best welders at, we believe, Royal Huisman, to build what 
would become his 80-ft maxi racing boat Helizara. Back then, 
when spinnaker sheets were made of wire, his boat would 
do battle with the likes of Drum and other maxis. After von 
Karajan sold Helizara, she turned up in St. Barth shortly after 
we'd purchased the Ocean 71 Big O. Brash as ever, our captain 
Don Antonio challenged the skipper of Helizara to a match race, Helizara to a match race, Helizara
insisting that Big O would kick their ass. This was like claiming 
a Ford Explorer would beat the pants off a Ferrari. Thanks to 
a ripped genoa and broken coffee grinder on Helizara, Big O
did emerge victorious, just as Don Antonio had predicted. He's 
never let anyone forget it either.
 Readers have suggested many other great musical pieces. 
We wish we could list them — or have even had the chance to 
listen to them by now. But thanks to all of you. 
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Serving the Bay Area

Full Painting Service

Gelcoat Repair

Fiberglass Repair

…and More

Carlos D'La Cruz  • 415.524.5194
www.carlosboatworks.com

San Rafael Yacht Harbor
557 E. Francisco Blvd., San Rafael, CA 94901

Northern California
Carlos D'La Cruz
(415) 524-5194

www.carlosboatworks.com

Southern California
Steve Armstrong
(818) 618-9741

nuteakca@gmail.com

Stocking Dealer for:

The Complete Lifejacket HarnessThe Complete Lifejacket Harness

2526 Blanding Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 522-2200
www.pineapplesails.com
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When you call Emeryville Marina Home...When you call Emeryville Marina Home... 
…call this your backyard!

Slips from 20-65 ft
Full Amenities - including

Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station

HOME TO

EMERYVILLE

SPORTS

FISHING

Free Wi-Fi and Video Surveillance

NEW SLIPS!
Now taking reservations

for 40' to 60'

NEW SLIPS!
Now taking reservations

for 40' to 60'

MARINE BATTERIES

Available at the following local marine
chandleries and service distributors:

AMERICAN BATTERY  •  Hayward, CA  •  (510) 259-1150

ALAMEDA
The Boatyard at Grand Marina
Star Marine
Svendsen's Chandlery

BENICIA
Cruising Seas Services

EMERYVILLE
Mathiesen Marine

MARTINEZ
Martinez Bait & Tackle

OAKLAND
Outboard Motor Shop

OAKLEY
Big Break Marina

RICHMOND
Swedish Marine
Bay Marine

HAWAII

LONG TERM DRY STORAGE

156°1'30" W
19°40'20" N

TOLL FREE 888-458-7896
www.gentryskonamarina.com

The friendliest boatyard in Hawaii

Clear Customs at our dock Available 
Now!

Save Your Aft!
Using one of our 1900+ patterns or your 
own pattern, let our craftsmen create a 
comfortable, durable, and stylish set of 
all-weather cushions for your cockpit. 
Find your custom, closed cell foam 
cushions at www.bottomsiders.com!

BottomSiders
2305 Bay Avenue
Hoquiam, WA 98550

Call Toll Free: (800) 438-0633
cushions@bottomsiders.com

Fax: 360-533-4474

THE ISLETON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESENTS

• NEW LOCATION NEXT TO B&W RESORT MARINA •

SATURDAY-SUNDAY • JUNE 14-15 
Spend Father's Day weekend with us

in the beautiful and mysterious Delta!
Direct from Louisiana and Texas: Grammy-winning Cajun,

zydeco, blues, honky tonk and soul music.

Succulent spicy crawdads, gumbo,
jambalaya, roasted corn, roasted oysters.

www.isletoncajunfestival.net • (916) 777-4800

BAYOU
CUISINE!

FAMILY
FRIENDLY!



LETTERS

⇑⇓CRUISING 'JUNK' AND THE OLD DAYS
 It never ceases to amaze me the amount of 'junk' cruisers 
think they absolutely must have aboard. Years ago we left 
England with a 4-year-old and a 15-month-old, and man-
aged to cruise for 2½ years on a 37-ft boat. During that time 
we cruised the Med from one end to the other, crossed the 
Atlantic, traveled the Caribbean from Trinidad to Hispaniola, 
and continued up through the Bahamas and the Intracoastal 
Waterway to Virginia.
 Our boat carried 70 gallons of water and just 20 gallons of 
fuel. And we absolutely did not line the rails with jerry cans 
of fuel or water, as this was considered unseamanlike! There 
was no reverse-osmosis watermaker, no SSB radio, no GPS 
— although, when it worked, our SatNav gave us a fi x every 
90 minutes — no solar panels, and certainly no computers.
 The current crop of cruisers are more akin to gypsies than 
sailors, as their boats are festooned with all kinds of gantries, 
their rails lined with jerry cans, and their boats loaded down 
with unknown quantities of detritus.
 We didn't travel in a 'pack'. There was no Atlantic Rally for 
Cruisers, no Baja Ha-Ha, no Puddle Jump and no Caribbean 
1500. We left Las Palmas by ourselves on an Atlantic crossing, 
so there was no buddyboating, and we were prepared to live 
by our decisions. We didn't have satphones, Spot messengers, 
SSB email, or EPIRBs. We were on our own, so to speak.
 It was exciting, and we felt we'd accomplished something 
on our own. I often wonder how many of the current crop of 
wanderers would be prepared to undertake such a journey.

Leif Watson
Dodger Too, Condor 37

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

 Leif — It seems to us there are very different types of cruis-
ing depending on people's interests and stages in life. At the 
two extremes are low-budget/high-adventure cruising, usually 
favored by the young because they can't afford anything else, 
and greater-comfort/convenience cruising, favored by older 
folks who often have accumulated some money and need more 
comforts. And naturally there is every gradation in between.
 When we were younger, cruising was all about the adven-
ture and adrenalin. Even if we'd cared about things like SSB, 
electronic navigation or watermakers, it wouldn't have mattered 
because we couldn't afford them. So we did things like dead 
reckon to Mexico. 
 Now that we're older and have owned a business for close 
to 40 years, we're more safety- and comfort-oriented. While our 
boats don't have many of the comforts and conveniences found 
on most cruising boats — we're thinking of giving Profl igate a 
hot-water shower later this year — we have more than we did 
when we were young. Furthermore, a greater percentage of our 
'cruising' now consists of sitting in a great anchorage, instead 
of being underway, and totally immersing ourselves in Nature.
 It's true that lots of folks who are currently cruising wouldn't 
be if it were not for modern safety features and conveniences. 
We're not going to hold it against them — or ourselves.
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

Hand Crafted, High-Effi ciency Area Light

• Better light quality; superior color rendition
• Lower battery drain!
• Variety of wood selections to match your interior
• Night-vision and Splashproof options available
• Choose LED or CFL; 12V or 24V

WWW.ALPENGLOWLIGHTS.COM

LED Reading & Berth Lights
NEW Dimmable Reading Light Model

SAILMAKER TO THE WORLD

leesailscal@yahoo.com

(707) 386-2490

QUALITY CRUISING SAILS FOR LESS!QUALITY CRUISING SAILS FOR LESS!
MAINSAILS

MIZZENS
STAYSAILS

HEADSAILS
SPINNAKERS
SAILCOVERS

STRONGTRACK

 800.444.2581   ·   281.334.1174
info@sea-tech.com   ·   www.sea-tech.com

The Environmental Paint Company

BonitaMarine@gmail.com
Ray Lopez

(209) 772-9695

HARD • FAST • CLEAN
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BAJA
HA-HA
XXI

Award-winning Marine Communications Equipment

Handhelds  •  Mounted VHF  •  SSB  •  AIS

Visit one of our many West Coast dealers
www.icomamerica.com/marine

http://vallartayachtclub.org
http://banderasbayregatta.com

Everything you need from a full service yacht club.

The Rally Committee
encourages you to patronize 

the advertisers who make 
this event possible – and
take advantage of their
Baja Ha-Ha Specials!
(Turn the page for more.)

Summer
is safe at 

Paradise…

Enjoy
your stay
with us!

www.baja-haha.com

Your
Yacht Club 

South of the 
Border

Home
of the

Banderas Bay 
Regatta

011-52-322-226-6728 • www.paradisevillage.com

marina@paradisevillagegroup.com

Enjoy
your stay
with us!

Summer
is safe at 
Paradise

RIGGING
ONLY

Standing and running rigging, lifelines, furlers, winches,
headsail poles, main slider systems, windlasses,

travelers, wire terminals, blocks and more…
Expert advice for selection and installation.

www.riggingandhardware.com
(508) 992-0434 • sail@riggingonly.com

Since
1984

BAJA HA-HA 
MELTING

POT
 One look at the Ha-Ha XXI 
entry roster at www.baja-haha.
com shows you that boat types 
in this year’s fl eet were as varied 
as ever, and you can bet that 
the crews who sail them are as 
colorful as in years past.   

 In addition to many fi rst-
timers, there are plenty of ‘repeat 
offenders’ who wanted to replay 
some of the fun and great sailing 
that they experienced the last 
time around. Some full-time 
Mexico cruisers even sail all the 
way back to San Diego each fall 
just to re-do the rally.

 If you’re new to the event, let 
us explain that the Ha-Ha is a 
750-mile cruisers’ rally from San 
Diego to Cabo San Lucas, with 
stops along the way at Turtle
Bay and Bahia Santa Maria.

 You’ll fi nd a complete recap 
of this year’s rally on page 80. 
See ‘Lectronic Latitude for 2014 
updates at: www.latitude38.com.

Brought
to you

By these
offi cial

sponsors

Home of the Monitor Windvane
Your Source for Emergency Steering Solutions

510.215.2010  •  888.946.3826  •  Richmond, CA 
www.selfsteer.com  •  scanmar@selfsteer.com

 M-Rud for your Monitor
 Standalone SOS Rudder

 Auto-Helm Auxiliary Rudder
 Saye's Rig Windvane

New Sails
and Sail Repair

(619) 226-1133

www.UllmanSailsSD.com

Schaefer Marine is proud to be a sponsor of the Baja 
Ha-Ha. With over 45 years of experience manufacturing 
the world’s best marine hardware, we can help you safely 
enjoy your cruising experience.

www.schaefermarine.com

Manson Anchors have 
grown from a family of 
professional boat build-
ers, marine engineers, and 
staunch world cruisers. 
They’ve been designed, 

developed, tested and proven in the most demanding 
boating regions on earth.

www.manson-marine.co.nz

For more locations near you  
or to shop online 24/7 visit www.westmarine.com

Prepare for the 21st Annual Baja Ha-Ha
at a West Marine store near you!

Almar Marinas
almar.com

Everywhere you’d like to beEst. 1973

www.almar.com

New Mexican
Liability Program

* Lower Rates * Instant Coverage *
* Short Term Policies Available *

(800) 992-4443
www.marinersins.com
See Our Half-Page Ad In This Issue

Newport Beach, CA • San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA • Seattle, WA

Sarasota, FL

(619) 224-2349 • (866) 341-6189 toll-free
Fax (619) 224-4692

info@yachtfi nders.biz  •  www.yachtfi nders.biz

Specialists in cruising sailboat brokerage for 34 years
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MEET
THE FLEET

 Among the important dates to 
note (on next page) is Latitude’s 
annual Mexico-Only Crew List 
and Ha-Ha Party, September 
10. There, hundreds of potential 
crew mix and mingle with Ha-
Ha boat owners who are looking 
for extra watch-standers. 

 Get a head start on the 
process at our constantly 
updated Crew List at www.
latitude38.com. As many Ha-Ha 
vets will confi rm, the best way 
to prepare for doing the event 
in your own boat is to crew for 
someone else fi rst.

IS THE
PACIFIC PUDDLE 
JUMP FOR YOU?

 For many cruisers, the next 
logical step after cruising 
Mexican waters for a season or 
more is to hang a right and head 
west into the Pacifi c. 

 We call that annual springtime 
migration the Pacifi c Puddle 
Jump, and report on it heavily 
in the pages of Latitude 38. 
Making that 3,000-mile passage 
is one of the most thrilling 
accomplishments in the realm 
of sailing. Learn more about it at 
www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com.

Let Marina El Cid
Welcome You to Mexico

A Cruiser's Paradise!

www.elcid.com

marinaelcidmazatlan@elcid.com.mx
011-52 (669) 916-3468

www.marinarivieranayarit.com

011-52-329-295-5526

Best Marina in Banderas Bay

www.ocens.com
sales@ocens.com  •  (800) 746-1462

Weather, Email and
Voice Solutions.

Satellite Phone Sales
and Rentals.

 SAN DIEGO BAY’S 
  
  

HHARBORARBOR  IISLANDSLAND  WWESTEST  MMARINAARINA  
Serving Southbound Cruisers in San Diego 

Bay for over 40 years
www.harborislandwestmarina.com

619.291.6440
CALL ABOUT OUR BAJA HA-HA CRUISER SPECIAL! 

THE CRUISER’S CHANDLERY
2804 CANON STREET • SAN DIEGO

(619) 225-9411  /  (800) 532-3831
FAX (619) 225-9414

www.downwindmarine.com

~

BAJA HA-HA XXI

Brought to you By
these offi cial sponsors

www.cruiseROwater.com

TECHNAUTICS
CoolBlue Marine Refrigeration

Go Cruising,
Not Camping,

with High Output
Water Makers,

Alternators, Wind Gen
and CoolBlue
Refrigeration.

STEERING THE DREAM

www.hydrovane.com

US 678-692-6784 or
MEX 322-278-0549

Info@TodoVelaMexico.com

 Mexican Boat Liability Insurance 

 Accident & Illness Travel Health 
Protection w/Air Evacuation 

 Online Enrollment 

 Short Term Protection Available 

(818) 788-5353
www.InsureBaja.com

Info@InsureBaja.comHealth
Protection

Boat Insurance
Full/Liability Only

Tourism Board
www.visitmexico.com

Partner for Baja Ha-Ha 2014

INSURANCE GROUP

Insuring yachts locally and globally since 1987

www.novamarinsurance.com
(800) 823-2798 USA  •  01 (800) 627-4637 Mexico
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A Full Service Boat Yard in Puerto Vallarta
88 ton Travelift • Parts • Service • Repairs

011-52 (322) 221-1800    www.opequimar.com
info@opequimar.com

Baja Ha-Ha, LLC
c/o 15 Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941

www.baja-haha.com

PLEASE NOTE:
Correspondence relating to the event can

be emailed to andy@baja-haha.com.
Please don't call Latitude 38 with questions.

The Ha-Ha is a separate operation.

(619)
226-1252

We’ll get you ready 
for your next sailing 

adventure!

Design consulting • Commissioning • Refi ts
Custom line and hardware

WE SHIP RIGGING WORLDWIDE
www.pacifi coffshorerigging.com

SAN DIEGO’S RIGGING CENTER
Proudly serving for over 25 years

The place to be in La Paz,
conveniently located near downtown.

marinadelapaz@prodigy.net.mx
011-52 (612) 122-1646

www.marinadelapaz.com

NEW!   Western Mexico 
13th Edition with Expanded 

Sea of Cortez Coverage 
www.charliescharts.com

s ChartsCharlie’
Cruising Guides • Gerry’s Charts • Ships Store

“Always At Your Side”

+1-914-381-2066
For a free quote, visit www.pantaenius.com

Custom Screen Printing & Embroidery for Sailors by Sailors

Yacht club and crew gear, wicking shirts, hats and more.

(888) 724-5286 •  www.pirateslair.com

La Paz Tourism Board
welcomes you to La Paz

Enjoy our Baja Ha-Ha 
Beach Fiesta

November 20

011-52 (612) 122-4624
www.golapaz.com

Imagine You Were
Designing the Perfect Marina

MARINA CORTEZ
An idyllic La Paz location

011-52-612-123-4101 
www.marinacortez.com

Exceptional location in the heart of Puerto Vallarta
to welcome Baja Ha-Ha cruisers

Full services • Travelift

011-52-322-221-0275 • www.marina-vallarta.com.mx

IMPORTANT 
DATES

Sept. 10, 6-9 p.m. –– Mexico-Only 
Crew List Party and Baja Ha-Ha 
Reunion at Encinal Yacht Club 
in Alameda. 

Sept. 15, midnight –– Deadline for 
all entries to be received by 
Baja Ha-Ha, LLC. 

 Oct. 18 –– Ha-Ha Welcome to San 
Diego Party, Downwind Marine, 
12-4 pm. Ha-Ha entrants only.

Oct. 25 –– Pacifi c Puddle Jump 
seminar, West Marine, San 
Diego, 5 pm.

Oct. 26, 11 am — Skipper’s 
meeting, West Marine, San 
Diego. Skippers only please.

Oct. 26, 1 pm — Ha-Ha Halloween 
Costume Party and Barbecue, 
West Marine, San Diego. 

Oct. 27, 10 am — San Diego Harbor 
Ha-Ha Parade. 

Oct. 27, 11 am — Start of Leg 1 

Nov. 1, 8 am –– Start of Leg 2

Nov. 5, 7 am –– Start of Leg 3

Nov. 7 –– Cabo Beach Party

Nov. 9 — Awards presentation 
hosted by the Cabo Marina.

Nov. 20, 4-7 pm — La Paz Beach 
Party. Mexican folk dancing, live 
music and more.



SIGHTINGS

 For Bay Area sailors who get out on the water all year round, the 
concept of Opening Day on the Bay (April 27 this year) is a bit of a 
head-scratcher. Nevertheless many local mariners embrace the tra-
dition religiously each spring by strutting their stuff as they parade 
down the Cityfront. 
 One guy who we'd bet wouldn't miss the wind-blown pageantry for 
this world is Kerry Brown of the one-off Blue Seas 42 Cetacea. For 

him, it's become an 
annual tradition to 
round up a swash-
buckling crew of 
buccaneer -ettes, 
dress them up in 
their finest pirate 
garb, and show off 
shamelessly as they 
pass the judge's 
stand. 
 In the group 
shot on the right, 
he explains that 
"the scowling, sul-
try, seductress (far 

left) is wearing a necklace with effi gies of all captains she has seduced 
and dispatched to Davy Jones' Locker in her quest to become NoBeard, 
the Piratess, Queen of the Seas." Works for us.
 So if you've been waiting for the green light to get out on the water 
and play, by all means get on with it. Opening Day was a month ago 
and the summer season of racing and recreating on the Bay is in full 
swing. We'll see you out there. 

— andy

van ommen replaces fl eetwood
 We're delighted to report that Jack van Ommen of Gig Harbor, 
Washington, has found a replacement boat. You'll remember that the 
77-year-old lost his much-loved Naja 30 Fleetwood, which he'd owned 
for 33 years, to a storm off Spain's Balearic Islands on November 16 
of last year. Van Ommen is one of Latitude's heroes for having sailed 
built-from-a-kit Fleetwood to 50 countries over a period of eight years. Fleetwood to 50 countries over a period of eight years. Fleetwood
He started after going bankrupt, with nothing to his name but the 
boat and $1,800 a month in Social Security checks.
 Van Ommen talks about his new boat: "In mid-April I purchased 
Mariah, a near sistership, and have rechristened her Fleetwood. She 
was built from one of the three Naja 30 kits that I imported from 
Whisstocks of England in 1980. Original owner Todd Dhabolt did an 
exceptional job on putting the boat together, and he was the one who 
got me in contact with her most recent owner.
 "Unlike my original Fleetwood, the new one has a masthead rig and 
the mast is keel-stepped. She also has a sugar scoop rather than a 
transom hung rudder." Van Ommen's fi rst Naja 30 was the last one 
to be built with nails holding the plywood planking together. Because 
the nails would expand in heat and contract in the cold, he had to 
epoxy the recesses almost every year. His new Naja has the planking 
screwed together, a superior method.
 "I keep fi nding features on the new boat that are defi nitely better 
thought out," he says with enthusiasm. "And I know the boat has 
50,000 less ocean miles worth of wear and tear, so I'm happy."
 Van Ommen got the new boat for a favorable price. "I paid $7,000, 
which was my budget, and she came with a decent sail inventory, in-
cluding a newish main, a SSB radio, and a 10-hp Italian diesel. I may 
eventually have to replace the diesel with something more powerful."

 If you're reading this while it's hot off 
the press, you have time to catch the 
much-anticipated launch of the historic 
sloop Freda May 31 at Sausalito's Spauld-
ing Wooden Boat Center (located at the 
end of Gate Five Road).
 Why should you care? Because she is 
the last remaining example of America's 
earliest style of recreational sailing craft. 
Built in Belvedere, and fi rst launched in 

historic sloop freda
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it's now okay to play

Kerry and his cadre of wenches had a front row seat to watch 
the J/70s racing, as 'Cetacea' paraded along the Cityfront.

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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SIGHTINGS

 Van Ommen originally thought he'd buy a replacement boat on the 
East Coast so that it would be convenient for him to sail the Great 
Lakes and down the Mississippi. "But I couldn't have found a similar 
quality replacement boat for the price on the East Coast, or a design 
that I knew so well," he said. "After nearly 50,000 miles, I am totally 
sold on the chined plywood construction. I looked into shipping the 
boat to Thunder Bay on Lake Ontario, from where I would begin 
sailing the Great Lakes and then down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico. But the cost is out of the question, so I plan to head toward 

1885, she has been undergoing a meticu-
lous piece-by-piece refi t for eight years. 
 So if you've got a soft spot in your heart 
for splendid wooden vessels, this is one 
launch you won't want to miss. There'll 
be a barbecue and live music, and the 
crowd will contain a who's who of Bay 
Area wooden boat affi cionados.
 Dock opens at 11 a.m.; splash at 12:30.

— andy

to launch may 31

continued on outside column of next sightings page

van ommen — continued

Cap'n Kerry (center) and his fl amboyant crew 
were jubilant on Opening Day, except for the 
"sultry seductress" on the far left. She'd like 
us to believe she's a bad-ass buccaneer who 
decapitates her victims, but we're not buying it.
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van ommen — continued celebrate summer
the Panama Canal late this summer, then pick up from where I left off 
in the Eastern Caribbean in 2007. I need to do that or sail to Florida 
to have completed my circumnavigation."
 "I'm dying to get sailing again," he told Latitude. After completing his 
circumnavigation, van Ommen plans to sail to Cartagena, then land-

travel down the Pacifi c Coast of South America. 
He's not sure what he'll do after that, perhaps sail 
the East Coast of the United States again.
 When van Ommen lost his boat in November, he 
had nothing to his name but a few thousand dol-
lars, his computer, and lots of very good friends. 
Many of these friends, inspired by the humble 
sailor's accomplishments with such a humble boat, 
have asked if they might help him equip his new 
Fleetwood. Van Ommen is not asking for money, 
but he says if anyone — such as those of us at Lati-
tude — wants to contribute, we can send checks to tude — wants to contribute, we can send checks to tude
Jack van Ommen, Fleetwood, c/o Arabella's Land-
ing Marina, 3323 Harbor View Drive, Gig Harbor, 
WA 98332. This will help him buy things like a 

liferaft, dinghy, folding bike, foul weather gear, and such.
  If you're interested in maps and details on where van Ommen has 
cruised, go to www.cometosea.us/?page_id=2. Jack says he created 
the page for the benefi t of those who mistakenly believe that you need 
a lot of money to go cruising. "What you really need," he says, "is to 
keep the boat small, the equipment simple, and choose your routes 
carefully." This from a man who clearly knows what he's talking about. 

— richard

 The original concept of Summer Sail-
stice, June 21 this year, was simply to use 
the annual summer solstice phenomenon solstice phenomenon solstice
as an excuse to encourage folks to go out 
sailing and celebrate the arrival of sum-
mer. No big deal.
 But today this annual celebration has 
become a very big deal in many prime 
sailing venues around the world — even 
in the Southern Hemisphere where it's 
actually the winter solstice on that day.
 Check the website (www.summersail-
stice.com) and you'll see that there's no stice.com) and you'll see that there's no stice.com
cost to enter, but doing so makes you 
eligible for all sorts of cool swag and 
prizes, including a BVI bareboat charter 
from Footloose. 
 You'll also fi nd listings of all sorts of 
Sailstice-inspired events, including raft-
ups, races and parties.
 Here in the Bay Area, there are a dozen 
SS events, including the annual celebra-
tion at the Encinal YC. "Plan to sail into 
EYC for a full day of music, exhibits, 
a boat building contest, seminars and 
more," urges organizer John Arndt. (See 
www.summersailstice.com/sf.) We'll be www.summersailstice.com/sf.) We'll be www.summersailstice.com/sf
giving a seminar there on Latitude rallies.Latitude rallies.Latitude
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It's become an annual tradition for a group of 
Club Nautique members — who call themselves 
Rogue Hump Nighters  — to sail the Bay on 
Wednesday evenings from October to April. As 
Captain Rod Witel reports, "On April 30th 38 
Rogues rafted fi ve boats together in McCovey 
Cove to cheer on the Giants. It was 80 degrees at 
7:05 for the fi rst pitch — the warmest SF Giants 
night game EVER! The evening was capped off by 
the balmiest late-evening sail back to Sausalito 
and Alameda that anyone could remember."

Jack van Ommen
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kaufmans break silence on rescuesailstice june 21
 In an era when sound-bite journalism and short attention spans are 
the norm, it was no surprise that the dramatic South Pacifi c rescue of 
the Rebel Heart crew — two young parents and their 3- and 1-year-old Rebel Heart crew — two young parents and their 3- and 1-year-old Rebel Heart
daughters — quickly faded from the media spotlight shortly after the 
family returned safely to San Diego on April 
11 aboard the USS Vandegrift.
 That's exactly what parents Eric and 
Charlotte Kaufman hoped would happen. But 
they promised to share all the details, and 
correct widespread media reporting errors 
on their ordeal, once their story had become 
yesterday's news. On May 11, a full month 
after returning home, they fi nally broke their 
silence in an NPR segment called This Ameri-
can Life. (Available online as a podcast.)
 While some questions remain unan-
swered, the Kaufmans did clarify many key 
elements that led to their decision to set off 
their EPIRB, effectively laying the ground-
work for being rescued, yet knowing they 
would have to scuttle their boat to do so. The Hans Christian 36 had 
been their only home of eight years. 
 Here's a synopsis of clarifi ed facts: According to Eric, on their 
15th day out, the day before they called for help, they sailed into the 
Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) where they met with strong 
winds and big seas. Charlotte explains that they were knocked down 
several times. But one particular broach stressed the boat so much 
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 Another popular meet-up is among 
Delta Doo Dah sailors, who'll congregate 
this year at Tiki Lagun (see www.delta-
doodah.com for details). The organizers doodah.com for details). The organizers doodah.com
also encourage everyone to support the 
virtual circumnavigation on behalf of 
Sailors for the Sea. (Details at: www.
summersailstice.com/article/join-virtual-
circumnavigation-save-oceans.)
 If you don't see a Summer Sailstice 
event that appeals to you, start your own. 
But by all means, go sailing!

— andy

One-year-old Lyra gets some face 
time with one of her rescuers.

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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that it began leaking along the starboard hull-deck joint and elsewhere 
(unspecifi ed). The resulting infl ow of sea water was estimated at 60 
or 70 gallons per day.
 Meanwhile, one-year-old Lyra had been ill since day seven. As 
Charlotte explains, the infant developed a widespread rash, had di-
arrhea, and became lethargic. During a sat phone call, Lyra's doctor 
advised that she be given the amoxicillin that was carried on board. 
When there was no improvement after two days, Eric called in a pan-
pan to the US Coast Guard to advise them of his family's situation. 
But because his (unnamed) sat phone service provider had reportedly 
mailed out new SIM cards to customers, then deactivated the old 
ones, that pan-pan was the last sat phone call Eric was able to make. 
Rebel Heart was equipped with an HF radio, but Eric was unable to Rebel Heart was equipped with an HF radio, but Eric was unable to Rebel Heart
make outside contact with it, and suspected its usefulness had been 
compromised by the incoming seawater. 
 The couple discussed their options, with Eric calculating that it 
would be another three weeks before they would arrive in the Mar-
quesas — if their pumping could keep up with the incoming water. 
"What would you do?" he asks rhetorically of his radio audience. As 
Charlotte explains, the decision was heartbreaking: "You know if you 
hit the EPIRB, help will come, but that if you hit it your home is gone."

— andy

tragedy on the kona coast
 The most heartbreaking story to cross our radar this month was 
the loss of the Ventura-based Nordic 40 Seaquel, May 18, on the Kona 
coast of the Big Island. Skipper John Berg, 52, who is completely 
blind, and three sighted crew had safely arrived a week earlier at 
Hilo, on the opposite side of Hawaii Island, after a 21-day, 2,800-mile 
passage from Banderas Bay, Mexico. For Berg, it was undoubtedly 
a life-affi rming accomplishment, but he barely had time to savor his 

success before tragedy struck. 
At about 11:30 p.m. on that 
Sunday night, while he and 
his remaining crew, Dina Pe-
ters, were relocating Seaquel
to Honokohau Harbor, on the 
west side of the island, the 
sloop was driven onto a rocky, 
reef-strewn shoreline near the 
old Kailua Kona airport in the 
middle of the night — just 
three miles from safe harbor.
 The explanation of what 
went wrong portrays a truly 
21st-century dilemma. Berg 
had been navigating for weeks 
without a problem using iN-
avX software on his iPad, 
which was interfaced with the 
vessel's GPS. That night they 
were headed for a waypoint 
offshore of Honokohau, which 

lies north of Kialua Kona town. All of a sudden the screen was taken 
over by a system request to log in to FaceTime, an Apple resource, 
then another request to log in to the iCloud. No matter what Berg and 
Peters did, they couldn't clear the screen and log back in to iNavX. 
Berg also had that software on his iPhone, but he hadn't entered the 
waypoint there. The boat's built-in chartplotter had a system that 
displayed NOAA charts, but Berg says that proved inadequate. 
 "I should have just said, 'Hang a hard left', until we sorted things 

pac cup takes rebel heart — continuedrebel heart — continuedrebel heart
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Seen here during his trip down the Baja 
Peninsula last October, John Berg is said to 
be a remarkably skilled sailor.

 Following in the wake of the Single-
handed TransPac to Hawaii, which begins 
June 28, the Pacifi c Cup fl eet will head 
west under the Golden Gate in staggered 
started between July 6 and 11.
 This year's PacCup will have many new 
and improved features that we're sure 
participants and their families are certain 
to appreciate. 
 The new PacCup Village at Richmond 
YC will host a series of special events to 
entertain sailors from June 30 to July 6. 
There will be live music, guest speakers, 
food trucks, a raw bar and hopefully even 
fi reworks on the Fourth of July — if there 
isn't any fog! Race organizers are putting 
forth a huge effort to  keep everyone en-
tertained during their stay in the islands. 
 This year, PacCup Village services 
include: Breakfast and lunch, berthing, 
marine services shuttle and provisioning 
services, and a concierge service provided 
by Sonnen BMW. Impressive.
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out, but I didn't. It was totally my screw-up." Before they could fi nd 
a software solution, they heard the sound of surf crashing and they 
knew they were in big trouble. 
 Once they grounded, the two sailors tethered themselves together, 
and were able to swim and scramble across the rocks and reef to safety, 
again without harm. Assessing the damage the next morning, an ut-
terly stunned and depressed Berg told Hawaii resident John Dour, 
simply, "I fucked up." Ironically, Dour, a former California resident, 
had lost his own boat a few years ago when she sank in her slip while 
he was working out of state. He's been living a Spartan lifestyle near 
the wreck site ever since.
 Because Berg had no insurance and lacked the means to orga-
nize a salvage operation himself, the Hawaii department of Land and 
Natural Resources took on the challenge of removing the hull from 
the reef-strewn shelf where she grounded. It only took a few hours to 
reduce it to a heap of splintered waste.
 We met Berg when he sailed south with the Baja Ha-Ha rally last 
fall, and found him to be an athletic, hands-on guy who prides himself 
on his self-suffi ciency despite his loss of vision. Before cruising he 
had lived aboard Seaquel in Ventura for more than a decade with his Seaquel in Ventura for more than a decade with his Seaquel
daughter Sidney. "He knows his Nordic 40 like the back of his hand 
and happily goes forward to raise, reef, and lower his hanked-on 

it up a notch seaquel — contnuedseaquel — contnuedseaquel

continued on outside column of next sightings page

 For more info, check out the brand 
new PacCup App 
which wi l l  be 
available soon 
for smart phone 
users. 
 Another inno-
vation this year is 
that Latitude 38
will be sponsor-
ing Division E, 
and we assume 
other organiza-
tions will support 
other divisions.
 We ' r e  a l s o 
excited to re-
port that Leslie 
Richter will be 
the event's offi cial photographer, which 
should enhance our coverage substan-
tially. 

— ross

By the time this shot was taken the big south 
swells had lain down along the Kona coast, 
although the night before they were huge. But 
it was a software issue that doomed 'Seaquel'.

The new PacCup app.
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headsail in all kinds of weather," said BHH crewman John Harold. 
"He’s physically fi t and would rather pull up the anchor by hand than 
install a windlass." Berg has been sailing since the mid-1970s. 
 Although stoic about his misfortune and eager to move on, Berg 
says, "I really can't imagine being away from the water." Who knows, 
maybe someone out there has a replacement boat to offer this deserv-
ing mariner. If so, email: editorial@latitude38.com. Our hearts go out 
to Berg, and we certainly hope he'll be out sailing again soon. 

— andy

cruiser undaunted by la paz accident
 Those new to the cruising scene are often deeply impressed by the 
supportive nature of sailing communities, especially in Mexico — and 

seaquel — continuedseaquel — continuedseaquel

continued on outside column of next sightings page

lovely ouessant
 Sadly, the lovely 38-ft Farallone Clip-
per Ouessant was unceremoniously T-Ouessant was unceremoniously T-Ouessant
boned May 17, while on starboard tack at 
the starting line of Sausalito YC's annual 
Women Skipper's Regatta.
 As you can see by the painful image 
below, the oncoming Catalina 30 Adven-
ture was on port tack when it slammed ture was on port tack when it slammed ture
into Ouessant, which is hull #14 of this 
venerable San Francisco-centric class. 
She was launched in 1957. 
 After purchasing her two years ago, 
energetic young skipper Jennifer Hinkel 
made substantial upgrades to Ouessant, 
including all new rigging and a bright new 
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particularly in times of need. That observation was well illustrated 
by both cruisers and marine business people in La Paz recently, in 
the aftermath of a tragic dinghy accident that ultimately caused its 
victim, John Spicher of the Anacortes, WA-based Coast 34 Time Piece
to lose his left leg below the knee.

 As reported earlier, Spicher was attempting to help the owner of a 
runaway dinghy, whose driver had fallen out without wearing a kill 
cord, when Spicher was struck multiple times by the high-revving 
outboard.  
 Jeanne Walker of the La Paz-based Eagle writes: "John Spicher, Eagle writes: "John Spicher, Eagle
who now calls La Paz, Mexico home, returned after being gone for two 
months. . . John’s injuries required medical air evacuation to San 
Diego and ultimately the decision to amputate his lower left leg.
 "As John has been living in the La Paz area since the 2011 Baja 
Ha-Ha, he no longer carried US medical insurance. The cruising com-
munity in La Paz rallied around and held several fundraisers for John, 
raising close to $9,000. At the time of the accident, John’s boat was 
in the city anchorage. It was moved to Marina Palmira. The marina 
pitched in with one month's free moorage and a discount for several 
additional months.
 "John will be receiving his fi rst prosthesis shortly. After a bit of 
time visiting family and friends in the States, he plans to return to 
La Paz and get back to sailing in the Sea of Cortez." 
 Spicher has lived aboard Time Piece for the past 14 years. While Time Piece for the past 14 years. While Time Piece
participating in the Ha-Ha, he won his division, and earned the des-
ignation of "soul sailor" for having sailed the entire route. If you’d like 
to help John out with his enormous medical expenses, donations can 
be made at PayPal via svtimepiece@gmail.combe made at PayPal via svtimepiece@gmail.combe made at PayPal via .

— andy

excellent news from mexico
 If you're thinking about sailing to Mexico this fall with the Baja 
Ha-Ha or on your own, and have been concerned about a possible 
repeat of last year's disastrous AGACE audits of foreign-owned boats, 
which resulted in many innocent boats being impounded for up to 
four months, we don't think there is much reason to worry any longer.
 Tere Grossman, president of the Mexican Marina Owners As-
sociation, as well as Neil Shroyer of Marina de La Paz, and Enrique 
Fernandez of Puerto Los Cabos, report that they went to Mexico City 
in May, where they had very productive meetings with offi cials of 

undaunted — continued

continued on outside column of next sightings page

takes a bruising
transom. While understandably upset 
initially by the seemingly inexplicable 
port-starboard smash-up, Jennifer now 
has a pragmatic, upbeat attitude about 
the mishap. "Hey, it happens. She's made 
out of wood, and can be fi xed."
 Shipwright  Loyal  Tarbet ,  who 
did the previous upgrades, is mak-
ing a laundry list of needed repairs: 
"There's a lot of deep 'skeletal' dam-
age," he says, including replacing a 
sheer clamp, frames and planks. Yes, 
Adventure is insured. We hope to see Adventure is insured. We hope to see Adventure
Ouessant sailing the Bay again by the fall.Ouessant sailing the Bay again by the fall.Ouessant

— andy

"Starboard!" 'Ouessant's skipper Jennifer Hin-
kel (far left) throws the helm hard to port in an 
unsuccessful attempt to avoid getting whacked. 
The collision drove the Clipper's starboard side 
into the committee boat, 'Mercury', which was 
also hit by 'Adventure' moments later. Luckily, 
no one was injured.

Losing a limb won't stop John Spicher from experiencing the wonders of the Sea 
of Cortez. Posing here surrounded by the supportive staff of Marina Palmira, the 
recovering sailor wears his 'soul sailor' Baja Ha-Ha T-shirt.
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SAT (the Mexican IRS), SCT (Mexican ports and port captains), and 
Tourism.
 "We met with the Administrator for Customs, and he showed us 
the changes that will be made to the Temporary Import Permit forms," 
reports Grossman. "The new forms will have more information than 
the old ones, and will begin being used in July." (A temporary version 
of the new form has already been attached to some old TIPs.)
 It was the lack of information and clarity on the previous genera-
tions of TIPs that confused a lot of SAT agents, who had been inad-
equately trained. That resulted in many innocent boats being unfairly 
impounded. While the old forms — such as Latitude's cat Profl igate's 
ancient 20-Year Temporary Import Permit — are still good, new ones 
are only about $50, so we plan on getting a shiny new one. "I think 
that's a good idea," said Shroyer. He also reports that if there is some 
incorrect information on a boat owner's current TIP, he/she can visit 
a Banjercito branch up until the end of the year and get that informa-
tion corrected or updated.
 Grossman and Fernandez also visited with Lic. Francisco Maas, 
the Undersecretary of Tourism, and asked if it wouldn't be possible for 
someone from Immigration to come to San Diego for the Ha-Ha Kick-
Off Party October 26 to clear the 500-600 participants into Mexico 
before leaving San Diego. Maas said he will do his best to make that 
happen. We'll see.
 Thanks to better TIPs, more educated auditors and personnel at 
Banjercito branches, and harbormasters and boat owners better 
understanding what AGACE wants, we don't foresee any trouble in 
the upcoming season. It's also important to note that almost all of the 
necessary documents can be obtained prior to leaving for Mexico. For 
details, see Latitude's First-Timer's Cruising Guide to Mexico, which is 
downloadable for free from www.baja-haha.com. Meanwhile, here is  
a list from Shroyer of what's needed. Necessary Documents:
 1) Passports for the entire crew.
 2) FMM Visitor Cards or other immigration document for Non 
Mexicans.
 3) Original vessel documentation.
 4) Original Temporary Import Permit (TIP).
 5) Proof of liability insurance. Required by law and marinas. 
 6) Fishing Permits: If you're carrying fishing gear get one  for  a t 
least one person. 
 7) Original Mexico International Clear in Document or Crew List 
document.
 8) Letter of Authorization if a captain is to be left in charge of the 
boat.
 9) Notarized permission letter for children who are minors if they 
are not accompanied by both their parents.
 • Passports — Rules now require foreigners traveling to Mexico, 
including U.S. citizens, to show a passport to enter Mexico. (Land 
crossing to-from Mexico may be exempt.) If going to Mexico on a ves-
sel get your passport. 
 • Tourist Cards — Foreigners traveling to Mexico must obtain a 
Mexican “Tourist Card” now called a FMM Visitor card (Forma Mi-
gratoria Multiple de Visitante sin permiso para realizar actividades 
remuneradas). The cost is $306 pesos in 2014 (about $27 USD). Or 
a visa, if you are from a country from whch Mexico requires you to 
have a visa. (See Mexican consular website). The FMM Visitor card 
can be obtained upon arrival at your fi rst offi cial port of entry, and 
paid for at a bank after visiting the local immigration offi ce.
 You may also prepay the FMM Visitor card online prior to your 
departure to Mexico, or before visiting the local immigration offi ce at 
the fi rst port of entry. This can be done by going to www.banjercito.
com.mx/registroEmbarques/. It is a good idea to do this before you 

one man's  
 To say that Allen Gross was thrilled to 
fi nally relaunch his vintage, 32-ft sloop 
Folly, would be a collosal understatement. 
After completing an exhaustive eight-year 
refi t, he was practically ecstatic to see 
his 'mistress' of 38 years gently drop into 
the Bay at San Francisco Boatworks last 
month. 
 Built in North Beach to an Edward 
Burgess design in 1889 — just four 
year's after the famous sloop Freda, her 
ballasted, full-keel design represented a 
'radical' departure from the beamy cen-
terboard sloops of the era. 
 As you might imagine, during her 125 
years she's had a very colorful history. 

mexico — continued
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love affair
Gross can easily quote the highlights of 
her racing victories and notable former 
owners extemporaneously without hardly 
taking a breath. He really ought to write 
a book about her — although there's al-
ready been at least one volume dedicated 
to her: Anitra Marsland's 1953 classic: I 
Married a Boat.
 Gross' almost singlehanded effort drew 
praise from many vintage boat buffs. 
John Muir of San Francisco Maritime 
said, "Saving Folly, with her unique hull 
lines, is a great gift to San Francisco Bay 
yachting history." So cheers to Folly!

— andy

depart for Mexico, since you will have proof of payment of the FMM 
Visitor card form even if you do not have the FMM Visitor card itself. 
At the fi rst offi cial port of entry you present the payment receipt and 
they will proceed to fi ll out, stamp and give you the card valid for up 
to 180 days. 
 • We recommend that when you fi ll out the information requested 
on the web page, do so individually, one person at a time, so you will 
get one receipt for each person in that person´s name. To do this you 
state that there is only one person on board the vessel in "Step 2" of 
the process. If you say two people you will be billed for two people, 
but get one receipt in the name of the person fi lling out the form. It 
will be valid for two people. The payment online is the only payment 
required for the FMM Visitor card; you will not be charged again when 
they issue the document at the port of entry immigration offi ce. 
 Please note: the FMM Visitor Card can no longer be renewed inside 

mexico — continued

continued on outside column of next sightings pagecontinued in middle column of next sightings page

After years of anticipation, 'Folly's relaunch last 
month was a joyous affair. Center: Allen Gross 
(on right) with David Marsland, who holds a copy 
of his grandma Anitra's book, " I Married a Boat."
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airfare discount
Mexico beyond the original 180 days. If the original FMM Visitor Card 
is for less than 180 days you can get it extended for up to 180 days.
 • Boat Documents — Every boat must carry current vessel docu-
mentation that proves ownership and registry. Proof of ownership of 
the vessel (and trailer, if this is the case) may be shown by means of 
any of the following documents: invoice, rental contract, title, and 
in all cases Certifi cate of Documentation or Registry issued by the 
country or state of registration.
 • Temporary Import Permit — All vessels are required to have a 
Temporary Import Permit when in Mexico. A TIP can be obtained 
either on line before you depart for Mexico or at the fi rst offi cial port 
of entry. Apply on line for a Temporary Import Permit 12 to 60 days 
before you depart at www.banjercito.com.mx/registroVehiculos/ or get 
it at a Banjército CIITEV offi ce at one of the following Mexican ports 
of entry: Ensenada, La Paz, Guaymas, Mazatlan, Puerto Vallarta and 
possibly others. However, Cabo San Lucas does not have a Banjército 

mexico — continued

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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 Signups for October's Baja Ha-Ha rally 
are going strong, with 60 boats signed up 
that range in size from Sara and Peter 
Gebhard's Massachusetts-based Kadey 
Krogen 55 trawler Choisi (yes, we allow Choisi (yes, we allow Choisi
motorboats) to Danne Faber's Sausalito-
based Rhodes Annapolis 30 Petrel. 
 This year's event will have more offi cial 
sponsors than ever, so participants can 
expect lots of special offers including deep 
discounts at marinas in San Diego and 
along the coast. 
 One offering that's new this year is 
airfare discounts of 7% on Alaska Airlines 
for all crew fl ying from one of the fi rm's 
departure cities to San Diego, and home 
from Cabo. The offer includes family and 

LJ
U

BO
 G

AM
U

LI
N

Page 82  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2014



SIGHTINGS

offi ce, so a TIP cannot be obtained there. (We recommend Ensenada,  
for vessels entering Mexico on the Pacifi c side).
 • The vessel may be considered illegally in Mexico if it does not have 
a TIP and subject to fi nes and/or confi scation. Temporarily Imported 
Vessels cannot be sold in Mexico and chartering requires Mexican 
permits.
 • Insurance — All vessels in Mexican waters are required to havve 
liability insurance.
 • Fishing Licenses — Only individual fi shermen need fi shing li-
censes, not the vessel. Licenses can be acquired for a day, week, month 
or a year. In San Diego they can be obtained from: Mexican Dept. of 
Fisheries, 2550 Fifth Ave., Ste. 15 (corner of 4th and Laurel) (619) 
233-4324. They can also be purchased online: http://apps.bcs.gob.
mx/fi nanzas/fi naweb/fonmar/ This page is in Spanish but is fairly 
simple. It is a Baja California Sur State page, but the fi shing licenses 
issued are federal and for all Mexican waters.
 • Clearing Into and Out of Mexico — You must clear in internation-
ally at the fi rst offi cial port of entry. (Special arrangements may be 
made for the Baja Ha-Ha.) The clear-in process involves fi lling out 
the Crew List Document, going to immigration to get it stamped and 
have the FMM Visitor Cards issued for all passengers, then going to 
the port captain's offi ce with the form to pay the Clear-In Fee and 
have the document stamped. In some ports you may be required to 
pay a Port Use Fee with the API (Port Administrator).
 • Clearing Into and Out of Domestic Ports "Cabotage." If you are 
going from one port to another within Mexico, all that's required is 
that you inform the port captain or marina of your arrival or depar-
ture by means of an "Aviso" or "notifi cation." Depending on the port 
captain, some require the notifi cation be in writing, while others allow 
for verbal notifi cation via VHF radio channel 16. In some ports you 
must pay the port use fee wth API when arriving and anchoring.

— richard

the great watermelon voyage
 We've reported on all sorts of sailing projects linked to worthwhile 
causes, but the Great Watermelon Voyage is defi nitely unique. As Bay 
Area sailor Jim Bender explains, the second GWV will take place this 
summer in the Dalmation Islands of Croatia. 
It introduces students and young adults to 
the region's rich maritime history by sail-
ing interisland aboard 18th-century replica 
cargo vessels rigged for rowing and sailing.
"These boats traditionally are sailed with large "These boats traditionally are sailed with large "
lateen-rigged sails," explains Jim, "or rowed 
in the Venetian style, standing with oars that 
extend across the deck." 
 Where do the watermelons come in? The 
crews will load their boats — called braceras 
— to the gunwales with melons and sell them 
at a substantial profi t to European cruisers 
and charterers out in the sun-baked Dalma-
tion anchorages. The proceeds will go to the 
Maestral Home for Children near Split.
 "The students will learn the arts of sea-
manship, the natural and social history of 
the islands, and help their community," says 
Jim. To learn more about this juicy entrepreneurial project, email Jim 
at james.s.bender@gmail.com or visit james.s.bender@gmail.com or visit james.s.bender@gmail.com adriatic-maritime.org, an NGO 
dedicated to using traditional boats as a platform for youth develop-
ment and maritime preservation in the Adriatic.

— andy

for ha-ha'ers mexico — continued
friends who will fl y to Cabo and back to 
join in the end-of-rally participants. 
 True, 7% isn't an enormous discount, 
but it will leave you some extra margarita 
money, and Alaska Air is defi nitely one of 
the best carriers serving Cabo. They have 
so many fl ights that they have their own 
terminal.
 All offi cially registered boat owners 
will be sent an explanitory fl yer about 
the Alaska deal in their entry packets, 
which will be mailed out early this month. 
(Basically, you just enter a special code 
when booking fl ights to get the discount.) 
All sorts of other sponsor offers will be 
included, along with an offi cial burgee.

— andy

"Anybody up for a cool, juicy watermelon?" 
Combining entrepreneurship, maritime history, 
philanthropy and more, the Great Watermelon 
Voyage is a winner all the way around.

Jim Bender and his daughter.
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We're going to assume that all readers have heard of Airbnb (Air Bed 
& Breakfast), the wildly successful website that allows people to rent 
out lodging. The still privately-owned San Francisco-based company 
has over half a million listings in 33,000 cities in 192 countries.
 We also presume that everyone knows how controversial the con-

cept is. For those with lodgings — even if they 
are just renting — it has become a sudden 
way to offset expenses or in some cases even 
make a profi t from something they might not 
even own. Opponents of the service say that 
it results in unknown strangers suddenly 
showing up with keys to the entrances of 
condominiums and apartment buildings. Cit-
ies, of course, are furious because they often 
aren't getting their cut of the action.
 Until recently, we weren't aware that those 
with boats are also using Airbnb to rent out 
lodging space. We got the news thanks to Roy 
Wessbecher of Harbor, Oregon, a member of 
Latitude's Frugal Cruising Hall of Fame.
 "I'm still — sort of — at the helm of Breta, 

the Columbia 34 Mk II that I circumnavigated on many years ago," 
writes Wessbecher. "Here's part of the notice I'm running in Airbnb:"
 "Folks biking the Oregon Coa st Bike Route or hiking the Oregon 
Coast Trail, take an overnight berth on a boat that sailed around the 
world. No worries, she's now a 'land-yacht' — safe, calm, quiet, and 
on a trailer. Add an adventure to your adventure by coming aboard. 
What makes the space unique? Everything. It's not a hotel, not a 
campsite, somewhat like a youth hostel, but not really. She's much 
roomier than the photos show, and she has hard-knocks character! 
Advertised originally as "The 7-sleeper for 7-footers," but one to four 
guests is ideal."
 Prices start at $26 per night per person. Most of the other Airbnb 
boat listings we've seen are for vessels in places like Hong Kong, 
Amsterdam, and Paris, and often start at $400 a night.
 Before anybody gets any ideas about Airbnb-ing their own boat, 
they might want to look into liability issues, specifi cally whether their 

insurance remains 
in effect if the boat 
is used for commeri-
cal purposes. There 
is also the issue of 
non-mariners hav-
ing no idea how to 
keep from acciden-
tally destroying very 
expensive stuff on a 
boat — or perhaps 
worse, clogging up 
the heads. And last 
but not least, Airb-
nb-ing may violate 

your berthing agreement and have the city you're in coming around 
looking for money. Be that as it may, we suspect the whole gamut of 
Airbnb and 'ride-sharing' services won't go away anytime soon.
 How did Wessbacher, originally from Santa Clara, make the Latitude
Frugal Cruiser Hall of Fame? We'll let his quote from a 2000 edition 
of Latitude tell the story: "Having now covered 31,700 ocean miles Latitude tell the story: "Having now covered 31,700 ocean miles Latitude
and visited 35 countries with my Columbia 34 Mk II Breta, my boat 
and I are back in the United States. I fi nished the trip as I began it, 
singlehanded. But while enroute I had a total of 17 crewmembers, all 
of them vegetarians — and all of them female. Cynthia, a Dutch girl, 

don't miss the reggaeairbnb on the water?
 A reminder that signups for the SoCal 
Ta-Ta II — aka 'Reggae 'Pon da Ocean' — 
began in mid-May, and already the entry 
roster has swollen to half of the 50-boat 
limit. So if the idea of zig-zagging down 
the SoCal coast with a fl eet of fun-loving 
cruisers sounds like your sort of summer 
getaway, make tracks to www.socaltata.
com and lock in your spot. com and lock in your spot. com
 Dates for the Santa Barbara-to-
Catalina event are September 7-13, and 
it's open to boats over 27 feet that were 
designed, built and have been maintained 
for open ocean sailing. 
 There will be stops along the way at 
Santa Cruz Island (two nights), Paradise 

Comfy V-berth.

'Breta's fully-equipped galley.

ER
IK

 S
IM

O
N

SO
N

 / 
W

W
W

.P
R

ES
SU

R
E-

D
R

O
P.

U
S

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Page 84  •  Latitude 38  •  June, 2014



SIGHTINGS

party 'pon da ocean airbnb — continued

Beer Can racing in the Oakland-Alameda Estu-
ary — what better way to spend a late spring 
evening? Warm enough for shorts and T-shirts, 
breezy enough to fl y big chutes. Sweet!

Cove, and Redondo Beach's King Harbor. 
The longest leg is 30 miles and the course 
requires no overnight sailing. If winds are 
anything like normal, there will be little if 
any upwind sailing.
 Our Kick-Off party this year will be at 
the Santa Barbara YC, and the fl eet will 
have reserved space in Santa Barbara 
Yacht Harbor. Check out the full schedule 
on the website. 
 While you're sure to enjoy some fi ne 
sailing and make some new friends, the 
rally will also serve as great practice for 
future cruising. So grab some phony 
Rasta locks and join the fun.

— andy

even lasted through the whole ugly Red Sea leg from Sri Lanka up to 
Israel. That 4,400 miles took 147 days. Susanne, a Swedish girl, did 
the Atlantic and the Caribbean with me, which was 3,400 miles and 
109 days. Maus, my cat, accompanied me all the way around. 
 I kept an exact record of all my expenses during my circumnavi-
gation. In the four years, nine months and nine days it took me to 
sail from Puerto Vallarta to Puerto Vallarta, I spent an average of 
$14.66 a day. That's $445 a month, $5,350 a year, or a grand total 
of $25,300. I had budgeted $20 per day, so I completed the trip way 
under budget. Those numbers include every single expenditure. I did 
two bottom jobs, one in New Zealand and one in Thailand. I had no 
major breakdowns, and didn't fl y home."
 Wessbacher purchased the Columbia 34 for $10,000. He later 
bought a LaFitte 44, but has asked us not to inquire what's happened 
to that boat.

— richard

June, 2014  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 85


	Section 1 pp. 1-85
	CONTENTS
	subscriptions
	calendar
	letters
	sightings

	Section 2 pp. 86-148
	great vallejo race
	safety afloat
	caribbean racing primer
	sss transpac preview
	max ebb: projecting
	the racing sheet
	world of chartering
	changes in latitudes
	classy classifieds
	brokerage
	advertisers' index




