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Sticky Note
Welcome to the August 2010 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

You can choose between downloading the entire magazine as one file, or as two smaller sections.

You can then use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Adrian Johnson sails to victory on his Olson 30 'Idefix' in the Singlehanded TransPac.

Photo: Latitude 38/LaDonna


Classic IHlumination Studio §

Handerafied Lighting & Gliss

Just two of the 28 fine businesses
you’ll find at Grand Marina.

A full service marina and more!

Grand Marina...
-xLome on over and have a peek.

. Prime? deep water concrete slips in DIRECTORY of
a variety of sizes GRAND MARINA
* Great Estuary location at the heart TENANTS
of the beautiful Alameda Island Bay Island Yachts..........ccecueunnene. 12
* Complete bathroom ?nd shower Blue Pelican Marine................... 162
facility, heated and tiled The Boat Yard at Grand Marina... 21
* FREE pump out station open 24/7 Lee SailS.....ooveeeeeeeeereeen. 156 GRAND MARINA
e Full Serv1ce.Mar1ne Center and Marine Lube........coovvururirinnes 156 ANDERSON.ENCINAL
haul out facility Pacific Crest Canvas.............cc...... 49
* Free parking Pacific Yacht Imports ..................... 6 5 1 0 - 86 5 - 1 200
e Free WiFi on site! Rooster Sails ......cceeveveeerieveennnnn. 65 Leasing Office Open Daily
UK-Halsey Sailmakers................. 70 2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
And much more... .
www.grandmarina.com
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Bolero*

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Pineapple Sails
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e ing with his sailmaker, whether for a tradi-

In with the Old,
In with the New

Tim Murison has every right to brag! His
beautiful Island Clipper, Bolero, built in 1946,
won this year’s Ensenada Race.

His 64-year-old boat sailed the 63rd anniver-
sary of that race with a crew whose age aver-
aged 62. Only Bolero’s suit of Pineapple Sails
was brand new.

Tim opted to leave Bolero in Southern Cali-
fornia on his return from Mexico and raced
San Diego’s Yesteryear Regatta, winning 1st
in class and 1st overall among a large fleet of
equally classic old boats.

Tim understands the importance of connect-

tional old boat like his Island Clipper or this
year's model, a sailmaker who pays atten-
tion to both his boat and his kind of sailing,
providing only quality sails, superior perfor-
mance and unwavering service. Tim under-
stands the difference between a sale maker
and a real sailmaker.

Pineapple Sails is Tim Murison's sailmaker.

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond;
or Svendsen’s in Alameda.

*Powered by Pineapples

Phone (510) 522-2200

Fax (510) 522-7700

www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501
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Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach
from people
you can trust"”

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH
(800) 690-7770

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG
MARGE BROOKSHIRE

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com
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Cover: Adrian Johnson sails fo victory on his Olson 30 Idefix
in the Singlehanded TransPac.

Photo: Latitude 38/LaDonna
Copyright 2010 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.

Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-
dotes, photographs — anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line
somewhere. Arficles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically,
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine.
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks.
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail fo Latitude 38 editorial department, 15
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers'
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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The Oceanis 50 features a
sleek coachroof, long side
, windows, afully integrated
* mainsheet arch that offers
| easy mainsheet handling,
- well positioned grab rails,
an integral sprayhood and
bimini, all the ergonomic
ease of detailed design to

make the most of every space, and new eye-catching styling below decks.

A New Daysailer from Alerion!
New Sport 33:

= Lighter displacement
= Asymmetrical headsail
= Tiller
= Carbon mast with Nitronic rigging
= Infusion molded SCRIMP construction
$199,900

BENETEAU
Cruising: 31 34 37 40 43 46
50 54 58

First Series: 30 35 36.7 40 45 50

ISLAND PACKET
Estero 36 37 SP Cruiser 41
460 465 485

ALERION EXPRESS
28 29 33 38
New Alerion Sport 33

Beneteau is launching the
new FIRST 30, designed
by the talented Juan Kouy-
oumdjian, well known
from the America's Cup
and Volvo Ocean Race.
Go backstage with design
teams and sailors on the
| First 30 blog:
www.teamfirst30.com

Island Packet's answer
for the couple who wants:
= Relaxed cruising (Hoyt boom and
furling jib)
= Ultimate safety

= Go anywhere, comfortable local or
long distance cruising

= Premium quality and value

Beneteau 423, 2005 Island Packet 40, 1998
$199,099 $225,000
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Island Packet 350, 1999
$169,000
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Beneteau 393, 2003
$137,900
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Island Packet 32, 1990
$78,000

i

Catalina 36
Two from $63,500

SAIL

54' Beneteau 54 2011
50" Chinese Junk 1972
47' Beneteau 473 2006
47' Beneteau 473 2004
47' Beneteau 473 3-cabin 2006
47' Beneteau 473 3-cabin 2005
46' Amel Maramu 1985
46' Beneteau 46 2011
46' Island Packet 460 2010
46' Island Packet 465 2008
45' Beneteau First 45 2011
45' Beneteau First 45f5 1991
43' Beneteau 43 2011
43' Gulfstar CC 1979
42' Beneteau 423 2005
42' Cascade 1971
41' Tartan 4100 1996
40' Beneteau 40 2010
40' Beneteau First 40 2010
40" Island Packet 1998
40' C&C 37+ 1989
40' Hardin Seawolf ketch 1970
39' Beneteau 393 2003
38' Island Packet 380 1999
38' Tartan 3800 1995
37' Beneteau 37 2011
37' C&C 37 1985
36" Island Packet 350 1999
36' Island Packet Estero 2010
36' Catalina Mk Il 2006
36' Catalina 1988
36" Pearson 36-I 1985
35' Tung Hwa Fantasia 1979
35' J/109 2003
34' Beneteau 343 2007
32" Island Packet 1990
32' J/32 1997
31" Beneteau 31 2009

POWER
42' Californian 1987
34' Sea Ray 340

Inquire
$325,000
329,000
275,000
324,000
275,000
134,899
Inquire
Inquire
594,500
Inquire
157,500
Inquire
87,000
199,999
47,500
228,500
249,000
276,394
225,000
96,000
70,000
134,900
239,000
129,000
192,892
59,900
169,000
Inquire
144,900
63,500
60,900
74,900
160,000
114,500
78,000
94,000
125,485

119,500
2006 reduced 134,900

BENETEAU
ISLAND PACKET

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

ALERION EXPRESS

1070 Marina Village Pkwy #101
Alameda, CA
p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

www.passageyachts.blogspot.com = www.passageyachts.com
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(1 eBooks email list. Free! ebsite
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader. Please allow 4-6 wks to
process changes/additions,
Email: plus delivery time.

1 Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

Tayana 54 .
L [ Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.)
Tayana 58 [ Third Class Renewal A First Class Renewal  (current subs. only!)
U Gift Subscription  card to
Tayana 54 read from:
NOTE: FPO/APO (military), Canada, Mexico, and subscriptions going to
Tayana 7 E a correctional facility are first class only. Sorry, no foreign subscriptions.
Name
“@*5 Address
v‘“ﬁ\\% City State Zip
Phone: ( ) Email:
CREDIT CARD [ \vASTERCARD Hvisa [ AMERICAN EXPRESS
INFORMATION
1984 TAYANA 37 2005 TAYANA 48 CC Min, Cliarge $12 | Number: Bxp: osv:
This is the one you want. Perfect shape Mexico vet. In great shape and loaded
with lots of new upgrades. $129,500  with everything you need. $469,000 INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
Current issue = $6.00 ¢ With classy ad placed = $5.00
Back Issues = $7.00 (must indicate exact issue by month or vol. #)
DISTRIBUTION
[J We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
(Eleqse fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
1987 MORGAN CLASSIC 41 1988 FRASER 51 CUTTER Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)
Hard dodger with full enclosure, Canadian-built center cockpit cutter. [ Please send me further information for distribution outside California
solar, Yanmar diesel, autopilot, Great shape, ready to go again.
color plotter. $75,000 $199,900
Business Name Type of Business
Address
City State Zip
County Phone Number

1997 TARTAN 4600 1984 TAYANA 42 AFT COCKPIT
Custom Kevlar reinforced hull. In great shape and ready to go! ’
Beautifully maintained. $299,500 Many recent upgrades. $129,000

"we go where the wind blows"

....Richard Spindler-...
.John Arndt.....

.Andy Turpin ...

Publisher/Exec. Editor ....
Associate Publisher.

richard@Iatitude38.com........... ext. 111
..john@Iatitude38.com ..... .ext. 108

..andy@Iatitude38.com .... ext. 112

Editor......coveeiieene ....LaDonna Bubak.... ladonna@latitude38.com......... ext. 109
Racing Editor ....Rob Grant.........coceevnnne. rob@Iatitude38.com................ ext. 105

Contributing Editors .John Riise, Paul Kamen
1979 BABA 30 1974 CHEOY LEE MIDSHIPMAN Advertising Sales..... John Arndt......ee john@Iatitude38.com .............. ext. 108
Traditional Bob Perry cruiser in 30 Live aboard or cruise in this roomy Advertising Sales ....Shawn Grassman........... shawn@Iatitude38.com........... ext. 107
feet. Clean and ready to sail. CC ketch. 160 hours on 56hp Yan- General Manager ....Colleen Levine colleen@Iatitude38.com.......... ext. 102
$54,900 mar. $69,000 Production/Web .. .Christine Weaver .. ..chris@latitude38.com .... .ext. 103

Production/Photos... Annie Bates-Winship ......annie@latitude38.com ...

Bookkeeping... Jessie Mowry ... ..jessie@latitude38.com...

’ ’ Directions to our office... ..press 4
Subscriptions...... ...press 1,4
Classified.... class@latitude38.com .. ...press 1,1
Distribution . distribution@latitude38. ...press 1,5
Editorial ... editorial@latitude38.com press 1,6

Calendar-.. calendar@Iatitude38.com
Other email.......cccoevveenuennne. general@latitude38.com

Grand Marina ¢ 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501 Please address all correspondence by person or department name

Tel (51 0) 865-2541 o tayana@mindspring com 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941 e (415) 383-8200 Fax: (415) 383-5816
b www.latitude38.com
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Selling Your Yacht?
Use Our Offices State-Wide

i '
CI'lllSlng Yachts, Inc. To Sell It Faster!

Exclusive Dealer for Hunter, Jeanneau and Caliber Yachts

PRE CRUISED SPECIALS 2005 Hunter 41 AC $175.000 1967 Tartan 37 $35.000
2006 Jeanneau 54 DS $549.000 2008 Beneteau 40 $199.000 1995 Catalina 36 MKII $78.500
2009 Jeanneau 50 DS $439.000 1986 Beneteau 40.5 $59.900 2007 Hunter 36 $149.995
2008 Hunter 49 $369.000 1997 Hunter 40.5 $114.900 1994 Hunter 35.5 $59.900
2004 Hunter 466 $217.900 1993 Hunter 40.5 $104.000 1992 Hunter 35.5 $69.000
2003 Hunter 466 $219.000 1980 Islander 40 $69.900 2004 Jeanneau 35 $114.995
1992 Catalina 45 CC $149.000 1986 Passport 40 $149,500 2004 Jeanneau 35 $109.990
1999 Hunter 450 $189.000 1930 Sloop 30 Square Mtr. $60.000 1979 C&C Sloop 34 $29.500
1998 Jeanneau 45.2 $157.500 2005 Hunter 41 $179.900 1984 Hunter 34 $37.500
2008 Jeanneau 45 DS $318.,500 2003 Beneteau 393 $135.000 2004 Hunter 33 $89.900
1983 Morgan Nelson 45 $109.000 2006 Hunter 38 $159,500 2001 Hunter 320 $54.900
2005 Beneteau 44.7 $249.500 2000 Hunter 380 $99.500 2003 Hunter 326 $59.900
2003 Hunter 44 DS $188,000 2004 Hunter 386 LE $130.500 1990 Hunter 32 $38.500
2005 Bavaria 42 $175.900 1996 Hunter 376 $85.000 2007 Hunter 31 $89.900
2007 Beneteau 423 $219.900 1994 Jeanneau SO 37.1 $85.000 2001 Hunter 290 $49.900
1997 Catalina 42 MKII $148,500 1978 Tartan 37 $39.995

San Diego Newport Beach Alameda Marina del Rey Oxnard
(619) 681-0633  (949) 650-7245 (510) 521-5544 (310) 822-9400 (805) 791-2082

WWW.CruisingYachts.net




- ."'4 -

iddd :

2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106

Go to

www.yachtfinders.biz
for all our 80+ listings!

info@yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

\{

52' SANTA CRUZ, '93 REDUCED! $399,000
Impeccably maintained. Two-stateroom lay-
out. Tall carbon fiber mast, fractional jibs,
masthead spinnakers.

45' COLUMBIA, '74 $83,500
Go anywhere in this yacht, but if you want to
stay home, she is comfortable as any on-the-
water condo.

44' PORPOISE KETCH, '71 $118,000
She is truly one of the ultimate planked
wooden-hulled vessels built out of 1 3/8"
planks of clear teak over Ipol frames.

42' VALIANT 42 CE, '97 $318,000
Designed for the discerning yachtsman/cruis-
er, this is one of the quintessential cruisers of
all time. Exquisite finish work.

o P

o P

41' MORGAN CLASSIC CC, '87 $84,900
Opportunity to own a comfortable vessel with a
modern underbody that should retain a realistic
value. Eager seller.

More Cruising Sail

27' ISLAND PACKET IP-27, '88.......... $47,500
30" ERICSON 30-PLUS, '82............... $16,500
37' TARTAN BLACKWATCH yawl, '65 $39,900
38" HANS CHRISTIAN MKII, '79......... $87,500
38' HUNTER 380, '01............. $129,500
39' BENETEAU OCEANIS 390, '88..... $76,500
55' JOMAR center cockpit, '83....... $269,000
58' FARR CC, '87 .... $369,900
65' ALDEN, '52 ....... ... $799,000

40' ISLANDER PETERSON, '79 $64,500
Large salon with double quarter berth aft and
a great nav station. Rich mahogany interior.
Long list of gear and upgrades.

37" HUNTER 37.5 LEGEND, '96 $84,900
Clearly built for comfort as well as perfor-
mance. Spacious cockpit, easy access to the
foredeck and great forward visibility.

35' WAUQUIEZ PRETORIEN, '86  $83,000
You will not find a more capable, good looking
performance cruiser for this price. Don't miss
this opportunity!

34' CATALINA, '87 $49,500
She is in excellent condition and ready for the
islands this summer. See her now; she will not
be on the market long.

31' MARINER KETCH, '73 $19,750
A proven bluewater cruiser, she is capable of
taking you anywhere and small enough to be
easily handled by a couple.

30' SANTANA, '80 $14,900
Proven and seaworthy, she provides a
spacious, neat and clean interior — something
seldom found on a 30-footer!

o o a
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THINK

Just say no to boxy
dodgers!

BEFORE:
The Box

AFTER:
Beyond
the Box

STARBUCK

"ANVAS WORKS

67 Liberty Ship Way
Sausalito, CA 94965

41503322509

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power 4 Classic or Contemporary
Fiberglass 4+ Aluminum 4 Steel 4+ Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide the best service
and the finest coverage available today.

Please contact us for a quote
www.heritagemarineinsurance.com
800-959-3047
Fax 860-572-5919
11 Email: classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com

Page 8 o Latitude 38 o August, 2010




San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969 ~ celebrating our 40th year!

G elo?s YACHTS RCITY

g0V

Beneteau 370, 1991 $79,000 Hunter 356, 2003 $94,900 33' Hunter Sloop, 1980 $35,000

Cal 39, 1979 $34,000 Alerion 28, 1999 $66,000 Hinterhoeller 26C Nonsuch, 1981 $32,000

Hauled and Painted Jan. 2010

46' Moody, 2000 $397,000 Newport 30 MKIII, 1982 $26,000 30' Cape Dory, 1978 $32,500

T cED

pER geoV

Carver 30, 1993 $59,900 47' Chris Craft Commander, '74 $122,000 28' Blackfin, 1981, $29,000

10 MARINA BL. * SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94123 ¢ Toll Free: 877-444-5091 » 415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725 ¢ email: sales@citysf.com ¢ website: www.citysf.com

F -
#
Thpwarid

PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA ¢ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ 9AM TO 5PM
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With an aft deck 25% larger than
our original R25, the Ranger

nearly 50 sq. ft. of additional space so you can store even
more above and below, and places the standard Yanmar 4BY2
150 HP diesel completely outside the cabin for even quieter
cruising. Standard bow and stern thrusters mean easy maneu-
verability in even the tightest spaces. Designed and built

in the U.S., Ranger’s comfortably compact designs are fast,
fuel efficient, and packed with features.

Looking to expand your experience on the water? Come to
Farallone Yacht Sales of Alameda and check out Ranger’s
Bristol Bay-inspired trawlers. We're the exclusive Bay Area
dealer for Ranger Trailerable Tugs, a family-owned company
designing and building quality boats since 1958.

Come walk our docks!

Open Boat Weekend August 13-15

New Ranger Tugs in Stock (base price)

Ranger 29 Tug, 2010 ........cccveevricunieiinnee $224,937
Ranger 25 Tug, 2011 ARRIVING THIS MONTH!..149,937
Ranger 25 Tug, 2010.............. SOLD!......cuvnee 139,937
Ranger 25-SC Tug, 2010......NEW MODEL!....... 129,937
Ranger 21 Tug, 2010 .....c.cvveeeeeeciceeee e 49,937
Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks

Ranger 29 Tug, 2009.............. SOLD!............. $229,000
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 ........cococoevevererereeeeene. 139,000

/\-_ _yacht sales

F AR A LUL ONE

Alameda (510) 523-6730
Newport Beach (949) 610-7190
San Diego (619) 523-6730

www.faralloneyachts.com

CALENDAR

Non-Race

July 31 — 100th Anniversary of the Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Info, www.angelisland.org.

July 31-Aug. 6 — Latitude 38's Delta Doo Dah Deux, a
laid-back rally to the balmy Delta waters. Follow the event at
wwuw.deltadoodah.com.

Aug. 1-29 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or wwuw.baads.org.

Aug. 4-25 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St.
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m., $13.50. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic
speaker every Wednesday. All YCs' members welcome. More
info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.

Aug. 5 — Anchoring seminar by Jim Hancock at San Carlos
West Marine, 6-7:30 p.m. Info, (650) 593-2070.

Aug. 5-7 — Beneteau Owners Rendezvous at Catalina's
Two Harbors. Info, www.scyachts.com.

Aug. 5, 7, 12, 14, 19-20, 26-27 — Sail aboard San Fran-
cisco Maritime National Historic Park's scow schooner Alma.
Learn the Bay's history on this 3-hour voyage, leaving Hyde
St. Pier at 1 p.m. $40 adults, $20 kids 6-15. Info, www.nps.
gov/safr.

Aug. 7 — Ballena Bay YC's Island Party featuring Eric
Stone. Dinner $35, music only $10. Info, (510) 523-2292.

Aug. 7 — 30th Anniversary Flea Market & Maritime Cel-
ebration at Galilee Harbor in Sausalito, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Info,
(415) 332-8554 or www.galileeharbor.org.

Aug. 10 — Community Day at San Carlos West Marine
with 5% of sales going to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
Info, (650) 593-2070.

Aug. 10-Oct. 5 — America's Boating Course by San Luis
Rey USPS at Oceanside YC on Tuesday nights, 6-9 p.m. Space
limited, $65 fee. Info, (760) 729-6034.

Aug. 12, 1876 — Gloucester, MA, fisherman Alfred John-
son made landfall in Abercastle, Wales, after completing the
first recorded solo crossing of the Atlantic — and possibly
the first major solo passage done in the name of adventure
— aboard a 20-ft dory he named Centennial to celebrate the
United States' first 100 years.

Aug. 12 — Fishing Seminar Series at San Carlos West
Marine, 6-7 p.m. Free. Info, (650) 593-2070.

Aug. 13 — Single sailors of all skill levels are invited to the
Single Sailors Association monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC,
7:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 233-1064.

Aug. 13-15 — Cruising Yachts Owner Rendezvous at Mis-
sion Bay. Register at wwuw.cruisingyachts.net.

Aug. 14-15 — Victorian Days at Angel Island's Camp Reyn-
olds, 11 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Free. Info, www.angelisland.org.

Aug. 15 — Sailing Speaker Series with Yoga. Jennifer
McKenna will discuss how she challenges herself regularly, 10
a.m.-noon at Bow Yoga Studio in San Rafael. $30 for seminar,
plus yoga and meditation classes. Info, (510) 333-8846.

Aug. 19 — Green Boating seminar at San Carlos West
Marine, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info, (650) 593-2070.

Aug. 19 — Emergencies at Sea seminar by John Connolly at
GGYC, 6 p.m. Fee includes dinner. RSVP, (415) 331-8250.

Aug. 20-22 — 23rd Annual Metal Boat Festival in Port
Angeles, WA. Info, www.metalboatsociety.org.

Aug. 22 — Cal Sailing Club's free introductory sail at
Berkeley Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, wwuw.cal-sailing.org.

Aug. 24 — Howl at the full moon on a Tuesday night.

Aug. 28 — Marina Village Flea Market at Gate 11, 9 a.m.
See www.marinavillageharbor.com for directions.

Aug. 28 — 20th Annual Vallejo YC Nautical Flea Market,
8 a.m.- 3 p.m. "If it's legal, sell it!" Info, (707) 643-1254.

Page 10 o latitude 38 o August, 2010




. ast lead keel for performance and stability. Oversized
( iata lna 5 winches for speed and efficiency. Flexspace cabin for
work, sleep or storage. In-line master stateroom. Larger fuel,

Some Of Catal i na' S water and holding tanks than bo‘ats of similar size... The

closer you look at the new Catalina 445, the better she gets —

best features are out @ docksnon

For more than 35 years, Farallone Yachts has been known
f i ht for superior product knowledge, unparalleled service, and
Ol S1gNt. : Al
exceptional customer satisfaction. Farallone Yacht Sales, Inc.,
is the exclusive Bay Area dealer for Catalina Sailing Yachts,
i L\ = e the largest privately owned and operated manufacturer
= ' = of U.S. built sailing yachts in the world.

BOATTHFYEAR

BEST BOATS |

12010

Best Full-Sized “-._Best Cruising Monohull %
Cruiser = Under 50 ft.

ComE WALK

Our DoOCKS!
Open Boat Weekend

August 13-15

'C"'a'la//na Yachts

= e .E"' + ’
4 7;-& - ik g -
New Catalina Yachts in Stock BOATS ARE SELLING e LIST WITH US ¢ MORE THAN 65 BOATS SOLD IN 2009!
Catalina 445, 2010
Catalina 375, 2010 Catalina 34,2004 ..........ccoeeveeeeeeciecrens 114,500 Hunter 37,1987 ......ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks Catalina 34, 1997 ....... 75,500 Hunter 36, 2007 .... .
Catalina 42,1993 .........ccooeeeeeeeerenne $128,500 Catalina 320, 2004 ... 115,000 Hunter 36, 2004 ....
Catalina 400, 2008 .... .... 269,000 Catalina 320, 2002 81,000 Islander 36, 1977......
Catalina 400, 2001 .... .... 169,000 Catalina 320, 1999 83,750 Hunter 35.5, 1993 ....
Catalina 400, 1997 .... ....139,500 Catalina 310, 2007 104,000 Hunter 31, 2000 .......
Catalina 380, 1999 .... .... 116,000 Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks Nonsuch 30, 1981
Catalina 38, 1982..........ccceeveeeeciecreenee. 42,500 Dufour 48,1995 .......cccoeoeeeeeeeeceeee $175,000 )
Catalina 36, 2005 ...... .... 129,000 Hunter 46,2004 ...........ccocoveeeeeeennee. 209,500 New Ranger Tugs in Stock (base price)
Catalina 36, 1987 ........ccccceveveeeciecreeenne. 49,500 Hunter 46, 2000 ..... ...219,500 Ranger 29 Tug, 2010 .......c.coccvvevrvicniicnnnne, $224,937
Catalina 36, 1986 .. ..54,000 Hunter 45, 2007 ..... ... 279,000 Ranger 25 Tug, 2011 ARRIVING THIS MONTH!..149,937
Catalina 36, 1983 .. .. 37,000 Cavalier 45,1985 ... ...199,500 Ranger 25 Tug, 2010.............. SO — 139,937

..149,000 Ranger 25-SC Tug, 2010......NEW MODEL!

Catalina 350, 2004 ... . =
... 249,000 Ranger 21 Tug, 2010 .......ccocovvvvveerireeriiniiriennes 49,937

Catalina 350, 2005 ....

.... 144,500 Morgan 45, 1992....
... 134,000 Hunter 44, 2007 .....

Catalina 350, 2004 .... 127,500 Jeanneau 43, 2002. ... 225,000 Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks
Catalina 350, 2008 .... .... 169,500 Hunter 42,1994 ............ ... 124,500 Ranger 29 Tug, 2009.............. SOLD!............. $229,000
Catalina 34, 2007 .........ccoeeevveecveeeeenenne 134,500 Fair Weather 39, 1985 ........ccccocevieiiennen. 119,900 Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 .........cccocvveeeererirerernnns 139,000
1070 Marina Village Pkwy 2801 West Coast Hwy 2353 Shelter Island Dr
//\"w‘ Alameda, CA 94501 Newport Beach, CA 92663  San Diego, CA 92106
T, (510) 523-6730 (949) 610-7190 (619) 523-6730

F AR AL L O N E wwwfaralloneyachts.com
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= MOORINGS 43

 TAYANA 48 DS |

1986 BENETEAU, $64,900

2003, $429,000

" 51'FORMOSA  f

H LEOPARD 47 CAT

1979, §75,000

2001, $339,000

= NORWEST 33

W 32" WESTSAIL  f

SISTERSHIP

1979, $35,000

1974. Perfect! 574,900

C&C 41 5

= PETERSON 44 |

SISTERSHIP

SISTERSHIP

1984, 73,000

1976, $115,000

45' JOURNEY LR CAT
Wave Piercing Bows
High Cruising Speeds

3 nautical miles
per gallon at 15 knots

Proven Offshore Design
journey@bayislandyachts.com

http://journeycatamarans.com

grand
II11\/lariﬂa

(510) 814-0400

Fax (510) 814-8765

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.bayislandyachts.com
yachtsales@bayislandyachts.com

God and Latitude 38 are Grrrrreat!

CALENDAR

Aug. 28 — Sail the San Francisco Schooner Race aboard
the scow schooner Gas Light, $85 (discount for members of
the Golden Gate Tall Ship Society). Info, (415) 251-8779.

Aug. 31, 1906 — Roald Amundsen and his six-man crew
completed the first successful transit of the fabled Northwest
Passage aboard the 70-ft ex-fishing boat Gjoa. It's believed that
the first ship to traverse the entire route was the trading ship
Octavius, but since her entire crew was frozen below decks
when the boat was found adrift near Greenland in 1775, the
journey was not considered a 'success'.

Sept. 2 — Maneuvering in Close Quarters seminar by
Bryan Chavez at San Carlos West Marine, 6-7:30 p.m. Info,
(650) 593-2070.

Sept. 6 — The unofficial end of summer — Labor Day.

Sept. 6 — 'Songs of Sea Labor' sea chantey concert by Rick
Spencer aboard Eureka at San Francisco Maritime National
Historical Park. Adults $5, kids 15 & under free. Info, (415)
447-5000 or www.nps.gov/safr.

Sept. 7-8 — Deer Harbor Wooden Boat Rendezvous. Info,
(360) 376-4056 or www.deerharborwoodenboats.org.

Sept. 8 — Latitude 38's Mexico-Only Crew List Party & Baja
Ha-Ha Reunion at Encinal YC, 6-9 p.m. $7 (free for registered
'10 Ha-Ha skippers and first mates). Info, (415) 383-8200 or
wwuw.latitude38.com/ crewlist/Crew.html.

Sept. 9 — Presentation and book signing by Nick Hayes,
author of Saving Sailing, at Corinthian YC, 7 p.m., $10. Buffet
dinner starts at 6 p.m., $15 at the door. Info, www.cyc.org.

Sept. 11 — Encinal YC's Nautical Flea Market, 6 a.m.-1
p-m. Info, www.encinal.org.

Sept. 11 — Mexico Cruising Seminar by Dick Markie,
Harbormaster of Paradise Village Marina in Nuevo Vallarta,
at Sausalito West Marine, 10 a.m. Info, (415) 332-0202.

Sept. 10-12 — All Islander Rendezvous at Two Harbors on
Catalina. All Islander owners welcome! For details, contact
Don Grass at dgrass1@cox.net.

Sept. 10-12 — 34th Wooden Boat Festival in Port
Townsend, WA. "The Woodstock for wooden boat lovers." Info,
www.woodenboat.org.

Sept. 15-19 — Northern California Fall Boat Show at Jack
London Square in Oakland. Info, www.ncma.com.

Sept. 15-19 — Lake Union Boats Afloat Show in Seattle.
Info, www.boatsafloatshow.com.

Sept. 26 — 3rd Annual SailFest at Modern Sailing in
Sausalito, 1-5 p.m. Free sailboat rides starting at 11 a.m.
Info, (415) 331-8250.

Oct. 25 — Baja Ha-Ha XVII Cruisers Rally starts from San
Diego! Info, www.baja-haha.com.

Racing

July 30 — Jake's Regatta on North Lake Tahoe. Tahoe YC,
www.tahoeyc.com.

July 30-Aug. 1 — Aldo Alessio Perpetual for IRC, J/120s,
J/105s and any other big boat one design class that fields six
boats. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

July 30-Aug. 1 — Santana 22 Nationals. EYC, wwuw.
encinal.org.

July 31 — YRA-OYRA Lightship 2. GGYC, www.yra.org.

July 31 — Singlehanded #3. SeqYC, wwuw.sequoiayc.org.

July 31 — Small Boat Summer Series #1. EYC, wwuw.
encinal.org.

July 31 — McNish Classic, for classics designed before
1952, held in the Channel Islands. PCYC, wwuw.pcyc.org.

July 31-Aug. 1 — 505 Regatta. SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

August, 1980 — It Was Thirty Years Ago from the article
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Doyle Sailmakers has the right mix of performance,
durability, value and service to earn your business. We
understand that if a sail lasts twice as long, it costs you
half as much. We won’t over or under sell you. Our
consultants will suggest a fair priced product, precisely
tailored to your needs.

www.doylesails.com
sanfrancisco@doylesails.com

BETTER ENGINEERED SAILS

Photography b EiTake__J;Ek'Eon

alAM

DOYLE

San Francisco
Bill Colombo
Dave Wilhite

(510) 523-9411
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CALENDAR

'Singlehanded TransPac 1980'":

In the firmament of the sailing world, they were a bunch of
nobodies. A bunch of nobodies with nothing boats. But that's
what made this year's Singlehanded Transpac so attractive
to us; it was a plain and simple 'people's race'.

Take a gander down the list of 38 entries who crossed the
starting line in San Francisco on June 15 and who have you
got? There's a legitimate celebrity in Transatlantic Amy Boyer,
and there's Hal Holbrook, but he's a star on the screen, not
the ocean. Let's see . . . there are inaugural race veterans
Carson, Keenan, Harting, Vielhauer, Vahey, and Upham, and
those who follow crewed TransPacs probably find the name
Rod Park familiar. But that's about it. Everyone else is best
known to their mothers and wives — except Amy and Linda.

And what a fleet of boats! Why, there was hardly a custom
design in the whole bunch — only 5 out of 38 — and not a
single one built especially for this race. The OSTAR folks
would hoot them right off the Atlantic. Imagine, a fleet of
entries with the likes of Cal 29s, Islander 28s, Pearson 36s,
Irwin 34s, Catalina 30s, Ericson 35s — heck, these are the
exact same boats we see and sail every day on the Bay. Yes,
and that's exactly what we liked! Ordinary people in ordinary
boats, each entrant taking the big leap of faith in the boat
he or she owns, and striving for an extraordinary personal
achievement. Bravo!

After some concern the racers had about the welcome they
would be afforded by the locals at Hanalei, it appeared there
was no problem. Whatever became of the planned portable
heads and garbage bins is a mystery, but in any event there
didn't appear to be a need for them. The racers were fastidi-
ous about their trash and sewage, and were ideal guests.

But is that bay ever growing! Not only were there an in-
credible amount of boats in the bay, but the entire area is
rapidly developing. What used to be Club Med is being torn
down for condos. Marriott has plans for a big hotel on the
point, and the hills of Princeville are alive with the sound of
hammers and saws. The basin itself is crawling with sailors,
surfers, catamaraners, windsurfers, fishermen, swimmers,
bodysurfers, health addicts, and suntanners. Hanalei — for
better or worse — is no longer a sleepy little bay, and won't
ever be again.

Aug. 1 — Women's Day Race on Lake Tahoe. LTWYC, wwuw.
windjammers.com.

Aug. 1 — Summer Series #3 (FJs) on Fremont's Lake
Elizabeth. Info, wwuw.fremontsailingclub.org.

Aug. 7 — YRA Fall #1. RYC, wwuw.yra.org.

Aug. 7-8 — H.O. Lind #7 & 8. TYC, wwuw.tyc.org.

Aug. 7-8 — EIl Toro Worlds at Pinecrest. Info, www.el
toroyra.org.

Aug. 7-14 — International Knarr Championship. StFYC,
wwuw.stfyc.org.

Aug, 8 — Gracie & George Regatta, a co-ed doublehanded
featuring 'Gracie' on the helm. EYC, www.eyc.org.

Aug. 14 — YRA-OYRA Northern Star. Info, www.yra.org.

Aug. 14 — North Bay Challenge #5. VYC, www.vyc.org.

Aug. 14 — Tri-Island Race around Treasure Island, Alca-
traz and Red Rock. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.

Aug. 14 — Delta Dinghy Ditch Run, from Rio Vista to West
Sac. LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.

Aug. 14-15 — BAYS Summer Series #4 for Optis, Lasers,
C420s & CFJs. SFYC, www.bayarea-youthsailing.com

Aug. 14-15 — Summer Keel. SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

Aug. 14-21 — Finn Jr. Cup. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Aug. 15 — Baxter Judson #5. PresYC, wwuw.presidio
yachtclub.org.
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FABULOUS NEW BOATS FROM For more than 20 years,
Sail California Farallone Yachts Passage Yachts more boats have been

sold at Marina Village
than at any marina
in Northern California.

FARALLONE YACHTS
Catalina
(510) 523-6730

PASSAGE YACHTS
Beneteau % Island Packet
Wauquiez * Alerion
(510) 864-3000

SAIL CALIFORNIA
J-Boats x Sabre
Santa Cruz Yachts
(510) 523-6730

BROKERS
McGrath Yachts
(510) 521-5020
Orange Coast Yachts
(510) 523-2628
Richard Boland
Yacht Sales
(510) 521-6213

- - - r': = '\-;.-- = : '. :-..-..' Il I'-,-‘:-d"ﬂ
Summit 35 Catalina 445 Island Packet 465

MARINA VILLAGE YACHT HARBOR

Much More than Just a Marina

(510) 521-0905 e www.marinavillageharbor.coni
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SCORCHING SPEED! Plus:

Easier to sail, easier to manage.

Efficient design means smaller offshore
crews to Mexico or Hawaii. Try it.

Call for a test sail... and hold on tight!

JI111

If you love to go sailing,
you’ll love this new 36-ft
speedster. She’s a pleasure
daysailing, weekending,
or racing.

SA)).

Summit 35

An already successful, just
launched, dual-purpose IRC
cruiser-racer, and all-around

performer.

Alameda
(510) 523-8500
norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com

www.sailcal.com « www.santacruzyachts.com
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Aug. 15 — Fall Series #1 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth.
Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.

Aug. 17-24 — Finn Jr. Worlds. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Aug. 20 — 2nd Annual Zongo Yachting Cup, a 20-mile
race from Morro Bay to Avila Beach with two classes: PHRF
and Cruising. Live music ashore after. For info, contact Paul
Irving at (805) 441-3344 or paul@zongoallstars.com.

Aug. 20-22 — San Francisco Melges Race Week. SFYC,
wwuw.sfyc.org.

Aug. 21 — YRA-WBRA Race. GGYC, www.yra.org.

Aug. 21 — Summer #5. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.

Aug. 21 — Joan Storer Regatta, TYC's women skippers'
race. TYC, wwuw.tyc.org or (415) 388-9094.

Aug. 21-22 — Richmond Riviera Regatta, a new race series
"with a conscience." Proceeds benefit local charities. Info,
wwuw.richmondrivieraregatta.com.

Aug. 21-22 — J/120 and IRC South Beach Invitational.
SBYC, www.southbeachyc.org

Aug. 21-22 — Columbia 5.5 Nationals. EYC, www.encinal.
org.

Aug. 21-22 — Flying Dutchman PCCs on Tomales Bay.
Inverness YC, wwuw.invernessyachtclub.com.

Aug. 22 — Jack & Jill Regatta. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.
org or (650) 969-1105.

Aug. 22 — Jack & Jill Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.

Aug. 22-26 — International 18 Skiff Regatta, including
Ronstan Bridge to Bridge, a mad dash from the Golden Gate
Bridge to the Bay Bridge for 18s, boards and kites. StFYC,
wwuw.stfyc.com.

Aug. 27-Sept. 4 — Finn Gold Cup. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Aug. 28 — YRA Fall 2 (City). YRA, www.yra.org.

Aug. 28 — YRA-WBRA. CYC, www.yra.org.

Aug. 28 — Great San Francisco Schooner Race, for schoo-
ners in Gaff and Marconi divisions. SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

Aug. 28 — Half Moon Bay Race. SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.

Aug. 28 — PICYA Youth/CHISPA Regatta, hosted by
Encinal YC. Info, www.picya.org.

Aug. 28 — Small Boat Summer Series #2. EYC, www.
encinal.org.

Aug. 28 — Double Angle Race, from Monterey or Santa
Cruz to Moss Landing. Info, www.ellchornyc.com.

Aug. 28 — Singlehanded Regatta on Folsom Lake. FLYC,
Jfusion927@gmail.com.

Aug. 28-29 — 3rd Annual Sarcoma Cup fundraiser. Info,
www.sarcomacup.org or nat@beatsarcoma.org.

Aug. 29 — Fall Series #2 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth.
Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.

Sept. 3 — Windjammers Race. Pop the chute and head for
Santa Cruz! SCYC, www.windjammersrace.oryg.

Sept. 4 — 22nd Annual Jazz Cup, a 26-mile romp from
T.I. to Benicia YC. SBYC, wwuw.southbeachyc.oryg.

Sept. 4 — Singlehanded #4/Commodore's Cup. SeqYC,
www.sequoiayc.org.

Sept. 4-5 — BAYS #5 at TYC. Info, www.bayarea-youth
sailing.com.

Sept. 4-5 — SF Perpetual Challenge. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.

Sept. 4-5 — Port to Port Race. CPYC, wwuw.cpyc.com.

Sept. 5 — 19th Annual Day on Monterey Bay Regatta to
benefit Big Brothers-Big Sisters. SCYC, www.scyc.org.

Sept. 10-12 — Express 27 Natls. EYC, www.encinal.org.

Sept. 11 — YRA-OYRA Southern Cross (Ocean). YRA,
www.yra.org.

Sept. 11 — Tornberg Regatta. TYC, wwuw.tyc.org.

Sept. 11 — Laser Championships. TahoeYC, www.tahoeyc.
com.
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YOUR PERFORMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

ALAMEDA

1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500
FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST
7001 Seaview Ave. NW #140
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

53' J/160, 2000, Novakane Santa Cruz 52, 1998, Hula JN22, TKO
Sailing World Boat of the Year. Deep draft for cruising, buoy and offshore. Ready to win the Big Boat Series again!
Asking $619,000 This boat has it all. Reduced to $495,000 Asking $469,000
True North 38, Zest Kernan 44, Wasabi J/124, 2007, Fortuna
Like new, low hours, the perfect picnic boat. Turn key race winner. For the joy of sailing, experience the J/124.
Asking $375,000 Asking $429,000 Reduced to $279,000

J/32, 2002, Tango
Well maintained and equipped.
Asking $119,000

77' Andrews, '03* $799,000
53' J/160, '00, Novakane New Listing $619,000
52' Santa Cruz, '00, /SIS ......coveeeerereeeeeeererereeeens $520,000
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade .$595,000
52' Santa Cruz, '98, Hula.....
52' TransPac with IRC mods, '03, Braveheart*.....$499,000

48" J/145, Hull #9, '03*.....coovieeeeieriee e $675,000
48' 1D48, '96, Cal Maritime....
47' Valiant, '81, Sunchase.
44' Kernan, Wasabi.
44' J/44,'93, Halcyon Days*...
42’ Custom Wylie, Scorpio
42' Beneteau First ..........
41' J/124,'07, Fortuna....
40' J/122,'07, TKO.........

$140,000
Reduced $125,000
$429,000
Reduced $285,000

$169,000
...$89,000

40' J/40, '86, China Cloud

SA'),

www.sailcal.com
email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com

J/105, 2002, Grace 0'Malley

We have six J/105s from $83,000 Asking $59,000
40' X-119, '89* $109,000
40' Advance, '85, Caribou* $119,000
38’ True North 38, Zest $375,000
36' J/109, '03* $189,000
36' Islander 36, '72, Absolute............. New Listing $45,000
35' J/105, Hull #502, '02, Grace 0'Malley........... $115,000
35" J/105, 1027 ..o SOLD
35' J/105, '01, Hull #469, Streaker ..................... $115,000
35'J/105, '01, Hull #443, Vuja De............cvevevenene. SOLD
35' J/105, Hull #347,'00, Bald Eagle.................. $109,000
35'J/105,'99, Life Is Good* .................oooeueueunnen. $83,000

35' J/105, Hull #103, '95, Aquavit........... Pending $89,000
................. $39,900
..New Listing $69,000

35' J/35, '84, The Boss* ...........
35' 1D35, '00, Sweet Sensation
35' 1D35, '00, Great Sensation.
35'1D35, '01, YOfY ..o

Santa COrnz

—YACHTS—

26' Aquapro Raider, 2002

Custom Wylie 42, 1991, Scorpio
Proven winner, race ready.
Asking $169,000

34" J/34,'85, The Z00*..........ccooeueeeccccccnnn, $29,900
34' D-Class Catamaran, Rocket 88....................... $38,000
34' MUM 34z, '05* $365,000
34' Olson-Ericson, '89*
33" J/100, Hull #9, '05
33' Frers Carroll Marine ..

32'J/32,'02, Tango $119,000
32" J/32,'97,in Alaska...........cccoeen.. Pending $109,000
32" Catalina 320 .........ccoeeeeneeeireeereeeeeeins $61,000
30' Knarr, '80 $30,000
29' MUM 29z, '07* $269,000
28' Alerion Express, '06* $99,000

26' J/80, '83, ldaho..........
26' Aquapro Raider, '02

* Denotes Seattle Boats

DEALERS FOR THESE FINE YACHTS:
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CALENDAR

Sept. 11-12 — West Marine Fun Regatta for junior sailors.
SCYC, www.scyc.org.

Sept. 11 — Spinner Island Race, an R-rated race from the
Bay to a private island in the Delta. Info, www.spinnerisland.
com/news.html

Sept. 11-12 — Fall Classic, a Knarr, Bird, Folkboat & IOD
invitational. SFYC, wwuw.sfyc.org.

Sept. 12 — YRA Fall 3. SYC, wwuw.yra.org.

Sept. 16-19 — 46th Rolex Big Boat Series, the highlight
of the local sailing season. StFYC, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Sept. 18 — SSS Richmond/South Beach Race for single-
and doublehanders. SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.

Summer Beer Can Regattas

BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 8/6, 8/20, 9/3.
Info, (925) 785-2740 or race@bbyc.org.

BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB — Monday Night Madness Fall:
8/9,8/23,9/6,9/20, 9/27 (make-up). Arjan Bok, (415) 864-
4334 or bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.

BENICIA YC — Thursday nights through 8/26, 9/9-9/30.
Grant Harless, (510) 245-3231 or harlessgrant@sbcglobal.net.

BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night through 9/24. Bobbi,
(925) 939-9885 or bobbi_john@jfcbat.com.

CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s.
Email Gary and Alistair at racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night through 9/3. Donal
Botkin, (415) 497-5411 or racing@cyc.org.

COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through
10/27. Torin Knorr, (650) 863-2570 or regatta@cpyc.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Summer Twilight Series:
7/30, 8/13, 8/27, 9/17. Victor Early, (510) 708-0675 or
rearcommodore@encinal.org.

FOLSOM LAKE YC — Every Wednesday night through
9/22. Info, www,flyc.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 7/30, 8/13, 8/27.
Mont McMillen, (209) 481-5158 or ggycracedeck@aol.com.

ISLAND YC — Friday Summer Island Nights: 8/6, 8/20,
9/10, 9/24. John New, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.

LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday
night through 10/13. Pete Russell, (775) 721-0499.

LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night through
8/26. Roy Pitts, (530) 908-7160 or rpitts@ucdavis.edu.

LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night through
August. Steve Eyberg, seyberg505@sbcglobal.net.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, every
Wednesday night through 9/29. Ray Ward, (831) 659-2401.

OAKLAND YC — Sweet 16 Series, every Wednesday night:
7/28-9/15.John Tuma, (510) 366-1476 or j_tuma@comcast.net.

RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 8/4, 8/11, 8/18,
8/25,9/1,9/15, 9/22, 9/29. Eric Arens, (510) 841-6022 or
ericarens@comcast.net.

ST. FRANCIS YC — Weds. Night Series: 8/4-8/25. Thurs-
day Night Kiting Series: 8/12, 8/26, 9/6, 9/23. Friday Night
Windsurfing Series: 7/30, 8/13, 8/27,9/10, 9/24. John Craig,
(415) 563-6363 or racemgr@stfyc.com.

SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays through 11/3. Greg
Haws, (831) 425-0690 or greg@scyc.org.

SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday Night Summer Sunset Series:
8/10, 8/24,9/7,9/21. John Mount, (415) 509-8381 or race@
syconline.org.

SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/13.
Steve Holmstrom, (650) 400-8584 or steve@toothvet.info.

SHORELINE LAKE AQUATIC CENTER — Catalina 14.2




NOT JUST GREAT SAILS, BUT

"WORLD BLASS SAILMAKERS !

MAKE SURE YOUR
CURRENT SAILS
ARE READY FOR;

- BIG BOAT SERIES
- MEXICO CRUISING
- YOUR NEXT DAY ON THE BAY

Re-Cuts:
Conversions:

Sail Washing & Rejuvenation

Same day, overnight service,
-_ removal, installation, and drop off
- ,,\ and pick up service available!

P - __
= . o ——

-
e (= 5 = —

— = F e s

—

e AR

e n

Quantum Pacific

1230 Brickyard Cove Rd. Suite 200
A M Point Richmond, CA 94801
U U (510) 234-4334

- SAIL DESIGN GROUP fiteakell@quantumsa_lils.com

jthorpe@quantumsails.com

o
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Haul Out Your Boat

Where the Big Deogs Go!
Cals

Almost 100 yards of multihulls
line up to haul out:

55' Custom Adventure Cat
65' Custom Adventure Cat 2
65' Custom 7eam O'Neill
46' Dolphin Wabhoo
and 50' Catana Pandora

DRY STORAGE 35-FT BEAM:
$4.00/ft Can your
Power & Sail yard do that?

NAPA VALLEY*MARINA

1200 Milton Road * Napa, CA 94559

(707) 252-8011 « Fax (707) 252-0851

www.napavalleymarina.com
Marina ¢ Boatyard ¢ Chandlery ¢ Brokerage

Ainteriux.

yachtpaint.com
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Boat Stands

CALENDAR

racing every Thursday night during Daylight Saving Time.
Laser racing every Wednesday night, May-October. John
Stedman, (650) 940-9948 or (650) 965-7474.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 7/30, 8/6,
8/20, 8/27. Kevin, rearcommodore@southbeach yachtclub.
org or (650) 333-7873.

STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night through 8/25.
Phil Hendrix, (209) 598-4415 or regattal O@stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Beer Can Series through
9/1. Monday Night Laser Series through 8/30. Darren
Kramer, (530) 581-4700 or wwuw.tahoeyc.com.

TIBURON YC — Every Friday night through 8/27 & 9/10.
Ian Matthew, (415) 883-6339 or ian.matthew@comcast.net.

VALLEJO YC — Every Wednesday night through 9/29.
Gordon, (530) 622-8761 or fleetcaptainsail@uyc.org.

Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.

August Weekend Tides

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht.
HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
7/31Sat 0308/4.4 0903/1.3 1555/5.4 2208/1.9
8/01Sun 0405/4.0 0938/1.8 1630/5.5 2308/1.6
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
8/07Sat 0401/-0.6 1121/4.6 1536/2.9 2147/6.7
8/08Sun 0446/-0.9 1158/4.9 1629/2.6 2242/6.9
HIGH LOwW HIGH LOwW
8/14Sat 0322/5.1 0858/1.1 1544/6.3 2206/0.6
8/15Sun 0435/4.5 0948/1.8 1631/6.3 2316/0.5
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
8/21Sat 0421/0.0 1128/4.9 1612/2.7 2211/6.0
8/22Sun 0458/0.0 1200/5.0 1654/2.5 2255/6.0
HIGH LOwW HIGH LOwW
8/28Sat 0212/4.8 0751/1.6 1426/5.5 2035/1.3
8/29Sun 0300/4.4 0822/2.0 1458/5.6 2122/1.2
August Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max
7/31Sat 0212/2.2F 0509 0804/3.0E
1120 1429/2.6F 1737 2036/3.2E
8/01Sun 0019 0303/2.0F 0604 0850/2.5E
1150 1510/2.3F 1812 2123/3.2F
8/07Sat 0214/4.7E 0622 0929/3.6F
1247 1455/2.0E 1801 2056/2.7F
2344
8/08Sun 0308/5.2E 0707 1012/4.0F
1330 1546/2.5E 1853 2148/3.2F
8/14Sat 0208/3.6F 0518 0756/3.6E
1120 1418/3.4F 1721 2024/4.5E
8/15Sun 0017 0309/3.2F 0624 0849/2.7E
1208 1507/2.9F 1808 2118/4.3E
8/21Sat 0249/4.0E 0635 0949/3.4F
1249 1547/2.0E 1828 2125/2.5F
8/22Sun 0001 0330/4.2E 0716 1027/3.5F
1325 1612/2.3E 1911 2206/2.7F
8/28Sat 0105/2.8F 0412 0656/3.2E
1013 1314/2.8F 1614 1918/3.7E
2254
8/29Sun 0147/2.7F 0458 0738/2.7E
1040 1350/2.5F 1643 2000/3.7E
2341
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THE BOAT YARD AT GRAND MARINA

"Where Service Has Meaning"

Ainteriux.

yachtpaint.com

TRINIDAD Official
ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY Sponsor
2010
BAJA
T HA-HA
The only yard to brush
on your bottom paint!

Dealers for: I T'S SM LE!

Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!
~ COMPARE US WITH THE COMPETITION ~

* Prop and Shaft Work * Gas & Diesel

* Mast & Rigging Repair Engine Service

* Fiberglass & Blister Repair * LPU Hull & Topside

* Electrical Repair &
Installation

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

(510) 521-6100 « Fax (510) 521-3684
Located at Grand Marina * 2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda
~~Aouw"RINE:.. ...

FINE REVERSE O3MO5S EOUPMINT ) WWW-b Oa.tya.rdgm. Com

* Gelcoat Repair
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Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND

When an engine dies,
there's no walking home
— just costly repairs, lost
vacation time, and lost
revenues.
Don't find yourself in this boat.
Regular maintenance prevents
expensive repairs.

We are your experts for outboard
diagnostics, repair, repower, sales
and service.

* Factory-trained and certified techs
* Open six days a week
* New and used engines bought and sold

* One-year warranty on all work performed
and used engine sales

* Three-year warranty on all new engines

You will not find this knowledge,
reputation and network for less.

MARINE OUTBOARD

since 1990
OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

Nissan Honda
Tohatsu Mariner
Johnson Mercury
Evinrude Yamaha

35 Libertyship Way ¢ Sausalito, CA 94965

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

CHRISTINE CURRIE

LETTERS

1A GIRL'S GOTTA DO WHAT A GIRL'S GOTTA DO

My request is an odd one, but as salty as I am when it
comes to all matters sailing. I can't seem to tackle my problem
alone, so I'm in dire need of creative solutions from Latitude
staff and/or readers.

As a sailing couple who have done quite a bit of long-term
cruising — a year in Central America 16 years ago as a beta
test to marriage — with minions who were born in Barcelona
while we cruised the Med eight years ago, we are currently
on our fifth boat together, a Catana 431 cat. Our cruising
plans should consist of buying a few bags of groceries and
sunscreen, and hosting a bon voyage party. Instead, our sweet
boat is up for sale.

The wrinkle in our plan is that our sons RC and Collin, ages
8 and 10, each have issues of an educational nature that we
don't have the expertise to address. It's hard to fathom that
these problems couldn't be fixed with duct tape — well, the
ADHD one could — but not so much the dyslexia.

My husband, Rob, has the following reasons for putting
our boat up for sale: 1) She's a bit too much boat if we won't
be embarking on a long-term voyage anytime soon; 2) she's
expensive to maintain for just weekend sailing; 3) we have no
exit strategy on the horizon, as we have no way of knowing
if the educational system can offer our dyslexic son the help
he needs.

My reasons for wanting to keep our cat are: 1) The kids
will be ready to cruise in the next few years, at which time
we'd have to start searching for and outfitting another boat;
2) she's a great boat for weekend sailing and 'stay-cations' to
San Francisco while we live in Santa Cruz; 3) the cat costs
could be defrayed if we put her in charter or took on partners
— although the charter/partner idea has been rejected.

So I need help in coming up with more solid reasons to keep
our boat. Some will suggest the obvious — that I keep the boat
and sell my husband. But that's not a possibility. My captain
is a linear thinking, Latitude-reading kind of guy. So I can't

) imagine that you, or
your readers, won't be
able to come up with
good suggestions for
me. All are welcome.
Please mail them di-
| rectly to my husband
at rob@onourboat.com.
He's going to love that,
I'm sure.

I'd also very much
like to hear from any
cruising families who
have tackled home
RC and Collin are already on Mom's side. schooling with a dys-
Maybe readers can convince Rob to keep the |oyic child.
family's beloved Catana 431 'Tramuntana’.

1

As any self-cen-

tered parent would, I have recruited the minions to my side of

non-sale, as dad's side nets out to non-sail. This is tantamount
to treason, but a girl's gotta to do what a girl's gotta do.

Christine Currie

Tramuntana, Catana 431

Alameda/Santa Cruz

Christine — You're a pretty funny lady, and you're right,
your request is pretty unusual. We'll give you the most solid
reason of all for keeping your boat — you really like her and
she gives you and most of your family a lot of pleasure. We
don't think you need any reasons beyond that.
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Trust the Bay Area’s most
experienced boat yard
to get you there.

For over four decades, boaters have relied on the
expert boatwrights at Svendsen'’s for the highest
quality boat repair services available. We've built
our reputation for excellence the old-fashioned
way — with Old World craftsmanship, cutting-edge
materials and technology, and above all, by putting
our customers’ satisfaction first. Bring your boatin
to us, and see what all the buzz is about.

SVENDSEN'S
BOAT WORKS

1851 Clement Avenue in the Alameda Marina

Call to schedule services: 510.522.2886 | Or book services online: swendsens.com

Svendsen'’s performs all aspects
of marine repair on-site, including:

WOOD & FIBERGLASS REPAIR
PAINTING & FINISHING
ENGINE & MECHANICAL REPAIR
MAST & RIGGING SERVICES
PLUMBING & THRU-HULLS
CUSTOM FABRICATION
HAULOUTS...and more
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Fax: 401-849-0631

Gori

3-Blade

CALL US TODAY!
800-801-8922

AN IE S VA W A IAMYS LA W SARIGARS I

¢ Lowest drag when sailing
¢ The champions choice

¢ Full thrust in reverse

propeller

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631
sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

CHRISTINE NORDSTROM

LETTERS

With a few exceptions, such as Larry Ellison, we all have
limited resources, so we have to prioritize how we allot them.
Our priorities in life are as _follows: 1) The well-being of our kids;
2) traveling around on sailboats; and 3) . . . well, there is no
number three because everything else seems to be, as surfers
say, just details. We've been able to travel around on boats
because things lilke new cars, jewelry, fancy furniture, stylish
clothes, fine dining, expensive wines, frequent haircuts, spa
visits, car washes, movies, concerts, resort vacations, Christ-
mas or other presents, visiting casinos, and buying pot or cole
seem like foolish wastes of money. Get us out in nature on our
boat, and we're pretty happy. Get us on our boat in the tropics
and we're ecstatic. Oh wait, there really is a #3. We really like
high-speed internet access, too.

No cruiser has ever told us that home schooling was easy.
In fact, a lot of them have told us it's very hard. But in looking
at the big picture we think most active young boys would get a
better and more useful education cruising on a boat than they
would caged up in almost any classroom in America, at least
until high school age. And while we're not experts, we think
this might be particularly true _for boys with ADHD and maybe
even dyslexia issues. But we'll let more knowledgeable people
weigh in on these subjects.

By the way, in most couples it's the man who is usually
more enthusiastic about sailing than the wife, but it's hardly
universal. Among the exceptions have been sailmaler Jocelyn
Nash at Quantum Sails; Wendy Hinman of Seattle, who wasn't
very pleased when husband Garth Wilcox was ready to give
up cruising their Wylie 30 Velella after just seven years in
the Pacific; Caren Edwards, formerly of Portola Valley, who
was outvoted by her husband, son Dana, and daughter Ra-
chel, when it came to continuing to cruise their Marquesas 53
Rhapsodie in the Pacific after just five years; and others we
Jjust can't remember off the top of our heads. If you're a woman
who belongs in this group, we'd love to hear from you.

fJHOLY COW NEARLY RENDERED INTO HAMBURGER
The Fourth of July this year was a great day for sailing.
The weather was beautiful and, after a wonderful afternoon
sail on our Treasure Island-based J/24 Holy Cow, we were
heading back to our slip to enjoy a pre-fireworks dinner in
the berth. I heard
the skipper, Barry
~ Vlught, yelling some-
thing as I was on
the foredeck drop-
ping the jib. With the
wind picking up and
blowing the gaskets
out of my hands, I
| assumed that the
skipper was yelling

at me to hurry up.
Don't have a cow, man! Especially if you're But when I turned

driving another boat. back, I saw that a
35-ft cutter under power with no sails up had her bowsprit
over our port lifelines amidships!

Our skipper repeatedly called out to the woman at the
helm — the only person on deck — to turn to starboard and
give way. She merely stared straight ahead, her hands firmly
holding the wheel on a steady course, grumbling, "I know, I
know, @*& you." Nonetheless, she made no attempt to turn
the wheel or reach for the gear shift. It didn't seem to me as
if she was trying to avoid a collision.

With the wind blowing us down on the cutter, the skipper

gt s
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Been there,
done that!

So let us help you to
get set for the Baja Ha-Ha!

Our frie 'y, 0 e - es re
to help you with all of your outfitting needs!

Bellevue, WA — Mike Griffith

13211 Northup Wy. - (425) 641-4065

Mike has 60,000+ miles cruising experience in the South Pacific, Hawaii, West Coast,
Canada and Alaska. Many of those miles were singlehanded. He is a former sailing
instructor. He has owned and upgraded the same C&C 38 for over 30 years.

Sausalito — David Forbes

295 Harbor Dr. - (415) 332-0202

In addition to teaching all levels of boating, David has captained various vessels from
40’-80’ throughout the Caribbean, New England, Mediterranean, and Eastern Pacific.
He currently owns a Colgate 26 and is active in the SF Bay Area Racing community.

Alameda — Dan Niessen

730 Buena Vista Ave. - (510) 521-4865

Dan Niessen currently owns two boats and is an avid long distance cruiser
and a certified sailing instructor.

Long Beach — Holly Scott

251 Marina Dr. - (562) 598-9400

Captain Holly has been sailing all her life and has done so all over the world.

She currently holds a 100-ton Masters License and loves to share her knowledge,
experience and boating humor.

Newport Beach — Tom Stallings

900 West Coast Hwy. - (949) 645-1711

Tom Stallings has over 35 years of boating experience and is a current Dana Point
liveaboard. Along with his thousands of ocean miles, Tom is a licensed U.S. Merchant

Marine Officer and U.S.C.G. Master. \‘

San Diego - Louis Holmes

1250 Rosecrans Dr. - (619) 225-8844
Louis has been an avid sailor for 22 years. He has over 6,000 miles of delivery experience,

including two Mexico returns and a return from Hawaii, and over 10,000 miles of racing experience.

Over 300 stores nationwide! m -
For the location nearest you, ,/ We St M a r I n e
go to westmarine.com /
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Save 200

= 1 Offer good through
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Our Best Selling
Compact RIB 310 is On SALE!

Here’s your opportunity to enjoy a $200 savings on one of the
best-selling models in the West Marine inflatable boat lineup. Our
Compact RIB 310 is a 10 foot boat with an 882lb. carrying capac-
ity and a RIMTEC molded polyester hull that gives it outstanding
performance with outboards up to 10 horsepower. The inflatable
tubes are rugged PVC-coated polyester and backed by a 5-year
warranty. A unique folding transom enables the boat to be stored
nearly flat when it’s not inflated, so you can carry it against the
lifelines or coach roof of most cruising vessels.

Get your hands on a great boat at a great price! But don’t wait,
this offer is good only through August 22, 2010.

Model 9266453 Reg. $1899.00 Sale $1699.00

2 West Marine

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

LATITUDE / LADONNA

LETTERS

couldn't point any higher and we didn't have time to start
our outboard. We thought Holy Cow and we were going to
become hamburger! As we donned our PFDs, the bowsprit of
the cutter kept moving aft alongside our boat. At one point
the skipper was contemplating exactly when he should jump
to safety.

Miraculously, the wind and current combined to prevent
Holy Cow from being hit — although only by inches. We
couldn't believe that we hadn't been hit.

The cutter eventually turned and paralleled us. "Why didn't
you give way?" our skipper asked. "We were under sail. You
almost hit us!"

"Don't talk to her, talk to me," an elderly man replied. "And
if you want to talk to me, come aboard my boat. I was down
below and didn't see what happened."

"Where are your CF numbers?" our skipper asked.

Needless to say, they didn’t respond — or even offer an
apology. They motored off, presumably to watch the fireworks.
Once our sails were down, we motored into the marina and I
called the Coast Guard's non-emergency number and reported
the incident. When they asked for the boat's CF numbers, I
couldn't provide them because they weren't displayed. I could
only give them the boat's name and a description.

The Coast Guard said they were glad I had called to report
the incident, and told me that although they were busy, they
had a boat headed to the Treasure Island area and would
look for the cutter. I was glad for the Coast Guard's patient
and appreciative response as it provided me with a sense of
relief after a harrowing experience.

We were then finally able to kick back on our boat and enjoy
our picnic dinner while we waited for the fireworks display.
We never learned what, if anything, happened between the
Coast Guard and the boat that almost hit us. But I trust they
did their job and handled the situation as they saw fit.

Extra precautions, including looking out for other mariners
who may not be looking out for themselves, must always be
taken since the unexpected and unpredictable become the
norm during busy times on the Bay.

Christine Nordstrom
Holy Cow, J/24
Treasure Island

Christine — We don't want to make light of your harrowing
experience, particularly if you're not a racer for whom close
calls and minor collisions aren't that uncommon, but we think
your last sen-

Il tence meta-
- phorically hits
the nail on the
i head. We sail
with the same
assumption as
when we ride
our motorcy-
~ cles: Everyone
else is either
an idiot or is
intentionally
trying to run
us down. By
always plan-
ning a way out of every situation with every other boat — which
is very easy to do most of the time — we're able to feel as if we
have the maximum control over our lives. We recommend that
everyone sail with the same attitude, particularly on Opening

Beware of crowded days on the water — even the
Coast Guard has hit other boats and killed people.
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- MODERN SAILING SCHOOL & CLUB

Sausalito, CA www.ModernSailing.com 800-995-1668

Get your Coast Guard the Third Annual
Captain’s License.

=) | Saild Fest

OUPV LICENSE

L), P Sunday, September 26th

\W=8/%/ 100 TON LICENSE

o i) "J-._ _,.-J $1195 1 - 5pm
Our GUARANTEED, U.S. Coast Guard e . .
Approved course will prepare you for all at Modern Sailing School & Club in Sausalito

elements of the exam, guide you through
the application process, and conclude
with on-site testing. Space is limited.

Sign up today! A Free Sailboat Rides (11am-5pm)

Adventure Sailing ALIVE Music and Food
with Joh_n Connolly

4dLocal Vendors
4Boat Show

Everybody is welcome - Attendance is FREE!
Call 415-331-8250 for more information.

LEG 1: April 20 - 30, 2011
(Skiathos - Lesvos)

LEG 2: May 3 - 13, 2011 EMERGENCIES AT SEA with John Connolly

(Lesvos - Kos)

................................ Dinner and Discussion

| $2375/ berth
$4275/c:bin§ at the
Golden Gate Yacht Club

Obtain your ASA 106
Certification on either leg. Thursday, August 19th @ 6pm

Spain / Morocco Please call to RSVP - Space is Limited.

ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT Upcoming Events

LEG 1: Oct. 30 - Nov. 11, 2010 August 11 - Introductory Sail (5 - 8pm)
(Mallorca-Gibraltar, via Spanish Coast) August 14 - Club Sail (10am - 4pm), BBQ @ 3:30pm
T : August 19 - John Connolly talks Emergencies at Sea @ GGYC
$247c35°/stt)erth August 21 - Farallones Day Trip (8am - 8pm)
' $4450 / cabin | August 22 - Member Appreciation Day - Charter Specials, Club Sails, BBQ

JAJ August 27 - 29 - Napa Flotilla

= N ASA OUTSTANDING SCHOOL 2009
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(Infra)
Red Alert!

MAGMA

Infra-Red
Grills by
Magma

You may have
heard some buzz
about infra-red ‘

grills, but why .l

should you care? ! w
It's simple really. Infra-red grills make _ food. How?
The infra-red burners attain temperatures hundreds of degrees
higher than standard propane burners. Their intense heat puts a
better sear on the meat to lock in more of the flavor and juices,
and instantly vaporizes drippings to reduce flare-up and add deli-
cious smokey flavor. But those aren’t the only benefits of infra-red
technology. Because they burn hotter, they cook faster. So you
save fuel and your meals are ready sooner.

Naturally, since they’re from Magma, these grills are built to
endure and perform in the marine environment. They’re crafted
from polished stainless steel and meticulously designed and
refined to be easy and safe to use aboard your boat. We’ve got a
full range of Magma Infra-Red Grills to fit every boat and budget.
Get yours and get cooking! $299.99-¢499.99

2 West Marine

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

LETTERS

Day, when there are fireworks shows, during Fleet Week, and
on similar occasions. Those are the days when not only are
there more boats out, but a higher than normal percentage of
them are being operated at a lower level of skill and atten-
tion.

Tt JALAMEDA COUNTY'S FAIR TAX ASSESSOR

Last fall, my husband and I sailed Peregrine, our Fuji 45,
away from her slip in Alameda County to San Diego, then to
beautiful Mexico. She now lives in Guaymas, Mexico.

Our good news is that we just received confirmation from
the Alameda County Assessor's Office that, since Peregrine is
no longer in Alameda County, her personal property account
has been closed! And our friends Doug and Linda Simms of
the formerly Alameda County-based Tayana V42 Aquadesiac
got the same good news about their boat.

I received Form 576D at my sister's home — she gets my
mail — early this year. During a trip back to California in
February, I completed the form and personally delivered it
to the counter at the Assessor's Office. I explained our situ-
ation and completed the form, which has a box for "Removal
Information." The clerk suggested that I indicate the address
as being "c/0" my sister — that way they would know that we
really didn't live there! This particular civil servant was smart
and helpful.

Muggs Zabel
Peregrine, Fuji 45
Guaymas, Mexico

Readers — One would think that all California county tax
assessors would interpret tax law the same way, but they don't.
There are some counties that don't care if you take your boat
out of the country and go cruising for 10 years; they claim that
you still owe personal property tax on your boat for each and
every year. That hardly seems fair since the theory behind tax
on personal property is that you're compensating the govern-
ment for services rendered or at least available.

Tax assessors in other counties say that if you can prove
your boat was out of the county for more than six months, or
in some cases the entire year, you don't owe the tax. If you're
about to go cruising in an expensive boat, you owe it to yourself
to find out what the policy is in the county where you keep your
boat. It may malke financial sense to have your boat establish
residence in a more tax-friendly county before you take off on
your cruise.

1 {CRUISING THE CREW LIST

For a couple of years I have wanted to crew in the Ha-Ha
— and I finally have enough control of my schedule to do
so. I signed up for the Crew List, and recently received two
requests for further info. In both cases I was asked to send a
photo. The first guy was very specific, and said he needed a
good face shot to see what I looked like. Hmmmm. The second
guy was a bit more subtle. But in both cases it seems I have
failed the beauty contest, for I sent them both two photos,
and I have not heard back from either one.

I'm not writing to complain — and both parties, who hap-
pen to be single males, shall remain nameless. I don't even
want you to do anything about it. But I was wondering if
this was indicative of the Ha-Ha, or did I just stumble onto
playboys looking for sleeping partners with blond hair and
big boobs?

What I really want to know is what do I have to do to get
on a decent boat? My skills are modest, and I'm neither fat
nor ugly — or at least I don't think so. Anyway, I'm a nurse
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Think Green,
Buy Blue!

1.

Place your order for a new
North sail July 5th through
September 3rd, 2010.

Recycle your
old sail and

SAVE 25%
on a new

sail from
North!

As part of North’s

10+ year commitment

to recycling/repurposing

sails, we are once again

going to make it"

while to think green and buy
blue! Just register online and
we’ll send you a FREE UPS
shipping tag along with your
new sail so you can ship your
old sail to the North Recycling
Center. You’ll automatically
receive a 25% savings on the
purchase price of your new
North sail * Visit us at
northsails.com to register and
click on the “Think Green,
Buy Blue” icon. You’ll help
the planet and save on North
Sails, too!

2.

Register online for
your FREE UPS
shipping tag and 25%
SAVINGS on your
new North Sail.

=29%0

SAVINGS

issued upon registration and valid toward a
new North sail purchased by Sept. 3, 2010.

3.

Return your old sail
snipto:  to the North recycling
w,yhc\mg center AND get a

cente  FREE North tote
bag made from
ails!

Program sails and North Sails Direct sails are
excluded. Offer limited to boats 50 ft. LOA and
smaller. Offer valid on orders placed July 5th
through September 3rd, 2010. Customer must
take delivery of new sail prior to November

30, 2010 and recycled sail must be received by

How NORTH SAILS
December15th. Other restrictions may apply.

®

R E F | Better by Design
F Sausalito 415-339-3000
" san Rafael-Sail Care 415-453-2142

{’ Channel Islands 805-984-8100
Marina Del Rey 310-827-8388
_ Long Beach 562-795-5488

- Costa Mesa-Sail Care 949-645-4660
To show our appreciation we'll send San Diego 619-224-2424
you a free large tote bag made from northsails.com

recycled sail cloth by Sea Bags, Inc.
Thanks for thinking green!
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AIS Made Easy!

Latest, most cost-effective
collision-avoidance solution

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers
enable AlS-capable chart plotters and navigation
software to see other vessels. AIS transponders
allow other vessels to see you.

MMSI: 312345678
Towing Vessel

346
47°44.296'N 122°27.312'W

Navigation software displaying AlS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS
solutions. Visit our web site for information on:
& AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
& AIS Transponders - including Class B AlS
& Navigation Software
& Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product
online and use
coupon code
“LAT38"to get free
shipping in the U.S.

For more information contact:

(866) 606-6143
www. MilltechMarine.com
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and will be working in Modesto for the next three months,

and hope to get to the Bay Area and do as much sailing as

possible. If you have any suggestions, advice, or even a person

I can contact who needs a willing crewmember for either the

summer or the Ha-Ha, drop me a line at ph3cp@yahoo.com.

Thanks. And again, I'm not looking to do anything about

a couple of sorry-assed sailors who are babe-hunting, as it's
their loss.

Maureen O'Malley

Modesto

Maureen — We empathize with you, but isn't the lesson of
history and all cultures that males go for females they perceive
to be beautiful and females go for males they consider to be
rich and/or powerful? It's not fair to women and it's certainly
not fair to men either — but it seems to be reality.

On the other hand, there are several reasons to believe that
you may be jumping to negative conclusions. For one thing,
whenever Dofia de Mallorca looks for delivery crew, one of the
first things she asks is_for applicants to send a couple of photos
of themselves. She’s not looking to see if the respondents are
blondes with big boobs, but rather to get a rough sense if they
seem like someone she might want to be spending time with in
close quarters and perhaps have to work with through a crisis
situation or two. And if you were in her TopSiders, you'd be
surprised at what some of the photos say about the people who
send them. When applying for a crew position, you only get
to malce one first good visual impression, so it's worth putting
effort into having a good photo or two to represent yourself in
the best light.

Having heard a million stories of how Ha-Ha crews get put
together;, we can assure you that it's not an orderly or entirely
rational process. In many cases skippers put out requests _for
crew, get busy with other stuff in their lives, and don’t get back
to the potential crew until two weeks before the start of the
event. The majority of crews are in a state of flux until almost
the start. So don't be surprised if one of the two guys — or both
— call in October and hope you still want to go with them. It's

Jjust the way it works on a lot of boats.

We won't lie to you and tell you that your modest sailing
skills might not be an issue. When doing a Ha-Ha, you're going
to be spending two weelks in very close quarters with several
other people, and skippers sure don't want to be faced with
one of their crew saying stuff likke, "Oh gee, I didn't know I was
going to have to stand watch in the middle of the night!" More
than a few inexperienced sailors assume that crewing on the
Ha-Ha is like taking a vacation on a cruise ship, and that the
skipper and first mate will wait on them hand and foot. It's
much more adventurous than that. More than a few skippers
have groused that crew without offshore experience have been
much more of a liability than an asset to their Ha-Ha experi-
ence, so you have to understand their position.

On the other hand, your being a nurse would be a big plus
if we were looking for crew. To us it suggests that you're bright,
that you're used to working with people, that you're not lazy,
and that you may have had some experience in emergency situ-
ations. So that’s something you might want to emphasize.

We never get involved with getting people on boats because
it causes more trouble than trying to be a matchmalcer. So all
we can do is encourage you to keep working the Crew List,
come to the Mexico-Only Crew List Party on September 8 at
Encinal YC, sail as much as you can, and get to know people
who will be doing the Ha-Ha. The cruising community is actu-
ally relatively small, so it's not that hard to be successful if you
keep at it. Good luck!

Page 30 e latitude 38 o August, 2010




COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA:

The Peninsula’s Complete Recreational Destination!

~ Multibull
side ties available
up to 40 ft.

BERTHING

> Slips to 40" available

> Inside ties from $85 per mo.
&> Multihull side ties available
&> Check out our rates!

FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

% .. © Open 7 days per week
L8 © Gas and diesel available
w« © Check our prices

! © Free pump outs

.
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LT g Y e =

COYOTE POINT RECREATIONAL AREA — HOME TO:

* Coyote Point Marina * Coyote Point Yacht Club

* Poplar Creek Golf Course * Dominic's Restaurant

* Coyote Point Park * Magic Mountain Playground
* Captain's House Conference Center * Coyote Point Museum

* Beach, Picnic & BBQ Areas ¢ Shoreline Trail

COME FOR A VISIT - WE THINK YOU'LL STAY
Call us and mention this ad for a FREE Weekend Guest Berth

COYOTE POINT MARINA - 1900 Coyote Point Drive ® San Mateo
650.573.2594
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Boat Loans
Made Easyg
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Let our 29 years of experience go to work for you!

Richard Tressler
866-377-3948 ext. 47008

www.essexcredit.com

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Loan Amounts from $25,000
Instant Loan Approvals* ¢ 90 Days to First Payment*

*Subject to Loan Program Guidelines and Credit Approval
Reference Code = MAR931
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TfUMEETING FELIX WAS A GIFT

While recently flipping through the June issue of Latitude,
I came across a photo of a familiar face, that of Felix Knauth.
My eyes clung to the picture in disbelief, fearing what my
heart already knew by the nature of the photo. Sure enough,
the accompanying headline read 'Four Sailors lost in May'.

Felix Knauth, one of the four, literally stumbled his way
into my life, as well as the lives of Paul, Daniel and Sarah,
three of my good friends. With our boat docked at the Santa
Cruz Yacht Harbor, the four of us were getting ready to sail
across to Monterey and explore some of the Big Sur coast.
Before we left, Sarah, who works in a cafe, told us she'd struck
up a conversation with an old man who had tripped over her
computer cord. This was Felix.

Sarah described him as someone who had been deeply
involved in establishing the Peace Corps, had raised his chil-
dren in Somalia, and had basically sailed singlehanded — the
other person was too drunk the entire time to raise a finger to
help — across the Atlantic. Paul, Daniel and I weren't quite
sure what to make of this description, and were curious to
meet this mystery man.

Felix showed up looking old and frail, and walking with a
cane. Yet there was a certain strength in his body. He intro-
duced himself and immediately began a conversation while
examining my 34-ft sloop. He complimented my boat and
joked about watching out for the nicer items I had mounted
on it. Within a minute, the floodgates to his life story had
been opened up. He spoke about the challenges of growing
up with polio, and about sailing across oceans with no radio
and minimal navigation equipment. His description of sailing
to Ireland sounded something like this: “Well, I had to go east,
and if I began to see a bunch of white I knew I'd have to turn
right, and if I came across a bunch of brown, I'd go left, and
if I saw green I knew I was right on target.”

When the four of us, all avid rock climbers, broached the
subject of climbing, Felix inundated us with stories that were
hard for any rock climber to believe. He told us about being
on the climbing expedition that made the first ascent of The
Nose on El Capitan in Yosemite — arguably the most famous
climb in the world. His stories touched every fiber of each of our
adventurous beings: first ascents of difficult mountaineering
routes in the California High Sierra Nevada, horse camps and
summit trips at Mount Shasta — there were too many to list.

And then there was the most current story, the reason
80-year old Felix was at S Dock in Santa Cruz with us. Hav-

NN e e ing lost his wife less than

two years before, he'd spent
== 18 months at his son's home
in Texas, mostly watching
television and living a rather
sedate life — as might be
expected of a lonely elderly
man. He told us that he woke
up one day, realized that this
was not the way he wanted
to live his final years, and
- proceeded to research boats
Felix Knauth, an inspirational life and 1,e could afford. He ultimately
an inspiration to later generations. ..\ 2 cross a Santana 22 in
Santa Cruz. This is where our paths crossed.

It was Felix's plan to sail south singlehanded past Pt.
Conception to Southern California in the windy month of May.
He would later leave Monterey, his first anchorage, the same
morning we did. He left so early that we didn't see him go. But
before he said his goodbyes to us, he'd gone back to his boat




The answer is yes, THAT IS...

THE SAME?

-

if you trust your boatyard to conduct

quality repairs of your boat at the right price, with no nasty surprises
when it comes time to pay the bill. Many sailors have discovered this
kind of boatyard to be rare. At Bay Marine Boatworks, we pride our-
selves on providing quality workmanship at a good value. We are a

\;5—?—@'-—"'\
Cutting Blwd . \
Point
Richmond

310 W. Cutting Blvd.
Pt. Richmond, Ca

1-800-900-6646
1-510-237-0140

full-service boatyard whose mission is to guaran-
tee absolute satisfaction to every customer. Our
great customer service and communication helps
to ensure that our customers are well informed
about their choices for repair work and pricing.

Call us today to discuss your boat mainte-
nance and repair needs!

The Sailor’s Boatyard www.baymarineboatworks.com
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A Waterfront Community
Just Steps from Grand Marina

Adjacent to Grand Marina at the
estuary end of Grand Street, this
picturesque  community offers
views of Oakland and Coast
Guard Island and is sel just
minutes from Park Street near
downtown Alameda shopping
and restaurants, This is 4 very special location that is
just steps from the water and all of the boat slips and
refated marine services of Grand Marina, presenting a
remarkable lifestvle opportunity.

» Charming detached homes

= Some homes enjoy beautiful views

= Easy commute to San Francisco and Oakland
= Highly-rated Alameda School District

* §5,000 in non-recurring closing costs”™

= 2,500 in design center upgrades™

grand\\ marina

g T, |,|||‘.=|_. P . S

2152w 2373 sq.ft. | 4 Bedrooms + bonus room/
tech loft (per plan) and 3.5 Baths | 2 spuce garages

Priced from the upper $600s to mid $800s
1629 Cruiser Lane, Alameda | © 510.814.6535

Sales representatives: Beth Costello, DRE Lic 00858354
Db Garlick, DRE Lic (0801442

HOMEShyWARMINGTON com
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@ Realtors® welcome.
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and grabbed a manuscript that appeared to have been typed
up on an old-fashioned typewriter. It was the story of his life,
right up to the purchase of his Santana 22. I wonder today if
we were the last people with whom he shared his stories.
Felix's easy manner and the nature of his stories really
gripped the four of us. The single meeting and conversation we
had with Felix deeply affected all of us, for as young folks — all
in our 20s — we're looking to live our lives to the fullest. Felix
was a true inspiration. Even in death he's become something
of a mentor. We've often thought about him when we were
sailing or climbing, and we'd ask ourselves, “Would Felix reef
right now?” or “Do you think Felix would have climbed this
route back in the day?” We each will continue to have Felix
as our mentor. His presence in our lives has been a privilege
and a gift.
Jakob Laggner
Patience, Coronado 34
Santa Cruz

M {KEEP YOUR FINGERS AND TOES INSIDE THE RIDE

Your advice, offered in the June 28 ‘Lectronic report on
Greg Dorland's broken leg, "to remember to never straddle
a loaded block or use a traveller track or loaded block for a
handhold," came 10 years too late for me. It wasn't that big
a deal, but I stupidly held the mainsheet during a gybe in 20
knots of wind as we were headed for the rocks. I lost part of
a finger.

After realizing that my finger was hanging off the upper
mainsheet block, the next thing I realized was that I was
bleeding all over the cockpit. As I tried to wipe up the blood,
my wife told me it might be a good idea for me to lie down
before I fainted. She was right.

Although I didn't faint, it was an ordeal to get to an anchor-
age and get help. Prior to going out, I'd thought, "It's just a
daysail, who needs Band-Aids?" Was I ever wrong!

Steve Bondelid
Whidbey Island

Steve — There are lots of famous sailors in the Missing Digit
Club. Two who come to mind are Aussie Ben Wright, who used
to run the 60-ft ORMA trimaran Lakota and the 110-ft catama-
ran Playstation for Steve Fossett, and Southern Californian Ben
Mitchell, who not only navigated many of the best West Coast
racing boats in the '70s through the '90s, but who also lost a
finger to a traveller block. But you don't have to be named Ben
to be a member of the Missing Digit Club. Dino Dipasquale of
Colorado Springs lost a finger in a pizza parlor accident, but
he’s a member of the club because he’s done a lot of Ha-Ha's
and charters in the Caribbean. On the other hand — pardon
the pun — Rahm Emanuel, Chief of Staff for President Obama,
doesn't belong to the club because, although he lost his 'Bird’
finger in a meat-cutting machine while working at a fast food
emporium but doesn't sail.

Anybody else want to join the club and explain the cir-
cumstances of their loss? Send your application to richard@
latitude38.com.

TIZILCH. ZIP. NADA. NOTHING.

I think Brian Trelivijg was right on the mark in his criticism
of San Francisco’s pathetic welcome of the Clipper Round the
World Race fleet. My wife and I hosted two of the sailors from
California during their stopover here. I can assure you that
they were considerably less than impressed by the welcome
they received from the City of San Francisco and the State of
California. Everywhere else the Race has stopped before and




Outbound Yachts
New Outbound 52
with Hood Vektron
Vertical Full Batten
In-Mast Furling
Mainsail and 135%
Vektron Genoa

PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS

THE FINEST SAILs BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the
laminates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower
stretch, and retains its shape over a longer life than any
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruising sailors. That's
because Hood Vectran® is woven, not laminated to
Mylar® film. And you can be sure that each sail we

roll out is built by hand, with the same care and
craftsmanship that has been the Hood hallmark

for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs

— whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our

soft, tightweave Dacron®-give usacalltoday.

@D Sails & Service
@D New Sails
@D Sail Repairs
@@® Furling Conversions
@D Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 466 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965

Call Robin Sodaro (800) 883-7245

(415) 332-4104 Fax (415) 332-0943 hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing... www.hoodsailmakers.com
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since, there have been parades and receptions. In Kinsale,
Ireland, where the fleet most recently left, 45,000 people
turned out to welcome them. That probably represented most
of the residents of Kinsale. In San Francisco the turnout was
zilch.

I wouldn't have expected much from the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors, none of whom know which way is up,
much less which is the sharp end. But I would have hoped
for more from Mayor Gavin Newsom. I was mistaken, as he
didn't even show up for the official welcoming and just sent
a flunky instead.

The real culprit, however, was our beloved Governor. He
promised sponsorship, which is the reason one of the boats
was named California. But then he reneged on his promise.
This may not have been widely known by the people in our
area, but the sailors in the Clipper Race knew it. Subse-
quently, he was too embarrassed to show his face or organize
any welcome.

Lee Turner
Greenbrae

Lee — San Francisco has never been a good town when it
comes to welcoming bold and brave sailors. We're not sure if
it's because we'd rather
be sailing ourselves or
" because there are so
many other competing
activities in our area,
but we've just never re-
sponded to those things
with any kind of enthu-
siasm. The only really
. good crowd we can re-
member is when Tom

— .. — ———— Perkins sailed beneath
The arrival of 'Maltese Falcon' was a sail- the Gate with his 289-ft

ing event that stirred the masses.

Maltese Falcon and, to
a slightly lesser extent, for the face-off betwveen BMW Oracle
and Alinghi, along with the other IACC boats, in ‘03. Beyond
that, zilch.

And frankly, we're not sure what kind of obligation the
Governor, Mayor and Board of Supervisors should feel toward
supporting what is, after all, a for-profit endeavor. If their con-
stituents don't seem to care, why should they? And it's not as
if they shouldn't be addressing much more serious issues, such
as the inevitable bankruptcy of the State of California and the
City of San Francisco.

Despite the indifference of Northern Californians, the Clipper
Race seems to be going gangbusters, thank you, as the fleet is
getting ready to go around again in'11-'12. We haven't checked
to see if they plan on stopping in San Francisco again but, if
they don't, we'd understand why, wouldn't we?

1 {WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

Here is my rebuttal to the silly argument about how much
freedom there is in Thailand. I love Thailand. I love the food,
the anchorages, the weather, the economy — but mostly I love
the people and the freedom they enjoy. We aren’t as free in
the good old U.S. of A. I know a lot of Americans don't want
to hear that, but it's true. Let me give you an example.

After six months of the dry northeast monsoon in Thai-
land, and right at the beginning of the six months of the wet
southwest monsoon, all of Thailand celebrates with the Water
Festival. No, there are no marching bands or speeches by
politicians. Instead, everyone fills balloons and any contain-




Centrally located off Hwy. 80 at University Ave. ¢ Fast
Access to the Central Bay * Fuel Dock « Marine Center
with 35 Ton Lift Capacity * Launch Ramp ¢ Waterfront
Hotel » Restaurants ¢ Adventure Playground ¢ 17 Acre
Off-leash Dog Park e Picnic Sites ¢ Deli and More...

Available Berths*

84’ Downwind Double, Live-aboard ........... $1,071.84/mo 50’ Downwind Single, Live-aboard ............ .. $709.00/mo
65’ Downwind Double, Live-aboard ............. $928.25/mo 48' Downwind Double, New Docks . ............. $441.60/mo
65’ Downwind Double ........................ $783.25/mo 48' Downwind Double, New Docks . ............. $441.60/mo
65’ Crosswind Single, Live-aboard .. ............. $928.25/mo 41" Upwind Single. ... ... $472.32/mo
65’ Crosswind Single . .. ........ .. ... ... ..... $783.25/mo 40’ Downwind Double . ....................... $368.00/mo
60’ Downwind Double ........................ $621.00/mo 40’ Downwind Double, Live-aboard ............. $513.00/mo
60" Upwind Single............................ $788.40/mo 36’ Upwd 2-wide/Multihull, New Docks, Live-abd . .$832.47/mo
60’ Downwind Double, New Docks . ............. $585.00/mo 36" Upwind Double, New Docks. ................ $343.73/mo
52" Upwind Double ......................... $586.56/mo 36’ Downwind 2-wide/Multihull, New Docks . . .... $624.96/mo
52" Upwind Double........................... $586.56/mo 36’ Downwind Double, New Docks . ............. $312.48/mo
52’ Upwind Double, Live-aboard . ............... $731.56/mo 36’ Upwind Double. ............ ... .. ... ...... $343.73/mo
50’ Downwind Single . .......... ... ... ... ... $564.00/mo 32' Downwind Double .. ...................... $277.76/mo
50’ Downwind Single ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. .. $564.00/mo 30’ Upwind 2-wide/Multihull, New Docks . . .. ... .. $572.88/mo

Berths subject to availability
*all rental agreements & permits subject to approval of application and vessel inspection. Customer responsible for 1st month rent
plus deposit, and all applicable fees.

. Berkeley Marina Office
ClTY OI: BEQKELEY 201 University Ave. ¢ 510-981-6740
PARKS RECREATION AND WATERFRONT

Visit our website at: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina
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AT LA CRUZ

MORE THAN 340 VESSEL
CAPACITY (30-400 Ft)

FUEL STATION - DRY DOCK - 150
TON TRAVELIFT - YACHT CLUB
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Come and enjoy our beautiful marina with first class
services surrounded by spectacular views
of the Banderas Bay.

“one of the best experiences, no hesitation in
letting others know what a great place you have -
thanks to all who made our stay so enjoyable”

Andrew Linney, www.nokaoi2.info

-

www.marinarivieranayarit.com
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ers they might have with water, and the waterfights begin.
Everyone is game — including policemen directing traffic! Try
throwing a water balloon at a cop in America and see what
happens!

It's nice to be back in Latitude-land, as the magazine is
hard to come by in the Western Caribbean. I love the glossy
ads. Soon you might have a glossy cover.

Mike Riley
Beau Soleil, Dickenson 41
Coronado / Presently in the Sea of Cortez

Readers — Most readers probably don't remember that
Riley toolk off around the world on his soon to be engine-less
Columbia 24 Tola in ‘85, starting what would become a five-
year small-boat circumnavigation. Along the way, he met and
married Karen, a Kiwi woman. Their son Falcon was conceived
in the middle of the Indian Ocean, and was born in Malta. After
completing a five-year circumnavigation, the family spent two
years in Coronado getting their new boat, the Dickenson 41
Beau Soleil, ready for the 11-year circumnavigation they com-
pleted in '03. Most recently, they've been cruising the Western
Caribbean.

The proper name for the festival Riley refers to is the Song-
kran Festival, which comes from the Indian Holi Festival, and
means ‘astrological passage’. It was traditionally held April
13-15, which is not only the hottest time of year in Southeast
Asia, but also the beginning of the new year in much of that
part of the world. The Thai version of the festival started in
Chiang Mai in the north, where it now continues for six days
and draws countless fun-loving visitors.

Like a lot of big holidays in the west — such as Christmas,
Easter and Burning Man — Songkran started as a religious
observance but has grown increasingly secular. The original
idea was that at the beginning of the new year; everyone would
go to the wats, or Buddhist monasteries, to pay respect to their
elders, and while
they were at it, pour
water mixed with fra-
grances over the Bud-
dhas in order to clean
them. But one can
see how easily the
splashing of the wa-
ter on dusty Buddhas
on the hottest days of
the year by the fun-
loving Thais could get
out of hand. So now
Mike Riley, who has sailed around the world the most well-known
twice, says we Americ.ans aren't as free as aspect of Songkran
people in other countries. is the water fights,
in which Thais roam the streets with containers of water,
sometimes mixed with mentholated talc, or post themselves
at the side of roads with a garden hose to drench each other
and passersby. In Chiang Mai, all the Buddhas are paraded
through the streets with everybody throwing water at them to
‘bathe’ them.

Latitude glossy? You must have seen the boat show issue,
in which there was a glossy insert. Latitude is never going
glossy.

1 {CONTROLLING CATS

As a broker of catamarans for 15 years, I can't understand
why the "professional" captain of the 32-ft PDQ cat Catalyst
didn't check the weather before heading out of Crescent City




Whether you are replacing one
stanchion or upgrading your entire
boat, we manufacture a complete line
of stanchions, bases and gates. {

¢ Stanchion tubes available in
3 different tip styles

¢ Stanchions and gates can
be made removable or with
fixed bases.
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1082 West Ninth Street, Phone: (909) 985-9993 email: garhauer@garhauermarine.com
Upland, California 91786 FAX: (909) 946-3913 http://www.garhauermarine.com

M ARINE HARDWARE

August, 2010 e [atitude 38 o Page 39



THANK YOU

¢ROM
SVENDSEN'S
MARINE

How can we thank you, our customers, for
your loyalty, your friendship, and for sharing
our passion for boating for all these years?
How about saving YOU money on some of
our most popular items? Enjoy Svendsen’s

0% OFF
SALE

LunaSea

Includes all light fixtures.
(" LUNASEA

N LISMTIHGE

Anchors .

Lewmar, Fortress, SeaDog, & More.

LEWMAR JREEEEESS (HDOG

Sale is limited to stock on hand. Sale ends 8/31/2010.
May not be combined with other offers.

Svendsen’s Marine Store is at 1851 Clement Ave.,

in the Alameda Marinal 510.521.8454
Shop Online: svendsensmarine.com
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on that boat's ill-fated voyage, the one that resulted in her cat
being flipped and her three crew nearly dying of hypothermia
despite the best efforts of the Coast Guard. Nor do I under-
stand why they didn't stream some kind of drag gear, as even
an anchor line run in a loop from one transom to the other
would have greatly improved the cat's stability and control. I
did that on a Catana 38 cat once in 50 knots of wind in the
Med, during which time we flew a scrap of the roller furling
headsail. The cat broadreached nicely at 9 knots under the
autopilot. Nor do I understand why none of Catalyst's crew
put on PFDs.

It's usually sea state that causes the biggest danger for
catamarans. The problem is that some cats have a tendency
to run too fast, which causes them to pitchpole. Cruising
catamarans are wonderful boats and, in my view, are more
seaworthy than monohulls. But the smaller cruising cats, and
even the mid-sized ones designed for the charter market, were
not designed to sail at much over 14 knots. The problem is
that they don't have enough reserve buoyancy in the bows,
which allows them to pitchpole. So in conditions where a 32-
ft cat might be in serious danger of flipping, the crew on a
45-ft Outremer — which is both significantly larger and built
for higher speeds — might be sleeping in comfort while the
autopilot drives. As I tell all my clients who are looking for a
cat to sail across oceans, you'll be way safer with a 15-year-
old 50-ft cat than a brand new 38-footer.

I remember being in a hurricane on a Privilege 51. While
the captain and I ran off comfortably for two days, his wife
was too fright-
ened to assist. So
we just had her
watch videos and
feed us hot food.
Hey, she's a Le
Cordon Bleu chef,
so it was a good
idea in more ways
than one. In really
" big seas, I think
the most impor-
i tant thing is to not
look back, as the
helmsman might
get so frightened/
distracted when looking up at overtaking waves that he could
lose confidence and concentration in maintaining a safe
course.

I was also aboard a Catana 47 when the carbon fiber mast
failed in 60 knots of wind some 100 miles off Morocco. We
then ran all night at 10 knots in 36-ft seas, despite not hav-
ing a mast. We were quite safe even though we were heavily
loaded down with fuel and provisions for an Atlantic crossing.
The scariest part was that the only way to remain at the helm
— on Catana 47s, so far out in the open next to the lifelines
that you're at risk of sunstroke in light conditions and slipping
overboard in heavy conditions — was to lash ourselves in.

Incidentally, the mast shattered while we were running
downwind because we had a triple reef in the main while still
carrying half the genoa. The aft loading of the headboard of
the main lower down on the mast and the forward loading of
the genoa much higher on the front of the stick caused it to
invert and break. Oops!

For the breathtaking details on the 'Catalyst' in-
cident, see page 94 of this month's 'Latitude'.

Mike Stevens
Noyce Yachts
Annapolis, MD




Alaska Eagle is the perfect offshore sailing platform. Built for the Whitbread Round the World Race, she has
proven her mettle over the past 28 years Orange Coast College has operated her. On all of our passages you
will be intimately involved with the daily running of the boat, learning by doing. Sail changes, standing watch,
steering in the calms and gales, Alaska Eagle voyages are for those who want to be involved.

Easter Island - Puerto Montt - Nov 24 - Dec 13, 2010 Antigua - Panama Canal -

Famous for May 3 - 20, 2011

Polynesian culture and giant Moai Naval history, white sand beach-
statues, Easter Island is a place most es and beautiful private yachts may entice you to
sailors only dream about. Sailing from arrive early for this leg. Once onboard, robust

the open anchorage, fagle will head downwind sailing will be punctuated with stops as
toward Puerto Montt, "the Gateway to we head toward the Panama Canal. Going through
Patagonia.” The Humbolt current and weather systems will dictate the the canal is, of course, the icing on the cake.

route Alaska Fagle will take as she moves toward the South American
mainland and some remote little coves.

For an application or information on all our The School of \©

Adventure Sailing Voyages, look for Alaska Eagle at: SAILING & SEAMANSHIP
occsailing.com or email: karen@occsailing.com
or call 949-645-9412.

\ Orange Coast College

Newport Beach - Easter Island . . . . . .. Oct 30 - Nov 23, 2010

Easter Island - Puerto Montt. . ....... Nov 24 - Dec 13, 2010
Puerto Montt - Ushuaia ............ Dec 19 - Jan 11, 2011
Ushuaia - S. Georgia - Buenos Aires . .. Jan 18 - Jan 28, 2011
Buenos Aires - Rio de Janiero........ Feb 4 - Mar 7, 2011
Rio-Antigua.................... Mar 14 - Mar 28, 2011
Antigua - Panama ................ Apr 1-Apr 29,2011
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reliability  without
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Series 9 model has
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gauge location
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e Faster acting pump
e World wide service

support

Available in clear aluminum or black
hard coat finish
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Rigging Solutions™
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Mike — We have an exclusive feature in this issue on the
flipping of Catalyst. It's an incredible story with accurate details
— such as the fact that warps were streamed. Also remember
that if you're on a cat that has flipped, wearing a PFD can just
as likely kill you as save you.

That said, everything else you've written is consistent with
our experience on cats. The only other thing we'd add is that, if
the boat is in danger of pitchpoling, the crew should also move
as much weight as far aft as possible, just as on monohulls.
Indeed, some of the big ocean racing multihulls have provisions
for flooding the aft compartment of each hull to both slow the
boat down and keep the bows up.

Size really does matter when it comes to cat safety offshore.
Longer cats can sail faster with less danger and, everything
else being equal, bigger cruising cats are far less prone to flip-
ping. These are the reasons that we opted to malke Profligate
a very simple but very big cat. This is not to say that people
haven't done amazing things with small cats. Talke the Gounard
JSamily who live in Sausalito’s Galilee Harbor, where Doreen is
the harbormaster,; for six months a year and most recently have
been cruising for the other six months. They self-built their 33-ft
catamaran Imani, with which they have since circumnavigated.
It's not something that we would do on a cat that size, but then
we're not half the sailors that they obviously are.

1{A RARE 'YELLOW ALERT' CARIBBEAN VACATION

I read about the attack on Mike Harker aboard his Mariner
49 Wanderlust 3 while at anchor in Simpson Lagoon, St. Mar-
tin. We've just returned from a charter in St. Martin aboard
a Moorings 4300 cat, and I found it interesting that, during
the charter briefing, The Moorings woman kept repeating how
important it was to lock the dinghy and outboard, no matter
if we went ashore or if we stayed on the boat. She also added
that we should lock the boat when away and at night. We
have chartered numerous times in the British Virgin Islands
and never locked our dinghy — or our boat, for that matter.

But while in St. Martin, we did notice numerous 'groups’
of young adults and teenagers eyeballing people as they
strolled by in Phillipsburg. Having been in law enforcement
for the last 32 years, I didn't find it hard to figure out what
they were thinking. As a result, we remained vigilant when
out shopping, and made a habit of making eye contact with
and even saying hello to these people as they walked by.

If anyone is going to St. Martin, they need to pay attention
to what is going on around them and, if ashore, not drink so
much alcohol that they lose their ability to sense danger. Our
charter in St. Martin was a unique experience for us, because
when on family vacations in the Caribbean, I'm not usually
on 'Yellow Alert'. Maybe this is why I didn't enjoy St. Martin
as much as I did the British Virgins.

Keith Jensen
Optimus Prime, Beneteau 49
Emerycove Marina

Keith — Having spent a lot of short periods of time in St.
Martin over the years, and most recently in May, and having
never had a problem, we feel that you can enjoy an excellent
charter out of that island. But as you say, you need to know
what's going on and use common sense.

Given a seven-day charter out of St. Martin, we’d spend
three of them, at the very most, at St. Martin itself. Using nor-
mal precautions, we think you can have fun and be safe at: 1)
Pelican Bay, where you can have fun ashore at the friendly St.
Martin YC, enjoy delicious Indian food at Lal’s, check out the
megayachts at the Palapa and other marinas, visit the great
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LET'S BE CLEAR
ABOUT IT...

“Dumping sewage anywhere in
our waterways pollutes the

&m i ma‘” =

Disease, contamination, low oxygen
levels and unsightly water are just a few
of the devastating effects of boat sewage
illegally dumped anywhere in our
waterways and shoreline.

It's simple: You have to plan to properly
dispose of human sewage from your
boat. Boats with holding tanks must pull in
and pump out at shore side pump out
stations.

If you have a boat without holding tanks,
plon your trip to use shore side restroom
facilities.

Don't waste away our waterways! Proper
disposal of sewage allows the living
things in our waterways to keep on living.

IF IT'S YOUR BOAT,
ITS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.

Caliternia Department of Boating and

U\ U A

Walterways

EEELI;MP'

For more information visit our website
www.BoatResponsibly.com
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Budget Marine chandlery, and tour the massive lagoon in your
dinghy; 2) Grand Case, where there is lots of fine dining to be
had at any one of a number of cool little restaurants, or all the
delicious ribs you can eat on the beach for less than $10; and
3) Isle Pinel in Orient Bay. Oyster Pond is also safe, and Marigot
isn't bad if you don't get so drunk that you wander the dark
streets late at night. If you're looking for trouble, you can find
it by trying to buy drugs, visiting the strip clubs and whore-

Mike Harker was brutally attacked in Simpson Lagoon on St. Martin.

houses, or flaunting your jewelry on Front St. in Phillipsburg,
which is where the hordes from as many as four cruise ships
/ a day come to buy stuff that sparkles. St. Martin's charms are

\ : all on the water or within a few feet of the beach, and they are
Yiécht\& Ship Broker

usually safe.
y So what do you do with the other four nights? It's only 15

(650) 555-2\5247'/ miles to St. Barth — probably the only island in the Caribbean
where there is no violent crime, which is why it's so popular

with more affluent people — so you head over there. Spend
one night at Ile Fourchue, one night at Corossol, one night at
Baie St. Jean, and one night at Colombier. Yeah, dining out
is very expensive on St. Barth — but if you're not careful, it's
trés cher on St. Martin, too. So if youre on a budget, plan to
do most of your eating on the boat. If you don't mind paying
pretty steep cruising fees, you might change your plans to do
one or two nights at St. Martin, one or two nights at five-mile
distant Anguilla, and three to four nights at St. Barth.

We would not avoid chartering out of St. Martin because
of the Harlker incident. Just avoid anchoring inside Simpson
Lagoon, where you'd be more vulnerable to desperate people.

bearmark YACHTS

Hanse & Moody Yachts of Nerthern California

1JST. MARTIN IS A LOT LIKE OAKLAND

With regard to the Mike Harker thing, which was just aw-
ful, is there any kind of investigation pending? Is there any
word as to who was responsible or why this happened? Was
any of his gear recovered? Are these kinds of things common

Select Brokerage Boats. Personalized Service.

54' Hanse 540e, 2008, style and performance.
46' Pearson, 1972, Everett Pearson's personal yacht

40' Nordic sloop, 1983, gorgeous Robert Perry design... $108,000 in St. Martin and the Caribbean?
35' Hanse, 2009, dealer's demo, 3-stateroom model...... $140,000 Marianne Armand
36' Catalina MKII, 2002 .. $118,000 Club Nautique
36' Catalina, 1985 ... $55,000 Sausalito
34' Contessa, 1979, Doug Peterson design, great cond. .. $30,000
33' Hans Christian, 1986, beautiful boat, excellent decks $88,500 Marianne — Harker was beaten and robbed because St.
32' Coronado, 1977, super clean with new Yanmar...........$15,000 Martin, like most of the islands in the Caribbean, has a lot of
30' C&C, 1975, affordable, beautiful, and competitiv: .$15,500 poverty, big problems with drugs and AIDS, cultures that don't
30' Odyssey, 1967, Alberg designed restored yawl .$35,000 particularly revere education or hard work, and an arguably
30' Wyliecat, 2004, bristol, inboard, carbon sail $121,500 corrupt government. The unfortunate result is that there is a
29' Columbia MKIl, all restored, new Yanmar ....$12,500 percentage of the population that is desperate. St. Martin is
a lot like Oakland, a city that inherently has so much going
Bearmark Yachts, 310 Harbor Dr., Sausalito, CA 94965 for it, but is nonetheless being brought to its knees by an out-
Toll-free (888) 293-6534, (415) 332-2290, Fax (415) 332-2291 of-control criminal element and culture, and once again, an

- - arguably incompetent and corrupt city government.

harry R8.n mayze’yozrelr:tfélll/f:rma Deale:. for To the credit of the press in St. Martin, the Harler incident
anse . °°_ y Yachts p: ansenorc,:a .c':om received quite a bit of press. That doesn't always happen in

George Higbie | (415) 672-4123 | georgehlgble@ma_c.com tourist areas. While there may be a file on the incident, it's prob-

John Saul | (415) 332-6585 | bearmarkyachts@gmail.com ably not going to be investigated any more than such a crime
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Entertainment Services
DJs « Stilt Walker * Magician * Juggler

“Mr. Pete made our event a big success and got the crowd dancing!”
Tony, Event Coordinator, Oakland Yacht Club

10% DISCOUNT
for Latitude 38 readers

Amazing Mr. Pete

http://web.me.com/amazingpete/Site/Welcome.html
(925) 683-8529



BLUE WATER
YACHT INSURANCE

Blue Water Yacht Insurance
covers more active cruising
boats than any other marine
agency in the Western
Hemisphere, and is the
leading innovator of
insurance products for
the offshore sailor.

Our Insurance
Programs Provide:

¢ Crew of two anywhere
e Worldwide Navigation
* Hawaii
e Caribbean
¢ South Pacific
e Mexico
e Charter Boats
e Multihulls
e | iveaboards

¢ Racing Boats

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years ¢ "Agreed Value"
"All Risks" ¢ "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $2,500,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans
at affordable prices.

Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167
Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com

Quote requests
Visit our website
www.bluewaterinsurance.com
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would be investigated in San Francisco. Which is to say not at
all. There just aren't the resources — or the concern. Mike has
made no mention of any of his gear being recovered.

While there is a lot of crime in the islands of the Caribbean,
we want to remind everyone that most of it takes place ashore
and in dodgy areas or circumstances. And in most cases tour-
ists are not the victims of violent crime because of the negative
effects such things have on tourist economies.

1|OVER THE TOP GROSS

The first photo you ran of a bloodied Mark Harker in the
. July 6 Lectronic Latitude was bad
enough. The second photo was

over the top gross.
Dudley Gaman
Kia Orana, Catalina 36
Gold Country YC / South
Beach Harbor

Dudley — We know the photo was
gross, but sometimes we think
people need to be shocked in
order to be reminded that violent
crimes are more than just statis-
tics. As you'll read in the following
While this is indeed a gruesome |etter, we're not alone.
photo, it must be remembered Howeven you're not the Only
that it was the result of even .. 11ho didn't like the gruesome
more gruesome behavior — photos. We, the publisher, had
behavior that has become ac- . , . . .

.. laid out that 'Lectronic piece with
cepted as a part of modern life. . ,,

the second, "over the top” photo as

the first photo. We were ‘overruled’ by the rest of the staff.
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1 THE PHOTOS WERE IMPORTANT TO THE STORY
What happened to Mike Harker was so sad. But the pho-
tos were an important part of the story, so I'm glad that you
posted them. I sent Harker a note. Please keep us informed,

as I'd like to know if I can help in any way.

Bill Kelly
Surface Time, FourWinns
Rio Vista

Bill — Harker reports that he received over 200 messages
of support and offers of help from 'Lectronic readers. We think
that was the best 'help’ he could have received, and he wants
to thank everyone for taking the time to express their concern.
As of mid-July, Mike was recovering nicely and heading down
island to Bequia and Grenada to get out of the hurricane zone.
For the full story on what happened, turn to this month’'s
Sightings.

fUDON'T LET IT KEEP YOU FROM VISITING

I guess my wife and dog and I should consider ourselves
lucky, as we've spent March or April of the last four years
anchored on the French side of St. Martin's Simpson Bay
Lagoon off the Witch's Tit — right where Mike Harker was
attacked. We've never had a problem, let alone been beaten
as our fellow Manhattan Beacher Mike Harker was. I guess
we'll just have to be more careful in the future. I also suspect
that Mattie, our great watch dog, has kept people away.

If things are as bad as they seem in St. Martin, we may
have to add it to our list — along with Antigua and St. Vin-
cent — of places to avoid in the Caribbean. It's sad to hear
about the violence in many of the Caribbean islands. Maybe
it's time to rethink our keeping a boat there and returning to
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Almar Marinas

Join one Almar Marina and you have reciprocal privileges at any of
Almar’s 17 locations from San Francisco to San Diego and out to Hawaii.
Programs included in your slips fees:*Boat Handling Classes*Navigation
Courses*Electrical Courses*Anchor Outs*Seminars on Local Destinations.

almar.com

EST. 1973
S5an Diego®Cabrillo Isle Marina®Marina del Rey™Marina del Rey Marina®Channel Islands Harbor® Bahia Marina®

Anacapa lsle Marina® Peninsula Marina*Westport Marina®*Ventura Harbor*Ventura Isle Marina®5an Francisco
Bay®Treasure Isle Marina®Jack London Square®lack London Square Marina®Oakland*NEast Basin Marina
“WWest Basin Marina®Embarcadero Marina®Union Point Marina®Alameda®Ballena 1sle Marina®Martinez™
*Martinez Marina®CA Delta®RiverPoint Landing®Honolulu®Kewalo Basin Harbor®Oahu®lroguois Marina®
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Your Sailing
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Specialty Hardware * Technical Apparel

Mobile
Rigging
Service

Available

Complete Rigging Headquarters!

Installation ¢ Lifelines * Running Rigging
Standing Rigging * Dock & Anchor Lines
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MNMARINE
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Smart

The Intelligent Ehoice

POWERLITE
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<X _holmatro

NEW ENGLAND ROPES

TOGETHER IN MOTION

Hémer*ine

HARKEN

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:

Alameda, CA San Diego, CA  Seattle, WA
730 Buena Vista Ave. 1250 Rosecrans St. 1275 Westlake Ave. N
(5610) 521-4865 (619) 255-8844 (206) 926-0361

westmarine.com/rigging
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the States. We sure wish Cuba were open to us.
John & Cynthia Tindle
Utopia, Jeanneau 45
Hermosa Beach

John and Cynthia — While we're horrified and disgusted
by the Harker incident, too, it wouldn't keep us_from taking our
boat to St. Martin, Antigua and St. Vincent. That's because the
overwhelming number of robberies and other violent incidents
take place ashore, usually in situations that can be avoided.
Furthermore, being anchored so close to shore at a place like
Witch's Tit — where Harker was attacked — is not for us. We
have no proof, but it's our belief that you'd be safer if you were
anchored a good distance_from the beach where access would
be more of a problem for miscreants.

As for Cuba, there is no reason not to visit now. Cuba wants
your Yanlkee dollars, and it would be political suicide with his
base if the Obama Administration were to try to prosecute such
cases. We personally know of five U.S. boats that have visited
Cuba this year, and more are on the way.

1| THIEVES ARE LAZY

I've been waiting for a bit of editorial wisdom from Latitude
— beyond anchoring out farther than a quick swim, to prevent
something like what happened to Mike Harker.

After completing a Pacific circuit on his 60-ft monohull,
the first thing my friend did was install what I called 'BBQ
grills' on his deck hatches and companionways. Made of
welded %" stainless rod, they could be removed completely
or swung inboard while still mounted on one side. He had
combination locks to hold them in place. The rods were about
two inches apart, and had a brace down the center at a right
angle to the main rods. Such devices could be custom made
as a drop-in for the companionway, with take-apart hinges
for the hatches.

Initially, I laughed and made jokes about these 'grills’, but
the owner explained that someone had broken into his boat
while he was away. The thieves had gotten in via the unlocked
deck hatch. As for intruders, I can see their being able to enter
a boat undetected if the companionway were wide open, but
not if they had to cut through a locked 'grill'.

As we say in L.A., 'Lock it or lose it'. What do you think
about this?

Bill Humphreys
Marina del Rey

Bill — What happened to 'Honk if you're reloading’ being
the motto of L.A.? The grills are certainly a possible solution.
Other boats have motion sensors across the companionway
that automatically set off lights and horns. We're not sure if
any one solution fits all, but don't knock our ‘anchor way out
solution’ either. After all, it's our impression that thieves are
basically lazy, and therefore go for the easiest targets, mean-
ing unlocked dinghies and boats closest to shore.

1 {RUDE TREATMENT FROM U.S. CUSTOMS OFFICIAL

Do most American sailors know that you don't have to
clear your vessel out of the country when leaving the U.S.?
And most don't when sailing to Mexico, because Mexico
doesn't require that you arrive with a clearance. But if you
leave the U.S. and attempt to clear into a foreign port other
than Mexico, you must be able to prove what your last port
of call was. Thus, you must clear out of the U.S. if sailing to
a foreign port other than Mexico.

Two weeks ago, I went to the U.S. Customs office in Bal-
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Celeste and Don ready for the "Cruising Life" with their new Offshore Dodger and Awning.
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way to experience San Francisco.
Boats of all sizes are welcome in our
protected deepwater harbor. Bring
vour boat to South Beach and enjoy
all the attractions of the city.

Two guest docks for boats up to 1257
20 guest berths up to 50°
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24 hour security
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timore to get a clearance out of the country so I could sail to
Bermuda. The woman in charge informed me that I did not
"need" to clear out in order to leave the U.S. I explained that
I knew I didn't need to clear out of the U.S., but I wanted to
clear because the officials in Bermuda would want to see it.

Well, she told me that she " . . . would not just arbitrarily
issue me a clearance." I told her the law required her to do
so. She countered by saying that she'd been working U.S.
Customs for 32 years, and that she knew what the law was.

I then asked to speak to a supervisor. She told me to have
a seat, and left the office. She returned with a copy of the
U.S. Codes and spent the next 20 minutes poring over the
Codes trying to find a way to deny me a clearance. She finally
relented and filled out a form CBP 1300.

But you can't believe how angry she was with me for asking
her for the clearance. Is this what we can expect from some-
one who has worked for Customs for 32 years? I just don't
understand it. Why aren't these people trained to deal with the
public in a civil manner instead of becoming confrontational?
This woman simply didn't want to fill out the form.

I'm going to send a copy of this letter to the Customs Office
in Baltimore, as maybe it will save another sailor a problem
in the future.

Ed Hart
Hooligan, Cascade 29
San Diego / Lying Bermuda

Ed — As yet, Mexico has not required a clearance from the
U.S. for boats arriving from the States. But there has been talk
that they are considering it.

You didn't hear it from us, but one way to avoid having to
put up with the incompetence and guff of the few uncaring U.S.
Customs officers is to simply create, fill out, and approve your
own CBP 1300. In these days of computers and the internet
there is so much you can do on your own.

Ifyou think you had a bad time with U.S. Customs, you have
no idea what problems the owners of foreign cruising boats
in the U.S. have had. According to U.S. law, foreign boats are
required to check in with Customs each time they move from
one port to another — although what ‘port’ means is not well
defined. But more than a_few foreign cruisers have told us that
on the occasions they did stop by Customs to check in, they
were often abusively told they didn't know the law by Customs
officers who themselves didn't know the law. In most cases the
Joreign cruisers simply stopped complying with the law, and
with no repercussions.

According to their very own website, "Customs and Border
Protection pledges to treat the public with dignity and respect
and to perform our duties in a professional manner. If you have
had an experience with CBP in which you do not believe that
pledge was honored, we invite you to submit a complaint to
us for review. We will carefully research your complaint, and
while, due to privacy laws, we cannot always tell you the
outcome of our findings, we will respond to let you know that
your complaint has been given serious consideration.”

" ... while due to privacy laws we cannot always tell you
the outcome of our findings . . ." Geez, is it any wonder so
many Americans have become so cynical about government
and government employees?

T ISTARTING THE ENGINE WITH A SAIL TIE

I was thumbing through some recent issues of Latitude and
came across your lament in the February '10 issue about no
one having responded to your request for "creative fixes" when
it came to compression starting diesels with dead batteries.
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We were faced with a similar situation on Wind Dancer
while leading our class halfway through the '03 TransPac,
but managed to get the diesel restarted, although not by a
compression start. What happened is that we missed our
scheduled start of the engine to charge the batteries, and
soon discovered our battery charge was below 12 volts. We
were devastated when, despite our prayers, we got only a
partial revolution producing sputters when we pressed the
starter button. Our collective hearts sank when subsequent
depressions of the button produced nothing at all.

While we certainly could have sailed to Honolulu with a
dead battery, it wouldn't have been the same, as we would
have missed all the daily roll calls, and therefore would have
been disqualified.

Our 'thank God' solution was to turn off all circuits and
wait a half hour for the battery to hopefully recover enough
charge to produce another partial rotation. This was to be
augmented by our strongest crewmember simultaneously
pulling on a nylon sail tie taped to and wrapped around the
hub on the water pump pulley.

When the time came, we gave it a try — and it worked on
the first attempt! This allowed us to cancel the keelhauling
of the individual responsible for the snafu.

P.K. Edwards, MD
Wind Dancer, Catalina 42
Ventura

P.K. — Brilliant. Our only concern with such attempts is that
the person pulling on the sail tie might not let go quickly enough
once the engine started, resulting in his arms being ripped out
of their sockets.

Although there are contrary points of view, we think the best
way to prevent a dead engine battery is not to have it/them
connected to the house batteries. We also suggest carrying at
least one solar panel so you have the ability to bring the engine
starting battery back up to snuff for starting the engine.

By the way, check out this month’'s Cruise Notes for an
instance of a catamaran whose diesel inadvertently started
by compression as the result of a folding prop flipping open at
high speed.

TfJREMOVING A DIESEL IN FAVOR OF AN OUTBOARD?
A couple of friends and I are considering acquiring a boat
in the low 30-ft range to do the Ha-Ha and possibly cruise
beyond. One of us — not me — really doesn't like diesel power,
and would much prefer the advantages — as he perceives
them — of an outboard motor. If we find a boat that has ad-
equate bluewater capabilities, and a diesel engine, he thinks
we should remove the diesel and replace it with an outboard
on an adjustable mount on the transom. I'd like to know the
pros and cons from anyone who has had experience with us-

ing an outboard for extended cruising.

Mark Dawson
Bainbridge Island, WA

Mark — About the only people who cruise with an outboard
on the transom are those with very small boats, or those who
are on smallish boats and even smaller budgets who can't af
ford to repair or replace their dead diesel.

It would be interesting to know what your possible partner
perceives to be the advantages of an outboard for cruising. Low
initial cost and lighter weight are the only two things that come
to mind. But you might ask him why, if diesel engines aren't
better than the other options, virtually all cruising boats over
30 feet come with them. Back in the '70s, some 30- to 40-ft
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boats did come with gas rather than diesel inboards, but only
because they were less expensive. Nobody even offers gas
inboards anymore, except on smaller powerboats where swift
acceleration, even with the expense of extreme fuel consump-
tion, is more important than torque.

A few of the advantages of diesel over outboards for cruising
boats are as follows: 1) Safety. Unlike gas, diesel can't explode,
Indeed, touch a match to a puddle of diesel and it won't even
burn. 2) Diesels use fossil fuels more efficiently than any other
type of engine — and particularly more efficiently than fuel-
inefficient gas outboards. 3) Diesels are inherently more rugged
so, if they are properly cared for, they will last forever. And at
the end of forever, they can still be rebuilt a couple of times. 4)
Diesel engines are designed to efficiently charge batteries and
provide electrical power to the rest of the boat. Most outboards
don't do either, and none do it well. While solar panels and
wind generators are great tools, it would be a real drawback
not to be able to charge the batteries with the engine. 5) Unlilkce
an inboard diesel, a transom-mounted outboard is vulnerable
to waves, would make the boat pitch, and in a seaway would
experience severe cavitation problems.

We're confident that most experienced sailors would agree
that removing a functioning diesel to replace it with an outboard
would be one of the worst ideas ever. If any follkcs with transom-
mounted outboards on cruising boats would like to argue to the
contrary, we'd love to hear from you.

If your friend somehow manages to convince you that gas
is the way to go, the good news is that you can pick up some
great boats _from the '70s with inboard gas engines at bargain
prices. For example, we came across an Ericson 35 MKII, which
is a very decent boat for Mexico and Central America, with a
gas engine in Oxnard with an asking price of just $16,500. We
also saw an Ericson 32, another fine Mexico boat, also with
a gas inboard, for an asking price of just $8,000. The good
news is that, even if your friend comes around to diesel, as he
should, we've never seen a time when you get more cruising
boat for your buck than right now, particularly at the low end
of the market. And we've been in the sailing business for more
than 35 years.

f{IT TOOK THEM TWICE AS LONG

We motored out the Gate early on the morning of May 28,
and set sail for Pillar Point at Half Moon Bay. Thanks to a
nice wind, our 28,000-1b Slocum 43 was able to kick along
at as much as 7 to 8 knots.

About mid-afternoon the boats in the Spinnaker Cup Race
to Monterey started to fly by us as if we were standing still.
Even though we motored the first two hours, it still took us
seven hours to get from Emeryville to Pillar Point. The next day
we motored out of the harbor at 6 a.m., found some decent
wind offshore, and got ourselves to the dock in Monterey by
6:30 p.m. When we arrived, the harbormaster told us that
the R/P 77 Akela had finished the 88-mile course in just 6.5
hours! The official record shows 7 hours 11 minutes, so we're
a little confused.

By the way, Bill Turpin is listed as the owner/skipper. Is
he related to Latitude's Andy Turpin, who is the Assistant
Poobah of the Ha-Ha and Mr. Pacific Puddle Jump?

Mark Wieber
Goliard, Slocum 43
Emeryville

Mike — It's remarkable how two boats — your Slocum 43
and Turpin’'s R/P 77 — can perform so differently.
Akela’s elapsed time was, in fact, 7h, 11m. Thanks to about
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76 feet of sailing waterline, she reaches at about 13 knots in
11 knots of wind with a_full main and fractional reacher. Andy
Turpin and Bill Turpin aren't actually related — as far as either
Iknows — but both are really neat people!

1J"COULD MY FREYA HAVE BEEN YOUR FREYA?"

In the June Letters, you made the comment that you used
to keep your Freya 39 in Ventura. I traded for a maroon Freya
39 in Ventura in the late '80s and wonder if she might have
been your old boat. Any idea what happened to your Freya?

Gary Anthony
License to Chill, Express Cruiser
Lake Oswego, OR

Gary — We kept our Freya 39, Contrary to Ordinary, in
Ventura for a year or so, then brought her back to San Francisco
Bay before selling her. Ours had a yellow hull with a _full length
lightning bolt. We sold her to a gentleman on the Peninsula in
the late ‘80s, so we doubt she’s the one you bought. We're not
sure where our old boat is now.

1JDOS AND DON'TS OF WORKING FROM A BARE HULL

My girlfriend and I recently purchased a '78 fiberglass
Freya 39. Actually, it's nothing more than a bare hull, so I
definitely have my work cut out for me. We love the boat's
wonderful lines and interior room. But it seems there aren't
a lot of them around.

The good folks at a cruising and sailing forum suggested
that I contact you, as the publisher of Latitude used to own
one. I sure would appreciate any photos and any dos and
don'ts that would aid me in the building process.

Eric & Jeanna Brown
About Time, Freya 39
Brunswick, ME

Eric and Jeanna — You're not going to like what we have
to say, but we'd be negligent if we didn't at least raise the
subject. Don't get us wrong, the Freya 39 is a terrific design.
In the mid-'60s, a Freya was the overall winner in the presti-
gious Sydney to Hobart Race an unprecedented three years
in a row. Of course, that was a long time ago when a rather
heavy, 3/4 keel boat with an attached rudder and canoe stern
could do such a thing. Today the Freyas make great cruising
boats, and two Northern California-based Freyas — Roy and
Tee Jenning'’s Foxglove and Beau and Annie Hudson’s Lion-
wing — did circumnavigations. As you might have read, Jerry
Borucki has been singlehanding his Freya, Arctic Alpha Wilf,
to the Arctic Circle for the last several years. And we loved our
Contrary to Ordinary, because at the time we were looking for
a brick shithouse of a boat that nonetheless sailed reasonably
well. She was even the cover girl for the West Marine catalog
in the early '80s.

The troubling question we feel we must raise is whether
you're absolutely sure that you want to finish a boat from a
bare hull. One of the things you need to keep in mind is that
while it physically looks like a lot, a hull is one of the quickest
and least expensive parts of a boat to complete. It's once the
hull is done that the really hard, dirty, not-very-healthful, and
seemingly never-ending work begins.

Ifyour plan is to build a boat from a bare hull in order to save
money, you're going to find those savings illusory. In fact, we
can all but guarantee that you could buy a used Freya 39 with
loads of cruising gear for less than the materials alone to com-
plete the hull you have. And that's not even taking into account
the thousands of hours of labor you're going to have to put in.
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Labor such as pouring 10,000 lbs of molten lead into the keel,
which you're certainly not going to be able to do alone. Sure, if
you finish a Freya from a bare hull you'll get a new boat with
exactly the layout and features that you want. But please don't
underestimate the cost in terms of money and the amount of
labor required. We wish we didn't have to bring this up either,
but boatbuilding projects have a history of killing relationships.
We don’'t want to bum you out or necessarily stop you from your
project, but we highly recommend you
speak with other amateur boatbuilders
| before going ‘all in.

) One of the best people you could talk
to would be Rick Gio of Sebastapol, who
finished off his Freya 39 Gypsy Warrior
8 froma bare hull. Gio would also be about
| the most confidence-inspiring person you
3 i could speal with, as it only took him 16
% | months to complete his boat from a hull.
But before his short build time gets you
too enthusiastic, understand that Gio
A ; —— had monumental focus, dedication and

real sailboat junkie i . X

who once ownedaFreya desire tg finish the project. For example,
39, Santa Cruz 27 and he put in 2,322 hours — an average of
half a new Beneteau 40 36.2 hours a week building his boat. And
at the same time, Rick this was after he put in a 40-hour week
Gio is so hardcore he's at his real job, which was as a mason.
musing aboutcomplet-  Gio tells us that building his boat was
ing another boatfroma ¢ 1,01k of passion, and each time he later
hull and deck. went down below, he'd _fondly remember
picking out matching grain for the wood, each stroke of varnish,
and so forth. "I loved every minute of it,” he says. On the other
hand, he admits that it did cost him his first marriage and,
even at low '79 prices, it cost $80,000 in materials. Gio figures
that the materials would cost well over $100,000 today. He
also benefitted greatly from being able to build his Freya at
the Gannon Boatyard in Petaluma, where he only needed to
walk a few feet to see how the other Freyas had been built.

To put this all in perspective, about a year ago Gio sold his

fully fitted-out Freya, which for 29 years he had relentlessly
raced and cruised to Hawaii, Mexico and the South Pacific, for
$85,000. And she even had a brand new diesel. His wasn't
the least expensive Freya on the market, but she was the best
equipped. He now regrets selling her and buying a newer boat.
But he can't buy his Freya back because she burned in Ventura
shortly after the new owner took possession.

Ifyou email Gio atrickgio@msn.com, he'll be happy to share
his experience and insights. If anyone else with firsthand
boatbuilding experience would lilce to offer their thoughts, we're
sure Eric, Jeanna and others would enjoy reading them.
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JCHECK THAT IMPERIALISTIC TONE!

In your Hurry to Cuba While It's Still Illegal piece in the July
9 'Lectronic Latitude, you wrote the following: "Ever since '59,
when Castro took power in Cuba and nationalized the hold-
ings of U.S. investors, then later tried to import nukes from
Russia, it's essentially been illegal to travel to Cuba because
of the Treasury Department's prohibition against 'trading with
the enemy'."

That could have been phrased with a less imperialistic view-
point, such as: "Ever since '59, when Castro led a successful
revolution for Cuban independence, the U.S. government, as
punishment for rejecting American colonialism, has imposed
an embargo that has essentially made it illegal to travel to
Cuba." It was not so much Castro's wanting nukes as Rus-
sia's responding to Kennedy's placement of nuclear missiles
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in their backyard, an intolerable situation that Kennedy could

have easily defused, but chose not to. That left Khrushchev

no alternative but to try to place missiles in America's back-
yard.

John Vincent

Planet Earth

John — We don't know that Khrushchev had "no alternative,”
but since Russia had previously been invaded by Napoleon
and Hitler, with the loss of many millions of lives, the Cold
War Russians had reason to be paranoid about U.S. missiles
in their backyard.

But in order to malce the statement less imperialistic while
not shortchanging the achievements of Castro, we will re-word
the statement as follows: "Ever since ‘59, when Castro led a
successful revolution, after which he would deprive Cubans
of their basic human rights and steadfastly stick to economic
policies that would doom them to decades of abject poverty, the
U.S. government foolishly imposed an embargo as punishment
for rejecting American colonialism that has essentially made it
illegal to travel to Cuba.”

But to heck with politics, the important thing is that if you
want to rebel against the U.S. government by taking your boat
to Cuba, or by doing a charter there, you'd better hurry because
the opportunity may not last long. As we wrote in Lectronic,
legislation is moving forward in Congress that, if passed, would
eliminate the prohibition on Americans traveling to — actually,
spending money in — Cuba. But if you do travel to Cuba, be
prepared to have to comply with countless idiotic petty rules
and policies, and don't assume that you'll necessarily be able
to interact with regular Cubans. Despite all the romantic no-
tions about Cuba, it's still a totalitarian state run by a couple
of ancient farts who are iron-fisted control freaks.

fJTRAVELING TO CUBA IS NOT ILLEGAL
Your ‘Lectronic piece about the legality of Americans trav-
. eling to Cuba has me
. puzzled. You state that
President Bush vowed to
prosecute everyone who
traveled to Cuba. That
was undoubtedly due to
'« the fact that it is illegal.
A law, in fact, that was
' enforced by previous
~ administrations of both
. parties. And then you
state that "progressive"
the Cubans fled in search of human rights, President Obama will
many of them aboard makeshift vessels, probably not prosecute
such as this one made of oil drums and these individuals. By
an old truck.

RAUL FIDEL

this definition, do you
mean that progressives are willing to ignore the law? I sug-
gest you keep your editorializing about political matters out
of your stories.

Richard Brown
Callinectes, Farrier F-39
Annapolis, MD

Richard — With all due respect, you've got the facts all wrong
and don't understand the subtleties of the matter. There actu-
ally isn't any ban on Americans travelling to Cuba, but rather
a Department of Treasury prohibition against "trading with
the enemy.” If you go to Cuba, it's assumed that you'll spend
money, which is where you'd be breaking the law. Our friend
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Commodore Jose Escrich of the Hemingway International YC
has always been willing to write letters on behalf of American
cruisers saying they're being "sponsored” by the Cuba govern-
ment, and thus didn't spend any money, and thus didn't brealk
the U.S. law. But the Bush Administration didn't buy this.

You claim that the prohibition against Americans visiting
Cuba — a.k.a. spending money there — has been enforced
by all administrations. Nonsense. When we sailed from the
Dominican Republic for Cuba in the mid-"90s aboard Latitude’s
Ocean 71 ketch Big O, we were stopped in the Windward Pas-
sage and carefully searched by the United States Coast Guard.
The woman who headed the six-person boarding party, backed
by a 278-ft cutter, asked where we were going. When we told
her Cuba, she said she had to advise us not to travel there. We
asleed for a clarification. Was she, on behalf of the U.S. govern-
ment, advising us not to visit Cuba, or ordering us not to visit
Cuba? When she admitted that it was the former, we responded
by saying, "Fine, then we're going to Cuba anyway.”

As an example of how screwy the whole policy was/is,
before departing with her boarding crew, the woman told us
to malke sure we took plenty of money. She explained that her
uncle, an American citizen, had been cruising Cuba on his
sailboat for six months and had found it to be quite expensive.
Lastly, she told us to remember to call the U.S. Coast Guard
if we had boat troubles in Cuban waters. We were surprised
to hear that the Cubans allowed U.S. Coast Guard vessels in
their territorial waters, but she explained that the U.S. Coast
Guard, with the full approval of the Cuban government, rescued
American boats in Cuban waters on a regular basis.

The facts are that Americans were not prosecuted for spend-
ing money in Cuba during the Clinton administration, but they
were during the Bush ad-
ministration. The Obama
administration hasn't
explicitly said what its
policy is, but it's pretty
clear they won't be pros-
ecuting. When a group of
300 Americans recently
returned from a visit to
Cuba, and demanded
that the Department of
Justice charge them with
‘trading with the enemy’,
a spokesman for the
Obama administration
said they had more im-
portant things to do. This
is why several Ha-Ha
boats have visited Cuba this year, and when a Newport Beach
couple called us last night to ask us if they thought it was safe
to talce their Florida-based boat to the island, we responded
by saying, "Absolutely.”

Were you being facetious when you asked if we were accus-
ing progressives of not enforcing certain laws? Because yes,
that's precisely what we were doing. After all, that's exactly
what being a 'sanctuary city’ is, to cite just one example. But
before you get too worked up about this maybe being a right
versus left comment, conservatives do exactly the same thing
when they are in office.

It would be political suicide with Presi-
dent Obama's base if his administration
enforced the law prohibiting ‘trading with
the enemy' — which, hilariously, the U.S.
government has been encouraging U.S.
farmers to do for years.

1 {SUBSTITUTING AN iPAD FOR A CHARTPLOTTER

I've read your comments about using the iPhone for naviga-
tion, but how about the iPad? It's by far the most cost effective
way to get a 9.7-inch display, so I'm wondering how it would




Z Blok sunscreen's new non-greasy
formula will not burn or irritate

your eyes. So you can concentrate
on winning the race or just enjoying
a great day on the water. Z Blok is
also fragrance free.

Z Blok is the official sunscreen of
the PUMA Ocean Racing Team.

Skipper Kenny Read said:

“The UV protection is excellent. The
entire team is true believers. We
have put the sunscreen to a tough
test that few others can. More
importantly, we have experienced
no eye stinging or irritation and we
use it every day.”

Coast Chandlery Sailing Supply, Inc. The Ships Store

- . . 508.995.95M1
Sailing Pro Shop Svendsen's Marine ﬁmm SCHAEFERMARINE.COM

HANSEN
RIGGING

510.521.7027

- Wire, Rod and Composite Standing Rigglng
built in-shop
- Quiality Lifelines measured and installed
- Mainshesat systems that are easy to use
- Improved Jib and Main Boom Furkers
sodd and instalied
- Running Rigging sold and spliced
- Halyards that do not Stretch
- Curstom Masts and Booms bailt
by Experienced Craftsmen
- Boam Vangs, Reefing systems
and COuthauls that work!
- Heawy Weather Prepasation
- Proven Tuning Technigues
- Insurance Estimates
- Rig Inspections

2307 Blanding Avenue, Suite G
Alameda, CA 94501

www.hansenrigging.com
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FastFind™ 210 PLB with GPS
Get Found FAST with a PLB as small as a mobile phone.

work as a chartplotter. Have you given it a try, and how does
it work? What's the resolution like? Which app did you use?

Fits easily into backpacks, on lifejackets...put it almost ! How's the screen visibility in daylight? Do you think it would
unywhere and get found unywhere in the world! Eaha ; be reliable? Would you put it in a Zip-Loc and let the waves
N PEmsonaL I splash it? Bottom line, would you pick a $500 chartplotter

* No subscription fee and no call charges Lacarion or a $500 iPad?
* Year round use on land or sea s PSfllelfj"f% EﬁCksgf;

. . . olarts, layana
* 406 MHz transmitter and 121.5 MHz homing signal i
* 505 Morse LED floshlight 552136

®  Minimum of 24 hours confinuous operation Only Sheldon — If we only had $500. we'd probably get the
. . o iPad because it does a much better job doing what a chart-
o Will operate in temperatures down to -20°C plotter does than
e Waterproof to 32 feet/10 meters - | ! | the other way
* Weighs just 5.3 oz. ‘ i . = y .., around. Keep in
] S PR g 9& &% == mind, however,
Most Orders Placed by 4pm Ship the Same Day! - -~ i | that if you want
‘ e i " # » ."'.'-‘.;.- ‘%~ . 3G speed on your
— I 3 ¥ ? @® % iPad, you have to
; T P | = ¥ pay $39 a month,
[} gl 0. v . L and if you cruise
www.defender.com Fag o y (0 Gnoter cou
800- 628 8225 mfo@defender.com S - g , to have to get an-
- A | i other SIM card

and perhaps sign
If you've got an iPad and $2.99 for the Shipfinder up with another
App, you can follow ship traffic in San Francisco
Bay — as well, as the Central Coast, the Santa
Barbara Channel, San Diego, Vancouver . . .

data program. In
addition, we think
adedicated chart-
plotter is a very good and convenient thing to have on a boat.

But since Camilo Martinez has much more experience sailing
with an iPad, we'll let him answer your questions.

1 {ADVICE FROM AN iPAD CONVERT

Based on my experience, both the iPad and iPhone are
great aids when sailing. I used both extensively during the
most recent Coastal Cup Race aboard Macondo, especially
after an accidental jibe knocked my helm station chartplotter
repeater out of action.

I keep both my iPhone and iPad in Aquapac waterproof
cases, and I usually leave my iPad down below, plugged into
the 12-volt outlet while I use the iPhone above. The lanyard
on the Aquapac cases allows me to secure the iPhone, and
I store it in my pocket. When I am off watch, I top off the
iPhone's charge.

The apps I use most often on the iPad are ("*" means op-
timized for iPad):

For Navigation:

e Navionics Marine U.S. West HD* — Great charts and
tracking functions.

e Charts and Tide* — Interesting views, but less detail in
the charts.

- e MotionX GPS HD* — Great for tracking, and you can
5 2 B pre-download the NOAA charts.

sk PR £ e SRR e

¢ FlyToMap — Good all-inclusive chart package for $20.
Scptcm bCl" 17' 18 & 19 For Readings at Buoys and Tides
THE ESTUARY ¢ SAN FRANCISCO BAY » Bombora — Great for polling buoys and forecasts.
e Buoy Data* — Less comprehensive than Bombora, but
Islanders of every size invited! a great iPad interface.

. . : .
It's an all-lslander Boat Show. . T%deGraph' HD Great interface for tide data.
* Tides — Tides and currents.

Meet & Greet, T-shirts, BBQ, and even a Fun Race! For Weather:

Info & sign-up: www.islander36.org * MarineCast* — Sailflow.com info. Often more reliable
than the website.
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WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 10am - 6pm

$12 for ADULTS - $5 for CHILDREN - $18 for MULTI-DAY PASSES

Produced by Northwest Yacht Brokers Association

CUSTOM HARD TOPS

Power or Sail

Wavestopper hard tops

Full service canvas & upholstery
Dodgers, biminis

Custom molded roof tops
(707) 812-8108
baysidecanvas3@aol.com

Bayside
Canvas

serving the entire
Bay Area

AFLOAT
SHOW 2010

SEPTEMBER 15-19
LAKE UNION+SEATTLE

BOATSAFLOATSHOW.COM

UR ROLLER p—
FURLER UV COVER =
SPECIALIST -

2021 Alaska Packer Place, Box 18, Alameda
(510) 523-1977
www.roostersails.com ¢ rui@roostersails.com
Open M-Th 9-6 « Fri 9-5 « Sat by appt.
Owned and Operated by Rui Luis * Experienced Sail Repair and Fabrication
NOW OFFERING NEW CRUISING SAILS!

SAIL REPAIR SPECIALISTS  COMPETITIVE RATES ¢ RECUTS  CONVERSIONS
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MORE FUN! MORE SAVINGS!

Hot Summer Savings!!!
Basic Keelboat Class (ASA-101)

$495

For information on August 2010 ASA sailing
classes and our unlimited-sailing membership, visit
www. TradewindsSailing.com

Crad-nds Oa’~ School ani  ub

MORE-SAILING, LESS-WORK

T S 1o e ——
summ '-_.-.ullr'“~n._-"".,:~ o
S T — -’—_-..,’\—

ADPHHONALSERVICES

Bilge-Cleaning—s—Defdiling—s—Mgainfenance
Washdown—e—Carper-8&-Cushion-Cleaning

Fully Insured & Marina Approved
Since 1986
Call now for a Free Estimate

(510) 428-2522 or (415) 457-6300

www.seashine.net
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e WindAlert, Windfinder Pro, Surf Report — Varying utility
to find current wind readings.
* WeatherBug*, TWC Max* — Full weather sites, mostly
for land-based use
e RadarScope, CA Radars, Radar — Radar info.
e WunderMap — Weather info on a map.
In addition, I browse many websites using the iCab browser
because I can have more tabs open than in Safari.
Thanks to the iPhone and iPad, I've found that I often don't
have to lug my laptop around anymore.
Camilo Martinez
Macondo, Beneteau First 47.7
San Francisco

1 JWE'RE PRO CHOICE ON THE iPAD

I got an iPad 3G for my birthday, and we have since used
it on the boat numerous times. The Navionics app is pretty
good for low cost charts, finding marks, and determining one's
lat/long location. We used the app last weekend to help us
stay in the channel while going to the Marin YC. Shipfinder is
another good app, as it shows the position of all commercial
vessels on the Bay and out in the ocean, complete with their
speed and bearing. You can double click on any ship and get
a picture of it along with other info about it as well. For races,
I have loaded courses and race instructions onto Goodreader,
which is a great app for storing PDFs and other documents.

Once we get to our destination, it's nice to use the iPad to
get email and stay current with events via the web. My old-
est has downloaded a couple of books, and she reads them
during downtime on the boat. I have used the Pages word
processing app to write a number of papers for a professional
development course I am taking through Rutgers University.
My kids enjoy the games and video, of course, but for obvious
reasons we try to keep this to a minimum.

But this raises the all-important question of how much
technology and cyber connection is too much. After all, we go
to the boat to get away. We prefer to have technology available
and exercise restraint, and try to be disciplined in maintain-
ing a proper balance. But it's not easy. Nonetheless, for now
I prefer to have the choice.

Steve Zevanove
Diana, Islander 36
Alameda

1ITHE GLARE IS A DEAL BREAKER

It would make a difference if you could read the iPad screen
while on a boat. If that were the case, combined with the Navi-
onics navigation, it would make for a great onboard navigation
system — especially if you could get a real GPS chip. But since
you can't read the iPad screen in direct sunlight — I've tried
it in Seattle, and can only imagine what it would be like in
Mexico or elsewhere in the tropics — we've found the iPad to
be more of a toy for home. In addition, there are very few apps
on the iPad that work without being connected to the internet,

which one wouldn't necessarily have while on a boat.
Lauren Buchholz
Piko, Wauquiez Pretorien 35
Seattle, WA

Lauren — You're right about the iPad’s screen being not so
easy to read while out in the sun and in other glare situations.
But we find ours easy to read at the nav station, and anti-glare
screens are available.

While you do need to be connected to the internet to use all
of the apps, many of the most popular marine apps — such as
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MARINA

GREAT LOCATION! Just minutes to Central Bay sailing.
GREAT RATES! Starting at $5.90/foot!
MARINA GREEN with picnic/BBQ areas, Bay Trail Access

and FREE Wi-Fi.
HOME OF THE
SIERRA POINT YACHT CLUB

l:uw

BRISBANE
MARINA | L

Dam L
FRAmCTRe Ll
o AT l

From Hwy 101, take the
Sierra Point Pkwy exit and
follow the signs to the marina.

400 Sierra Point Parkway
Brisbane, CA 94005

(650) 583-6975

www.ci.brisbane.ca.us

harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us

A wild downwind vide.

A new 20-foot club racer with carbon-fiber keel, spars,
bowsprit and rudder. Lightweight and trailerable.

LOA LWL Beam Draft Displ. Spar
19’6 180" 511 46" 835  Carbon

Eaaol? To Kace fo@ bz24K

landingschoolboats.com 207-985-7976

DURABLE GO0ODOS

Better Materials
Thoughtful, Innovative Designs
Top Quality Workmanship

All sewing in Tenara thread

* Classic dodgers and biminis
* Drop-top folding dodgers
* Enclosures * Custom canvas

1230 Brickyard Cove Road, #106
Pt. Richmond, CA 94801
In Brickyard Cove Marina

(510) 2349-4400
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at

6:00am - 1:00pm

® Lunch

For Information Call

(510) 522-3272 www.encinal.org

Self-Steering and

The Green
Solution

Emergency Rudders

Servo Pendulum with
optional emergency rudder

BEST FOR MOST BOATS
auto-helm NO LINES —
N EEEEEEY EMERGENCY RUDDER

Auxiliary Rudder/Trimtab PERFECT FOR DAVITS

Pendulum trimtab on
main rudder

’Saye’s Rig

FOR HYDRAULIC STEERING/HIGH FREEBOARD

BREAKS DOWN AND
STOWS UNDER DECK

Emergency
Rudder

VISIT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE
3,000 BOATS AND MORE THAN 5,000 PHOTOS (added daily)

www.selfsteer.com

432 South 1st St.  Pt. Richmond, CA 94804
Tel: 510 215-2010 » Fax: 510 215-5005

Toll Free: 888-WINDVANE (946-3326)
email: scanmar@selfsteer.com

FACTORY DIRECT

SCANMAR
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Navionics — work without an internet connection. We value
your opinion, but we wouldn't go sailing without our iPad.

1{"NOW I CAN SAIL AND WORK"

I just got my iPad a couple of days ago and am looking for
sailing-related applications, so thanks for the article. But the
thing that sold me on the iPad — and I think others might like
it — is that it allows me to stay in touch with my home office.

I have a PC at my home office, and occasionally I like to
take off to have some fun. For example, I helped bring up my
brother’s boat from Cabo to San Francisco a few weeks ago,
and then my wife Julie and I went down to Santa Barbara for
a week of R&R and to spend time with my daughter. It would
have been nice to have the full functionality of my desktop, but
I only had my iPhone. My old eyes are finding it increasingly
difficult to do any serious reading, especially using Safari on
the iPhone. Plus I'd like to connect and use files that are on
my PC.

Enter LogMeln for the iPad. It's a $30 application, but it
enables you to remotely take over a PC or Mac. I've found it to
be quite fast, and it gives me access to everything on my PC
but sound. I have some useful plug-ins on Firefox that I can
now access from my iPad — take that, Steve Jobs! — plus all
my log-in IDs that I have in Roboform, plus all the files, etc.
LogMeln is an excellent app, and it's what convinced me to
get an iPad now.

Mark Leonard
Corte Madera

{/BATTERY LIFE VS. LIGHTER WEIGHT

I have a new client who is a senior engineer at Apple, and
just this morning we were talking about the phenomenal bat-
tery life of the iPad. He explained the reason for this is that
about 80% of the iPad is taken up with the battery, whereas
the battery only takes up about 29% of the iPhone. He says
he wishes that Apple had decided to make the battery a little
smaller in the iPad, so that it might last 8 hours instead of
10, but with a significant savings in weight.

Apple having set a high bar for all their products, he fears
it's going to be more difficult to maintain such levels of im-
provement. I love my iPad also, but I wish they could resolve
the dispute with Adobe about the Flash Player. My client
thinks it will be resolved in Apple’s favor soon, but he has
his own obvious biases.

Doug Thorne
Tamara Lee Ann, Celestial 50
Alameda

Doug — We'd go for 20% less battery power if it meant the
iPad weighed 20% less, because weight is one of the device’'s
legitimate negatives. And as great as we think the iPad is, we're
still mad at ourselves for dropping and breaking the screen on
our Kindle. When it comes to reading lots of books, the Kindle
is not only much lighter, its screen is easier on the eyes than
the iPad’s for those of us who are voracious readers.

In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope.

We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if
possible, a way to contact you for clarifications.

By far the best way to send letters is to email them to
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust,
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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WE BRING THE BOAT
YARD TO YOUu!

- CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

WE WoRK so You CaN Pray!

BAY AREA

BUOAT WORKS

25 THIRD STREET
SAN RAFAEL

(415] 454-BOAT (2628]

INFO @ BAYAREABOATWORKS .COM

www.BayAreaBoatWorks.com

FULL

- NON-SKIO TOP DECK REJUVENATION B=l=las (B S

- A PALETTE OF COLORS TO CHOOSE
FROM TO MAKE YOUR BOAT SHINE

SHOP

WITH

DOCK
ALCCESS

BETA MARINE WEST

Beta Marine Diesel Engines and Generators

With Dealers in: Qil Change . Dip Stick
Pump .

- Los Angeles

- San Pedro

- Wilmington o /

- Santa Barbara Fudl Ol § ek

- Newport Beach

- Morro Bay

Fuel Lift 4
Pump 39

The

- Ventura engine that

- San Diego <, can be serviced
easily!

- Hawaii

Marine Repair and Installation Specialists
Full Service Shop with Dockside Access

Electrical Engines Outdrives
Generators Inboard/Outboards Propellers
Controls Installation Transmissions

www.betamarinewest.com

415-332-3507

39 Liberty Ship Way, Sausalito 94965

THE RELIABILITY'S BUILT IN!

We offer complete service on all Honda outbo
inflatable boats and take pride in providing the k|nd of
customer satisfaction that you expect from Honda.

BF20

» Unsurpassed fuel
economy

* Shallow water drive
KS « Largest displacement
The Dinghy Doctor 2 bs‘?\:“_.er in. its class (21.4 Cl)
1827 1D$00tt %;‘eg; 08 Oﬁ']_s\a“ a . I(—i1|20:r‘;f>:st)altemator
an Diego,

Tues-Sat, 9am-5pm AB, Achilles, Zodiac, Walker Bay,
(619) 804-6921 repair kits, engine parts, and
www.thedinghydoctor.com  everything you will need in Mexico.

Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner's manual.
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WHATEVER YOU’'RE RACING,

WE’'LL ALWAYS FOCUS ON FIVE
CRITICAL COMPONENTS THAT
MAKE A WINNING SAILPLAN.

1) The right high-technology construction for your indi-
vidual requirements. 2) Optimization so your rating isn't
working against you. 3) Durability: sails that last make
every victory sweeter. 4) Personal service from sailmak-
ers (not salesman). 5) Reasonable pricing because, if you
can't afford good sails, the race is

over before you start. Call and let us "’
focus on you. HALSEY

510-523-3966 ukhalsey.com

SAILMAKERS

mwn RICHARDSON BAY
¥ | MARINA

formerly Kappas Marina

MODERN FACILITIES IN A WELL-PROTECTED HARBOR

DREDGED

¢ DOCK CARTS

RESTAURANT

BERTH YOUR BOAT IN SAUSALITO

415 332-5510 www.richardsonbaymarina.com

LATITUDE / ANDY

LOQOSE LIPS

Eight bells.

Local mariners, and particularly Master Mariners, bid a sad
‘Fair Winds’ to respected local sailor and Captain Al Lutz, who
passed away June 27 after a long battle with cancer. He was
only 55.

Sailors, and many non-sailors, will best remember Al as the
thick-bearded captain of the San Francisco Maritime Museum’s
1891 scow schooner Alma. The
story goes that Al retired from
a 20-year career in the Coast
Guard on a Friday in 1993, and
the next Monday joined the Na-
tional Park Service. Under Lutz's
direction, the 60-ft LOD Alma
was transformed from a more
or less static display to a Coast |
Guard certified vessel which,
over the next 17 years, racked
up more than 10,000 miles sail-
ing the Bay and its estuaries
from the South Bay to Stockton.
Rather than hay and potatoes,
as she carried in the old days,
Alma’s modern ‘cargo’ consisted Happier Days — Al Lutz congratu-
of schoolchildren, nonprofit lates wife Jill on her division win in
groups, disabled people, park the 2007 Master Mariners.
personnel and just about anyone else who wanted to go. There
was always plenty of room on her wide, stable decks.

One of the highlights of Al and Alma’s year was the Master
Mariners Regatta. Befitting a doyen of her age, Alma always takes
the honorary first start at noon. Okay. . . the real reason she's
first to start is because she's something of a tortoise to more
modern ‘hares’, meaning just about every other boat out there.
And like Aesop’s tortoise, under Al's competent hand, Alma made
her slow and steady way to the finish line. She rarely 'won', but
it was sometimes hard to tell from all the smiles onboard.

One of the highlights of a long career under traditional sail —
among other billets, the Ohio-born Lutz was chief boatswain's
mate on the
Coast Guard
tallship Eagle
—was the 2007
Master Mari-
ners Regatta
| in which Alma
took third in
| the Big Schoo-
. ner Division,
“ while his wife
Jill took first
in the Bear Di-
vision on her
self-restored
Bongo. After
the race, Al couldn’t have been prouder if he’d just won the
America’s Cup.

Our dealings with Al — whether it be a simple question over the
phone, a funny story from Alma’s ‘mothership’ duties during the
'07 Gunkhole Rally, or something like setting up a photo shoot
when Alma carried the Olympic Flame across the Bay — were
always conducted with competence, professionalism and plenty
of good humor. We will miss him.

Our condolences go out to Jill, son Brendan, daughter Jessica
and all the extended Lutz family.

5 Far ",
o AR T

P T e —— -

'Alma’ is a fixture on the Bay, and her skipper will be
missed by all who knew him.

_jr
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rmanufactured in the USA

Store Hours:
8:00 am to 4:30 pm

Monday thru Friday

OYSTER POINT
Marina/Park

A full service marina located in
South San Francisco with berthing
and guest dockage available

For information and pricing call

(650) 952-0808

www.smharbor.com/oysterpoint

* Servi

* Free

[ - =
Crafted for
guality in
the U.S.A.

i
U Fi distributor for

/leFEll!\J_E

...the heart of your system®

REMIUM AGM BATTERIES

SAUSALITO

® Full service
engine shop

¢ We service all makes
e Dockside facilities

¢ Mobile service trucks

YANMAR

marine 2=

P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY e SAUSALITO, CA 94966
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

415033205478

www.listmarine.com
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COURTESY BILL BARTON

SIGHTINGS

the legend of imp

There are two boats that came out of the Bay Area that have had a
huge impact on the international world of sailing — and coincidentally,
both of them were featured in the inaugural issue of Latitude in 1977.
One of these boats was Merlin, the boat designed and built by Bill Lee

of Santa Cruz. She was a revolutionary
large ultralight displacement boat that,
in time, would change the way everybody
thought about performance boats.

The other was Dave Allen’s Belvedere-
based Ron Holland 40 Imp, which was
much more of an evolutionary boat, but
one, thanks in large part to the extraordi-
nary sailing skills of some young North-
ern Californians, that would change
everything in the IOR world, which at the
time was the height of sailboat racing.

The definitive book on Lee and Mer-
lin has not been written yet, but Bill
Barton, who often crewed on Imp, has
- taken care of that boat’s story with the

200-page book titled The Legend of Imp:
The Magical Yacht That Rocked the Sail-

Barton’s book will be particularly inter- ing World. It is a superbly written book

esting to the main players in the 1970s
Northern California racing scene.

that will prove fascinating to all sailors,
and features such Northern California

sailing legends as Warwick ‘Commodore’ Tompkins, Skip Allan, Tom
Wylie, Steve Taft, Ron Holland, Dave Wahle, Tad Lacey, Gary Mull,
and countless others. Unlike most sailing books, which tend to be
big on photos and short on text, Barton has written one of the most
detailed and well-researched sailing books ever, one that is packed
with history, colorful characters and delicious trivia. We love, for
example, Barton’s initial sketch of Dave Allen:

“With aquamarine eyes and unassuming air, David positively af-
fected all around him. He was playful and impish at 5’8" and 160
pounds. Clever and smart, a free spirit and trickster of sorts, David
was wealthy yet never flaunted his money. He was humble and lived
simply, respecting Nature’s resources. He was ‘green’ and promoted
green long, long before the term was even coined. He led by example
and would use fresh water like it was gold, brushing his teeth with
just a quarter inch of water in the cup. His showers were brief, and
he would always finish with an ice-cold rinse. I never saw him wear a
tie, ever. Even when he went to dinnner at the Royal Yacht Squadron
in Cowes with Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, there was no tie for
David. For that encounter he wore his dark green corduroys, green
Imp shirt and a tweed coat. He was not a control freak and had no
ego issues. He had no axe to grind, didn’t care to be waited on, and
shunned the spotlight, preferring to be the planner and organizer ex-
traordinaire who left no stones unturned . . . I will always remember
seeing David in his Peugeot with his six-year-old grandaughter propped
up on his lap and her steering the car as he laughed in glee while they
cruised around the streets of Tiburon. The man was a non-conformist
who loved life and adventure, freely embraced. Bay sailing and ocean
treks were his playground, and he relished, more than anyone might
fathom, the nasty conditions that Nature can dish out.”

Part of what makes the Imp tale so interesting is that sailing, like
society and the world, was changing rapidly in the early ‘70s, when
the seeds for Imp were being planted.

“Skip Allan [who at 18 had been the winning skipper in the Trans-
Pac with his family’s Cal 40 Holiday Too] was working at a communal
bookstore in Palo Alto in April of 1970 when the phone rang. ‘President
of IBM calling.” Skip could barely hear as there was a loud anti-war
rally going on outside, but Vince [Learson] invited Skip east to join

continued on outside column of next sightings page

charges filed against

Four Coast Guardsmen involved in a
collision between their 33-ft patrol boat
and a 26-ft Sea Ray, which killed 8-year-
old Anthony Cole DeWeese and injured five
others, had criminal charges filed against
them by the Coast Guard on July 1.

The accident occurred at 5:45 p.m. on
December 20, shortly before the start of
the annual holiday Parade of Lights. The
patrol boat was reportedly responding to
a grounded vessel — not a life-threatening
incident — and was estimated by witness-
es to be speeding through the crowded
waters at between 35 and 45 mph.

Petty Officer Paul Ramos, the man at
the helm, faces the most serious charges,
including involuntary manslaughter for
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coast guardsmen

failing to post lookouts and maintain
a safe speed. POs Ian Howell and Brit-
tany Rasmussen both are facing charges
of negligent homicide, and PO Lavelle
Teague has been charged with dereliction
of duty. No date has been set for an Article
32 preliminary hearing to determine if
the case will be heard at a court-martial.
If convicted, Ramos, Howell, and Ras-
mussen could face more than 50 years,
and Teague three months. A spokesman
for the Coast Guard says no one “could
remember an involuntary manslaughter
charge against a Coast Guardsman in
connection with something they've done
on duty. It’s very rare.”

— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

imp — cont’d

the Nepenthe crew for the 1970 Bermuda Race. That much Skip got,
and he agreed in an instant. Skip was picked up by Vince’s limousine
driver and driven to the Learson house in Rye, Westchester County,
New York. Skip rang the bell and was greeted by a servant who ushered
him inside. Immediately in front of him was the family at dinner. There
was Vince’s wife Gladys, with a strand of large pearls around her neck
and large gold earrings. There was Vince in a coat and tie. There also
were two of his four beautiful daughters, Beth and Elaine. And there
was Skip, six feet tall with a ponytail, scruffy beard and ragged jeans.
Skip immediately took a fancy to Beth. She was likewise intrigued by
this world-famous young yachtsman and California ‘hippie’.”
Barton writes wonderfully about the people, boats and races that
led up to Imp. He details Imp’s stunning successes, such as at the
SORC and the Admiral’s Cup in England, the premier sailing events
of the era, and what an inspiration the boat’s successes were for
other Bay Area and West Coast boatowners and sailors. And naturally

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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Fastnet Race in which 15 sailors perished; inset, Imp’ surfing
to a win in the ‘77 Nassau Cup.

Spread, ‘Imp’ about an hour after the start of the infamous ‘79 i
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imp — cont’d

Barton doesn’t skip the infamous Fastnet Race of ‘79, during which
the Imp crew battled to survive 60-ft waves and Barton struggled to
keep one of the depressed crew from comitting suicide. This is no
creampuff book — Barton doesn’t hide the fact that Dennis Conner,
Ted Turner, and even his dear friend Dave Allen expressed such cava-
lier sentiments about the fact that 15 of their fellow competitors had
died. Barton notes that it was left to British Prime Minister Edward
Heath to put the Fastnet Race in proper perspective. “He called it
the worst experience of his life,” upon returning to the dock with his
yacht Morning Cloud.

Barton remembers what effect that Fastnet Race had on him: “Our
English friend Andy McConnell had called from Rye and wanted to
speak with me ASAP. We had an easy hour before dinner, so I dialed
him up. And shared his relief as I recounted some of what we expe-
rienced in our 15 hours of hell. Then he said, “I'm holding The New

continued on outside column of next sightings page

easter seals

Beyond running races, organizing
cruises, and connecting sailors with oth-
er sailors, most yacht clubs find other
ways of giving back to their community.
Under the leadership of Corinthian YC
member and BAADS sailor Herb Meyer,
the CYC hosted its annual Day on the
Bay on July 24 for families served by
Easter Seals of Northern California.

For the 10th running of the event,
more than 30 boats were volunteered
to take kids and adults with disabilities
and special needs out on the water for a
dose of nautical fun. From humble be-
ginnings, the event has grown to become
one of the most memorable sailing days
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day on the bay

for Easter Seals participants as well as
for members of both the Corinthian and
San Francisco YCs. It gives club mem-
bers an opportunity to offer service to
people facing great challenges in life,
while also exposing them to the remark-
able, positive attitude of those chal-
lenged with disabilities, and to the hard
work done by their caregivers, who focus
not just on the special needs, but also on
the abilities of their charges.

Judging by the smiles on the faces of
both volunteers and participants, this
Day on the Bay yielded rewards for all
involved.

— john a.

SIGHTINGS

imp — cont’d

York Times, and it says that Imp was sunk and the crew lost!” We
laughed about that and I promised to stay in touch.
“I hung up. I began to shiver all over. The shivering increased.

Soon my whole body was shaking
uncontrollably. I was wracked with
chills and sick to my stomach. Was
it a seizure? I jumped into bed fully
clothed and wrapped myself in
blankets. My jaw was chattering.
Mental health professional or not,
I was having a panic attack. The
Times story had got me. I wasn’t
supposed to be alive.” The torment
would continue for weeks.
Thanks to some great trivia,
Barton conveys how different the
world was in the late ‘70s. “[After

the Fastnet Race] and on his way to
his hotel room, Skip Allan passed

Barton remembers Dave Allen fondly.

through the streets of Plymouth and was stopped by a phone ring-
ing in one of the red public booths that were a standard of the time.
On a whim, Skip decided to answer it. He found himself speaking
to a sports reporter from the San Jose Mercury, almost a hometown
newspaper. The reporter had obtained the phone number from an
operator in an act of professional desperation. All the other lines to
Plymouth were jammed. The reporter told Skip that the word in the
press had the U.S. Admiral’s Cup team all missing and believed sunk.
Skip corrected that and agreed to give the reporter a firsthand story
if he would agree to call Skip’s pregnant wife.”

In addition to doing almost every race on Imp during her glory years
of ‘77 to ‘79, author Barton — known variously as Dr. Feelgood, Duke,
Big Bill, The Doctor, and Toons — is a superb racer who has been
sailing since age four. He still competes at the highest levels, having
done 15 Etchells World Championships, with nine finishes in the top
10. He lives in Bolinas and is a clinical pyschologist with a practice
in San Francisco.

— richard

mike harker brutally beaten

Mike Harker, who started sailing with the 2000 Ha-Ha and later did
mostly singlehanded passages from Florida to Europe, Europe to the
South Pacific, the South Pacific to California, followed by an 11-month
singlehanded circumnavigation, reports that he was brutally beaten
aboard his Manhattan Beach-based Hunter 49 Wanderlust 3 while
anchored off St. Martin in the West Indies in late June.

The 62-year-old Harker’s sailing achievements are all the more
remarkable because more than 20 years ago he was severely injured
in a terrible hang-gliding accident that left him bedridden for years
and had doctors assuring him that he would never walk again. While
he has no feeling below mid-thigh in either leg, he walks with only
the slightest of limps. Friendly, self-reliant, unpretentious, and thrifty
— he cruised the Med on $750 a month — Harker is a great friend of
Latitude, and we've published many of his reports over the years.

According to Harker, “Last week [meaning sometime in late June]
at 4 a.m. two men swam out to my boat, which was anchored off
Witch’s Tit in Simpson Lagoon. They pulled me to the cabin sole from
my bunk and stomped on my arms. The smaller of the two, who had
straight hair and a Latin-looking nose, said, “I know you're rich, where
is your money?”

“My money is in the bank,” I replied, “but I'll give you all my credit
cards.”

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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harker — cont’d

“We want all your cash,” the little man insisted. “Where do you
hide your cash?”

“You can have all the cash in my wallet,” I responded, “it’s all I
have.”

“Stick him!” The little man ordered the big man, who had a “squashed
nose” and short black hair. The big man put the tip of a spear-like
instrument to my forehead and pushed.”

“So I raised my right arm and grabbed
the end of the spear, then with my left arm
pulled the spear out of his hands and bent
the spear end across my knee. The men then
kicked me and grabbed for my arms. I was
able to slug the little man a good one and kick
the big man in the balls. But they took their
revenge by getting an arm across my throat
while the big man kneeled on my arms.

“Knock him out!” ordered the little man.

“They beat me and I passed out from a
lack of oxygen. Just before I passed out, I
thought to myself, “Someone finally killed
- me after all.”

Harker was lucky to escape the at-  “\yhen I came to a few minutes later, my

tack with his life. wrists were tied around my knees and my
ankles were bound. I watched as the two men ransacked my cabin,
putting all the valuables and electronics into a big black bag. Then
I passed out again. I later awoke to the sound of my dinghy being
driven away. They’d taken all my handheld radios, cell phones and
even ripped the microphone out of the built-in VHF and SSB radios. I
crawled out to the cockpit and saw that they had forgotten to remove
the VHF mic from out there, so I called a “Mayday” on channel 16
and blew the air horn five times, followed by a pause and five more
blasts. A neighboring boatowner was at my side within two minutes.
And although it was in the wee hours of the morning, the gendarmes
and a medical team were at my side in 15 minutes.”

“I then called the net on channel 14 for everyone to be on the
lookout for my special Walker Bay dinghy with new 8-hp Yamaha.
Within 20 minutes someone near the three-mile distant FKG dock
reported that my dinghy was drifting a short distance away. Security
tapes would later show two men such as I described, plus a third,
who looked Latin and who was carrying a black bag, run from my
dinghy at the dock.”

“I was taken to the hospital where glue and 12 stitches were used
to close the cuts on my face. I also suffered a cracked cheekbone, a
splinter around my right eye socket, a cracked rib, and more. As I
write this, I'm in the hospital and still can’t chew solid food, but will
be transferred to Guadeloupe for a special face surgeon to try to save
my face.”

As it turned out, Harker didn’t have to go to Guadeloupe for sur-
gery. After several weeks of healing, Harker felt he was in good enough
condition to head south to the Grenadines to get out of the hurricane
zone — and to get away from where he was attacked.

The police got DNA samples of the attackers, and said if the assail-
ants have records, they will be apprehended. But there has been no
news on that. Despite his injuries, Harker knows it could have been
worse. For while in hospital, he overheard police interview an Asian man
who had been sitting on a desk behind the cash register of a friend’s little
market. With about eight customers in the store, two men entered, one
with a rusty gun, and demanded all the money from a woman behind
the counter. The gunman looked very nervous and his hand shook.
The next thing anybody knew, the gun went off — and a bullet went
through a seven-year-old girl’s liver, killing her on the spot. The men
got away with $300 and the Asian man received a minor wound.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

a mast raising

The following item ran in the July 21
‘Lectronic Latitude:

For whatever reason, frugality and
boating often seem to go together. In fact,
it’s a rare mariner who isn’t constantly
looking for a better price on supplies or a
cheaper way to accomplish regular main-
tenance tasks. But some boaters seem to
make a sport out of economizing.

Take, for example, this sailor spotted
while we were sailing down the Petaluma
River a while back. At first glance it ap-
peared he was simply prepping his boat
for launching. But when we looked a little
closer we realized the guy was apparently
intending to raise his mast using a block
and tackle that was rigged to the Highway
37 bridge overhead.

Although he was undoubtedly break-
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experience

ing a law or two, we have to applaud his
ingenuity, and we’d sure like to know if
he pulled it off. But, having once gotten
a hefty fine for simply parking too long in
that lot, we fear this frugal sailor’s plan
may have been quashed long before he
got his sloop rigged and launched.

Shortly after it ran, we received this
email from the boat’s owner:

Talk about busted! Hell, now I'm
infamous! But the facts are clear and
accurate: I'm a very broke sailor, knew I
was flirting with a citation, and indeed,
could not have gotten any closer.

The one-man, covert operation of flying
the block off the bridge was supposed to
occur at oh-dark-thirty. Instead, having
taken more precautionary time to haul

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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harker — cont’d

“Since [ was attacked I've asked, ‘Why me?’” says Harker. I honestly
don’t know. I'm very friendly, have no enemies, and hang with cruisers
rather than locals. All the cruisers and restaurant people know me
as being, well, cheap, so nobody has the impression I'm rich. I don’t
drink — except to nurse a $1 beer at a happy hour once a week or so.
Perhaps I was attacked because it was low season and there were no
longer all the high-season boats and people around. I anchored my
boat in almost in the exact same spot on the outer edge of the French
side of Simpson Lagoon, right on the Dutch border next to the chan-
nel. During high season there are lots of other people on boats around
me, but with low season they had all gone. So I guess I stuck out.”

“The gendarmes asked which locals I hung out with, and if I ever
visited the nudie bars such as Bada-Bing, or if I'd brought prostitutes
aboard. I hadn’t because I've never wanted to associate with that
crowd. The attack on me has lots of local cruisers — and especially
those who are staying through hurricane season — worried, because
nobody can recall a swim-out attack and robbery before. I hope there
isn’t another.”

— richard
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kkmi sausalito turns green

Few people like change, but in the case of KKMI's new Sausalito
boatyard, there’s little not to like. Since taking over the space several
months ago, KKMI has worked closely with Clipper Yacht Harbor,
the owner of the property, to create a facility that not only serves the
needs of the boating public, but also respects the environment — not
an easy, or inexpensive, feat to accomplish.

On July 21, a celebration was held at the new yard to announce
the completion of ‘Phase 1’ in bringing the property into compliance
with existing environmental laws. “We're not talking about new rules,”
said Ken Pedersen, President of Clipper Yacht Harbor. “We're talking
about the Clean Water Act of 1972. We're finally following it.”

Once finished, several features will distinguish KKMI Sausalito
from nearly every boatyard in the country, if not the world. As you ap-

continued on outside column of next sightings page

mast

this rare Martha’s Vinyard 1967 O’Day
Outlaw for its first California dip, I ar-
rived well after sunrise . . . not good.
While scurrying up the narrow side of
Highway 37 to launch the block, I was
seen, and worse, reported by a passing
commuter. Imagine my horror when not
10 minutes after those scandalous im-
ages were taken, a Highway Patrol car
swung around directly next to me and
the boat — the mast now overtly hanging
from the bridge.

““We got a report that someone jumped
off the bridge. How long have you been

LATITUDE / JOHN A.
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— cont’'d

here?’ ‘Oh, about two hours, sir.” ‘Well, I
guess nobody jumped then. Have a good
day.” He then drove off. 'm not sure how
to sum that one up — just damn lucky,
I guess, but I definitely had to chuck the
underwear.

Anyway, I used the Barlow winch to
hoist the 125-1b mast, and as quickly as
I could, rigged the shrouds and retreived
the block. Other than that, the launch
went incredibly smooth; not a single
dissaster — and this was my first time
launching her.”

— andy

SIGHTINGS

kkmi — cont’d

proach the yard, you can’t help but notice the concrete retaining wall
and tall fencing ringing the property. Once inside, it’s easy to see that

the entire yard is below the level of the
ground surrounding it. “We've basically
created a bathtub,” noted KKMI partner
Ken Keefe. “Everything — all the dust,
water, overspray — stays in the yard.”

A revolutionary water filtration sys-
tem then not only removes heavy met-
als and other pollutants from the water
collected by massive underground
pumps, but treats it in such a way as
to make it resusable. “I want to process
as much as we use so we won't have

P |

to send any to the sewer or use fresh Ken Keefe, Ken Pedersen, Paul Kaplan —

water.” said Keefe. and don’t forget ‘Haully’.

And then there is, of course, ‘Haully Green Giant’, the green — and
‘green’ — Travelift that runs on biodiesel. Who says change is bad?
— ladonna

another political tin ear

It's not quite as bad as if he’d won the Presidential election and
discovered that his Vice President had been a bald-faced liar in repeat-
edly denying that he was a baby daddy, but longtime Massachusetts
Senator John Kerry has foolishly sailed into some very hot water with
his constituents.

As is being reported all over, Kerry recently took delivery of the 76-
ft Isabel, a $7 million sailboat designed by Ted Fontaine. While Kerry
came by his money the honest way — he married a widowed heiress
who had married the heir to the Heinz ketchup fortune — a public
servant with a multimillion dollar sailing yacht with a sumptuous
Edwardian interior is asking for trouble with his peeps.

But as if that weren’t enough foolishness, Kerry had the boat built
halfway around the world in New Zealand at Friendship Yachts. The
folks in New England — who, by the way, have been alotted about 10
too many senators ever since about 1800 — are wondering if Kerry
wasn't aware that the New England boatbuilding industry, like the
rest of the country, is suffering from terribly high unemployment.
And if their craftsmanship wasn’t good enough for the Senator.

The apparently tone deaf Kerry didn’t stop there. Seemingly un-
aware that the voters in Massachusetts had replaced legendary Sena-
tor Ted Kennedy with a Republican, in part because the deceased
Senator had his estate go through probate in Florida thereby stiffing
the Bay State of taxes, and in part because the supposed supporter
of the environment had thwarted a wind farm because it would have
been remotely visible from the family’s Hyannis Port compound, Kerry
didn’t think there would be anything wrong with berthing his new
yacht in neighboring Rhode Island.

The problem is that the ‘average man’ didn’t think it was a mere
coincidence that by so doing, the multi-gazillionaire senator would
save having to pay $450,000 in sales tax — to the treasury of the very
state he represents! A state, by the way, that is facing a ‘$1,000 mil-
lion’ deficit this year. By keeping the boat in Rhode Island — instead
of near his estate at Nantucket or his townhouse in Boston, both of
which are in Massachusetts — Kerry will also save paying another
$70,000 a year to his state in excise tax.

While this all may be legal, the ‘do as I say, not as I do’ behavior has
been the moral equivalent of the senator spilling a case of bright red
ketchup all over himself. Lest anybody think this is an anti-Democratic
Party screed, it’s not. We're fully aware that Republicans have done
things as bad, if not worse. That doesn’t excuse any of them.

— richard
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waylaid en route to paradise

As Calvin Coolidge famously said, “Nothing in the world can take the
place of persistence.” That contention was confirmed for us recently
when we ran into Kat Gartin and Brian Morrison on the Tahitian is-
land of Moorea. As you’'ll read below, without unwavering persistence
toward their goals, they never would have made it to the islands.

We’d only met Kat and Brian briefly during the ‘08 Ha-Ha Rally, but
because they both seem to possess eternally upbeat attitudes — and
wear ear-to-ear smiles — we instantly recognized them under the coco
palms along Opunohu Bay: “Hey! What the heck are you guys doing

here?” We recalled
4 that at the end of the
Ha-Ha they’d been
eager to find a ride
to the South Pacific,
or perhaps buy a
boat of their own in
order to continue
® their adventures.
As Brian ex-
plained, they've had
plenty of adventures
all right — some
that they remember
fondly, and others
that they’d probably
like to forget: “After
the rally we were
going to buy a 44-ft

After many false starts and frustrations, Kat and Brian finally
made it to ‘paradise’.

cruiser in San Car-
los, but the owner
changed his mind

the morning we were going to give him the check.”

They almost scored a crewing gig there, but that fell through also,
so the intrepid couple traveled to Mexico’s Caribbean coast where
they did a short stint on a charter boat. While there, they lined up
a gig taking a boat from Ireland to Malaysia — Brian has a 100-ton
captain’s license and Kat has had EMT training. Unfortunately, the
boat broke down before they even got out of U.K. waters — it had all
sorts of electrical problems — and the skipper decided he wasn’t up to
the trip after all. So Brian and Kat brought her back to Ireland, then
backpacked around Europe for a month while waiting for another
opportunity to pop up.

“In Plymouth, England, we got spots aboard a 65-ft ocean cruiser
that was going from England to Australia,” explains Brian. Just prior
to their arrival, however, it was stranded on the sands of Plymouth
Harbour, then flooded when the tide came in, ruining all the electron-
ics in the process.

“That boat was kinda sketchy, but we knew if we got it together
and out of England, we wouldn’t get stuck there for the winter. So
we took off sailing across the Bay of Biscay with only a handheld
GPS for navigation.” They made it safely to Spain, where they were
supposed to pick up a bunch of new equipment. They soon learned,
however, that the project’s funding had run out, so they had to leave
the marina and anchor out. Unfortunately, it blew 50 knots that
night and the anchor-to-chain shackle parted in the middle of the
night, sending the boat adrift and soon grounding it on the seawall.
That turned out to be the lesser of evils, though. If they’d washed out
beyond the breakwater, they’d have come up on a rocky shoreline in
a 20-ft swell.

Brian and Kat decided they’d had enough of that boat, and soon
after got a ride in Lisbon, Portugal, aboard a Westerly 33. “We sailed
aboard her through the Med, across to North Africa and on to Israel,

continued on outside column of next sightings page

testosterone returns

With the flurry of attention over teen-
age girl circumnavigators having at least
temporarily subsided, we're thrilled
to note the successful completion of a
very ‘manly’ round-about. On July 22,
39-year-old French/Italian geologist Ales-
sandro di Benedetto sailed Findomestic
back into Les Sables D’Olonne Harbor
after a nonstop circumnavigation that
took 268 days, 19 hours and 36 minutes.
What makes this voyage notable — and a
‘first’ — is not the route or the time. The
former is the same racetrack used by Ven-
dée Globe soloists, and the top guys usu-

Looking Good — Summer wasn’t much in evi-
dence in July, so when the weather was fine,
Bay sailors hit the water in droves.
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to sailing records

ally complete it in about three months. Di
Benedetto’s claim to fame is that he did
it on a Mini TransAt boat which, at 21
feet, makes it the smallest boat ever to
complete a nonstop circumnavigation.
Alessandro had his share of adven-
tures, including a dismasting near the
Horn, which he repaired and kept going.
You can read about the voyage — or try
— at www.alessandrodibenedetto.net.
Be warned that the English “translation”
is a tad wanting. For example, when we
were trying to figure out what the guy ate,

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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waylaid — cont’d

stopping along the way at Greece and Malta.” No sooner had they ar-
rived in Israel, though, than they found out they’d gotten a job lined
up for the Puddle Jump. Less than 24 hours later, they were on a
plane back to the U.S., where Brian renewed his captain’s license
before traveling to Mexico to sign aboard a large cruising yacht. But
they were in for yet another let down. As often happens in the realm
of cruising, the crew dymanics didn’t work out as well as they would
have hoped, so they decided to look for other options.

Their luck soon changed. Nearby was the ketch Spirit of Nyami
Nyami, whose owner, Don Walter of Zimbabwe, already had a full
crew. But he decided that having a licensed captain aboard would be
a wise idea. So Brian and Kat finally got the ride to ‘paradise’ they’d
been hoping for. Calvin Coolidge would have been proud of them.

— andy
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SIGHTINGS

a quick look at the ha-ha schedule

Having been accused of ‘Ha-Ha’ing our readership to death in the
past by dedicating too much editorial real estate to our annual San
Diego-to-Cabo San Lucas rally, we’ll keep this short. But we do have
a few important notes to convey.

First, if you're still thinking about signing up for this year’s event,
let us remind you that the entry deadline is September 10. Our new
online sign-up system is simple to use and takes only about 10 min-
utes to complete — okay, a bit longer if you're a two-finger typist.
You can access it via the “register” button at www.baja-haha.com.
(The entry fee is still $350, or $300 if your age or your boat length is
less than 35.) If you need general info about the rally, see “About the
Ha-Ha” on the site, and if you're new to Mexico cruising be sure to
check out our newly updated First Timer’s Guide to Mexico. It’s there
on the site and downloadable for free.

Second, we don’t know who coined the phrase, “The more the mer-
continued on outside column of next sightings page

record

we came across: “This outstanding sailor
knows how to handle both the harpoon on
the sea beams — to improve his ordinary
meals, as well as the vocalizations of the
Italian ways, when the wind sulks him.”
We think that just means he fished a lot.
And we sure hope ‘harpoon’ really means
‘speargun,’ or armchair experts are going
to have something new to rant and rave
about.

Kidding aside, the completion of any
nonstop circumnavigation is a feat of
skill, strength, courage and determination
unimaginable to most casual sailors. To
pull it off in a boat about the same length
as a Santana 22 really boggles the mind.

Spread Alicia and Louie bid farewell
to their beloved Westsail 32 ‘Tar Baby L.
_ II. Inset, ‘Tar Baby II’ in happier days.
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(To be fair, Findomestic was heavily modi-
fied and strengthened.) With the Vendée
Globe regularly touted as the ‘Everest of
Sailing’, di Benedetto’s feat might compare
to the venerated Seven Summits — climb-
ing the tallest mountains on each of the
continents, including Everest.

For comparison’s sake, Robin Knox-
Johnston took 313 days to sail his 32-ft
ketch Suhaili nonstop around the world
in the 1968-1969 Sunday Times Golden
Globe Race. In the 2008-2009 edition
of the Vendée Globe, Michel Desjoyeaux
completed the round-about in 84 days and
change on the 60-ft Foncia.

SIGHTINGS

ha-ha — cont’d

rier,” but it captures our attitude toward taking additional crew on
such an event. Why? because you’ll have more eyes to stand watch,
more hands to pull lines and do boat chores, and more strong backs
to do the heavy lifting. As a result of having an extra watch-stander or
two, you'll get more sleep, and thereby will arrive at each stop ready
to hike, swim, and explore rather than collapse in a near coma as
soon as the anchor’s down.

Yeah, we know. Finding appropriate crew can be tricky. That’s why
we created our online, easy to access, constantly updated Crew List.
Whether you're a captain in need of crew, or an adventure-hungry
sailor in search of a ride, it’s a system that’s worked for hundreds of
sailors over the years — and it’s free.

Once you've made a few contacts via email, the best idea for mak-
ing face-to-face assessments and sealing the deal, is to attend our
September 8 Mexico-Only Crew List Party at Alameda’s Encinal YC
(6-9 p.m.;$7 at the door). A variety of sponsors and Mexico cruising
experts will be on hand, so we’d urge you to attend, even if you're
only halfway interested in heading south this year.

— andy

is tar baby still out there?

We'd be willing to bet that somewhere out there in the South Pa-
cific a stout little Westsail 32 named Tar Baby II is still bobbing along

over the wavetops, despite being dismasted, then
abandoned on June 21. The reason for our hunch
is that these full-keel double-enders are among
the most bulletproof ocean cruisers ever built.
Plus, we're doing our best to believe in the power
of positive thinking because we’d sure like to see
Louie and Alicia van Praag get their boat back.
We met them via email in January when they
registered for our Pacific Puddle Jump rally, and
were immediately taken by their story. Louie,
36, who is Australian — and, not surprisingly, a
lifelong sailor — met Alicia, 27, an American, a

year and a half ago while she was on a “working

holiday” in the ‘land down under’. Their love af- Louie and Alicia van Praag.

fair was apparently kindled when he took her on a champagne sail
in Sydney Harbor. She’d never been aboard a sailboat before!

She invited him back to California to meet her family and friends,
and while he was there, Louie pitched the idea — jokingly at first
— of buying Tar Baby II and sailing her back to ‘Oz’. They ended up
attempting to do just that, after first getting hitched in California.

Their 29-day, 3,000-mile crossing from Puerto Vallarta to Hiva Oa,
in the Marquesas, went quite well — apart from a few days in the ITCZ
when they were actually going backwards. But a few months later,
they found themselves in real trouble. While en route from Palmer-
ston Island, in the Cooks, to remote Beveridge Reef, they encountered
strong winds, rough seas and a continuous phalanx of nasty squalls
that carried gusts up to 40 knots. The tumult proved to be more than
their windvane steering device, dubbed Wall-E, could handle.

When they finally reached Beveridge Reef, the wind and current
were too strong to allow them in, even with the help of their engine. So
they reluctantly decided to press on to Niue, a full day’s sail away. “I
was on my 40-minute shift at around 12:30 a.m.,” Alicia wrote later,
“with surprisingly high spirits, despite my sore body from holding the
weight of the swell on the tiller, when the unthinkable happened . . .
What I recall most is the sound: a loud crackling, lashing, crashing;
sails screaming and tearing as the mast went down in front of me,
right before my eyes.”

Luckily, the boat was not holed, and they still had a functioning, yet

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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feeble, engine. “We didn’t feel the situation was overwhelming, but it
was very dangerous,” recalls Alicia. Their engine was too weak to push
them through the weather, and with the forecast they had, they figured
it would have been days before they could have jury-rigged a sail. So
they put out a mayday via their EPIRB, hoping to get a tow the final 75
miles to Niue. The vessel diverted to their aid by New Zealand Search
and Rescue authorities was the Taiwanese longliner Tunago. The young
couple was safely pulled aboard, but neither they nor the New Zea-
land rescue staffers could persuade the ship’s captain to take them to
Niue. Instead, they ended up at Pago Pago, Samoa — 330 miles away.
“Leaving Tar Baby behind was the hardest thing either of us have
had to do,” recalls Alicia. “We think of her out there each day, and
hope the person who sees her wash up somewhere will contact us. But

we are so grateful to have overcome the whole ordeal unharmed.”
— andy

road warriors

When it comes to travelling, the Moore 24 fleet ranks with the
best of them for its members’ commitment to hitching up the trailers
and getting the show on the road. Sixteen Moores carried on that
tradition the last weekend of June at Huntington Lake for the class’s
PCCs. One of those, Gilles Combrisson and Mark English’s Numa
Boa, had a more challenging journey than the rest. Combrisson, the
Pt. Richmond-based rigger picks up the story:

“We were on our way up to the PCCs on June 24, roughly 15 miles
east of Madera and coasting down a hill near a cattle ranch. A pickup
truck was in a dirt parking lot up ahead on the left, looking like he was
getting ready to turn and drive in the opposite direction; and there was
a Highway Patrol vehicle about 200-feet away, driving towards us. [ kept
coasting and just as we passed the pickup truck, the driver suddenly
turned into us, smashing right into the trailer. I must have been going
about 45 mph, so it was a massive crunch. His truck spun around
from the impact, but the trailer swung hard to the right and started
to topple before settling back down and swinging hard to the left. It
finally came to a rest, still attached, but doing the ‘crab’, as the axle

had been jammed
about 40° off-center.
The Highway Patrol
officer drove up and
started redirecting
traffic, and we all got
out and surveyed the
damage. The patrol-
man was in disbelief
that the boat had
stayed put and didn’t
get dumped into the
ditch on the side of
the road. More CHP
showed up, and then
a tow truck — which

plastiki

On July 26, after 128 days and 8,000
miles, Plastiki, the 60-ft eco-catamaran
made from 12,500 plastic soda bottles,
completed her epic voyage by arriving in
Sydney Harbor. Built on the Bay using
previously untried materials and tech-
niques, Plastiki was the brainchild of
wealthy environmentalist and adventurer
David de Rothschild, who hoped to raise
awareness about plastic pollution in the
world’s oceans.

Plastiki sailed — ok, she was techni-
cally towed — out the Gate on March
20 on the first leg of her mission with
world-class skipper Jo Royle at the helm.

Citing creative differences, ‘Numa [,
" Boa’s trailer and axle went in different

directions thanks to the collision.

The crane might have been a little overkill for a 2,000-Ib Moore promptly left after
24, but it helped Gilles Combrisson and Mark English get seeing what was at
‘Numa Boa’ to the lake on time. stake. The trailer was

totalled, but the boat didn’'t have a single scratch, nor did our tow
vehicle; the trailer hitch ball was bent back roughly 30° from vertical.
Apparently the other driver ‘just didn’t see us.’

“While all this was going on, iPhone pics were flying, there were
phone calls right and left, and folks from the fleet were stopping to
see what the heck had happened. We quickly determined that we
really wanted to do the event, and that the only way would be to

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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Some scoffed at the admittedly ridiculous-
looking boat, insisting it would fall apart
or lose the carbon dioxide-filled bottles
that comprise 70% of its flotation. It did
neither. In fact, the boat proved surpris-
ingly seaworthy after surviving 60-knot
winds and 25-ft seas in the final leg of
the journey.

“We made it!'We made it!'We made it!'We
made it!'We made it!We made it'We made
it'We made it'We made it!'We made it!We
made it!'We made it!” tweeted an obviously
thrilled de Rothschild. Find out more
about the project at www.theplastilki.com.

— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

warriors — cont’d

transfer the boat to a healthy trailer. The CHP got us hooked up with
a towing/crane company in Madera. Meanwhile the fleet made calls
and we secured the trailer from Joel Verutti’s hull #55 Mercedes as
the boat was already in the water. So the plan solidified: the towing
company would take the boat and trailer to their yard in Madera, and
we would drive up to Huntington Lake to get Joel's trailer. Once we
were an hour out of Madera, we would call the towing company and
they would get their crane ready. It all worked like clockwork, and five
hours after the accident, we were driving past the spot of the crash
on our way up to the lake! The next day we were on the starting line,
albeit a bit tired, but very happy to be there. We went on to take 5th
overall after great first and second days, and a mediocre third day.
The boat will vacation up there in a borrowed slip while we secure a
trailer, most likely a new one.”

— rob

If you ever get in a traffic collision that’s not your fault, it’s helpful to
have it witnessed by a California Highway Patrolman. Spread, ‘Numa
Boa’ came in 5th overall in the Moore 24 PPCs on Huntington Lake
last month — not too shabby under the circumstances.
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