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Sticky Note
Welcome to the January 2012 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: The colorful six-boat fleet of the Volvo Ocean Race left Cape Town last month bound for a highly confidential port of call.

Photo: Ian Roman/Volvo Ocean Race



510-865-1200
Leasing Office Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com
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•	Prime	deep	water	concrete	slips
	 in	a	variety	of	sizes
•	Great	Estuary	location	at	the	heart
	 of	the	beautiful	Alameda	Island
•	Complete	bathroom	and	shower
	 facility,	heated	and	tiled
•	FREE	pump	out	station	open	24/7
•	Full	Service	Marine	Center	and
	 haul	out	facility
•	Free	parking
•	Free	WiFi	on	site!
•	And	much	more…

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 

TENANTS

Blue	Pelican	Marine	................... 139

Boat	Yard	at	Grand	Marina,	The	.. 23

Marchal	Sailmakers	................... 139

New	Era	Yachts	.......................... 144

Pacific	Crest	Canvas	..................... 30

Pacific	Yacht	Imports	.......................

UK-Halsey	Sailmakers	.....................

GRAND MARINA. FULL SERVICE.
We’re	more	than	just	a	first-class	marina.	At	Grand	Marina,	you’ll	get	any	boat	service	or	repair	on the spot,	by	
craftsmen	we	can	highly	recommend.	Why	spend	your	leisure	time	transporting	your	boat
away	from	her	home?	Come	by	and	check	us	out,	then	check	our	rates.	See	you	soon.
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Berke
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has b
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heele
r just 

for m
ultihulls.

Wings, B
ill C

ook’s F
-24 trim

aran
, won 

all t
hree 

race
s on Saturday to win the 

Nimitz C
up, beati

ng the fa
ster

 and lon-

ger F
-31 tri

maran
s. 

Wings is
 powered

 by Pineap
ples, 

with 

a C
arbon square-

top mainsail 
built th

is 
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r an

d a C
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ib built in

 

2009. A new Pineap
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be done in
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OOD Regatta

 

this m
onth.

Want yo
ur boat t

o wing its 
way to more 

speed
 and improve

d perfo
rmance?

 Give 

us a 
call!

 We ca
n (an

d will) h
elp.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weath
er g

ear,
 Dubarry

 footwear 
and Head

foil 2
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in need

 of re
pair m

ay be dropped off a
t:

West 
Marin
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r Richmond; 

or Sven
dsen

’s in
 Alam

eda.
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Got a great re
gatta 

coming? Just W
ing it!

Wings*

We are pleased to 

welcome back sailmaker 

Don Teakell to the talented 

staff at Pineapple Sails.
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We are pleased to 

welcome back sailmaker 
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Tom and Lori Jeremiason are off cruising.  

Startin
g with the Baja Ha-Ha to Mexico, their 

dream is now a reality. 
Or more to the point, 

their dream became a plan which became a 

reality.

They have the boat, Camelot, a C
atalin

a 42.  

According to Wikipedia, "C
amelot, located no 

where in particular, can be anywhere."  

Tom and Lori came to Pineapple Sails fo
r 

their stu
nning cruising spinnaker, knowing 

that for great cruising you need great sai
ls.  

And a well-built, carefully designed cruising 

spinnaker is n
ecessary

 for a great cruising 

experience. Miles and miles and days and 

days of reaching in moderate breezes are 

part of the plan: every cruiser's plan. And 

nothing reaches better than a perfectly de-

signed cruising spinnaker.

With a Pineapple cruising spinnaker, the path 

to “nowhere in particular” c
an only be better.

Give us a call for that perfect sail 
for your 

boat. Built rig
ht here in Alameda.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear an
d Headfoil 2

Sails in
 need of repair m

ay be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; 

or Svendsen’s in Alameda.
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Welcome to Camelot

Camelot*
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Tom and Lori Jeremiason are off cruising.  

Startin
g with the Baja Ha-Ha to Mexico, their 

dream is now a reality. 
Or more to the point, 

their dream became a plan which became a 

reality.

They have the boat, Camelot, a C
atalin

a 42.  

According to Wikipedia, "C
amelot, located no 

where in particular, can be anywhere."  

Tom and Lori came to Pineapple Sails fo
r 

their stu
nning cruising spinnaker, knowing 

that for great cruising you need great sai
ls.  

And a well-built, carefully designed cruising 

spinnaker is n
ecessary

 for a great cruising 

experience. Miles and miles and days and 

days of reaching in moderate breezes are 

part of the plan: every cruiser's plan. And 

nothing reaches better than a perfectly de-

signed cruising spinnaker.

With a Pineapple cruising spinnaker, the path 

to “nowhere in particular” c
an only be better.

Give us a call for that perfect sail 
for your 

boat. Built rig
ht here in Alameda.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear an
d Headfoil 2

Sails in
 need of repair m

ay be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; 

or Svendsen’s in Alameda.

p
h

o
to

 c
o

u
r

te
s

y
 t

h
e

 j
e

r
e

m
ia

s
o

n
s

Welcome to Camelot

Camelot* YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.
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Golden Moon*

Express 37 Golden Moon won her one 

design class in September’s Rolex Big Boat 

Series.  And that makes it three years in 

a row. The very fact her picture is on this 

page lets you know she was using Pineapple 

Sails. What did she have that the rest of the 

fleet didn’t have? Golden Moon had height 

and speed up the wind. Enough to win the 

class with seven points to spare.

In the interest of full disclosure, Golden 

Moon is a partnership between Kame Rich-

ards and Bill Bridge. They met as college 

roommates at Cal in the late ‘60s. The crew 

used the very same sails this year that they 

won with last year. The very same sails that 

did every one of the Express 37 One Design 

races in YRA this year. The sails are made 

of GPL Carbon, the most durable high per-

formance material availab
le.

Developing great shapes and durable struc-

tures is what we do. You may not need or 

want carbon, but we can help you select the 

correct material for your application. We will 

take care of the shape… That and the prom-

ise of excellent service set us apart.

Give us a call for a quote. We’ll do what’s 

best for you and your boat.

*Powered by Pineapples
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at: West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

We’ve Got Them Coming and Going
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California Condor*

Buzz Blackett’s Antrim-designed Class 40, California Condor, won this Spring’s Crewed Farallones Race. 
The 58-mile race combined a breezy beat from San Francisco to the Farallon Islands and varying condi-
tions for the reach back to the finish.

The California Condor, the bird not the boat, has the largest wing span of any bird in North America. The 
head of the mainsail on California Condor, the boat not the bird, measures 11-ft across. The crew reefed the 
sail for the windy upwind part of the race, then shook the reef, shifting gears to fly to the finish with the 
full main and “all purpose” Airx asymmetric spinnaker.

California Condor’s entire sail inventory is from Pineapple Sails, designed and built at our Alameda loft. 
Each sail was carefully crafted to fit this fast and complex boat - and Buzz’s plan for racing her.

Race or cruise, since 1973 we’ve been committed to building only the highest quality sails. So give us a call.
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at: West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.
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California Condor*

Buzz Blackett’s Antrim-designed Class 40, California Condor, won this Spring’s Crewed Farallones Race. 
The 58-mile race combined a breezy beat from San Francisco to the Farallon Islands and varying condi-
tions for the reach back to the finish.

The California Condor, the bird not the boat, has the largest wing span of any bird in North America. The 
head of the mainsail on California Condor, the boat not the bird, measures 11-ft across. The crew reefed the 
sail for the windy upwind part of the race, then shook the reef, shifting gears to fly to the finish with the 
full main and “all purpose” Airx asymmetric spinnaker.

California Condor’s entire sail inventory is from Pineapple Sails, designed and built at our Alameda loft. 
Each sail was carefully crafted to fit this fast and complex boat - and Buzz’s plan for racing her.

Race or cruise, since 1973 we’ve been committed to building only the highest quality sails. So give us a call.
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at: West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Singlehanded – Singular Results
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Humdinger*
Well, you heard it here second. As covered in last month’s Racing Sheet, Larry Olsen’s Greene 

35 trimaran, Humdinger, won this year’s challenging Singlehanded Farallones race – first on 

elapsed time and also on corrected time.
Humdinger is fully “Powered by Pineapples,” with a full-battened carbon main, a carbon jib and 

new Screecher. Larry came to Pineapple Sails for the sailmaker that he could count on to design 

and build the best sails for his unique boat.
Lilith, Tim Knowles’ Wyliecat 39, came in first in class and third overall in the 58-mile race. Lilith 

is also “Powered by Pineapples.”So, if you need a humdinger of a mainsail, we build those. …if you need a humdinger of a jib, we 

do those, too. …and if you need a humdinger of a spinnaker, give us a call.

Our sails are carefully designed and constructed here in Alameda. Stop by or give us a call for a 

quote on new sails for your boat.
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at: West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Singlehanded – Singular Results
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Humdinger*
Well, you heard it here second. As covered in last month’s Racing Sheet, Larry Olsen’s Greene 

35 trimaran, Humdinger, won this year’s challenging Singlehanded Farallones race – first on 

elapsed time and also on corrected time.
Humdinger is fully “Powered by Pineapples,” with a full-battened carbon main, a carbon jib and 

new Screecher. Larry came to Pineapple Sails for the sailmaker that he could count on to design 

and build the best sails for his unique boat.
Lilith, Tim Knowles’ Wyliecat 39, came in first in class and third overall in the 58-mile race. Lilith 

is also “Powered by Pineapples.”So, if you need a humdinger of a mainsail, we build those. …if you need a humdinger of a jib, we 

do those, too. …and if you need a humdinger of a spinnaker, give us a call.

Our sails are carefully designed and constructed here in Alameda. Stop by or give us a call for a 

quote on new sails for your boat.
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It’s Spring. The midwinters are over. We  

anticipate an end to all that rain.

And launching the 2011 racing season for 

many is Richmond Yacht Club’s Big Daddy 

Regatta. With over 90 boats racing on the 

Saturday of the regatta in a series of three 

races for each division, this popular event 

draws both one design and handicap racers.

Erik Menzel’s Wylie Wabbit, Bad Hare Day, 

won the Wabbit one design division, sporting 

a new Flex® jib from Pineapple Sails.

Gordie Nash’s Arcadia won PHRF division G, 

and Kame Richards and Bill Bridge beat out 

the rest of the Express 37 fleet on Golden 

Moon — both boats also Powered by  

Pineapples.
When the sailing is great, great sails make 

it that much better. Race or cruise, we at 

Pineapple Sails work hard to design and build 

only the best.Give us a call, stop by our Alameda sail loft, 

or visit our booth at this month’s boat show 

for a quote on great sails for your boat.
YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; 

or Svendsen’s in Alameda.
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A Really Good Day.

Bad Hare Day*
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YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
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And launching the 2011 racing season for 

many is Richmond Yacht Club’s Big Daddy 

Regatta. With over 90 boats racing on the 

Saturday of the regatta in a series of three 

races for each division, this popular event 

draws both one design and handicap racers.
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A Really Good Day.

Bad Hare Day*

Play Your Cards Right!

*Powered by Pineapples

Last season brought successes in spades to Pineapple powered boats.
Racers and cruisers alike found that dealing with 

Pineapple Sails brings results: sails that perform and endure.

This season offers new opportunities for mastering the many 
techniques of sailing. New Pineapple sails and the advice and 

service that go with them stack the deck in your favor.

Don't gamble. Give us a call today.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at
West Marine in Oakland or Alameda.
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Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda or Richmond;

or Svendsen's in Alameda.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Sophie*

Dan Holden, owner of the Norseman 447, 

Sophie, describes himself as “a recovering 

racer on about step two.”

In late 2008, Dan went looking for a sailmaker 

to design and build the sails he wanted for 

cruising Sophie. Dan selected Pineapple Sails 

and we went to his boat for detailed measure-

ments, in order to build a 140% genoa, and in 

the process solved a problem with this furling 

system. A year later, Dan ordered a working jib. 

With this sail, Pineapple took the time to work 

on sail track locations for the optimum sheet-

ing angles for Sophie. 

Last month, with the Baja Ha-Ha coming up, 

Dan ordered a Spectra  mainsail from Pineapple 

Sails. To quote Dan, “It would have been a 

shame to leave with the tired old main.” Al-

though the Ha-Ha is a rally, not a race, Sophie 

“won” the Jalapeño Division.

All three of Sophie’s Pineapple Sails are made 

of Dimension-Polyant’s woven Spectra, “Hydra-

net.” We have built numerous Hydranet cruising 

sails over the years – and have never replaced 

one of them. For long-range cruising and the 

best sails money can buy, give us a call. We 

pride ourselves on providing the best materi-

als, the best workmanship and the best service 

available.Dan agrees – he wrote this ad, after all.

*Powered by Pineapples

★Happy 
Holidays

from all of us 

at Pineapple Sails. 

We’ll be closed from 

Sat., Dec. 24, through 

Mon., Jan. 2.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:

West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Cover: The colorful six-boat fleet of the Volvo Ocean Race left
Cape Town last month bound for a highly confidential port of call.

Photo: Ian Roman/Volvo Ocean Race

Copyright 2012 Latitude 38 Publishing, LLC
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy 
Suite #101 

Alameda, CA 
p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

BENETEAU    ISLAND PACKET    ALERION    SWIFT TRAWLER    BROKERAGE

Beneteau 2012 – Move into the future with the 
world's leader in quality, innovation and value.

Get on board with Beneteau and experience the newest in hull de-
signs, the latest technology in boat systems and electronics, and a 
new level of comfort and style unlike any other manufacturer. While 
other manufacturers are cutting back and providing the same old 
thing, Beneteau is taking the lead in innovative boat technologies, 
designs and production to bring you the most advanced, inventive 
and practical products on the market today.

SAIL
54' Moody 2001 $633,000
47' Beneteau 473 2005 279,000
47' Vagabond 1983 185,000
45' Island Packet 1998 235,000
44' Norseman 447 1984 225,000
44' Spencer S-1330 1976 111,000
41' Dehler DS 1998 169,900
41' Tartan 4100 1996 215,000
40' Beneteau 2009 209,000
40' Beneteau 2008 185,000
39' Cal Mk II 1980 57,000
39' Beneteau 393 2006 145,000
38' Ericson 1988 69,000
38' Island Packet 380 1999 227,000
38'  Island Packet 38 1993 135,000
37' Pacific Seacraft 1984 129,000
37' Island Packet 370 2004 298,000
36' Beneteau First 36s7 1998 93,600
36' Beneteau 361 2000 99,500
36' Hunter 2004 110,000
36' Pearson II 1985 57,900
36' Islander 1977 49,500
36' CS sloop 1988 62,000
34' Catalina 1986 44,900
34' Tiffany Jayne 1982 29,000
33' Hunter 33.5 1992 40,000
33' Hunter 33 2005 89,000
33' Yamaha 1978 25,000
32' Westsail 1976 64,400
32' J/32 1997 87,500
30' Beneteau 305 1988 35,000
28' Alerion Express 2008 115,000
28' Alerion Express 2002 87,500
24' Corsair 750, trlr, AirDock 2008 55,000
POWER
61' Mikelson SFPH 2001 990,000
53' Navigator CPMY 1998 259,000
42' California 1987 99,500
38' Pearson True North 2007 327,500
29' Shamrock 2001 120,000

38' Island Packet, 1993  $135,000

39' Beneteau 393, 2006  $145,000

44' Spencer S-1330, 1976  $111,000

Queen of the 
Paris Boat Show!

15 months ago, the introduction 
of the new Sense range gave 
rise to a small revolution in the 
world of cruising monohulls. Its 
success widely exceeded all ex-
pectations, and the creation of 
the new 55-ft Sense, shown at 
the Nautic boat show in Paris, 
promises to satisfy the appetites 
of those who look enviously at su-

per yachts. This new dream cruiser 
provides an astonishing variety of 
the attributes you would find on 
the large luxury yachts.  

Special Introductory Pricing 
on this exquisite yacht.

Oceanis 41Sense 43

First 30 Oceanis 45

NEW 
FOR 
2012

Open Boat Weekend
January 14-15

JANUARY CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

SELECT
BROKERAGE

GET RESULTS –
LIST WITH US!



o	eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

o	Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
 Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

o	Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.) 

o	Third Class Renewal    o	First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

o	Gift Subscription 

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City State Zip

o	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

o	Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS       o	Current issue = $6 ea.

o	Back Issues = $7 ea.    MONTH/YEAR: _____________________________________

o	MASTERCARD o	vISA o	AMERICAN ExPRESS

Number: _____________________________ Exp.:  _______ csv: ______

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

You can
now Go To 

www.latitude38.com 
To PaY FoR YouR 

SubScRiPTion
online

Phone: (       ) Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor ............Richard Spindler .............richard@latitude38.com ..........ext. 111 
Associate Publisher................John Arndt ......................john@latitude38.com ..............ext. 108
Managing Editor ....................Andy Turpin ....................andy@latitude38.com .............ext. 112 
Editor .....................................LaDonna Bubak ..............ladonna@latitude38.com .........ext. 109 
Racing Editor .........................Rob Grant .......................rob@latitude38.com ................ext. 105 
Contributing Editors ...............John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales ...................John Arndt ......................john@latitude38.com ..............ext. 108 
Advertising Sales ...................Mike Zwiebach ...............mikez@latitude38.com ............ext. 107
General Manager ...................Colleen Levine ................colleen@latitude38.com ..........ext. 102 
Production/Web .....................Christine Weaver ............chris@latitude38.com .............ext. 103 
Production/Photos ..................Annie Bates-Winship ......annie@latitude38.com ............ext. 106
Bookkeeping ..........................Penny Clayton.................penny@latitude38.com............ext. 101

Directions to our office ...................................................................................................press 4 
Subscriptions ..............................................................................................................press 1,4 
Classifieds .............................class@latitude38.com ..................................................press 1,1 
Distribution ............................distribution@latitude38.com .........................................press 1,5 
Editorial .................................editorial@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,6 
Calendar ................................calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email ............................general@latitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
15 Locust Avenue, Mill valley, CA 94941 
Ph: (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

Card to
read from:

NOTE: FPO/APO (military), Canada, Mexico, and subscriptions going to
a correctional facility are first class only. Sorry, no foreign subscriptions.
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Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167

Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com

Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance 
Programs Provide:

 • Crew of two anywhere

  • Worldwide Navigation

   • Hawaii

    • Caribbean

     • South Pacific

      • Mexico

       • Charter Boats

        • Multihulls

         • Liveaboards

          • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance 
covers more active cruising 
boats than any other marine 

agency in the Western 
Hemisphere, and is the 

leading innovator of 
insurance products for 

the offshore sailor.

BLUE WATER 
YACHT INSURANCE



Marina del Rey
(310) 822-9400

Sausalito
(415) 332-3181

Oxnard
(805) 791-2082

Alameda
(510) 521-1327

San Diego
(619) 681-0633

Newport Beach
(949) 650-7245

Exclusive Dealer for Jeanneau, Hunter and Caliber Yachts
See over 100 new and used yacht listings at www.CruisingYachts.net

See the NEW 2012 Jeanneau 409 now at our docks in Sausalito!
California’s largest used yacht broker with 6 waterfront locations.

Exclusive Dealer for Jeanneau, Hunter and Caliber Yachts

JANUARY SPECIAL
2012 HUNTER e33

BIG INTRODUCTORY 
DISCOUNT!

2012 HUNTER e33
Boat of  the Year Award Winner!

2011 JEANNEAU 42 DS
A Rare, Timeless Elegance

2007 JEANNEAU 39I
Offered at $178,750

2005 BENETEAU 373
Now Asking $129,000

2005 JEANNEAU 49
Asking $299,000

1979 AMEL MARU 46 
New Listing $168,900

2004 HUNTER 36
Clean! Asking $99K

2011 HUNTER 50 AC
 SAVE $122,000

2007 HUNTER 44 DS
Reduced $214,500

2007 JEANNEAU 42DS
Now Asking $229,900

1994 HUNTER 29.5
Asking $32,450

2000 JEANNEAU 40
Reduced $134,000

‘87 FAIRWEATHER 39 
Asking $115,000

Only

1 L
eft!

2006 JEANNEAU 49DS 
Asking $359,500
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CALENDAR

Non-Race
  Jan. 1 — Make it your New Year's resolution to sail every 
week in 2012.
 Jan. 1 — 'Round the Island circumnavigation of Alameda. 
Starts at Island YC, then on to Aeolian and Ballena Bay YCs, 
finishing at Encinal YC. Info, IslandYCEvents@yahoo.com.
 Jan. 1-29 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.
 Jan. 4 — Advanced Racing Tactics Seminar by two-time 
AC winner Peter Isler at California YC in Marina del Rey, 6:30 
p.m. $10 donation requested. Sponsored by South Bay Yacht 
Racing Club. Info, grrutter@gmail.com.
 Jan. 4-25 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker 
each Wednesday for about $20. All YCs' members welcome. 
More info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.
 Jan. 5 — Club Nautique's Winter Seminar Series continues 
with 'Pirates & the Cruising Sailor' by Nancy Erley in Alameda, 
6-8 p.m. Seminars run at the same time at alternating loca-
tions (A=Alameda, S=Sausalito). $10 members/$15 non-
members. 1/19: 'Charter Cruising in Croatia' by Rod Witel 
(S); 2/2: 'Racing Tactics, Tips & Tricks' by Kame Richards 
(A); 2/11: An Evening with Jim DeWitt (S); 3/1: 'Overboard 
Recovery' by Joe Brandt (A); 3/15: TBA. Info, (510) 865-4700 
or www.clubnautique.net.
 Jan. 6 — Kame Richards will speak on 'Sails, Sail Handling 
& General Techniques for Cruising Sailors' at Berkeley YC, 
8 p.m. Free, dinner & drinks available earlier. Info, www.
berkeleyyc.org.
 Jan. 8 — Sail under a full moon on Sunday night.
 Jan. 11-14 — US Sailing National Sailing Programs Sym-
posium in Long Beach, $200. Perfect for sailing programs that 
want to upgrade their quality. Info, http://training.ussailing.
org/ProgramMgmt/NSPS.htm or (401) 683-0800.
 Jan. 11-15 — 52nd Annual Portland Boat Show at the 
Expo Center. Info, www.otshows.com.
 Jan. 12 — Single sailors of all skill levels are invited to the 
Single Sailors Association monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC, 
7:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 233-1064.
 Jan. 18 — Singlehanded TransPac race seminar #4: Sail 
Selection & Repair by Pineapple Sail's Kame Richards at 
Oakland YC, 7 p.m. All seminars are free and open to the 
public. For more about the race or future seminars, go to 
www.sfbaysss.org.
 Jan. 21 — Free rigging seminar at Hansen Rigging in 
Alameda, 12-2 p.m. RSVP to hansenrig@sbcglobal.net or (510) 
521-7027.
 Jan. 21 — Whalefest Monterey celebrates whales, on 
Monterey's waterfront, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Info, www.
montereywharf.com.
 Jan. 26-29 — San Diego Sunroad Boat Show at Sunroad 
Resort Marina, on the east end of Harbor Island, Info, www.
bigbayboatshow.com.
 Jan. 27-Feb. 5 — Seattle Boat Show Indoors + Afloat at 
Centurylink Field Event Center and South Lake Union. The 
largest boat show on the West Coast. Visit www.seattleboat 
show.com for more info.
 Jan. 28 — El Salvador Rally seminar at Shelter Island West 
Marine in San Diego, 2 p.m. Free. Info, (619) 225-8844.
 Jan. 29 — Pacific Cup Race Offshore Academy #3, part 
of a series of seminars leading up to next summer's race, at 
Berkeley YC, 12-5 p.m. Learn about nav systems, spares & 
repairs, provisioning, and personal care. Open to all. $20 ($18 
for PCYC members). Info, www.pacificcup.org/seminars.
 Feb. 4 — 23rd Annual Women's Sailing Convention at 
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The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

Two piece unit

For both power and sail

Now available for
sail drive systems.

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

Gori
propeller

• For shafts and saildrives

• Both 2 & 3 blade available

• Lowest drag when sailing

• The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!

800-801-8922

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

3-Blade



1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

2801 West Coast Hwy
Newport Beach, CA 92663

(949) 610-7190

New Catalina Yachts in Stock
Catalina 445, 2010  BIG DISCOUNTS!
Catalina 355, 2011  AT OUR DOCKS NOW!
Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470, 2006 ....................NEW LISTING! $329,500
Catalina 470, 1999 ..............................................230,000
Catalina 400 MkII, 2001 .......................................159,000
Catalina 400, 1995 ......................NEW LISTING! 160,000
Catalina 36 MkII, 2002 .................NEW LISTING! 114,000
Catalina 36 MkII, 2001 ...........................................98,500
Catalina 36 Tall Rig, 1985 ......................................51,000
Catalina 350, 2005 ..............................................134,000
Catalina 34, 1989 ..........................NEW LISTING! 49,300

Catalina 30, 1984 ..........................NEW LISTING! 29,000
Catalina 250, 1997 ........................NEW LISTING! 15,000
Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks
Hans Christian 43, 1989 ....................................$133,000
Moody 42 DS, 2001 .............................................250,000
Hunter 41 DS, 2005 .............................................185,000
C&C 41, 1984 ........................................................59,000
Beneteau Oceanis 373, 2005 ...............................137,000
C&C 38, 1979 ........................................................49,250
Hunter 37 Legend ..................................................55,500
Hunter 310, 2007 ..................................................79,900
Corsair 24-750, 2006  TRAILERABLE TRImARAN! 39,950
New Ranger Tugs in Stock (base price) 
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ....................DISCOUNTS! $229,937

Ranger 27 Tug, 2011 ......................DISCOUNTS! 159,937
Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2011 ................NEW LISTING! 49,937
New Cutwater Boats in Stock 
Cutwater 28, 2012 ..................AT OUR NEWPORT OFFICE
Cutwater 26, 2012 ..................AT OUR NEWPORT OFFICE
Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 ......LET'S mAKE A DEAL! $125,900
Ranger 25 Tug, 2008 ...........................................110,000
Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2010 ........................................45,000
Preowned Power Yachts
Tiara 4300 Sovran, 2008 ...................................$475,000
Regal 19 Bowrider, 2008................... FAST & FUN 21,950
Carver 35 Super Sport, 2006 .......NEW LISTING! 149,900
Chaparral 310 Signature, 2006 ......NEW LISTING! 89,900

From San Diego, CA
Call

(619) 523-6730

BOATS ARE SELLING  •  LIST WITH US  •  OvER 51 BOATS SOLd IN 2011!

Made in 
the USA

COME WALK OUR DOCKS! OPEN BOAT WEEKEND JANUARY 13-14

If your New Year's resolution is to buy or sell a boat, come on over to Farallone! We 
have a harbor full of quality pre-owned boats to browse, and with our average inventory 
turn of 160 days, we're beating the industry standard of 303 days with steady brokerage
sales. Plus, we're proud to represent four of the finest brands in boating today, and 
they're all Made in America. Check out www.faralloneyachts.com to learn more, or
better yet, stop by and see us.

H a p p y  N e w  Ye a r  f r o m
F A R A L L O N E  Y A C H T  S A L E S

YACHTS

PHOTO BY: JOHN HAGY



CALENDAR

Bahia Corinthian YC in Corona del Mar, $175. Info, www.
scya.org.
 Feb. 4 & 5 — Baja Ha-Ha Assistant Poobah 'Banjo Andy' 
Turpin will present Ha-Ha and Pacific Puddle Jump seminars 
back-to-back on both days at the Seattle Boat Show. See 
www.seattleboatshow.com for times.
 Feb. 11 — North U. Trim Seminar in Marina del Rey at Del 
Rey YC, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. $85-115. Info, www.northu.com.
 Feb. 13-20 — Lake Havasu Pocket Cruiser Rendezvous. A 
great excuse to get your trailer sailer on the water, plus you'll 
sail under the London Bridge! Info, www.sailhavasu.com.
 Mar. 7 — In-the-water liferaft training class by Sal's In-
flatables, 3:30-5 p.m. at Golden Gate YC, just before the Crew 
List Party. $39. Reservations and info, (510) 522-1824.
 Mar. 7 — Latitude 38's Spring Crew List Party at Golden 
Gate YC, 6-9 p.m. It's early in the season so you can set up 
your crew sooner. $5 for anyone 25 and under (with ID)! Only 
$7 for the rest of us. See www.latitude38.com for details.

Racing
 Jan. 1 — Master Mariners New Year's Day Race and Chili 
Potluck at Pt. San Pablo YC in Pt. Richmond. Info, (415) 364-
1656 or www.mastermariners.org.
 Jan. 1 — Frostbite Regatta on Lake Yosemite. LYSA, 
www.lakeyosemitesailing.org.
 Jan. 7 — Brrrr Rabbit. CPYC, regatta@cpyc.com.
 Jan. 14 — Richmond YC Little Daddy Regatta. Big Daddy 
will follow in March. Info, www.richmondyc.org.
 Jan. 15-20 — 25th Annual Key West Race Week by Quan-
tum, the best regatta in the country. Info, www.premiere-
racing.com.
 Jan. 21— Jack Frost Bite Series #3. Benicia YC, www.
beniciayachtclub.com.
 Jan. 22 — Frostbite Series. Elkhorn YC, www.elkhornyc.
com.
 Jan. 28 — Small Boat Winter Series #1. Info, www.encinal.
org.
 Jan. 28 — Three Bridge Fiasco, one of the oddest and most 
entertaining races ever invented, and the first SSS event of 
the season. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
 Feb. 4 — Double Up & Back. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
 Feb 11-12 — Londerville Cup, HMBYC, www.hmbyc.org.

 Midwinter Regattas
 BERKELEY YC — Midwinters: 1/14-15, 2/11-12. Chowder 
Races: Sundays through March except when it conflicts with 
above. Bobbi, (925) 939-9885 or bobbi@jfcbat.com.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. 
Info, racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
 CORINTHIAN YC — Midwinters: 1/21-22, 2/18-19. Mi-
chael, racing@cyc.org.
 ENCINAL YC — Jack Frost Series: 1/21, 2/25, 3/24. Info, 
rearcommodore@encinal.org.
 GOLDEN GATE YC — Manuel Fagundes Seaweed Soup 
Series: 1/7, 2/4, 3/3. Gary, (916) 363-4566 or grsalvo@pac-
bell.net
 HALF MOON BAY YC — Midwinters: 1/22, 2/26, 3/18. 
Info, www.hmbyc.org.
 ISLAND YC — Estuary Midwinters: 1/8, 2/12, 3/11. John, 
(510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.
 LAKE MERRITT SC — Robinson Memorial Midwinters: 
1/8, 2/11, 3/11. Vickie, (510) 236-8098.
 OAKLAND YC — Sunday Brunch Series: 1/15, 1/29, 2/5, 
2/19, 3/4. John, (510) 366-1476 or j_tuma@comcast.net
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•	 New	Racing	&	Cruising	Sails
•	 Sail	&	Canvas	Repair
•	 Roller	Furling	Conversions	&	Sun	Covers
•	 New	Custom	Canvas

(510) 523-4388
1801-D Clement Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

At Alameda Marina
sales@hoginsails.com • www.hoginsails.com
M-F 8:30-5 • Saturday by appointment only

Bring your sails in for a 
complimentary evaluation

At Hogin Sails we pride ourselves on working 
with our customers and their boats to design and 
manufacture the sails you need. With 35 years of 
sailing experience and more than 20 years in the 
sailmaking businesss, our sail designer will help 
you increase your boat speed and efficiency with 
a new Hogin Sail.

Winter Discounts Start NOW!



San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969 ~ celebrating our 42nd year!

YACHTSA N D    
T H ECITY
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Sea Ray 390, 1985 

45-ft San Francisco Berth

40' Cape Dory Explorer, 1993

$229,000

PLEASE VISIT our FuEL Dock AT GAShouSE coVE mArInA • oPEn 7 DAyS A wEEk • 9Am To 5Pm

10 mArInA BLVD. • SAn FrAncISco, cA  94123
Toll Free: (877) 444-5091 • (415) 567-8880 • FAX (415) 567-6725 

email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com

45' Spaulding Sloop, 1961

$79,000

34' Legacy, 2003 

$270,000

36' Catalina MkII, 2002 

$112,000

30' Albin Ballad, 1978

$25,000

30' Cape Dory Cutter, 1982

$45,000

Westsail 32, 1977

$62,500

REDUCED

Happy New Year!

Beneteau 370, 1991

$65,000

PENDING



CALENDAR

 REGATTAPRO — Midwinters: 1/14, 2/11. Jeff, (415) 595-
8364 or jzarwell@regattapro.com.
 RICHMOND YC — Small Boat Midwinters: 1/8, 2/5, 3/4. 
Opti Midwinters: 1/7, 2/4, 3/3. Bob, bbranstad@gmail.com.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Midwinters: 1/21, 2/18, 3/17. Info, 
(831) 425-0690.
 SAUSALITO YC — Sunday Midwinters: 1/8, 2/5, 3/4. Dave 
Borton, (415) 302-7084 or race@sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Winter Series: 1/21, 2/11, 3/17. Red-
wood Cup: 1/15, 2/5, 3/11. Info, www.sequoiayc.org.
 SOUTH BEACH YC — Island Fever Midwinters: 1/21, 
2/18, 3/17. Info, www.southbeachyc.org.
 TIBURON YC — Midwinters: 1/21, 2/11, 3/10. Rob, race@
tyc.org.
 VALLEJO YC — Tiny Robbins Midwinters: 1/6, 2/4. Info, 
www.vyc.org or (707) 643-1254.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill 
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.  
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date/day slack max slack max 
12/31Sat 0003 0306/2.7F 0619 0901/2.8E
 1309 1546/1.9F 1837 2109/2.3E
1/01Sun 0055 0357/2.5F 0705 0956/3.0E
 1412 1701/2.0F 1950 2208/1.9E
1/07Sat 0028 0232/1.9E 0544 0835/2.5F
 1125 1443/4.7E 1849 2151/3.5F
1/08Sun 0109 0314/2.1E 0624 0916/2.6F
 1205 1524/4.9E 1925 2225/3.6F
1/14Sat  0142/3.4F 0500 0746/3.5E
 1126 1410/2.5F 1709 2001/3.3E
 2322
1/15Sun  0231/3.2F 0544 0840/3.8E
 1235 1517/2.5F 1825 2059/2.7E
1/21Sat  0218/2.3E 0525 0819/3.1F
 1109 1428/5.3E 1827 2135/4.2F
1/22Sun 0046 0307/2.5E 0616 0909/3.2F
 1200 1516/5.3E 1912 2217/4.2F
1/28Sat  0129/2.8F 0442 0723/3.1E
 1121 1359/2.1F 1702 1937/2.6E
 2314
1/29Sun  0212/2.4F 0523 0812/3.0E
 1223 1500/1.9F 1806 2029/2.1E

January Weekend Currents

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
12/31Sat 0434/5.4 1100/2.0 1637/3.8 2214/1.7 
1/01Sun 0517/5.5 1208/1.6 1810/3.6 2311/2.1
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
1/07Sat 0329/3.0 0931/6.3 1631/-0.5 2345/4.7
1/08Sun 0409/2.9 1011/6.4 1704/-0.7
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
1/14Sat 0314/5.8 0905/1.7 1503/4.6 2053/0.9
1/15Sun 0358/5.9 1015/1.3 1622/4.1 2146/1.5
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
1/21Sat 0311/2.7 0924/6.8 1614/-1.0 2323/5.2
1/22Sun 0404/2.5 1013/6.7 1655/-1.0
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
1/28Sat 0252/5.5 0900/1.8 1455/4.3 2039/1.5
1/29Sun 0327/5.5 1000/1.7 1603/3.8 2122/2.1

January Weekend Tides

Alameda
(510) 523-8500

norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com

www.sailcal.com

NEW J/111

HULL 44 IS HERE 
AND SAILING.

Get in on the fastest fleet
coming to the Bay…

the new J/111.

Frank Slootman’s J/111 Invisible Hand
Photo ©2011 Erik Simonson/www.h2oshots.com

Dorian McKelvy and Jim Zaky’s Mad Men
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55' Tayana, 1988, Samadhi V ...................................... $249,000
53' J/160,'01, Mandalay ............................................. $579,000
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade .................................... $495,000
52' Santa Cruz, '98, Hula ...................................................SOLD
52' TransPac with IRC mods, '03, Braveheart* ............. $499,000
50' Bakewell-White, '02, Brisa .................................... $615,000
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03* ............................................... $675,000
48' 1D48, '96, Chaya ......................................Reduced $99,000
47' Valiant, '81, Sunchase ............................................. $90,000
44' Kernan, Wasabi ............................................................SOLD
44' Wauquiez 43 Pilot Station* .................................. $299,0000
43' J/130, '96* ........................................................... $184,000
43' Custom C&C, '73 .................................................. $299,000
41' J/125, '99, Double Trouble .................................... $319,000
41' J/124, '05 .......................................... New Listing $239,000
40' Pacific Seacraft, '99, DreamKeeper ....................... $314,900
40' J/120, '02, Alchera ............................................... $219,000 
40' J/120, '00, Dayenu ............................................... $174,900

40' Summit, '08, Soozal .............................................. $579,000
40' Olson, Elka ...................................................................SOLD
38' Sabre 386, '08, Kuai ....................................................SOLD
38' Sabre 38 MkI, '84 ........................................................SOLD
36' J/109, '03* ........................................................... $189,000
36' J/36, '82 .............................................. New Listing $59,000
36' Islander 36, '72, Absolute ....................................... $40,000
35' J/105, '02, Hull #581, Business Time ...................... $99,000
35' J/105, '02, Hull #520, Sea Room ..................................SOLD
35' J/105, '01, Hull #463, Trickster ....................................SOLD
35' J/105, '01, Hull #405, Swoosh .....................................SOLD
35' J/105, '01, Hull #400, Lulu .................................... $105,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle ............................ $99,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #343, Nirvana ................................ $94,900
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good* ......................................... $74,900
35' J/105, '92, Hull #44, Orion ...........................................SOLD
35' J/35C, '93* ............................................................. $89,000
34' J/34, '85, The Zoo* ................................................. $29,900

53' J/160, 2001, Mandalay 
Fully loaded.

Asking $579,000

55' Tayana, Samadhi V
Many recent upgrades. 

Asking $249,000

41' J/125, 1999, Double Trouble
2011 Big Boat Series winner.

Asking $319,000

www.sailcal.com
email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com

Dealers for these fine yachts:

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140 
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

Your PErForMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

33' Back Cove, 2008
Cruise the Bay or Delta in style. 

Asking $279,000

Custom C&C 43, 1973 Evening Star
Beautifully appointed classic cruising yacht. 

Asking $299,000

50' Bakewell-White, 2002, Brisa
Cruise anywhere.
Asking $615,000

34' MJM 34z, '05* ...................................................... $334,000
33' J/100, Hull #9, '05, Brilliant ..................................... $84,900
33' Back Cove, '08........................................Reduced $269,000
32' J/32, '02, Tango ...........................................................SOLD
32' Catalina 320* .......................................................... $59,000
30' Olson 911S, '89, Halcyon .............................................SOLD
30' Olson 30, '79 ...............................................................SOLD
30' Peterson Half Ton* .................................................. $27,500
29' MJM 29z, '07* ...................................................... $269,000
28' Alerion Express, '06* ............................................... $99,000
28' Alerion Express, '02* ............................................... $72,500
28' Islander, '79* .......................................................... $16,900
26' J/80, '01, Whiplash ................................................. $32,000
26' J/80, '01* ............................................................... $32,900
26' J/80, '04, Heart Attack .................................................SOLD
20' Melges, '09* ........................................................... $45,000

* Denotes Seattle Boats

"The Fastest Sailboat Listings in the West!"

Pacific Seacraft 40, 1999, DreamKeeper
Well equipped. Cruise anywhere. 

Asking $314,900

J/105s
We have 5 from 

$74,900

J/100, 2005, Brilliant
Cruise ready. 

Reduced $84,900

40' J/120, 2002, Alchera
Equipped for singlehanded/ 

shorthanded offshore sailing.
Asking $219,000



LETTERS

⇑⇓SOMALI PIRATES AND VOLVO RACERS 
 I wonder what, if anything, is (was) being done to make 
sure the Volvo racers will be safe as they sail through 'pirate 
alley' in the Arabian Sea on their way from Cape Town to Abu 
Dhabi. The Volvo guys would probably be hell to catch at the 
speeds they sail, and there's safety in numbers, but can you 
imagine the ransom the pirates could demand?

Byron Jacobs
'Ale Kai, Beneteau 393

Sequoia YC

 Byron — The thing we can't imagine is what kind of 'safety 
in numbers' there would be when the bad guys have AK-47s 
and you and the other members of your fleet only have flare 
guns. But no worries, as the safety issues for the second leg 
of the Volvo were carefully considered in advance by the race 

management, and they believe they've come up with the best 
way to keep the racers from being added to the more than 1,000 
hostages seized by the Somalis this year — and abandoned by 
the international community. The plan is for the six entries to 
sail to an undisclosed destination short of 'Pirate Alley', where 
they will be loaded onto a ship, taken almost all the way to Abu 
Dhabi, and then dropped off for a final sprint to the finish.
 The solution begs the question, of course, of what happens 
if Somali pirates hijack the ship carrying all Volvo boats.
 For those not familiar with the Volvo Ocean Race, it began 
life in '73'-'74 as the Whitbread Round the World Race, a very 
daring event for that time in the history of sailing. The first run-
ning was won by Sayula II, a Swan 65 owned by Ramon Carlin 
of Mexico, who had relied heavily on Irving Loube of the St. 
Francis YC for advice on preparation. The last two races under 
the Whitbread name — the '97-'98 and '01-'02 races — were 
won by San Francisco sailing greats Paul Cayard and John 
Kostecki, on EF Language and Illbruck Challenge respectively. 
Whitbread 60s were used for both of those events.
 The Whitbread became the Volvo in '05-'06 and remains 
thus. The apex of the event's history was in the '80s, when 
they had 29, 15, and 23 entries respectively in the three races 
during that decade. The last four Volvos haven't seen double 
digit entries, as interest has been siphoned off for such things 
as the America's Cup, the Vendée Globe, and the multihull as-
saults on circumnavigation records.

⇑⇓THAT'S A LOT OF HOT AIR
 After reading LaDonna Bubak's Leading Lady article, I read 
further into the November issue of Latitude 38 and discovered 
her Diesel Engines for Dummies article. In reading it, I noted 
the importance she placed on cleaning or changing the air 
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Race management for the Volvo Ocean Race believe they have a work-
able plan to keep racers safe from Somali pirates.
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35 Libertyship Way  •  Sausalito, CA 94965

Nissan
Tohatsu
Johnson
Evinrude

Honda
Mariner
Mercury 
Yamaha

Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND
When an engine dies, there's 

no walking home – just 
costly repairs, lost vacation 

time, and lost revenues.

MARINE OUTBOARD
since 1990

OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

(415) 332-8020

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

Don't find yourself in this boat. 
Regular maintenance prevents 

expensive repairs.

We are your experts for outboard 
diagnostics, repair, repower, sales 

and service.

Factory-trained and certified techs•	
Open six days a week•	
New and used engines bought and sold•	
One-year warranty on all work performed •	
and used engine sales
Three-year warranty on all new engines•	

InfLATAbLE, fIbErgLASS
And gELCoAT rEpAIr



510.522.2886
510.521.8454
510.864.7208
510.521.8454
info@svendsens.com

Start The New Year Right

With a FREE Rig Check or a FREE Wax & Polish*
With Your Bottom Job From Svendsen’s Boat Works!

Svendsen’s is the Bay Area’s 
Most Trusted Source for Marine Products 
& Expert Boat Repairs:
Wood & fiberglass repair | Bottom & topside painting
Engine & electrical repair | Mast & rigging services
Plumbing & thru-hulls | Custom metal fabrication
Wooden spar construction & repair
Custom fabrication & retrofits
...and more. See coupon for offer details.

To redeem this offer, you must present this coupon to Svendsen’s 
Yard Office at time of job scheduling, or mention the coupon code: 
NEWYEAR12. Your choice of free rig check or free wax & polish*
with any bottom job from Svendsen’s. 
*Excluding buffing (if needed) and materials. Call Yard Office for further details. Offer ends January 31, 2012. All work must be scheduled between 1/1/12 to 1/31/12.

COUPON GOOD FOR FREE RIG CHECK OR FREE WAX & POLISH*

Sale Ends 1/31/12.
May Not Be Combined With Other Offers. Limited To Stock On Hand.

DOCK LINES & FENDERS
25% OFF!
25% Off MSRP on

Pre-Spliced Docklines

25% Off MSRP on

Fenders & Fender Covers
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intake filter. I always understood that a clean air filter was 
important for both gas and diesel engines, so imagine my 
surprise when I went to change the air filter on my 51-hp 
Yanmar 4JH2-E diesel engine and couldn't find one. I went 
to the Yanmar dealer where I bought it and they told me this 
engine is not designed to have an air filter. The air intake 
cowling looks as if it should have a filter for it, but I'm told 
that Yanmar does not make an air filter for this engine. I know 
that Yanmar is a good brand of diesel, but can this be right? 
No air filter at all? Seems weird to me.

Bruce Munro
Princess, Sabre 402

St. Francis YC

 Bruce — No need to worry about your engine or the qual-
ity of Yanmar engines. Sausalito engine guru Tom List tells 
us that not all diesel engines have air filters: "Diesels used 
in agriculture or in cars and trucks often are used on dusty 
roads, which can damage the inside of an engine. Dust is very 
abrasive and will score the metal, but boats don't normally 
have a lot of dust. Virtually nothing in the marine environment 
will damage a diesel engine, except water — even cat hair will 
go through just fine." In fact, List says that the less restricted 
the air intake is the better because diesels need a tremendous 
amount of air to function.
 List notes that some Yanmars and Perkinses don't have 
air filters, but use "rodent screens" instead. "The holes in the 
Perkins' screen are the size of a pencil lead, which is huge for 
a filter, but they get clogged up pretty easily with lint. Just 
remember that the denser the filter on the air intake, the more 
cleaning it will need."

⇑⇓HOW PRACTICAL ARE BATHTUBS ON SAILBOATS?
 I'm shopping for that larger sailing vessel that will be our 
liveaboard home when I retire. My co-pilot prefers baths over 
showers. So I'm wondering whether a bathtub is practical 
when cruising around the world. We plan to spend more time 
on the hook than in marinas. While I would love to provide my 
co-pilot with all comforts possible, adding a bathtub to the list 
of amenities greatly reduces the number of boats available on 
the market. I would be interested in hearing feedback from 
fellow sailors!

Randy Dinger
Compass Rose, Hunter 34

Seattle, WA

 Randy — Terrific question. Latitude's Ocean 71 Big O had 
a bathtub, but in the 12 years we owned her, we can only 
remember using it twice. Once was while sailing across the 
Atlantic with the chute up after we found out that we'd hardly 
used any water during the first half of the passage. The second 
time was during an Antigua Sailing Week, and yes, there was 
a woman and a bottle of champagne involved. But most of the 
time we used the tub for storage.
 But we're very interested in hearing from those of you out 
there with boats with a bathtub. How often do you use it, and 
what are the issues, if any?
 For the record, Randy, the proper term is 'Admiral', not 'co-
pilot'.

⇑⇓I WOULD GO HOBO FIRST
 On our way to Mexico we stayed in San Diego a bit longer 
than intended because of the warm welcome of the marine 
community and to catch some of the America's Cup racing. 
It was a terrific stay — except for one thing.
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“All other types of sails have been tried, but only Quantum’s Fusion M® 

sails meet the demands of a Gunboat. They have done several hundred 

thousand miles on our boats without a single issue. Owners demand 

Grand Prix shape holding, light weight, AND durability. That’s why we 

offer Fusion M® sails as standard on all new Gunboats.”

      — Peter Johnstone, Gunboat CEO

iiQ:Q: think inspired think inspired
Tested and validated at the Grand Prix level, Quantum’s iQ Technology® brings the 
ultimate in computational design horsepower and advanced construction methods 
to every sail built, for every type of sailing, for you.

QUANTUM SAIL DESIGN GROUP

.QUANTUMSAILS.COM

MMM

Photography: Richard Langdon

Quantum Pacific  
1230 Brickyard Cove Road, #200  |  Point Richmond, California 94801
tel: 510.234.4334  |  sanfrancisco@quantumsails.com
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 Although Jim and I cruise modestly on a Dana 24, we both 
love sailboat racing, and I have always enjoyed the America’s 
Cup. The beauty of the old traditional J-boats awes me, and 
the sheer speed and drama of these new AC45s is breathtak-
ing. I love seeing all the country flags emblazoned on sails, 
and we enjoyed talking with a friendly rigger for Team Korea 
on the downtown Broadway Pier.
 I sailed to Newport, Rhode Island, for the Cup races in '74, 
'77, '80, and '83. Although I didn’t attend races in San Diego, 
Perth or Europe, I always found the race crews in Newport 
friendly and easy to approach — especially if you were on the 
water. Good views of the boats with their famously curtained 
keels, and of the racing, were also easy to find. The title Amer-
ica’s Cup, though named for a magnificent yacht, implies that 
it’s a people’s race in spite of some of the fancy trappings. 
 One November day during the match races in San Diego we 
chose to see the aircraft carrier Midway, because access by 
water had been all but prohibited. We figured the bow of this 
extraordinary museum ship would be a great vantage point 
to view the racing, after a tour of the whole ship, of course. 
Surely there would be plenty of room for anyone who wanted 
to see the races.
 Well, the entire bow was filled with large white tents 
marked 'Louis Vuitton VIP' that blocked the view. Ribboned 
VIP walkways leading to the tents also blocked the starboard 
side deck, which was the only other place aboard where there 
was a decent view — although not of the finish line. I hope 
Louis Vuitton paid enough for this privilege to support the 
Midway’s maintenance for a long, long time. 
 After a fabulous morning touring the carrier, I walked up 
to two tall uniformed guards standing near the tent at the 
bow, smiled and asked, “What’s the deal here, is it possible 
to come in to see the race?”  
 One of the guards — all of whom wore red uniform shirts 
with the word ELITE emblazoned in large white capital let-
ters — raised his chin, looked down at me and said, “No. You 

have to know someone. You can’t 
get in. You have to be invited.” The 
italics do not exaggerate the words 
or the way they were spoken.

  “I heard it costs $500 to get in, 
is that true?” I asked, ignoring his 
rudeness.

  “No comment,” he said, and 
then looked away.

  “Really, no comment? I just 
asked what it costs, that’s all,” I 
replied, but he ignored me. Per-
haps I should have said, "Have 
you people not heard about Oc-
cupy Wall Street? A little sensi-
tivity training might be in order 
here." But there was no point in 

pursuing it, so without further comment I walked away. 
 However, when I went to join Jim on the port side deck, 
which was open to the public, the Elite guardsman actually 
left his post and followed, staying behind his ribboned space 
in front of the tent, but keeping his eyes on me. It felt creepy, 
so I left the port side deck. But then, because I resented the 
intimidation, I decided to cross the ribboned VIP walkway 
to the starboard side deck, where a few people who’d also 
braved the crossing were gathering. 'Go ahead and stop me', 
I thought. 'You evidently don’t own the side deck.' He didn’t 
stop us, and from there we watched the races without seeing 
the finish line.

The Elite guards certainly lived 
up to their name.

Meet the Ultrafeed® LSZ-1 

A cast iron, power-house zigzag and straight stitch  

sewing machine. Your first mate when it comes to  

making quick repairs and sewing through layers of 

heavy canvas or sailcloth from the dock or below  

deck. No sailor should leave home without one. 

Best in quality. Best in show.
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www.mazmarine.com

48’ LOOPING CATAMARAN, 2004…$450,000

33’ SEA RAY, 1998…$84,500

37’ PASSPORT SLOOP, 1985…$129,00038’ PEARSON 385, 1984…$79,500 36’ GRAINGER CATAMARAN, 1991…$59,00037’ RAFIKI CUTTER, 1978…$59,900

51’ MIKELSON, 1987…$249,000 43’ PERRY CATAMARAN, 2003…$459,000 41’ CATALINA 400, 1995…$134,900

33’ PRO-LINE WALKAROUND, 2003…$79,000 29’ FOUNTAIN SPORTFISh, 1996…$31,90034’ O’DAY SLOOP, 1984…$24,950

LA PAZ
Mike, Shelly & Cindy • lapazyachts@aol.com

Toll free US/CAN: 1-855-22-LAPAZ (52729)
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (612) 123-1948

MAZATLAN
Ray, Jeannette & Julie • mazmarine@aol.com
Toll free US/CAN: 1-8558-YACHTS (92-2487)

Phone/FAX: 011 52 (669) 913-3165

PUERTO VALLARTA
Kim & Laura • pvyachtsales@aol.com 

Toll free US/CAN: 1-855-PVYACHT (789-2248)
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (322) 297-4639

SAN CARLOS
Don & Paul • sancarlosyachtsales@gmail.com 

Toll free US/CAN: 1-8558-GOSAIL (46-7245)
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (622) 226-0037

2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

30' CATALINA, '83 $21,900
The seller and third owner is hoping to find the 
next owner who will apprecite her condition and 
care and love the boat as he has.

48' GARCIA CUSTOM FIN KEEL, '90   $375,000
Sam's seller is a highly-skilled professional 
yachtsman who crewed on another aluminum boat 
– a Whitbread winner! Major refit in 2009/2010.

38' hUNTER 380, '99 $94,900
She has so much to offer: new, bigger engine, 
roller furling main and jib, renewed salon 
cushions and many desirable extras. New listing!

#1 Selling Brokerage on
the West Coast in 2010!
Professionally staffed 
 and open every day!

48' DUFOUR PRESTIGE, '95 $137,500
Recent upgrades include new non-skid deck, 
upgraded sail inventory, new interior cushions, and 
more. An absolute pleasure to sail or to lounge on.

46' hUNTER 460, '01 $169,500
Peregrine proved herself as a worthy Mexico 
cruiser on two separate occasions. Well 
maintained by her professional captain owner.

45' TRITON PACIFICA, '74 $79,000
The versatile cutter rig, wide decks and large fuel 
and water tankage make this a go-anywhere boat. 
There's much more to see so come check her out!

36' ISLANDER, '73 $24,900
Racer/cruiser in good condition with newer rigging 
(2007), Yanmar engine, re-wired, inverter/charger 
and very nice upholstery below. Price reduced!

58' FARR, '87 $325,000
If your dream is to cruise in a luxurious traveling 
home, routinely covering more than 200 miles daily, 
then the Imagine is the vessel of your dreams.

36' NEW YORK, '82 $31,000
This classic racer/performance cruiser has 
undergone an extensive refit. Come see Sorcerer 
today! She's definitely worth the trip to San Diego!

39' CAL, '78 $44,500
Receipts, repair details and improvements since 
1985, and repair and maintenance log since 1991 
are available. Get ready for Mexico and beyond!

43' COLUMBIA Mk III, '74 $59,000
Created to compete successfully in such presti-
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bluewater-capable cruiser/racer designed by 
Doug Peterson. Sails well in all conditions.
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 I know there were other public access spots we could have 
tried, and I know Elite is a security contractor, but my beef 
is with the attitude and Louis Vuitton's apparent corporate 
endorsement of same.
 The entire America’s Cup Village was peppered with these 
unsmiling, intimidating-looking Elite guards at every gate 
and entrance. They were so numerous at the outdoor bar, 
where the public was supposedly welcome to enjoy a party, 
that the tone was chilly in spite of live bands onstage trying 
to liven things up. To their credit, most of the other guards 
were friendly, but only if you approached them first to ask a 
question like, “Are we allowed in there?” The overwhelming 
visual was an army of big, unsmiling, red-shirted Elite guards 
everywhere — even in front of the souvenir shops. We didn't 
go into the shops because, with all the guards, it became 
tiresome figuring where we were and were not allowed. Who 
needs that?  
 So much overt exclusivity finally overcame my sense of 
humor, which was restored only on the ride home when our 
taxi driver claimed that Benjamin Franklin was an extrater-
restrial alien. I know the America’s Cup needs sponsors with 
deep pockets, but the Louis Vuitton Company could not have 
made its “Elite” point more succinctly. So I will now make 
mine: 

 Dear Louis Vuitton,
 There could come a time when you have the last piece of 
luggage on the planet offered for free, but I would go hobo 
before I’d use it.
 Sincerely,
 Karen Sullivan

 I hope the America's Cup folks can improve on their rela-
tions with the general public.

Karen Sullivan & Jim Heumann
Sockdolager, Dana 24

Port Townsend, WA

 Karen and Jim — It seems to us that you've identified one 
of the main challenges of the America's Cup, which is how to 
cater to the elite without pissing off the masses. It's a fine line 
to sail.

⇑⇓DORITOS, THE MID-OCEAN SNACK
 We've always been suspicious of the claim that 10,000 
containers are lost off ships and into the ocean each year. 
We've made 12 open-ocean passages in excess of 1,000 miles 
each, and have never seen anything bigger than a small log, 
let alone a container.
 We searched the internet, and it appears to us that the 
10,000 container statistic is just a repeated claim with no 
factual statistics to confirm it. We went to the World Shipping 
Council site, whose members represent 90 percent of global 
shipping capacity, and they state that the 10,000 number 
is grossly excessive, and that there are no comprehensive 
statistics kept for lost containers
 We once met a guy who was a mate aboard a container 
ship, and we asked him about lost containers. He told us that 
he's only seen it happen a couple of times, and that "those 
suckers sink real fast — unless they're full of kapok!"
 When Jean and I are at sea, the only containers we worry 
about are beer-related.

Bill Yeargan & Jean Strain
Mita Kuuluu, Irwin 37

Honolulu
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 Bill and Jean — You certainly can't always believe every-
thing you hear or read. Just before the Super Bowl in '93, a co-
alition of women's groups held a press conference in Pasadena 
where various statements were made that got the ball rolling for 
the urban myth that Super Bowl Sunday is "the biggest day of 
the year for violence against women." While it has been proven 
to be untrue, that myth, like many others, endures.
 We did some quick search on the web and found a wide 
disparity in the number of containers supposedly lost each year. 
The Through Transport Club, which is said to insure 15 of the 
top 20 container lines for container losses, put the number at 
fewer than 2,000 a year. They do say, however, that it may take 
57 days for a 20-ft container to sink, and 183 days for a 40-ft 
container to sink — although the variables are tremendous.
 On the other hand, an article in the esteemed National 
Geographic put the number at 10,000 a year, as did something 
called Singularity Hub. The latter reported that the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) has been investigat-
ing containers that fell from the Med Taipei offshore of Monterey 
in February of '04. Because one of the shipping containers was 
found inside the Monterey Bay Marine Sanctuary, the shipping 
company was fined $3.25 million — to fund MBARI's current 
research on containers. The irony is that MBARI, according to 
Singularity Hub, discovered that the single container found 
inside the Sanctuary is now covered with ocean organisms. "It 
looks like a miniature reef." So maybe the environment could 
benefit from lots of outdated containers being dropped into the 
ocean for use as artificial reefs. It's something we've always 
believed.
 The best-known recent loss of containers occurred on 
October 5, when the 774-ft Rena, carrying 1,400 contain-

ers, ran aground 
at Astrolabe Reef 
off New Zealand's 
Bay of Plenty. At 
present the ship 
is listing badly 
and appears to be 
broken in half, yet 
only 38 containers 
have fallen into the 
ocean. But given 
the ship's precari-
ous position, many 

more may follow. At this point the leaking of the ship's oil has 
been a bigger environmental problem.
 A more humorous loss of containers occurred back in '06, 
when some containers full of Doritos fell off a ship and broke 
open off the Eastern Seaboard. It wasn't long before thousands 
of bags of still crunchy "seasoned tortillas" Doritos washed up 
on North Carolina's Outer Banks, attracting countless treasure 
hunters.

⇑⇓AND NOW, FROM THE SARAH SILVERMAN SCHOOL 
OF COMEDY . . .
 Latitude's coverage of the re-opening of the investigation of 
the drowning of Natalie Wood at Catalina reminds me of an 
oft repeated sick joke of the time: What kind of wood doesn't 
float? Natalie Wood.
 I was living in L.A. at the time, and recall just feeling a 
hollow emptiness upon hearing of her death, and how sad 
the whole affair was.

Larry Radcliffe
Ladies Choice, Catalina 27

Pt. Richmond
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 Larry — You're right, that joke's pretty nasty. It's right up 
there with the one where Natalie asks Robert if she can have a 
drink, and he responds, "Yeah, just don't go overboard." By the 
way, the investigation that was re-opened with great fanfare 
seems to have quickly gone quiet.

⇑⇓A SALOON BY ANY OTHER NAME . . .
 Latitude's 'Lectronic ditty on Natalie Wood prompted this 
memory of mine: Years ago in the saloon of the 100-year-old 
Elbe river pilot schooner Wander Bird, several of us were gath-
ered when a non-sailor among us called the room we were in 
the 'salon.' Author/actor/sailor Sterling Hayden turned to the 
guy and boomed, "It's a saloon, mister. The main public room 
aboard a vessel, whether booze is served there or not, is called 
a saloon. A salon is where women get their hair done."
 The better vintage nautical lexicons agree.

Brooks Townes
Port Townsend, WA

 Brooks — Consider for a minute what Wikipedia says about 
the etymology of the words 'saloon' and 'salon'.
 "A saloon is a kind of bar particular to the American Old 
West. Saloons served customers such as fur trappers, cowboys, 
soldiers, gold prospectors, miners, and gamblers. The popular-
ity of saloons in the 19th Century American West is attested 
to by the fact that even a town of 3,000 residents, such as 
1883’s Livingston, Montana, boasted 33 saloons. Among the 
more famous saloons were First Chance Saloon in Miles City, 
Montana; the Holy Moses in Creede, Colorado; the Long Branch 
in Dodge City, Kansas; the Bucket of Blood Saloon in Virginia 
City, Nevada; and Judge Roy Bean’s Saloon in Langtry, Texas. 
Many of these establishments remained open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week."
 A salon, on the other hand, comes from the French word for 
living room, which was "a place where intellectuals, artists and 
politicians gather to converse."
 As a result, Latitude uses 'salon' or 'saloon' depending on the 
kind of boat in question. If a boat is home to gamblers, miners 
and cowboys — or sailors who behave like members of those 
professions — we'll say their boat has a saloon. But if the boat 
is owned by someone more intellectual, we identify her main 
quarters as a salon. Except, of course, on the nights when they 
get rip-roaring drunk and behave like miners, cowboys and 
gamblers.
 More seriously, we use 'salon' simply because it requires 
one less keystroke from our tired fingers.

⇑⇓TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT
 Your comment, in an editorial response to a letter, that 
you heard a conversation during the Ha-Ha in which one 
skipper advised another that he’d come within a half-mile of 
him, and was too close for comfort, was somewhat taken out 
of context. There were several such conversations, and I was 
part of one of them.
 In our particular case, the boat in question had been four 
or five miles behind us, and steadily gaining on a collision 
course bearing. It was night and quite dark. When they came 
within a quarter of a mile, we began to have a conversation on 
the radio. When the skipper of the approaching boat said, "I 
think we'll be okay, we have you on radar and AIS," I thought 
to myself, 'You think? I want you to know.
 The other skipper asked if his being within a quarter of a 
mile was too close. Given that based on their relative bearing, 
they were going to overtake us and/or run us down, and that 
it was dark, I responded in the affirmative. I asked if they 
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were going to change course. I didn't get a reply. Then another 
crewmember got on the mic, and I asked them if they were 
motoring, and without a steaming light. They didn't answer 
my question, but said they were changing course. Issue re-
solved.
 In the past several Ha-Ha's there have been many close 
encounters at night. There is no reason to get within half a 
mile of another boat, or to cut across the bow of another boat 
when within 100 feet. It's a big body of water out there, and 
there is ample room for all of us.

R.F.
Bay Area

 R.F. — A curious thing happened the night before we went to 
press, something that made us decide to use your initials rather 
than your full name. The 'thing' is that by wildly improbable 
chance the skipper of the boat you were on hailed us from a 
restaurant in La Cruz as we were walking up the street, nearly 
out of earshot. After about half an hour of lively conversation, 
the incident of the boat supposedly 'coming too close' came up. 
We hate to say it, but the very experienced skipper and his wife 
vehemently denied that the other boat had come anywhere near 
too close. Further, the skipper and his wife cited a variety of 
reasons — including what they felt was your periodic inability 
to stand a proper watch, and the whole unfortunate incident 
involving the forward head — that they felt that they couldn't 
in good conscience sign the Coast Guard form you gave them 
asking to verify your sea time. We're sorry to say that the  bot-
tom line is that your captain and other members of the crew 
completely disagree with your evaluation of the situation.

⇑⇓LIKE IT OR NOT, WE ALL HAVE A 'COMFORT ZONE'
 What is it with you people with this 'comfort zone' crap? 
When I'm at anchor and some boat is headed right at me, do 
you think that I should wait until the boat gets within 10 feet 
to find out if the skipper is a Super Sailing Stud or the Village 
Idiot before I start to worry? I think that behavior is rude, if 
not worse.
 Back in '97 I was at anchor in Oak Harbor, Washington, 
for Whidbey Island Race Week. I was peacefully enjoying 
dinner when I heard the panicked scream: "Turn right! Turn 
right!" As I looked out a port, I saw that one of these hot dogs 
was less than two feet from my boat. If people want to pass 
nanometers from each other, they should do it on the race 
course, not in the anchorage.
 I have lived on my Tangram since April of '97, and was hit 
while at anchor in both '97 and '98. Both times I heard the 
same old 'comfort zone' bull.

Duane Funke
Tangram, Colvin Gazelle 42

Newport, OR / At anchor, Sausalito

 Duane — What do you mean by the "same old 'comfort zone' 
bull"? You seem to think that a 'comfort zone' is some kind of 
mythical mumbo-jumbo concept, when it's merely the minimum 
distance other skippers should keep their boats from your boat 
for you to feel comfortable. In your case it might be 50 feet, 100 
feet, 150 feet — or for all we know, a mile or two.
 Every sailor seems to have a different comfort zone. It's been 
our experience that the more skilled a sailor is, the more com-
fortable he/she is with other boats getting close. Assuming, of 
course, that the operator of the other boat knows what he/she 
is doing. For example, because Profligate is a cat, we're almost 
always assigned end-ties in marinas. So when the local yacht 
clubs have beer can races, the boats often come close to us. In 
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normal conditions, we're comfortable with well-sailed smaller 
boats coming to within 10 or 15 feet before tacking away, and 
larger boats and less well-sailed boats a somewhat greater 
distance. Personally, we think it's fun to watch boats being 

handled well, and 
because we know 
how easy it is to 
control boats, we're 
not worried about 
it. It's the non-racing 
boats that concern us 
more.

  We expect that 
your 'comfort zone', 
as well as that of 
most other sailors, is 
substantially greater 
than ours. And we're 
not for a second sug-

gesting that there is anything wrong with it. But for the record, 
when you're at anchor, how far would you prefer that boats 
under sail stay away from your boat? Whatever it is, we'd have 
no problem complying with your wishes.

⇑⇓ALL THINGS CANADIAN
 I can't believe that the publisher of Latitude thinks that 
basketball was a Canadian invention. Having been born 
and grown up in Ludlow, Massachusetts, I know that it was 
invented in nearby Springfield, Mass, the 'Home of Basket-

ball'.
Doña de 
Mallorca

Profligate, 
Surfin' 63 

Catamaran
Punta Mita, 

Mexico

 Doña — 
While bas-
ketball was 
invented at 
Springfield 

College, the inventor was Canadian physical education instruc-
tor James Naismith of Almonte, Ontario, who had graduated 
from McGill University in Montreal. Since 'Compromise' is our 
middle name, let's just agree that basketball was invented by 
a Canadian in America.

⇑⇓ANOTHER LEGEND BITES THE DUST?
 Canadian Alexander Graham Bell did not invent the tele-
phone. Bell and his future father-in-law, a powerful lawyer 
in Boston and Washington, D.C., bribed an examiner in the 
U.S. Patent Office so they could see the patent application for 
the telephone that had just been filed by Elisha Gray. This 
is thoroughly documented in The Telephone Gambit, a very 
convincing book written by Seth Shulman in '08 while at MIT. 
Bell did a lot of interesting things, but the lawyers put him in 
a position where he unfortunately did not stand up and be 
truthful.

Eric Arens
I Can't Remember, International 14

Berkeley

 Readers — Respected science journalist Seth Shulman spent 
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a year at MIT doing painstaking research of patent applications 
and politics regarding the invention of the telephone. Reviewers 
say he's written a riveting book with convincing circumstantial 
evidence that Bell didn't invent the key ideas for the telephone. 
We haven't been rocked like this since Al Gore's confession 
about the internet.

⇑⇓INSPIRED BY AN ELECTRICAL PANEL
 I don't know if singer Jimmy Buffett is related to Canadian 

Joshua Slocum of Spray 
fame, but I can name one 
famous but highly-over-
looked Canadian sailor/
singer — Gordon Lightfoot. 
Although he's widely known 
for his ballad 'The Wreck 
of the Edmund Fitzgerald', 
his sea-related repertoire 
also includes 'Ballad of 
Yarmouth Castle' and the 
much more cheerful 'Chris-
tian Island', which in my 
opinion perfectly captures 
the essence of cruising.

  What most do not know 
is that Lightfoot has also 
commissioned and owned 
several wooden sailboats. 
In fact, Endless Wire, the 
title of one of his albums, 

came to him after he looked at the electrical panel of a boat 
he had under construction.

Bill Willcox
Faith, Scandia 34

Hong Kong (just me, not the boat)

 Bill — Love that title! We've always thought of Lightfoot as 
a very talented artist, but unfortunately one who is usually as 
gloomy as a grey winter day in Canada. Buffett, on the other 
hand, is normally as cheery as the blue water and bright sun-
shine of the Caribbean. It's a personal preference, but when 
it comes to entertainment, we prefer to be uplifted rather than 
bummed out. But enough of this all-things-Canadian thread.

⇑⇓IT REALLY WAS BLOWIN' IN THE WIND
 The December 7 'Lectronic satellite photo of the dust storm 
that swept across central Baja around Thanksgiving was 
amazing! As I told my wife, I hadn't seen a dust storm like 
that since I was in Iraq.
 And yes, there were a number of us cruisers in the middle 
of it. We were Bashing north on our boat Alias, and had arrived 
in Turtle Bay late in the day. There was almost no wind when 
we got there, but it picked up during the night. Someone with 
a working anemometer reported that it blew up to 37 knots 
inside Turtle Bay on November 26. We didn't take any photos, 
but the air looked as though there was dirt-colored fog. We 
were there with the Berkeley-based Liquid and about a dozen 
southbound boats. The funny thing is that, while it was blow-
ing hard in Turtle Bay, boats that took off and headed south 
reported that it was only blowing about six knots outside.
 We left Turtle Bay the evening of the 26th when the wind 
was still blowing 10-15 knots in Turtle Bay. But it was light 
outside for us, too. In fact, we motored the 300 miles to 
Ensenada in almost zero wind.
 P.S. It had been so windy in Turtle Bay that we paid a panga 

Lightfoot's wooden beauty 'Golden 
Goose' was far from gloomy.
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When performance counts, the choice is clear. 

ABOVE: William Douglass and crew power Goombay Smash to victory in the Meleges 32 World Championships in Palma de Mallorca, Spain. Goombay Smash carried North 3Di upwind sails and V-Series downwind sails. North-equipped M32s also finished 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 at the event. 
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 Beneteau 40.7... 1, 2
 CR 1... 1st
 CR 2... 1st
 DBL Handed... 1, 2
 J/109... 1, 2, 3*
 Sec 1... 1st
 Sec 2... 1st
 Sec 3... 1, 2, 3
 Sec 4...1*, 2
 Sec 6... 1*, 2, 3
 Turbo... 1, 3
 Multi... 1, 2, 3
Canada’s Cup... 1st
CYC Colors Regatta
 Offshore... 1, 3
 MAC Cruising... 1st
 T-10... 1, 2
 Farr 40... 1st
 J/105... 1, 2
 Beneteau 36.7... 1, 2
 Beneteau 40.7... 1, 2
 J/111... 1st
Sperry Top-Sider 
Seattle NOOD
 San Juan 24... 1, 2, 3
 J/109... 1, 2, 3
 J/105... 1, 3
 J/80... 1, 2
 Performance 30... 1, 3
 J/24... 1, 2
Seattle YC Tri-Island Series
 Class 1... 1, 2, 3
 Multihull... 1, 2
 Class 0... 1, 2, 3 

PYC Fall Regatta
 Over 124... 2, 3
 Under 125... 1, 3
 M24x... 1st
 Cal 20... 1, 2, 3
CYC Fall Regatta
 PHRF A... 1, 2
 M24x... 1st
 Cal 20... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF B... 1, 2, 3
Sperry Top-Sider 
Chicago NOOD
 Overall... 1st
 Beneteau 36.7... 1st
 Beneteau 40.7...1, 2
 GL 36...1, 3
 GL 70...1, 2
 Level 35... 1, 3
 J/111... 1st
 PHRF 1... 1, 3
 PHRF 2... 1st
 PHRF 3...1st
 Long Distance Class... 1, 3 
RORC 2011 
 Overall & IRC Class 1...1st 
Rolex Maxi Regatta 
 IRC A...1st
Melges 32 Nationals...1, 2, 3
Melges 32 Worlds...1, 2, 3
Swan Caribbean Challenge
 Swan 42... 1st
Fall Off Soundings 
 Class C1...1st
IRC NA Championship
 IRC Super 0...1st 
2011 Rolex Big Boat Series 
 IRC A...1, 2 
 IRC B...1st
 IRC D...1st
 J/120...1st
 IRC B...1stˇ
Winter Vashon
 PHRF B... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF C... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF D... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF E... 1, 3
 PHRF F... 1, 2
 NFS... 1, 2
 Class 0... 1, 3
 Class 2... 1st 
 Class 3... 1, 2
 Class 4... 1st 
 South 2... 1, 2
 SJ24... 1, 2, 3

CYC Puget Sound Champs
 Class 0... 1st
 Class 2... 1st
 Class 3... 1, 2
 Class 4... 1st
 South 2... 1, 2
 SJ24... 1, 2, 3
 J/24... 1, 2, 3
Puget Sound Spring Regatta
 North 0... 1, 2, 3
 North 2... 1, 2, 3
 J/105... 1, 2, 3
 South 6... 1, 3
Seattle YC Annual Regatta
 Class 1... 1, 3
 Class 2... 1, 2
 Class 3... 1, 2, 3
Barcelona World Race...1st
Rolex Fastnet Race
 IRC +Overall... 1st
AC45 World Series   
 Cascais Regatta...1st
 Plymouth Regatta...1st
Antigua Race Week 
 Overall... 1st  
IRC NA Championships
 IRC Super 0... 1, 2, 3
 IRC 2... 1, 2, 3
Marblehead-Halifax Race
 ORR 1... 1st
 IRC 1... 2, 3
Beneteau 36.7 NAs
 Overall... 1, 2
 Corinthian... 1st
 Shoal Draft... 1st 
Halifax BMW J/29...1, 2, 3
Great Lakes 70 Champs... 1st 
Express 27 Nationals... 1st
Trans Tahoe... 1st
Mills Trophy Race... 1st
PYC-SYSCO Opening Day
 PHRF 1... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF 2... 1st
 H... 1, 2, 3
 Cruising... 1st 
SYSCO Spring Regatta
 PHRF... 1, 2, 3
 M24x Fleet... 1st
 Cruising Fleet ... 1st
 Cal 20 Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF 2 Fleet... 1, 2
 A Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 B Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 C2 Fleet... 1, 3
 J-24 Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 Cal 20 Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 Cruise F Fleet... 1st

SYSCO Summer Regatta
 A Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 B Fleet... 1, 2
 M24x Fleet... 1st
 C2 Fleet... 1, 2
 J-24... 1, 2, 3
 Cal 20... 1, 2, 3
 A Fleet... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF C Fleet... 1, 2
 J-24... 1, 2, 3
 Cal 20... 1, 2, 3
 Merit 25... 1, 3 
Verve Cup
 Beneteau 36.7... 1, 2 
 Beneteau 40.7...  1, 3
 Farr 40... 1, 2, 3
 GL 70... 1, 3*
 ORR 2...1*, 2 
 J/111... 1, 2
 J/109... 1st
 T/10... 1, 2 
 Level 132...1, 2, 3*
 ORR 3... 1, 2, 3
Cleveland Race Week
 PHRF A- Melges 32... 1st
Lakeside Regatta
 Farr 40... 1st
Black Seal Sprit Fest
 J-109... 1, 3
Spring Off Soundings
 NS-1... 1, 2
   C-1... 1st
NYYC Annual Regatta
 IRC 3... 1, 2
 IRC 5... 1, 2
 IRC 6... 1st
Block Island Race Week
 Non-Spinnaker... 1st
 IRC 3... 1st
 Swan 42... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF 1... 1, 2
 PHRF-2... 1st
YRALIS-PHRF Champs 
 PHRF Spinnaker <64... 1, 2
 PHRF NS... 1, 2
LI Sound IRC Champs
 IRC-4... 1st
 IRC-2... 2, 3
ABYC Open
 IRC 1... 1, 2, 3
 IRC 3... 1st
 Beneteau 36.7... 1, 2
Eastern CT Sailing Assoc. 
Offshore Championship
 Overall... 1, 2
 Div 1... 1, 3
 Div 3... 1, 2, 3

Illinois Leukemia Cup
 PHRF 1... 1st
 PHRF JAM1... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF JAM4... 2, 3
 T/10... 1st
 J/105... 1st  
 B36.7... 1, 2, 3
Little Traverse YC
Ugotta Regatta
 IRC A... 1, 3
 PHRF B... 1st     
 J/111... 1, 2
Chester Race Week
 D1... 1, 3
 D2... 1st
 Bluenose... 1, 2, 3
 J/29... 1, 2, 3
 B2... 1st
Prince of Wales Trophy  
 Premier... 1st
Whitebread Race
 Div 1A... 1, 2, 3
 Div 1B... 1, 2
Devon YC Gardiners Is. 
 Class 2... 1st
Sag Harbor Cup
 Class 1... 1, 2
 Class 3... 1st
Mount Sinai Cancer Soc.Race
 Class 1... 1st
 Class 2... 1st
 Class 5... 1st
Great South Bay Smith Trophy
 Class 1... 1st
 NS-1... 1st
Lake Ontario 300
 IRC 2... 1st
 Main Duck Full Crew... 1st
 Sperry Trophy Overall...1st
Susan Hod Trophy Race
 IRC1... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF 2... 1st
Shark Worlds...1, 2, 3
Shark Canadian Champs
 Overall... 1st
Star and Bar Regatta
 Class 1... 1, 2
 Class 2... 1, 2, 3
 Class 4... 1, 2
 Class 5... 1, 2, 3
Lyra/IRC Canadian Champs
 IRC 0... 1, 2, 3
 IRC 1... 1, 2, 3
 IRC 3... 1, 2
 8 Meter... 1, 2
 Beneteau 36.7... 1, 2
 C&C 99... 1st

RCYC Open
 IRC 1... 1, 2, 3
 IRC 3... 1, 3
 8 Meter... 1st
 Etchells... 1st 
 J/24... 1, 2, 3
PCYC Open
 8 Meter... 1, 2
 C&C 99... 1st
EYC Open
 IRC 1... 1, 2, 3
 IRC 2... 1st
 8 Meter... 1, 2
 C&C 99... 1st
 J/105... 1, 2
QCYC Open
 IRC 1... 1, 3  
 8Meter... 1st
Boswell Trophy Race
 IRC 1... 1, 2
LOSHERS Course Race
 SH-FS1... 1st
 DH-FS3... 1st
Annapolis YC Fall Series
 J/30... 1, 3
 PHRF A2... 1, 3
 J/35... 1, 2
 PHRF A0... 1, 2, 3
 PHRF A1... 1, 2, 3
J/30 NAs... 1, 2, 3 
J/109 NAs... 1, 3
J/22 East Coasts... 1, 2, 3
J/24 East Coasts... 1, 3
LOSHERS - Youngstown
 DH-FS2... 1st
 SH-FS1... 1st
 SH-FS2... 1st
LOSHERS 100-Mile
 DH-FS1... 1, 2, 3
 DH-FS2... 1st
 DH-FS5... 1st
LOSHERS - Port Dalhousie
 DH-FS2... 1, 2, 3 
 DH-FS2... 1st
 DH-FS4... 1st
8 Meter Worlds
 Classic... 1st
York Cup Match Race Champs
 Overall... 1st
Canadian Match Race Champs
 Overall... 1st
J/105 NAs...1, 2*, 3
J/22 Canadian Champs
 Overall... 1, 2
2.4 North American Champs
 Overall... 1st
 Class 6... 1, 2, 3

Etchells Worlds... 1st 
Etchells North Americans... 
1st 
Interlake Nationals... 1st 
J/22 Worlds... 1st 
J/22 Rolex International... 1st 
Layline J/22 Midwinters...1, 2
J/24  Worlds... 1st 
J/24 North Americans... 1st 
Optimist US Nationals... 1st 
Soling Worlds... 1st 
Star Skandia Sail for Gold... 
1st 
A Scow Nationals... 1st 
Buccaneer Midwinters... 1st 
Coronado 15 NAs... 1st 
C Scow Nationals... 1st 
Ensign Midwinters... 1st 
Finn Nationals... 1st 
Flying Scot NAs... 1st 
Flying Scot Midwinters... 1st 
J/80 Sail Newport Regatta... 
1st 
Lightning Worlds... 1st 
Lightning North Americans... 
1st 
Lightning Great Lakes... 1st 
Lightning Southern Circuit 
 Overall... 1st 
MC Scow Nationals... 1st 
MC Scow Blue Chip Champs... 
1st 
Melges 24 US Nationals... 1st 
Melges 24 Europeans... 1st 
Melges 24 Worlds... 1st 
Sonar N.E. Champs... 1st 
T-10 North Americans... 1st 
505 Midwinters... 1, 2
Windmill Nats... 1, 2, 3
FD NAs... 1, 2, 3
Comet NAs... 1st
Mariner Nationals... 1, 2, 3
Int. 210 Midwest... 1, 2, 3
WoodPussy Nats... 1, 2, 3
M-16 Scow NAs... 1, 2
Tradewinds Multihull
 Open Handicap fleet... 1st
Long Island DN Iceboat
Championship... 1st
Shark Catamaran Nats... 1, 2 
A-Class Great Lakes... 1st 
A-Class Midwest... 1st 
A-Class District 5... 1st

For a complete 2011 Victory List 
visit...www.northsails.com

*majority inventory

The victory list above represents a fraction of the racing success North Sails customers 
enjoyed in 2011. To show our appreciation, we are offering a FREE North Regatta Cap 
to every North customer who finished 1st, 2nd or 3rd in a North American regatta in 

2011. To register for your cap, log onto  www.northsails.com, then  complete the 
online registration form. One cap per customer. Offer expires April 1, 2012.

Sausalito 415-339-3000
Channel Islands 805-984-8100
Marina Del Rey 310-827-8888  

Long Beach 562-795-5488  
Costa Mesa - Sail Care 949-645-4660  

San Diego 619-224-2424
www.northsails.com

Max Ranchi photo



LETTERS

driver to take us ashore rather than launch our own dinghy. 
(No, we don't tow it anymore, but that's another story.) I had 
run out of cash, but Enrique came to the restaurant with his 
credit card machine and let us charge more than our fuel bill 
to get 'cash back'.

John Fluno
Alias, Hylas 47

Santa Rosa

 Readers — As San Francisco Bay sailors know, wind that 
gets squeezed — such as when it comes through the Gate — can 
greatly accelerate in speed, then die off only a short distance 
away. A similar phenomenon occurs below the canyons in 
Southern California when Santa Ana winds are blowing. You 
might be in 10 knots when sailing along the hilly coast, then 
be hit by 30 knots when sailing in front of a canyon. In the 
strongest Santa Ana conditions, the gusts blow all the way out 
to the Channel Islands and even beyond.

⇑⇓THE HARD WAY TO GET A MOCHA IN MEXICO
 Ours was one of the several boats that left Turtle Bay just 
in time to sail directly through the sandstorm you reported 
in the December 7 'Lectronic. I can assure you it was at least 
as dramatic on the water as it was in your satellite photo.
 I don't recall these conditions being forecast before we 
left Turtle Bay, but perhaps my memory slips, as it's been a 

blustery, cold 
e n d u r a n c e 
test most of 
the way down 
the Baja coast 
for us. On the 
water it looked 
l i k e  pho tos 
I ' ve  seen o f 
sandstorms in 
Baghdad. The 
horizon was 
indistinguish-
a b l e  b r o w n 
haze ,  much 
as you see in 
Southern Cali-

fornia Santa Ana conditions — times 10! Sand was clearly 
visible streaming offshore, so we knew there was wind ahead. 
But what we experienced were alternate bands of nearly dead 
calm and then suddenly 20+ knots of wind as we passed by 
the various canyon slots — even when well out to sea on a 
straight line for Mag Bay. The folks on Lorelei tried ducking 
into Asuncion, but it was even worse there. They spent one 
night standing anchor watches in 30+ knots and left at first 
light.
 We're now in San Jose del Cabo. We did a saltwater wash-
down of the boat in Mag Bay, but here's where the boat is 
getting her first freshwater washdown since the sandstorm. 
The water coming off the boat is mocha-colored.

Steve
Desolina, Wauquiez Pretorien 35

Long Beach

⇑⇓A LADDER SOLUTION
 "Emergency exit ladders like this FloatStep unit can liter-
ally be a lifesaver, but not many marinas have them," as you 
noted in the November 28 'Lectronic Latitude, is a problem 
easily solved. Any marina with a liveaboard slip could make 
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Double dust storms on November 27 turned the air 
brown in parts of Baja and the Sea of Cortez.
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Radial®

New Radial winches are designed for safety, 
smooth easing, and simple maintenance. Buy electric 

or easily upgrade a manual version with power.

Also available in hydraulic.

UniPower™

Even owners of smaller boats can enjoy effortless 
winching; the Radial Unipower’s compact motor 
conserves headroom in the smallest of cabins.

Rewind™

The Radial Rewind does all the work for a totally 
hands-off affair. Install the controls anywhere to 

sheet in AND out with the touch of a button.

Visit www.harken.com/electric-winches and 
fi nd out which powered winch is right for you.

Install Harken Radial electric winches and keep your 
cool—push-button control puts shorthanded sailing 
or a relaxed evening cruise right at your fi ngertips.

CRUISE
CONTROLCONTROL

Radial® UniPower™ Rewind™



January, 2012  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 33



LETTERS

Page 34  •  Latitude 38  •  January, 2012

a $400 FloatStep — at DIY pricing — a required condition for 
tenants to live aboard. Since this would not add expense to 
marina owners or managers, it might be a risk-free crusade 
to work at.

John Foster
Blueberry, Nonsuch 22

San Francisco Bay

 John — It sounds like a step — pardon the pun — in the right 
direction, but only a partial solution. After all, not all marinas 
have liveaboards, and in many marinas the liveboards are 
grouped in certain areas. Plus, as you'll read in the next letter, 
sometimes a ladder isn't an adequate solution.
 
⇑⇓IS A DOG BETTER THAN A LADDER?
 Before taking off cruising, I used to live on my Gulfstar 41 
Someday in Brookings, Oregon. We were closed up and below 
reading one night a few years ago when my dog Mandy sud-
denly became quite agitated, then barked at me while looking 
at our gangway hatch. When I removed the boards to let her 
out, I heard a thin voice calling for help. We rushed from the 
boat to find an elderly man in the water and hanging onto the 
dock across from my boat. I pulled him from the 50° water 
without his being able to help himself at all.
 At first, the man was unable to stand, and his speech was 
so shaky and breathy that I couldn't understand him. I helped 
him into my warm boat, got him out of his clothes and into 
the shower, and provided some dry clothes. He came around 
fairly quickly. Initially, I'd insisted that I call for medical help, 
but he was able to talk me out of it. In retrospect, I probably 
shouldn't have taken the chance.
 The man told me that he'd come down to check up on his 
boat, and had fallen into the water. He started to swim, but 
only made it a short distance — about 50 feet — to a finger, 

then handed himself the length of the 
finger to a ladder. Once there, he was 
unable to pull himself out of the water. 
He estimated he'd been in the water 
about 10 minutes when Mandy and I 
got to him, and said he didn't think he 
could have lasted much longer.

 My point is — as several of us discussed 
at a subsequent Chetco Cove YC ses-
sion — unless the port was willing to 
put a ladder at the end of each and 
every finger, or at the very least, every 
alternate one, ladders would be of little 
effectiveness. No matter if it's summer 
or winter, the waters in the Pacific 
Northwest are debilitatingly cold. By 
the time most people reached a ladder, 
they'd be too cold to use it to pull them-
selves out. Swimming several hundred 
yards is not a problem for the average 

swimmer in warmer climes, but in 50- to 60-degree water, 
it takes a very good swimmer to make it more than 50 feet if 
he/she has clothes and shoes on.
 I support the idea of safety ladders in marinas, but they 
do have limitations. I leave the swim ladder on my boat down 
most of the time, just in case. An even more effective emer-
gency out, in my opinion, is leaving my inflatable in the water. 
If I'm able to get to it, it's easy to enter from the water.

Bill Nokes
Someday, Gulfstar 41

Panama / Chetco, Oregon

A ladder only works 
if  you have enough 
strength to use it.
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WHALE  POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 • FAx 233-1989
Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5pm  •  Sun: 10am - 4pm • whalepoint@acehardware.com

MARINE & HARdwARE CO.

A FAmily Owned & OperAted Business
FOr three GenerAtiOns

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store 

Go to whalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Seachoice 
Solar Panels

#14311...... 1.5W ........ NoW $2999

#14321...... 4.5W ........ NoW $5999

#14341....... 20W ..... NoW $19999

DecK BRUSh
with Handle

Extra 
long 
handle (5ft) 
with aluminum 
no-rust, threaded tip.
Now $1398

NOW
$14999

JohNSoN 
Toilet

MaX BURToN
Portable Butane 
Stove

Enamel
exterior 
comes 
with 
carrying case.

Enamel stove: List $49.95 • NoW $3995 
Refill Cans: List $4.99• NoW $299

MUSTaNG Float Coats

MJ6214TI • Bomber Style • $23999

MC1524 • Long Jacket • $29999

chaRT BooKS

The convenience of many charts combined 
into one book that fits on your chart table.
No. California: Now $4995

So. California: Now $3995

Panama - Mexico: Now $8995

Pacific Northwest: Now $8995

FoRce 10
3 Burner
Propane
Stove

Model 63351
3-burner
NoW $123900

Model 63251: 2-burners 
NoW $119900 

NOW
$6999

YachTeRS choice
Syndey Boat Shoes



            310 W. Cutting Blvd. Pt. Richmond, CA  94804 · 510 · 237· 0140 · baymarineboatworks.com

Stay in touch with us at facebook.com/baymarineboatworks  

Experience Better Haulouts, Better Service
Our 100 ton Travelift is exceptionally capable 
of hauling your yacht. And, our highly qualified 
staff’s attention to detail will have you asking 
why you didn’t visit us sooner. 
Contact us today!
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 Bill — We agree with you, there is no guarantee that people 
who have fallen into the water would be able to pull themselves 
out. So maybe there needs to be a bell or whistle for summoning 
help that can be attached to every such ladder.
  An inflatable that's easier to get into than climbing up a 
ladder? It must be a brand with small tubes.

⇑⇓MAKE IT BLINKING NEON
  In reference to Captain Chris Larsen's letter in the Decem-
ber issue stating that more dock ladders in marinas could 
prevent more tragedies, I'd like to suggest one way many of 
us boatowners might contribute to safety in our marinas. 
My boat's fold-up swim ladder attached to the stern rail is 
always secured to the rail with a highwayman's hitch — aka 
a slip knot — tied in half-inch red line. Its bitter end sports 
a figure-eight knot, and dangles within a few inches of the 
water's surface. I don't think my swim ladder has ever been 
deployed in an emergency, but I feel good knowing it's at least 
available should a situation arise.
 With the extra attention being paid to this topic, I'm think-
ing I should look into adding a sizable black-on-yellow 'Ladder' 
sign, perhaps even lit by a solar-powered night light.

Paul Brogger
Mid-Life Cruises, San Juan 28

Olympia, WA

 Paul — We think your ideas are good ones. The question 
is going to be how aware people will be of your ladder and/
or other ladders, and whether they will physically be able to 
reach one and pull themselves out. 

⇑⇓"WE DON'T WANT TO COME IN WITH GUNS BLAZING"
 I volunteer with a local nonprofit overseeing a Bay Area 
watershed. One of the issues in the watershed is docks in 
disrepair, meaning docks that have broken up over the years 
and are now littering the creeks and Bay, and which will even-
tually litter the ocean. There are also some pretty sad-looking 
boats in the area.
 Our group really wants to clean up the area, but we don't 
want to come in with guns blazing and give the owners of 
these docks and boats any ultimatums. We want to work with 
them to help repair docks if possible, and get boats hauled if 
the owners cannot repair them so they can be used. Alas, we 
have a limited budget.
 Although I haven't sailed in years, I love Latitude. I love 
reading the stories people share with your magazine, and re-
member your article on the boats being cleaned out of Clipper 
Cove at Treasure Island. I thought you might be able to give 
me the names of some organizations, or some ideas on how 
we can work with the dock owners and residents to clean our 
creeks before things get worse.
 You don't need to publish this letter, as I'm mostly looking 
for information.

Anonymous
San Francisco Bay

 Anonymous — Not giving people ultimatums on their prop-
erty, be it their docks or their boats, is a smart move. A lot of the 
docks that were built decades ago are indeed now falling apart. 
We've seen it up and down the Napa and Petaluma Rivers, in 
the Delta, at Bel Marin Keys, over in the East Bay, down along 
the Peninsula, in San Francisco — just about everywhere. A lot 
of the failing docks are behind homes, but there are commercial 
marinas with broken docks, too. If there were a better economy 
and more demand for slips, the marinas could better afford to 

westmarine.com/rigging

Visit westmarine.com to shop our
New One Design offerings

Mobile Rigging Service Available

Your Sailing
Resource!

• Specialty Hardware
• Technical Apparel

Installation • Lifelines • Running Rigging
Standing Rigging • Dock & Anchor Lines
Your Complete Rigging Source!

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:
San Diego, CA
1250 Rosecrans St.
(619) 255-8844

Alameda, CA
730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

Seattle, WA
1275 Westlake Ave.N
(206) 926-0361
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replace them, but we don't see that happening soon.
 To be honest, we don't know what the solution is. Repairing 
or replacing the docks would be a major expense that few ho-
meowners can afford in this economy. Perhaps an even bigger 
problem is that the owner would have to get permits from the 
Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) which, 

as we un-
derstand it, 
would open 
them up to 
all kinds of 
public com-
ment from 
people who 
think any 
minor dock 
renovation 
should be 
mi t igated 
by the own-

er's having to pay for the removal of what's left of the Berkeley 
Pier. So we suspect 9 out of 10 dock owners would rather have 
a spinal tap than lay themselves bare to the BCDC and every 
sanctimonious activist in the region. If you want to make big 
strides in solving the problem, get the time, cost, and effort of 
permitting streamlined.
 But to be honest, we haven't noticed that dock planks are 
that much — if any — of a litter problem. They're organic, and 
like the tons of unprocessed wood that flows down the rivers 
and into the Bay and ocean each winter, degrade relatively 
quickly.
 What's not going to degrade quickly are the countless num-
ber of mostly smaller fiberglass boats that were built 30 to 50 
years ago. Many are all but abandoned, with the owners only 
continuing to pay the slip fees because in the short term it's 
less expensive than paying to have the boat cut up and thrown 
into a dumpster. There have been state programs to pay to have 
some fiberglass boats scrapped, but it's a drop in the ocean 
compared to what would be needed to achieve your goal. Then, 
too, what you and members of your organization might see as 
a "sad-looking" boat may be a beauty in the eye of her owner, 
one that embodies a lifetime of wonderful memories of sailing 
with spouses, children and friends. There is no way that you'd 
want to take that from them, is there?

⇑⇓MY TENTH — AND FINAL!  — BAJA BASH
 Thanks for the December 5 'Lectronic item on the Baja 
Bash. Please note that I was helping my friend Van Anderson, 
who is the owner of Sunday Morning, bring his boat home 

from Guaymas via Cabo in June of last 
year. At the time we were hoping that 
the last of the prevailing northwesterly 
winds and seas would have passed, but 
no such luck. We had strong northwest 
winds and adverse current all the way. 
In fact, it even freshened to 20-25 knots 
at night.

  The worst washing-machine experi-
ence we had was just off Ensenada, 
when it took us all day to get from 
Punta Banda to just beyond Todos 
Santos. We were making less than three 
knots of VMG. The Mexican Navy came 

by to check us out, but given the rough conditions, thought 
better of trying to board us. It wasn't until after 13 days at 

Dilapidated docks are not only totally biodegradable, but 
can also be very photogenic.
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"Never again!" says Ca-
hill of the Baja Bash.

VA
N

 A
N

D
ER

SO
N

 

www.marinavillageharbor.com

(510) 521-0905

MARINA VILLAGE
Much More than Just a Marina

New Year 

New Slip?

Consider a move to 
Marina Village. You'll enjoy 

your new neighbors and 
new neighborhood.

Full amenities. 
Friendly service.

Limited prime slips 
now available. Come for a tour!

Elegant and enjoyable.



S A I L. . . . . . . . . .
2007 70’  CNB 70
2000 53’  J/160
2006 52’  TP52
1994 43’  J/130
2002 40‘  C&C 121se
2000 38’  Catalina 380
1998 36‘  Beneteau 36s7
2007 33’  Cross Current
2010 31’  J/95
1993 30’  J/92
2003 28’  Corsair 28R 
P O W E R. . . . . . . . 
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sea that we reached our final destination of the Customs dock 
in San Diego. It was my 10th and truly final Baja Bash.
 But I'll sail south again in a heartbeat!

John L. Cahill, M.D., crew
Sunday Morning, Tayana 42

San Diego

⇑⇓DISAPPOINTMENT ON BOTH SIDES
 I was disappointed by the mean-spirited rebuttal to my 
letter in the December Latitude. We carry PFDs, EPIRBs, and 
fire extinguishers on our boats, but seldom ever use them. 
Why ridicule an honest suggestion of throwing a can of pepper 
spray into a lady's purse for personal protection when leaving 
a marina in Mexico? What can it hurt? Mexico is what it is.
 You do your readers a disservice with your overly optimistic 
assessment of the country's security.

John Ragozzino
Cazador, Hunter 43

San Diego

 John — We're sorry if you thought our response was a little 
over the top, but we thought your suggestion that sailors carry 
pepper spray every time they leave a marina in Mexico was 
both over-the-top mean-spirited and ignorant. The truth of the 
matter is that there are areas outside a number of California 
marinas that are much, much more dangerous than the worst 
area outside any marina in Mexico.
 It's almost impossible for cruisers in Mexico to convey how 
ill-informed so many Americans are about personal security 
in 'cruiser Mexico'. If a Mexican told you he wouldn't dare go 
to Belvedere or Pacific Heights or Atherton because of crime 
in Northern California you'd think he was nuts, wouldn't you? 
Well, that's exactly what every cruiser down here feels when 
people like you say they shouldn't leave places like Marina 
Vallarta, Marina Paradise, the Marina Riviera Nayarit, Grand 
Marina Barra, Puerto Los Cabos, Marina de La Paz, Costa Baja 
Marina, Marina El Cid, Marina Mazatlan, Las Hadas Marina, 
San Blas Marina, or any of the other marinas in Mexico, at 
night or without pepper spray. 
 The truth is that one of the very best things about cruising 
in Mexico is that cruisers feel so safe walking around at night 
to go to restaurants, to listen to live music, or to just take in 
the air. You don't get any stink eye from wannabe punks and 
thugs, but rather warm smiles and endless good vibes. No 
traffic either. If you don't believe us, just ask someone who 
has actually been cruising down here. Yes, there is terrible 
violence inland among narco gangs, but as we said last month, 
it hasn't been happening in 'cruiser Mexico'. So when we made 
the ridiculous comment that we're more afraid of getting eaten 
by a polar bear in Mexico than being a victim of narco violence, 
it wasn't that much of a joke.
 By the way, if some narco has an AK-47, your can of pepper 
spray isn't going to help at all.

⇑⇓BOB WILL FOREVER BE 'BIG DADDY'
 The November Sightings regarding the demise of Lead-
ing Lady was indeed sad to read. Bob Klein spent countless 
hours on that old girl. Just about every day I pulled up to the 
Richmond YC in the '80s, I'd wander down to visit with Bob 
as he worked on the endless to-do list. Even then, 40 feet of 
aluminum IOR warhorse was a handful to maintain. 
 You could certainly fill a book with the wonderful stories 
that countless sailors remember from their days on the water 
with Bob. For me, it was a trip out the Gate for one of the 
miserable ocean races Bob seemed to love so much. As we 
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exited the Gate, every wave seemed to get bigger and more 
square. I was new to the area, and while I trimmed the main 
I guess I kept muttering "Jeeeezus Christ!" as we sailed over 
what seemed like a small mountain range. Much to my relief, 
all the boats in front of us turned around and the race was 
called off. Naturally, Bob and Leading Lady were the last to 
quit. As I raced on big boats on the Bay for the next decade, 
the one thing I could count on if Bob saw me was a friendly 
"Yoo hoo!" followed by an inquiry if I'd seen any "J-C waves" 
that day.
 Bob was a huge part of my sailing and personal life. As I 
enter my 50s, I realize just how young he was when we lost 
him. He was a great man with a bigger-than-life personality. 
He really was — always will be — the "Big Daddy"!

Rob Anderson
 Moscow, ID

⇑⇓WARHORSE OR WORLD CRUISER?
 Paul Kamen’s Sightings comment on the Peterson Two-
Tonner Leading Lady is all wet. He wrote, “But she was a 
design from the dark years of the International Offshore Rule 
(IOR). In this market I can understand why she’s not worth 
having as a cruising boat.”
 I contend there is an alternative to the scrap heap. Back in 
'68, Sparkman & Stephens produced an all-aluminum 49-ft 
IOR thoroughbred by the name of Bay Bea. I’m going to go 
out on a limb here and say this boat would be the flagship 
for many successful all-aluminum competition boats of that 
era — including Leading Lady. It was the success of Pat Hag-
gerty's Bay Bea that inspired the construction of sister ships 
Scaramouche, Bandit and Aura. As for the ability to cruise 
such boats in comfort, safety and speed, the Dutch-flagged 
Aura has just completed a world circumnavigation, and the 
crew gave 'high fives' to this amazing vessel.
 As a recipient of the donated Bay Bea, we have been en-
couraged by Aura’s impressive “Aurand the World” success to 
hasten the restoration of Bay Bea. We would welcome all those 
who would like to be involved in preserving part of America’s 
yacht racing history. It really does take a village sometimes.

Todd Frye
Director, Bonneville School
of Sailing and Seamanship

(801) 404-0098
info@bonnevillesailing.com

 Todd — Historic Bay Bea was designed and built in the late 
'60s when yacht racing was switching over from the Cruising 
Club of America (CCA) racing rule, which had encouraged traits 
such as long overhangs and split rigs, to the IOR rule, which 
increasingly rewarded bumps, tumblehome and pinched sterns. 
In other words, hull shapes that were tortured for the purpose 
of making the IOR rule think they were slower than they really 
were.
 As originally built in the early days of the IOR, Bay Bea was 
more than a very good boat. But as you must have learned, 
in an attempt to keep up with the changes in the IOR rule 
and newer boats better exploiting the rule right off the draw-
ing board, owner Haggerty had to keep modifying Bay Bea, 
doing such things as adding rule-fooling bumps — made out 
of Bondoed-over ping-pong balls! — to sufficiently torture the 
hull. As the founder of Texas Instruments and later principal 
owner of the renowned Palmer-Johnson yard in Wisconsin that 
had built Bay Bea, he had the means to do it. Leading Lady, 
on the other hand, was designed a decade after Bay Bea by 
San Diego's Doug Peterson, who more than anyone had figured 
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out the IOR rule, and who knew how to shape hulls to the best 
effect. Leading Lady was one of the later IOR boats optimized 
for the rule, which is what Kamen meant about her being from 
the "dark years of the IOR."
 As for Bay Bea's sistership Aura having just completed a 
circumnavigation, we're sure it was "comfortable" — as com-
fortable as a flush-deck boat could be. We know people who 
have done long cruises on boats that started life with flush 
decks — including the 79-ft S&S aluminum legend Kialoa III, 
and the Serendipity 43s Wings and Scarlett O'Hara. Trust 

us, flush deck boats aren't anywhere near as ergonomically 
pleasing as boats with houses and proper cockpits.
 We wish you the best of luck with restoring a 49-ft aluminum 
racing boat from the '60s, but you might want to think twice 
about putting too much money into her. After all, rebuilding such 
an old aluminum boat — in Provo, Utah, of all places — might 
not be getting your organization the biggest bang for its sailing 
buck. Not that you asked for our opinion.

⇑⇓A 26-YEAR-OLD VET'S TAKE ON THE HA-HA
 If you’ve followed Latitude over the past couple of years, 
you’ve probably read about some of my sailing adventures. I'm 
an Iraq vet who spent a month in an induced coma before sail-
ing to Hawaii on a Bounty II that lost her rudder. I then rallied 
and sailed in the last Singlehanded TransPac on the Mt. Gay 
30 Warrior's Wish, which lost her keel on the way home. I'm a 
huge fan of Latitude, so when the publisher asked me to write 
a brief article on the Ha-Ha from a young person's perspective, 
I was honored. I'm writing this while standing watch on a Baja 
Bash delivery back to San Francisco. The air is still warm, 
there’s a full moon out, and I’m still in a post-orgasmic state 
of brown skin, a recovering liver, and a wandering spirit and 
mind that only a cruise to a tropical destination can deliver. 
Anyway, here is how it went down for me:
 My buddy Tony had bought the Kaufman 47 Knot Tied Down 
during the summer, so when he invited me on the Ha-Ha, I 
jumped at the chance. I’ve been doing a ton of racing over the 
past couple of years, but not much cruising, so I was especially 
interested in the change of pace. I arrived in San Diego about 
five days before the start of the Ha-Ha to help Tony finish up 
some last-minute chores and tidy up the boat before Ken and 
Phil, our other two crew, flew in from the Bay Area.
 The adventure and our debauchery started with the Ha-Ha 
Kick-Off Party in the parking lot of the West Marine Super-
store in San Diego on a grey, gloomy Sunday afternoon. It’s 
amazing how much energy and enthusiasm there is when 
you cram 503 cruisers into a small space. Some were there to 
start a two-week vacation, some were there to start a season 
of cruising, and some had just retired and were there to begin 

'Bay Bea' found a new home at the Bonneville School of Sailing and 
Seamanship in Provo, Utah.
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the realization of a life's dream of untying the dock lines and 
sailing to distant ports.
 Given a classy and hospitable send-off from San Diego by 
local and regional officials, the Ha-Ha fleet set off on Monday 
morning under grey skies. There is no better feeling than 

sailing out of port, 
turning south, and 
throwing up a spin-
naker. Due to light 
winds, the Grand 
Poobah called for a 
'rolling start', where 
boats could motor 
with no time penalty. 
But the four of us 
on Knot Tied Down 
hoped to sail the en-
tire way to Cabo, so 

despite very light wind, we shut off our engine before the 
starting line and started under spinnaker. It wasn't until we 
passed to the west of the Coronado Islands that we really 
got the boat moving. As the breeze picked up and the skies 
eventually cleared, we made our way south, still carrying the 
chute — and even catching some members of the fleet who 
had motored during the first hours.
 One of the big highlights of our trip was the fishing. Ken, 
our fishing guru, took charge by rigging up the hand lines 
and cedar plugs. He yelled "Fish on!!” for the first time on day 
three. Over the course of the next two hours, we hauled four 
yellowfin tuna aboard. This was enough for us to gorge on 
sushi and tuna steaks — and still bring more than 40 lbs of 
fish ashore for the gatherings in Turtle Bay.
 On our third and final night of the first leg, we decided to 
douse the spinnaker in the building breeze. Carrying a 150% 
genoa, we were still moving along well. In fact, we became 
massively overpowered just before the finish line, and decided 
to reduce sail. Alas, after two turns on the furler, we couldn't 
get the sail in any more, nor could we unfurl it. That meant 
we had to drop it. With no other option, I cut the furler line 
and manually unreaved it from the furler. This allowed us to 
completely unfurl the sail and then douse it. Being a rigger by 
trade, I helped Tony lead the furling line back more efficiently, 
and we had no more problems for the rest of the trip.
 Turtle Bay was epic! First there was the very fast-paced 
baseball game at the local stadium in which everybody got to 
bat a bunch of times. Then there was quite a bit of partying 
for us younger Ha-Ha folks at several bars, such as they are 
in the village. But the real gem was a surfing safari on our 
second day there. Fifteen of us younger Ha-Ha participants 
piled into two pickup trucks with 10 boards. Then two locals 
drove us up and over dirt roads, desert trails, and an airport 
runway to the local surf break. Conditions were absolutely 
ideal, and everyone had a great time, including surf instruc-
tor Cori Raffaelli from Sayulita who showed everyone how it 
should be done. The 6’10” surfboard I'd bought just for the 
trip turned out to be a wise investment.
 Once we were surfed out, we made our way to the huge 
beach party at the northeast part of Turtle Bay. There was 
music, beer, potluck food, fresh fish, volleyball, girls in biki-
nis — and even the 38-ft catamaran Younger Girl — on the 
beach. Scores of us enjoyed a great bonding experience as we 
tried to get the cat headed into the fortunately small waves 
and deeper water. Even though we were unable to refloat her, 
it was great group fun — and she got off undamaged with a 
higher tide a short time later.

Ronnie's Ha-Ha videos can be seen in the 
November 7 'Lectronic Latitude.
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 After a number of cervezas that night, I faced an unfore-
seen challenge: finding Knot Tied Down in a harbor full of 
sailboats with matching anchor lights. I spent over three 
hours in a panga, often looking for my boat, but often having 
to ride the panga back and forth to the pier to pick up more 
passengers. It was very disorienting. In the end, I was 'that 
guy' who never did find his boat. I’m pretty sure that it had 
everything to do with the matching anchor lights and nothing 
to do with my having had a couple of tequilas with my beer. 
After sharing a cup of coffee with me, a local named Miguel 
was nice enough to lend me his sleeping bag. So I spent the 
night sleeping under the stars on the pier. 
 We started the second leg in light breeze again, with the 
chute up. The breeze remained light for much of the 240 miles 
to Bahia Santa Maria, although it built enough near the end to 
provide idyllic sailing conditions. Because I'm young, I jumped 
into the water just before the finish line, and while hanging 
onto a spinnaker sheet, took a pretty neat video with my Go 
Pro. You can see it by visiting the November 7 'Lectronic.
 By the time the fleet reached Santa Maria, everyone had 
found friends and formed small cliques. We partied the nights 
away at anchor, ate heaps of fish, enjoyed another mass beach 
party, and had another couple of days of playing in the surf. 
It seemed to me that it was at Bahia Santa Maria that a true 
sense of community had developed, with all kinds of people 
embarking on new adventures and traveling to new places 
together.
 The first day of the leg to Cabo was great, but then the 
wind went light. We floundered around before finally throw-
ing in the towel and firing up the big diesel, eliminating our 
chances of being 'Soul Sailors'. But there was a feverish level 
of excitement aboard Knot Tied Down, as there were still two 
great parties to come at a world-class destination.
 The beach party on Friday and awards ceremony on Satur-
day were spectacular, if a bit bittersweet for me. While most 
of the fleet was headed up into the Sea of Cortez or across 
to the mainland, Tony and I were headed north to get the 
boat back to Alameda. Saying goodbye to friends, whether 
new or old, is always difficult. But after the Ha-Ha, I was left 
with nothing but inspiration to cruise further, and with good 
memories from a great adventure.
 The Grand Poobah told me he appreciated having younger 
people in the fleet, and said he hoped more young people 
would do it in the future. I couldn't agree more. In fact, he's 
holding the first two spots on next year's roster for Heidy 
Gross, a cute 30-year old female from Southern California 
who hopes to sail her Pearson Vanguard 32 Que Suerte (see 
page 80 to find out more about Heidy's philosophy on cruis-
ing), and me, a 26-year-old rigger from Alameda. I'll be going 
on my Albin Cumulus 28 Chippewa after having sailed my 
second Singlehanded TransPac aboard my Moore 24 101.
 The Ha-Ha is a killer event, with lots of great people to meet, 
great parties, fantastic scenery and sailing, and enchant-
ing stops in a beautiful country. If you’re young and have a 
cruising boat, or just want to crew on someone else’s boat, 
consider this your invite. Let’s make the next Ha-Ha the best 
one ever. I hope to see you in San Diego next October 29 for 
the start of Ha-Ha XIX.

Ronnie Simpson, Crew
Knot Tied Down, Kaufman 47

Alameda

 Readers — In a coincidence, the morning we added this 
letter we woke up to see Ronnie Simpson on some television 
program about people who by all rights probably shouldn't be 
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His response:
"I love to do research before I do business. When I needed work done to my fleet I hit the internet and asked the most knowledgeable people 
I know. Question: Who's the best? Regardless of location and proximity. Scott Easom and Easom Rigging in Pt. Richmond, CA, was the 
answer. ERR is no "boat yard" rigging company; it specializes in performance rigging – just what I need. Given their reputation and accom-
plishments, I thought they'd be justified charging considerably more than the boat yards or independent rig shops. To my surprise, ERR's 
hourly rates are below the local yards' rates. In addition to the work I'm having done, ERR has an incredibly knowledgeable and helpful staff. 
To me, there is no other choice anywhere other than ERR.
People in the Bay Area are lucky they don't have to travel
far to have ERR work on their boats – I shipped one from
Chicago and one from San Diego to get their local service!"

Thank you,
J. Spalding, Texas

Easom Racing and Rigging

1230 Brickyard Cove Rd., Suite 102
Point Richmond, CA 94801

www.easomrigging.com  •  (510)  232-SAIL (7245)

2 BOATS – 1 OWNER – 1 RIGGER

Why would an owner from Texas send his 10 meter from Chicago and his SC 52 from San Diego –
a total of 2,700 miles –  to Easom Rigging and Racing to have work done?

Santa Cruz 52 delivered 550 miles,
Tartan 10 – 2,150 miles!

BOAT LOANS

Unbeatable rates.

Call us today 
for a free quote.

(800) 233-6542

www.seacoastmarine.net

A division of Seacoast National Bank.

San Diego, Newport Beach, Alameda & Seattle

See us at

January 26-29

New / Used / Refinance

4 OUPV up to 100 GT
4 Master or Mate Near Coastal less 

than 100 GT
4 Master or Mate Inland less 

than 100 GT

Captain’s License

Toll Free: 888-262-8020
www.MaritimeInstitute.com

Our 2 week USCG approved Captain's
course meets all the requirements for
not only the OUPV/6-PACK License;
but also for the following licenses:

Captain’s License Training

Maritime Institute



LETTERS

alive any longer. We're glad he's still with us.
 We certainly hope next year's Ha-Ha will be the youngest 
ever. For those who think cruising has to be expensive, there 
were four boats entered in last year's event that cost less 
than $10,000. We don't want to underplay the possible risks 
in doing a Ha-Ha or the work involved in getting a boat ready, 
but if you're an experienced or even just eager sailor, it's pos-
sible to do the Ha-Ha and a whole season in Mexico on a very 
simple boat for much less than you might imagine. As in about 
$10,000, and having a boat to sell when it's over.

⇑⇓PUNTA MITA IS A CELEBRITY HOTSPOT
 The day after I read an item in 'Lectronic reporting that 
celebrities were buying waterfront property at Punta Mita 
on the tip of Banderas Bay, there were news headlines that 
Muammar Gaddafi's son al-Saadi had been trying to get a 
fake Mexican passport, buy property there, and hide out. You 
guys are on the ball!

David Hume
 Planet Earth

 David — Let us clarify things a bit. This all came about 
because Virgin America had just inaugurated nonstop service 
from San Francisco to Puerto Vallarta, so they were pushing 
all the best magazine quotes about Punta Mita. We decided 
one of the quotes would be good for spicing up our report on 
the Banderas Bay Blast, the fleet of which raced to Punta Mita 
and spent one night there. To be honest, the quote about Punta 
Mita becoming the "hottest spot in the world for celebrities" has 
to be tempered by the fact that the quote came from Harper's 
Bazaar rather than more influential magazines such as Vogue 
or Vanity Fair, and that some of the celebrities mentioned 
included Kim Kardashian and Charlie Sheen, considered by 
many to be celebrity trash.
 Anyway, it was by pure coincidence the story broke the 
next day that Mexican authorities had arrested Canadian 
resident Cynthia Vanier in Mexico City, along with two others, 

for allegedly conspiring to smuggle 
Saadi, the late Colonel Muammar 
Gaddafi’s soccer-loving son, and 
his family to Mexico, get them phony 
Mexican passports, open up bank 
accounts, and buy them property 
in Punta Mita. There have been 
conflicting reports on whether the 
real estate deals actually went 
through. Vanier, a mother of two 
who operates a well-regarded me-
diation company in Canada, had 
been in Tripoli last summer with 
Gary Peters, the CEO of a Canadian 
company that provided security 
for the late Libyan dictator. Vanier 
returned from Libya and wrote a 
report that many people considered 

to be suspiciously one-sided in favor of the late dictator. Saadi 
is currently in Niger.

⇑⇓TAX ASSESSORS CAME THROUGH IN NOVEMBER
 When we passed through California from Seattle in '00 
enroute to Mexico and beyond, we found ourselves in Chula 
Vista Marina in November when the tax authorities came 
through for a list of boats to be assessed with personal 
property tax on the January 1 'tax day'. We left the marina 
and the country before the end of the year and 'tax day', but 
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Despite an Interpol red notice 
for al-Saadi Gaddafi, he was 
given asylum in Niger.

BRING BACK 
THE GOOD LOOKS 
OF YOUR SAIL

WWW.VACUWASH.COM
Sailmaking Support Systems
588 Portsmouth Ave., Greenland
NH 03840 (Tax-free). USA
Tel.: (603) 373 6836. Fax: (603) 431 6335
order-usa@vacuwash.com

Vacu Wash® is the leading washing technique for laminated and 
woven sails, displaying extraordinary results where other don’t. 
Go to our website and see the many ‘before and after’ examples 
and see how easy it is to ship your sails to our facilities in tax-
free New Hampshire. Good looks DO matter...

www.nznonskid.com
949-612-2730

■ No haul out – all work done right in your slip
■ KiwiGrip Non-Skid System – the finest
 non-skid on the planet
■ 1/3 the cost of a traditional non-skid job

Time to Redo
Your Non-Skid?
Time to Redo

Your Non-Skid?
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Making boating easier – and more fun! – is what Oyster Cove is all about.

America's Cup boats are already here! Take advantage of Oyster Cove's great location. Near the 
races and practices, as well as SFO and mass transit, Oyster Cove is the private marina best for 
America's Cup convenience.

385 OYSTER POINT BOULEVARD #8A, 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO

( 650 ) 952 - 5540

• Berths 30 feet to 60 feet

• Double Finger Concrete Slips

• Five Minutes from SFO

• Close to Mass Transit

The Cup is coming – slips are going!

• Heated Dressing Rooms & Showers

• Laundry Room   

• Nightly Security Patrol

• Complimentary Ice

www.oystercovemarina.net

Recently 

Dredged!

STARBUCK
CANVAS
WORKS

67 Libertyship Way
Sausalito, CA 94965
415•332•2509

"Intelligently
designed…"

"…and highly 
evolved"
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that didn't stop the county from trying to collect the tax. It 
took an enormous amount of time and effort to get the tax 
bill reversed. The whole experience with the tax authorities 
was not pleasant, but the biggest problem, which took years 
to correct, was the damage to our credit report. So it was a 
little premature for Latitude to advise those Canadian cruis-
ers that they have nothing to worry about. Eh?
 We're currently at Johor Baru, across the river from Singa-
pore, in possibly one of the best marinas that could be found 
anywhere. And the rent is free! I only pay for the electricity I 
use. Thanks to a neighboring boat owned by a local billionaire, 
the security here is first class. In fact, the local police come 
to the dock several times per day to check up. Singapore is 
only a short bus ride away but, as you know, it's a complete 
contrast to the situation one encounters in Indonesia and 
Malaysia.
 P.S. We love Latitude. Keep up the good work.

Lawrence Page
Moonfire, 70-ft custom ketch

Edmonds, WA / Currently Singapore

 Lawrence — Thanks for the kind words. We think that 
the county assessors are easier on foreign transient boats 
these days, but we suppose everyone should check just to be 
sure.

⇑⇓WINTER IN FIRELAND
 After nearly nine years afloat — including a circumnavi-
gation via San Francisco in the '80s with our Albin Vega 27 
Tarka the Otter, and our current voyage from Cape Town to 
Japan via the Beagle Channel and Straits of Magellan aboard 
our Vancouver 27 — my wife Jenny and I have made many 
Bay Area sailing friends. We're always interested in picking 
up copies of Latitude 38, the most recent being snagged at 
the Marianas YC in Guam.
 As we recall, Latitude allows authors to do their own short 
book reviews. In view of this, we think our Bay Area sailing 

friends might be interested to 
learn that I've just published 
Winter in Fireland, a book about 
our adventures in the far south. 
We write about voyaging from 
Cape Town, South Africa, to 
Japan via the Patagonian and 
Chilean channels. While this 
meant we didn't have to round 
Cape Horn, the Patagonian and 
Chilean channels are among the 
most inhospitable places on the 
planet to be on a boat, and parts 
of them are still uncharted. My 
book is all about ultra off-the-
beaten-track cruising in the 
high latitudes on a small boat, 
which I try to put into historical 
context. The cover photo was 
taken by Klaus Hauessler of 
Ludus Amoris. Hauessler's was 

the only sailboat we encountered in the four months we spent 
in the Chilean Channels. We're told that Bosun Bird, our 
27-footer, is one of the smallest vessels ever to have transited 
these waters.
 After emerging into the Pacific again at Puerto Montt, we 
sailed to New Zealand via Easter Island, and subsequently to 
Japan. The Land of the Rising Sun is rather an odd cruising 

The Coghlan's adventures are 
detailed in their book 'Winter in 
Fireland'.
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(510) 234-4400

560	W.	Cutting	Blvd.,	#2
Richmond,	CA	94804
Inside	the	KKMI	boatyard

•		Classic	dodgers	and	biminis
•		Drop-top	folding	dodgers
•		Custom	canvas	for	sailboats

All sewing in Tenara thread.

why us? 
When you're halfway to the Farallones

or halfway across the ocean,
it's good to know that your dodger

was made by someone who's been there.
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Doyle StackPack and TidesTrack® combine
to create the world's easiest and most
effective mainsail handling system. NEW

DOYLE SAN FRANCISCO
Bill Colombo 510-523-9411

DOYLE S. CALIFORNIA
Bob Kettenhofen 949-645-5388

www.doylesails.com

WINTER
SAVINGS
now in
effect!

REPAIR.
RECUT.
REPLACE.

1300-A 25th Street, San Francisco

(415) 821-2628
www.parkpresidiomarine.com

Since 1963

MARINE

  
 P

ARK PRESIDIO

Sales • Service • Parts • Accessories

Factory Trained and Certified Technicians

Inflatables • Outboard Motors

Your Authorized Bay Area Dealer

Distributors for Brownell 
Boat Stands

Dealers for 

1200 Milton Road • Napa, CA 94559
(707) 252-8011 • Fax (707) 252-0851
www.napavalleymarina.com

Marina • Boatyard • Chandlery • Brokerage

California's Largest Dry Storage Facility

NAPA VALLEY MARINA

CALL
US

TODAY!

NAPA VALLEY MARINA =

SERVICE

• Engine repair – diesel and gas
• Outdrive repair
• Gel Coat Repair

• Shaft Alignment
• Bottom Jobs –
                      Paints
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destination, as every bay and nook has an artificial harbor 
that precludes anchoring. Japan is nonetheless fascinating, 
and we have been the object of astounding hospitality. Since 

our arrival in Kagoshima in 
April, we have met only two 
foreign 'resident' yachts and 
one transient yacht. We are 
currently at Suma Yacht 
Harbour near Kobe, at the 
east end of the Inland Sea. 
We intend to continue on to 
Alaska in the spring of '12.

  Readers interested in sail-
ing to Japan — an obvious 
route home to the West Coast 
from the South Pacific — 
should not hesitate to contact 

us for more info at bosun_bird@yahoo.ca. An illustrated ac-
count of our adventures, as well as notes on sailing in Japan, 
can be found at www.bosunbird.com.

Nick & Jenny Coghlan
Bosun Bird, Vancouver 27

Victoria, BC

 Readers — What Nick didn't have room to say is that he 
and Jenny were born in the United Kingdom, but moved to 
Argentina in '78. After moving to the west coast of Canada, 
Nick joined the Canadian Foreign Service, which resulted in 
his and Jenny's being given assignments that included Mexico 
City, Bogota (Colombia), Khartoum (Sudan), and Cape Town 
(South Africa). While in Sudan, they were able to maintain their 
sailing skills by racing steel Khartoum One-Design dinghies at 
the junction of the Blue and White Niles, where the Blue Nile 

Sailing Club has 
its headquarters 
aboard HMS Me-
lik, Lord Kitchen-
er's former gun-
boat. After their 
posting in South 
Africa, the couple 
bought a stout 
Vancouver  27 
to replace their 
Vega 27, as they 
wanted to fulfill 
a lifelong dream 
of sailing back to 
Patagonia via the 
Roaring Forties. 

On their way to Japan in '07, they stopped in Tahiti, where 
Nick accepted a two-year diplomatic assignment in peaceful 
Pakistan. Subsequently the couple continued on to the Cook 
Islands, Tonga, Fiji, New Zealand, Vanuatu, the Solomon Is-
lands and Japan.
 Given the life that Nick and Jenny have led, we can't imag-
ine he had much trouble thinking of things to write about. As 
the couple are no longer kids, the book will no doubt appeal 
to older folks who are thinking about making long ocean pas-
sages with rather small boats.

⇑⇓COCONUT CRABS AND BLACK TIP SHARKS
 I can almost go with gently rubbing the tummy of one of 
those huge coconut crabs to get him to stop pinching me, 
but is that the same technique you use to keep from getting 
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The first snow of winter settles in on 'Bosun Bird' 
in Puerto Williams, Chile

The Coghlans were quickly 'ad-
opted' by locals in Japan.
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Dear Travis and Colin:We’ve had a wonderful summer of sailing…and have received numerous compliments on the sails, Mack-Packs, 
and the improved performance of the boat. We’ve done a bit of racing and, after a classic boat race, one competi-tor (a sailmaker in Seattle) said he was really impressed with our sails…(happy Port Townsend customer)

Now in our 43rd year!

license #oE32738

MARINE INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”
7 Marina Plaza • Antioch, CA 94509

At � e Antioch Marina

TWIN RIVE R S

Worldwide Coverage

• West Coast • East Coast
• Atlantic • Pacific
• Mexico • Caribbean

ace seguros

Representing…

www.boatInsuranceonly.com • (800) 259-5701

Shop Your Renewal & $ave • Flexible Survey Requirements

Years of unbeatable experience to match your needs to the right product.

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

Broad Navigational Areas • Liveaboards

Agreed Value Policies • Fuel Spill Liability
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Our GUARANTEED, U.S. 
Coast Guard Approved 
course will prepare you for all 
elements of the exam, guide 
you through the application 
process, and conclude with 
on-site testing.

ASA Outstanding School 2009 & 2010  

Get Your 
US Coast Guard 

Captain’s License

OUPV LICENSE - $995
100 TON LICENSE - $1195

Gain Advanced Certifications in Exotic Locations
with John Connolly

LEG 1: May 25 - June 4 (Society Islands)

SOUTH PACIFIC -  2012

LEG 2: June 7 - 17 (Raiatea to Tuomotus)
LEG 3: June 20 - 30 (Tuomotus to Raiatea)

ASA 108 
OPM

LEG 2 & 3

Cost
$2700 / berth, $4995 / cabin

Feb. 13 - 25
M-F, 9am - 5:30pm

January 19 (6:30 - 10pm): Beginning Race Clinic, Racing Fundamentals Meeting
January 21 (10am - 3pm): Noonsite Workshop with John Connolly
January 21 (9am - 4pm): Docking Clinic

formerly Kappas Marina

MODERN FACILITIES IN A WELL-PROTECTED HARBOR

BERTH YOUR BOAT IN SAUSALITO

415 332-5510 www.richardsonbaymarina.com
100 Gate Six Road, Sausalito • Fax 415 332-5812

Concrete 
Dock System

Well Maintained 
Facilities

Beautiful 
Surroundings

• DEEP WATER BERTHS: 
BASIN AND CHANNEL 
DREDGED

• CARD KEY SECURITY SYSTEM

• DOCK CARTS

• PUMP OUT STATION

• AMPLE PARKING

• CLEAN SHOWER AND
 TOILET FACILITIES

• WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE: MARKET/DELI, 
LAUNDROMAT, 
RESTAURANT

• AT EACH BERTH:  
LARGE STORAGE BOX,

 METERED ELECTRICITY, 
PHONE HOOKUPS, WATER

44i

613.544.9283    www.liveantares.com    info@liveantares.com
Toronto                      Charleston                      Buenos Aires

Glass windshield, complete 
engine instrumentation, 
and weather enclosure 
make the Antares a true 
all-season catamaran.

AThe world’s BesT liveABoArd

Antares
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hurt by black tip sharks?
John Boye

Tom Thumb, Havsfidra 25
Brookings, OR

 John — Call us chicken, but our shark technique, unless 
we're with an expert, is to stay out of the water. For those who 
might be curious what this letter is all about, it stems from the 
following December 7 report in 'Lectronic:
 "Among the most interesting animals that cruisers encoun-

ter for the first time in the South 
Pacific is the coconut crab. Check 
out the one — they are typically 
blue — being held up by Randy 
Ramirez of the Stockton-based 
Mariah 31 Mystic at Suwarrow 
Atoll in the Cook Islands a few 
months ago. Big, isn't it? The larg-
est land-living arthropod in the 
world, coconut crabs can weigh 
as much as nine pounds and have 
a leg span of three feet. They don't 
usually reach mature size until 40 
to 60 years of age. Yeah, some of 
them live long enough to qualify 
for social security. Want to win a 
bar bet? Except in infancy, coco-
nut crabs are terrestrial and don't 
have gills. As a result, they drown 

if they are immersed in water for more than an hour! Unlike 
coconut crabs, blacktip reef sharks, which are also common at 
Suwarrow, can stay underwater forever.
 "Despite the crab's name and the fact they are almost al-
ways found in the vicinity of coconut palms, the staple of a 
coconut crab's diet is fleshy fruits, nuts, tortoise hatchlings and 
dead animals. It's also been speculated that coconut crabs ate 
the remains of missing aviatrix Amelia Earhart, then hid her 
bones in their burrows. But yes, coconut crabs do eat coconuts. 
Sometimes they find a coconut on the ground, cut it to a husk 
nut, take it up to 30 feet high in a tree, then drop it in hopes 
of cracking it open. How do they get down from the tree them-
selves? Sometimes they intentionally free-fall from heights of 
as much as 15 feet. Other times coconut crabs find coconuts 
on the ground, and over a period of days use their claws to cut 
holes in the nut to get at the contents.
 "Coconut crabs have no known predators other than other 
coconut crabs and hungry humans such as Ramirez. The fact 
that coconut crabs have lots of meat, are considered a delicacy, 
and are thought to be aphrodisiacs, means they are now rare in 
some areas where they previously thrived. But they still thrive in 
the Cooks. When a coconut crab pinches a human, it will do the 
pit bull thing and not let go. If you gently rub a pitbull's stomach 
with some light material, it will keep biting you. But coconut crabs 
are complete sensualists, so if you gently tickle their undersides 
with something soft, they will loosen their grip."

 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifications. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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Ramirez shows off what must be 
a 50-year-old coconut crab.

The Iverson’s Dodger is now 
available in the Bay Area!
Dodgers • Bimini Tops • Enclosures

206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com

Check out our “Must-See” website!!

www.scandiamarineproducts.com
or call: (651) 433-5058

By Scandia Marine ProductsULTIMATE  MARINE LAddERS

DOCK SAFETY LADDERS SAVE LIVES
COLD WATER KILLS 
It’s nearly impossible for an accidental swimmer 
to climb onto a dock without help. Up-n-Out 
Dock Safety Ladders were invented to solve 

that problem. Deployable by the swimmer, 
they store out of the water, yet are specifically 

made to discourage recreational swimming 
in the marina.

SW 1224
12 Inch Wide 

Universal Direct Mount

SL 1224 - 9 Inch Wide
Plate Mount100% US Made
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wave is white

Looking forward
to seeing you in 2012!

Imagine yourself in 20 acres of park-like beauty just off 
the San Joaquin River – channel marker 41.

Imagine your boat at a friendly, clean and relaxing marina. 

This is Owl harbOr!
Monthly Berths and Guest Slips available  •  Yacht Clubs always welcome

www.owlharbor.com            (916) 777-6055
1550 W. Twitchell Island Road  Isleton, CA 95641

P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY • SAUSALITO, CA 94966
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

415•332•5478
www.listmarine.com

SAUSALITO

•	Full	service	
engine	shop

•	We	service	all	makes

•	Dockside	facilities

•	Mobile	service	trucks
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 Eight Bells
 We were saddened to learn that circumnavigator and 
author Diana Jessie passed away on December 15 of conges-
tive heart failure following a series of strokes. Diana began 
sailing in '74 and skippered an all-women sailing team on 
San Francisco Bay, sailing in the Big Boat Series, TransPac, 
and many other offshore races. From '85 to '92, she and 

husband Jim circumnavigated 
aboard their 48-ft, cold-molded 
Lapworth sloop Nalu IV, then went 
on to circumnavigate the North 
Pacific in the late '90s. All told, the 
Jessies sailed more than 120,000 
miles aboard Nalu IV. For the last 
several years, the couple has lived 
aboard their Grand Banks Alas-
kan 53 Nalu in Alameda.
 Diana was known for her pas-
sion for introducing the world 
of sailing to others, especially 
women. "Diana opened the door 
for me," says Behan Gifford, 

who is currently cruising with her husband and three kids 
aboard their Stevens 47 Totem. "She demystified what felt 
like an unattainable dream. She was passionate about shar-
ing a woman's perspective and experience of cruising, to put 
open-eyed women in the driver's seat of what had long been 
a male-dominated realm." 
 Gifford isn't alone in that sentiment. Diana's books — es-
pecially The Cruising Woman's Advisor — as well as articles 
and seminars helped motivate and inspire many female 
sailors over the years. "Diana was one tough cookie, revered 
and loved by many across oceans," says Sarah Powell of the 
San Francisco-based Tayana 47 El Tiburon. "She left a long 
legacy of inspiring women to untie the docklines and follow 
their wildest dreams in her wake."
 We didn't have details at press time, but a memorial service 
will take place this month at Oakland YC.

— ladonna

 Longtime Bay Area racers may recall a gregarious competi-
tor named Andy Rothman, who died last month after a long 
battle with pancreatic cancer. He actively campaigned Glory 
Days and Spirit in Bay and offshore races during the late '80s 
and '90s and enjoyed many victories, including a class win 
in the '90 Pacific Cup. 
 But, more than his racing prowess, we remember Andy 
most for the stoic attitude with which he faced his deadly 
diagnosis 14 years ago. Knowing his days were numbered, 
rather than giving up on his dreams, he expanded them. In 
1995 he and his wife Jill set out to circumnavigate the globe 
aboard their J/44 First Light, not knowing if he would live 
long enough to complete it. 
 According to Jill, that decade of cruising comprised the 
"happiest years of his life." Tragically, however, the boat had 
to be abandoned in mid-Atlantic during what would have 
been one of the final legs of their trip. In the years since, Andy 
and Jill have lived an active yet peaceful life in the San Juan 
Islands. Andy lived a full and colorful life that included a tour 
of duty in Vietnam and high-level jobs in Washington, Silicon 
Valley and San Francisco. He had a lifelong love of writing, 
photography and most of all, sailing. We like to think his active 
passion for the sport helped him to far outlive his prognosis. 
Andy's robust spirit will be sorely missed by many. 

— andy
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Diana Jessie at the helm.
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Come Join The Fun

• Other SizeS AvAilAble

• We Own A 220 Slip Marina
• Monthly Membership Dues Required

Call For Details!

Oakland Yacht Club
in Alameda, CA

www.oaklandyachtclub.com
(510) 522-6868

SLIPS AVAILABLE

28-FT BOATS $110/MONTH

Est. 1913

1150 Brickyard cove rd., SUiTe B6
Pt. Richmond, cA 94801 • (510) 234-9566

COOL, COMPACT 12V DC*
AIR CONDITIONING

Enjoy year-round cabin comfort with this new
breakthrough, efficient air conditioning unit.

*Powers through 700w inverter

CALL
FOR

QUOTE

NEW

from

SUMMER'S
COMING!
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Completely Rebuilt Marina • Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock • Free Pump Out Station 
Modern Launch Ramp • Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair

Arena Marine Supply Store • Andy's Local Market • Bait Shop
Land or Sea Canvas • Windjammer Yacht Sales • Loch Lomond Yacht Club 

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

Loch Lomond marina

MOVE-IN
SPECIAL

ThIRD MONTh 
FREE!

The Peninsula's #1 Marine Service Center

Full Shop • Factory trained • Mobile Service

671 Marina Blvd., South San Francisco, CA 94080
info@drakemarine.com

 (650) 588-3015 • www.drakemarine.com
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 On the West Coast, even years mean one thing: two races originating 
from the Bay and finishing in Hawaii. Whether you’re drawn toward 
the ‘Bug Light for Weirdos’, a.k.a. the Singlehanded TransPac, or the 
Pacific Cup, they both represent great choices.
 In 2010, the Pacific Cup enjoyed the most epic conditions for a 
Hawaii race ever. A 45-ft monohull — Chip Megeath’s R/P 45 Criminal 
Mischief — completed the 2,070-mile course in 7d, 10h, 21m. Mark 

Howe’s Farr 36 War Pony finished 
in 8d, 17h, 20m, which has to be a 
record for a boat under 40 feet in a 
Hawaii race. Pacific Cup winner Jack 
Taylor’s SC 50 Horizon rolled to a 8d, 
11h, 46m elapsed time.
 If those numbers have you think-
ing about doing this year’s race, 
you’d probably do well to get right 
on with entering. The race typically 
has an upper limit of 75 boats due 
to space restrictions at the gorgeous 
and ever-hospitable Kaneohe YC, 
and as of this writing 43 boats have 
already signed up!
 In that group of 43, there are some 
top-quality sailors and boats with 
multiple Hawaii races under their 
safety harnesses. There’s also a wide 
range of boat types — everything 
from small cruisers to flat-out racing 
machines. The entries run the gamut 

from previous-edition division winners to first-timers.
 The last day to lodge an entry is May 1, but with so much time left 
and so few open spots, you might be left standing on the dock because 
you didn’t get your paperwork in order in time. You can find all the 
details at www.pacificcup.org.
 If the thought of sailing to Hawaii this summer appeals to you but 
doing it with crew seems a little like cheating, then the Singlehanded 
TransPac is the race for you. Coming up on its 18th running, this 2,120-
mile downwind sleighride to tranquil Hanalei Bay on the island of Kauai 
is considered a rite of passage by many solo sailors, and has proven over 
the years to be quite addictive.
 This year may appeal to repeat offenders more than ever as Race 
Chair Rob Tryon has slashed the entry fee for race vets by $200. “I re-
ally wanted to encourage past racers to join us again,” Tryon said. “It 
doesn’t matter when they last raced, just that they’ve competed before 
and would like an opportunity to add to their belt buckle collection.” (All 
finishers receive a coveted bronze belt buckle.) Members of the Single-
handed Sailing Society — the organization that puts on the race — get 
a $100 discount, but keep in mind that all fees increase by $100 after 
March 1, so now is the time to decide if this will be your year. 
 Tryon expects to end up with a fleet of more than 20 boats, which 
would rival the ‘08 fleet. As for the type of boats he expects, he says he’s 
already received applications from a wide variety of boats, ranging from 
an Open 50 to a Moore 24. You can download all the important forms 
from www.sfbaysss.org, but expect an all-new 2012 site to be launched 
this month.
 Both races also offer informative pre-race seminar schedules that are 
open to the public. The next Pacific Cup seminar, covering navigation 
systems, spares and repairs, and the return trip, will be held January 
29. Their half-day programs generally have a fee so check their site for 
details and to sign up. The Singlehanded TransPac’s talks are shorter 
and free. Kame Richards of Pineapple Sails will be presenting ‘Sail Selec-
tion & Repair’ on January 18 at Oakland YC at 7 p.m.

— rob & ladonna
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a-cup sectionhawaii races galore
 The sailing component of the buildup 
to America’s Cup 34 is finished for ‘11, 
but there was still plenty going on in the 
Cup world last month.
 One of the biggest steps toward begin-
ning construction on the piers along the 
San Francisco Cityfront was getting the 
environmental impact report adopted by 
San Francisco’s Planning and Port Com-
missions. Both complied, but an appeal 
filed by a smattering of neighborhood and 

Start both races in foggy San Francisco and 
end up in paradise!
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the art of sufferingon sabbatical
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environmental groups threatens to slow 
the process as the Board of Supervisors is 
set to vote on the report this month.
 On the legal front, a stillborn challenge 
from the African Maritime Diaspora Cor-
poration filed suit against the Golden Gate 
YC, alleging — among other things — that 
the club had engaged in “self-dealing” 
by not sharing with all the challengers 
the revenue from the land deals the club 

 When Jen Mooney sets her sights on a target, her focus doesn’t 
waver. Two years ago the sheep farmer from Alberta, Canada, decided 
to learn to sail, and now she’s an official entrant in this summer’s 
Singlehanded TransPac (see previous story).
 Jen and her husband Curtis, an RCMP officer, own a boarding 
stable and a 200-head-strong sheep ranch in Winfield, Alberta, about 
130 miles north of Calgary. Having always wanted to learn to sail, Jen 
sought out an instructor and started learning aboard a San Juan 28 
on 32-sq-mile Lake Wabamun. 
 “Initially there were four students on the boat,” she recalls, “but 

continued on outside column of next sightings pagecontinued in middle column of next sightings page

Whether you prefer a little company on your 
jaunt to Hawaii, or you’d rather go it alone, 
this summer offers two opportunities to go.
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made with the City of San Francisco. 
 As of this writing, there wasn’t much 
to indicate the suit will fly, but if it were 
to continue, it would constitute a signifi-
cant hurdle for GGYC and the AC Event 
Authority.
 Although there will undoubtedly be 
more interesting news in the coming 
months, there won’t be any AC World 
Series events until April. Because we’re 
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suffering — cont’d a-cup
eventually it came down to just me.” Jen went on to take navigation 
and skipper courses on the coast, and admits that her experience is 
limited to coastal sailing. 
 She soon heard the siren song of solo ocean racing, but had a 
hard time finding any races that would allow her to go solo . . . until 
she stumbled across the website for the Singlehanded TransPac. 
“I’m attracted to the independence of it,” Jen says. “I think I’ll have 
a bigger sense of accomplishment doing it alone than if I was on a 
crewed boat.”

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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suffering — cont’d— cont’d
 Once she made up her mind to do the race, she began searching 
for a boat. It didn’t take long for her to find a well-outfitted Ericson 
27 she’s dubbed Little Bo Peep. “I’m only 5’1½” so I wanted a boat I 
felt comfortable on,” she says, “plus it’s about the same size as the 
boat I learned on.”
 Little Bo Peep has been hauled at Svendsen’s Boat Works in Alameda 
since Jen bought her in October, but since she can only fly down about 
every six weeks, she’s had the yard do most of the upgrades the boat 
needed. “They’re my new best friends,” she laughs. “They took off the 
roller furler and added double headstays, along with all-new rigging, 
fresh bottom paint, new thru-hulls, and so on. They even dropped 
and inspected the rudder — don’t want that falling off!” 

 Last month, Little Bo Peep was finally 
splashed and Jen was able to take her out 
for a few sails. “She handles really nice but 
we still need to lay out the running rigging 
so it’s easier for me to control from the 
cockpit,” she says. She plans on sailing the 
little boat out the Gate — accompanied by 
someone with extensive local knowledge — 
on her next visit later this month.
 For many, a 27-ft boat would be too 
small to be considered a comfortable ride to 
the islands, but Jen says her years riding 
horses in cross country endurance races 
— 50 to 100 miles in 10 hours — has really 
toughened her up, physically and mentally. 
“I’m well adjusted in the art of suffering,” 
she laughs. “Sailing to Hawaii is going to 
be like a holiday!”
 But this isn’t going to be just a pleasure 
cruise for Jen. She’s also hoping to bring 
awareness to a charity that’s close to her 
heart: Plan International’s ‘Because I Am 
a Girl’ initiative. “They raise money to start 
programs for girls and women in countries 
where they have a poor quality of life sim-

ply because they’re female. Some don’t get a chance to go to a doctor, 
much less school. The program gives them a step up.” You can find 
out more about this worthy charity at www.becauseiamagirl.ca (or 
go to the U.S. sister site at www.planusa.org).
 Jen takes the challenge of sailing solo to Hawaii very seriously yet 
still maintains her sense of humor. She laughed at the unofficial motto 
of the Singlehanded TransPac: A bug light for weirdos. “That’s why 
I feel so comfortable with everyone associated with the race. It must 
be a strong bug light; it drew me all the way from Alberta. Maybe the 
bigger the weirdo, the stronger the pull!”

 — ladonna

a sailing magazine, and not a courtroom/
boardroom magazine, we’ll be giving our 
heretofore monthly America’s Cup section 
a break until further notice. However, we 
will do our best to keep you up to date 
on all the latest goings-on in Sightings 
and/or the Racing Sheet until the section 
comes out of hibernation some time this 
spring.

— rob

continued on outside column of next sightings page

solo circumnavigators meet

Spread, Jen’s petite yet ripped frame is well-suited to sailing a small boat 
across an ocean. Above, Jen will be competing in the Canadian Endurance 
Championship immediately following the conclusion of the race. Yikes!

 British solo circumnavigator Jeanne Socrates was among dozens of 
adventurers invited to meet Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip at a 
reception at Buckingham Palace on December 8. "The reception was 
to mark the centenary of Captain Robert Scott's final expedition to the 
South Pole, and to recognize the accomplishments of those involved 
in exploration and adventure in all its forms," says Socrates. "What 
a privilege to be invited!"
 Other notable explorers in attendance included fellow sailors El-
len MacArthur, Sam Davies, Alex Whitworth, and rower Roz Savage. 
"I met rowers, kayakers, rock and mountain climbers, hang gliders, 
and many different Antarctic and Arctic explorers and researchers," 
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Socrates reports. "I also chatted with a very enthusiastic Princess 
Beatrice who took my card, saying she'd like to follow my nonstop 
attempt next year."
 After a broken boom at Cape Horn in January thwarted her last 
attempt to circumnavigate nonstop, Socrates, 69, has spent the last 
11 months in Cape Town, South Africa, repairing and upgrading her 

Najad 380 Nereida in preparation for another go at becoming the old-
est woman to solo circumnavigate nonstop. "I'll fly back mid-January 
and leave as soon as possible for Australia or maybe Polynesia before 
going to Victoria. I'll start my third attempt at a nonstop solo circum-
navigation from there at the beginning of next October."
 Just a few days before meeting the Queen, Socrates met another 
notable — if significantly less royal — person in Laura Dekker, the 
Dutch teenager hoping to become the world's youngest solo circum-
navigator. "She seemed a very normal 16-year-old," Socrates recalled. 
"She's fairly mature for her age, as kids brought up on boats so often 
are, with a pleasant personality."
 Dekker arrived in Cape Town aboard her 37-ft Jeanneau Gin Fizz 
Guppy on November 27, after a relatively short 850-mile hop from 
Durban, her first landfall after a 47-day passage across the Indian 
Ocean from Darwin, Australia. Her arrival coincided with the arrival 
of what remained of the Volvo Ocean Race fleet — Camper, Groupama 
and Telefónica — which delighted the young sailor, especially when 
the crew of Camper invited her aboard for a tour, then to join them 
in the VOR's Pro Am Race. "It was amazing," she gushed on her 
blog. "No doubt this was the highlight of my time in Cape Town and 
maybe even the highlight of my whole trip. It was a high I definitely 
will remember for, like . . . forever."
 A quick haulout allowed Dekker and her father to effect repairs 
and ensure that Guppy was sound for the next leg of her trip — a 
crossing directly to the Caribbean, where she plans to complete her 
circumnavigation. But as Socrates noted, "Clearly, if she stops in the 
Caribbean, her voyage won't result in a round-the-world record since 
it will be short on distance. I think she's just having a thoroughly 
enjoyable time, sailing and meeting other cruisers." Even if Dekker 
did sail the required number of miles (21,600), no sailing authority 
recognizes age-based records, but we suspect the rest of the world 
will still bestow upon her the title of 'youngest circumnavigator'.
 You can follow Socrates' progress at www.svnereida.com and 
Dekker's journey at www.lauradekker.nl.

— ladonna

circumnavigators — cont’d ppj registration
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Laura Dekker sailed ‘Guppy’ into Cape Town, South Africa, only to be greeted by the Volvo Ocean 
Race fleet. While there, she met up with fellow female singlehander Jeanne Socrates.
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Spread, Dekker and Socrates shared some 
mango juice aboard ‘Nereida’. Above, Socrates 
felt honored to be invited to a reception at 
Buckingham Palace last month.

 Many sailors regard cruising Mexico 
and Central America as the crowning 
achievement of their sailing careers, but 
for some, that’s only the beginning. 
 Roughly 3,000 miles to the west lie the 
fabled lagoons of French Polynesia, the 
first stop within the vast cruising grounds 
of the South Pacific. Making that crossing 
— which we long ago dubbed the Pacific 
Puddle Jump — is not for the timid or ill-
prepared. In fact, we think of it as ‘varsity-
level cruising’, and thus it’s become a 



SIGHTINGS

begins, parties slated from the bay to bundaberg

January, 2012  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 65

PH
O

TO
S 

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

N
ER

EI
D

A

Latitude tradition to acknowledge each 
year’s fleet of passage-makers through a 
series of articles and special events. 
 Free online registration for the ‘12 
Puddle Jump has begun at www.pacific
puddlejump.com, and our two annual 
send-off parties have been slated. Both 
are open to all bona fide ‘Jumpers’. The 
first will be February 29, at 3 p.m., gener-
ously co-hosted by the Vallarta YC at the 
Paradise Village Resort in Nuevo Vallarta, 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

 To say that Linda Pasquariello has had a busy year is an under-
statement. After buying her Pearson 33 Yemaya out of the April issue 
of Latitude 38, she spent three months refitting the boat in Alameda 
before setting out on July 5 on the first leg of her solo circumnaviga-
tion, which took her to Hawaii. She’s since sailed singlehanded to 
Vava’u, Tonga, and then on to her home country of Australia, where 
she arrived on December 5.
 Surprisingly, Linda says the hardest part for her hasn’t been the 
tiring hours in the boatyard, the sleepless nights off the California 
coast, battling 35 knots for days, or dodging seamounts on her ap-
proach into Tonga. As so many successful sailors know, the hardest 

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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part of any adventure is simply leaving. Pushing off the dock, wav-
ing goodbye to family and friends, and trading the known for the 
unknown.
 I flew to Kauai from Alameda in September to crew for Brian 
Caldwell — Linda’s boyfriend and former ‘youngest solo circumnavi-
gator’ — on a delivery to Australia, and had the pleasure of getting 
to know Linda before her departure for Tonga. In a global sailing 
community filled with a fair number of know-it-alls and dockside 
experts, Linda is refreshingly humble about what she knows, and 
outwardly excited about learning and the new experiences that solo 
sailing continues to provide.
 Linda grew up in landlocked central Australia, and sailing only 

Mexico. The second will be co-hosted by 
the Balboa YC in Panama at noon on 
March 10. At each event we’ll give media 
presentations about the crossing, inter-
island cruising, and logistics, and we’ll 
fully explain this year’s ‘PPJ bond deal’ 
through the Tahiti yacht agency CMA-
CGM. For a reasonable price, this special 
arrangement gives fleet members clear-
ance in and out, exemption from having 
to post a cash bond of roughly $1,500 for 
each crewmember, and a certificate that 
gets cruisers duty-free fuel throughout continued on outside column of next sightings page
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bundaberg — cont’d— cont’d
became a part of her life in the past four years. Her original plan was 
to simply ‘crew hop’, picking up a crew position here and there, with 
the goal to eventually work her way around the world. However, a 
chance meeting with Brian in a Caribbean airport changed the course 
of her plans for the next few years. 
 Having no idea at the time who Brian was, Linda recalls boast-
ing about how she’d just completed an Atlantic crossing aboard a 
catamaran participating in the ARC Rally, and 
planned on more sailing in the future. Brian 
mentioned he was a professional delivery skip-
per who’d racked up a few ocean miles over the 
years and was always looking for good solid 
crew. If Linda had any free time in the future, 
he’d love to have her come along on a delivery. 
They exchanged contact information and went 
their separate ways.
 Once Linda contacted Brian about crewing 
on his next delivery from Hawaii to California, a 
marathon of ocean crossing experiences began. 
But it wasn’t until midway through that first 
delivery together that Linda realized Brian had 
more than “a few sea miles” under his keel. Ev-
ery story he told, and each delivery they made, 
fueled her desire to not only circumnavigate, 
but to do it alone.
 For the next few years Linda helped Brian 
deliver yachts all over the North and South 
Pacific, all the while stoking her new passion 
for sailing and bagging an impressive tally of 
bluewater miles. But eventually, she felt it was 
time to start searching for her own boat and 
getting on with her solo pursuits.
 She didn’t have to search long to find her 
boat. “I was looking for a boat that balanced 
seaworthiness and comfort, and was in a size 
range that I could physically handle in any 
condition,” she recalled. Yemaya turned out to be a perfect fit and 
Linda soon found herself engaged in a flurry of boat work and prepa-
ration. “It was great having Brian with me at the start of my refit,” 
Linda told me. “He really helped me focus on the essentials for a safe 
solo bluewater passage and not get hung up on things I really didn’t 
need. As he said, ‘It’s really quite simple: find the boat, fix the boat, 
sail the boat, GO!’ 
 Linda says that some of the highlights of her trip so far are “the 
wonderfully generous and interesting people you meet along the way, 
beautiful starry nights, delightfully crisp blue skies, and crystal clear 
warm water. But swimming with a mother humpback whale and her 
calf in Vava’u was a life-changing experience. To be in the water with 
mammals of this size was surreal, but even more than that, to actually 
witness their emotional intelligence and connection with me, moved 
me to tears. It was amazing, surreal, and unforgettable!” 
 Follow Linda’s blog at lindapasquariello.com.

— adam correa

the territory.
 Our goal in dedicating so much time, 
money and ink to the Puddle Jump is to 
meet world cruisers and hear their stories 
so we can pass them on to you in the pages 
of Latitude 38. To that end, we’ll also be co-
hosting the Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendez-
vous, June 22-24, with a group of Tahitian 
partners. With the dual aim of celebrating 
the crossing and showcasing Polynesian 
cultural traditions,  it’s an event all Jump-
ers should strive to attend. 

— andy
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Linda has only been sailing for a 
few years, but she’s addicted.

Spread, Linda has sailed ‘Yemaya’ solo from Monterey to Aus-
tralia. Inset, she was thrilled to meet up with her boyfriend, 
Brian Caldwell (left), and Adam Correa again in Tonga.

 If you’ve ever suffered from seller’s remorse after turning over your 
boat to a new owner, you can imagine how Merl Petersen must feel. 
Having owned the 75-ft schooner Viveka for 54 years, he finally felt 
it was time to put her in the hands of a new caretaker. Merl turns 90 
this month. 
 Although local schooner aficionados will undoubtedly be sad to see 

a new home for viveka

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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Viveka leave San Francisco Bay waters, indications are that she’ll be 
well cared for by her new British owner, Rob Grey, who is a member 
of England’s prestigious Royal Yacht Squadron. After a refit locally 
by master shipwright Jeff Rutherford, she’ll eventually call Cowes, 
England home.
 Viveka’s lines were drawn by one of the premier design groups of her 

era. She was launched 
at Quincy, Massachu-
setts in 1930 (when 
Merl was eight years 
old). He bought her in 
1965 and based her in 
Sausalito prior to a long 
stint in Hawaii.
 As longtime readers 
know, Merl is quite a 
colorful character who 
somehow earned the 
moniker of ‘President 
of the Pacific Ocean’. A 
couple of decades ago 
he and a jolly crew of 

adventurers spent seven years circumnavigating. All told, Merl and 
Viveka have logged something like 150,000 miles together. 
 We plan to sit down with Merl this month, raise a glass to his 90th, 
and coax some salty tales out of him for a Viveka retrospective in 
an upcoming issue. So if you have some fond memories or photos to 
share that involve this thoroughbred schooner, send them to andy@
latitude38.com.

— andy
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Watching the sun set between the Bay and 
Golden Gate Bridges can be a breathtaking 
sight, especially in the winter, when wind and 
boating traffic are light. In fact, winter sailing 
is one of the best-kept secrets on the Bay. 
Sure, we’ve got a great selection of Midwinter 
races to choose from, but sailing for the sheer 
pleasure of it is often forgotten in the winter. 
So tie a string around your finger and get out 
there. All it takes is the desire to enjoy some 
mellow winter sailing — just set a date and 
the Bay is all yours.
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‘Viveka’ was a fixture on the Master Mariner sailing scene, 
but will soon be relocating to England.

 It's hard to believe that four years have gone by since this writer 
and her husband joined a study to test the efficacy of bottom paints 
using the biocide Econea. But all good things must come to an end, 
and our final check-up occurred on December 12 at KKMI's Richmond 
facility.
 Three paints — one control paint containing 67% copper, one 
solvent-based test paint and one water-based test paint — were 
initially applied to the bottom of our Crealock 37. After a year and a 
half, the poorly performing solvent-based test paint was switched out 
for a better-performing version, while the control and water-based 
paints were refreshed. We had one more check-up last December, 
which showed the water-based paint still outperforming the control 
and solvent paints by a long shot.
 Normally, study coordinator Jack Hickey would fly out from the 
East Coast every six months to check on the progress of his par-
ticipants — which included a haul-out and pressure wash — but a 
year went by before this final haul-out was scheduled. Since we were 
prohibited from having our bottom scrubbed, you can imagine the 
state of our undercarriage when we pulled into the slings! Most of the 
foamy tendrils of algae were washed away on the sail from Sausalito, 
but a tremendous amount of gunge covered the hull — even on our 
beloved water-based paint.
 What Hickey found during his inspection suprised him. “There are 
quite a few encrusting bryozoans,” he mumbled as he scratched at 
one the dozens of pancake-shaped growths dotting the solvent-based 
test paint and copper-based control paint. He went on to determine 
that most of both of those paints were also covered with hydroids, a 
spiderweb-like growth. Our darling water-based paint, on the other 
hand, was free of both growths, and had only a thin layer of algae 

final bottom paint study results
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 When you run a top-notch operation 
that benefits the local community, people 
notice. And sometimes they respond with 
unexpected gifts of acknowledgement. 
 Such was the case recently when long-
time Newport Beach mariner Jerry Barto 
and his family donated their 92-ft luxury 
vessel Nordic Star to Orange Coast Col-
lege’s School of Sailing and Seamanship. 
Their intention was that it be used in the 
college’s Professional Mariner Program 
to help students train for careers in the 
maritime industry. Although the school 

A growing problem — (clockwise from here) The demarcation line between the water-based (right) and solvent-based paints couldn’t have been 
more clear; these two areas were painted with copper control paint after the jackstands were moved, water paint on the left, solvent paint on 
the right; “Shrimp cocktail, anyone?”; algae grew well over the entire hull after two years of no scrubbing, but the solvent paint was covered 
with encrusting bryozoans; in the end, we went back to what we know works well for us; (inset) an encrusting bryozoan.

covering it. Happily, no barnacles were to be found on any of the paints, 
but the results couldn’t have been more clear: the water-based paint 
was far superior in almost every way to the other paints.
 That was when Jack broke the bad news: the company that had 
produced the paint had not registered it with the EPA and most likely 
won’t in the future. Our hearts dropped at the news, and of course 
we wondered why such an effective paint wouldn’t already be on the 
market. “I know they thought the release rate for one of the compo-
nents was too high,” Jack told us. “But that’s not a major problem 
because the agency doesn’t necessarily care about that. I told them to 
submit the paperwork but, for whatever the reason, they haven’t.” 
 This being our final haulout, and our boat’s being in desperate need 
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 Can you name the five major lines of latitude? Surely you’ll get the 
equator, which divides the planet into northern and southern hemi-
spheres, and where every day and every night is roughly 12 hours 
long. Then there are the Arctic and Antarctic Circles, which are at 
66° 33’ north and south 
of the equator, respec-
tively. These circles mark 
the extremity of the polar 
days and nights. It’s on 
these lines that the sun 
is above the horizon for 24 
consecutive hours at least 
one day per year, but also 
below the horizon for 24 
continuous hours at least 
one day per year.
 Then there is the Tropic 
of Taurus and the Tropic 
of Capricorn, which are at 
23° 26’ south and north of 
the equator, respectively, 
and are the lines where 
the sun is directly overhead at noon on the summer solitices — June 
21 in the Northern Hemisphere and December 21 in the Southern 
Hemisphere.
 What, you might wonder, happened to the Tropic of Cancer? We’re 
sorry to say that its time has come and gone. You see, the Tropic of 
Cancer originally got its name because the sun was in the direction 
of the constellation Cancer at the June solstice. But thanks to the 
progression of equinoxes, that’s no longer true. According to some-
thing called the International Astronomical Union boundaries, the 
sun is now in the direction of Taurus at the June solstice. So to every 
right-thinking person, it should now be properly known at the Tropic 
of Taurus. Feel free to correct all your charts and globes, and annoy 
your sailing friends with the news.
 We stumbled upon all this good information while doing the Baja 
Ha-Ha in early November, and were Googling around to get the exact 
location of what we thought was still the Tropic of Cancer. The idea 
was that, in order to add even more spice to the Ha-Ha, we would 
initiate a Crossing the Line Ceremony at the Tropic of Cancer. So we 
needed to know exactly at what latitude it was located.
 As many of you know, the real Crossing the Line is an initiation 
that commemorates a sailor’s first crossing of the equator. Prior to 
crossing the equator, sailors are nicknamed slimy ‘pollywogs’, but 
once they have crossed, they become ‘shellbacks’ and the ‘sons of 
Neptune’. Crossing the Line ceremonies include a shellback dressing 
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lands record donation
has received a variety of other prestigious 
donations in the past — including Doug 
Baker’s Magnitude 80 and Roy Disney’s 
Pyewacket — this vessel, valued at $2 
million, is the largest donation of its kind 
to date. 
 “All three of my kids went to OCC, so 
this was a family decision,” said Barto. 
“We wanted to help students and this 
great program, so it was an easy decision 
to make.” The vessel well serve as a float-
ing classroom for students of all ages.

— andy
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A simulated possibility for a Crossing the Tropic of 
Taurus Ceremony.
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of a fresh bottom job, we were faced with a choice. Take a chance on 
one of the three Econea paints currently on the market — Interlux 
Pacifica Plus, Pettit Ultimate Eco and Seahawk Smart Solution — 
without knowing if they’ll perform any better than the solvent-based 
test paints that failed us so miserably, or go with what we know? 
 One thing we learned from this study is that paints perform very 
differently depending on your location. According to Hickey, the 
paints that failed on our boat in San Francisco Bay worked flawlessly 
in Florida. So until we can find an alternative that works for others 
in our area, we’ll stick with our tried and true bottom paint: Pettit 
Trinidad SR. Unless, of course, that mystery company brings our 
favorite water-based paint to the market. Here’s hoping!

— ladonna
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 When we put out a call recently for input on bargain boat cruising 
(see Go Smaller & Go Sooner, page 80) Jay Gardner of Napa was 
reminded of a grand adventure nearly 40 years ago. “My girlfriend, 
Pam Simonson, and I bought a 24-ft plywood sloop for $1,700 in 
1972 and named her Moondance. Four months after Pam graduated 
from high school, we sailed off to Mexico — she was 18 and I was 
19 — and we spent the next four years sailing the glorious Sea of 
Cortez, and eventually down to Puerto Vallarta.” He and Pam had 
both grown up in Southern California, where she learned to sail 
aboard her dad’s Sea Spray 15 catamaran. Pam gave Jay his first 
lesson on their first date. 
 If you’re old enough to remember the early ‘70s, you’ll recall that 

in those days thousands of college-
aged kids sporting backpacks criss-
crossed Europe every summer via 
Eurail passes, and many thought 
nothing of riding rickety buses all 
the way to Afghanistan and India. 
Back then, wanderlust was an 
infectious commodity among North 
American youth. Still, relatively few 
young people ventured offshore on 
their own, even then. 
 “During those years there were 
no marinas,” recalls Jay, “so we had 
to anchor out everywhere. We had 
one hurricane come through La Paz 
and we rode it out in Pichilingue. In 
those days there were Vagabundos 
del Mar, Mexican fisherman that 
sailed in dugout canoes. I wonder 
if they still exist. Our budget was 

$70/month, which included one dinner out per week at our favorite 
restaurant.”
 It’s fair to say their parents weren’t exactly thrilled about the 
whole idea, and naturally they worried about the teenagers’ fate. “As 
we sailed down Baja, there were not a lot of places to send letters 
from and no telephones. We finally got a chance to call home after 
arriving at Cabo, using a powerboat’s SSB and a marine operator. 
My mom thought we’d died! Having four kids of our own now, we can 
understand how our parents must have felt.”
 They eventually sailed Moondance back to L.A. by way of the 
tradewind route, which took them 1,000 miles offshore. “It took 
37 days under sail,” Jay remembers, “only because our motor was 
a 2-hp British Seagull, which is another way of saying we had no 

Page 72  •  Latitude 38  •  January, 2012

tropic of taurus — cont’d yra master

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Above: With wide eyes and sun-bleached hair, 
the teens sailed in search of adventure. Spread: 
Pam skippers ‘Moondance’ off La Paz’s El Mog-
ote. Lower right: The plywood hull required a little 
work. Upper right: ‘Adventure Cat I’ on the Bay. 

Now operators of the ‘Adventure 
Cats’, Jay and Pam have been sailing 
together for 40 years. 

a life of adventure

up as Neptune and the pollywogs being hazed with shaving cream 
and having to eat raw eggs and such.
 We’re still working on the details of the Ha-Ha’s Tropic of Taurus 
Crossing the Line initiation, but it will surely involve each initiate be-
ing baptized with a bucket of warm, blue tropical water. What could 
be more appropriate and refreshing for folks sailing down from the 
chilly North? Further suggestions for the rite are welcome. With any 
luck, it will become as famous as the From Here To Eternity Kissing 
Contest.
 Oh, and one last thing. The precise location of the Tropic of Taurus 
changes slightly — about 15 feet — each year. For reasons unknown 
to us, Mexico put signs up on all their federal highways marking the 
annual drift.

— richard

 It’s January and that means the 2012 
Northern Calfornia Sailing Calendar & 
YRA Master Schedule is ready to help you 
plan your sailing activities for the year. 
 “It’s a comprehensive compendium of 
almost any sailing activity you’d want to 
join on San Francisco Bay,” notes Latitude 
38 Associate Publisher John Arndt, who 
also produces the guide. “There’s no other 
single resource with so much information 
in one place.” 
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motor!” 
 Those early adventures laid the groundwork for a lifetime of 
sailing. At some point Pam and Jay got married and ended up in 
the Bay Area where they met another former Southern California 
sailor, Hans Korfin. In the early ‘80s, the threesome decided to go 
into the charter business together. They now operate the popular 
daysail catamarans Adventure Cat I and II.
 Reflecting back on their days of spartan voyaging, Jay explains, 
“We liked the sense of freedom that sailing gave us — and still gives 
us — so we went sailing.”

— andy
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 Beyond the schedules for all 900+ races 
on the Bay, the Calendar is rich in other 
resources — current tables, signal flag IDs, 
race course charts, contact info — and it’s 
all brought to you free, thanks to advertis-
ers who are ready and willing to help you 
get your boat ready for the season, as well 
as to Laura Paul from the YRA. Pick up 
a hard copy at your yacht club or view it 
online at www.latitude38.com.

— ladonna
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