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Sticky Note
Welcome to the January 2014 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: As the crew of the Melges 24 'Personal Puff' demonstrates, midwinter sailing on the Bay can be fun and exhilarating.

Photo: Latitude/Andy



THE BAY AREA’S PREMIERE BOATING COMMUNITY

N e w  Y e a r ’s  r e s o lu t i o N s
a r e  h a r d  to  st i c k  w i t h …

“ this Year i’m goiNg 
to cut dowN oN the 
chocolate…go to  
the gYm more ofteN…”
We know an easy one! “Find a first-class marina  
and save a lot of money!”

Call us to find out about our New Year’s promotions.

F  Prime deep water double-fingered 
concrete slips from 30’ to 100’. 

F  great estuary location in the heart  
of beautiful alameda island. 

F  complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled. 

F  free pump-out station open 24/7. 
F  full-service marine center and  

haul-out facility. 
F  free parking. 
F  free on-site wifi.
and much more...

directory of grand marina tenants
 
 
 
 
 
 

510.865.1200
leasing office open daily
2099 grand street, alameda, ca 94501
www.grandmarina.comg
r

a
n

d
 m

a
r

in
a

Blue Pelican Marine ........................ 132

Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The .....12

Marchal Sailmakers ........................ 123

MarineLube .......................................99

New Era Yachts ................................ 136

Pacific Crest Canvas .......................... 34

Pacific Yacht Imports ........................18

Alameda Marine Metal Fabrication

UK Sailmakers



Happy Birth
day to Us

*Powered by Pineapples

Pineap
ple S

ails 
turned 40 las

t 

month and we th
ink a c

eleb
ra-

tion is i
n order. W

e w
ant to

 

thank eve
ryone w

ho made th
is 

possib
le a

nd share 
a beer 

with 

those o
f yo

u who will m
ake

 the 

next 
40 eve

n bette
r.

So sto
p by the lo

ft o
n Fri-

day eve
ning, February 22, 

sometim
e betw

een
 5:00 

p.m. an
d 8:00 p.m. We’ll 

have
 a fe

w keg
s of beer,

 

some pleas
ant jaz

z an
d light 

refr
esh

ments.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., A
lameda, Califo

rnia 94501YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weath
er g

ear,
 Dubarry

 footwear,
 and Spinlock Deck

wear

Sails 
in need

 of re
pair m

ay be dropped off a
t

West 
Marin

e in
 Oakland or Alam

eda.
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To give 
us so

me id
ea o

f 

how many folks 
to exp

ect,

RSVP to: 

sally
@pineap

plesa
ils.c

om 

or (5
10) 522-2200.

Play Your Cards Right!

*Powered by Pineapples

Last season brought successes in spades to Pineapple powered boats.
Racers and cruisers alike found that dealing with 

Pineapple Sails brings results: sails that perform and endure.

This season offers new opportunities for mastering the many 
techniques of sailing. New Pineapple sails and the advice and 

service that go with them stack the deck in your favor.

Don't gamble. Give us a call today.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at
West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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Great Old 

Boats…

*Powered by Pineapples

A whole lot of great old boats get together once a 

year for the Master Mariners Regatta.

But just because a boat is 
old doesn’t mean it can’t 

go. Kersey Clausen’s Hurricane, Random, launched 

in 1955, won her class i
n this year’s M

aster Mariners 

Regatta w
ith a new suit of Pineapple Sails. T

im Muri-

son’s Pineapple powered Islan
d Clipper, Bolero, built 

in 1946, won the Dead Eye Trophy for the faste
st 

elapsed time of all t
he classe

s on her course. And Bill 

Claussen’s Bird Curlew was built way back in 1922 

and is st
ill showing her winning ways with our sails

.  

If you have an older boat, don’t think she won’t benefit 

from some great new sails
…

Think Pineapple Sails. C
ustom sails

 from a custom 

loft, made right here in Sunny Alameda.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., 

Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: 

Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, an
d Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in
 need of repair m

ay be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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A whole lot of great old boats get together once a 

year for the Master Mariners Regatta.

But just because a boat is 
old doesn’t mean it can’t 

go. Kersey Clausen’s Hurricane, Random, launched 

in 1955, won her class i
n this year’s M

aster Mariners 

Regatta w
ith a new suit of Pineapple Sails. T

im Muri-

son’s Pineapple powered Islan
d Clipper, Bolero, built 

in 1946, won the Dead Eye Trophy for the faste
st 

elapsed time of all t
he classe

s on her course. And Bill 

Claussen’s Bird Curlew was built way back in 1922 

and is st
ill showing her winning ways with our sails

.  

If you have an older boat, don’t think she won’t benefit 

from some great new sails
…

Think Pineapple Sails. C
ustom sails

 from a custom 

loft, made right here in Sunny Alameda.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., 

Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: 

Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, an
d Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in
 need of repair m

ay be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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A whole lot of great old boats get together once a 

year for the Master Mariners Regatta.

But just because a boat is 
old doesn’t mean it can’t 

go. Kersey Clausen’s Hurricane, Random, launched 

in 1955, won her class i
n this year’s M

aster Mariners 

Regatta w
ith a new suit of Pineapple Sails. T

im Muri-

son’s Pineapple powered Islan
d Clipper, Bolero, built 

in 1946, won the Dead Eye Trophy for the faste
st 

elapsed time of all t
he classe

s on her course. And Bill 

Claussen’s Bird Curlew was built way back in 1922 

and is st
ill showing her winning ways with our sails

.  

If you have an older boat, don’t think she won’t benefit 

from some great new sails
…

Think Pineapple Sails. C
ustom sails

 from a custom 

loft, made right here in Sunny Alameda.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., 

Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: 

Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, an
d Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in
 need of repair m

ay be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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A BIRD’S EYE VIEW – 

FROM THE FRONT

*Powered by Pineapples

Jock McLean works in a boat yard and can 

probably fix anything.  But he’d rather fix an old 

wood boat than anything else. The 1929 Bird Boat 

Oriole is owned by Jock and partner Hugh Harris, 

and is the latest of Jock’s re-fits.

Last month’s “Woodie” regatta had the old, tra-

ditional wood boats out at it again, racing off 

the Cityfront. Jock had Oriole flying around the 

course with her shiny new suit of Pineapple Sails.

Bird Boat sails aren’t simple. The main is huge; the 

boom sticks out way past the transom. The little 

jib has an aluminum headboard, like most main-

sails.  But Pineapple Sails is up to the task, sensi-

tive to the requirements of the Bird Boat’s class 

specifications and wooden spars.

Every boat is special: Its measurements, where it 

sails, the owners’ goals and sailing interests. The 

boat’s sails need to match those goals and specif-

ics.

Going cruising? We’ll send you off with the sails 

that can take you anywhere. And back home 

again!  Want racing sails that go for more than one 

or two seasons? We make those, too.

Give us a call. Every sail we build is made right 

here in sunny Alameda, California.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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A Bird's Eye View – 

From the Front
Élan – energy, style and enthusiasm

*Powered by Pineapples

Elan has been a fixture in the Express 37 
one-design fleet for a long time, but for relatively new owner Jack Peurach, the ocean races have been particularly reward-

ing. In 2012, Elan won her division in the 
Pacific Cup – and nobody was more sur-prised than first-timers Jack and his crew. 
The 2013 OYRA (Ocean Yacht Racing As-
sociation) series has been equally kind to 
Elan, with a string of solid finishes. Jack 
and his crew placed first in their division at 
the close of the season.

Elan has had this success with a relatively 
old set of Pineapple sails that came with 
the boat, which according Jack, “miracu-
lously, still look great.” It has only been this 
year that Jack has started to upgrade to a 
new set – not surprisingly, exactly like the 
old set … from Pineapple Sails. 
Call us today for an upgrade of your own; 
for sails designed and built right here in Alameda, California.

Phone (510) 522-2200Fax (510) 522-7700www.pineapplesails.com2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear
Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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Élan – energy, style and enthusiasm

*Powered by Pineapples

Elan has been a fixture in the Express 37 
one-design fleet for a long time, but for relatively new owner Jack Peurach, the ocean races have been particularly reward-

ing. In 2012, Elan won her division in the 
Pacific Cup – and nobody was more sur-prised than first-timers Jack and his crew. 
The 2013 OYRA (Ocean Yacht Racing As-
sociation) series has been equally kind to 
Elan, with a string of solid finishes. Jack 
and his crew placed first in their division at 
the close of the season.

Elan has had this success with a relatively 
old set of Pineapple sails that came with 
the boat, which according Jack, “miracu-
lously, still look great.” It has only been this 
year that Jack has started to upgrade to a 
new set – not surprisingly, exactly like the 
old set … from Pineapple Sails. 
Call us today for an upgrade of your own; 
for sails designed and built right here in Alameda, California.

Phone (510) 522-2200Fax (510) 522-7700www.pineapplesails.com2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear
Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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Elan*

National News 
(the good kind)

*Powered by Pineapples

Mike Mannix bought Harp, his Catalina 

38, brand new, in 1984. Mike has won 

his share of races over the years, and 

this year Harp won the Catalina 38 

Nationals, held here on San Francisco 

Bay this past July.Mike has taken good care of his boat 

and in 1996 began replacing his sail 

inventory with sails from Pineapple 

Sails. Harp has been ‘Powered by  

Pineapples’ ever since.If you are as fond of your boat as 

Mike is of his, then you’ll want to take 

care, too. And great sails are a big 

part of that care. We can help — with 

the quality of sails and service you 

want for your boat. Give us a call.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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National News 
(the good kind)

*Powered by Pineapples

Mike Mannix bought Harp, his Catalina 

38, brand new, in 1984. Mike has won 

his share of races over the years, and 

this year Harp won the Catalina 38 

Nationals, held here on San Francisco 

Bay this past July.Mike has taken good care of his boat 

and in 1996 began replacing his sail 

inventory with sails from Pineapple 

Sails. Harp has been ‘Powered by  

Pineapples’ ever since.If you are as fond of your boat as 

Mike is of his, then you’ll want to take 

care, too. And great sails are a big 

part of that care. We can help — with 

the quality of sails and service you 

want for your boat. Give us a call.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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What a Fiasco!

*Powered by Pineapples

It was a fiasco. But it’s supposed to be. San Fran-

cisco Bay’s Singlehanded Sailing Society held its 

annual Three Bridge Fiasco on January 26. And 

as fiascos go, it did not disappoint. There was light 

air, heavy air, and plenty of current to challenge the 

more than 350 single- and doublehanded, mono- 

and multihull competitors.

The rules are simple enough; the tactics, not so 

much. Round a fixed mark by the Golden Gate 

Bridge, Red Rock by the Richmond/San Rafael 

Bridge, and Treasure Island by the Bay Bridge; in 

any order and in any direction. Oh, and starts are 

staggered based on each boat's handicap.

Buzz Blackett’s Pineapple Powered Class 40,  

California Condor, sailed by Buzz and the boat’s  

designer, Jim Antrim, was the first monohull to 

cross the finish line, finishing ahead of 266 other 

doublehanded monohulls.

The Class 40 is a deep-draft design with lots of sail 

area. The design of the sails poses a special chal-

lenge for the sailmaker, and Pineapple Sails has met 

that challenge with a state-of-the-art inventory that 

is both fast and strong.

Custom race boat, world cruiser, big boat, small 

boat – every sail we make for every type of boat is 

thoughtfully designed and carefully crafted here in 

Alameda. Let us apply our 40 years in sailmaking 

to your boat. Give us a call.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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What a Fiasco!

*Powered by Pineapples

It was a fiasco. But it’s supposed to be. San Fran-

cisco Bay’s Singlehanded Sailing Society held its 

annual Three Bridge Fiasco on January 26. And 

as fiascos go, it did not disappoint. There was light 

air, heavy air, and plenty of current to challenge the 

more than 350 single- and doublehanded, mono- 

and multihull competitors.

The rules are simple enough; the tactics, not so 

much. Round a fixed mark by the Golden Gate 

Bridge, Red Rock by the Richmond/San Rafael 

Bridge, and Treasure Island by the Bay Bridge; in 

any order and in any direction. Oh, and starts are 

staggered based on each boat's handicap.

Buzz Blackett’s Pineapple Powered Class 40,  

California Condor, sailed by Buzz and the boat’s  

designer, Jim Antrim, was the first monohull to 

cross the finish line, finishing ahead of 266 other 

doublehanded monohulls.

The Class 40 is a deep-draft design with lots of sail 

area. The design of the sails poses a special chal-

lenge for the sailmaker, and Pineapple Sails has met 

that challenge with a state-of-the-art inventory that 

is both fast and strong.

Custom race boat, world cruiser, big boat, small 

boat – every sail we make for every type of boat is 

thoughtfully designed and carefully crafted here in 

Alameda. Let us apply our 40 years in sailmaking 

to your boat. Give us a call.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at

West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda or Richmond;

or Svendsen's in Alameda.

Harp*



Cover: As the crew of the Melges 24 Personal Puff demonstrates,Personal Puff demonstrates,Personal Puff
midwinter sailing on the Bay can be fun and exhilarating.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-Latitude 38
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identifi cation of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifi cally request them; copies will work just fi ne. 
Notifi cation time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specifi c information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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B O A T
LOANS

   from

Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

jburleigh@tridentfunding.com

See us at the NEW

San Francisco
BOAT SHOW

January 23-26 • Pier 48



1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #101 
Alameda, CA 

p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

POWER & SAIL NEW BOAT SALES • BROkERAgE • CONCIERgE OWNER’S SERvICES • ChARTER PLACEmENT

www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

TWO LOCATIONS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Join us at the San Francisco Boat Show 
January 23-26 at McCovey Cove

 43 46 50 55   20 25 30 35 40 45   31 34 37 41 45 48 50 55

CATAMARANS

380   39   400   421   450  
52   560   620

BENETEAU BROKERAGE
OCEANIS 49 2009 $325,000
OCEANIS 473 2005 Pending
FIRST 45 2009 $295,000
OCEANIS 423 2-cabin 2004 $175,000 
OCEANIS 423 3-cabin 2004 $165,000
FIRST 40.7 2001 $138,000
OCEANIS 393 2006 $125,000
OCEANIS 393 2004 $128,900
OCEANIS 34 2009 $145,000 
OCEANIS 323 2007 Pending
FIRST 30 2011 $128,500
FIRST 25 2013 $89,000

EXCLUSIVE BROKERAGE
HUNTER 54 1982 $66,500
ISLAND PACKET 485 2006 $579,000
CATALINA 470 2005 $299,000
HUNTER 466 2004 $235,000
SABRE 452 2002 $390,000
HUNTER 45DS 2011 $210,000
JEANNEAU 45 2007 $250,000
CATALINA 42 2004 Pending
TARTAN 4100 2001 $232,500
ISLAND PACKET 380 2000 $229,000
ERICSON 38 1988 Pending
ISLANDER 36 1973 $30,000
FREEDOM 36 1987 $69,500
ISLANDER 36 1972 $34,995
HUNTER 356 2002 $89,500
ERICSON 35 1977 $29,900
FREEDOM 32 1984 $35,999 
ERICSON 28+ 1987 $28,500

POWER BROKERAGE
OFFSHORE 58 1995 $795,000
HATTERAS 53 MY 1977 $99,500
COBALT 263 2002 $59,000
SEASPORT 24 1999 $45,900
GRADY WHITE 222 2002 $42,000

HUNTER 45DS, 2011  $210,000

SELECT BROKERAGE

JEANNEAU 45, 2007  $250,000

PLEASE JOiN US iN 
SAN FRANCiSCO JAN. 23-26

Thursday, January 23: 
ViP Day at Passage Yachts

Join us at 4PM for private 
wine tours onboard.

• Discount tickets available 
at Passage Yachts

• Sign up for Discover Boating 
and test-drive the Beneteau 

Gran Turismo 38 and Barracuda 9

• Attend a Boat as a Business 
Seminar at the show

• See all the 2014 Beneteau models

Barracuda 9 Oceanis 41First 25

Oceanis 45

Oceanis 48



❏ eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

❏ Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
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 Welcome to YRA Racing, the BEST racing value on the bay! 
 
Thank you for participating in the YRA!  We offer a choice for racing both on the Bay and on the local ocean!   

 
SERIES INFORMATION 

 
The YRA Party Circuit 

• Includes the 3 marquee YRA Weekend Regattas plus the new Westpoint Regatta.  Weekend regattas are The Great Vallejo 
Race, the YRA 2nd Half Opener, and the YRA Season Closer.  The three weekend regattas features 2 days of racing and a 
party at the host club Saturday night.   

• All 5 races are longer, destination style races.   
• There are 6 Divisions available for each Regatta: PHRF, Sportboat, One-Design, Double/Singlehanded, Non-Spinnaker & 

Multihull.  Divisions may be split into multiple fleets to ensure competitive racing.   
 
The PHRF, Sport Boat & One-Design Series 

• In the Bay racing for boats with a current NCPHRF rating certificate, Portsmouth Rating  or for One-Design classes.  
• The series is broken in two separate series, each with 3 race days.  Multiple races will be held on each race day. 
• PHRF Divisions are determined by grouping similarly rated boats.   
• Series Racers are invited to race in the OYRA Crewed Lightship  ocean race for an additional $10.00.  Additional OYRA 

equipment requirements must be met.  See http://www.yra.org/OYRA/ocean_safety.html.   
• One-Design starts are available for any fleet that signs up for the Spring or Summer series, or, gets at least 5 boats to sign up 

for a single race day.  If you are not sure if your One-Design fleet is eligible, or would like to sign your fleet up for the series, 
please contact the YRA office at (415) 771-9500 or info@yra.org. 

 
OYRA (Offshore Yacht Racing Association) 

• In 2014, there are 9 ocean races ranging from 25 to 60+ nautical miles. 
• OYRA racers are invited to race in the Great Vallejo Race for only an additional $10.00! 
• Racers will be divided into divisions determined by the OYRA board.  Racers can also choose to race in the Short Handed 

division: 
 
WBRA (Wooden Boat Racing Association 

• The WBRA participates in the US Sailing Golden Anchor program which makes WBRA racers eligible for a discounted US 
Sailing Membership.  US Sailing memberships through the WBRA Golden Anchor program must be purchased online here: 
http://www1.ussailing.org/membership/MPP/Default.aspx?ycid=112274N 

• Bay racing for one of the following 5 fleets: 
o Bird Boats 
o Bear Boats 
o Folkboats 
o IODs 
o Knarrs 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

• YRA Sailing Instructions are available on the YRA website at www.yra.org.  Sailing instructions are normally posted 
approximate ly 1 week pr ior to each race.  If you do not have access to the internet and need to have your race instructions 
mailed to you, please contact the YRA office at (415) 771-9500 or info@yra.org 

• Entries for a series, or individual regatta, must be received by 5 pm the Monday before the race or a $35 late fee will be 
applied.  No entries wi ll be accepted after 5 pm the Thursday before a race. 

• A YRA sailing membership and a membership in a YRA member yacht club is required to register a boat for any YRA 
series.  A YRA membership is required to race in any individual YRA Race, but one time racers do not need to belong to a 
member club. 

• The YRA Offers a discount on all race fees to US Sailing Members.  YRA Racers are eligible for a discount on US Sailing 
Memberships through the Golden Anchor Program.  US Sailing Memberships can be purchased online at 
http://www1.ussailing.org/membership/MPP/Default.aspx?ycid=101132Z.  

• Sailors entering the OYRA Season, or any individual OYRA Race, must submit complete an online crew & boat registration 
form through j ibeset.net before each ocean Race.  See http://www.yra.org/OYRA/ocean_safety.html for more information.  
Please note that to race in an OYRA Race there are rigorous additional safety requirements in effect, including the 
requirement for a 406 EPIRB or 406 PLB.   

• Please fill out your entry form completely, sign, date and return it to the YRA office along with your payment.  If you need 
additional assistance completing this form, please contact the YRA office.  

• You can save time and postage by signing up online!  Visit www.yra.org for more information! 

SIGN UP FOR THE 2014 RACING SEASON
Entry Form 

next page!

)
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Yacht Racing Association of San 
Francisco Bay - 2014 Entry Form

     Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: 415.771.9500 
Fax: 415.276.2378 

email: info@yra.org

   1070 Marina Village Prky, Suite 202-G

YRA Membership: 

PHRF, Sport Boat and One-Design Summer Series

Wooden Boat Racing Association (WBRA) Season  

PHRF, Sport Boat and One-Design Spring Series    

Offshore Yacht Racing Association (OYRA) Full Season  

Season Racing Fees:

$50

TOTAL____________

PHRF Series racers entering the Lightship Ocean Race

Office use only
Check Number ___________ Amount PD_____________ DATE Received in office_____________________________

In consideration of being admitted to sailing membership in the Yacht Racing Association of San Francisco Bay (YRA), I agree to abide by 
"The Racing Rules of Sailing" and the Sailing Instructions of the YRA and the regatta sponsors. I warrant that I will maintain compliance    with 
the YRA Minimum Equipment requirements. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I hereby waive any rights I may have to sue the YRA with 
respect to personal injury or property damage suffered by myself or my crew as a result of our participation in the YRA and hereby release the 
YRA and it's race organizers from any liability for such injury or damage.. I further warrant that I have not relied upon any of the above entities 
or individuals in preparing my yacht for racing.                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                 Signed: _____________________________________________Date:  _____________________
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Membership Fees: 

$90

$155

$90

$195

$

$

$

$

$

Fleet: (PHRF, One-Design, etc.

Single Race Fees:

$10 $

$105

$105

$210

US Sailing 
Members

$170

Non US Sailing 
Members

Vallejo Race Only 

2nd Half Opener Only 

Season Closer Only

$15

$75

$75

$75

All other YRA Races (write in race name):

$80

$80

$80

$
$
$

Renewal of 2013 Certificate: 

New Certificate/Renewal of 2012 or prior Cert.:

$
$

$30 for YRA Members/$40 for NON-YRA Members

$45 for YRA Members/$55 for NON YRA Members 
NCPHRF Fees: 

Late Fee:
 Any entry Rec'd after 5pm the Mon before the race $

No entries are accepted after 5pm the Wednesday before the race
$35

Required for YRA Racing

$55 $60 $

* Participants in an ocean race or ocean series must complete an online boat  crew registration form 
through Jibeset.net.  See http://www.yra.org/OYRA/ocean_safety.html for addt'l info  safety requirements

C.C. 

Card Holder's Signature:_______________________________________________ Billing Address:_______________________________________________

US Sailing 
Members

Non US Sailing 
Members

Fleet: (PHRF/One-Design, etc.)

Yacht Club Affiliation:

Card Number:______________________________________ CVV #__________ Name on Card:_________________________Exp Date:__________

Name:

Street:

City,State,Zip:

Evening Phone: Daytime Phone:

Email Address:

Boat Name:

Boat Model:

Manufacturer:

Designer:

U.S. Sailing #: YRA Member #:

Sail Number:

Yr Built:

Yr. Designed:

Berth/Slip #:Marina:

OYRA season racers entering Vallejo $10 $$15
*

*

Make check payable to YRA.  To pay by MasterCard or Visa please provide card info below, including billing street address and  zip code

$$180 $195PC Series

1070 Marina Vaillage Pkwy., Suite 202-G

Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: 415.771.9500

Fax: 415.276.2378

email: info@yra.org

Yacht Racing Association of
San Francisco Bay – 2014 Entry Form

)



PLEASE VISIT our FuEL Dock AT GAShouSE coVE mArInA • oPEn 7 DAyS A wEEk • 9Am To 5Pm

San Francisco's Yacht Broker

10 mArInA BLVD., SAn FrAncISco, cA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725  •  email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com
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Northern California's exclusive agent

30' Nonsuch Ultra 
1989 • $58,900

50' Custom Steel Scow Schooner
Gas Light, 1998 • $595,000

41' Tartan 4100
1999 • $223,900

40' Cookson Farr 
1992 • $69,000

40' Beneteau
2009 • $184,000

33' Hans Christian 33T
1984 • $119,000

36' Catalina
1986 • $39,500

25' Nordic Folkboat
1979 • $13,900

ALSO FEATURING SELECTED MOTOR YACHTS:

57' Bayliner 5788 PH, 2001 ..........................$529,000
48' DeFever LRC/Trawler, 1980 .....................$175,000
44' Sea Ray 440 Express Bridge, 1997 ...........$165,000
41' Storebro SRC 400, 1990 ..........................$149,000 
40' Greenline, New 2014 ...............................$577,740

39' Sea Ray SF Sedan, 1985/1991 refit ..........$195,000
34' Bayliner 3488 Command Bridge, 2002 .....$130,000 
34' Californian Long Range Cruiser, 1979 .........$45,000
33' Greenline, New 2014 Diesel/Electric .........$333,620 
30' Carver 300 Aft Cabin, 1993 .......................$59,900
27' Boston Whaler Offshore Walkaround, 1992 .$69,000

REDUCED

COI

38' Vilm 116 Motorsailer
2002 • $228,900

36' Beneteau 361
2002 • $99,000

REDUCED
REDUCED

REDUCED

REDUCED



2014 Leopard 44 2014 Leopard 48

New Jeanneau 469 New J/Boats J/88

New Jeanneau 409 New Jeanneau 379 New J/Boats J/70 New J/Boats J/111

INSTOCK

INSTOCK

INSTOCK

Alameda Yacht Sales Offi ce
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, 

Suite #108,
Alameda, CA 94501

Phone: (510) 523-8500

Alameda • San Diego
Marina Del Rey • Long Beach 

Newport Beach
 See Over 150 New & Used Boats for Sale

www.CruisingYachts.net
www.SailCal.com BOATS

Cruising Yachts
Sail California

55’ Tayana ‘85……………… $224,900

52’ Santa Cruz ‘99………… $495,000

52’ Transpac Custom ‘03…… $395,000

50’ Owen Clarke Open ‘03… $295,000

46’ Beneteau Oceanis ‘07…… $296,000

45’ Jeanneau ‘96 ………… $149,000

44’ Jeanneau  ‘09…………… $327,000

40’ Beneteau First 40 ‘12…… $219,000

40’ J Boats J/120 ‘98………… $119,900

38’ Hunter ‘06……………… $120,000

38’ Catalina ‘98…………… $115,000

36’ Hunter ‘09……………… $134,750

35’ J/105 ‘02 “Oh Mama”…… $114,900

35’ J/105 ‘99 “Danae”……… $85,000

35’ J/105 ‘01 “Trickster”…… $94,900

35’ J/105 ‘92 “Vim”………… $75,000

34’ Catalina ‘89…………… $45,500

33’ Synergy 1000 ‘99……… $49,000

30’ Knarr ‘61………………… $60,000

25’ Nautica Wide Body ‘00……$110,000

‘04 Tartan 4100  $315,000‘96 JBoats J/130  $195,000

‘72 C&C Ketch 61 $199,000                                              ‘04 Santa Cruz 53  $649,000

‘06 Fox 44  $253,000

‘02 Bakewell 50  $549,000

‘95 JBoats J/105 $72,000

‘99 Hunter 380  $84,900‘99 Catalina 400  $169,000

‘04 Catalina 36 MKII $115,000‘05 Beneteau 373 $112,000

‘01 Catalina 320  $72,500

‘06 Hunter 38  $145,000

‘06 Hunter 36  $115,000

‘03 Hanse 341 $89,750

‘01 Farr 40  $149,000

‘05 Owen Clarke 60 $749,000

‘04 Catalina 400  $191,000

‘86 Catalina 34  $39,500

‘83 Catalina 36  $44,900

MAKE ALL YOUR SAILING DREAMS COME TRUE THIS NEW YEAR!
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MAKE ALL YOUR SAILING DREAMS COME TRUE THIS NEW YEAR!



CALENDAR

Non-Race
Dec. 31 — Presidio YC New Year's Eve Dinner, 7-9 p.m. 

$40. RSVP, (415) 816-2902 or CoastalCruiser@gmail.com.
Jan. 1 — Clear away last night's cobwebs with a daysail.
Jan. 1 — 'Round the Island circumnavigation of Alameda. 

Starts at Island YC, then on to Aeolian and Ballena Bay YCs, 
fi nishing at Encinal YC. Info, IslandYCEvents@yahoo.com.
 Jan. 15-29 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker 
each Wednesday for about $25. All YCs' members welcome. 
More info under 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.
 Jan. 5-26 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.

Jan. 8 — Singlehanded TransPac race seminar #4: Emer-
gency Rudders & Other Mechanics at Oakland YC, 7:30 p.m. 
All seminars are free and open to the public. For more about 
the race or future seminars, email transpac@sfbaysss.org. 

Jan. 8-12 — 54th Annual Portland Boat Show at the Expo 
Center. Info, www.otshows.com.

Jan. 9 — Are you a single boatowner needing crew? The 
Single Sailors Association has crew to help sail your boat. 
Monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC in Alameda, 6:30 p.m. 
Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org

Jan. 11 — Auction of remaining vessels at Nelson Marine 
in Alameda, 1 p.m. Previews 1/9-11. Info, www.michaans.
com.

Jan. 15 — Sail under the full moon on a Wednesday night.
Jan. 16 — Club Nautique's Winter Seminar Series kicks off 

with 'Inside the Oracle' by Eduardo Aldaz Carroll in Alameda, 
6:30-8 p.m. Other seminars run at the same time at alternat-
ing locations (A=Alameda, S=Sausalito). $10 members/$15 
non-members. 1/30: 'On Board an AC72' by an Artemis team 
member (S); 2/13: 'Marine Apps for Mobile Devices' by Joe 
Brandt (A); 2/27: Tour of Sausalito's Bay Model (6 p.m.); 3/13: 
'Tides on the Bay' by Kame Richards (A); 3/27: 'Cruising with  
Club Nautique's Captain & Admiral' by Don & Judy (S). Info, 
(510) 865-4700 or www.clubnautique.net.

Jan. 18 — Understanding San Francisco Bay & Your 2014 
Tide Table seminar at San Jose West Marine, 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Free, includes free tide table. RSVP, (408) 246-1147.

Jan. 23-26 — San Diego Sunroad Boat Show at Sunroad 
Resort Marina on the east end of Harbor Island. Info, www.
bigbayboatshow.com.

Jan. 23-26 — Progressive Insurance San Francisco Boat 
show at AT&T Park and McCovey Cove. Check out this in-
augural event featuring an in-the-water show and dozens of 
exhibits. Info, www.SFBoatShow.com.

Jan. 24-Feb. 2 — Seattle Boat Show Indoors + Afl oat at 
CenturyLink Field & South Lake Union. The largest boat show 
on the West Coast. Info, www.seattleboatshow.com.

Jan. 25-26 — Baja Ha-Ha Assistant Poobah 'Banjo Andy' 
Turpin will present Ha-Ha and Pacifi c Puddle Jump seminars 
back-to-back on both days at the Seattle Boat Show. 1/26: 4 
& 5 p.m.; 1/27: 3 & 4 p.m. Info, www.seattleboatshow.com.

Jan. 25-26 — Whalefest Monterey celebrates whales, on 
Monterey's waterfront, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Info, www.mon-
tereywharf.com.

Jan. 26 — Pacifi c Offshore Academy prep seminar #3 at 
Richmond YC, 8 a.m. Perfect for anyone planning to sail to 
Hawaii, especially in the Pacifi c Cup. Free for Pac Cup skip-
pers, $18 for others. Pre-registration strongly advised! Info, 
www.pacifi ccup.org.

Feb. 1 — 25th Annual Women's Sailing Convention at 
Bahia Corinthian YC in Corona del Mar. $185. Limited space 
so register early! Info, www.womenssailingconvention.com.
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(510) 521-6100(510) 521-6100 • Fax (510) 521-3684
2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina 

for the Lowest Bottom Prices!
~ COMPARE US WITH THE COMPETITION ~

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.boatyardgm.com
We're just a 'click' away.

CLICK
OUR
RATES!

FREE

HAULOUT

WITH

BOTTOM

JOB



1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470 MkII, 2011 .................................. $360,000
Catalina 470, 2009 ........................................... 369,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2005 .................... REDUCED! 178,000
Catalina 42, 1989 ................................................SOLD!
Catalina 400, 2001 ..............................................SOLD!
Catalina 380, 1997 ............................................. 92,900
Catalina 36 MkII, 2001 .........................................SOLD!
Catalina 34 MkII, 2007 .........................................SOLD!
Catalina 34 MkII, 1988 ..............JUST ARRIVED! 46,500
Catalina 309, 2009 ..............................................SOLD!
Catalina 30, 1988 ............................................... 28,000
Catalina 30, 1979 ............................................... 13,950

Catalina 28 MkII, 1997 .........................................SOLD!
Catalina 250, 2005  .......................... REDUCED! 19,900
Preowned Sailing Yachts
Norseman 447, 1984 ...................... REDUCED! 169,000
Bristol 35.5, 1985 ............................................... 54,900
Beneteau 36.7, 2010 ........................................ 133,500
Ericson 32, 1970 .............................. REDUCED! 26,900
New Ranger Tugs (base price) 
Ranger 31 Sedan Tug, 2014 .............................. 269,937 
Ranger 31 Flybridge, 2014..NEW MODEL YEAR! 279,937
Ranger 29 Tug, 2014 ........NEW MODEL YEAR! 229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2014 ............................JUST ARRIVED!
Ranger 25SC Tug, 2014 ........................JUST ARRIVED!

Preowned Ranger Tugs
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011, fully loaded .........JUST ARRIVED! 
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ........................................ 224,000
Ranger 25 Tug, 2010 ........................................ 105,000
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009, includes trailer ................ 105,000
Ranger 21 Tug, 2009 ........................ REDUCED! 39,000
Ranger 21 Tug, 2008 .......................................... 39,000
Preowned Power Yachts
Stephens 70 Classic Motor Yacht, 1966 ......... 1,100,000
Ocean Alexander 44, 1991 .............. REDUCED! 139,000

YACHTS

New Arrival: 2014 Glacier Bay 27802011 Catalina 470  Liquid Assets  $360,000

Exclusive dealer for Catalina Yachts, Tartan Yachts,  
Ranger Trailerable Tugs, and Glacier Bay! 

2014 Ranger 27  Just Arrived! 1988 Catalina 30  Dulce  $26,500 2008 Ranger 21  Tug O My Heart  $39,000

1991 Ocean Alexander  Morning Star  $139,000

Made in 
the USA

2014 RANGER 31 
FLYBRIDGE & SEDAN 

AVAILABLE AT OUR DOCKS

Happy New Year from Farallone Yacht Sales

REDUCED

SISTERSHIP

www.FaralloneYachts.com
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   New Exclusive 

   Dealer for CA

2014 RANGER 25SC
LIST

WITH US!

2014 CATALINA 355
NEW 

BOATS!

See us 

at the new 

SF Boat Show

Jan. 23-26



CALENDAR

Feb. 8 — US Sailing Race Management Seminar at Encinal 
YC, all day. $50. Info, encinalseminar@gmail.com or sign up encinalseminar@gmail.com or sign up encinalseminar@gmail.com
at tinyurl.com/7wbko59.

Feb. 9 — North U. Trim Seminar in Marina del Rey at Del 
Rey YC, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. $85-115. Info, www.northu.com.

Feb. 13 — Red Dress Racing: Dream Big! presentation by 
RDR founder Moe Roddy at Corinthian YC, 6:30 p.m. Free. 
RSVP at www.cyc.org or (415) 435-4771.www.cyc.org or (415) 435-4771.www.cyc.org

Racing
 Jan. 1 — Master Mariners New Year's Day Race and Chili 
Potluck at Pt. San Pablo YC in Pt. Richmond. Info, (415) 364-
1656 or www.mastermariners.org.
 Jan. 1 — Frostbite Regatta on Lake Yosemite. LYSA, www.
lakeyosemitesailing.org.

Jan. 4 — Brrrr Rabbit. CPYC, regatta@cpyc.com.
Jan. 4 — Perry Cup/Midwinters. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.

 Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26 — Aquatic Center Winter Racing Club 
at Mountain View's Shoreline Lake, 2-4 p.m. All small boat 
sailors welcome every Sunday through March 16 to sail six 
races in Capri 14.2s. Info, www.ShorelineLake.com.
 Jan. 11 — Richmond YC's Little Daddy Regatta. Big Daddy 
will follow in March. Info, www.richmondyc.org.
 Jan. 11 — Frost Bite Series #1. Benicia YC, www.benicia
yachtclub.com.
 Jan. 11 — Santana 22 Team Racing. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
 Jan. 12 — Sunday Laser Races. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
 Jan. 19-24 — 27th Annual Key West Race Week by Quan-
tum. Info, www.premiere-racing.com.
 Jan. 25 — Three Bridge Fiasco, one of the oddest and most 
entertaining races ever invented, and the fi rst SSS event of 
the season. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.

 Midwinter Regattas
 BAY VIEW BC — Midwinter Madness: 1/11, 2/8, 3/8. Info, 
tmahoney22@gmail.com or (408)  210- 0517.tmahoney22@gmail.com or (408)  210- 0517.tmahoney22@gmail.com
 BERKELEY YC — Midwinters: 1/11-12, 2/8-9. Bobbi, 
(925) 939-9885 or bobbi@jfcbat.com.

BERKELEY YC — Chowder Races: Sundays through March BERKELEY YC — Chowder Races: Sundays through March BERKELEY YC
except when it confl icts with above. Patrick, (415) 328-2819 
or psman99@hotmail.com.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. 
Info, racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Midwinters: 1/18-19, 2/15-16. Kim, 
racing@cyc.org.

ENCINAL YC — Jack Frost Series: 1/18, 2/15, 3/15. Info, 
rearcommodore@encinal.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Manuel Fagundes Seaweed Soup 
Series: 1/4, 2/1, 3/1. Info, (916) 215-4566 or raceoffi ce@
ggyc.com.

LAKE MERRITT SC — Robinson Memorial Series: 1/12, 
2/8, 3/9. Mark, (925) 245-0287.

ISLAND YC — Estuary Midwinters: 1/12, 2/9, 3/9. John, 
(510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.

OAKLAND YC — Sunday Brunch Series: 1/5, 1/19, 2/2, 
2/16, 3/2. Jim, urrailmeat@yahoo.com.

REGATTAPRO — Winter One Design & IRC: 1/11, 2/8. 
Jeff, (415) 595-8364 or jzarwell@regattapro.com.

RICHMOND YC — Small Boat Midwinters: 1/5, 2/2, 3/2. 
Opti Midwinters: 2/1, 3/1. Info, RaceChair@richmondyc.org. 
Laser Sundays: 1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23, 3/16, 
3/23. Info, rycsunday.myfl eet.org.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Midwinters: 1/18, remaining TBA. 
Info, (831) 425-0690 or www.scyc.org.
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Your Sailing 
Resource!
• Specialty Hardware 
• Technical Apparel

www.westmarine.com/rigging

Your Complete Rigging Source!
Installation • Lifelines • Running Rigging 
Standing Rigging • Dock & Anchor Lines

Alameda, CA
730 Buena Vista Ave.

(510) 521-4865

San Diego, CA
1250 Rosecrans St.

(619) 255-8844

Seattle, WA
1275 Westlake Ave. N

(206) 926-0361

Visit westmarine.com to shop our 
New One Design offerings

Mobile Rigging Service Available

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG (7444)

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:



Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46 
with Hood Vektron 
Full Batten Mainsail, 
140% Genoa, and 
Solent Jib
Photo Courtesy 
swiftsure yaChts
www.OutboundYachts.com

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling 

applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tains its shape over a longer life than any sailcloth we've ever 

offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran® 
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® film. And you can be 

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the 
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood 

hallmark for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft, 

tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

The FinesT sails Begin 
wiTh The BesT sailcloTh
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Free Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro   (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com

Get ready for 

spring sailing –

WINTER

DISCOUNTS

NOW IN 

EFFECT



CALENDAR
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 SANTA ROSA YC — Winter Series: 1/18, 2/15. Info, www.
santarosasailingclub.org.

SAUSALITO YC — Sunday Midwinters: 1/5, 2/2, 
3/2. Dave Borton, (415) 302-7084 or race@sausalito
yachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Winter Series: 1/4, 2/8, 3/15. Redwood 
Cup: 1/18, 2/22, 3/29. Info, www.sequoiayc.com.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Island Fever Midwinters: 1/18, 
2/15, 3/15. Info, www.southbeachyc.org.

TIBURON YC — Midwinters: 1/11, 2/8, 3/8. Rob, race@
tyc.org.

VALLEJO YC — Tiny Robbins Midwinters: 1/25, 2/22, 
3/22. Info, www.vyc.org or (707) 643-1254.www.vyc.org or (707) 643-1254.www.vyc.org

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises. 

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
12/31Tue 0330/2.6 0948/7.1 1636/-1.5 1636/-1.5 1636/  2348/5.1
1/01Wed 0425/2.4 1040/7.1 1722/-1.6 1722/-1.6 1722/
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
1/04Sat 0202/5.7 0713/2.1 1318/6.2 1941/-0.7 1941/-0.7 1941/
1/05Sun 0248/5.8 0817/1.9 1417/5.6 2030/-0.1Sun 0248/5.8 0817/1.9 1417/5.6 2030/-0.1Sun 0248/5.8 0817/1.9 1417/5.6 2030/
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
1/11Sat 0121/2.5 0747/6.1 1452/0.1 2149/4.5
1/12Sun 0217/2.7 0832/6.2 1534/-0.1 1534/-0.1 1534/  2236/4.7
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
1/18Sat 0122/5.0 0623/2.5 1216/5.6 1845/0.1
1/19Sun 0151/5.1 0704/2.4 1255/5.3 1917/0.4
1/25Sat 0557/6.0 1255/0.6 1957/3.9 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
1/26Sun 0017/2.7 0653/6.2 1352/0.0 2104/4.3

January Weekend Tides

January Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max 
12/31Tue 0032 0243/2.6E 0547 0845/3.3F
 1136 1458/5.8E 1855     2157/4.4F
1/01Wed 0121 0335/2.9E 0642 0938/3.4F
 1229 1549/6.0E 1943 2245/4.6F
1/04Sat  0021/4.4F 0344 0609/3.3E
 0933 1220/3.2F 1513 1821/5.0E
 2209
1/05Sun  0111/4.1F 0432 0702/3.4E
 1038 1320/2.9F 1616 1914/4.3E
 2300
1/11Sat  0035/1.8E 0344 0645/2.6F
 0931 1254/4.1E 1652 2003/3.2F
 2259
1/12Sun  0134/1.9E 0436 0733/2.6F
 1017 1338/4.3E 1738 2049/3.4F
 2348
1/18Sat 0259 0517/2.5E 0839 1125/2.4F
 1415 1726/4.1E 2114 
1/19Sun  0011/3.2F 0334 0557/2.7E
 0921 1208/2.3F 1456 1807/3.8E
 2146
1/25Sat 0138 0449/2.5F 0750 1103/4.1E
 1513 1804/2.7F 2123 2333/2.1E
1/26Sun 0243 0548/2.6F 0844 1201/4.5E
 1608 1905/3.3F 2224

WHALE  POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 • FAx 233-1989
Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5pm  •  Sun: 10am - 4pm • whalepoint@acehardware.com

MARINE & HARdwARE CO.

A FAmily Omily Omily wned & OperAperAper tedAtedA  Business
FOr three GenerAenerAener tiAtiA Ons

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store 

Go to www.whalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

TROJAN & 
CeNTeNNiAl
Batteries
Marine 
deep-cycle 
batteries

24TM • 85amp ............NOW $9999*
27TM • 105amp .......NOW $11999*
6 Volt .......................NOW $14999*
8D • 12 Volt .............NOW $18999*
*Price with trade-in of old battery of equal size.

Deluxe BOSuN'S 
CHAiR
Hard bottom seat. Hard bottom seat. 
Large SS D rings let Large SS D rings let 
you snap in shackle you snap in shackle 
and tie in a 
safety line.

NOW
$11999

SupeR BlAST
Horn

8 oz.
Non-flammable

NOW $1499

FilTeR 500 FGSS 
by Racorby Racor

Filter Element
Whale pt $999

Filter Unit: List $249.99Filter Unit: List $249.99
Whale pt $19999

JABSCO TOileT
Manual 
29090-2000
NOW
$18999

Electrical
37010-0090
NOW
$49900*
*Special order 
1-2 days

FuRRiON 
Shore-Power CordShore-Power Cord
30AMP

25’ $6999

50’ $7999

ROpe CuTTiNG 
GuN

NOW $3999

Extra Blade: $799

HummiNGBiRD
Color 386ciColor 386ci
Fishfinder 
+ GPS 
+ Map

$29999

For cash or   
debit
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⇑⇓PACIFIC CUP GEARING UP TO BE ONE OF THE BEST
 The Pacifi c Cup YC has focused on amping up the fun 
for the 2014 Pacifi c Cup, which starts July 6-12 from San 
Francisco and ends at Kaneohe Bay, Oahu by July 20. The 
result has been a big increase in entries — we already have 
72, whereas in 2012 there were only 41 fi nishers.
 When the yacht club reconfi gured the training seminars 
in 2011-12, we discovered that the small roundtable break-

out sessions had 
an unanticipated 
benefi t — the skip-
pers and crews 
got a chance to 
meet and share 
perspectives be-
fore the start of the 
race. As a result, 
the person in front 
of them in line at 
the Kaneohe YC 
bar later on was 

a friend. The remaining seminars are the Pacifi c Offshore 
Academy, January 26 and March 16 at Richmond YC, and 
Safety at Sea, May 18, at a location yet to be determined.

We also discovered, as many have long ago during events 
such as the Ha-Ha, that the social aspect of a shared chal-
lenge is a very powerful part of the event. So we've ramped 
that up. We think the Pacifi c Cup Village, open from June 
30-July 5, will really start the social engagement and fun 
before the racing commences. Historically, about 40% of the 
Pacifi c Cup entries have come from outside the Bay Area, 
and another 10-20% from RYC. This year we are inviting 
boats from outside the Bay Area to berth at RYC. To support 
the out-of-area boats, RYC is developing a smartphone app 
that will link to race information and schedules, services 
and facilities at RYC, marine suppliers and trades, and local 
logistical support. A version will also be developed for the 
KYC to support the boats there. The Pacifi c Cup Village will 
feature speakers, and food and entertainment, culminating 
in the bon voyage party on July 5. Sonnen BMW and Alaska 
Airlines are already signed on as sponsors.
 After the race, there will be parties at KYC July 21-25, in-
cluding the Awards Ceremony on the last day. Anybody who 
has done a Pacifi c Cup knows how great the parties are!
 In order to reduce the pressure and challenge of the 
crossing to Hawaii, we have created a cruising division for 
those who just want the bluewater experience. The same 
equipment, safety, training and inspection requirements 
apply to these entries, and they will compete for awards, not 
trophies.  Interestingly, we’ve found that a number of boats 
have entered in the cruising division but later switched to 
the racing division.
 The 2014 Pacifi c Cup is attracting birds of a feather. So 
far we have the following one-design classes: Santa Cruz 27s, 
four; Santa Cruz 50s, four (maybe a fi fth); Hobie 33s, three; 
J/125s, three; and Cal 40s, three. For the fi rst time, we’ll 
award trophies for all one-design groups (a one-design group 
being any three sisterships).
 We've also worked hard on corporate engagement. Matson 
and Alaska Airlines are providing discounted shipping and 
airfares, and boatyards and sailmakers have provided gift 
certifi cates. Alaska Airlines will raffl e four round-trip tickets 
anywhere they fl y at Pacifi c Cup Village. West Marine has 
leaned in to support the Pacifi c Offshore Academy seminars 
with merchandise and gift certifi cates. Sonnen BMW will 
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The Pacifi c Cup's app will help racers fi nd ser-
vices and help fans keep up with the race.

Pacifi c Yacht Imports

www.pacificyachtimports.net

Grand Marina • 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501
Tel (510) 865-2541  •  tayana@mindspring.com

HUNTER 380, '01  $99,900

DON BROOKE 80, '83  $450,000

CATALINA 350, '03  $119,500NONSUCH 36, '87  $84,500

TAYANA 55, '83  $200,000

SLOCUM 43, '83  $159,000

TAYANA 42 CC, '89  $99,900

CATALINA 400, '03  $192,000

JEANNEAU SO 39i, '07  $157,500

DUFOUR 45, 1978  $83,000

CANADIAN SAILCRAFT 40, '87  $75,000

CHEN 37 CC KETCH, '70  $69,500

X-YACHTS 43, '04  $275,000

TAYANA 48 DS, '02  $390,000

SISTERSHIPSISTERSHIP

NEW LISTING



Boat Yard   510.522.2886
Chandlery & Rig Shop 510.521.8454
Metal Works  510.864.7208
Dinghy & Trailer Sales 510.521.8454
General Inquiries  info@svendsens.com

1851 Clement Avenue, in the Alameda Marina

Svendsen’s and 3M
Old World Standards, 
Cutting Edge Technology.

Call 510-522-2886 to schedule a bottom job  
or make a service appointment online at 

www.svendsens.com

With a bottom job from Svendsen’s Boat Works quote today.
Svendsen’s uses top-quality 
abrasives, sealants, fillers, 
compounds, and buffing  
pads & discs by

Schedule your bottom job today! 510.522.2886 or svendsens.com.

WAX & POLISH*

Svendsen’s has 5 decades of experience 
performing all aspects of marine repair in our 
full-service boat yard in Alameda.

At Svendsen’s, the most experienced 
craftsmen in the business will handle your 
boat bottom with care, using the finest 
3M materials. From thorough sanding 
and preparation to fine detail painting 
and finishing, you can trust your boat to 
Svendsen’s and 3M.

FREE

*Free wax & Polish offer and 30% Off Sale ends 1.31.14. May not be combined with offers.

PRODUCT EXTRAVAGAZA!

Save 30% 
on these products  
at Svendsen’s  
Chandlery!
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provide BMWs for shuttles and support at the PCV. Matson, 
Alaska, Sonnen, and Weems & Plath will all be recognized by 
renaming racing divisions, so the boats in the division will 
wear the corporate logos as bow stickers and the fi rms will 
make the trophy presentations.
 Thanks to the ads we’ve run over the last year, primar-
ily in Latitude 38, the Pacifi c Cup is no longer the best-kept 
secret in town. Each of the ads has also been produced as a 
poster, and 200 have been distributed with each new ad to 
yacht clubs, marinas, and marine vendors and suppliers on 
the West Coast and Hawaii. We’ve incorporated QR codes and 
launched a social media program to reach out to the sailing 
community. The results have been outstanding. We have a 
large contingent of boats from the Northwest, a wider range 
of geographic entries, a solid group of the high-performance 
sleds, and an almost-full entry list. But there is still room 
for a few more, so please visit www.pacifi ccup.org for entry www.pacifi ccup.org for entry www.pacifi ccup.org
information.

Steve Chamberlin
Commodore, Pacifi c Cup YC

 Readers — The 2014 Pacifi c Cup is indeed shaping up to be 
one of the biggest and best ever. Check out the entry list. And 
if you've got the urge, sign up before it's too late.

⇑⇓WE TYPICALLY HAD AT LEAST FOUR BOATS IN SIGHT
 I also had to chuckle at the claim “participants in the 
Baja Ha-Ha routinely report never seeing another boat in the 
rally for days on end.” I was aboard Agave Azul for my fi rst Agave Azul for my fi rst Agave Azul
Ha-Ha in November, and I can't recall a moment when we 
didn't see another boat. In fact, most wee-hour VHF traffi c didn't see another boat. In fact, most wee-hour VHF traffi c didn't
centered around Ha-Ha boats communicating to make sure 
they avoided each other in the dark. We typically had at least 
four boats in sight, and obviously many more closer to the 
starts and fi nishes. I’ve read that about the greatest distance 
you can see another sailboat at sea is three miles, so perhaps 
that gives some idea of how close together boats were.

Byron Jacobs
'Ale Kai, Beneteau 393

Sequoia YC

 Readers — In the December 13 'Lectronic, we reported that 
a contributor to a Practical Sailor blog made the following claim: 
"The big problem [with rallies] is the illusion of group security. 
With regular radio contact there is some of that, but participants 
in the Baja Ha-Ha routinely report never seeing another boat 
in the rally for days on end. It's a big ocean, folks, even with 
North America to port the whole way."
 While we agree that, to a certain extent, some people might 
get an exaggerated sense of security from sailing in a group, 
we nonetheless burst out laughing at the ridiculous assertion 
that Ha-Ha boats "routinely" report never seeing another boat 
in the rally for days on end. That would be a little hard, given 
that the legs are usually less than 3½ days, 2½ days, and 
1½ days respectively; that 125 boats are sailing downwind on 
pretty much the same course; and that boats naturally start 
together and converge at the end of each leg. The above letter 
and those that follow are responses to our inquiry of how often 
Ha-Ha boats saw other Ha-Ha boats.
 By the way, having been the Grand Poobah of the Ha-Ha 
for 19 years, we know fi rsthand that there have been numer-
ous instances where there has indeed been greater security in 
numbers. In addition to medical and mechanical emergencies 
being addressed over the years, there have been countless 
examples of fl eet assistance once boats have reached one of 
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85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205, SAUSALITO, CA 94965

 

Sausalito's Finest Marina

www.schoonmakermarina.com

• Full service harbor master's
 offi ce
• Waterfront dining
• Free WiFi access
• Guest facilities with restrooms,
 showers and dressing rooms

• Water sport rentals
• Surveillance and electronic
 controlled gates
• Individual water hook ups
• Garbage and recycling
 disposal

MARINA AMENITIES

415•331•5550
FAX 415•331•8523



The Moorings Yacht Brokerage sells over 200 pre-owned charter yachts from the world’s best 
manufacturers  each  year. A fleet yacht purchase typically includes the same “blue-water” ready 

equipment  used to  safely  sail the boat from the USA, France, or South Africa factory to one of our 
many global bases. You too can take advantage of the same proven value realized by every other satisfied 
buyer worldwide whether you plan to sail locally or internationally. Call or email for more details on our 
select opportunities to own today. 

YACHTEIGNERPROGRAMMYacht Brokerage

Phone: 800-850-4081   |   www.mooringsbrokerage.com

The Moorings Yacht Brokerage has the world’s largest 
selection of pre-owned charter yachts.

Move fast on your purchase of a Beneteau First 40! The Sunsail fleet of First 40s, used during the 
America’s Cup in San Francisco and for team building events, is now available at incredible pricing. 

Most boats have fewer than 25 to 50 days use and fewer than 100 hours on the engines. Experience the 
joy of sailing again on these fast Bruce Farr designs. 

Best Boats       •       Best Equipment       •       Best Locations       •       Best Service 

BENETEAU FIRST 40
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the three stops. Just ask Dr. Electron, rigger Craig Shaw, sail-
maker Chuck Skewes, and several of the doctors and nurses 
in the 2013 Ha-Ha.

⇑⇓ALWAYS IN SIGHT
 I did the 2004 Ha-Ha. If we were out of sight of another 
boat, it would have only been for a short time. I don't think 
we were ever out of sight of another boat in the 2011 Ha-Ha.

Terry Emigh
Harmony, Tayana Vancouver 42

Anacortes, WA

⇑⇓A REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OF SECURITY LIMITS
  We were occasionally alone on my fi rst Ha-Ha two years 
ago, but more often had at least two or three boats in sight. 
And we always felt we had VHF radio communication with a 
neighboring sailor.
 Regarding the idea that cruising rallies give a "false sense of 
security," it was both real and a comforting illusion to know we 
had a safety net of boats and sailors near us, ready to support 
us with medical or mechanical or miscellaneous information. 
The size and depth of the resource was impressive to us fi rst-
timers. However, we were not lulled into over-relying on it, 
and we fully realized that in the case of a storm, a fi re, or a 
sinking, we were solely responsible for our outcome.
 I think what every participant in a group sail needs is 
a  realistic understanding of the nature and limits of group 
security — without ever letting it erode the sole responsibility 
a mariner should feel for his/her vessel and the lives of those 
aboard their boat.

Capt. Howard Edson
Seattle, WA

 Howard — We agree that what counts "is a realistic under-
standing of the nature and limits of group security," not only 
in the case of security that may be afforded by participating in 
a rally, but by the existence of the Coast Guard. We say this 
because, on November 20, a federal appeals court rejected a 
North Carolina widow's lawsuit in which she blamed the Coast 
Guard for failing to save her husband's life. The court ruled that 
the Coast Guard does not have the legal obligation to launch 
life-saving rescues.
 Bad weather had kicked up after Roger and Susan Turner 
left a friend's holiday party in their 20-ft motorboat and, as a 
result of the weather, they were both thrown overboard. Al-
though both were experienced boaters, neither was wearing a 
PFD. Susan Turner survived by clinging to a crab trap. Roger 
Turner drowned. Roger's father reported the couple overdue 
after midnight, but the Coast Guard didn't launch a search 
boat for another eight hours. The Coast Guard cited a number 
of reasons that they didn't launch: all their rescue assets were 
on other missions, the Turners were experienced boaters with 
a well-equipped boat, the Turners were very good swimmers, 
and their four possible destinations were far apart. 
 We might add that if the Coast Guard responded to every 
report of a boat being just eight hours overdue, the agency 
would need to increase its assets and human resources by a 
signifi cant factor.
 While the Coast Guard often has gone to astonishing ends to 
rescue mariners, in one sense we think that it's been counter-
productive because too many mariners — to say nothing of the 
general public — assume that if a mariner gets into trouble, the 
Coast Guard always can and will be able to save them. This is 
an erroneous belief, for there have been times when the Coast 
Guard has known mariners were in distress, but was unable 

Salvaged Sailboats 
and Sailing Equipment 
Auction
property from the former site  property from the former site  
of Nelson’s Marine

Auction:  January 11 at 1pmAuction:  January 11 at 1pmAuction:  January 11 at 1pm
Previews:  January 9 - 11 and Previews:  January 9 - 11 and Previews:  January 9 - 11 and 
by appointment

To be auctioned off by the City of Alameda.To be auctioned off by the City of Alameda.To be auctioned off by the City of Alameda.

Over 20 years of maritime history to be Over 20 years of maritime history to be Over 20 years of maritime history to be 
liquidated by Michaan’s Auctions in Alameda liquidated by Michaan’s Auctions in Alameda liquidated by Michaan’s Auctions in Alameda 
by order of the City of Alameda.  Property by order of the City of Alameda.  Property by order of the City of Alameda.  Property 
from the former Nelson Marine in Alameda.   from the former Nelson Marine in Alameda.   from the former Nelson Marine in Alameda.   
Approximately 50 vessels are on the block Approximately 50 vessels are on the block Approximately 50 vessels are on the block 
including motor yachts ranging in size from including motor yachts ranging in size from including motor yachts ranging in size from 
70’ to 40’, sailboats ranging in size from 20’  70’ to 40’, sailboats ranging in size from 20’  70’ to 40’, sailboats ranging in size from 20’  
to 45’,  and various runabouts.  to 45’,  and various runabouts.  to 45’,  and various runabouts.  

Auction to be held onsite at:Auction to be held onsite at:Auction to be held onsite at:
Nelson Marine Nelson Marine 
1500 Ferry Point1500 Ferry Point
Alameda, CA 94501Alameda, CA 94501

To learn more about this auction, view our To learn more about this auction, view our To learn more about this auction, view our 
online catalog and how to place a bid,  online catalog and how to place a bid,  online catalog and how to place a bid,  
we invite you to visit www.michaans.com  we invite you to visit www.michaans.com  
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LETTERS

to do anything about it. Assuming that the Coast Guard can 
always bail out mariners is perhaps the most common nautical 
'illusion of security'. Only a fool goes to sea assuming s/he can 
depend on anybody else for safety.
 By the way, had the Turners equipped their boat with an 
inexpensive battery-operated Spot Messenger, the Coast Guard 
would have known immediately they were in distress and their 
precise location. We think this would have increased Roger 
Turner's chances of survival by about 99%. An ounce of preven-
tion really is better than a pound of cure. It's lawsuits such as the 
one brought by Susan Turner that get us thinking that maybe a 
Spot Messenger — or EPIRB — ought to be required on all boats 
that go more than a couple of miles from land.

⇑⇓NEVER OUT OF SIGHT OF ANOTHER HA-HA BOAT
 We sometimes wished we didn't see other boats at night 
during the Ha-Ha because it made us a little nervous. But 
no, I don't believe there was ever a time when we weren't in 
sight of another Ha-Ha boat.

Susan Flieder
Compañera, Farr 44

Sausalito

⇑⇓ALONE BUT NOT ALONE
 We defi nitely did not go for "days on end" without seeing not go for "days on end" without seeing not
another boat in this year's Ha-Ha, but we did go a day in 

the middle of the fi rst 
leg to Turtle Bay when 
we didn't see anyone, 
and we had plenty of 
stretches where we'd 
go six or so hours with-
out seeing anybody. 
It seems as though 
we went farther off-
shore than 'the pack', 
but there were other 
Ha-Ha'ers out there, 
too. One of the things 

I enjoyed, after being mostly alone out there, was converging 
with other boats toward the end of each leg.
 By the way, a big thanks to the Grand Poobah, Andy 'Mr. 
Puddle Jump' Turpin, and Doña 'Chief of Security' de Mallorca 
and the rest of the Latitude team for the Ha-Ha. You guys did Latitude team for the Ha-Ha. You guys did Latitude
an awesome job.

David & Elena Esser
Tigress, Prout 50

Alameda

 David and Elena — Thanks for the kind words. We could 
check the daily position reports, but we believe that you were a 
lot less "alone" out there than you think. As Byron Jacobs said 
a few letters earlier, the greatest distance one can see another 
sailboat at sea is only about three or four miles. If you'd checked 
your radar or your AIS, we believe you would have seen more 
than a few other Ha-Ha boats in your immediate  — meaning 
10 miles — area.

⇑⇓OUR RADAR WAS SET AT SIX MILES
 I did the most recent Ha-Ha aboard Harry Hazard's Dis-
tant Drum, and our crew of fi ve routinely saw other vessels 
for almost the duration of the rally. We did have a period of 
time on the second leg where we were quite a bit offshore 
and didn't have any other boats in sight; however, we always 
had other vessels in radar contact, our radar being set at six 
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With upward of 200 boats on the Ha-Ha 
course, it's hard not to see other boats.not to see other boats.not

SAN FRANCISCO MARINA

There is Something For Everyone at Our Prestigious Marina

 

Set your course a full 180 degrees from 
the world of deadlines and commitment, 
into the world-renowned San Francisco 

Marina Small Craft Harbor, host of the 2013 
Americas Cup. Discover a boater’s paradise 
and why so many boaters choose the San 
Francisco Marina Small Craft Harbor as their 
home port of call. From the first-time owner 
to the experienced Captain, there is a wealth 
of mariner knowledge on our state-of-the-art 
floating docks. 

To reserve a transient berth or for information 
regarding available long term berths, please 
contact the Marina Office.

3950 Scott Street | San Francisco, CA 94123
415.831.6322 | www.sfrecpark.org

Stunning 35-acre, 725-slip marina, featuring all floating docks, 
50% new concrete docks

725 berths, accommodating vessels up to 90 feet

Electrical service from 30amp/125 volt to 50amp 125/250 volt

Free water at every berth 

Sanitary pump-out service available, free to all

Shower and restroom facilities, open 24/7

The Marina Office is open daily, monitoring VHF Channel 16 & 68

Automobile parking available near the marina 

Marine fuel station, featuring diesel and gasoline

Beautiful view of the Golden Gate bridge, accessible by our 
signature Bay Trail

Immediate Access to the San Francisco Bay World Class Sailing

Shopping, Restaurants and Nightclubs, all within walk ing 
distance of the marina

World Renowned Marina Green Park and Fitness Center

Two World-class Yacht Clubs



34th America’s Cup... 1, 2
Louis Vuitton Cup... 1, 2, 3 
Melges 32 Worlds… 
1, 2*, 3*, 4, 5, 6*, 7, 8*, 9...
Duwamish Head South Sound
PHRF 1... 1, 2, 3
PHRF 2... 1, 2, 3
PHRF 3… 1, 2, 3
PHRF 5… 1, 2
PHRF 6… 2, 3
PHRF 7… 1, 3
PHRF 8… 1st
PHRF 9… 1, 2, 3
Cruising… 1st
Int. 8 Metre Worlds
Overall… 1st
Sira Cup… 1st
Neptune Class… 1st
AHYC BlueWater 
Non-Spin… 1st
PHRF 1… 2, 3 
American YC Spring Series
IRC Div 1... 2, 3
IRC Div 2... 1st
Swan 42… 1, 2*
PHRF 1… 1st*
American YC Fall Series
IRC A… 1st
IRC B… 2nd
Swan 42… 1, 2, 3*
PHRF Div A… 1*, 3
Classic… 1, 3
J/109… 2, 3
Annapolis Big Boat Regatta
HPR… 1, 3
IRC… 1, 2, 3
Annapolis NOOD
J/35… 1, 2
Annapolis-Newport Race
IRC 1… 1, 2, 3
IRC 2… 1, 2
PHRF 1… 1, 3
Antigua Classic Reg… 1st 
Around Long Island Regatta
PHRF 4… 1st
PHRF 6… 1st
PHRF 9… 1, 3
Annapolis YC Fall Series 
J/35… 1, 3
PHRF A0… 1st
PHRF A1… 1, 2
J/105… 1, 2
J/30… 1, 2
Bayview Mackinac
Turbo… 1, 2
Cruising A… 1st
GL70… 2, 3
J/120… 1st 
Division 1 Overall… 1st
Division 2 Overall… 1, 2
Division 3 Overall… 1st
Bayview One-Design
PHRF 1… 1, 2
Cal 25… 2
Etchells… 1, 3
Melges 24… 1st
C&C 35… 1, 2
Beneteau Cup
Fleet 1… 1, 2
Fleet 2… 1st
Beneteau Great Lakes 
Championship Toronto
Beneteau 10r… 1st
Beneteau 36.7… 1, 2, 3
Black Rock YC Park City
Div A… 1, 2, 3
Div B… 2, 3
Div C… 1st
IRC 2… 2, 3
PHRF 1… 1, 2
Block Island Race
J/109… 1*, 2*, 3

1-800-SAIL-123
www.northsails.com

Our customers come first. 

www.northsails.com

The results above represent a fraction of the success enjoyed by North Sails customers in 
2013. It is testimony to the consistent, usable, repeatable performance that superior North 
design and sailmaking technology delivers. In appreciation, we are offering a FREE North 
Regatta Cap to every North customer who finished 1st, 2nd or 3rd in a North American 

regatta in 2013. To register for your cap, log onto www.northsails.com, then complete the 
online registration form.  One cap per customer. Offer expires April 1, 2014.

IRC 2… 1*, 3*
IRC 3… 1, 2, 3
IRC 4… 1, 2, 3
IRC 5… 1, 2
PHRF 1… 1st
Block Island Race Week
Swan 42… 1, 2, 3
HPR… 2, 3
IRC 2… 1, 2 
Swan 42… 1, 2, 3
J/109… 2, 3
Double Handed… 1st
Branford YC Annual Regatta
Division 2… 1, 2, 3
Division 3… 2, 3
Division 4… 1st
Division 5… 1, 3
Division 6… 1st
Frers 33… 2, 3
Breakwater YC May Cup
Division 1… 1, 2
Breakwater YC Sag Harbor Cup
Division 3… 1st
Breakwater YC Summer Series
Division 1… 1, 2, 3
BYC Kick Off Regatta
Division A… 1, 2, 3
Cal 25 Nationals… 1, 2, 3
Cal Cup
Farr 40… 1st
Sleds… 1st
CBYRA Race Week
Farr 30… 1, 2
J/105… 2, 3 
PHRF A2… 1, 3 
Cal 25… 2, 3
J/30… 2, 3
Cedar Point One Design
J/105… 1st 
J/109… 1st 
Soverel 33… 2, 3
J/70… 1, 3 
CG Foundation Race
PHRF A2… 1st 
Chicago NOOD
Beneteau 40.7… 1, 2, 3
J/111… 1st 
PHRF 1… 2, 3 
PHRF 2… 1st
PHRF 3… 1, 2 
Chicago Race to Mackinac
Beneteau 40.7… 1st
Cruise 1… 2nd
Cruise 2… 1, 2
J/111… 1, 2
Level 35… 1st
Multi Hull… 1st
Section 3… 1, 3
Section 6… 1st 
Chicago Verve Inshore
Etchells… 1, 3 
J/70… 1, 2, 3 
Shields… 1st 
Chicago Verve Offshore
J/111… 1, 2 
ORR3… 1, 2
Club Swan 42 Nationals… 1st
CRA Beer Can Series 
Class C… 1, 2
Class G… 1st
Class J… 1st
CYC Malibu Zig Zag
PHRF A… 1st
CYC Summer Series
Merit 25… 1, 2
PHRF A1… 1, 2 
PHRF A… 1st
PHRF B… 1, 2, 3 
PHRF C… 1, 2 
J/24… 1, 2, 3 
Cal 20… 1, 2, 3 
Catalina 30… 1st
PHRF A… 1st 

CYC Sunset Series
PHRF A… 1st
PHRF D… 1st
CYC Winkle Cup
Jam… 1, 3
Dennis Conner Around 
the Coronado Islands
PHRF 1… 1, 2
PHRF 2… 1, 2, 3
Multi-Hull 8… 1, 2
DIYC Classic
Spinnaker… 2, 3
DIYC Fall Series
Division A… 1, 2, 3
Division B… 2, 3
DIYC Labor Day Race
Spinnaker… 1, 2, 3
DIYC Summer Series
Division A… 1, 2, 3
Division B… 1, 3
Dubois Cup 
Superyacht… 1st
Eastern CT Season Overall… 
1, 2, 3
Essex YC Rum Challenge
Class 1… 1, 3
Farr 30 Canadians… 1, 3
Farr 40 East Coast… 1, 2
Farr 40 NAs… 2, 3
Farr 40 Worlds… 1, 2
Fishers Island YC Round 
the Island Race
Romeo Class… 1, 2
Flip Flop Regatta
Class A… 1, 2, 3
Gerry Browne Regatta
Class 2A… 1, 3 
Class 5… 1st 
GL-70 Season Champs… 1st
Greenport Ocean Race
PHRF 1… 2, 3 
Corinthian 3… 1st
Harbor Springs Ugotta
Alerion 28… 1st
J/105… 2nd
Non-Spin… 1, 2
PHRF 1… 1, 2 
PHRF 2… 1, 3 
PHRF 3… 1st
PHRF 4… 1, 3
Hawaii Kalakaua Cup
PHRF… 1st
Hawaii Lipton Cup
PHRF… 1st
HOOK Race
Section 1… 1, 2, 3
Section 2… 1, 2 
Housatonic BC Invitational
Class A… 2, 3
Class C… 1st
IRC/PHRF Fall Classic
IRC 1… 1, 2
Islands Race
Overall… 1st
PHRF 1… 1st
PHRF 3… 1, 2
ORR… 1, 2, 3 
Sleds… 1, 2, 3 
J Fest
J/120 Fleet…1st
J/109 Class 4… 1st
Key West Race Week
Swan 42… 1, 2, 3
HPR… 1, 2, 3 
IRC Sub-Class… 1, 2, 3
Farr 400… 1st 
Keyport Yacht Club
Season Overall… 1st
KHYC Race Weekend
PHRF B… 1st
Lake Ontario 300
ICR 1… 1, 2
IRC 2… 1, 2, 3 
IRC 3… 1st 
Solo… 1st
Double Handed… 1, 2, 3

Larchmont YC EDLU Race
PHRF 1… 1, 3 
PHRF 2… 1st
Leukemia Cup Chicago
Spin 1… 1, 2
Spin 3… 1, 2
T-10… 1st
Cruise Spin… 1, 2 
Jam 2… 2nd 
Classic… 2nd
12 Meter… 1st 
Levels Regatta 40th
Beneteau 40.7… 1st
J/111… 2nd
X-35… 1st
8 Metre… 1st
Beneteau 36.7… 1st
J/109… 1st
LHYC Fall Series
Jam… 1st 
Spin… 1, 2 
LHYC Katrina Cup
Jam… 1, 3 
LHYC Sunset Series
Spin 1… 2, 3 
Long Beach Race Week
Viper… 1st
PHRF 1… 1st
PHRF 2… 1st
PHRF 4… 1st 
Random Leg 1… 1, 2
Farr 40… 1st 
J/109… 1st 
J/105… 2nd
J/70… 1st
Marblehead Halifax Race
IRC 1… 1, 2, 3 
IRC 2… 2nd 
IRC 3… 1st 
PHRF 1… 1st
PHRF 2… 1st 
PHRF 4… 1st 
Marblehead NOOD
J/105… 1, 3 
Viper 640… 1st 
Marstrom 32 Newport 
Regatta… 1, 2, 3
Masons Island Regatta
Class 7… 1, 2, 3
Miami Winter Regatta
Farr 40… 1, 2, 3
Miles River Race
Cal 25… 2, 3
PHRF B… 1st 
Milford YC Last Chance
Class A… 1, 2 
Class B… 1st
Moth Worlds… 1st
NASS Oxford Race
PHRF C… 1st 
Newport to Ensenada
J/120… 1st
PHRF B… 1st 
Newport Trophy 
12 Meter… 1st 
NHYC Cabo Race
Multihull… 1st 
ORR 1… 1, 2 
ORR 2… 1st 
PHRF… 1, 3 
12 Meter NAs… 1st
NYAC Stratford Shoal
IRC 1… 1st
NYYC Annual Regatta
12 Meter… 1st
CRF… 1, 2 
IRC… 1, 2, 3
IRC 2… 1, 3 
Swan 42… 2, 3
J/111… 1, 2 
J/80… 1st 
J/70… 1, 3
Etchells… 1st 
NYYC Around the Islands
Swan 601… 1st 

Off Soundings Spring
C-3… 1st 
NS-1… 1st
H-3… 1, 3 
Off Soundings Fall
C-2… 1st
H-1… 1st
NS-1… 1, 2, 3
C-1… 1st
Oregon Offshore
Overall… 1, 3
PHRF B… 1st
PHRF C… 2, 3
PHRF D… 2nd
Cruising Class… 1st
Oyster Bay Fall Classic 
Series… 1st
Pacific Cup Deep Water
PHRF A… 1st
Panerai Cup
Class A… 1st
Pequot YC Falkner Is. Race
Div 1… 1st
PHRF New Englands
Class 1… 1, 2, 3
Class 2… 2, 3
Class 3… 1st
Class 5… 1st
Class 6… 1st
Class CR1… 2nd
J/105… 2nd
Pine Orchard Invitational
Class 1… 1, 3 
Poor Memorial Race
Spin 2… 1st 
Non-Spin 1… 2, 3
PYC Spring Regatta
Class 1… 1, 2, 3
Class 2… 1, 3 
Class 3… 1st
Class 4… 1, 2, 3
Queens Cup
1st overall, 1st to finish
America Trophy… 1st 
Overall… 1st
Section 1… 1, 2, 3
Section 2… 1, 3
Section 3… 1, 3
Section 6… 1st 
Section 7… 1, 2, 3
Section 9… 1, 2
Race to Solomons
J/105… 1, 2 
PHRF 1… 1, 2 
PHRF 2… 1st
PHRF N… 1st 
Riverside YC Stratford Shoal
PHRF 1… 1, 2 
PHRF DH… 2, 3 
PHRF Spin… 1, 3
PHRF Non-Spin… 1st
Rolex Swan Cup BVI
Overall… 1st 
Swan 601… 1st 
RVYC Fleet Championships
Farr 30… 1, 2, 3
Dragon… 1, 2, 3
Star… 1, 2 
RYC Commodore Cup
Non-Spin… 1st
San Diego NOOD
Beneteau 36.7… 2, 3
J/105… 2, 3 
Santa Barbara-King Harbor
PHRF A… 1st 
SCYA Midwinters
J/120… 1st 
J/105… 2nd 
Beneteau 36.7… 1, 2, 3
SD to Ensenada Int. Race
PHRF 1… 1st 

Seattle NOOD
Int. 6 Meter… 1, 2, 3
J/105… 2, 3 
J/80… 1, 3 
Mini 12… 1, 2, 3
San Juan 24… 1, 2, 3
Thunderbird… 1, 2
Star… 1, 2 
Setauket YC Harbor Cup
Spinnaker… 2, 3
Southern Straights
Div 1 Long Course… 1, 2, 3
Div 2 Long Course… 1, 3
Div 3 Medium Course… 2, 3
Div 4 Medium Course… 1, 3
Div 6 Short Course… 1, 3
Div 7 Short Course… 2nd
SPYC Fall Bay Race
Spinnaker… 1, 2
Stamford Vineyard Race
PHRF 2… 1st
IRC 2… 1*, 2*, 3
IRC 6… 1, 2
PHRF 7… 1, 2, 3
Swan 42 Nationals… 1, 2
Swiftsure Cape Flattery
Light Class… 1st
Swiftshure Int. Yacht Race
Div 2 Short Course… 1st
SWYC Cabrillo Ocean Series
PHRF 1… 1, 3
PHRF 3… 1st
J/120… 1, 2
SYSCO Spring
A Fleet… 1, 2, 3
B Fleet… 1, 3
Merit 25… 2, 3
E Fleet… 1, 2
J/24… 1, 2, 3
Cal 20… 1, 2 
Cruising B… 1, 2
SYSCO Summer
#1-A Fleet… 1, 2
#1-1 Fleet… 1st
#2-B Fleet… 1, 3
E Fleet… 1, 2 
J/24… 1, 2, 3 
Cal 20… 1, 2, 3 
Cruising C Fleet… 1st
Tiedemann Regatta
Spirit of Tradition… 1st
Transpac
Overall... 1st
Division 1… 2nd 
Division 2… 2nd
Division 3… 1st 
Division 8… 1st 
Van Isle 360
Big Boat… 1, 2 
Division 1… 1, 2, 3
Division 2… 1, 2, 3
Division 3… 1, 3
VARC One-Design Series
Farr 30… 1, 2, 3
Martin 242… 1st
Voile de St. Barths
Classic… 1, 2 
Whitebread 20
Overall Spin… 1st
Overall Non-Spin… 1st
1A… 2, 3
1B… 2nd
1C… 1st
4B… 2, 3
Yachting Cup 
PHRF A… 1, 3
A Scow ILYA Champs... 1st
C Scow ILYA Champs... 1st 
C Scow WYA Champs... 1st 
C Scow Springfield... 1st 
Daysailer Nationals... 1st
E Scow Nationals... 1st
E Scow Blue Chip... 1st 
E Scow ILYA... 1st

Etchells Worlds... 1st
Etchells NAs... 1st
Etchells Europeans... 1st 
Etchells Nationals... 1st
Finn Princess Sofia... 1st
Finn Miami OCR... 1st
5.5 Meter Worlds... 1st
Flying Scot NAs... 1st
Flying Scot Jr. NAs... 1st 
Flying Scot Wife-Husband... 1st
420 Worlds-Men... 1st
420 Worlds-Women... 1st
470 Miami OCR... 1st
Interclub Nationals... 1st
Interlake Sandusky Regatta... 1st 
J/22 Worlds... 1st 
J/22 NOOD Annapolis... 1st
J/22 Charleston RW... 1s t
J/24 Worlds... 1st 
J/24 Europeans... 1st
J/24 North Americans... 1st  
J/24 US Nationals... 1st
J/24 NOOD Seattle... 1st
J/24 NOOD Annapolis... 1st*
J/24 Midwinters... 1st
J/24 NOOD St. Pete... 1st
J/70 North Americans... 1st
J/70 Rolex Big Boat Series... 1st 
J/70 West Coast Champs... 1st 
J/70 NOOD Marblehead... 1st 
J/70 Long Beach Race Week... 1st
J/70 Cedar Point OD Regatta... 1st
J/70 NOOD Annapolis... 1st
J/70 Charleston RW... 1st
J/70 Miami Bacardi Cup... 1st
J/70 NOOD St. Pete... 1st
J/80 NOOD Seattle... 1st
J/80 NOOD Annapolis... 1st 
J/80 NOOS St. Pete... 1st
J/80 Key West Race Week... 1st
Lightning NAs... 1st 
Lightning Worlds... 1st 
Lightning Canadian Open... 1st 
MC Scow ILYA Champs... 1st 
MC Scow Nationals... 1st 
MC Scow Interlake Champs... 1st 
MC Scow Midwinters... 1st
Melges 17 Nationals... 1st
Melges 20 Nationals... 1st 
Melges 20 NAs… 1st 
Melges 24 Worlds... 1st 
Melges 24 Europeans... 1st 
Melges 24 Pacific Coasts... 1st 
Melges 24 Miami Bacardi Cup... 1st
Moth Nationals... 1st
Optimist USODA Nationals... 1st 
Optimist Great Lakes Champs... 1st
Santana 20 Nationals... 1st 
Santana 20 Western Region... 1st
Snipe PCCs... 1st
Snipe District 5 Champs... 1st 
Snipe Las Vegas Regatta... 1st
Soling NOOD Annapolis... 1st
Sonar LIS Championship... 1st 
Sonar NOOD St. Pete... 1st
Star Worlds... 1st 
Star North Americans... 1st
Star NOOD Seattle... 1st
Thistle Nationals... 1st
Thistle Nationals Junior... 1st
Thistle Nationals Womens... 1st 
Viper North Americans... 1st
Viper Pacific Coast... 1st 
Viper Atlantic Coast... 1st
Viper Long Beach RW... 1st 

Above: Fleet start at the 2013 Melges 32 Worlds in Porto Rotondo, Italy. North-equipped teams finished 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15...  Joy Dunigan photo

For more results visit
northsails.com
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miles. I had a wonderful time on the Ha-Ha, and hope to do 
another — whether there will be other boats in sight or not.

Katie Wohlstattar
Santa Cruz

⇑⇓BOAT WAAAAY OFF IN THE DISTANCE
 We participated in the 2008 Ha-Ha and rarely saw other 
boats other than at the beginning and end of each leg. It's true 
we had a few sightings of other boats, but they were waaaay 
off in the distance, so we were pretty much alone. Maybe it's 
because we weren't with the fast boats in the front of the pack.
 Still, the Ha-Ha was great, and one of my favorite boat 
sightings was just north of Turtle Bay when we were motoring 
because there was zero wind and the ocean was like glass. We 
saw a catamaran, I think it was Crystal Blue Persuasion, off 
in the distance. When we eventually passed them, they were 
just enjoying the day and BBQ-ing lunch.

Sandy (Smith) Edmonson
Faith, Morgan 41

Portland, OR

 Sandy — Not to be repetitious, but any boat you can see is 
anything but "waaay off in the distance," as you can only see 
boats three or four miles away. If there is any kind of swell 
running, it can be a lot less than that. We know this sounds 
wrong, but give it a test the next time you're on the water.

⇑⇓A LOT OF RUNNING LIGHTS AT NIGHT
 Our Express 37 Mudshark did the 1998 and 2002 Ha-Ha's. Mudshark did the 1998 and 2002 Ha-Ha's. Mudshark
There were times during the day when we didn't see another 
boat, but it was a couple of hours at the most. I remember 
seeing a lot of running lights at night, and can't remember 
when we didn't see a light somewhere on the horizon.

Dave Fullerton
Mudshark, Express 37

San Francisco

 Readers — For what it's worth, most small-boat (under 20 
meters) navigation lights are rated for two nautical miles.

⇑⇓WHEN I WAS JUST A LITTLE BOY
 I'm writing in response to Keith Fullenwider's December 
letter about the schooner Ramona. His memory serves him 

well, for the beauti-
ful 109-ft gaff rigged 
Herreshoff schooner 
indeed used to ride 
on a mooring buoy off 
downtown Sausalito 
in the 1950s. I'm not 
exactly sure when she 
arrived in Sausalito, 
but I know that she 
was there several 
years prior to 1955. 
I also know that she 
sailed south in May 

1955 to prepare for the start of that year's TransPac Race to 
Hawaii.

Ramona was owned by William [Bill] A. Pomeroy of the Ramona was owned by William [Bill] A. Pomeroy of the Ramona
Pomeroy Construction Company. His boat's mooring buoy was 
located directly off the old Sausalito Fish Packing plant, which 
many years ago was turned into the Trident restaurant. Bill 
and his wife Peggy lived on San Carlos Avenue in Sausalito, 
just above the packing plant. Their home gave them a bird's-
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'Ramona' was buzzed by a Pan Am plane 
during the 1955 TransPac.

The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.comsales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.comwww.ab-marine.com

info@varipropusa.com
www.varipropusa.com

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

• Near zero sailing drag
• Powerful thrust in head seas
• Incredible control in reverse
• External and separate pitch 
   adjustment for forward and 
   reverse
• Greatly reduced “propwalk”

Variprop is the finest automatically 
feathering propeller available in the world today

• Soft Stop™ MulitDisc Brake 
  to minimize impact when
  reversing blades
• 2, 3, and 4 blade models 
  and Saildrive
• Simple, easy, one piece   
   installation—no shaft 
   modifications required

401-847-7960
sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

The new Navi Light 360° is a cost-ef-
fective, super bright LED light that is 
visible in darkness from up to 5nm. Its 
high burn time, small size, waterproof 
qualities and ability to fl oat make it a 
convenient and cost-effective addi-
tion to any cruiser’s arsenal!

Navisafe Navi Light 360°
Dinghy & Emergency Lighting from Navisafe

     U
SCG

   APPROVED

  2NM LIGHTS



http://www.seattleboatshow.com
http://www.seattleboatshow.com


LETTERS

Page 28  •  Latitude 38  •  January, 2014

eye view of their schooner.
Ramona was the scratch boat in the 1955 TransPac, and Ramona was the scratch boat in the 1955 TransPac, and Ramona

set a new TransPac record by covering 306 miles in 24 hours. 
But she only did moderately well on corrected time.
 The schooner remained in Hawaii after the race. In the 
spring of 1956, Pomeroy asked William [Bill] Dennick, part 
of the 1955 race crew, if he would bring Ramona back to San Ramona back to San Ramona
Francisco. The schooner left Honolulu early one morning in 
late July, heading north, which is clockwise, around Oahu. 
About seven hours later, while under full sail, the crew heard 
an ugly noise. It was the mainsail, which ripped parallel to 
the main boom near the clew. The rip was too large to repair 
at sea, and since it wasn't going to hold up across the Pacifi c, 
Ramona had to return to Honolulu.Ramona had to return to Honolulu.Ramona
 Phone calls were made, a second main was located in San 
Francisco, and it was decided to have the sail sent to Hawaii 
as quickly as possible. But this was 1956, so there was no 
DHL or FedEx, and the sail was too large to fi t into the cargo 
compartment of a DC-6. So, believe it or not, Pan American 
Airlines agreed to remove some seats from the passenger 
compartment of a plane so the sail could go as cabin cargo.
 Once the huge sail got to Ramona in Hawaii, it took several Ramona in Hawaii, it took several Ramona
crewmen a day to remove the torn old heavy canvas sail from 
the mast hoops and boom lashings. Two more long days of 
hard work were needed to bend the replacement sail back 
onto the spars. The days of delay looked as if they might 
cause scheduling problems for much of the crew, who had 
to get back to work. So the decision was made to carry an 
additional load of diesel in 55-gallon drums as deck cargo. 
That meant if Ramona ran into light air, she could motor to Ramona ran into light air, she could motor to Ramona
keep pace.
 Once again Ramona left Honolulu, and 12 days and 20 Ramona left Honolulu, and 12 days and 20 Ramona

hours later she passed beneath the 
Golden Gate Bridge. Pomeroy had 
chartered a small fishing boat and 
met the schooner off Mile Rock. He 
stepped aboard, handed a copy of 
the daily newspaper to Capt. Den-
nick, and took the helm of his boat 
just before passing under the Bridge. 
Pomeroy brought his boat up to her 
Sausalito mooring, and Ramona was Ramona was Ramona
home. I know the story well, because 
I was 11 years old at the time, and 
the youngest member of the Ramona
crew.
 It was always an awesome expe-
rience to be on that magnificent 
schooner, no matter if I was on deck 

under sail or passing the time belowdecks. I'll never forget it. 
Ramona had a beautiful built-in fi replace, but we never did Ramona had a beautiful built-in fi replace, but we never did Ramona
use it.
 If I remember correctly, Ramona was sold about a year Ramona was sold about a year Ramona
or two later and left San Francisco. I never saw verifi cation 
in writing, but I heard that she later ran up on a reef in the 
Caribbean and was lost.
 P.S. I have included a copy of the July 19, 1956 Honolulu 
Advertiser story about Advertiser story about Advertiser Ramona's second departure from Ha-Ramona's second departure from Ha-Ramona's
waii. Also included is a photo of Ramona taken from a Pan Ramona taken from a Pan Ramona
Am DC-6 during the 1955 TransPac. DC-6's fl ew at rather 
low altitudes, so if the locations of some TransPac boats 
were known, the planes would actually fl y low enough for 
passengers to get a look.

Dave Dennick
Brentwood
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After repairs, 'Ramona's 
departure was big news.
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 Dave — Thank you for your great report. 
 We knew that Pan Am planes used fl y over some Trans-
Pac boats because the airline used to advertise the fact in 
Sea magazine. They weren't so nice years later. One time we Sea magazine. They weren't so nice years later. One time we Sea
showed up fi rst in line at San Francisco for a Pan Am fl ight 
to the Caribbean with 29 boxes of boat gear to refi t Big O. 
The ticket agent had a hissy fi t, and told us Pan Am wasn't a 
cargo carrier and there was no way he would put our boxes 
on the plane. Fortunately, we'd already paid $25 a box and 
permission had been noted on his computer. Take that!
  A couple of years ago we were fl ying from San Francisco 
to Los Angeles on Southwest and, as we were boarding, we 
asked the pilot if he wouldn't mind fl ying low over the Cojo 
anchorage so we could have a nice view of Profl igate on the 
hook. He looked at us as if we were crazy. So it wasn't just 
Pan Am — all airline customer service seems to have gone to 
hell.

⇑⇓RAMONA WAS LOST OFF BERMUDARAMONA WAS LOST OFF BERMUDARAMONA
 Keith Fullenwider asked if anyone knew what had happened 
to the schooner Ramona that was anchored off Sausalito in Ramona that was anchored off Sausalito in Ramona
the mid-'50s. She was a beautiful 109-ft Nathaniel Herreshoff 
gaff-rigged steel schooner, complete with fi replace. She was a 
near-sistership to the schooner Mariette, which Belvedere's 
Tom Perkins owned for many years before building the 289-ft 
Maltese Falcon. In December of 1967, Ramona, then under 
Canadian ownership, hit a reef off Bermuda and sank. Five 
lives were lost. Ramona ultimately was raised, but she was Ramona ultimately was raised, but she was Ramona
too far gone, and was ultimately scrapped. Mariette remains Mariette remains Mariette
the fi nest example of this class of schooner, and is a stirring 
sight under sail.

Skip Allan
Capitola

 Readers — From time to time sailors ask us if we know what 
happened to Skip Allan, one of Northern California's most ac-
complished racers and cruisers. We recently bumped into him 
at the Puerto Vallarta airport, where he reported he'd been run-
ning a small hotel or B&B in Yelapa for three weeks. He's not 
quite as nimble as he was when he did the fi rst Singlehanded 
TransPac in the late 1970s with his Wylie 28 Wildfl ower, but 
still looks pretty good.

⇑⇓MORE ON OLD SCHOONERS
 I am trying to reach Jeannine Seely, who wrote Latitude 
asking if anybody knew what to become of her family's 74-ft 
schooner Rainbow. The family sold the yacht sometime in the 
1950s and it was my family that purchased Rainbow. I have 
lots of information about her that I'd love to share. It's very 
exciting!
 I was maybe 12 years old when my family — actually my 
father, William Barnett Spivak, who had a law practice in 
Beverly Hills — sold our fi rst Elysian and bought Elysian and bought Elysian Rainbow, 
which he rechristened Elysian. Now that my parents and my 
older brother have passed on, I have inherited many items 
from Rainbow that still cover the walls of our home in Ca-
marillo: photographs, the clock and barometer, and many 
other reminders of the schooner.

Stewart Spivak
Camarillo

stewart.spivak@gmail.com

 Stewart — We no longer have Jeannine Seely's address, 
and only know that she lived in Redding in 1997 — which is 
when she wrote the letter to us. We're curious how it is that 
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you're responding to that letter 17 years later.

⇑⇓A PORTION OF RESPONSIBILITY
 I saw the December issue Sightings about the Washington Sightings about the Washington Sightings
State Ferry hitting the 25-ft Fisher pilothouse Tasya in the Tasya in the Tasya
San Juan Islands. Some of the local media reported that the 
lone man on the sailboat had gone below "to listen to music," 
apparently leaving the boat on autopilot. If that's true, he 
bears a fair portion of blame for the incident.
 I've sailed in the San Juans, most recently in August/
September of last year, and we always keep a sharp lookout 
for ferries. They try hard to meet the published schedules, 
and they are much faster than most of the boat traffi c in 
the San Juans. And, as they are commercial traffi c, they 
generally have right-of-way over recreational craft. And there 
are a lot of boats besides ferries to watch out for in the San 
Juans during the summer. So leaving the helm to go below 
to listen to music in that area at that time of year boggles 
my mind.
 Local media also reported that it had been foggy, which 
is not unusual in the islands in September, but the fog had 
lifted to give visibility of, depending on which report you read, 
one mile to unlimited. While it does not excuse the mate of 
the ferry for a lack of "situational awareness," it might explain 
why she buried her face in the radar.
 I listened to some of the Coast Guard hearings on the 
grounding of the Exxon Valdez. The mate on watch also was 
buried in the radar, looking for ice that had calved from one 
of the glaciers that empties into Prince William Sound. The 
mate ignored reports from the lookout that he was seeing a 
fl ashing light ahead, apparently because he was trying to plot 
a course through the ice. As an experienced watchstander 
on NOAA ships, I've observed the same thing with people 
who are new to the bridge. But one would think that anyone 
who has a mate's license would have suffi cient experience 
not to rely on radar alone — and to listen to reports from 
lookouts and the helm.
 It would be great if Latitude could publish some of the Latitude could publish some of the Latitude
Coast Guard's fi ndings about the ferry incident, once they 
are issued. Keep up the great work.

Cheryl Laufl e
Seattle, WA

 Cheryl — If the singlehander on the boat that was hit by 
the ferry had indeed gone below to "listen to music," he would 
bear some responsibility for the collision — assuming that he 
could have done anything to avoid being hit by the much faster 
2,000-passenger ferry. But his actions or inactions were not 
cited by the state's investigating board as a cause of the col-
lision. Similarly, the board didn't mention a lack of visibility's 
being a cause. If there had been restricted visibility, surely it 
would have been noted.
 What we found most disturbing was that, after the initial 
blunder of not realizing she was about to hit the sailboat 
with the ferry in her command, the captain gave some sort of 
incomprehensible order, and the mate responded by turning 
the wrong rudder, apparently unable to distinguish port from 
starboard. We think a clown show like that represents gross 
incompetence on the parts of both the captain and the mate, 
and they both ought to be canned.
 Of course, maybe we're just hard-asses, as we think the 
fi refi ghters at the San Francisco Airport, who assumed from 
a distance of 10 feet that the still-alive 16-year-old Ye Meng 
Yuan was dead, and who failed to report her presence to their 
supervisor, ought to be canned, too. If we taxpayers pay public 
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employees great salaries and benefi ts commensurate with 
their supposedly great responsibilities, we think they should 
be held accountable. Alas, that almost never happens. It will 
be interesting to see how this plays out.

⇑⇓RIDING WITH THE WIND
 I just realized that this is the 10th anniversary of 'our' Ca-
ribbean cruise. As the Wanderer probably remembers, he and 
I were drinking coffee in the mall next to Paradise Marina in 
Nuevo Vallarta after yet another Banderas Bay Regatta, think-
ing maybe we should do something a little different. I can't 
remember who suggested it, but we agreed that we'd meet with 
our boats the following Christmas at St. Barth, despite the 
fact it was about 3,000 miles away. Vows to meet cruisers in 
distant places usually don't mean much, but come Christmas 
of 2004, both Profl igate and my Perry 52 catamaran Profl igate and my Perry 52 catamaran Profl igate Little Wing 
were anchored off that island in the French West Indies.
 Times change, and as of last year, I have a new catamaran. 
The impetus for my getting a new one was an early-December 
2011 passage that we made from my old home of Cartagena, 
Colombia, to my new home in Miami. The weather forecasts 
indicated that a route through the Windward Passage, which 
is between eastern Cuba and Haiti, was our best option. 
Unfortunately, the weather window closed a half-day before 
we came abeam of Haiti, and we had 40 knots of wind on 
the nose. That reduced my interest in passagemaking for a 
while, so I sold Little Wing in Lauderdale last December. It was Little Wing in Lauderdale last December. It was Little Wing
diffi cult to sell something that had been such a big part of a 
13-year lifestyle, but I was tired of fi xing systems. We decided 
to downsize, looking for a simple boat that was just plain fun 
to sail and didn't take too much effort to get off the dock.
 The best bang for the buck I could fi nd was the Melvin 

& Morrelli-designed 
Reynolds 33 catama-
ran. That design has 
a 53-ft mast and 14-
ft beam, and weighs 
nothing — meaning 
that it would require 
one's undivided atten-
tion when sailing in a 
breeze. Wanting some-
thing with a touch less 
excitement, I contacted 
naval architect Bob 
Smith about increasing 

the beam of the Reynolds 33. He suggested an additional four 
feet of beam per decade of age. After measuring the launch 
ramp at the Miami YC, we realized that it would take a major 
modifi cation to increase the width of the ramp to 28 feet. We 
eventually decided we'd increase my new cat's beam to 18 feet. 
Increasing the beam by four feet required new crossbeams 
and a new tramp, but was relatively easy. The new cushions 
are fantastic, as they allow me and a few friends to sail at 
double-digit speeds with the comfort of sitting on a sofa. It's 
perfect for somebody with back problems.
 Our fi rst adventure was to trailer the boat to the Finger Lakes 
in upstate New York. Finding the four bunks a little confi ning, 
we recently purchased a pop-up tent and queen-sized mattress 
for the tramp, which we'll use next season when cruising in 
the Bahamas. It's only 41 miles to Bimini from Florida.
 Mark Sciaretta of San Diego — and Portland and the Lagoon 
410 Younger Girl, and who was also with us at Christmas in 
St. Barth 10 years ago — is the one who forced me into mak-
ing the fi nal decision to purchase and modify the Reynolds. 
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After he advised me that the high-performance cat was too 
much of a boat for an old guy like me, I remembered a line in 
Latitude's 'Wisdom' section that said one shouldn't show up Latitude's 'Wisdom' section that said one shouldn't show up Latitude's
at the grave with a perfectly preserved body.
 If readers go to youtu.be/R9EHHSTYbjQ, they can see a 
clip of my new cat doing 18 knots in less than 12 knots of 
breeze. You can also see the accompanying photo to fi nd out 
what happens to a daggerboard after two of my crew with 
local knowledge have a disagreement over the exact location 

of a sandbar. I need one 
of those America's Cup 
chartplotters mounted 
on my arm.
As I look back over the 
years, I have a lot of 
fond memories of doing 
Ha-Ha's, and of the fun 
wagers we had on rac-
es. Now that I'm armed 
with a new 'gun' that 
has 1/10th the weight 
and 1/3 the sail area 
of Little Wing — and is Little Wing — and is Little Wing

1/10th as comfortable — we'll be looking for you and Profl igate
in the Atlantic. On the other hand, we could put my new cat in 
a container and ship her to wherever you are. More seriously, 
I want to thank the Wanderer for beginning our adventure 
of a lifetime, with the Ha-Ha's and other outstanding sailing 
events he organized, as well as the vow to meet in St. Barth.
 For all our many friends in the Pacifi c, I'd like to report that 
our son Brandon, now fi ve, is enrolled in elementary school 
in Miami, where we recently bought a home. Life is good.

John Haste
Little Wing, Reynolds 33 cat
ex-Little Wing, Perry 52 cat

Miami

 John — Thanks for the very kind words and update. The 
funny thing is, we doubt that your new high-performance day 
cat will ever match the top speed of your cruising cat Little 
Wing. After all, we remember the photo you sent of Little 
Wing's speedo reading 29+ knots during a blast of wind near 
Cartagena. We can't recall any other cruising cats hitting such 
a speed.

⇑⇓A BLOOPER BY ANY OTHER NAME
 Last summer my boyfriend and I raced aboard the Choate 
48 Amante out of Newport Beach, and they fl ew a sail that I Amante out of Newport Beach, and they fl ew a sail that I Amante
wasn't familiar with. It was a large, curved sail that was fl own 
on the opposite side of the spinnaker on downwind legs. I was 
told it's called a blooper, and apparently it was a standard 
downwind sail on IOR (International Offshore Rule) boats for 
many years.
 My boyfriend thinks he may have invented the sail during 
the 1965 TransPac when he was a sailing board the 66-ft 
cutter Nam Sang. Since I am sometimes skeptical of his sea 
stories, I'm wondering about the history of this sail. Are there 
other readers who know of an earlier use of it?

Judy Lang
Moontide, Lagoon 470

Newport Beach

 Judy — We're not sure of the history of the blooper, but we're 
unclear how your boyfriend could have invented the sail dur-
ing the TransPac unless Nam Sang carried a sewing machine Nam Sang carried a sewing machine Nam Sang
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and a lot of nylon. After all, bloopers, which vaguely look like 
a partially hoisted half-spinnaker, are very specialized sails 
that need to have their very unusual shape to count as a jib 
under the IOR rule. As you probably know, it's illegal to fl y 
spinnakers from both sides of the boat, which is why bloopers 
have to qualify as jibs.
 Bloopers are most commonly found on IOR (International 
Offshore Rule) boats, which have a proclivity to roll and become 
unmanageable when sailing deep. The idea behind the blooper 
was not to make a boat faster, but to keep her from rolling out 
of control.
 The defi ning features of a blooper are a huge curve in the 
luff and the fact that you fl y the foot just inches off the surface 
of the water on the leeward side. The vortexes that came off 
the foot of the blooper often mesmerized us. Some people never 
liked bloopers, but we always thought they were fanciful and 
cool-looking.

⇑⇓OUR DUTY AS GUARDIANS OF THE PLANET
 On a recent passage south — it might have been the Ha-Ha 
— we were blessed by not only the longest whale show we've 
ever seen, but also the closest at hand. And we've circum-
navigated. I know it might sound crazy, but other longtime 
cruisers have told us of similar experiences where whales 
have come very close.
 As one who tends to look for reasons for things happening, 
I have to ask myself why this is happening. Is it the increased 
number of whales or are the whales trying to communicate a 
message? I don't know, but after the last 'whale show', I've felt 
a haunting need to speak up for the cetaceans. I've repeatedly 
tried to pass on this duty, but to no avail.
 There is no governing body to protect the world's oceans, 
so I think such an organization should be put in place by 
all concerned citizens of the world. All international waters 
should be placed in the protective custody of this governing 
body. The protection of this area should be enforced by the 
governing body, which would be composed of a navy formed 
by and controlled by this new nation.
 It is my hope that some stronger, younger and more com-
puter savvy minds will take up this cause. It is our duty as 
guardians of this planet to try to make the world a better place.

Citizen of Ocean Nation
California

 Citizen — Based on our having sailed to Mexico most of 
the last 30 winters, it's our belief that there are just a whole 
lot more whales around now than there were in the past, and 
therefore there are more close encounters. We must have seen 
at least 20 during the Banderas Bay Blast a few weeks ago, 
and some of them not too far away.
 You neglected to mention what 'message' you think the 
whales might be trying to communicate to us humans. Presum-
ably it would be "give us some space" and "don't hit us." If that's 
the case, we have a lot more faith in technology than in any new 
'world government' coming up with an effective solution. After 
all, have you thought about where this new world government 
would get its authority? And who would be in charge? It's not 
as if a bunch of people can just claim authority, assign titles, 
buy uniforms and start enforcing rules. Then, too, what if this 
new world government had beliefs that differed from yours? 
Such as the belief in Japan that whales should be an important 
food source for a world short of inexpensive protein.
 Actually, the United Nations supposedly is already fi lling 
the role as the "international guardian of the world's oceans." 
According to the U.N.'s public relations team, "The United Na-

www.southbeachharbor.com
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tions has long been at the forefront of efforts to ensure the 
peaceful, cooperative, legally defi ned uses of the seas and 
oceans for the individual and common benefi t of humankind. 
Its groundbreaking work in adopting the 1982 Law of the Sea 
Convention stands as a defi ning moment in the extension of 
international law to the vast, shared water resources of our 
planet. The United Nations Offi ce of Legal Affairs, through its 
Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, plays a major 
role in supporting those efforts. The United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP), particularly through its Regional Seas 
Programme, acts to protect oceans and seas and promote the 
environmentally sound use of marine resources. The United 
Nations Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), through its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Com-
mission, coordinates programmes in marine research, observa-
tion systems, hazard mitigation and better managing ocean 
and coastal areas."
 While the United Nations has certainly had some successes 
over the years, it's probably better known for its impotence, 
corruption, accommodation of ruthless dictators, and egregious 
parking violations by diplomats in New York City.

⇑⇓COOL RUNNINGS
 Despite our doing regular maintenance, a while back our 
elderly Perkins engine started to run warmer than we liked, 
for no apparent reason. Our mechanic, like Wayne Hendryx's 
as mentioned in 'Lectronic, suggested pouring a couple of gal-
lons of white vinegar into our system and leaving it for a few 
days. When we subsequently ran the engine, the initial water/
vinegar mix came out a bit cloudy. Hmmm. As vinegar works 
for dissolving 'stuff' in our head hoses, we fi gured maybe there 
was something to this. When we told our mechanic what we 
saw, he recommended a second treatment to dissolve anything 
else that might still be there. After the two treatments our 
engine ran much cooler.

Candy Morganson
Infi del, Swan 44

Alameda

⇑⇓DON'T OVERDO THE VINEGAR IN THE ENGINE
 It's true, fl ushing an engine's raw water cooling system with 
vinegar could help to remove some scaling and thus improve 
cooling. If there were heavy scaling, the fl ushing could result 
in lower engine operating temperatures. But just because 
the engine is operating at a lower temperature, this doesn't 
necessarily mean it will develop more power.
 Vinegar, however, will destroy rubber. I had a friend who 
left vinegar in his Vacu-Flush for a couple of weeks while he 
was away on a trip, and ultimately had to replace the rub-
ber seals. They'd been eaten away by the vinegar. Raw water 
pump impellers and some engine seals are made of rubber. 
'Nuff said.

Tom Collins
Misty Sea, Bertram 46

Puerto Vallarta

 Tom — Your warning is well-taken. If you bake a cake for 40 
minutes it will turn out fi ne. If you cook it for eight hours, it's not 
going to taste very good. Both the level of acidity of the vinegar 
and how long it's in the engine are important considerations.

⇑⇓MORE DIESELS DIE FROM OVERHEATING
 Vinegar, when diluted to a 5% acid concentration, is per-
fect for cleaning out the salt in a diesel's raw-water cooling 
system. No problems at all, because at that concentration it 
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won't hurt anything — except for the zincs.
 One pound of oxalic acid crystals — wood bleach — mixed 
in one gallon of water makes a 10% solution. This is plenty 
safe for the cooling system, and twice as fast as a 5% solution. 
Plus it's safe, and easy to carry and stow.
 As Wayne Hendryx noted in the December 4 'Lectronic, the 
acid reacts with the salt and mineral deposits that form in 
the engine, and eats them away. But remember, it's equally 
effective at dissolving your zincs! So if you put the acid in 
your engine's system, you need to either pull the zincs fi rst 
and put plugs in the holes, or plan on replacing the zincs 
immediately after you do this fl ush.
 That said, diesels die from overheating far more frequently 
than they do from zincs dissolving. So even if you're clueless 
about the zincs, you're still better off fl ushing so you have a 
clean cooling system.

Tony Deluca
X-presso

Channel Islands Harbor, Oxnard

⇑⇓ALWAYS BE VIGILENT
 As was the case with Paul Goyke as reported in December's 
Letters, I also smelled the beginnings of fi re from a meltdown 
of the shorepower receptacle on my very nice 1983 Piver 
Herald trimaran. Presumably the receptacle failed because of 
corrosion, although I couldn't see any on the outlet. Maybe I 
couldn't see it because it was so badly damaged. Looking at 
the receptacle, I saw there is no way I could have inspected 
it for corrosion — other than by periodically disassembling 
it. If I ever own another boat with a shorepower system like 
that, I will periodically take it apart for inspection.
 I did not save the failed piece after I later moved into an 
apartment, but I got another chance to act with diligence in 
July 2010, when I discovered a plug meltdown of a "relocat-
able power tap device" in my apartment. The item, just like 
my failed former shorepower receptacle, was certifi ed by the 
Underwriters Lab. This time I contacted them, and was asked 
to: 1) answer specifi c questions about the circumstances/con-
sequences; 2) provide photos; 3) and, if possible, provide the 
power tap itself. And they offered to pay for the shipping. The 
investigator kept in touch via email, and months later, after I 
thought it was all over, I received a call from them thanking 
me for fi ling the report and cooperating with their investiga-
tion. It's my understanding that my report was instrumental 
in a company shakeup.
 By the way, now that I may be sailing again, and am back 
to reading Latitude, I have to say it still impresses. The De-
cember cover photo, with cloud-fi lled sky, brought home one 
of the big reasons I desire to cruise: To get spiritual peace, 
which I fi nd elusive on land. In addition, your Changes piece Changes piece Changes
regarding the medical emergency on Profl igate was so good Profl igate was so good Profl igate
in so many ways. Latitude and its readers and contributors Latitude and its readers and contributors Latitude
are inspiring.

Peter Metcalf
Amazing Grace, Great Pelican

Kensington

 Peter — Your compliments are overboard, but thank you.

⇑⇓WHEN WILL WE KNOW?
 Oh lord, here we go again with the global warming “skep-
tics.” In the December issue, Latitude wondered, "What's with Latitude wondered, "What's with Latitude
the 62% increase in Arctic ice over last year?”
 True, you said that you “give the benefi t of the doubt to 
the overwhelming majority of scientists who believe in climate 
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change,” but that “we should know in 30 years or so.” 
 Wrong. We know now.
 First of all, it took me all of 13.5 minutes to do a little re-
search about the growth of "Arctic" ice. (You can do it, too, as 
there is this website called 'google dot com' that you can use 
for such information.) It turns out that it's in the Antarctic 
where sea ice (vs. land ice) has been increasing — despite the 
warming of the Southern Ocean. There are several reasons: 
Freshening of the ocean, changed wind patterns, decrease in 
the ozone layer. But not a cooler ocean!
 Then there are all the other factors regarding global warm-
ing that leave absolutely no doubt that it's not a matter of 
30 years from now; it is now: Increased ocean temperatures, 
increased wildfi re season lengths and severity of fi res, disap-
pearance of major mountain ice caps from the Andes to Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, increased extreme weather patterns (storms, 
droughts, etc.). Plus the little detail that nine of the 10 warm-
est years on record have been in the last decade. Then there's 
the minor matter of increased acidifi cation of the oceans. Since 
industrialization, the oceans have become 26% more acid and 
the rate of change is accelerating. (That took me all of 1.5 
minutes to research.) Not only should sailors be concerned 
about this, but the vast majority of our oxygen is produced by 
the oceans' algae, which means we should all be concerned.
 A year or so ago, I read a book called Merchants of Doubt. 
It describes how the tobacco industry purchased a gang of 
scientists to produce doubt over whether smoking tobacco 
caused lung cancer. The book documents the direct descent 
from these tobacco “merchants of doubt” to the global warm-
ing deniers. In part it's simple monetary greed on the part 
of these scientists. In part, because the solutions for these 
scientifi c facts didn't fi t these scientists' world view, so the 
facts must change, not their world view. You might benefi t 
from reading that book, too.
 We all have to be really clear on what has already happened 
if we are to avoid the disaster that lies in wait. In the interest 
of responsible journalism, I hope you don't continue to give 
the slightest credence to these 'merchants of doubt'.

John Reimann
Y-Knot?, Catalina 36

Oakland

John — We wouldn't classify ourselves as global warming 
skeptics by any stretch of the imagination. But as journalists, 
we're inherently skeptical of all claims. Plus, we have had 
fi rsthand knowledge of a progressive scientist's falsifying 
information to get more grant money.
 But thank you for giving us the heads-up about the existence 
of google.com. What a neat thing. It only took us three minutes 
to discover that nearly 20 boats were unable to complete the 
Northwest Passage this year because of a 62% increase in the 
amount of sea ice. Guess what else we learned? The Northwest 
Passage isn't in the Antarctic, but the Arctic. So maybe you 
don't know as much as you think you do.
 Then, curious about some of your other claims, we googled 
around for information about the increasing length of the fi re 
season caused by global warming. After all, we know about 
the 19 fi refi ghters who died in Arizona and the gigantic Rim 
Fire. Wanting to avoid any merchants of doubt, we went to the 
National Public Radio site. Well, tobacco merchants or their 
ilk have obviously hacked the NPR site because listen to the 
misinformation that's being put out: "With 15,000 fi refi ghters 
deployed and three dozen major wildfi res currently burning in 
fi ve Western states, this would seem to be a wildfi re season for 
the record books. And in one tragic aspect, it is. But by most 
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measures, 2013 is the second-mildest fi re season in the past 
decade." What?! We have to take the NPR site back from the 
hackers.
 The one thing everybody seems to agree on is that global 
warming means there are going to be a lot more hurricanes 
and stronger hurricanes. Unfortunately, the National Hurricane 
Center site apparently has been hacked, too, because they are 
reporting that this has been the longest time in recorded history 
that the United States hasn't been hit by a major hurricane. 
Furthermore, there were far fewer hurricanes in the Atlantic 
this year than the Hurricane Center folks had predicted. Think 
how many more people are being fooled.
 And just last week some scientists — who are obviously de-
niers in the employ of the merchants — said they recorded the 
lowest temperature ever on earth. While it might have seemed 
as if it hit -135° in San Francisco Bay Area last month, these 
frauds claim it was actually in Antarctica.
 But we know what you mean about the deniers being per-
sistent. Why, on June 6 the New York Times, which must now 
be owned by Fox News and the Koch brothers, reported the 
following: "The rise in the surface temperature of earth has 
been markedly slower over the last 15 years than in the 20 
years before that. And that lull in warming has occurred even 
as greenhouse gases have accumulated in the atmosphere at a 
record pace." According to the Times, "this is a bit of a mystery 
to climate scientists." Lies, lies and more right-wing lies!
 If we can be serious for a moment, we know what Aristotle 
meant when he said that "one fi ne day does not spring make," 
so there can be lots of weather aberrations within a greater 
pattern. And we know that the overwhelming consensus of sci-
entists say there is climate change. Not being climate scientists, 
who are we to doubt them? Still, there are so many weather 
variables that we still can't get accurate four-day forecasts, 
so we're not stone-cold convinced that the many-times-greater 
variables 30 years down the road can be forecast with absolute 
certainty.

⇑⇓DON'T LEAVE FOR HOME WITHOUT IT
 Yesterday we had a big problem with our visas. As we 
checked in with Alaska Airlines to fl y back to San Francisco 
from Puerto Vallarta, the person checking us in noticed that 
our visa cards had not been stamped 'Paid'. As a result, she 
would not give us a boarding pass until we showed that our 
visas were stamped. As a result, we had to get a cab to a bank 
to pay for the visas, and hopefully make it back to the airport 
in time to catch our fl ight.
 It wasn't easy. Getting a cab took forever, as it was a short 
trip and all the airport taxis wanted full fares. Then the fi rst 
bank we went to said our visa form was too old. When turned 
down by an offi cial or institution in Mexico, you can often 
have success by asking another one. So we took off to another 
bank, which had no problem with our visa forms. We paid the 
$60 for the two tourist visas, and $60 for the cab. And we did 
make it back to the airport in time to catch our fl ight.
 The problem was that we hadn't brought along the paid 
receipt that ship's agent Victor Barreda had given us when we 
used his services after the Ha-Ha in Cabo. Had we brought 
the receipt, it would have saved us a lot of time and trouble. 
Please pass this along to others.

Myron & Marina Enzinzimmer
Mykonos, Swan 44

San Anselmo

⇑⇓ALWAYS GET A RECEIPT
 Both my crew and I had to pay for tourist visas a second 
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time upon trying to leave Mexico by plane. We were told that 
the immigration law had changed in November 2012, and 
that we now needed a receipt showing that we had paid for 
the visa. It didn't matter that we had stamped valid visas, 
they wanted a bank receipt showing payment. The fact that 
we surrendered any receipt we would have had to the initial 
Immigration offi cial didn't seem to matter. Furthermore, they 
would only take cash for the new visas and they refused to 
give us a receipt for them.

Joe Pfeifl e
Set Me Free, Beneteau 42

Hermosa Beach

 Joe — As ship's agent Victor Berra explains below, everyone 
needs to keep a receipt of payment for their tourist visa, as well 
as the visa itself. It's a new one on us, because we've come into 
and out of Mexico at least 100 times and never been asked for 
one. Besides, why don't they just mark the visas themselves 
as having been paid for?
 It's not totally surprising to us that you were asked to pay 
in cash, but the fact that you were not given a receipt is totally 
bogus. Whenever you pay an offi cial in Mexico — except when 
paying small fi nes for 'driving while gringo' — you should al-
ways demand a receipt.

⇑⇓FROM VICTOR, THE SHIP'S AGENT IN CABO
 Per my conversation with Andy Turpin of the Baja Ha-Ha 
yesterday, I wanted to follow up via email regarding the visa 
situation.
 I read the complaint by the Enzinzimmers on Mykonos and, Mykonos and, Mykonos
checking our fi les, that particular vessel had prepaid online 
for four tourist cards when they came to me to check their 
boat in at Cabo. The process is that you turn these receipts 
in to us and, at no extra charge, we give them to Immigration 
in return for the normal tourist visa you would get when you 
fl y in on an airplane. The visas were stamped by Immigration 
offi cials at our offi ce, along with the four passports.
 The only stamping that should be on a Mexican visa is a 
green stamp on the lower right hand corner, which has the 
date of entry on it. There is no other stamp necessary. There 
is no stamp that says 'Paid' on the visa. In all the years we 
have been servicing vessels in Cabo that have come from other 
ports, we have never seen a visa that had a 'Paid' stamp on 
it. What is necessary, however, is to keep the receipt showing 
that you paid for your visa.
 As for the vessel Set Me Free, they did not use our services, 
so they must have done the paperwork themselves at the Im-
migration offi ce.
 We had 70 vessels use our services this year and, of them, 
47 prepaid for their visas online and had receipts for their 
payments when they arrived at our offi ces. We paid for the 
visas for the remaining 23 boats through Bancomer. We got 
receipts for these payments, and all 23 vessels were given a 
copy of the payment along with their check-in papers. The 
payments were done four boats at a time, and the bottom of 
the receipt has the names of the four vessels. On each tour-
ist visa is a space for the name of the vessel, which is how 
another Immigration offi ce would know that the visa holder 
was on the vessel stated on the payment.
 I spoke with Doña de Mallorca about this situation a week 
ago, and it appears the vessels she spoke of had all done their 
paperwork themselves and had not gotten a receipt. As for 
boats that cleared in with us, we have copies of all the pay-
ments, and will be happy to get a copy of the receipt if anyone 
lost or misplaced their visas. These people should not hesitate 
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to contact us, as we would be happy to assist them.
 I hope this clarifi es the issue. The thing all mariners need 
to remember, no matter if they do the paperwork themselves 
or have an agent such as myself do it, is always get a receipt 
for payment of tourist cards. Even though most people won't 
be asked for this receipt, some are at a few airports in Mexico.

Victor Barreda
Agencia Barreda

Mex Line 011-52 (624) 143-0207
USA Line (619) 209-7414

Cell 011-52 (624) 147-5019
www.caboportagent.com

⇑⇓WELCOME TO CUBA FOR FIVE YEARS
 It gives me great pleasure to greet Latitude 38 readers Latitude 38 readers Latitude 38
on behalf of Hemingway International YC of Cuba, as well 
as provide everyone with the good news regarding how long 
foreign yachts will now be able to stay in Cuba's marinas.
 Decree 314 was published in the Offi cial Gazette of the 

Republic of Cuba on Republic of Cuba on Republic of Cuba
November 21 of last 
year, and establishes 
new rules and regula-
tions for tourist mari-
nas in Cuba. Article 
47 says that foreign 
pleasure vessels now 
can remain in Cuban 
waters for up to fi ve 
years, although the 
boats will have to be 

based out of a marina in Cuba. This new regulation eliminates 
the 5% fee on the value of the boat that owners previously 
had to pay if they were staying in Cuba for more than one 
year.
 Resolution 442 of 2013 of the Ministry of Finance and 
Prices also was published in the Gazette, and established that 
the payment of tax for entry and clearing documents, and the 
Special Cruising Permit, will be 55 Cuban convertible pesos.
 The Hemingway International YC of Cuba welcomes these 
new regulations, as they hopefully will encourage more U.S. 
boats to visit Cuba, which will help sailors and fi shermen from 
the two countries establish even closer ties. I'd like everyone 
to know that Cuba has more than 3,000 islands and cays, 
most of them undeveloped and home to an abundance of sea 
life.

Commodore Jose Escrich
Hemingway International Yacht Club

Havana, Cuba
www.hemingwayyachtclub.org

 Readers — We always enjoy getting an email from Commo-
dore Escrich, whom we met when we did a two-week cruise of 
Cuba with Big O back in about 1996. He periodically sends us 
Fourth of July greetings on behalf of the people of Cuba. Since 
his letter seemed a little unclear about whether boats had to 
stay in marinas all the time, or could kick around the 3,000 
islands and cays, we wrote back asking for a clarifi cation.
 According to Escrich, foreign boats need to fi le a fl oat plan 
from their base marina, "which contributes to the security of 
the craft and crew," after which they are free to visit the 3,000 
islands and cays. However, unlike other islands in the Carib-
bean, if you leave the marina, you still have to pay, even if you 
anchor at one of the islands. You can change your boat's base 
in Cuba; you just have to have a base.
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Marina Hemingway in Havana.

P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY • SAUSALITO, CA 94966
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 It's nice to get a clarifi cation where you can and can't go with 
a boat in Cuba, because it was pretty confusing in 1996. For 
example, we were anchored pretty much out in the middle of 
nowhere along the north coast of Cuba, where we'd been studi-
ously ignored for days by the Guardia Frontera, which is Cuba's 
Coast Guard. But then a modest-size patrol boat came along, 
and her short and morose captain came aboard and engaged 
us in a ridiculous conversation that went something like this:
 "I am in charge of this area, and you are not permitted to 
anchor here. You must leave."
 "Lo siento "Lo siento " , we didn't know. But we'll leave right away."
 "No, I cannot permit you to leave."
 "Um, well, we guess we'll stay then."
 "I told you that you can't stay here."
 "Well, then, we'll leave."
 "I told you that you can stay here!"
 This silly conversation with the offi cer we nicknamed 'Cap-
tain No' went on and on. Finally, having achieved no clarity 
whatsoever, he and his boat took off. Not wanting to cause 
any trouble, we moved along down the coast to a remote place 
where there was an Italian version of a Club Med. It had a little 
dock with just enough depth so we could tie up. But son of a 
gun, we didn't have the lines secure for more than fi ve minutes 
before a familiar fi gure in a uniform came running down the 
dock. It was Captain No.
 "I told you that you can stay here," he shouted.
 Oh lord, we thought, assuming that we were about to be 
given more orders to do the impossible. But before another ri-
diculous back-and-forth could pick up steam, a tall and glamor-
ous middle-aged Italian woman, with regally styled hair piled 
on her head and wearing a bikini, see-through cover-up and 
high heels, appeared. Towering over the diminutive captain, 
she imperiously jabbed her beautifully manicured index fi nger 
into No's chest, saying, "You can't tell these people they can't 
tie up here. They are Americans. You are just a Cuban." Our 
jaw dropped, but the Italian woman just kept prodding Captain 
No in the chest, repeatedly informing him that, as a Cuban, 
he had no business telling us Americans what we could do, 
despite the fact that we were in Cuba.
 Eventually Captain No disappeared, so we paid a day 
admission to the resort, where all the food we could eat was 
included. By Mexican standards, it was a very modest resort 
next to the mangroves, and featured a couple of equally modest 
swimming pools. There were about 100 guests lying in lounge 
chairs around the pool, when a couple of Cubans circled the 
pool area with a donkey-drawn cart spewing billows of white 
smoke. After a couple of coughs, we asked what they were 
doing.
 "Spraying for mosquitoes," they said.
 "It is poisonous?"
 "Don't worry, it won't hurt you," the guy wearing a mask 
assured us.
 With lots of guests fl eeing the now-engulfed pool area, we 
decided it would be a good time to go indoors and load up 
on the 'all you can eat' food. It turns out all they had were 
hamburgers. The buns were about the size and shape of the 
least expensive burger from McDonalds, but the patty, well it 
was much thinner and about the diameter of a 50-cent piece. 
There was no lettuce, tomato, onion or anything else inside. 
We spotted some packets of ketchup and mustard against the 
back wall, and asked to have a few.
 "What do you want them for?" asked the man at the counter. 
Cubans are used to living with nothing.
 We returned to the pool area after our 'meal', just in time to 
see a biplane swoop down over the pool area like a crop duster 
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and smother the place with DDT or whatever they use to kill 
mosquitoes in Cuba. It seemed like a good time to leave, so we 
did. We did not begrudge paying our day fee, for which we'd 
gotten so little in return, as it had been a very funny experience. 
As strange as Cuba is, we'd love to go back.
 Anyone visiting Cuba, however, would do well to remember 
the basic tenet of the Communist country: Unless some behavior 
is specifi cally permitted, it's prohibited. In most of the world, it's 
just the opposite. Unless something is specifi cally prohibited, 
it's permitted.

⇑⇓SO-CAL TA-TA 2014?
 I want to thank the Grand Poobah and all his helpers for 
working so very hard in order to put on another spectacular 
Ha-Ha. I'm wondering if you're planning on doing another 
SoCal Ta-Ta and, if so, what the dates would be. After doing 
so many Ha-Ha's on other peoples' boats, I would like to do 
the Ta-Ta on my boat.

Doctor Electron
Alan Katz
San Diego

www.doctorelectron.com

 Doctor — Thank you for the kind words, which are more 
meaningful than most because they come from a person who 
gave tirelessly of his time and skill to help out members of the 
Ha-Ha fl eet with their various electrical problems. And at no 
charge.
 For those who may not remember, the fi rst Southern Califor-
nia Ta-Ta, aka the SoCal Ta-Ta, aka Reggae on the Ocean, was 
held in September 2012. We started with a little get-together on 
a Sunday night in Santa Barbara, sailed to Santa Cruz Island 
for two nights, sailed to Pt. Dume for a night, sailed to King 
Harbor for a night, and fi nished up with a sail to and a BBQ 
at Two Harbors, Catalina, on Saturday.
 The Ta-Ta was not held in 2013 because of a scheduling 
confl ict with a little event called the America's Cup. But we had 
a blast on the 2012 edition, so if there are between 30 and 50 
boats that would like to do another Ta-Ta, we're game to put 
on another one. It would cost about $200 a boat, and we'd 
schedule it for the fi rst half of September. If anyone is seriously 
interested, email richard@latitude38.com.

⇑⇓THE INFLUENCE OF OTHERS
 Following the many problems in this year's Salty Dawg 
Rally from Virginia to the Caribbean — two boats abandoned 
due to gear breakdowns, two boats dismasted, and four boats 
with rudder failures — Darrell Nicholson wrote the following 
in a Practical Sailor blog: "Hindsight is always 20/20, and I Practical Sailor blog: "Hindsight is always 20/20, and I Practical Sailor
have no doubt that there are rally participants who attribute 
their safe and uneventful passages to the support that the 
rally framework provided. However, last week’s episode offers 
more evidence that the security of sailing in a big group may 
be more a matter of perception than reality."
 Nicholson noted that in 2011, Jan Anderson, sailing with 
her husband Rob aboard their Island Packet 38 Triple Stars
in the 22-boat North Atlantic Rally for Cruisers, was lost 
after being washed overboard by a 30-ft wave. And in 2011, 
46-year-old Laura Zekoll died while participating in the Carib-
bean 1500, another Chesapeake-to-Caribbean sailing event.
 In the case of Triple Stars In the case of Triple Stars In the case of , the Andersons were getting in-
dependent (of the rally) weather advice from Herb Hilgenberg, 
and picked their own course. In our humble opinion, the loss 
of Jan Anderson's life was motivation for Hilgenberg’s decision, 
a short time later, to stop advising anyone participating in 
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any rally. As many sailors already know, Hilgenberg retired 
this year, and stopped giving weather advice to anyone.
 My wife Sue and I agree that rallies can give the inexperi-
enced sailor a false sense of security. We once burned out in 
a Round Delmarva Rally, having sailed in weather to fi t the 
organizer's schedule and timetable, weather that we would 
have been wiser to avoid. That experience has taught us to 
make sure we make all decisions independently of anyone, 
including the experts and organizers of events. We also only 
'buddyboat' by going solo on our own schedule, and then 
meeting the other boat at destinations, and then only if the 
weather and route are safe.
 There is tremendous joy cruising in company, but we make 
sure that we do not go onto the high seas on someone else’s 
schedule, even if we previously agreed to it. We like to change 
our mind on the drop of a hat. We do not like the thought of 
our infl uencing others, or others infl uencing us, as to when 
to undertake heading out on any voyage. 

Ed & Sue Kelly
Angel Louise, Catalac 36

Iowa / Lying St. Katherine Docks, London

 Ed and Sue — As you probably know, some people's percep-
tions often have little to do with reality. If, as Nicholson claims, 
any rally participants attributed their safe and uneventful 
passages to the support of the rally framework, they were 
idiots. But we have a hard time believing any of them were 
that stupid. A rally structure may help in some cases, but it's 
not going to be a necessary and suffi cient condition of safety. 
Having put on rallies and written about them for more than 
three decades, we think rallies are sort of like the existence of 
the Coast Guard in that they can sometimes offer additional 
security to participants, but certainly don't offer any guarantee 
of safety.
 That said, it seems to us that most cruising rallies have 
excellent safety records. Take the granddaddy of them all, the 
Atlantic Rally for Cruisers (ARC). According to our rough cal-
culations, participants have sailed a total of nearly 17 million 
transoceanic miles. As best we can recall, there has been one 
casualty in the event's equivalent of 680 circumnavigations — a 
man who fell overboard and drowned because of his inability 
to get free of his safety harness. It was hardly a death caused 
by participation in a rally.
  By the way, Laura Zekoll, whom Nicholson mentioned died 
as part of the NARC, drowned after the boat she was aboard 
ran onto a reef in the Bahamas. By that time, the boat had 
long dropped out of the rally because of seasickness on the 
part of the owner's wife and Ms. Zekoll. Unfortunately, the 
captain, who was not a particularly experienced offshore sailor, 
inadvisably attempted to enter the unlit and unmarked North 
Bar Channel at night, with tragic results. Zekoll's death was 
caused by the skipper's dreadful decision, not by the fact she 
participated in the rally. Indeed, her estate recently negotiated 
a reportedly generous settlement with the boat owner — or 
presumably his insurance company.
 On the other hand, there have been any number of instances 
where ARC boats have come to the rescue of other ARC boats, 
and non-ARC boats, that were sinking, on fi re, or otherwise in 
extreme distress. Jimmy Cornell and his World Cruising Ltd 
successors have hosted a number of other around-the-world 
and other sailing rallies for decades, and to the best of our rec-
ollection, there haven't been any rally-related fatalities despite 
the many millions of miles sailed.
 We also believe it's a big mistake to assume that all cruising 
rallies are equally dangerous. For example, comparing any of 
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the three cruising rallies from the Northeast to the Caribbean 
to the Ha-Ha is like comparing habanero chiles to oranges. 
Why? For one thing, there was far more damage to the Salty 
Dawg fl eet in one day than there has been in the 20 years of 
the Ha-Ha, which has had one boat sunk by a whale, one boat 
dismasted, and one boat's breaking a rudder.
  There are reasons for the difference. The course to the 
Caribbean is twice as long as the Ha-Ha course. Other than 
Bermuda, there are no places to take shelter in bad weather 
between the Northeast and the Caribbean, while there are 
many safe anchorages along the coast of Baja. Indeed, a few 
years ago when brisk weather — 25 to 30 knots from astern 
— was forecast for the fi rst leg of the Ha-Ha, we decided to set 
an example of caution by taking Profl igate into the San Quin-
tin anchorage before the strong winds arrived. About half the 
Ha-Ha fl eet followed our lead and stopped for the night. Mind 
you, half the fl eet decided to keep going and had no problems 
— not even the folks on smaller boats such as a Catalina 27. 
And other than for very brief periods, we think those were the 
worst conditions in the 20 years of the Ha-Ha.
 It's also important to note that in the 60 Ha-Ha legs to date, 
only three of them have been upwind, and we've never had 
strong winds on the nose. On the way to the Caribbean, you're 
frequently going to get much stronger winds, and will get wind 
from all directions, including on the nose. As for seas, we regu-
larly see bigger seas during a single season in the Caribbean 
than we've ever seen during a Ha-Ha. In addition, the likeli-
hood of both severe winter storms and late-season hurricanes 
is considerable on the Caribbean course, while it's historically 
very slight on the Ha-Ha. It's because of these differences that 
we've felt comfortable running the Ha-Ha for 20 years, but never 
would be interested in running a rally between the Northeast 
and the Caribbean.
 By the way, both Triple Stars, which tragically lost Jan 
Anderson during the NARC, and David Peoples' Portland-based 
Catalina 42 Jammin', which had rudder problems in this year's 
Salty Dawg, had done the Ha-Ha without any problems.
 That said, we have to agree with you, Ed and Sue, that some 
sailors, even experienced ones, seem to be of the mindset that 
signing up for an event means they no longer are responsible 
for what happens to them. In every sailing event we know of, 
it's clearly stated that it's the responsibility of the skipper to 
decide whether to start and/or continue an event. To us, that 
means it's the responsibility of the skipper — not the organizer, 
the weather router or anybody else — to decide whether to start 
and/or continue in an event.
 About 10 years ago we were doing a Heineken Regatta in 
St. Martin with Profl igate when the wind whipped up to the 
mid-30s and touched on 40 knots in the Anguilla Channel. 
As captain, it was our sole responsibility to decide whether 
to continue in that particular race. We decided that the risk of 
something's breaking and one of the 12 or so crew's possibly 
getting seriously hurt wasn't worth any possible reward. So 
we dropped out in the middle of the race. If anyone wanted to 
call us 'chicken', that was their business. But it's worth not-
ing that fi ve of the 19 multihulls in that race were dismasted. 
Nobody made them continue in those conditions, but it ended 
their Caribbean seasons and cost them big bucks. We, on the 
other hand, got to enjoy a full season of sailing in those lovely 
waters.
 In the December 11 'Lectronic Latitude, Rob Grant posted 
the following report from a winter race in Santa Barbara: "With 
the rapidly building waves that accompanied that breeze [to 
30 knots], even the most intrepid sailors in the Harbor 20 fl eet 
wisely decided to head back to the dock before the fi rst race 
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mounted o�-center to preserve 
the swim platform.

/

See us at 
See us at 
See us at the SEATTLE

the SEATTLE

the SEATTLE

the SEATTLEBoat Show!

Boat Show!

Boat Show!
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2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

29’ C&C, ‘84 $18,500
Recommended for getting into sailing or 
moving up from a daysailer, and a good boat 
for beer cans.

42’ VALIANT CE, ‘04 $360,000
Extremely clean, well equipped V42. Equipped 
by a knowledgeable captain and prepared 
for cruising.

34’ SABRE MKI, ‘83 $34,900
She is a great platform for a singlehanded 
daysail or a vacation cruise for the family. A 
real beauty!

36’ CATALINA MKII S.A.E., ‘05 $124,900
A wealth of equipment and a competitive 
price. She stands at the ready to make a home 
for new owners.

34’ HANS CHRISTIAN, ‘77 $42,500
She has a well-laid out interior with beautiful 
woodwork. Add electronics, or navigate by 
traditional methods.

32’ DREADNOUGHT KETCH, ‘72 $39,000 
Available at less than the cost of the materials 
to build it, this is one salty, warm and comfort-
able cruiser.

35’ J/BOATS J/109, ‘04 $164,500
Proven performance and complete sail 
inventory. Below decks, you’ll love the modern 
amenities galore.

LEADER IN
BROKERAGE 

SALES
ON THE

WEST COAST!

40’ ISLANDER PETERSON, ‘80 $54,900
Fast racer and comfortable cruiser. If you need 
a place to dine, try the bilge – it’s that clean! 
Nice boat!

51’ ALEUTIAN CC KETCH, 1977
$229,000

Integrity is a highly-customized motor-
sailer that has been meticulously up-
graded and maintained by the current 
owners, who have more than 40 years of 
sailing experience. She recently completed 
a 10-year circumnavigation, having 
provided successful and safe passages 
exceeding 45,000 nautical miles.

BAY AREA

47’ TAYANA, 1991 
$175,000

This is a rare Tayana 47 with an integral 
swim step and both 110-volt and 
220-volt wiring throughout. She is an 
extremely well-equipped vessel that 
has been proudly cruised by the current 
knowledgeable owners. They have 
continually updated her and maintained 
her to high professional standards.

3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 619-804-6921

Inflatable boats and RIBs of all sizes 
fully rigged with Honda outboards. 

We offer complete service on all Honda 
outboards with computerized diagnostics 

& factory trained technicians.

Achilles, AB, Caribe, Fiji and Taurus Inflatable Boats
Klamath and Bayrunner Aluminum Boats

Powered by Honda
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 
your owner’s manual. 2008 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. ®

Run with
the Leader!

www.thedinghydoctor.com

Albatross Boathouse
Home of

Powered By HondaPowered By Honda

Come see
our 8,500 sq. ft.

indoor showroom at
our new location

off I-5 & I-8

1150 BRICKYARD CovE RD., SUITE B6
Pt. Richmond, cA 94801 • (510) 234-9566

Sales and Service on all Brands

CALIFORNIA'S LARGEST 
HEATING STORE
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even started. They were followed by about half the boats from 
remaining fl eets — J/70s, J/105s, Melges 24s, and two PHRF 
divisions." A tip of the Latitude 38 hat to all those who had 
the courage to decide the conditions were more than they were 
prepared to deal with that day. That's taking responsibility.
 We sort of understand your position, Ed and Sue, on limited 
buddyboating, but we look at it a little differently. If we go 
buddyboating and decide that the conditions are such that we 
want to modify our plans, we're going to modify them. We're 
not going to continue, then later whine about being "infl uenced" 
by others if something goes wrong. Although it's contrary to 
contemporary mainstream belief in the United States, we hold 
that people are responsible for their decisions and actions, and 
the consequences. In the long run, we think it would be much 
better for individuals — and the country — if people were held 
responsible instead of always being assured their misfortune 
was the fault of someone else or society.

⇑⇓THE ORIGINS OF THE BAJA HA-HA
 You've been saying that 2013's Baja Ha-Ha was the 20th 
running of the event because it started in 1994. But I sailed 
from Alameda to Acapulco in 1992-93 with Capt. Sam Burns 
aboard his green Irwin 30 Grasshopper, and knew about the 
Ha-Ha at that time. How is that possible? Did the Ha-Ha exist 
before 1994, and did Latitude only come on as a sponsor that Latitude only come on as a sponsor that Latitude
year?

Don Martin
Crystal, Hunter 33

Glen Cove Marina, Vallejo

 Don — It is confusing, so let us explain. In the early 1980s 
we founded an event called Sea of Cortez Sailing Week, which 
started in La Paz but spent an entire week at the Caleta Partida 
anchorage in the islands. In the early years, it was wildly suc-
cessful, attracting as many as 150 boats per day, and drawing 
the support of the Mexican Navy, Mexican businesses, and 
even West Marine, which donated a pig one year. It was a free 
event, but one of the locals started seeing peso signs, and the 
event went into a long erratic phase and eventually died. For 
the fi rst year or two, we had nicknamed the event the 'Baja 
Ha-Ha', and had that printed on the shirts. Alas, a few overly 
sensitive gringos started to give us a slush bucket of gas about 
the name being "disrespectful to Mexicans." Seriously. So we 
dropped it.
 In the late 1980s and early '90s, Latitude conspired with 
a succession of small businesses in Cabo, such as the Broken 
Surfboard Restaurant, for a 'Some Like it Hot Rally', which 
debuted the now famous electric watermelon-colored T-shirts. 
There was no offi cial starting time or place; if you sailed down 
to Cabo, you added your name to the list of other boats at the 
restaurant, got a free watermelon T-shirt, got your boat name 
listed in Latitude, and that was that.
 In 1993 we did the Long Beach YC's race/cruise to Cabo 
via Turtle Bay and Bahia Santa Maria. We were one of about 
13 participants with Latitude's Ocean 71 Big O. The event was 
fi ne, but it was a little bit formal, a little bit expensive, and 
seemed a little short on foolishness. Since it wasn't a yearly 
event for the Long Beach YC, and they weren't going to do it 
again anytime soon, we decided that we could put on a similar 
event for about a fi fth the price and double the frivolity. We were 
still fond of the Baja Ha-Ha name, so that's what we called 
the event. We know that's the way it went down, because we 
were there for all if it, and because it's all documented in the 
archives of Latitude.
 By the way, the Baja Ha-Ha Cruisers Rally we put on is 
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SAL'S
INFLATABLE SERVICES, INC.

PHONE (510) 522-1824  •  FAX (510) 522-1064
salsinfl atables@sbcglobal.net

www.salsinfl atableservices.com

Save

the Date!

Reserve

Now!

LIFERAFT 
TRAINING

Thursday, March 13, at Golden Gate YC
3:30-5:00 p.m.

Reservations required • Just $39!
Latitude 38 Crew List Party follows at 6:00

Zen 24

Demo boat for sale – only $29,500
Trailer $5,000

Interested in dealership?

Call (669) 777-8011
www.zenboat.jp / Google [zen 24]

Aoki Yachts USA
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Making boating easier – and more fun! – is what Oyster Cove is all about. That's why we rate 
number one with many Bay Area boaters. Oyster Cove is an exclusive yet reasonable facility of 
219 berths, accommodating pleasurecraft in slips up to 60-ft long. Oyster Cove is the private 
Peninsula marina closest to bluewater boating. No other private Peninsula marina is better 
situated or offers nicer, fresher surroundings.

385 OYSTER POINT BOULEVARD #8A, 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO

( 650 ) 952 - 5540

• Berths 30 feet to 60 feet

• Double Finger Concrete Slips

• Five Minutes from SFO

• Close to Mass Transit

It's Beautiful… It's Private… It's Home

• Heated Dressing Rooms & Showers

• Laundry Room   

• Nightly Security Patrol

• Complimentary Ice

www.oystercovemarina.net

Call Toll Free (866) 463-0167
Fax (866) 795-3707

sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
Quote requests 
Visit our website

www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance Programs Provide:
Crew of two anywhere • Worldwide Navigation 

Charter Boats • Multihulls • Liveaboards • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance covers more 
active cruising boats than any other marine 

agency in the Western Hemisphere.

BLUE WATER 
YACHT INSURANCE

This Yacht Maintained 
By:

FOR ALL Concerns, Please Call:

(510) 681-3831

Stem To Stern

Responsibilities of the

In-port Captain
Yacht Security • Cruise Preparation

Maintenance Scheduling • Delivery Services

Check out our website for a list of all our services at
www.StemtoSternSF.com

or call (510) 681-3831

We Take the Work Out of Owning a Boat

• Hull Cleaning
• Washdowns
• Interior Cleaning
• Detailing

• Brightwork

• Mechanical
 Service
 and Repair

• Pump-Out

• Boat Yard
 Set-up and
 Management



LETTERS

not to be confused with the Baja Ha-Ha Race, which is the 
fi rst half of the fourth episode of Wacky Races in the Hanna-
Barbera cartoon series. During the race, Dick Dastardly buys 
a burro named Tamale from a Mexican farmer after being told 
that anyone stuck in the mud must wait for Tamale to pull the 
vehicle out. To Dastardly's chagrin, the farmer owns many 
burros, all of which are trained to pull vehicles out of the mud.

⇑⇓MAKE SURE YOUR PAPERWORK IS IN ORDER
 It's not a new thing for Aduana (customs) offi cials in Mexico Aduana (customs) offi cials in Mexico Aduana
to check the paperwork — including Temporary Import Permits 
— of all boats in all Mexican marinas. When I was in Marina 
Don Jose in La Paz last winter, government offi cials spent two 
full days, including staying overnight, to check everyone's 
paperwork. They even requested copies of tourist visas and 
passports. I was told that boatowners who were not in compli-
ance were given fi ve days to get their paperwork in order.
 I never had a problem in the seven years that I cruised in 
Mexico because I carried multiple copies of everything — TIP, everything — TIP, everything
visa, passport, insurance, and so forth. And whenever I stayed 
in a marina, I gave them copies of each.

Chuck Losness
Hale Moana, Gulfstar 41

Puerto Escondido, Mexico

 Chuck — Such inspections and verifi cations are indeed noth-
ing new, but for whatever reason, offi cials seem to be making 
a really big deal about it this year. What else could explain the 
armed Marines? And in some cases they are checking paper-
work all through the night. Based on conversations we've had 
with many boatowners in Mexico, the offi cials have all been 
nice, and they have also given everyone a deadline by which 
to come into compliance. In many cases, this means/meant 
just getting the documents to the marina offi ce. In some cases, 
where the owners are back home in the States, it's been a little 
more complicated, but seems to be going all right. But you're 
correct; as long as boatowners have all the necessary papers, 
and have them on fi le in the marina, all is well. As for reports 
that there have been "rogue" offi cials and that boats have been 
"seized," to the best of our knowledge this is complete rubbish. 
These offi cials are just doing their job, and owners of boats not 
in compliance have been told they can't leave the dock until 
their paperwork is in order.
  Temporary Import Permits were created so that boatowners 
could leave Mexico without their boats. In theory, when the 
boatowner is gone, the marina is responsible for their boat. To 
our knowledge, nobody has been checking the paperwork of 
boats anchored out. Curious.

⇑⇓BURIAL AT SEA
 We don't have any experience burying a whole body at sea, 
but we have scattered the ashes of three important people in 
our lives, including our youngest son, Dusty, from aboard our 
previous boat, the Columbia 52 Legacy. Since your readers 
may be more likely to take someone's ashes to sea for burial, 
I'd like to share what we've learned.
 We'd heard of disasters where the ashes were blown all 
over, as in the famous scene from The Big Lebowski, so we 
did some research to fi nd the best way to do it: Get a large 
wicker basket and line it with paper towels. Place a heavy 
weight, like rocks or diving weights, in the basket. Fill the 
basket with the dearly departed's ashes. Cover to the top of 
the basket with fl owers and fl ower petals. We cut off all the 
stems and used just the fl owers.
 When at sea, try to stop the boat completely, then lower the 
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• Mainsail and Jib reefi ng

• The only U.S. patented furling system for 
Cruising Spinnakers

• Manage all your sails safely from the cockpit!

607.749.4599
www.sailcdi.com

sailcdi@verizon.net

MADE
IN THE 
USA

The Most Complete Marine Center Open 365 Days
Puerto Vallarta, Jal. Mexico / Tel: (322) 221-1800

www.opequimar.com / info@opequimar.com

Our Experience Makes the Difference

High velocity pump fuel dock, 46 gals./min.  •  Travelift: 88 tons, 100' length, 23' beam
Dry storage for vessels up to 300'  •  VHF radio ch. 68  •  24-hour security  •  Dock rentals  
Sales & rent of used & new boats  •  Full service boatyard  •  Do-it-yourselfers welcome
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SPECIALS AT TWO JANUARY BOAT SHOWS!

Complete package with Center Console new 
built-in livewell, storage, 90 hp outboard, 
galvanized trailer and much more.

EvinrudE Factory incEntivEs –
CALL NOW!

NEW Striper 220 Walkaround

See the launch of the
new generation of Striper

at the Boat Shows!
LOOK FOR US AT

THESE BOAT SHOWS:

333 Kennedy Street
Oakland, CA 94606(800) 726–2848

(510) 533–9290
www.outboardmotorshop.com

All Prices INCLUDE freight & prep, plus tax & license only.

SHOW SEASON SPECIALS!

1926-2014
Your Bay Area Dealer 

For 88 Years

3302

sacramento isE show san Francisco Boat show
January 9-12, 2014 January 23-26, 2014
at cal Expo Mccovey cove, Pier 48
Boston Whaler Boston Whaler and striper
GREAT BOAT SHOW DEALS ON ALL BOATS AND MOTORS

Call for information

Boston Whaler
170 Montauk

costco Members Price

$28,995

JUST YOU AND THE SEA…

Punta Mita Beachfront Condos
Call Doña de Mallorca for reservations!

1.415.599.5012
www.puntamitabeachfrontcondos.com

…and the jacuzzi, 
the 80-ft long pool, the surf, 

the Punta Mita anchorage, and the 4-mile distant 
Tres Marietas Islands
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basket into the water. On our fi rst burial, Legacy was ghosting Legacy was ghosting Legacy
along, no pun intended, at less than 
a knot, but that was just enough to 
capsize the basket as it was lowered 
over the leeward rail. Oops! Placed in 
still water, the weighted basket will 
quickly sink, taking the ashes with 
it. But the fl owers will fl oat to the 
surface, leaving a memorable and 
moving sight for those who gathered 
for the ceremony.
 In the two years since selling Leg-
acy and cruising aboard our new-to-acy and cruising aboard our new-to-acy
us Deerfoot 2-62 Moonshadow, pre-
viously circumnavigated by George 
Backhus, we've taken several dear 
friends sailing, and we're happy to 
report that all have returned to the 

dock with us. We hope to keep it that way.
John & Deb Rogers

Moonshadow, Deerfoot 2-62
San Diego / Currently in Mexico after the Caribbean

 John and Deb — While everyone will have their own prefer-
ence, it's certainly easier, if one is careful, to commit a dearly 
beloved's ashes — as opposed to the entire body — to the sea. 
The problem with whole-body burials is that if they aren't done 
well, the casket and/or body fl oats to the surface, often leading 
to macabre results.
 David Wegman tells us about the time Kenny, a deceased 
friend of his, had his whole body somewhat sloppily committed 
to the sea off Antigua. A few days later fi shermen, discovered 
Kenny's corpse fl oating off Toiny Beach at St. Barth. The corpse 
was recovered, and Wegman then saw to it that Kenny was 
properly buried at the cemetery near the airport. After spending 
a couple of years on a circumnavigation, Wegman returned to 
St. Barth to discover that a hurricane had partially uncovered 
Kenny's bones. Feeling sorry for his friend, Wegman now keeps 
Kenny's bones in a box beneath his bed in his artist's loft above 
the Le Select Bar. If you ask, he'll be more than happy to show 
the skull and bones of 'The Known Sailor'.

⇑⇓ERRATA
 In an editorial reply in a recent issue we wrote that a 
MacGregor 36 catamaran broke up during a Doublehanded 
Farallones Race many years ago, resulting in the death of one 
of the two crew. Our memory had failed us. The MacGregor 
36 actually fi nished fi rst, setting a new course record. It was 
a Stiletto 27 catamaran that fl ipped, resulting in the death of 
one of the two crew.
 Stiletto 27s, described as a 'super-sized beach cat', were 
fi rst built in 1979. They are 26' 10" long, have a beam of 13' 
10", and displace a mere 1,100 lbs. Known to have hit over 20 
knots, they proved to be very popular in Florida. We, however, 
would not race a 1,100-lb cat around the Farallones.
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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A lovely send-off for a 
loved one.

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 
Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power    Classic or Contemporary

Fiberglass    Aluminum    Steel    Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide superior service

and the finest coverage available today.
To be sure you're getting the best insurance value

please contact us for a quote. 
www.heritagemarineinsurance.com

Fax 860-572-5919
classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com

800-959-3047

© 2014 Insurance policies issued by ACE Recreational Marine Insurance
are underwritten by the insurance companies of ACE Group.

Program available exclusively through:

KISSINGER CANVAS
Marine Canvas & Interiors

STEVEN KISSINGER

(925) 825-6734
Covering the Entire Bay Area

• Biminis

• Enclosures

• Boat Covers

• Cushions

• Sail Covers

• Awnings

DODGERS

Side handrails and window covers
included.

OPTIONS

Aft handrail, dodger cover,
sailing bimini.

Free Estimates and Delivery

20 Years in Business
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www.SeaHawkPaints.com

Distributors for Brownell 
Boat Stands

Dealers for 

1200 Milton Road • Napa, CA 94559
(707) 252-8011 • Fax (707) 252-0851
www.napavalleymarina.com

Marina • Boatyard • Chandlery • Brokerage

California's Largest Dry Storage Facility

NAPA VALLEY MARINA

CALL
US

TODAY!

NAPA VALLEY MARINA =

SERVICE

• Engine repair – diesel and gas
• Outdrive repair
• Gel Coat Repair

• Shaft Alignment
• Bottom Jobs –
                      Paints

WE CAN HAUL LARGE CATS/TRIMARANS
SS Marine

Yacht and Ship Brokers and Full Service Boatyard

Sail

35’ Tartan, 1979 $54,900
38’ Hans Christian $99,600
37’ Hunter Legend $52,900
81’ Lancer $29,000
36’ Islander Freeport $59,900
35’ Rafiki $45,000
Partial listing of our boats

145 Third St., San Rafael, CA 94901 · (415) 456-8080

Power

56’ Burlington Crew $195,000
36’ Monk Trawler $121,000
42’ CHB Europa $84,000
42’ Grand Banks $32,000
40’ Ta Chiao $37,500
36’ Tung Hwa $49,900
www.ssmarineyachts.com

1,000 Used Sails
Listed at

minneysyachtsurplus.com
We Buy Good Used Sails
and Marine Equipment

MINNEY’S YACHT SURPLUS
1500 Newport Bl., Costa Mesa, CA

949-548-4192  •  minneys@aol.com
“We keep boating affordable!”
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the inside skinny on ac 35
In the months since Oracle Team USA came from behind to win 

America’s Cup 34 with a spectacularly thrilling fi nale, nothing has 
been announced offi cially regarding the format of AC 35. But that 
doesn’t mean event organizers have been sitting idle. We checked in 
with self-described AC nerd Jack Griffi n for a speculative look behind 
the scenes:
 America’s Cup 35 prediction: San Francisco, 2017, in AC60 foiling 
wingsailed cats. 
 All the news continues to point to 2017 and San Francisco as 
the time and place for the next America’s Cup. In a recent interview, 

Russell Coutts said we should expect to see 
foiling wingsail catamarans, probably around 
60 feet long with seven or eight crew. The new 
class rule probably will allow adjustable con-
trol surfaces on rudders and daggerboards, 
to make foiling safer and control systems 
simpler and less expensive. 
 We are likely to see the AC45s again in 
AC World Series racing, probably starting in 
San Francisco in Spring 2015, and possibly 
modifi ed for foiling.

America’s Cup 35 teams:
Oracle Team USA — The Defender  has Oracle Team USA — The Defender  has Oracle Team USA

re-signed strategist Tom Slingsby, but helms-
man Jimmy Spithill has not yet been signed. 
In mid-November he said that he had been 
approached by other teams. More recently he 
has implied in a New Zealand TV interview 
that he will be back with OTUSA. Some key 

designers have also been signed up.
Team Australia — Challenger of Record Hamilton Island YC named Team Australia — Challenger of Record Hamilton Island YC named Team Australia

Iain Murray CEO of Team Australia. Iain will work closely with Rus-
sell Coutts to develop the rules for the next America’s Cup. Murray 
no doubt is working hard to recruit key sailors and designers. Team 
Australia has said they will focus on young sailors and will not get 
into a bidding war for experienced Australian sailors like Spithill, 
Slingsby, Nathan Outteridge or Glenn Ashby.

Team New Zealand — The challenger in the 2013 America’s Cup Team New Zealand — The challenger in the 2013 America’s Cup Team New Zealand
Match innovated to lead the way to hydrofoiling and then sailed ex-
tremely well, but OTUSA’s continued improvement during the match 
led to intense disappointment for TNZ. The team is staying relatively 
quiet now, still in a debrief phase. Team boss Grant Dalton has been 
speaking with potential sponsors but will be unable to get fi rm com-
mitments until details of the next event are known. 
 Until funding is in place, team members are at risk of being re-
cruited away by Luna Rossa, OTUSA or Artemis, whose funding is as-
sured by their wealthy team owners — or possibly by Team Australia. 
Australian wing trimmer Glenn Ashby has announced he is staying 
with Team New Zealand. Dalton told journalists in New Zealand that 
the team has been “95% successful” retaining key members, but had 
lost an important designer.

Artemis Racing — Iain Percy was named team manager in Sep-Artemis Racing — Iain Percy was named team manager in Sep-Artemis Racing
tember. He says the goal is to build a team capable of winning and 
dominating the America’s Cup arena. Recently Percy announced that 
helmsman Nathan Outteridge had been re-signed together with wing 
trimmer Iain 'Goobs' Jensen. In mid-December, Percy told the audi-
ence at the World Yacht Racing Forum in Gothenburg, Sweden that 
Artemis has 30 designers and sailors committed to the team and that 
they have signed every person they've targeted so far.

Luna Rossa — The Italian syndicate has chosen Cagliari in Sardinia Luna Rossa — The Italian syndicate has chosen Cagliari in Sardinia Luna Rossa
as their base to prepare for the 35th America’s Cup. Max Sirena will 
continue as skipper.

Ben Ainslie Racing — Ben Ainslie told reporters in early December Ben Ainslie Racing — Ben Ainslie told reporters in early December Ben Ainslie Racing

three bridge
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 All too often, conditions for the Single-
handed Sailing Society's annual Three 
Bridge Fiasco are cold, wet and nasty 
— the sort of weather that would inspire 
fair-weather sailors to turn up the ther-
mostat, slip on their Uggs and linger over 
a long, drawn-out breakfast. But every 
January, hundreds of diehard single- 
and doublehanders turn out to compete, 
regardless of freezing temperatures, driv-
ing rain, lack of wind or whatever. You 
could argue that the race, which allows 
entrants to navigate the course in either 

According to Jack Griffi n, the Cup 
will be coming back to the Bay.
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EA Last year's Three Bridge Fiasco 

allowed racers to enjoy brisk 
breeze and warm(ish) weather.
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ac — cont'dfi asco coming up

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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direction, passing near the Golden Gate, 
the San Rafael Bridge, and the Bay Bridge 
in whatever order they wish, is as much a 
rite of passage as it is pure competition. 
 Happily, last year saw 356 boats zip-
ping around the Bay in 20 knots of breeze 
under delightfully sunny skies. This year's 
race will be held on January 25, with an 
entry deadline of January 15, so there's 
plenty of time to sign up. To enter the 
fray, hop on over to www.sfbaysss.org 
and click on the Three Bridge Fiasco link.

— andy

that fundraising is going well and they are “sort of” on target for a 
British challenge. Grant Simmer has said that he and Ben are “trying 
to get something together.” But they may be facing a chicken-and-egg 
problem. Potential backer Keith Mills has said, “If they announce a 
commercially viable America’s Cup, then I know we can assemble a 
fantastic British entry.” The problem is that no announcement will be 
made before early 2014, and Ainslie said in late October that unless 
they could get private underwriting within the next couple of weeks 
“. . . we won’t [launch the challenge]. There’s no point going into an 
event like this without the talent, because your chances of winning 
are then very slim.” Ainslie and Simmer could easily wind up back 
at Oracle Team USA.
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ac — cont'd san francisco
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Team France — Franck Cammas will lead the sailing team and Team France — Franck Cammas will lead the sailing team and Team France
Michel Desjoyeaux will head up technical development for this new 
team representing the Yacht Club de France. Cammas recently won 
the C-Class world championship with a foiling wing-sailed cat that 
found the right balance of performance and reliability. 
 Stéphane Kandler will lead the business team, bringing his expe-
rience from Areva Challenge in the 2007 AC in Valencia. Olivier de 
Kersauson will add his multihull experience. Bruno Bich, son of the 
French syndicate leader from the 12-meter days, is also associated 
with this team. Cammas’ longtime sponsor Groupama will support 
his Extreme 40 campaign and his C-Class program, but spokesmen 
have said they will not be sponsors for the AC challenge.

— jack griffi n, www.cupexperience.com

The Burning Man Navy (clockwise from above): The 
stage for Pepe Ozan's wild, psychedelic operas, 'The 
Narwhal', was pulled on the Playa by theatergoers; the 
mighty 'Monaco' swept Black Rock Desert of British war-
ships, pirates and worse — all at speeds upward of 18 
knots; as on every good pirate ship, maidens decorated 
her bow; Marcus Knox Chinnery, Captain Al Sorkin and 
Rob Glide showed the happy burners of Burning Man 
how a real ship sailed; cannons blazed in full glory.

 D
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 There's a new boat show in town: The 
Progressive San Francisco Boat Show, 
which will be held at McCovey Cove and 
Pier 48 (next door to AT&T Park) Janu-
ary 23-26. Boasting more than 150 new 
boats — from sweet little daysailers to 
luxury powerboats — the inaugural event 
promises even more for Bay Area boaters:   
Free seminars, hands-on DIY workshops, 
a full complement of accessories vendors 
and an interesting-sounding feature 
called Try It Cove, where attendees get to 
try out kayaks, stand-up paddle boards 
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 Describing Burning Man in an elevator minute is hard. It’s Mad 
Max at the Max at the Max Star Wars bar on Halloween after a train full of good-Star Wars bar on Halloween after a train full of good-Star Wars
looking women is derailed on a lingerie tour, with every yoga jockey 
and mystic from here to Christmas aboard.
 The tradition of building the most wildly creative art cars in the 
world for Burning Man has become an unstoppable passion. It’s a 
long, tough undertaking, but the builders are rewarded with the one 
true luxury at Burning Man: 
a way to get around in style 
on the spectacular Black 
Rock Desert where the more 
creative, the more bizarre, is 
the name of the game. 
 Burning Man art cars built 
as fi shing boats, aircraft car-
riers, junks, narwhals, pirate 
ships, dinghies, runabouts, 
Jules Verne submarines and 
American sailing frigates have 
evolved into an incredible roll-
ing art form. 
 The fi shing vessel Gypsy Queen is a working replica of a 60-ft Alaska Gypsy Queen is a working replica of a 60-ft Alaska Gypsy Queen
salmon seiner, complete with power block and seine. They set a real 
net on the Playa, complete with a tiny tuna art car frantically racing 
around the net.
 But the pièce de résistance for sailors was the mighty pièce de résistance for sailors was the mighty pièce de résistance Monaco, built 
by Greg Barron of Alameda, with three masts donated by Svendsen’s 
Boat Works. Monaco is special in the Burning Man art car world — Monaco is special in the Burning Man art car world — Monaco
she sails. A replica of the Revolutionary War frigate Raleigh, with an 
authentic sail plan, Monaco is the largest sailing land vessel in the Monaco is the largest sailing land vessel in the Monaco
world today, with a crew of some well-known sailors and lots of very 
cool, very loud cannons.  
 I was honored to be invited aboard the mighty Monaco, and when 
I jumped on board, I just marveled. Above me in the rigging was a 
robust crew, which seemed like overkill for what I thought were deco-
rative sails. Then I heard the thundering voice of Monaco's captain Al 
Sorkin, who was master at arms for the fi lm Master and Commander
and First Mate on America. “Set the topgallants!” Down came the 
topgallants, fi lled with air, and we were actually sailing . . . on a dry 
lakebed! We were making 10 knots and change, and Greg was still 
sheeting in the headsails.  
 He turned to me and said, “I sail a ship that doesn’t fl oat on a lake 
that isn’t here.” Why, of course you do. After all, this is Burning Man.
 After a really nice run off-wind, Greg yelled to Al, “Tacking!” The 
crew leaped into action as Al barked out the trimming orders, just like 
in the movies. The excellent all-sailor crew carefully tacked the three 
real square-rigged masts, and off we went down the coast of Gerlach. 
 It was exhilarating to say the very least, and achieved that elusive 
goal of Burning Man — to astonish and shock what is left of the senses 
of the human beings (and their derivatives) out there on the Playa, 
the experiential zone that is Burning Man. 
 Come to think of it, isn’t that the defi nition of art? 
 Greg met Al several years ago while Greg was sailing his 17-ft Poly-
nesian canoe at Burning Man. Although somewhat crude, it sailed 
pretty well. Greg found an orphan motorhome, and the demo saws 
came out. Ten thousand hours later, after a Herculean fabrication 
and rigging effort, Monaco was fi nished and looked and sailed like Monaco was fi nished and looked and sailed like Monaco
her famous forbearers.  

Monaco is actually driven on the highway, sans masts, and it's Monaco is actually driven on the highway, sans masts, and it's Monaco
legal in a state where everything not strictly prohibited is considered 
compulsory without exception. 
 The crew undoubtedly describes the trip over Donner Pass in the 
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The impressive Jules Verne art car at Burning Man.

JA
SM

IN
E 

H
AM

ED

and more. Luckily for everyone, considering 
the time of year, Try It Cove is indoors!
 The show runs from noon to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday, from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
on Saturday, and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Sun-
day. One-day tickets are $12 for adults, 
while kids 15 and under get in free, as do 
active military, fi re and police personnel 
(with ID). Grab a $2 discount coupon by vis-
iting www.sfboatshow.com. As oddly timed 
as this inaugural event might seem, we're 
excited about attending. See you there!

— ladonna
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puddle jumpers poised

a celebration of freedom
 Over the years we’ve profi led many sailors whose voyaging plans 
could be called frighteningly ambitious, if not crazy. But few could top 
the ambitions of Russian-born adventurer Rimas Meleshyus. Despite 
surviving several life-threatening calamities on the open ocean that 
would inspire most sailors to burn their foul weather gear and move 
to the desert, Rimas says he is absolutely determined to singlehand 
around the world via Cape Horn in his 24-ft sloop, Pier Pressure. 
 Although he grew up in Sochi on the banks of the Black Sea, he 
had no exposure to boating in his youth — according to him, there 
simply were no recreational boats in that part of Communist USSR. no recreational boats in that part of Communist USSR. no
But he did know that he wanted to get out and, by some means, ex-
plore the world. “I always wanted to escape,” he says. So one day in 
1988 he walked into the American embassy in Moscow and pleaded 
for political asylum. He was then 36 years old. 
 During the next 25 years Rimas made the most of his newfound 
freedom by traveling extensively. He lived in a Russian community 
in New York for a year before going to St. Thomas, USVI to take a 
job selling jewelry to tourists. Next it was on to Micronesia where he 
worked in Guam as a tour guide for Japanese tourists — he is not 
only fl uent in Japanese, but speaks six other languages. In Guam 
he met and fell in love with a Japanese girl who migrated with him 
to San Francisco, where they lived together for seven years. 
 Despite occasionally getting out on the water on the Bay, in Guam, 
the Caribbean, and elsewhere, he never got too enthused about learn-
ing to sail  — “because I was just a passenger” — until his relationship 
broke up and he moved to Southeast Alaska. It was in those pristine 
waters, in 2011, that he decided to teach himself how to sail. Not 
just in the Panhandle’s sheltered straits, but in the open ocean. With 
his meager boat budget, he bought a San Juan 24 sloop and, after 
learning the basics in winds up to 50 knots, he set off the next year 
on a 3,200-mile passage to Japan. It didn’t go so well. 
 You’d think after surviving three capsizes, then being driven up 
onto a reef, Rimas’ voyaging dreams would become a bit tarnished. 
But that experience, which rendered the hull irreparable, seemed only 
to strengthen his resolve and his determination to circumnavigate in 
a San Juan 24. 
 “I looked for another one in every single marina in Washing-
ton and Oregon,” he claims. He fi nally found one in Oak Har-
bor, in the San Juan Islands. Why pick a daysailer never meant 
for the open ocean — let alone Cape Horn roundings? First, the 
$500 he paid for it fi t his limited budget. Second, he is seeking 
sponsorship for his around-the-world cruise, and as he puts it, 
“People won’t pay attention if I go in a ‘blue water boat’.”
 After fi tting out Pier Pressure as well as he could, he set sail from 
the San Juans on July 28 en route to Cape Horn, and was well south 
of Cabo San Lucas — having sailed nonstop — when his standing 
rigging began to fail, forcing him to jury rig with various bits of line 
and divert to Hawaii. He arrived safely after 84 days at sea with three 
broken shrouds. 
 Now in Hilo, and more determined than ever, Rimas will spend 
the winter making improvements to Pier Pressure, including replac-
ing the standing rigging — a friend is shipping new wire out from the 
mainland — and trying to attract sponsorship. His plan is to head to 
Tahiti in April, a passage of more than 2,000 miles with winds gener-
ally ahead of the beam, then work his way south to the Chilean fjords 

 It’s been close to 20 years since Lati-
tude 38 editors coined the phrase Pacifi c tude 38 editors coined the phrase Pacifi c tude 38
Puddle Jump to describe the annual mi-
gration of cruisers from the West Coast of 
the Americas to French Polynesia. Since 
then we’ve gotten to know hundreds of 
westbound cruisers through annual send-
off parties at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and 
Balboa, Panama. And we’re happy to an-
nounce that we’ll continue that tradition 
this year:
 • March 1 — Panama PPJ Send-off 
Party, Balboa YC, 12-4 p.m.

log as “Mountainous seas from the east, decreasing as we near coast 
of Reno, enemy action expected soon. Yippee!” 
 And so it is with the Burning Man Navy. Long may they cut dust. 

— dan baker

The Russian-born skipper in Oak Har-
bor, before heading south. Although his 
plans are frightening, we have to ad-
mire his mettle and his love of freedom. 
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for passage-making
 • March 7 — Nuevo Vallarta PPJ Send-
off Party, Vallarta YC (at Paradise Village), 
3-6 p.m.
 Both clubs, along with Mexico’s Marina 
Riviera Nayarit, will also offer a series of 
PPJ-related seminars beginning soon.
 To celebrate the fl eet’s arrival at Tahiti, 
Latitude and several Tahitian partners will Latitude and several Tahitian partners will Latitude
again host the three-day Tahiti-Moorea 
Sailing Rendezvous, July 4-6. Its schedule 
of events — which includes a six-person 
outrigger canoe race, music and dance 

and around the Horn. 
 “I don’t care much for inland sailing,” he says, “but I really love
being out on the open ocean.” Now a US citizen, Rimas will proudly fl y 
the stars and stripes along his route in recognition of both his adopted 
homeland and the freedom it represents to him. Having grown up 
beneath the iron fi st of communism, he appreciates more than most 
just how the precious personal freedom is — especially the freedom 
to do seemingly crazy things like this.
 Learn more about this unconventional sailor at www.facebook.com/
rimas.meleshyus; to contribute see: fundly.com/rimas-around-the-
world. Rimas welcomes correspondence to rimas.meleshyus@gmail.
com or calls to (808) 937-9468.

— andycontinued in middle column of next sightings page
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continued on outside column of next sightings page

presentations and more — is intended to 
introduce new arrivals to highly revered 
Polynesian cultural traditions in music, 
dance, sport and cuisine. Because Jump-
ers set sail from a variety of locations 
along the West Coast, many of them meet 
and swap tales for the very fi rst time at 
the Rendezvous.
 Although exploring French Polynesia 
is normally a highlight of any sailor’s 
cruising adventures, there’s one aspect 
of visiting these archipelagos that’s often 
a source of grumbling: the requirement 
that every non-European Union crew 
must post a (refundable) cash “repatria-

 Alyssa Alexopulous cruised for three months with her parents Alan 
and Reina aboard their Sutter Creek-based Hunter 46 Follow You, 
Follow Me, and didn't really like it. It was 2009 when she joined her 
parents, vets of the 2008 Ha-Ha, for the crossing from Puerto Vallarta to 
French Polynesia, and then some cruising around the French islands. 
Alyssa thought it was boring. Which is why it's curious that now, a 
little more than four years later, she's begun a circumnavigation of 
her own and remembers the three-month cruise as "awesome."
 Part of the reason she thought cruising was boring at the time of the 
cruise was that she was 19, an age when young adults naturally want 
to break off from their parents and develop their own lives and social 
circles. And there just weren't a lot of other young adults cruising in 
the South Pacifi c. The only ones Alyssa remembers are a couple of 
18-year-olds from Canada — brother and sister twins actually — who 

Love conquers all. Alyssa and Lewis 
aboard his Tartan 37 'Eleutheria' in Mexico.
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tion bond” upon arrival, that is equal to 
the value of a plane ticket back to his or 
her country of citizenship. 
 Through our Tahitian contacts we’ve 
helped to facilitate an alternative again 
this year: Tahiti Crew Company is offer-
ing registered PPJers a special package 
that includes clearance in and out, bond 
exemptions and duty-free fuel beginning 
in the Marquesas, all for a reasonable 
fl at rate. See the website for more details, 
plus photos and articles on previous fl eets 
that include fascinating tables of crossing 
data: www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com.

— andy

had worked in boatyards, loved sailing, and were crewing on various 
boats across the Pacifi c. In addition, Alyssa says she was eager to get 
back to start school at San Francisco State and be more active.
 Alyssa now looks back at the 
three-month cruise "as the best 
experience of my life, one that 
I'm ready to do all over again 
and more." When we asked her 
why, she fi rst cited the fact that 
it gave her a chance to spend 
"a lot of one-on-one time bond-
ing with my dad." And that she 
learned a lot about coping with 
other people in a confi ned space 
for a long period of time.
 "While in Zihua, my par-
ents had signed on this fl aming 
gay Dutchman to sail with us.
[Laughter]. He was balding, had 
a big belly because he always ate 
potatoes and cheese, yet he always wore a Speedo. He was a kick, and 
dressed up like King Neptune when we crossed the equator. But we 
all have habits and tastes in things that other people fi nd annoying. 
For example, our Dutch crew listened to ABBA nonstop, which can 
get really annoying. And I would listen to 311 or Rocked Out, which 
bothered him. One time he just turned off the music while my dad 
and I were bonding over a memory, and just freaked out. So we had 
a meeting at the end of the day to hash things out. Actually, we did 
that every day, where every little annoyance was aired. I think it was 
good. I think that's how it has to be in business, too, where if you're 
going to work with others in tight quarters every day, things have to 
be hashed out." (Alyssa, by the way, got her degree in fi nance.)
 Alyssa returned to San Francisco in 2009 and started at S.F. State. 
Meanwhile, her parents continued across the Pacifi c to New Zealand. 
It was a fi ne trip — until the composite rudder shaft broke 100 miles 
out of Kiwiland. After having a new stainless shaft built there, they 
had their boat shipped back to Lazaro Cardenas, Mexico, and then 
cruised up in the Sea of Cortez. After that it was time to get back to 
work, so they brought their boat up to Bair Island Marina in Redwood 
City, where Alyssa lived aboard to save money while going to school, 
and Alan used the boat as a midweek apartment while working in the 
South Bay tech world. The rest of the week he spent at a land home 
in Sutter Creek. Done cruising for awhile, Alan began selling some of 
the boat's cruising gear, including the watermaker.
 One of the buyers of the cruising gear was Lewis Allen, who lived 
aboard his Tartan 37 Eleutheria — it means 'freedom' or 'liberty' — Eleutheria — it means 'freedom' or 'liberty' — Eleutheria
three berths down from Follow You, Follow Me. Having grown up in 
Walnut Creek and later living in Mountain View, Lewis had a lot of 
sailing experience in Hobies and Lasers. Although then just 27, he'd 
already made his mark in investment banking in New York City, but 
had given it up to follow the dream of singlehanding around the world. 
"Investment banking was exciting in the beginning, and even though 
you make more and more money each year, it's all so similar it becomes 
mundane. I gave up the big apartment, the fancy cars and all that to 
do a singlehanded circumnavigation. Ideally, I'll never have to go back 
to investment banking again."
 As you no doubt suspect, Alyssa and Lewis's courses would soon 
cross.
 "Since I was in fi nance, my dad kept saying I needed to meet this 
guy with the boat down the way, as he'd been successful in investment 
banking and could give me career advice. So one day Lewis came over 
to my dad's boat and was in the cockpit measuring the watermaker. I 

The lovebirds, Alyssa and Lewis.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Alyssa thought cruising was boring when she 
was younger but has a newfound appreciation.
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time — cont'd
heard him up there, so I fi gured at least I could go up in the cockpit. 
We locked eyes and I thought, 'Uh oh!'"
 Was it love at fi rst sight?  "Yeah," says Alyssa.
 "Kinda," says Lewis. "Her dad introduced us for the career thing, 
having no idea it would alter the course of his then-21-year-old daugh-
ter's life."
 "Although it was love at fi rst sight, we didn't tell my dad for two 
months," Alyssa laughs. "But then he started to notice that I wasn't 
staying on the boat anymore. Finally, he said, 'So, you and Lewis, eh?' 
But then he added, 'You're not going off sailing until you graduate.' I 
told him not to worry." Indeed, Lewis postponed his trip for one year 
— spending six months of it at the KKMI yard in Sausalito working 
on Eleutheria — so Alyssa could complete her studies.Eleutheria — so Alyssa could complete her studies.Eleutheria
 The two have now sailed down to mainland Mexico, on the beginning 
of what they view as an open-ended cruise that will see them sailing 
across the Pacifi c this spring. The thing we notice the most is that 
the couple — he is now 29 and she is now 23 — are as much in love 
with each other as they were the day they met. We're not romantics, 
but they are a lovely sight, and we wish them the most glorious of 
passages and lives together.

— richard

 Is Mexico committing nautical tourism suicide? We sure hope not, 
although thanks to the actions of a new sub-agency of Hacienda (the 
Mexican IRS) called AGACE, it appears the country is on the verge 
of doing just that — and even worse, perhaps setting the stage for 
possible problems with the United States government.
 Since November 26, AGACE, which was created by the new Peña 

Nieto administration to be au-
ditors for foreign commerce, 
has been checking the paper-
work of foreign boats in 12 
marinas in Mexico. To be legal 
in Mexico without having to 
pay duty, foreign boat owners 
are required to possess their 
boat documentation, proof 
of clearing into Mexico, and 
a Temporary Import Permit, 
and have all these documents 
on fi le in the offi ce of whatever 
marina the boat is in. This is 
perfectly reasonable.  
 According to a harbormas-

ter who attended a big meeting in Mexico City on December 19 with 
AGACE, Tourism, and other offi cials, 338 foreign boats were found 
to be out of compliance with these rules in just the 12 marinas that 
were checked. That's a huge number, so let us give you a hint why. 
 Boats were found to be out of compliance because of misspellings  
made by offi cials in the US and Mexico; because hull identifi cation 
(HIN) numbers were painted over after many years; because AGACE 
offi cials who know nothing about boats didn't know where to look for 
various identifi cation numbers; and so forth.  
 We at Latitude 38 We at Latitude 38 We at , who have undoubtedly been the biggest pro-
moters of nautical tourism to Mexico for the last 30 years, aren't 
exempt. Our catamaran Profl igate was put in what's called 'Profl igate was put in what's called 'Profl igate embargo 
precautorio' (precautionary embargo) simply because we weren't on 
our boat when AGACE offi cials — backed by armed Marines — came 
through the marina checking paperwork. 
 Since we weren't around to show our paperwork, AGACE assumed 

nautical tourism suicide in mexico

If the Mexican government doesn't change course, 
many marinas could look this empty very soon.
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 Cruising has been a way of life for this 
writer for decades. Ever since my parents 
built a sailboat and took me cruising to 
Mexico during my junior year in high 
school, I've known that sailing would be 
a huge part of the rest of my life.
 This was in the mid-'80s, and on our 
way down the West Coast from Oregon, 
we stopped in the quaint little town of 
Sausalito for a much-needed break from 
offshore sailing. I fell in love and vowed 
to one day live in the little waterfront 

 For a dozen years Zihuatanejo Sailfest 
has served as both a fun-fi lled celebration 
for cruising sailors and a major educational 
fundraiser for disadvantaged kids from the 
surrounding hillside communities. More 
money is raised for charity via Z-Fest 
thanat any other sailing event in Mexico.
 Slated for February 4-9 this year, Z-Fest 
#13 will be an extra-special affair, as the 
event’s educational impact has earned 
Zihuatanejo certifi cation by the United 
Nations as a “Community of Peace” — 
the only city in all Latin America to be so 
honored. So if you’re sailing the coast, why 
not join in the fun and fundraising?

Recipients of Zihua-Fest aid play beach games.
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Profl igate was not in compliance with Mexican law, and thus she Profl igate was not in compliance with Mexican law, and thus she Profl igate
was put under precautionary embargo. When AGACE offi cials came 
around a week later, Doña de Mallorca was aboard and showed them 
the documents. Regardless, Profl igate is still on the embargo list.  Profl igate is still on the embargo list.  Profl igate
 Boats under precautionary embargo are not allowed to leave the 
dock, as they are considered to be like foreign merchandise on which 
duty hasn't been paid. There's just one problem with this. Most of the 
vessels in question are US-documented vessels, and it's our under-
standing that it's illegal to impede the transit of such vessels unless 
a crime was committed. We can't imagine that the US government 
will stand by with hands in pockets if 338 US boats, worth tens of 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

community. It was there we discovered 
a funky sailing magazine called Latitude 
38, and my world was never the same.
 Every time we came across a new (or 
new-to-us) copy of the rag, I'd fl ip through 
until I found the naked people, giggling as 
only a teenager can at gratuitous nudity. 
We hoarded our copies jealously, trad-
ing occasionally with other cruisers, but 
most often keeping them as outstanding 
substitutes for placemats.
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Cruisers show support through both cash and hard work. In addition to a yacht race, cruisers put on a parade with kids on board.
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Discovered rotting away, 'Kookaburra' has been restored 
to bristol condition by Bill Claussen and the Jock McClean.

millions of dollars, are illegally held for any period of time.  
 Surely, one would think, these minor problems could be cleared 
up quickly. Not so. At that meeting in Mexico City last month, AGACE 
gave no timetable for embargoed boats to be "liberated." But we've 
since learned that AGACE has up to four months, under their rules 
of operation, to assess the status of boats that have been seized. Con-
sequently, there are cruisers who can't move their boats, and there 
are foreign boat owners who won't be able to take visiting family and 
friends sailing over the holidays. The damage to Mexico's reputation 

Below, sisterships 'Curlew' and 'Kookaburra' snuggle close to-
gether. Above, both boats boast beautiful brightwork.

 Then, when we finally reached La 
Paz, we were delighted to discover that 
the very same irreverent magazine was 
hosting a little event dubbed the Sea of 
Cortez Race Week. I still harbor bitter 
resentment toward my parents for not 
allowing their 16-year-old daughter to 
go ashore unescorted at Isla Partida, but 
now (grudgingly) recognize their wisdom.
 Twenty years later, I not only found 
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 As if maintaining one almost-90-year-old wooden race boat weren't 
demanding enough, Bill Claussen has just launched the completely 
restored hull of his second Bird Boat, Cuckoo. 
 Bill, owner of Curlew and season champion in the Bird Class for Curlew and season champion in the Bird Class for Curlew
the past two years, divulges that his love of these old wood boats is 
in his blood. He grew up in Richmond and spent all his days in the 
harbor very close to KKMI where, in his spare time, he now works on 
Birds.
 “People think I’m absolutely nuts — I probably am — but I grew 
up on wood boats,” he laughs. “I learned to sail at the Richmond YC 
right there at the end of the channel. During college I worked at the 
old Richmond Boat Works which is now part of KKMI. As they say, 
‘things do come full circle’.”
 Built in 1929 at the Stone Boatyard in Alameda, Cuckoo sat com-Cuckoo sat com-Cuckoo
pletely rotted by June 2012 when Bill found her in a covered berth in 
the Richmond channel, where she’d been for years. Just how many 
years Bill has no idea, but he’d gotten wind of her from Bird afi cionado 
Jock McClean, yard manager at KKMI. Like Bill, Jock also grew up 
around Bird Boats and now has rebuilt quite a few of them 
 “It was a complete derelict but didn’t appear to be leaking, which 
was good, of course,” Bill explains. “We hauled it out back at KKMI and 
the growth hanging off the bottom was at least two feet. It had a lot of 
rotted holes in the topside and the deck — it was an absolute mess.”
 Undeterred, Bill and the guys at KKMI worked on Cuckoo for fi ve Cuckoo for fi ve Cuckoo
months straight before taking a break to turn attentions to Widgeon, 
yet another Bird that Bill has also been involved in restoring. 
 So what does it take to bring a Bird back to life? Clearly a lot of 
hard work and money, but no one's saying exactly 
how much. “The bulk of the cost has always been 
the hull reconstruction — frames, fl oor timbers and 
planking, then new cockpits/afterdeck,” reveals 
Jock. He cites the example of Kookaburra, which 
was launched this past year following a complete 
rebuild and recently won the 2012 Jessica Cup, 
her fi rst race since being rebuilt. 
 For Kookaburra he used an agent to fi nd a tree Kookaburra he used an agent to fi nd a tree Kookaburra
in Canada to fell and mill for the vertical planks 
— a 45-ft clear vertical grain Douglas fi r, free of 
knots, that had been cured in a pond for some time, 
picked, milled to a custom size, then shipped to 
KKMI where it sat for a month to stabilize. Planks 
were then cut from it for Kookaburra’s rebuild. Kookaburra’s rebuild. Kookaburra
 Not all Birds are reconstructed at that kind of 
expense but, nonetheless, wood boats are just a lot 
of work, insists Bill. “Fortunately the people at KKMI are very good. 
I’m just the grunt guy on these projects — I can tear things apart, 
tear off rails, sand and prep but they’re the real craftsmen."

continued on outside column of next sightings page

cuckoo crazy, perhapscuckoo crazy, perhapscuckoo

is growing by the day, right at the height of tourist season.  
 To say boat owners are pissed off would be an understatement. Both 
Canadians and Americans are already starting to call their govern-
ment representatives to protest. If you think marina owners, Mexico 
Tourism, and other business interests support this, you couldn't be 
more wrong. After all, it perpetuates the image of Mexico's being a 
scary place, where tourists and retirees can't feel safe or believe their 
assets are secure. 
 We hope this matter is resolved very quickly, as we don't think it 
accurately refl ects on Mexico or even the Mexican government as a 
whole. But the damage is building with each passing day.

— richard

'Curlew's newly rebuilt interior shows just how much work was 'Curlew's newly rebuilt interior shows just how much work was 'Curlew's newly rebuilt interior shows just how much work was 
put into her restoration, and how much care wood boats need.put into her restoration, and how much care wood boats need.put into her restoration, and how much care wood boats need.
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Bill Claussen.

myself living in idyllic Sausalito, but also 
on the editorial staff of what I continue to 
believe is the world's best sailing maga-
zine. How I got the job remains a bit of 
a mystery to me, but I've enjoyed every 
minute of it. It's been challenging, to be 
sure, but in every way, this has been my 
dream job. I've had the chance to meet 
some of the world's best sailors, and have 
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cuckoo — cont'dcuckoo — cont'dcuckoo

 Every West Coast sailor knows that you don't go cruising on the 
West Coast of the United States in the winter. It's too darn cold. Plus 
there usually isn't any wind — or there is way too much wind because 
a storm front is blowing through. So you go to Mexico, assuming you 
have the time and money. But since Mike and Deana Ruel of the 
Delaware-based Manta 40 R Sea Kat came to the West Coast from the R Sea Kat came to the West Coast from the R Sea Kat
East Coast via the Caribbean, the Galapagos and Alaska, we suppose 
they can be forgiven for not knowing any better than to cruise the 
Channel Islands during the winter.
 While out at the Channel Islands, the Ruels took some photos that, 
well, make winter cruising at the islands look pretty attractive. The 
photos were taken while they were doing research for their upcoming 
book on cruising the Channel Islands. Based on the quality of the 
photos, we can't wait to see the book, the publication date of which 
has yet to be determined. To really appreciate the photos, you need to 
view them in the online version of the magazine at www.latitude38.
com, as having them printed in newsprint fails to show the photos or 
the island in their glory.
 The spread photo is of R Sea Kat anchored at sunset. Many say R Sea Kat anchored at sunset. Many say R Sea Kat
that the winter sunsets in the Channel Islands are superior to the 
summer sunsets. We're one of the many.
 The other shot of the much-traveled R Sea Kat — which the Ruels R Sea Kat — which the Ruels R Sea Kat

report has served them very 
well, even in very rough sailing 
conditions — shows her framed 
by a cave and was taken at the 
Cuevo Valdez anchorage at 
Santa Cruz Island, which has 
room for three to fi ve boats. 
It's not to be confused with 
the nearby Painted Cave, one 
of the prime Santa Cruz Island 
attractions. The entrance to 
Painted Cave is 130 feet high, 
and its four chambers go a col-
lective 1,227 feet deep, making 

it one of the largest caves in the world. The inner chamber is home 
to countless sea lions. As you approach, they let you know they are 
there. Ear plugs are recommended.
 The photo of Deana Ruel in a kelp forest was taken at the west 
end of Catalina Island. Note that she is wearing a wetsuit. Winter or 
summer, wetsuits are a must when diving off Catalina. 
 The above photo was taken at the Little Harbor Campground on the 
much-less-visited backside of Catalina. "It's one of the most beautiful 
sites on the island," says Mike, "as there is good swimming, diving, 

cruising california in the winter

Cuckoo ended up being a complete rebuild with new frames, plank-Cuckoo ended up being a complete rebuild with new frames, plank-Cuckoo
ing, deck, rails, cockpit and hardware. She’s now the fi fth Bird to come 
out of the Bird’s Nest — the shed at KKMI where Bird restoration work 
is performed — with a new lease on life. This should bring the local 
fl eet on the start line for racing next season to eight.
 And there are more to come, says Jock. He knows of fi ve other Birds 
currently undergoing reconstruction: Teal, Puffi n, Meadowlark, Hum-
mingbird and Kittiwake, as well as one other — Swallow — currently Swallow — currently Swallow
languishing in Sausalito. “For anyone interested, Swallow’s the last of 
the Madden & Lewis builds and is in real need of a savior,” he adds. 
 This resurgence of the Bird fl eet thrills Bill. “It’s exciting for me. 
This year, the level of racing has gone way up. Competition is really 
tight and the speeds are all pretty close so it's very tactical.” 

— michelle slade

The Little Harbor Campground on Catalina Island.

'R Sea Kat' as seen from a cave on Santa Cruz Island.'R Sea Kat' as seen from a cave on Santa Cruz Island.'R Sea Kat' as seen from a cave on Santa Cruz Island.

developed wonderful friendships in one of 
the most tight-knit sailing communities 
in the country. I only hope that I've con-
tributed a tiny fraction of what I've gained 
by being a part of that community.
 Eight years is a long time to sit in 
one place when you're a devoted cruiser, 
though, and the time has come for my 
husband Rob Tryon and I to continue the 
cruise we started in 2003. We'll spend the 
rest of the winter adjusting back to the 
cruising lifestyle while fi nishing projects 
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— cont'd
surfi ng and hiking. It was like a private oasis with potable water and 
magnifi cent date palms. Incredible!" Well, there was one downside. 
The water coming out of the outdoor showers was, "Brrrrrrrrrr."
 As the Ruels' photos prove, West Coast sailors don't have to go 
all the way to Mexico in order to cruise in the winter. What's more, 
LaDonna Bubak, who just retired from Latitude, and her husband 
Rob have headed up the Delta where they will spend the remainder of 
the winter aboard their Wauquiez Centurion 47 Gazelle. When warm 
weather-loving us expressed horror at the very thought, LaDonna 
responded, "We did a winter in the Delta a few years back and loved 
it." So there you go.

— richard

Diving in the Channel Islands is a memorable and chilly experience.

on our Wauquiez Centurion 47 Gazelle. 
Sometime this spring, we'll start picking 
our way down the coast, spending the 
summer in the Channel Islands — and 
no doubt participating in the SoCal Ta-Ta 
— before crossing into Mexico after hur-
ricane season. From there, who knows, 
but we'll keep Latitude readers up-to-date 
with occasional reports in Changes. 
 Thank you all for the fantastic ride, and 
I hope to see you out there!

— ladonna bubak, former editor
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